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PREFACE 

Tre  singular  privilege  ha&  fkllen  to  my  lot  of  being  m  faiuili&r, 
through  birth  and  residence,  with  Icxadities,  objects  and  writiiigB 
■■■oci^ted  wi^  the  mlgeet  of  this  memoir  tbat  I  en  aearcely 
nodi  a  time  whm  tibe  men  hoc  not  been  en  intimete — when  I  did 
not  fed  I  knew  thia  tall,  battle-wom  young  soldier  ftr  better  than 
many  whoie  forma  moved  about  me  and  with  whom  I  epoke  in  the 
iimh. 

I  have  souf»lit  as  far  as  possible  to  let  the  letters  tell  the  story 
of  his  life,  though  1  ani  fully  conscious  of  th(  i  Lspotisibility  I  incur 
in  giving  Wolfe's  letters  to  the  world  Uius  uimbridged  ;  for,  in 
truth,  they  ofier  a  much  more  intimate  glimpse  into  this  world- 
bexo^  diameter  (and  into  the  domestic  and  official  life  of  his  day) 
tiian  any  yet  offered,  and  in  so  iStt  may  eqwee  him  to  the 
mia^iiirdMiuioQs  and  the  censore  of  minds  little  aoeuslonied  to 
appraise  genioi.  Liitera  tcripta  manet.  How  many  shadowy 
saints  have  emerged  from  the  ordeal  of  puUicity  as  certain 
sinners  ?  No  man  is  at  his  best  in  dressing-gown  and  slippers, 
and  marti.ui  heroes  are  seldom  heroic  and  often  not  very  martial 
in  the  intimacy  of  the  family  relation.  Scores  of  these  letters  of 
Wolfe's  are  elusions  prompted  by  the  filial  duty  of  a  self-educating 
youth  dealing  with  family  and  personal  topics,  and  are  by  no  means 
to  be  taken  as  reflecting  or  illosbathig  bb  rarer  and  publie 


But  there  are  oOien  even  ammigBt  his  letlers  to  his  perente  of 

a  diflferoit  character,  letters  evincing  sound  sense^  the  process  of 

his  severe  self-discipline,  a  clear  insight  into  human  nature.  In 
the  epistles  to  his  friend  Rickson  and  notably  in  the  one  to  Tliomas 
Townshend,  therf  is  turtlu  r  testimony  to  the  truth  of  Napier''s 
dictum  that  nf)  i  xanipli  can  be  siiown  in  our  military  history  of  a 
great  general  who  was  not  also  a  well-read  man. 

Ttt 
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Taking  the  letters  as  they  stand,  making  aU  allowances  for 
the  careless  phrasing  of  some  and  the  ohsoletc  interest  of  others, 
witli  w^ifit  feelings  do  wc  }vrls<»  from  their  pertisal  ?  We  ar<*  con- 
vinced, it  ever  «<>  needed  conviction,  that  the  hrnul  tliat  pennwl 
them  was  of  jusUiiiisliing  precocity  and  power — that  tliis  singular 
youth  was  to  war  what  the  younger  Pitt  wa^  to  pohtics  or  John 
Keats  to  letters ;  we  ate  eotrvinoedlliailliroiighaU  his  vagaries,!^ 
there  weie  many,  fhroagh  all  his  foibks,  his  paidoDate  diasatis- 
fiMtioii»  lus  impaticiioe  of  foola>  there  shines  ineztingirishahly  fhit 
lamp  of  geniiui.  Sean  the  muster  of  the  martial  heroes  of  England, 
and  where  will  you  match  such  aidonr  of  soul,  such  purity  of 
patriotism,  such  zeal  for  arms,  such  contempt  for  danger,  such 
devotion  to  dnty  ?  Perhaps  in  Nelson,  in  Gordon,  in  John 
Nicholson;  and  it  is  amongst  such  niunes  as  these  at  tin-  head  of 
the  scroll  that  the  nume  of  Wolfe  must  Im  ior  ever  in  criljed. 

Thiii  book  I  may  call  the  natural  fruit  of  a  long  sentimental 
idationship.  When  aa  a  duld,  bom  in  the  provinee  irimb  his 
▼ictory  asnired  to  as  of  British  blood,  I  strayed  about  the  spot 
iriiere  Welfels  valiant  spizit  escaped  firam  his  frail  body,  I  little 
dreamt  tiiat  my  destiny  woidd  lead  me  to  make  a  home  in  my 
heio^s  natate  village  on  the  other  side  of  the  rolling  seas — nay,  in 
the  Tery  house  which  of  old  resounded  to  his  boyish  laughter. 

It  wa.s  jilea-sant  to  me  to  reflect  as  I  transcribetl  many  of  these 
letters  at  Sqaerryes  Court  that  I  luui  sinud  on  the  rolliiiii;  mt  aduw 
where  once  stood  Louisbourg  (where,  in  a  tiock  oi  peacefully  reposing 
ahesp,  I  oould  almost  have  funded  I  beheld  the  army  of  my  keen- 
eyed  bngadier  asleep) ;  that  the  paths  he  trod  in  the  ooniae  of  his 
r^imental  service  in  this  kingdom  from  BanflT  to  Exeter,  from 
Bristol  to  Dover,  I  also  have  trod ;  that  I  sought  out  his  quartexa 
in  Paris  and  Ghent  and  Ostend  because  they  were  his. 

Brief  as  it  is,  Mr.  Hradley's  monograph  upon  Wolfe  deserves 
always  to  be  read  for  the  fluent  charm  of  his  narrative.  To 
Wolfe's  first  biographer,  Hubert  Wright,  I  pay  a  deserved  tribute, 
and  by  raumn  of  hk  labours  owe  to  hhn  many  notes  of  interest. 
Within  the  past  half-oentury  a  great  fond  of  Woffiana  has  come 
to  light,  and  about  Ihe  final  catastropbeon  the  Plains  of  Abraham 
a  whole  literature  dusters.  I  have  availed  mysdf  of  all  the  more 
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Teoent  wqAb  in  my  eodeavoiir  to  ckxify  the  aooount  of  the 

Quebec  campaign,  especially  thoae  of  Mr.  Doughty  (the  Dominioii 
Afdiivist),  Mr.  Julian  Oortiett,  Gcaml  C  V.  F.  Townsbeiid,  and 

Colonel  William  Wood. 

But  it  is  on  the  unpublished  letters  of  Wolfe  himself  that  I 
chiefly  rely  in  making  my  appeal  to  the  public  with  the  present 
volume,  although  I  am  aware  that,  to  many,  the  portraits  and 
numerous  illustrations  I  have  collected  and  now  oflfer  fx  the  fiftt 
time  may  vie  with  the  text  in  intenit  and  vahiei 

Qu$b$e  Soim,  WtHerham, 
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EARLY  K£NTISH  DAYS 

Ik  the  unusually  warm  summer  of  1726,  rumour,  aft^  in- 
dustriously sj)co(linir  through  the  Kentish  lanes  and  by-waya, 
brought  tlie  news  by  post  to  Mrs.  Appleby  of  Strcathani  Hill 
that  a  certain  Colonel  Wolfe  of  York  was  coming  to  take  up  his 
reridence  in  Wertetfaam — **a  middle-aged  Gulloiid,'"  add*  the 
writer,  '^late  married  to  a  young  and  pretty  Yoriuhirewoman, 
liias  Hiompaon.*^ 

One  can  readily  picture  the  pleasing  innish  of  interest  and 
speculation  on  the  part  of  the  gentlefolk  in  the  secluded  little 
Kentish  town  concerning  the  advent  from  the  North  of  the 
middle-^iged  Collonel**  and  his  bride.  Westeriiam  in  the  last 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  ^^ajesty  Greorge  I  waft  in  a  rtate  of 
transition.  Old  families  had  died  out;  some  few  new  ones  had 
come  in.  For  centuries  society  in  the  place  had  revolved,  as, 
indeed,  it  does  to-day,  about  S(juerryes  Court,  and  Squenyes  had 
been  recently  inherited  by  a  petulant  young  Earl  of  Jersey  who 
got  on  ill  with  his  neighbours  and  dependents,  making,  meanwhile^ 
Stile  secret  of  his  desire  to  sell  the  pkee  to  the  highest  biddo*  and 
be  quit  of  Squerryes  and  Westerham  altoj^cther. 

Ere  that  siuuf  summer  waned,  Westerham,  destinetl  to  be  the 
birtiipiace  oi  the  hero  of  tlie^  pages,  saw  the  arrival  of  Laeuteuant- 
Colond  Edward  Wolfe  and  his  lady,  and  by  autumn  the  pair  woe 
settled  in  a  picturesque,  square-built,  gi^W^  house  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  called  Spiers,^  standing  in  two  acres  of  meadow  long 
known  as  the  "  Parish  Meade."" 

Grallant  soldier  and  new-made  Benedick,  the  new  tenant  of 
**  Spiers*  seemed  destined  (road-building  and  occasional  visits  to 
his  regiment  apart)  to  a  long  period  i3f  unmilitaxy  repose.  The 
pacific  policy  of  the  King''s  minister.  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  dis- 
couraged all  hopes  of  active  military  employment,  and  doubtless 
this  reflection  had  decided  him  to  embark  at  last  upon  matriuionv. 
Although  more  than  ten  years  had  elapsed  since  Lieutenant- 

*  Letter  from  Mrs.  Mary  Lewis  to  her  sister,  Mia.  Ap^eby,  July  3, 17^ 

n 
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CokmeL  WoUb^  last  active  eugugement  with  Greneral  Wade, 
cluMtiiiing  the  leftactory  Highlanden  in  the  rising  of  1715,  aa  his 
flon  was  deatined  to  do  in  that  of  1746^  he  oodd  yet  look  back  on 
a  busy  and  notaUe  career. 

Bom  in  ie8S»  at  YoA,  thia  Edward  Wolfe  was  Hie  aon  of 
Captain  Edward  Wolfe  ^  and  ilie  grandson  of  Captain  George 
WouUe.  The  fiunily  of  the  Wolfcs,  or  Woulfes  emigrated  horn 
Glamoiganahiie  to  Ireland  in  the  fifteenth  century  in  company 
with  many  impoyerished  and  adventuious  English  gentry,  amongit 
whom  their  kinffmffBi  ^^x*  Seymours  tlm  Goldsmithsy  are 
conspicuous." 

It  seems  clcnr  that  the  Wolfes,  Ixforc  tiny  emigrated  to 
Ireland,  were  of  i  (  >{)(  (  table  stock.  By  the  middle  of  the  siitt«^uth 
century  they  had  a(  (juircd  ei>tates  in  Ireland  and  a  settled  position 
in  the  western  comities  of  Limerick  and  CLarc,  doubtless  comint^ 
to  be,  as  has  been  truly  observed  of  the  English  settlers  beyond 
^Uie  pale,^  **more  Irish  timn  the  Irish.''  It  does  not  appear, 
howevar,  tiiat  at  this  period  thaj  had  ever  intermarried  wim  any 
of  the  native  Celtic  fiuniliee,  and  it  is  doubtM  if  their  iUoabrioiis 
descendant  had  any  Celtic  blood  in  hia  veins* 

In  1605  we  find  a  James  Woulfe  one  of  tiie  baHlfi  of 
limerick*  and  eight  years  later  the  sheriff,  Geoige  Woulfe,  direct 
ancestor  of  Edward  Wolfe,  was  along  with  his  fellow-sheriff  and 
the  Mayor  of  limeridc  summarily  dismissed  for  refusing  to  take 
the  oath  of  supremacy  to  the  '^heretic*  James  I  of  Rnglandi* 

'  Tlip  mj-pterv'  concerning  General  Wolfe's  grandfather  has  hoan  effect- 
ually cleared  up  by  Mr.  Churles  Dal  ton,  editor  of  Uic  Hritinh  Arvty  Li$t*.  He 
shows  Sdwsrd  Wolfe  the  elder  to  liave  been  "  turned  out  of  the  Irish  army 
T)y  TyrroTiTipl  for  Ik  itil'  fi  Protestant"  In  1680,  \V'illiam  III  appointed 
i:^ward  W  oUe  captaiu  iu  Sir  G^rge  St  George  b  llcgiiueut  of  Foot  He 
served  thirteen  yeen  in  8t  Georgcre  regiment  and  was  wounded  at  Terra 
Nova  in  1(105.  His  commission  wa>i  renoued  by  Queen  Anne  In  1708^  the 
same  year  his  son  Edward's  first  commission  was  siffiied. 

s  «r  Henry  Seymour^  of  WoUi  Hell,  wbo  wis  knightod  at  the  eonoilioo 
of  b is  ne}Aew«  Kii^  Bdweid  VIj  aniriad  Bubeia,  daqclitir  of  lloiyui  WeUb, 
Eeooire. 

^  I  lieve  adopted  the  genealogy  given  Femur  fas  hit  HUtaiy  of  lAmtrkk^ 
1787;  Imt  there  are  several  omissions  and  discrepancies  in  his  account 

f'romw'»'M,  %friting  from  Ireland  to  the  Speaker,  I)ereml>cr  10,  1740,  reports 
tiiat  '  l>ifuteuaat-<Jolonel  Wolfe  (a  person  enuutmtly  faithful,  godly  and  Irud 
to  you)  is  dead  et  YouKhal. "  riie  tradUioa  Is  the*  this  was  Edward,  the  elder 
brothf^r  nf'<iVnrLrt'  aiul  Francis,  who  was  early  engaged  in  trade  between 
Limerick  and  Uru>tol  and  afterwards  joined  the  Farliauieutary  Army.  There 
is  a  letter  extent  from  Cantain  Bdwerd  Wolfe  to  Sir  Thomee  Berrington, 
ehicf  man  in  Blssex  on  tlu*  rurliamentary  yide,  in  wbiob  this  pwissagtf  occurs: 
"He  did  upbnud me^  being  a  tradesman^  coaoeming  my  prolessioa.   I  told 
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A  gmdaon  of  thu  eontaimdoin  aberiff,  Phmch  Woolfe^  jdjaid 
tbe  priesthood  and  became  head  of  tlie  Irish  order  of  Franciscan 
fiiaiSf  and,  with  his-  brother  George,  was  destined  to  pl.iy  a  turbu- 
lent and  fatal  p^irt  in  the  wfiurs  of  the  Commouwcailh.  When 
the  Duke  of  Ormoiid>  euger  on  behalf  of  his  royal  master  to 
defend  the  dtyof  limeridc  against  the  onset  of  GMMUwdl^  annyi 
arrived  in  Febniaiy  1650,  he  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabi- 
tants calling  upon  them  to  co-operate  with  his  troops  and  permit 
the  introducticm  of  a  military  garrison.  Within  the  gates  was  a 
priestly  faction  immical  to  the  Puke,  led  by  Friar  Francis,  who 
oonteB^ituoQsly  rejected  all  the  dtieal  crrerttuea.  Aa  the  danger  grew 
imminent,  Onnoiid*s  ftienda  amongst  bishops,  nobflity  and  gentry 
induced  the  people  to  consent  to  the  quartering  of  a  garrison  just 
ontsiflp  the  walls  of  Limerick,  but  the  Duke's  hnpp  of  nrtnally 
eiit(  riiiL^  the  city  was  frustrated  by  the  Iriar,  his  Ijruthcr  George, 
and  their  faction,  the  keys  being  forcibly  taken  from  the  sheriii'. 
Wi^in  the  gates  the  wdl-meaning  and  lealoos  Ofmond  waa 
openly  defied  as  an  enemy  to  his  country.  Wiser  oounsds  ulti- 
mately prevailed,  but  the  Duke,  sick  of  the  business,  cut  the  nego- 
tiations short  by  saying  he  harl  no  mind  to  venture  within  a  place 
**  where  the  will  of  a  Franciscan  monk  was  set  above  ecclesiastical 
and  dvil  authority.*  Limeridc  might  go  its  ways  to  ita  doom. 
Ormond  departed  to  France. 

Duly  the  redoubtable  Ireton  laid  successful  siege  to  the  city. 
In  vain  Friar  Francis  and  his  brother.  Captain  Geori»e  Woulfe, 
ui^ed  the  populace  to  protracted  resistance:  the  ac<  pttd  terms  of 
capitulation  secured  the  lives  and  goods  of  all  but  tiie  iire-brauds, 
the  dieafiected  ones  "who  had  opposed  and  restrained  the  deluded 
people  from  accepting  the  conditions  so  often  offered  to  them."* 
Amongst  the  twenty  proscribed  traitors  were  Friar  Francis  Woulfe 
and  his  brother  the  Captain,  great-grandfather  of  Wolfe  of  Quebec. 
Another,  it  is  not  without  interest  to  know,  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  Edmnuid  ftttke.  So  the  nusemble,  ph^e-etricken 
ganiaon  laid  down  their  arms  and  evacoated  the  dty,  the  dtiaens 
standing  by  helplessly  while  the  Boundhead  troopers  aeiMd  the 
delin(|iiciits  and  executed  summary  punishment  upon  them. 
Father  I  rancis  met  his  death  doggedly,  but  the  Captain,  his 
brother,  somehow  escaped,  slipping  through  Ireton^s  fingers  and 


luiQj  thooffh  a  tradesman,  i  could  show  my  coat."  Agnin,  October  21.  1648, 
a  dnft  oraer  was  issued  for  the  payment  of  £100  to  CJaptain  Bdwaid  WoUb* 
(Hoose  of  lords  Cslendir),  iTM.  MS,  Omm. :  Avrnvtan  Fafm» 
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saUing  across  the  Channel  to  England.    Nor  did  fortune  there 

desert  him ;  he  settled  in  Yorkshire,  married,  and  adopted  the 
Reformed  faith.  ThercafK  r  the  superfluous  "  u is  erased  from 
his  name,  lus  it  was  from  tlie  Gouldsiniths.  Of  Captain  Geoit^c's 
•son,  Edward,  we  know  little.  It  is  believefl  that  he  obtnined  a 
lucrative  aj)pointment  in  Kini^  William^s  service  in  Ireland,  married, 
hihI  had  several  children,  oi  whom  Edward  Wolie,  father  of  the 
future  hero,  was  the  eldest. 

In  the  fiint  year  of  tibe  fdgn  of  Queen  Amie,  wben  be  was  onlj 
•ixteen,  Edward  was  iqppointed  aeooiid  lieutenant  of  Maiinea,  then 
onmiimTMiad  by  Viaoount  Sbannon.  In  VtHH  bia  commiaaon  (atiU 
caiefuUj  preserved  at  Squerryes  Courts  ahowa  bim  to  bave  been 
made  cafitaui  in  Sir  Bidiard  Temple^a  regiment  of  Ibot  Three 
ycai^  later,  when  but  twenty-three,  we  find  him  aarving  as 
JEbngade-miyor  with  Marlborough  in  Flanders.  A  quiet,  capable 
man,  rather  than  a  dashing,  valiant  one,  in  whom  everybody, 
from  commander  to  subaltern,  sooms  to  have  had  complete  confi- 
dence. He  contiiuied  to  serve  abroad  with  Marlborougli  until  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  and,  a'^  nln'fiflv  notfnl,  accompanied  Wade  tiirough 
Scotland  during  the  Higliland  rising  of  1715.  Here  his  tact  and 
military  knowledge,  rather  than  anv  iiiducnce  he  could  command, 
bore  tiuiL  ni  a  iicutenaut-colonelcy  a  couple  of  yeai^s  latci,  and 
with  this  rise,  rapid  in  those  days,  when  lieutenants  of  fifty  and 
evien  lixty  eoaunoii  enough,  Edward  WoUb  had  to  be  content 
fat  the  nest  twenty  jeaia.  One  of  hia  brothaEay  Walter,  having 
alao  jomed  (he  arrny^  waa  serving  in  Ireland  aa  a  lieutenant^  and 
th»e^  A  bachelor,  he  oltimateLj  aetUed**  Hie  WoUea  were  a  veiy 
flamriih  race,  as  we  shall  aee,  and  very  tenaciooa  of  their  Iriah 
ocmneetion  both  by  blood  and  friendship* 

The  prospect  of  further  military  advmicement  — «™»'»g  hopeless, 
Edward  viaited  his  native  Yorkshire,  resolved  to  marry  and  found 
a  family.  He  was  lucky  in  his  matrimonial  choice,  which  fell  upon 
Henrietta,  daughter  fif  Ivlwnnl  Thompson,  Es(|uin%  of  Marsden 
in  Yorkshire,  nnd,  on  the  m  itn  nal  side,  of  the  aucicut  family  of 
Tindal  ot  Hi ot  hertdu,  in  the  siime  eountv.  Miss  Thompson  was, 
at  the  time  ot  her  marriage  to  Lieuleiiant-O>loiu  I  Wolfe,  in  her 
twenty-fourth  year,  some  eighteen  yeai-s  her  hu^biind's  junior.  A 
tall  brunette,  with  a  complexion  of  great  brilliancy,  "  you  have, 
through  your  whole  time,^  her  son  wrote  to  her  a  quarter  of  a 
centnry  Uter,  ^*  been  a  match  for  all  the  beautiefs  your  eontem* 

^  Ue  entered  the  army  ia  1704  as  ensign  in  tlie  Earl  of  Orrery's 
RilginBant  of  S)Rat» 
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porftriee."  Making  all  allowance  for  filial  partiality,  Aba.  Wolfe 

may  be  conceded  to  have  been  a  handsome  woman.  One  physiog>- 
nomical  peculiarity  she  had — obscurud,  pcrhups;,  by  the  fine  colour- 
ing and  the  bold  chiselling  of  her  other  teatxires — namely,  a  marked 
recession  of  chin,  which  peculiarity  she  bequeathed  to  her  eldest- 
boon  aa  an  inheritance  wbidi  he  then,  and  «e  now,  seem  dertuied 
never  to  hear  enough  ot 

Some  weeks  were  spent  at  the  Thompacm  town-house  in  York, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  newly-marriefl  con|)le.  We  do  not 
know  all  the  reasons  why  they  elected  to  reside  in  the  south  of  the 
kingdom.  It  is  probable  that  a  quiet  country  town  was  detiired, 
at  a  distance  coovenient  both  to  London  and  PortsmmtUi,  where 
there  was  a  likelihood  of  select,  congenial  society,  and  where  it 
would  be  possible  to  live  inexpensively-.  Westerham,  two-and- 
twenty  miles  from  the  metropolis,  fid  tilled  these  conditions,  and 
became  for  many  years  the  home  of  the  Wolfes. 

Two  centuries  have  passed:  Westeihani  has  little  changwl. 
Its  main  features  are  untondied  by  time;  even  its  popuktion 
remains  stationary.  A  single  long  street  astride  a  narrow  ridge 
at  the  bot  t  t)m  of  jv  valley,  a  street  lined  with  quaint  tavern*  and 
meuiy  ancient  houses,  interrupted  mid-way  by  a  spacious  green, 
and  flanked  by  a  ft)urteenth-century  church  capped  by  a  square 
tower — ^these  to-day  strike  the  eye  of  the  casual  risitor.  Fastore 
and  blossoming  orchard  gird  it  round  about,  and  on  the  chain  of 
high  hiUs,  both  north  and  south,  flourishes  much  woodland  wilder- 
tiess,  thick  growths  of  oak,  beech  and  pine.  At  the  extreme 
western  end  of  the  town  there  lies,  on  the  skirt  of  its  wide 
estate,  the  red-bride  mansion  of  Squerreyes  Court,  bosomed  in 
stately  trees,  admired  of  the  diarist,  Evdyn.  At  tiie  &r  oilier 
end,  but  on  no  flattering  eminence,  is  Qudxc  House,  then  called 
Spiers,  last  house  of  all  on  the  Maidstone  roatl.  It  is  a  gabled 
Tudor  dwelling,  dating  in  its  oldest  part  from  1507,  with  panelled 
hall,  winding  oak  staircase  and  wide  stone  iirc-places,  over  one  of 
which  ia  ^carved  the  arms  of  that  royal  Henry,  hi  whose  rrign 
Cdnmboa  and  the  Cabots  discovered  Ammca.  In  this  house  the 
emant  veteran,  whose  life  had  been  qpent  in  camps  and  barracks, 
began  to  ta- te  nn^fiin  the  charms  of  honic  TTis  wife  proved  herself 
a  skilful  lK)u^t'k(  t  [x?r,  and  not  slow  to  make  triends  amongst  her 
neighbours,  the  Lewises,  the  Prices,  Mannings,  and  Allinghams. 

The  months  wore  on,  but  the  walls  of  the  ancient,  gabled  home 
at  the  foot  of  the  slope  were  not  destined  to  echo  to  the  fint 
imperious  cry  of  its  hit  mistresses  first-born,  who  was  afterwaids 
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to  commaiMl  amies.  Tliai  signal  glory  was  rcscrred  for  another 
dveUing,  a  stone^s  throw  distant. 

Awav  with  hi<^  rr;^nncnt  was  the  Colonel,  road-building  may- 
hap, in  Surrey,  having  proniis^  to  rejoin  his  lady  on  Christnnas 
£vc,  17^26.  But  the  days  were  dark  and  lonely,  and  the  Vicar^s 
widkf  Mn.  Lewifl»  persuaded  her  ndghbour  to  paai  mudi  of  her 
tiine  with  hetf  the  Vieaiage  hdng  hard  by.  IIiiib  an  engroasiqg 
event,  daily  expected,  happened,  as  such  things  sometimes  happen 
in  defiance  of  the  best-laid  plans.  On  the  evening  of  what  in  our 
reformed  calendar  we  call  January  %  1727}  but  which  was  then 
the  eve  of  Christmas,  was  James  Wolfe  btnn  into  the  wotM.^ 

«( Ckim  to  have  seen  Wolfe*^  birth,"  says  Mr.  Gibson  Thomp- 
son, in  his  Wo^e-lMiid^  *'may  well  b  i*  linquished  by  the  gabled 
mansion,  for,  apart  from  that,  has  not  Thu  krmy  immortali/pfl  it  in 
The  Virginmns  f  He  has  drawn  for  us  Colonel  I^nibert  aTi  i  Harry 
Warrington,  riding  into  Westcrham  in  Wolfe  s  manhood  days, 
tiieir  oiiind  at  Quiebee  House,  thdr  we^ome  by  their  hosts— 
stately  matron,  an  old  soldier,  whose  reooUections  and  services  were 
of  five-and-forty  y^uns  back,  and  the  son  of  this  gentleman  and 
lady,  the  Li ei! tenant-Colonel  of  Kingsley's  regiment,  that  was  then 
stationed  at  Maidstone,  whence  the  Colonel  had  come  on  a  brief 
visit  to  his  parents."* 

By  reason  of  Ihe  reformed  calendar  we  can  now  twist  history  into 
humouring  our  conceit:  for  was  not  January,  in  tiie  old  Saxon 
calendar,  named  the  Wolf-raonth  ?  "  In  tliis  moneth  a  mi^iy 
Wulf  was  Y-comen,"  saith  the  A  vlesbury  chronicler. 

Beneath  the  Vicarage  root  at  Westerham  the  future  warrior 
remained  for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  when  he  was  baptised 
(January  11,  O.S.)  in  the  paridi  chuidi  of  St  Maxy,  and  broo^t 
by  Mrs.  Wolfe  herself  to  Spiers.  Exactly  a  year  later  cane 
another  son,  baptized  by  the  name  of  £dwud,a  family  name  on 
both  sides  of  the  houiie  of  Wolfe. 

How  much  later  detail,  copious  and  irrelevant,  one  would  give 
for  knowledge  of  the  font  twdve  years  of  James  Wcdfo's  lift !  We 

»  General  Geom  Warde  (the  Yonnjrer),  writing  to  the  Rev.T.Strcntfcild, 
in  1822,  declared  lie  slept  constantly  (  ri  the  \n-\\  in  wl  ich  Wolfe  was  born." 
**Tliia,"  aayi  Dr.  PoUen,  m  bis  iuterestiug  iittte  brochure  on  Wolfe,  "could 
onlf  hare  aesoeadsd  to  him  as  repreflentativc  of  Mrs.  Wblft'e  executor,  i.  e. 
his  nncle,  the  great  General  George.  As  the  Vicarape  was  the  home  of 
the  Rev.  George  Lewis  and  hi«  large  family,  it  is  not  likely  Mrs.  Wolfs 
famished  it ;  so  the  bed  alluded  to  must  have  funned  part  of  the  fumitnre 
of  Quebec  House  (SpiersX  which  we  know  was  occupied  by  the  WoliiBs." — Vidi 
wiuot  Frances  Ellison,  mios  sf  Men. 

•  Wtff^Land,  p.  33. 
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know  that  both  he  and  his  brother  were  delicate,  sensitive  lads, 
needing  and  receiving  the  watchful  care  of  their  t^ll,  dark-haired 
mother,  left  much  alone  now,  as  ii  the  coniinon  h)t  of  a  soldier^s 
wile.  To-day  as  one  roams  the  uucicat  house,^  peering  into  attics 
and  iecret  doaets,  hidden  doonraya  in  the  wainiOQtting  which  onoe 
led  to  mysterioos  compartmenta  and  convenient  egreiMca,  it  is  not 
hard  to  conjure  up  the  kind  of  life  the  hoys  must  have  led  at  home. 

A  housekeeper  of  the  old-fashioned  sort  was  Mrs.  Wolfe.  She 
had  brought  her  husband  but  a  slender  jointure,  and  he  had 
only  his  scant  savings  and  regimental  pay  ti;  live  upon.  60  the 
atricte»t  economy,  ooonstent  with  gentility,  was  demanded.  A- 
fiompnibensive  cookery  book,  Mrritten  in  her  own  hand,  and  not 
always  careful  as  to  spelling,  for  orthography  was  by  no  means  a 
needful  feminine  necomplishment  in  those  days,  is  still  to  be  read. 
It  is  filled,  too,  with  many  elaborate  potioub  for  the  sick  and 
ailing,  according  to  contemporary  medical  science.  One — ^**A 
good  water  for  oonsumption"— deserves  to  be  g^ven  here : 

Take  a  peck  of  green  garden  snails,**  so  runs  the  prescription, 
**  wash  them  in  Bear  (beer)  put  them  in  an  oven  and  let  them  stay 
till  they've  done  crying;  then  with  a  knife  and  fork  prick  the 
green  from  them,  and  beat  the  snail  shells  and  all  in  a  stone 
mortar.  Then  take  a  quart  of  green  earth-worms,  slice  them 
Uiioog^  the  middle  and  strow  them  with  salt :  thra  wash  them 
and  beat  them,  the  pot  being  first  put  into  the  still  with  two 
handfulls  of  angclico,  a  quart  of  rosemary  flowers,  then  the  snails 
and  worms,  the  egrimony,  bears  feet,  red  dock  roots,  barbery 
brake,  bilbony,  wormwood,  of  each  two  handfuk :  one  handfxil  of 
me  tumerick  and  one  ounce  of  aaffivn,  wdl  dried  and  beaten. 
Then  power  (pour)  in  three  gallons  of  milk.  Wait  till  morning, 
then  pnt  in  three  ounces  of  cloves  (well  beaten),  hartshorn,  grated. 
Keep  the  still  covei-ed  all  night.  This  done,  stir  it  !iot.  Distil 
with  a  moderate  fire.  The  patient  must  take  two  spoonfuls  at  a 
ttroe."* 

Was  the  hoy  Wolfe  the  unhappy  recipient  of  many  doses  of 
this  awe-inqdrii^  mixture  F  If  so^  one  can  readily  undostand  his 

diffidence  in  acknowledcnnf?  f\ny  symptoms,  pulmonary  or  other, 
which  would  send  Daiue  WuUe  tlying  to  his  attic  chamber  armed 
with  the  terrible,  malodorous  phial  and  tablespoon ! 

'  "  Quebec  House,"  wrote  Mr.  A.  G.  Bradley  in  1896,  **8up?estB  infinite 
possibilities  for  the  hand  of  some  revcrt-iit  restorer."  Since  this  was  written 
the  restoration  has  been  admirably  carried  out  at  the  of  its  omur^ 

Lieataiiiaat.Coloa«l  Warde,  of  S^neriTw  Court. 
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The  mine  of  boUi  bajs  in  thdr  infancy  was  a  derated  young 
woman,  Betty  Hooper,  whom  James  never  Ibigat  to  the  <  1  l)sc  of 
his  life.  Betty  married  and  duly  brought  two  sons  into  the  world. 
A  time  was  to  corae  when  these  sons  were  taken  into  Wolfe's 
r^ment,  and  m  their  Lieutenant-Colonel  he  ^vrote  his  mother, 
Mj  nncee^s  sods  are  two  of  the  finest  soldiers  in  the  eamp.* 
One  seems  to  see  the  slender,  alerfc,  eeger-faoed  childrai  (one, 
the  elder,  mUk  the  light -blue  eves  and  red  hair  of  his  father,  the 
other  nion'  resembling  his  mother),  scampering  tlmjn^h  the  house, 
frolicking  in  the  garden  with  tlie  dogs,  playing  hide-and-seek  in 
the  coach-house  and  stables  (tlien  new-built,  it  is  said,  by  the 
Colond  himself),  fishing  Ibr  minnows  in  the  adjoining  brook  or 
sailing  a  miniature  fleet  of  ships  upon  its  waters.  Again,  seated 
in  the  hall,  they  are  receiving  such  instruction  at  their  mother's 
knee  as  she  could  bestow ;  or,  else,  foregathered  in  the  evening 
about  the  great  fiie-place  listening,  open-eyed  and  open-niuuthed, 
to  the  stout,  grim  Colonel,  their  sire,  while  he  tells  them  stories 
of  his  campaigns  with  Marlboroagh  and  Prince  Engen&  It  may 
be  that  the  martial  ardour  of  both  these  lads  was  fired  and 
that  thov  (h-nvk  h^  brittlf-lore  witli  their  ulphubet.  Yet,  truth  to 
tell,  in  tJieir  eiiildish  years  the  career  of  a  soldier  was  ffir  from 
gay  and  full  of  laborious  routine  from  which  appeared  no  lio^c 
of  escape  for  years  to  come.  A  momentary  hope  of  fighting 
gleamed  above  the  horizon  when  George  I  died — in  the  very  year 
of  James's  birth — but  this  had  flickered  out  and  Walpole  was 
still  at  the  helm,  as  strong  or  stronger  under  George  II  thftn 
under  his  royal  predecessor.  There  came  a  new  military  road  to 
be  bnilt  from  their  house  southward  to  Edeubridge,  and  the  Wolfe 
fimuly  had  their  lather  at  home  steadily  for  a  couple  of  years,  fixr 
this  was  the  kind  of  work  his  regiment  was  thought  fit  to  do^  itself 
hardly  a  phase  of  military  life  likely  to  app^  to  a  oouple  of 
high  spirited  boys. 

To  a  school  in  Wcstcrham,  kept  by  a  pedagogue  named 
Lawrence,  the  Wolfe  boys,  in  common  with  otiier  gentlanen\i 
sons,  were  duly  sent.  The  school-house  did  not  long  survive, 
but  the  bell  with  which  old  Lawrence  used  to  announce  the 
approach  of  lesson  hours  is  still  intact  aiid  sonorous.  Of  traditions 
of  James  Wolfe's  school-days  none  endure.  We  know,  however, 
that  here  at  Westerham  he  formed  one  boyish  Mendship  which 
was  to  last  through  his  lifie,  weaving  the  bonds  of  that  h^editaiy 
connection  with  his  fame  which  still  subsists  and  of  which  the 
local  Lords  of  the  Manor  are  wilh  reason  proud. 
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Some  five  yean  had  the  Wolfes  been  at  Spien  when  another 
neweomer  purchased  Squcrrycs  Court  from  the  third  Eari  of 

Jersey.  This  was  John  Warde,  a  widower,  eldest  son  of  Sir  John 
Wartif',  wlio  hn(]  bocn  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  Qtieen  Anne^s 
time,  and  nephew  of  another  Lord  Mayor,  Sir  Patience  Warde,  of 
Poritan  tunes.  John  Warde  had  married  a  sister  of  the  beautiful 
CoiinteflB  of  Buckinghamshtre  and  of  the  equaUy  fidr  GKinteai  of 
Effinghain,  and  on  Iili-  death  he  wished  to  retire  to  the  country  to 
bring  tip  his  scvenil  cliildren.  The  eldest  ami  heir  had  seen  ten 
summers  when  the  Wunles  came  to  WesterhnTP,  hut  the  second 
son,  George  Warde,  was  just  a  year  older  than  James  Wolfe.  A 
friendship  ripened  between  the  Wolfe  and  Warde  families,  the 
widower  being  no  doubt  very  glad  of  the  advice  of  sucb  a  pleasant, 
sensible  woman  as  the  Coloners  lady,  in  the  upbringing  of  his  littie 
flock.  Famous  became  the  intimacy  of  the  two  lads,  Geor^ 
Warde  and  James  Wolfe.  At  an  early  age  each  disclased  his 
secret  military  ambitions,  despite  parental  wishes  otherwise. 
Togetiier  they  roamed  the  Kentish  oountrpide  on  horseback 
or  with  their  dogs;  fought  mimic  battles,  solved  problems  in 
stratej^  and  participated  in  deadly  ambushes.  The  f  i  f(-<  of 
Edward,  the  scholar  of  the  family,  were  supposed  to  run  more 
upon  books  than  upon  battles.  A  sweet-tempered  lad,  ever 
looking  up  to  his  elder  brother,  and  miserable  when  tliey  were 
sq»anited.  Nature  had  not  given  him  Jameses  ardent  dii^ioeition, 
but  when  the  time  came  he  was  resolute,  in  spite  of  his  mother^s 
tears,  to  follow  when'  he  led.  He  made  a  sterling  young  soldier 
and  died,  as  we  bhali  sue,  a  miserable  death  in  a  foreign  land. 
Of  his  friend  George,  writing  years  afterwards,  when  both  wera 
grown        James  tdls  his  mother : 

**  George  Warde  paid  me  a  visit  of  four  days.  I  could  not 
help  being  astonished  at  the  strength  of  his  understanding,  which 
I  never  diseoverefl  so  fully  before.  To  that  he  has  added  a  just 
and  upright  wny  of  tliinking,  very  uncommon,  and  the  strictest 
morab  of  any  young  man  amongst  my  acquaintance.  Tikis  last 
W4Hl*t  surprise  you,  for  he  was  nevw  reckoned  vidoits.  He  is 
ezliieniely  indifferent  to  preferment  and  high  employment  in  the 
army — partly  from  his  defect  of  speech,  but  principally  from  an 
easiness,  or  rather  indolence  of  temper,  that  makes  him  unfit  to 
bear  a  heavy  part  in  life.** 

James  may  have  eoirecdy  gmged  his  finttid*s  chancter  at  that 
time,  or  he  may  have  undeiestiniated  his  fellow  soldier's  qualities. 
Anyhow,  we  shall  see  this  same  indolent  Geoige  becoming  afte 
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Wolfe's  deaths  fired  with  a  new  spirit  and  rising  to  be  a  lieutenant- 
general,  commnncter  of  the  foraes  in  Iidand,  luid  the  beet  cavaliy 
officer  of  his  day. 

Walpole  and  tlic  era  of  peace  under  G^rge  II  were  now  to  be 
ruddy  •hakeo.  With  the  deetii  of  Queen  Caroline,  whidi  uwurred 
in  17S7,  the  powerful  inlhienoe  which  had  supported  tiie  pacific 
minister  in  hia  restraint  upon  the  monarch,  suddenly  oeaaed. 
Affairs  were  approaching  a  parlous  state  on  t!ic  Cmitinpnt,  and 
the  Elector  of  Hanover  (who  happened  to  be  King  oi  Kiigland) 
wajited  iu  lend  a  hand.  A  more  vigorous  foreign  policy  was 
inevitable,  and  tn  military  drdes  the  chanoea  fbr  and  against  war 
were  discussed  with  ardbur.  Our  Lieutmant^Colonel  began  to 
look  forward  to  employment  and  promotion;  it  was  decided  to 
move  nearer  London  and  the  Court,  for  the  stout  old  soldier  was 
a  favourite  with  the  King  and  the  King's  Policy,  and  cordially 
detested  Walpole.  Migration  was  othmrise  advisable  in  that 
James  and  Edward  mi^t  avafl  themselves  of  smnewhat  better 
sdkOoUng.  So  it  was,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1788^  when 
Jnmf«<  was  approaching  his  twelfth  birthday,  VVesterham  was 
reluctantly  given  up  for  Greenwich.  The  Rev.  Samuel  F.  Swinden, 
a  very  estimable  scholar  and  amiable  man  had  lately  set  up  a 
sdiool  at  Greenwich,  to  whidi  a  number  of  naval  and  military 
officers  had  sent  or  had  promised  to  send  their  sans,  and  to 
Swinden'*s  care  in  1739  James  and  Edward  Wolfe  were  entrusted. 
It  probably  required  no  great  degree  of  acumen  on  the  part  of  the 
new  tutor  to  perceive  tiiat  one,  at  least,  of  his  new  pupils  was  no 
cndinaiy  boy.  He  bestowed  upon  James  infinite  attention,  taking 
pains  to  win  his  personal  regard.  Hie  Mendship  for  master  towards 
pupil  was  reciprocated — it  ripened  into  an  intimacy  whidi  lasted 
both  their  lives.  Swinden's  prophecies  nf  his  piij  irs  future  great- 
ness were  not  forL^»Lten  when  all  Britain  rang  with  his  fame,  and 
his  sympathy  and  understanding  made  him  Uien  the  chief  confidant 
and  counsellor  of  a  lonely  mother,  who  hugged  hor  somnr  un- 
ceasingly at  Bath  and  Blackheath. 

Wolfe  was  indeed  no  ordinary  boy,  but  even  then  one  of  the 
most  precocious  geniuses  that  ever  lived.  From  his  tendere«;t  years 
he  had  resolved  to  be  a  soldier,  jui>t  as  the  boy  Fitt,  a  generation 
or  two  later,  resolved  to  be  a  statesman,  or  Chatterton  to  be  a  poet. 
Everything  which  could  conduce  to  that  end  was  to  be  cultivated^ 
everything  which  might  hinder  it — even  games  and  pleasures  -was 
to  l>e  swept  ruthlessly  aside.  It  is  almost  amusing,  if  it  were  not 
so  pathetic,  to  note  how  habitually  he  stifles  his  feelings  i  how 
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tbroogh  his  boyhood  and  youth  be  is  clctermined  to  play  ffaft  grown 

man  and  the  stoic,  in  spite  of  a  feeble  frame  and  delicate  con- 
stitntion,  ptishinfr  aside  obstacles  and  making  lis^ht  of  difficulties, 
dreaming  of  glory  from  the  very  first,  yet  resolved  that  such  glory 
diodd  be  no  hapluutid  thing  but  paid  for  by  baid  work.  Pko- 

^KbiBCU^SIMkI  ^S^flB^CJ^Rl^fi^^^  ^^^^l^^i^  tftl^  ^^^^^  fl^^J^jJl  ^(^5^^^  ^^U^J  ^^^^^^^^^9  ^^^^^^^^  ^t^^J^P  l^d^^B^tl  ^^^F 

professional  efficiency  he  partially  derived  from  his  father.  Let  us 
do  the  plodding  old  soldier  justice ;  he  was  a  thorough  master  of 
the  details  of  his  profession,  and  those  in  power  knew  it. 

When  Wolfe  left  his  native  town,  child  an  he  was  in  years, 
his  character  was  in  all  etsential  respects  formed.  Decided 
certainly  was  bis  di<noe  of  a  future  oveer.  He  was  to  return  to 
Westerham  again  and  again  as  boy  and  man,  for  besides  his  bosom 
friend,  George  Warde,  there  were  other  friendi^  and  wrs  therr  not 
at  Squerryes  an  attractive  sister  of  Geoige's  whom  he  admired  ? 
Wo  may  kave  bJm,  tharelbi«,faubdled  at  Ua  dak  in  Ifr.  SwindenV 
adiool  at  Gveenwicb,  poring  orar  Latin  grammar  and  Eudid,  at 
which  performance  his  InoUier  Edward,  in  spite  of  hia  yaar^ 
juniority,  ma<le  far  b<'tter  progress  (James's  mental  culture  was  to 
come  later  on),  to  glance  at  afl'airs  in  the  world  outside  which  were 
to  have  a  veiy  decisive  bearing  on  his  career. 

Tlie  overbearing  dealings  of  Spain  towards  Britidi  commemse 
overseas  were  inflaming  the  nation.  It  was  alleged  that  Britidl 
merchandise  was  being  virtually  shut  out  of  the  Spanish  colonies. 
A  secret  compact  was  generally  suspected  between  Spain  and 
France,  in  virtue  of  which  the  latter  was  supporting  Spain  in  her 
anti-Englisb  policy.  Walpda  was  at  last  powerlem  to  xedst 
the  clamour.  On  October  80,  1789,  England  flung  down  the 
gauntlet^  and  amidst  the  pealing  of  bells  and  blazing  of  bonfires, 
war  was  decreed  against  the  detested  Spaniards.  In  vain  did  the 
old  Wliigs  raise  their  voices  w  irniii'^^  their  countr3mien  that  this 
fateful  decree  bade  fair  to  light  u  general  conflagration  throughout 
Eun^  wbicb  yean  might  not  extinguish.  Turbulent,  side  of 
peace,  distressed  by  bad  harvests,  the  nation  was  in  no  mood  to 
listen  to  such  croakings.  Four  months  later  came  tidings  of 
Admiral  Vernon's  victory  at  Porto  Bello,  and  lingland  indulged  in 
all  the  absurdities  of  joy.  Ballads  were  bawled  in  the  streets, 
banners  were  waved,  iUimdoations  and  vinous  earaudn^  were  the 
Older  of  the  day  and  t^foL  Flushed  with  ibis  triumpb,  the  nation 
demanded  the  total  - destnietion  of  Spanish  power  m  tho  W^ostcni 
bemisphere.  An  expedition  imder  Commtxloro  An<on  wfis-  got 
nndor  way  to  ravage  the  coasts,  while  a  great  fleet  foregathered  at 


Digitized  by  Google 


12   LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 


Spithcad,  wherewith  to  reinforce  the  hero  Vernon  in  llie  West 
Indies  and  the  Spanish  Mai?r.  Nor  wa<  this  a]].  Ten  tboimnd 
troops  assembled  in  the  Isle  of  W  ii^ht,  under  Lord  Cathcart,  with 
orders  to  encumpass  a.s  soon  as  pusrsible  the  destruction  of  distant 
Cartagena.  Colonel  Wolfe's  employment  came  at  last,  A  com- 
petent Adjutant- Gencial  was  wanted,  and  in  July  1740  the 
ColoneL  was  instructed  to  proceed  in  this  capacity  to  the  Isle 
of  Wtglit  camp. 

Of  what  worth  wen  the  Beverend  Mr.  SwuKkn's  granmifln^ 
atlaw^  manonh,  and  oopy-booksy  at  this  juncture?  For  weeks 
James  had  been  in  a  fever  of  eictteneni.  He  had  heatd  the 
aoiianoe  of  drums  and  the  fimfanide  of  tmmpets  in  his  ears,  music 
sweet  enough  to  drown  the  sound  of  class  recitations,  and  in  mid- 
Thames  he  had  seen  8i|^ts  to  blur  the  characters  of  arithmetic  and 
algebra  from  his  eager  eyes.  His  father's  appoint ni en  t  as  Adjutants 
General  decided  him ;  the  soul  of  the  lean  and  lanky  lad  longed 
to  Ije  in  the  thick  of  the  fray.  Tie  stated  the  case  earnestly:  a^ 
be  meant  to  be  a  soldier,  why  not  In  iriti  now  ?  In  short,  would  bis 
father  take  him  with  him  ?  He  would  go  as  a  volunteer — as  a 
member  of  the  Adjutant -General's  liousehold.  His  nnYve  repre- 
sentations did  not  fall  on  tltaf  ears,  for,  indeed,  the  veteran  kiicw 
the  stuff  the  boy  was  made  of,  and  secretly  indulged  his  military 
precocity.  Far  otherwise  was  it  with  Mrs.  Wolfe.  What  she  bad 
long  dreaded  was  oome  to  pass.  She  knew  she  could  not  prevent 
her  eldest-bom  from  finally  embracing  the  prafesskm  of  arms,  but 
was  it  not  madness  thai;  a  duld  of  his  years  and  oonstitation  sbould 
be  exposed  to  the  dangers  and  hanlshipe  of  fbceign  senrioe? 

He  was  only  thirteeit-and-«4iaU»  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are 
making  their  first  acquaintance  with  the  Ibnnsy  dormitories^  and 
playgrounds  of  a  public  school*  But  maternal  tears  and  entreaties 
were  in  vain,  the  good-humoured  Colonel  would  not  recede  from 
his  promise.  And  so,  on  a  hot  July  day,  father  and  son  took 
their  places  in  the  Portsmouth  c<iacb,  the  boy^s  heart  beating  high 
with  the  prospect  of  glory  and  adventure. 
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FIBST  CAMPAIGNING  IN  FLANDBBS 

For  a  week  bRjct  his  arrival  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  our  young 
▼olunteer  had  his  fiU  of  martial  sights  and  soundB.  In  the  first 
fliLsh  of  military  activity  doii)>  -  lie  thoughts  and  the  softer  emotions 
were  banished.  Poor  anxious  Mrs.  Wolfe  had  WTitten  ere  the  mn 
went  down  on  their  parting,  and  he  had  carried  her  letter  iu  his 
pocket  some  days  ere  he  sat  down  to  indite  the  following 
boyidi  oraiipoiition,  perhapa  the  first  he  had  ever  addressed  his 
mother*^ 

To  m  Bfoma. 

Newport,  Isle  of  Wight, 

Ai^  fUh,  1740. 

I  xeoeived  my  dearest  ]llamma''8  letter  on  Monday  last,  but 
could  not  answer  it  then,  by  reason  I  was  at  camp  to  see  the 
regiments  off  to  go  on  lx)ard,  and  wa.s  too  late  for  the  post ;  but 
am  very  sorry,  dear  Mamma,  that  you  doubt  my  love,  which  Fm 
sure  is  as  sincere  as  ever  any  .son's  was  to  his  mother. 

Papa  and  I  arc  jui»t  going  on  board,  bat  I  believe  shall  not 
sail  tlds  Ibitni^t ;  in  whidi  time,  if  I  can  get  ashore  at  Port^ 
mouth  or  any  other  town,  I  will  certainly  write  to  you,  and 
when  we  are  gone  by  eveiy  .ship  I  nuct,  because  I  know  it  is  my 
duty.  Besides,  if  it  is  not  I  would  do  it  out  of  lov^  with 
pleasure. 

I  am  Sony  to  hear  that  your  head  is  so  bad,  which  I  fSear,  is 
caused  by  your  being  so  mdandioly ;  but  pray,  dear  Mamma,  if 

you  love  me,  dmvf-  tn\o  vonrs<'lf  up  to  fears  for  US,  I  hope,  if 
it  please  (iod,  we  shall  soon  .see  one  another,  which  will  be  the 
happieiit  day  that  ever  I  ishall  see.  I  will,  as  sure  as  I  live,  if  it 
is  possible  for  me,  let  you  know  everything  that  has  hap]}eued, 
by  every  ship ;  therefore  pray,  dearest  Mamma,  don't  doubt 
about  it.  I  am  in  a  very  good  state  of  health,  and  am  likely  to 
continue  so.  Pray  my  love  to  my  brother.  Pray  my  service  to 
Mr.  Strvtou  and  his  family,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weston,  and  to 
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George  Warde  when  you  aee  him ;  and  pray  believe  me  to  be^ 
my  dearest  Mamma, 

Your  most  dutiful,  loving,  and  aiiectionate  Son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

P.S. — Harry  ^  gives  his  love  to  Margaret,  and  is  very  careful 

of  me.  Pray  my  senice  to  Will  and  the  rest.  Papa  bids  me 
tell  you  tliat  Mr.  FateisoD  will  give  Mr*  Masterton  two  hundred 

pounds  more. 
To  Mbs.  Wohea,  at  her  JJause  in  Greenwich^  KenL 

The  boy-Tolunteer^  confidenoe  in  hit  health  was  dl  joitified. 

The  rooj^-and-xeady  life  on  hoard  ship  soon  brought  out  hia  weak 
'  pomia.   Colaad  WoUe  muat  have  noted  the  growing  paUor  of  hii 
son's  cheek  as  the  weeks  wore  on,  delay  sncceeding  delay  hi  the 

Solent  and  far  Carthagena  as  far  off  as  ever.  It  was  November 
befine  the  fleet  canying  Lord  Cathcart's  troops  sailed.  By  that 
time  James  was  so  pitifully  ill  that  the  father  had  no  alternative 

but  to  put  the  prococious  volunteer  on  shore  at  Portsmouth, 
with  instructions  for  him  to  be  carried  home  forthwith.  Lucky 
it  was  that  Janits  J  id  not  accompany  the  Carthagena  expe- 
dition. Ho  could  hardly  have  survived.  Thousands,  including 
Ijord  CaUicart  himself,  porislud  i)f  fever.  A  more  disa.strous 
expedition  probably  never  i^aikd  from  English  shores.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  advert  here  to  the  gross  mismanagement,  the 
bickerings  between  the  naval  and  military  heads,  the  sufferings  of 
aoldkra  and  niloia,  which  have  aU  been  set  Ibrtii  bjrSindktt  in 
the  pages  of  iMM!^  iKoiMfeei.  Weneednotdwdlciitfaetenible 
bnsmeas  exoept  to  say  that  iat  two  jeafa  it  deprived  the  WoUb 
lamily  of  its  head,  and  that  the  expevienoes  the  M  soldier  thai 
widerwent  in  the  tropics  were  never  effiused  from  his  memory,  and 
left  their  mark  even  on  his  rugged  constitiition.  To  him  the 
moral  was,  as  he  told  his  son  years  later,  never  to  have  anything 
to  do  Mrith  joint  expeditions.  But  even  he  woidd  have  been  open 
to  conviction  that  it  w^is  all  a  question  of  personal  character  and 
administratitin.  And  James  Wolfe  was  destined  to  thow  f lie  world 
what  joint  expeditions  might  becomu,  and  himself  go  dawn  to 
future  ^generations  as  "the  greatest  master  of  amphibious  uaifare 
the  world  iias  ever  seen  since  Drake  took  the  art  from  its  swaddling 
clothes.*^  • 

>  Stratoa.  The  Stretons  wan  h»og  naighbooa  and  intiiDals  ftiaads  of 
the  Wolfes  at  Greenwich. 

>  Corbstt:  A^kmd  in  Ite  AMa  rmnf  ITar. 
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Humiliating  enough  must  have  been  the  boy's  rctiim  into 
Greenwich.  After  all  his  hopes  of  iminediate  military  service 
(and  his  schooi-fellows  would  not  have  been  human  if  they  had  not 
mllied  hioi  on  hit  feiled  amUtfon),  to  go  back  to  the  daily  hum- 
drom  oontemplatioii  of  desks,  books,  sktes  and  fendas!  But  he 
uada  the  best  of  it,  probably  aware  that  he  would  be  none  the 
worse  for  a  little  more  book-learning.  He  resolved,  moreover,  to 
train  his  weak  body  in  all  manner  of  useful  exercises.  With  his 
neighbours  and  school-fellows,  whose  names  tigure  no  frequently  in 
htt  after-conespondence,  ha  was  popular  enou^  Sodi  a  daahlng^ 
aident  8|mit  oould  hardly  ftil  to  be  popular.  One  notes  amongst 
them  the  names  of  the  Strctons,  the  Pooles,  Bretts,  Masons,  Cades, 
Hookers  and  Aliens,  Later  on,  the  treasim^r  of  Greenwich  Hospital 
sent  his  little  son,  Jack  Jervis,  to  the  same  M;hooL  The  Jervises 
were  dose  ficiends  with  the  Wolfes.  Long  ere  his  day  of  renown  as 
Admiral,  Eari  St.  Vincent  was  proud  to  Ik  the  custodUa^ 
trust  reposed  in  him  by  one  of  his  earliest  Gxeenwich  friends»aa  we 
shall  see  in  the  conclusion  of  this  history. 

Although  he  went  \mck  doijgwllv  to  his  lessons,  James  warned 
his  mother  that  he  had  not  reliuqui^ihed  his  design  of  entering  the 
army  as  soon  as  any  opportunity  came^  He  had  written  his  fisher, 
importuning  him  to  exert  his  tnflaence.  The  squire  of  Squenyes 
also  bestirred  himself,  his  own  son''s  military  ambitions  being  now 
disclosed.  Tliere  were  frequent  visits  to  Westerham,  where  James 
Wolfe  was  always  welcome.  The  fateful  moment  in  the  boy's 
life  came  at  last.  To  the  south  of  Squerryes  Court,  not  far  from 
tiie  nmnrion,  is  a  laige»  areolar  brick  pigeon-house.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  two  friends  to  frequent  this  spot  for  fencing, 
pistol-shooting,  and  other  pa.stimcs.  A  few  da\  s  l)ef()re  Janie,s's 
fifteenth  birthday,  the  school  at  Greenwich  having  broken  up  for 
the  Christmas  holidays,  James  had  ridden  over  to  Westerham  for 
a  few  dap  under  his  fiknd^s  roo£  One  moniing  the  sound  of  the 
post-horn  was  heard  at  the  gates,  and  a  few  moments  later  the 
squire  himself  was  seen  approaching  along  the  grav^ed  path,  in 
his  hand  a  large  official  packet  "  On  His  Majestv^s  scrvnce."  The 
lads  ran  to  meet  him.  The  packet  wa.s  addre.s.sed  to  "  James  Wolfe, 
£sq.^  Quickly  the  boy  tore  open  seal  and  envelope,  disclosing  a 
commission  st|pMd  by  King  George  11,  and  coontersigned  by  Lord 
Harrington,  appointing  him  second  lieutenant  in  his  father^s 
regiment  of  marines.  It  was  dated,  "  St.  James's,  November  3rd, 
1741.'"  There  had  been  a  delay  in  forwarding  it,  prfjhahlv  intcn- 
tiooaL    One  can  see  the  two — ^Damon  and  l^hias — locked  in  an 
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flOifarace,  and  the  honest  squin  diakiog  his  guests  hand,  roundly 
(v>nf»^r;if  iiliitiiici:  him  on  the  commencement  of  n  career.  Beneath 
the  tiill  trees  on  tiit  sj>ot  where  this  pleading  incident,  so  fraught 
with  posiiibilities,  occuiTed,  the  heir  of  the  estate  raised  long 
aftemids  a  pedestal,  crowned  by  an  oroamental  am.  Hie  viaitor 
to-day  may  raad  themm  tibe  IbUowiiig  linm 

waa  Wolfe  with  inartial  ardour  fire<l. 
Here  fir<^  wttli  glory-'g  brightest  flame  inspired ; 
lliis  i)|M>t  m  sacred  will  for  ever  daim 
A  pnmd  aUkiioe  widk  iti  beio'e  naine." 

One  might  oboerve  that  the  phrase, «  Here  iint  was  Wolfe  with 
naitial  ardour  fired,**  has  no  exact  reference  to  the  incident  just 
described ;  for,  a.s  George  \V'^anle  well  knew,  martial  avdoor  had 
for  many  years  been  a  characteristic  of  his  friend. 

The  joy  of  the  youthful  officer  was  tempered  by  some  dis- 
appoiiitneiit.    Hie-  Bfarinee,  a  coips  which  thxee^mrten  of  a 
oentury  before  had  grown  out  of  ^'Aut  Maritime  Regiment  of  Ihe 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,*  was  hardly  ri  1  ody  for  which 
such  a  bad  sailor  as  James  Wolfe  was  fitted.    But  a  beginning 
had  to  be  made  somewhere;  it  was  his  fathers  old  corps,  and 
probably  where  his  inHuencx  lay  strongest.    Mrs.  Wolfe  was  ready 
to  move  heaven  and  earth  to  rescue  her  son  from  the  terrors 
of  such  a  service;  and  James  hinudf  soon  recognised  that  as 
his  fathers  rejTinu  nt  was  5000  miles  awnv  there  was  no  immediate 
chance  of  militarv  activity.  Fifjhting  was  what  he  wanted — fic^hting 
at  sea  if  it  could  not  be  on  shore.    All  around  him  the  air  was 
dialled  with  war.   Armamenta  for  Gmtinental  service  were  in 
preparation.  The  neighbourhood  of  Greenwich  was  already  astir 
with  horses,  artillery  and  red-coats.  Eagerly,  therefore,  he  embraced 
the  first  opportunity  that  came  to  exchange  into  the  line;  on 
March  25,  174^  the  King  signed  a  commission  creating  his 
impetuous  young  subject  ensign  in  the  Twelfth,  then  known  aa 
Colonel  Duroore's  regiment  of  Foot  Hie  business  of  signing 
military  commissions  had  become  somewhat  perfunctory  of  late, 
but  did  not  His  Mnjestv  iTmke  some  remark  upon  this  "hiipfend 
fiillen'"  of  the  adjutant-generar.s  who  only  four  months  Vn^fore  he 
had  sent  to  join  the  Marines  ?      Much  too  young,"^  was  doubtless 
hia  comment  then,  aa  it  waa  fifteen  years  later  when  he  waa  oalced 
to  sign  Wolfe^a  commission  aa  a  coloneL   Yet  the  "colt**  had 
qualities  rare  enough  amongst  young  officers  in  those  days ;  with 
a  lust  for  fighting,  he  cxjmbined  extraordinary  aptitude  and  a  desire 
to  excel  Although  a  child,  be  realized  that  war  was  a  science  and 
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to  be  taken  seriously.  And  with  such  seriousness  did  he  set  about 
his  duties  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  his  superiors  almost  from 
the  moment  of  his  entrance  into  the  army. 

A  Continental  war  in  which  England  should  participate  had 
been  for  some  time  brewing.  In  October  1740,  when  Wolfe  was 
being  sent  home  sick  from  the  Solent,  news  hatl  reached  England 
of  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  Thereupon  his  daughter 
Maria  Theresa"'8  title  to  his  estates  was  disputed  by  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria,  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  flouted  by  the  chief  powers  of 
Europe,  and  her  dominions  insolently  invaded  by  an  able  and 
ambitious  prince  who  had  lately  succeeded  to  the  Finssian  throne. 
The  first  result  of  Frederick's  victories  in  Silesia  was  to  betray 
tlie  weakness  of  the  Austrian  monarchy  and  to  encourage  other 
nations  to  share  in  the  spoils.  But  there  were  those  who  regarded 
with  a  chivalrous  interest  the  young  Queen  of  Hungary  and  were 
ready  to  support  her  claims,  and  amongst  such  Great  Britain 
soon  took  a  first  place.  Albeit,  in  vain  Walpole  tried  to  act 
as  intermediary  between  Maria  Theresa  and  Frederick,  in  vain 
the  aged  Cardinal  Fleury  strove  to  prevent  France  from  support- 
ing the  Elector's  claims  with  arms.  By  the  summer  of  1741 
the  unhappy  Queen  hatl  been  compelled  to  flee  from  Vienna,  then 
besieged  by  the  Electors  forces,  and  to  take  refuge  in  Hungary. 
There,  amongst  the  faithful  Hungarians,  who  hailed  her  not  as 
Queen,  but  as  King,  she  learnt  that  her  rival  had  been  chosen 
and  crowned  Emperor  under  the  title  of  Charles  VII.  About 
the  same  time  a  large  Fi"ench  army  was  in  the  field  a  Spanish 
armament  was  sailing  from  Barcelona  to  attack  the  Austrian- 
Italian  domains. 

Such  was  the  situation.  Throughout  Great  Britain  all  this, 
taken  together  with  the  Cartagena  and  Cuba  failures  and  the 
Kings  private  negotiation  of  a  treaty  of  neutrality  as  regarded 
Hanover,  occasioned  a  ferment  of  excitement.  The  odium,  the 
guilt  of  all  was  hurled  at  the  unpopular  minister,  and  "Down  with 
Walpole  "  became  a  cry  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  In  February 
1742,  Walpole  resigned.  A  new  Parliament  and  administration, 
headed  by  Cartaret,  resolved  on  vigorous  measures  to  support  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  which  justified  her 
title  became  a  popular  toast  throughout  the  country  in  circles 
which  would  have  been  puzzled  indeed  to  render  a  definition  of 
that  famous  pact  The  Commons  voted  Maria  Theresa  a  jP5CK),000 
subsidy ;  and  more  than  five  millions  were  granted  to  prosecute 

the  war.    In  the  very  week  of  Wolfe's  commission  as  ensign  it  was 
o 
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decided  to  send  a  British  army  of  17,000  men  to  1  knders  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  Aurtrian  farces.  The  command  of  this  force 
was  given  to  Lonl  Staur,  who^  after  twenty  yetn  of  imemployment, 
was  made  a  fidd-mazahaL^  It  was  ordered  to  l)e  aaKmUad  on 
Maddbeathy  and  on  April  S7  tfae  Kingt  aooompadad  bj  bia 
aooa,  the  Mace  of  Waka  and  the  Dnke  of  Combedand,  eame  to 
renew  the  troopa.  Many  years  had  paased  amoe  audi  a  voartial 
anay  had  been  seen  in  England.  Monster  crowds  poored  from 
the  capital  to  witness  the  spectacle  Of  cavalry  there  were  three 
troops  of  horse  -  guards,  the  '^Blues,"^  and  five  regiments  of 
dragoons.  There  were  thirteen  regiments  of  infantry,  who  to  the 
music  of  fife  and  drum,  marched  and  counter-marched  1>efnrc  the 
ro'.al  that  day.     Were  there  nny  in  the  vast  throng  of 

spt^tiitors,  apart  from  relations,  frieiuls  and  st  liool-fellows,  who 
cast  eye  twi<^  upon  the  slim,  erect,  bnght-faceci  stripling  who  bore 
aloft  gaily  the  colours  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Foot  r  Probably 
none,  for  what  oracle  was  there  to  say  what  tiiis  boy  would 
become  ?  Fifteen  years  and  four  months  had  passed  over  his  head, 
that  head  whose  red  bair  was  already  concealed  hy  a  powdered 
wig;  jet  bis  stature  was  abeadj  that  of  a  tall  naa.* 

Hie  son  dume  and  fife  and  drum  wrou^t  bravdj  as  James 
Wolfe  marched  along  with  bis  regfanent  to  Deptfordt  wbera  trana- 
ports  were  lying  in  mid-stream  ready  to  bear  bim  away  tonanden, 
that  andent  oodcpit  of  Europe.  No  wonder,  after  so  long  a  peaces 
there  was  a  spirit  of  fervour  amongst  the  troops  and  much  eager 
speculation  as  to  the  adventures  which  awaited  them  in  foreign 
parts.  From  the  old  veteran,  his  father,  the  young  ensign  had 
long  since  learnt  much  of  Flanders  nud  the  campaigns  of  Queen 
Arme's  day,  and  knew  sometlnn^  of  tin  (  h  ir.u  ti  r  of  the  country. 
It  was  great  news  to  him  that  his  hovoni  fi  ii  iid,  George  Warde, 
was  aL»o  going  out  as  cornet  of  diagoons.  It  was  gocwl  to  liavc  an 
old  friend  in  foreitrn  y)arts.  Night  drew  in  and  the  uliule  licet  was 
in  the  Chuiiiiel,  iliv  clilK-.  oi  the  Nortli  Foreland  receding  before  the 
gaze  of  the  young  watcher  in  the  stem.  But  the  wind  dropped 
just  dr  tbe  Ntxt,  andy  modi  to  tfae  young  enstgn^a  ^lappointment, 
there  waa  a  dday  of  some  days  before  tfaey  could  cross  the  Channd 
to  Ostend.*  A  very  difeent  pkoe  waa  Ostcnd  In  1748  to  the 

*  Stair  luui  with  him  Generak  Honeywood,  Cope,  Ligonier,  iiawiey  a»4 
the  £arl  of  Albemarle;  Brigadier-OeneraU  Coruwallis,  Braggi  jPaltans^^ 
Huskf,  I'oiisoiiby,  Frampton.  !.nnl  KHingham  and  liOrd  Rothes. 

*  V\  ulfe  eventually  atiained  Uio  height  of  six  feet  three  iuchtM. 

*  BHgadSer  fVamptou's  Ordflr4NM»k  cootdns  the  fettowfaiff ,  May  », 

''A  fsloni  of  esoh  bsttsUen  be  gif«n  in  iaamsdistdy  m  the  Idlawiaf 
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pleasant  Belgian  watering-place  of  to-day.  It  had  not  yet  yielded 
its  commercial  pretensions  founded  on  its  selection  by  Charles  VI 
as  the  emporium  of  the  East  India  Company.  That  choice  had 
been  revoked  a  dozen  years  previously,  but  much  trade  had  been 
brought  to  the  port  in  consequence,  and  traders  and  mariners  of  all 
nations  were  to  be  seen  on  the  streets  and  quays,  while  on  the 
beach  not  a  solitary  mortal,  Fleming  or  other,  so  eccentric  as  to 
plunge  into  the  high-rising  siu^  for  mere  pleasure. 

After  a  day's  halt  at  Ostend  the  troops  marched  to  Bruges 
between  two  serried  lines  of  peasants  who  had  turned  out  to  see 
the  unaccustomed  spectacle  of  British  red-coats.  The  ancestors  of 
the  modem  Belgians  were  not  a  martial  people ;  what  patriotic 
zeal  they  had  once  possessed  had  been  largely  crushed  out  by  a 
long  period  of  foreign  rule  and  by  conditions  discouraging  any 
deep  sense  of  nationality.  They  were  content  to  be  the  subjects  of 
Austria  if  that  would  ensure  their  peace  and  immunity  from 
military  sacri6ces.  But  the  cause  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was 
not  calculated  to  awaken  their  enthusiasm,  and  the  prospect  of 
having  Maria  Therasa's  British  auxiliaries  quartered  upon  them 
was  generally  repugnant.  In  fact,  the  brief  march  to  Ghent  by 
way  of  Bruges  was  sufficient  to  reveal  to  officers  and  men  the 
temper  of  the  ignorant,  priest-ridden  inhabitants. 

*'They  hate  the  English  and  we  hate  them,"  wrote  a  captain 
home,  **  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  holds  them  like  a  wolf  by  the 
ears.'^i 

When  Ensign  Wolfe  marched  in  at  the  close  of  a  sultry  June 
day  into  the  ancient  town  of  Ghent,  he  had  no  idea  of  the  plans 
of  his  commander-in-chief  or  how  long  his  sojourn  there  would  be.* 

form  : — captaius'  names,  number  of  officers,  sergeants,  corporals,  drums  and 
private  men.  No  mora  than  five  women  jHJr  company  bo  permitted  to 
continue  on  board  the  transports.  A  commissioned  officer  on  board  each 
transport  to  see  the  provisions  delivered  to  the  men  and  that  there  is  no 
waste  made,  llie  commanding  officer  of  each  transport  is  to  take  care  that 
neither  officer  nor  soldier  lie  on  shore. 

"  A  sergeant,  a  corporal  and  twelve  men  of  each  transport  to  be  as  a 
guard  to  keep  things  quiet  and  to  place  centrys  on  the  officers'  baggage,  and 
to  suffer  no  man  to  smoke  between  decks.  To  take  care  of  the  lights,  and  to 
commit  any  man  prisoner  that  is  guilty  of  any  disturbance,  and  that  man 
will  be  severely  punished. 

"  The  tattoo  and  Rcvallee  not  to  be  beat  on  board  any  of  the  transports 
unless  a  gun  is  fired  by  a  man-of-war,  or  till  further  orders. 

**  The  parole  is  King  George." — Townsheud's  I^ft  of  Marque»$  Towiuhend, 
p.  5. 

•  Gentleman' t  Magazine,  1742,  p.  628. 

'  **  The  city  of  Ghent,"  wrote  one  of  the  officers,  "  is  very  large  ;  I  believe 
nearly  as  large  as  the  city  of  London  (wiUiiu  the  walls)  but  the  inhabitants  not 
C  2 
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He  could  baldly  have  sapposed  that  Lord  Stair  intended  to  remain 
there  for  more  than  a  few  weeks,  or  that  his  battalion  would  not 
shortly  get  a  sight  of  the  enemy.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  was 
to  find  quarters  for  the  troops,  which  was  not  effected  without 
di£Bculty.  Encamping  the  first  two  nights  in  the  market-place 
and  open  spaces  of  tite  town,  by  d^rees  tbey  became  qtiaztered 
upon  the  unwilling  popalace.  Affrays  were  of  frecjuciit  occurren<». 
A  fortnight  after  their  arrival  young  Wolfe  could  write  home  of  a 
bloody  coiii.sion  between  citi/eiui  and  soldiery  which  had  most  of  the 
ugly  features  of  a  pitched  battle.  Thus  it  happened:  the  com- 
minariat  not  being  of  tiie  best,  the  aoldien  ccMnplained  of  a  mutit 
of  meat.  The  Ghent  butdieia*  prio^  inoidinately  high,  and 
the  prime  cuts  displayed  were  doubtless  a  sore  temptation.  One 
day  a  soldier  took  up  a  piece  of  meat  in  the  market-place  "  to 
smell  if  it  was  sweet/''  he  said,  before  buying  it.  The  butcher, 
suspecting  him  of  thievery  ,  slashed  liira  acrosii  the  face  with  his 
lmi£s.  This  was  going  very  far,  and  mie  of  tiie  soldier^  companions 
retorted  by  promptly  running  the  butcher  through  the  body. 

Armed  with  knives  and  cleavers,  the  butchering  frateniity  flew 
to  fivcnge  the  ini])ak'^d  victim  ;  nor  these  alone,  for  many  of  the 
trading  burghers  joined  in  the  £cay.  As  fast  as  the  red-coats  came 
up  they  were  surrounded  and  cut  down,  until  many  bodies  lay 
^tering  in  the  market-place.  A  small  detachment  of  cavalry  was 
ordered  out,  and  by  this  time  the  numerous  niobwas  put  to  fli|^t. 
It  was  two  hours  before  the  tumult  was  cjuelled  ;  srxfvftl  burt^hers 
had  bctii  slain.  The  soldiers  were  hx-ked  up  in  then  bai  iacks  lor 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  while  the  burgomaster  Huminoned  a 
town  meeting  and  at  the  behest  of  Lord  Stur  issued  an  edict  that 
•*  whoever  should  offej  the  li  l  t  afirontto  the  subjects  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  whipped,  burnt  in  the  back  and  turncfl 
out  of  the  town,^  a  sufficient  accumulation  of  penalties  to  make  the 
burghers  more  cai-eful  in  Uic  future  about  outward  exhibitions  of 
temper  whatever  animosity  they  might  cherish  in  thmr  hearts^ 

Wolfe  got  fBortf  comf<Niable  lodgings  at  the  beginningi  and 
found  much  in  his  new  life  and  surroundings  to  entertain  him.  As 
Umg  as  summer  lasted  the  fortifications,  the  ancient  buildiDgs  and 

the  twentieth  uart.  'Hie  streets  are  very  regul.ir  and  well  paved,  having  no 
carts  empioyeo  in  trade  and  but  few  coaches  to  tear  up  the  pavement.  The 
honaea  are  very  irregular  and  autiqas,  bediaeiied  with  yt&ni  and  whiting  on 

ihr-  niTf^irlr.  i^  liich  make^  the  iiisides  appear  more  shocking'  and  dismal  ;  being 
very  lar^ii  old  i'ashioned  roonis,  bare  walls,  and  scarcely  any  furniture.  ITie 
churches  arc  many  and  large,  and  very  .intiquc  ;  richly  adorned,  and  con- 
tain the  chief  wealth  of  the  a.tf."—GaUiemm'9  Magagine,  17i2,  p.  £28. 
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canals,  the  quaint,  irregular  streets  were  a  fund  of  interest.^  The 
people,  in  their  "  greasy,  ragged  cloaks,"  which  were  saspected  of 
serving  for  coat,  waistcoat  and  breeches,  and  their  wooden  shoes, 
offered  as  strong  a  contrast  to  the  townsfolk  of  Westerham  and 
Greenwich  as  could  well  be  imagined.  He  found  amongst  the 
better  class,  however,  some  agreeable  fellows  with  whom  he  could 
air  his  as  yet  small  stock  of  French.  As  the  weeks  of  detention 
in  Ghent  stretched  into  months,  he  began  to  grow  a  little  lonely, 
especially  as  George  Warde,  whom  he  had  hoped  to  meet  almost 
immediately  after  his  arrival,  was  for  some  time  delayed  with  the 
Horse-Guards.  His  Colonel  showed  him  every  kindness,  but  there 
was  no  one  congenial  of  his  age  at  mess  with  whom  he  could  form 
a  real  intimacy.  As  a  means  of  diversion  in  the  intervals  of  read- 
ing, strolling  and  guard  duties,  he  bought  a  flute  and  took  lessons 
upon  it  from  a  Belgian  master.  The  theatre  would  shortly  re-open, 
and  thus,  if  the  regiment  did  not  march,  there  was  still  a  prospect 
of  relieving  the  tedium  of  inactivity.  When  George  Warde 
arrived  and  the  two  friends  embraced,  it  seemed  likely  that  a 
speedy  farewell  to  Ghent  was  imminent-  To  a  letter  from  his 
mother  telling  him  that  his  father  had  retvmied  from  Cuba  and 
was  appointed  Inspector  of  Marines  he  replies — 

To  HIS  Mother. 

Ghent,  Augtut  27th,  1742. 

Dear  Madam, — I  just  got  your  kind  letter  by  Captain 
Meny  dan ;  I'm  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  it,  and  heartily 
glad  to  hear  you  are  all  well. 

I  pity  my  uncle  Tin  ^  much.  I  think,  by  what  I  have  heard 
you  say  of  him,  he  does  not  deser\'e  such  ill  luck.  I  saw  my 
finend  George  Warde  for  the  first  time,  though  the  Horse  have 
been  here  these  two  days,  for  I  happened  to  be  on  guard  when 
they  came ;  nor  have  I  as  yet  seen  Captain  Merrydan,  for  my 
Captain  brought  me  the  letters  from  him.  I  intend  waiting  on 
him  this  afternoon. 

I  am  vastly  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  advice,  and  will 
follow  it  as  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  I  assure  you.    I  got  a 

*  "Tlie  fortifications  are  very  strong,"  we  are  told  ;  "as  is  the  citadel, 
particularly  the  gate  called  St.  Peter's,  which  opposed  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough's  amiy  eight  days,  but  was  then  forced  to  surrender.  The 
works  of  the  siege  [in  wnich  Wolfe's  fiither  had  taken  part]  are  yet  remain- 
ing. .  .  Our  army  here  makes  a  gallant  figure  consisting  of  the  flower  of 
England,  brave  fellows,  fine  horspa,  ifcc,  and  all  ready  for  the  field  at  the 
first  notice." — Gentleman's  Mayazine,  1742,  p.  628. 

'  Edward  Tindal  'lliompsou. 
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letter  firom  my  father  two  days  ago,  by  Captain  Stanhope,  which 
I  mtend  timnlting  him  for  next  port ;  and  thai,  jpeAxpa,  I  thall 
write  to  liim  from  camp,  fat  our  oolond  lum  deflbed  tu  to  have 
eveE3rtluiig  ready  against  Monday  next.  I  have  just  now  done 
packing  up,  and  can  l>e  ready  to  march  in  two  liours. 

I  wish  my  uncle  Brad*  may  Ix;  coming  home  iis  you  heard, for 
I  know  it  would  give  you  great  pleasure  to  see  him.  I  am  very 
■ony  my  lirother  Ned  complains  of  my  not  anaweruqg  ld>  letters ; 
I  think  I  have  never  missoi  any  nor  ever  will.  Pny  be  so  good 
to  give  my  kind  love  to  him.  My  shirts  are  in  very  good  order, 
and,  I  hope,  will  last  me  a  great  while ;  but  I  faxicj  (by  what 
people  say)  not  so  long  as  we  are  in  Flanders. 

Tnj  my  duty  to  my  father,  and  love  to  comhi  Goldtmith ; 
and  with  best  oomplimenta  to  my  good  fnends  at  Greenwich, 
and  hearty  wishes  for  your  healths,  I  must  beg  to  remain 

Your  datiM  and  affectionate  Son, 

Jamk-s  Wolfe. 

PS. — Cope\s  Dragoons  are  expected  here  to-nighL  I  often 
play  my  flute,  and  am  going  to  it  now. 

The  **Caim  Goldsmith^  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  was 
Wolfe*8  father's  sistefs  son»  Edward  Goldsmith  of  Limerick,  whose 

own  father  was  first  oonstn  to  the  Reverend  Charles  Goldsmith, 
thf  oriHnal  of  tho  Vicar  of  Wd/xc/icFd  and  the  progenitor  of 
the  celebrated  author,  Oliver  Goldsmith.  At  this  time  Oliver, 
who  used  afterwards  to  say  proudly,  I  claim  kuiship  with  General 
Wolfe,  the  conqueror  of  Quebec,"*  was  an  Irish  sdiool-hoy  of 
thirteen.* 

With  George  Warde  at  Ghent  we  may  be  sure  that  the  time 
did  not  pans  improfitably  between  the  two  friends.  But  ^Varde  as 
a  cavalryman  did  not  have  the  same  incentives  to  strategical  pro- 
fidency  as  the  ensign  who  was  already  makmg  a  i^tudy  of  miHtaiy 
fortification  as  wdl  as  tiying  hard  to  master  an  adjutant^s  daties. 
He  did  not  propose  to  remain  an  ensign  longer  than  uncon- 
trollable circumstaiiros  ordered  him  to  be.  Both  lads  took  plra^iire 
in  the  plav,  seeing  all  ilie  new  French  productions  as  well  as  the 
classical  oues  well  acted  by  French  companies.   An  excellent  opera 

^  Lieutetiant-Colniiol  Hni'lwanline 'lliornrisou. 

'  A  refereiirc  to  Roynolil-^'s  famous  profile  portrait  of  Oliver  GoldsmiUt  at 
the  National  Porlrait  (rallerj-  reveals  a  curious  resemhl.incp  in  facial  jHvr.linri- 
ties  to  those  of  James  Wulle,  sugj^esting  that  the  Wolfe  chin  was  a  patcrual 
■s  well  «s  a  matemsl  inbttitanoe;. 
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house  had  been  erected  at  Ghent  only  a  few  years  before.  His 
mother  having  written  that  one  of  her  letters  had  miscarried  and 
that  she  would  only  write  in  future  when  she  could  entrust  her 
epistle  to  safe  hands,  James,  in  his  next  rallies  her,  as  if  her 
resolution  had  been  inspired  by  economy — 

To  HIS  Mother. 

Ghent,  September  12th,  1742. 

Dear  Madam, — I  got  yours  two  days  ago  by  Captain  Guy. 
Fm  heartily  sorry  to  hear  that  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you 
is  now  at  an  end.  I  fancy  the  exjjensc  is  not  so  great  as  you 
imagine !  I'm  told  by  several  gentlemen  that  'tis  no  more  than 
sixpence,  and  that,  once  a  month,  wouldn't  hurt  your  pocket,  I 
answered  the  packet  you  was  so  good  to  send  me  by  Captain 
Merrydan ;  I  dined  with  him  yesterday,  and  think  he  seems  to 
be  a  very  good  sort  of  man. 

Fm  glad  you've  got  a  house.^  Long  may  yow  live  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  a  good  and  warm  one ! — a  thing  not  easily  found 
in  this  town,  but  that  we  young  ones  don't  mind. 

You  desire  to  know  how  I  live.  I  assure  you,  as  to  eating, 
rather  to  well,  considering  what  we  may  come  to.  For  drink  I 
don't  care  much ;  but  there  is  very  good  rum  and  brandy  in 
this  place,  and  cheap,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  take  a  little  sneaker 
now  and  then  at  night  just  to  warm  us.  The  weather  begins 
now  to  grow  coldish :  we  have  had  rain  for  the  last  two  weeks, 
and  the  people  say  'tis  likely  to  continue  till  the  frost  comes 
in.  I  have  not  begun  with  fire  yet,  neither  do  I  intend  till 
I  know  where  we  shall  encamp. 

This  place  is  full  of  officers,  and  we  never  want  company.  I 
go  to  the  play  once  or  twice  a  week,  and  talk  a  little  with  the 
ladies,  who  are  very  civil,  and  speak  French. 

Fm  glad  to  hear  with  all  my  heart  that  my  brother  is  better. 
He  .says  he  goes  to  the  cold  bath  and  that  does  him  good.  Pray 
my  love  to  him.  I  hope  my  father  is  well,  and  keeps  his  health  ; 
be  so  good  as  to  give  my  duty  to  him,  and  to  my  Aunt  Allan.son 
if  she  is  witli  you,  and  believe  me, 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

J.  WOLFK. 

I  see  my  friend  George  often ;  he  has  just  left  me,  and 
desires  his  compliments. 

'  TTie  Wolfes  about  this  time  took  a  town  house  in  Burlington  Gardens, 
the  Cartagena  affair  having  proved  profitable  to  the  Adjutaut-Geueral. 
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Winter  drew  in ;  fainter  grew  the  hope  of  miMrrliing  from  Gfaent. 

The  time-honoured  institution  of  "winter  quarters*'  was  too 
generally  respected  in  those  days  (the  boy  must  have  conned  well 
that  line  in  Livy  about  winter  being  a  season  "quae  omnium 
bcll'imm  teri'a  mari(jue  sit  quies"")  for  Ix)rd  Stair  to  dream  of 
impugning  it.  As  ho  lay  s-till,  after  a  good  deal  of  fighting  in 
jioiicmia,  Marshal  Bt  licisle  retreated  from  Prague,  and  the  other 
French  generals,  Maillebois  and  de  Broglie,  took  up  winter  quartiirs 
in  Bavaiia.  If  Hanovei-  were  to  be  attacked  hy  the  French  (and 
it  was  for  this  purpose  the  BritiBh  amy,  rdnSfoiroed  by  1^0(N> 
HanofveriaDB  in  British  pay,  was  in  FUndefsX  it  would  not  be 
before  sporing.  Meantime,  there  was  a  prospect  that  the  Wolfes 
would  faraish  still  anotiier  soldier  to  the  army.  Edwaid,  now 
fifteen,  was  eager  to  join  his  brother. 

To  HIS  MOTHIB. 

Gbent,  December  17th,  1742. 
Dear  Madam, — I  should  have  answered  your  letter  when  I 
wrote  Inst  to  niv  fn^lu-r,  had  not  the  business  I  was  forced  to 
write  about  prevented  me.  I  was  heartily  sorry  you  got  your 
new  houjie  with  a  cold.  I  hope  it  has  left  you,  and  you  enjoy 
perfect  health,  without  which  there  can  be  no  happiness  to  you, 
nor  consetjuently  to  me.  My  brother  i>  much  to  be  commended 
for  tlie  pains  he  takes  to  improve  himsclt  I  hope  to  see  him 
soon  in  Flanden,  when»  in  all  probabilitj,  before  next  year  is 
over»  we  may  know  something  of  our  tnulei  Some  peo[^ 
imagine  we  shall  return  to  England  in  the  Spring,  hat  I  think 
that*s  not  much  to  be  relied  on ;  however,  Fm  no  judge  of  these 
thn^H. 

There  is  a  talk  that  some  of  the  regiments  of  Foot  will 
march  to  gaxriaon  two  or  three  towns  (the  Austrians  have 
quitted  to  go  and  join  the  army  in  Bohemia) ;  they  are  about 

four-score  or  a  hundred  miles  from  hence.  Their  names  are 
MoT^s,  Charleroy,  and  another  I  don't  know;  but  it  is  not 

certain. 

We  have  ha<l  extreme  hard  frost  for  about  a  fortnight, 
so  that  all  the  rivei*s  and  canals,  whereof  there  are  great 
plenty  about  the  town,  arc  frozen,  no  that  no  boats  can  go, 
nor  any  comnjcrce  be  carried  on  by  water.  There  was  a  little 
thaw  last  night,  so  that  we  are  in  some  hopes  of  its  going 
away. 

I  diall  not  miss  writiiig  to  you  eveiy  fortinght  as  you  deaise. 
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Be  so  good  to  give  my  duty  to  my  father,  uncles  and  aunts,  and 
love  to  my  brother. 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

Mr.  Warde  desires  his  compliments ;  mine  to  the  family,  if 
you  please.    I  hope  Miss  is  well.* 

By  the  time  the  British  army  under  Lord  Stair  quitted  Ghent 
early  in  February  1743,  James  was  joined  by  his  brother,  who  had 
succeeded  in  gaining  an  ensigncy  in  the  same  regiment.  They 
had  a  terrible  march  before  them,  these  two  delicate  lads,  before 
Duroure\s  and  the  division  of  which  it  formed  a  part  could  reach 
the  Rhine — bad  roatls,  bad  weather,  bad  food  and  bad  water — and 
Edward  was  of  even  more  tender  make  than  his  elder  brother.  At 
St.  Trond  they  halted  long  enough  for  him  to  pen  the  following 
to  his  mother : 

To  HIS  Mother. 

St  Tron,  in  the  Bishopric  of  Liege, 

February  12lh,  1743. 

Drar  Madam, — I  got  your  letter  of  the  23rd  of  last 
month,  at  Ghent,  and  should  have  answered  it,  as  I  told  my 
father  I  intended,  at  Brussels,  but  was  very  much  fatigued  and 
out  of  order,  so  deferred  it  till  now. 

This  is  our  fifth  day's  march ;  we  have  had  very  bad  weather 
all  the  way.  I  have  found  out  by  experience  that  my  strength 
is  not  so  great  as  I  imagined  ;  but,  however,  I  have  held  out 
pretty  well  as  yet.  To-morrow  is  a  very  bad  road  to  Tongres, 
so  if  I  can  I  will  hire  a  horse  at  this  place,  and  march  afoot  one 
day  and  ride  the  other,  all  the  rest  of  the  journey. 

I  never  come  into  quarters  without  aching  hips  and  knees ; 
and  I  assure  you  the  wisest  part  of  the  officers  got  horses  at 
Ghent,  though  some  would  have  done  it  if  their  circumstances 
would  have  allowed  it. 

We  have  lived  pretty  well  all  the  way,  but  I  have  already 
been  gltid  to  take  a  little  water  out  of  a  soldier's  flask,  and  eat 
some  ammunition  bread.  I  am  now  quartered  at  the  head  man 
of  the  Town's  house,  one  of  the  civilest  men  I  ever  met  with  in 
my  life.    The  people  where  I  was  billeted  refused  to  let  me  in, 

*  Miss  Warde,  Riflter  to  Georffe,  afterwards  Mrs.  Clayton.  Tlieir  town 
house  also  was  in  Burlington  Gardens. 


26   LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 

8o  I  went  to  the  townhoiLse  and  coinplainedl,  and  this  geodentfui 
took  me  and  another  officer  that  was  with  me  to  his  house. 

I  shall  write  to  my  father  when  we  get  to  the  end  of  our 
march  ;  Fm  glad  to  hear,  with  all  iny  heart,  that  he  is  welL 
Fm  in  the  greatest  spirits  in  the  world ;  I  have  my  health  pretty 
well»  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  veiy  well  able  to  bold  it  oat  with 
a  little  help  of  a  horse.  Pray  be  so  good  as  to  give  my  duty  to 
my  ffitluT.  This  is  the  best  paper  St.  Tron  affords  ;  I  have 
a  stilus  lilt's  pen  and  ink,  which  arc  commonly  veiy  bad;  so  I 
hope  you  11  excuse  everything  that  is  bad  in  this  letter. 

Your  dutifiil  and  atfectionate  Son, 

J.  Worn 

But  "  the  end  of  our  march  "  was  still  far  off,  for  nearly  two 
months  later  the  younger  of  the  two  brothers,  who  had  been 
sharing  a  hone  between  them,  was  detached  on  a  foraging  eneaod 
to  Bomi,  and  in  the  following  letter  ipves  us  a  ^mpae  of  what  wis 
paaiing  at  that  time. 

Edwabd  Wolfe  to  his  Father. 

Bona;  J|M«  71**1748. 
Dearest  Sib, — am  sent  here  witii  another  gentleman  to 

buy  provisions,  for  we  can  get  none  upon  our  march  \mt  eggs 
and  bacon  and  sour  bread  ;  but  I  have  lived  upon  a  solflier's 
ammunition  bread,  which  is  far  preferable  to  what  we  find  upon 
the  road.  We  are  within  two  leagues  of  the  Rhine,  wbic^  it  is 
most  people's  opinion  we  shall  pass  the  I4th  and  thm  encamp. 
I  have  no  bedding  nor  can  get  it  anpvhere  ;  not  so  much  at  this 
place,  where  the  Elector's  court  is,  which  I  think  a  little  extra- 
ordinary.  We  had  a  sad  march  last  Monday  in  the  morning. 
I  was  obliged  to  walk  up  to  my  knees  iu  snow,  though  my 
brother  and  I  have  a  horse  between  us  and  at  Ibe  same  time 
I  had  it  with  tne.  I  seldom  see  him,  cmd  had  I  had  the  least 
thoughts  of  coming  to  this  place,  I  am  sure  he  would  have  wrote 
to  you.  ITiis  is  the  first  opportunity  I  luive  had  since  I  wrote 
to  you  from  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  letter  I  hope  you  have 
reoeivedi 

I  do  not  expect  a  letter  from  you,  if  it  does  not  come  bj 

my  captain,  this  great  while.  I  have  oflen  lain  upon  stra%v,  and 
should  oftcner  had  not  I  known  some  Fren<:h,  which  I  find  very 
useful ;  though  I  was  the  other  day  obliged  to  speak  Latiji  for  a 
good  dinner,  wbidi  if  I  had  not  dmie,  I  should  have  gone  with- 
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out  it.  Most  people  talk  that  language  here.  We  send  for 
everything  we  want  to  the  priest,  and  if  he  docs  not  send  what 
he  has,  we  frighten  him  pretty  much.  The  people  are  very 
malicious  here  and  very  poor  except  the  priest  and  burgomaster, 
who  live  upon  the  republic  ;  but  I  have  had  the  good  luck  to  be 
billeted  at  tlieir  houses,  where  there  is  everything  good  but  their 
bread. 

We  were  here  at  the  worst  time,  for  they  kill  no  meat  be- 
cause it  is  Lent.  They  say  there  are  many  wolves  and  wild 
boars  in  the  woods  ;  but  I  never  saw  any  yet,  neither  do  I  desire. 
I  think  I  may  end  troubling  you  with  my  nonsense  ;  but  I  flatter 
myself  that  you  have  a  pleasure  in  hearing  from 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

Edward  Wolfe. 

Pray  my  duty  to  my  mother,  and  I  may  venture  very  safely 
the  same  from  my  brother  to  you  both. 

Hard  canteen  biscuit,  hard  floors  and  hard  weather : — it  was 
a  severe  trial  for  the  two  delicately -nurtured  lads. 

The  idea  now  was  to  eff*ect  a  junction  with  the  Austrian  and 
Hanoverian  troops  at  Hochst,  near  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  which, 
on  account  of  the  winding  of  the  river,  was  supposed  to  offer  a 
capital  strategic  position.  From  Frankfort  a  letter  from  Edward 
seems  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  a  good  deal  more  marching. 

Edward  Wolfe  to  his  Mother. 

Frankfort,  May  4th,  N.S.,  1743. 
Dearest  Madam, — I  don't  doubt  but  you  will  think  me  very 
neglectful  in  not  writing  to  you,  but  I  assure  "'tis  no  fault  of 
mine,  for  whenever  I  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  a  letter  to 
you  I  did  it  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I  don't  expect  to 
hear  from  you  till  we  have  beaten  the  French,  and  return  to 
Flanders,  which  time  is  very  uncertain.  We  are  now  within  a 
day's  march  of  the  French  army,  which  it  is  reported  we  shall 
soon  engage,  but  there  is  no  credit  to  be  given  to  half  is  said 
here.  It  is  likewise  said  in  case  the  French  should  go  into 
Bavaria  we  shall  follow  them,  which  is  about  two  month's  march  ; 
so  I  reckon  this  summer  will  be  spent  in  that  agreeable  manner, 
though  I  feel  no  more  of  it  than  anybody  else,  so  I  am  as  well 
contented  as  if  we  were  marching  in  England. 
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I  have  at  least  bou^it  my  bedding  at  Frankfort,  which  plaro 
I  think  has  a  little  the  resemblance  of  London,  though  not  half 
80  laige.  I  reckon  you  think  I  have  forgot  Mrs.  Cade,  but  I 
a??sure  you  I  Imvc  not,  though  I  must  confess  there's  not  a  woman 
in  Frankfort,  nor  iTulcod  in  all  Germany,  that  has  half  beauty 
enough  to  put  rm  in  nnnd  of  her.  Pray  be  so  good  to  remember 
me  to  all  our  neighbours  ut  Greenwich,  and  if  Mr.  Swinden  or 
any  one  else  should  4i.^i^  after  me,  vou  will  be  pleased  to  mention 
that  was  I  in  a  settlerl  j)];u  (  thvy  sliould  have  no  room  to  com- 
plain of  my  not  writing  lu  Ihem,  but  now  as  I  am  alvi'ays  hurried 
about  in  mounting  pickets,  etc.,  I  am  not  able  to  write  to  any 
one  bat  wbeie  mj  daty  iotem  ma 

I  keep  mj  heMi  yery  wdl;  live  menrfly»  and  if  it  please 
God  tiiat  jou  and  my  yoors  nothing  else  will 

make  me  do  olihenfifle.  I  hope  and  pray  wben  jm  write  to 
imcle  Brad  yoa  will  be  ao  good  as  to  make  my  complimenti  to 
them  both ;  and  my  duty  to  my  &ther  oondudes  me,  dearat 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

Edwabd  Wolfs. 

Since  the  death  of  Cardinal  Fleury  the  affairs  of  France  were 
directeil  by  D'Argenson  and  his  priestly  coadjutor  Cardinal  Tencin, 
the  latter  famous  for  his  devotion  to  the  House  of  Stuart.  After 
Belleisle^s  retreat  from  Prague  the  French  army  had  wintered  in 
northem  Bavaria,  thereby  enabling  the  new  Emperor  to  paaa  a 
brief  period  in  aecority  in  his  capital.  But  the  Austrians  wm 
dosing  around  bim,  a  battle  took  plaoe^  and  he  was  eg>in  drifton 
forlli,  M.  de  Bro^ie  not  caring  to  risk  a  battle  in  his  belial£ 

Tlie  FWnch  Ministry  felt  that  some  decisive  blow  must  now 
be  stnick.  The  Due  de  Noailles  was  sent  with  12,000  troops  to 
Broglie's  assistance,  and  a  check  offered  to  the  Austrian  advance 
under  their  leader  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  husband  of  Maria 
Theresa,  The  unhappy  Emperor  took  rcfitge  in  Frankfort,  the 
neutrality  of  which  a^  a  free  city  continued  to  be  respcftf-fl,  at  the 
very  time  the  British  army  was  on  the  march  from  Flandi  i  s.  /,n 
rnuU'  Stair  was  reinforced  by  some  Austrian  rr^inients  uncier 
Aremberg,  mul  the  16,000  l  lanovi  i  iaus  who  harl  Ut  n  wintering  in 
the  neigh Ujurliood  of  Liege.  It  wn,s  Lo  prevent  the  junction  of 
this  ai'uiy  with  that  of  Prince  Charlei>  that  the  French  beat  all 
their  eneigies.  Mardial  Noailles  with  00^000  men  was  to  engage 
Loid  Stairls  fiirces,  while,  at  the  same  ttme^  Ct^fiOO  under 
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Broglie  were  to  guard  Alsace  and  prevent  the  Austrians  from 
crossing  the  Rhine.  On  May  14,  Noaillcs  crossed  the  Rhine  six 
miles  below  Worms,  and  marched  his  army  towards  the  Main, 
with  the  intention  of  seizing  an  elevated  position  near  Hochst, 
which  would  give  him  a  commanding  advantage. 

Tliis  move  induced  Lord  Stair  to  leave  Hochst  for  Aschaffenburg, 
twenty  miles  east  of  Frankfort,  where  he  established  his  head- 
quarters and  wrote  to  Aremberg  to  join  him.  But  Noailles  was  at 
his  heels,  out-generalling  him  at  every  point;  and  as  for  the  Austrian 
general,  he  wrote  back  to  say  that  as  Lord  Stair  had  "  got  himself 
into  a  scrape  it  was  his  business  to  get  himself  out  of  it  as  well  as 
he  could." 

'Yhe  truth  is,  Stair  was  old  and  incompetent,  and  Aremberg, 
besides  a  nutunil  jealousy,  had  but  a  poor  opinion  of  his  general- 
ship. In  a  day  or  two,  deprived  of  the  Austrian  help.  Stair  found 
himself  cut  off  from  his  magazines  at  Hanau  and  his  expected 
supplies  from  Franconia,  the  enemy  occupying  all  tlie  principal 
fords  and  passes  on  the  river. 

At  this  moment,  with  the  two  hastile  armies  only  a  few 
hundrt«d  yards  from  one  another  (although  Stair's  intelligence 
depailment  was  so  bad  that  he  actually  did  not  know  of  the  close 
proximity  of  the  enemy  until  he  nearly  stumbled  on  them  in  a 
wood  when  he  went  to  reconnoitre  in  person),^  France  and  Great 
Britain  were  nominally  at  peace,  enacting  merely  the  part  of 
auxiliaries,  and  with  the  ministers  of  the  respective  countries  still 
resident  at  London  and  Paris. 

No  wonder  if  our  young  warriors,  like  many  older  and  wiser 
heads,  made  little  attempt  to  unravel  tlie  mazes  of  international 
politics,  but  were  content  to  accept  war  as  a  natural  dispemiation 
for  the  exercise  of  mental  talents,  of  courage  and  mere  physical 
eudui*ance. 

*  The  intelligence  department  in  Lord  Stair's  army  would  appear  to  liave 
been  very  inefficient,  ana  when  tliat  officer  became  acquainte*!  with  this  move 
of  the  French  he  detenniued  to  advance.  Accordingly  the  allied  army 
marched  to  Hellinback^  between  the  cd^e  of  the  forest  of  Darmstadt  and  the 
river  Main,  where  Lord  Stair  formed,  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  generals,  an 
impregnable  camp.  Want  of  supplies,  however,  and  the  need  of  securing 
the  communications  of  the  Upper  Main,  forced  him  to  move  on  again  to 
Aschaffenburg. — Townshend,  p.  IL 


in 


A  UEUTENANT  AT  DETTINGEN 

Very  black  it  looked  for  the  British  under  Lord  Stair  on 
June  19, 1748,  when  King  George  11,  accompanied  by  the  yoatibM 
Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Lord  Cartaret,  anived  from  Hanover  to 
join  the  army,  now  reduced  to  37,000  men,  on  half-rations,  and 
the  hors^  of  the  cavalry  ^ying  for  want  of  forage.  They  were 
cooped  up  in  a  nairow  valley  bordering  the  river  Main,  between 
Aadiaflbiburg  and  a  village  called  Dettingen.  Two  days  later 
Wolfe  writes  his  fether— 

To  HIS  Faibbb. 

Camp  near  Aachaffenbuii;, 

Jvm  sue,  1743<  KA 
Deau  Sir, — Captain  Rainsford  joined  the  regiment  yester- 

f^ay  ;  he  brought  us  your  letter,  and  made  us  both  very  happy 
with  the  good  news  of  yours  and  my  mother's  health.  We  also 
jp>t  a  letter  firom  you  by  the  post.  Your  kindness  is  better  than 
ms  best  be^umoor  can  deserve^  and  we  are  infinitdy  happy  in 
having  so  good  parents. 

My  brother  is  at  present  vcfy  much  fatigued  with  the  haj^ 
duty  he  has  had  for  some  days  past.  He  was  on  a  party  last 
night,  and  saw  shot  fired  in  earnest,  but  was  in  no  great  danger, 
because  separated  from  the  eueuiy  by  the  river  Mayne.  The 
French  are  on  the  other  side  that  river,  about  a  mfle  from  us. 
We  have  now  and  then  small  sidnnishes  with  iiiose  people^ 
They  attacked  the  other  niprht  a  party  of  our  men,  but  were 
repulsed  with  the  loss  of  an  otJicer  and  four  or  five  men  killed, 
and  some  made  prisoners.  They  desert  prodigiously ;  there 
were  yesterday  no  less  tiban  forty  desertevs  in  the  camp,  that 
came  over  in  Hie  middle  of  the  day,  and  bmg^t  with  them 
great  numbers  of  horses,  for  the  river  is  fordable.  said  there 
are  2000  Austrian  Hussars  a>me  to  us  ;  I  fancy  they  will  harass 
them  a  little.  The  Hessians,  Fulteney's  and  Bligb's  r^ments 
have  not  yet  joined  ns,  as  likewiie  some  Hanoverian  hraae.  I 
believe  we  only  wait  Ibr  them  to  attadc  our  enemy.  We  shall 
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soon  know  what  we  are  to  do  now  that  our  King  is  come.  His 
Majesty  came  two  days  ago.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  is 
declared  Major-General. 

The  Earl  of  Stair  had  like  to  have  been  hurt  by  an  escort  of 
two  squadrons  of  English  and  Hanoverian  cavalry  (when  he  was 
reconnoitring  the  enemy),  who  retreated  with  a  little  too  much 
haste  before  some  squadrons  of  French  hussars,  who,  upon  their 
retreat  fired  upon  them,  and  killed  a  trooper  and  dragoon  of 
ours.  The  reason  of  the  retreat,  as  I  heard,  was  this, — the  word 
being  given  to  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men,  who  were  an  advanced 
guard,  to  go  to  tlie  right  about,  the  whole  did  it,  thinking  they 
were  ordered,  and,  I  fancy,  at  the  odd  and  unexpected  appear- 
ance of  the  hussars  out  of  a  wood.  However,  they  were  rallied 
by  General  Cope,  and  would  have  charged  the  hussars  had  they 
been  permitted. 

Colonel  Duroure,  who  acts  as  Adjutant-General,  was  thrown 
from  his  horse  yesterday  by  a  Hanoverian  discharging  his  pistol 
just  by  him,  and  was  much  bruised.  We  are  all  sorry  for  it. 
He  has  been  very  good  to  his  ensigns  this  march ;  we  have  had 
the  use  of  his  canteens  whenever  he  thought  we  had  occasion  for 
them.  We  are  now  near  forty  miles  from  Frankfort,  which  we 
marched  in  two  days  and  two  nights,  with  about  nine  or  ten 
hours*  halt,  in  order  to  gain  a  pass  that  is  here,  and  now  in  our 
possession.  The  men  were  almost  star\ed  in  that  march.  They 
nor  the  officers  had  little  more  than  bread  and  water  to  live  on, 
and  that  very  scarce,  because  they  had  not  the  ammunition 
bread  the  day  it  was  due.    But  I  believe  it  could  not  be  helped. 

We  have  left  a  very  fine  country  to  come  to  the  worst  I  ever 
saw.  I  believe  it  is  in  the  Prince  of  Hesse's  dominions.  The 
King  is  in  a  little  palace  in  such  a  town  as  I  believe  he  never 
lived  in  before.  It  was  ruined  by  the  Hanoverians,  and  every- 
thing almost  that  was  in  it  carried  off  by  them,  some  time 
before  we  came.  They  and  our  men  now  live  by  marauding.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  stay  here  long,  if  we  do  I  don't  know  how  it 
will  be  possible  to  get  provisions.  TTie  French  are  buming  all 
the  villages  on  the  otlier  side  of  the  Mayne,  and  we  ravaging  the 
country  on  this  side. 

I  am  now  doing,  and  have  done  ever  since  we  encamped,  the 
duty  of  an  adjutant.  I  was  afraid  when  I  first  undertook  it 
that  the  fatigue  would  be  too  much  for  me,  but  now  I  am  use 
to  it,  I  think  it  will  agree  very  well  with  me,  at  least  I  hope  so. 
Brigadier  Huske  inquires  often  if  I  have  heard  from  you  lately. 
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and  desires  his  oompliments  to  you.  He  is  extremeLy  dvil  to 
me,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  him.  He  has  desired  his  Brigade- 
Major,  Mr.  Blukency,^  who  is  a  very  good  man,  to  instnict  me 

all  he  can.  Mv  brother  intends  writing  wry  soon.  \Vi^  both 
joiD  in  love  and  duty  to  you  and  my  mother,  and  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  and  aftiectionate  Sou, 

J.  Wolfe. 

They  were  always  leadj  enou^ — ^theii»  and  ainoe»  in  the  army 
— ^to  put  extra  work  upon  any  one^  however  youngt  who  showed 

any  alacrity  for  work. 

It  was  clear  even  to  the  eyes  of  tlie  new  acting  adjutant  that 
something  mui>t  be  done  fo  n --rue  the  Hritisli  army  from  the  pre- 
dicament into  wliirh  l!u  incapacity  of  its  coniniaruler  had  tinust 
it.  It  was  decide<l,  although  by  no  means  ;i  simple  move,  in  view 
of  the  #?uperiority  botli  in  numlxrs  ami  position  of  the  enemy,  to 
retreat  upon  Hanau,  wlicre  were  the  magjuines  and  reinforcements 
of  Hessians.  But  Noaillcs  was  on  the  alert;  he  at  once  became 
apprised  of  the  plan»  and  under  cover  of  diversions  by  his  hussars, 
threw  a  couple  more  bridges  across  the  Main,  making  ready  to 
pounce  upon  the  ibe»  whom  he  had,  as  he  believed,  caught  in  a 
trap.  On  June  S6  (N.S.),  Lord  Stair,  at  Aschalfoibuig^  issued  the 
following  orden— 

After  Tattoo  this  night  the  tents  of  the  whole  army  to  be 
struck  wUlitJiit  any  noise  and  all  the  haggage  and  artillery  to 
bold  theniivel  veti  in  readiness  to  march ;  the  army  to  remain  under 
arms  in  front  of  their  oicampmeuts. 

To>monow  at  break  of  day  ever^  regiment  to  mardi  into 
their  new  ground ;  and  as  soon  as  tlie  army  arc  arrived  in  tfadr 
new  camp,  they  are  to  remain  under  arms  in  front  of  the  new 
sround  ill  the  same  manner  as  they  did  the  nif^ht  pTTcedin?  till 
further  orders,  keeping  a  profound  silence,  no  iiresi  being  suilered 
in  the  camp. 

Stair  supposed  the  IFVendi  would  attack  from  the  Asdiafienbuig 
side  All  his  injunctions  of  secrecy  were  uaeless,  for  Noailles  knew« 
quite  as  soon  as  Stair^s  own  generals,  that  the  British  intended 
marching  OD  the  night  of  June  ftS.  And  knowing  this,  he  ordered 
his  nt  yilifnv,  the  Due  de  Grammont,  to  cross  the  Main  at  Seilenstadt 
with  50,000  troops  and  entrench  himself  at  Dettingen,  thu^i  blocking 
the  British  retreat  Moreover,  the  moment  the  British  abandoned 

'  AnsfkeworGsMBslBlsksney. 
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Aschaffenburg,  Noaillcs  poured  12,000  men  into  it,  Stair  having 
courteously  refrained  from  blowing  up  the  bridge  in  his  rear.  At 
four  o^clock  in  the  moniing  of  June  27,  Duroure'*s  and  the  other 


regiments  began  their  march  to  Dettingen.  At  seven  a  French 
battery  posted  at  a  small  chapel  near  Stockstadt  opened  fire  on 
the  British  cavalry,  putting  the  baggage-train  into  a  panic,  the 

D 
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driven  escaping  ficooi  their  wagons  into  the  woods.  A  general 
loot  ensued.  At  the  beginning  of  the  bombanlinent  King  George 
mu  at  the  reer.  As  it  grew  hotter  he  rode  up  to  the  bead  in  full 
view  of  his  troops,  who  cheered  him  enthusiastically.  The  Frendi 
were  now  visible,  drawn  up  in  battle  array  between  Dcttiiigcn 
and  Welsheim,  all  in  white  uniforms  and  bearing  white  standards. 

It  was  a  fine  day ;  a  few  fleecv  clouds  flitted  across  the  sky. 
Picturesque  was  tiic  scene,  illumined  by  the  June  sun,  the  rcd  coais 
of  the  British,  the  black  (  uirasses  and  helmets  of  the  German 
cavalry,  the  blue  jackets  and  red  breeches  of  the  Uhlans,  and  the 
grcx.il  and  red  of  the  lluugaiiaii  hussars.  James  Wolfe  was  about 
to  suffer  his  baptism  of  fire.  By  a  singular  coincidence  Jeffrey 
Anihent,  his  destined  commandcr-in-duef  in  America,  Robert 
Monckton  and  Geoige  Townaheiid,  bis  second  and  third  in 
command  at  Qoebee^  ivere  also  present. 

It  WBB  twelve  o*dock.  Tbe  fVencb  artiikfj  had  been  firing  all 
the  moming  and  doing  disastrous  execution.  All  was  now  in 
readiness  for  King  George  and  the  Allies  to  advance.  Tbe  Due  de 
Grammont  with  i^,000  men  held  the  defile,  an  impregnaUe  positioQ 
and  fatal  to  the  British  as  long  as  he  remained  on  the  defensive. 
His  chief  Noailles  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  could  hardly 
Ix'lirve  his  eyes  v-hvn  he  saw  Grammonfs  troops  moving  towards 
the  Jiritish.  TIk  iiiijxdioas  youth  couid  not  wait:  the  sight  of 
the  enemy  bad  provwl  too  much  for  his  discretion.  Noailles  was 
in  despair.  "Grammont,"  he  cried,  "has  ruined  all  my  plans!" 
He  spoke  tndy,  fui  tiiammont  had  voluntarily  quitted  his 
advantageous  position  to  meet  the  Allies  in  the  plain.  The  latter, 
cheering  and  full  of  zeal,  made  ready  for  the  impact.  Royal 
George  gaUuped  down  the  lin^  fiooridiing  bis  swoidy  and  addraaain^ 
the  Britiflh  infimtiy,  called  out,  '■Now,  boys^  now  for  the  bonoor 
of  England.  Advance  boldly  and  the  Frendi  will  soon  ranP 
Tbe  Kng  bad  cboaen  bis  charger  with  less  felidty  than  bis  woids : 
the  animal  began  rearing  and  plunging  dcspcrateij.  Feariiig  the 
fitte  which  overtook  many  oflicers  that  day,  Geoi^  dismounted 
and  remained  on  foot,  sword  in  hand,  throughout  the  battle;*  As 
the  Allies  advanced  the  French  fell  back ;  their  cavalry  came  on 
impetuously,  and  General  Clayton  ordered  Bland's  Dragoons  to 
chaige.   fiilaad's  Dragoons  (now  the  Idth  Hussars)  obeyed*  but  ao 

*  We  need  not  believe  the  nudicious  ston^  circulated  hy  VolUire  that  the 
KiaK  went  tlirough  all  Ui«  •word  Arill  1m  asd  been  taaght  by  his  tsada^ 

m:v-<*vr.  1inin;itiff  in  r AcitcinrTit  nt  iniapinnry  fippnnpiit-,  .iltsnstsly advWMl&g 
aud  recuUiug^  and  |K>rs|>iiriiig  with  his  harmltite  exertiuua. 
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fierce  was  the  onset  of  the  French  Gens  d"'Arme.s  that  if  a  l>attAhon 
of  British  infantry  had  not  intervened  the  dragoons  would  have 
been  cut  to  pieces.  Cavalr)'  charge  succeeded  cavalry  charge  before 
the  chance  of  the  infantry  came.  Wolfe  busily  doing  an  adjutant's 
duties  on  the  field,  was  in  the  very  thick  of  the  fight,  as  was  his 
brothei.  The  latter  wrote  three  days  afterwards  to  his  mother 
the  following  account — 

EdWABD  WoLFK  to  HIS  MOTHEB. 

June  30th,  1743. 

Deabest  Madam, — I  take  the  very  first  opportunity  I  can 
to  acquaint  you  that  my  brother  and  self  escaped  in  the  engage- 
ment we  had  with  the  French,  the  16th  of  June  last  [O.S.],  and 
thank  God,  are  as  well  as  ever  we  were  in  our  lives,  after  not 
only  being  cannonaded  two  hours  and  three-quarters,  and  fighting 
with  small  arms  two  hours  and  one-quarter,  but  lay  the  two 
following  nights  upon  our  arms,  whilst  it  rained  for  about  twenty 
hours  in  the  same  time ;  yet  are  ready  and  as  capable  to  do  the 
same  again.  We  lost  one  captain  and  a  lieutenant.  Captain 
Rainsford  is  very  well  and  not  wounded ;  he  desires  you  will 
send  his  wife  word  of  this  as  soon  as  you  hear  it.  Our  Colonel 
had  a  horse  shot  under  him,  but  escaped  himself.  The  King 
was  present  in  the  field.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  behaved 
charmingly.  .  .  .  Duke  d'Aremberg  is  dangerously  wounded. 
We  took  two  or  three  general  officers  and  two  princes  of  the 
blood  and  wounded  Marshal  Noailles. 

Our  regiment  has  got  a  great  deal  of  honour,  for  we  were  in 
the  middle  of  the  first  line,  and  in  the  greatest  danger.  .  .  .  My 
brother  has  wrote  to  my  father  and  I  believe  has  given  him  a 
small  account  of  the  battle,  so  I  hope  you  will  excuse  it  me. 
The  Emperor  is  come  to  Frankfort  and  we  are  encamped  about 
two  leagues  from  it ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  King  is  to  meet  him 
there  and  that  there's  a  |x;ace  to  be  made  between  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  and  the  Emperor. 

I  hope  I  shall  see  you  some  time  or  another  and  then  tell 
you  more ;  but  think  now  that  I  have  given  you  joy  and  concern 
enough.  Pray,  my  duty  to  my  dearest  father,  who  I  hope  is  well. 
I  am,  dearest  Madam, 

Your  dutiful  and  Affectionate  Son, 

E.  Wolfe. 

Pray  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  my  writing  for  this  time,  I  am 
in  such  a  hurry  to  send  you  this  news. 
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Not  until  a  full  week  after  the  battle  was  James  aUe  ta 
the  foUowing  report  of  his  tot  engigcment  to  his  &tlMr— 

7b  BIB  Fathjou 

Hochst,  July  iih,  N.S.,  1743. 

Dejib  Sir, — ^This  is  the  fii-st  time  that  I  have  hrvn  able  or 
have  had  the  least  time  to  write,  otherwise  I  slioiiKl  liave  done 
it  when  my  brother  did.  The  fatigue  I  had  the  day  we  fought 
and  the  day  after  made  me  very  nmch  oiit  uf  uider,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  keep  my  tent  for  two  days.  Bkcdiug  was  of  great 
■enrioe  to  me^  and  I  am  now  aa  weU  as  ever. 

Tbe  Btmj  was  drawn  out  this  day  se'^mig^t  betwesD  a  wood 
and  a  riw  Mal]ie»  neer  a  little  village,  celled  Dettingen,  in  ive 
linear-two  of  foot  and  three  of  bone.  The  cannoa  on  hoUi 
eidee  began  to  plaj  about  nine  o'*clock  in  the  moraan^  and  wo 
were  exposed  to  tibe  Ape  of  thein  (said  to  be  about  fiftj  pieces) 
fcr  near  three  hours,  a  great  part  of  which  flsnked  us  terribly 
from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  The  French  were  all  the  while 
drawn  up  in  sight  of  us  on  this  side.  About  twelve  o^clock  we 
marched  towards  them ;  they  advanced  likewi5?e,  and,  as  near  as 
I  can  gtiess,  the  fight  began  about  one.  T^ic  Gvns  d' Amies,  or 
Mous(juetaircs  Gris,  attacked  the  fii'st  hnc,  eonijxjsed  of  nine 
regiments  of  English  foot,  and  four  or  five  of  Austrians,  and 
some  Hanoverians.  They  broke  through  the  Scotch  Fusileers, 
wlu)  they  Ix^gnn  to  attack  upon;  but  before  they  got  to  the 
sccojid  line,  out  of  two  hundred  there  were  not  forty  living,  so 
they  wheeled,  and  came  between  the  first  and  second  line  (except 
en  oflieer  witii  a  standard,  and  four  or  fifo  men,  who  brake 
through  the  seoood  line  and  wen  taken  bf  some  of  HaiHflff*o 
regiment  of  Dragoons^  and  about  twenty  of  them  esoiped  to 
tbdr  army,  riding  throng  an  intemd  that  was  made  for  our 
Horn  to  advanofe  Hiese  unhappy  men  were  of  the  first  familiea 
in  Aanoe,  Nothing,  I  bdieve^  oould  be  moce  rash  than  tbeir 
undertaking. 

The  second  attadi  was  made  on  the  left  by  their  Horse 
against  oxirs,  which  advanced  for  the  first  time.    Neither  side 

did  much,  for  tlicv  both  n'trcatcvl ;  and  our  Horse  had  like 
to  have  broke  our  lii>f  lint'  in  the  confusion.  The  Horse  fired 
their  pistols,  which,  if  tiiey  had  let  alone,  ami  attacked  the 
French  with  their  swords,  being  so  mucli  stronger  and  heavier, 
they  would  certainly  have  beat  them.  Their  excuse  for  re- 
treating— they  could  not  make  their  hoiiies  ^tuiid  the  fire ! 
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The  third  and  last  attack  was  made  by  the  foot  on  both  sides. 
We  advanced  towards  one  another;  our  men  in  high  spirits, 
and  very  impatient  for  fighting,  being  elated  with  beating  the 
French  Horse,  part  of  which  advanced  towards  us ;  while  the 
rest  attacked  our  Horse,  but  were  soon  driven  back  by  the  great 
fire  we  gave  them.  The  Major  and  I  (for  we  had  neither  Colonel 
nor  Lieutenant-Colonel),  before  they  came  near,  were  employed  in 
begging  and  ordering  the  men  not  to  fire  at  too  great  a  distance, 
but  to  keep  it  till  the  enemy  should  come  near  us ;  but  to  little 
purpose.  The  whole  fired  when  they  thought  they  could  reach 
them,  which  had  like  to  have  ruined  us.  We  did  very  little 
execution  with  it.  As  soon  as  the  French  saw  we  presented 
they  all  fell  down,  and  when  we  had  fired  they  all  got  up,  and 
marched  close  to  us  in  tolerable  good  order,  and  gave  us  a 
brisk  fire,  which  put  us  into  some  disorder  and  made  us  give 
way  a  little,  particularly  ours  and  two  or  three  more  regiments, 
who  were  in  the  hottest  of  it.  However,  we  soon  rallied  again, 
and  attacked  them  with  great  fury,  which  gained  us  a  complete 
victory,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  retire  in  great  haste.  Twas 
luck  that  we  did  give  way  a  little,  for  our  men  were  loading  all 
the  while,  and  it  gave  room  for  an  Austrian  regiment  to  move 
into  an  interval,  rather  too  little  before,  who  charged  the  enemy 
with  great  bravery  and  resolution.  So  soon  as  the  French  re- 
treated, the  line  halted,  and  we  got  the  sad  news  of  the  death 
of  as  good  and  brave  a  man  as  any  amongst  us.  General  Clayton, 
who  was  killed  by  a  musquct  ball  in  the  last  attack.  His  death 
gave  us  all  sorrow,  so  great  was  the  opinion  we  had  of  him,  and 
was  the  hindrance  of  anything  further  being  done  that  day.  He 
had,  'tis  said,  orders  for  pursuing  the  enemy,  and  if  we  had 
followed  them,  as  was  expected,  it  is  the  opinion  of  most  people, 
that  of  the  27,000  men  they  brought  over  the  Maine,  they  would 
not  have  repassetl  with  half  that  number.  When  they  retreated, 
several  pieces  of  our  artillery  played  upon  them,  and  made  ter- 
rible havoc ;  at  last  we  followed  them,  but  too  late ;  they  had 
almost  all  passed  the  river.  One  of  the  bridges  broke,  and  in 
the  hurry  abundance  were  drowned.  A  great  number  of  their 
officers  and  men  were  taken  prisoners.  Their  loss  is  computed 
to  be  between  six  and  seven  thoiisand  men,  and  ours  three 
thousand. 

His  Majesty  was  in  the  midst  of  the  fight ;  and  the  Duke 
behaved  as  bravely  as  a  man  could  do.  He  had  a  musquet-shot 
through  the  calf  of  his  leg.    I  had  several  times  the  honour  of 
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sjpcaking  with  him  just  as  the  battle  began,  and  was  often  afiraud 
ci  his  being  dashed  to  pieces  by  the  caitnon-baUB.   He  gave  his 

Olders  with  a  great  deal  of  calmness,  and  seemed  quite  UiMiOII-> 
cemcd.  The  i^oldicrs  were  in  high  dtlight  to  have  liim  so  near 
them.  Captain  Rainsford  bt'linved  with  tlu'  greatest  conduct 
and  bravery  in  the  world.  I  iiometimes  thought  1  had  lost  poor 
Ned,  when  I  saw  amis,  legs,  and  heads  beat  off  close  bj  faim. 
He  is  called  **  The  Old  Soldier,*  and  very  deservedly.  A  horse 
I  rid  of  the  Coloners  at  the  fint  attack  was  shot  in  one  of  his 
hinder  legs,  and  threw  mo ;  so  I  was  obliged  to  do  the  duty 
of  an  adjutant  all  that  and  the  next  day  on  foot,  in  a  pair  of 
heavy  boots. 

I  lost  with  the  horse,  fbrniture  and  pistols  which  cost  me 

ten  ducats  ;  but  throe  days  after  the  battle  got  the  horse  again, 
wiih  the  ball  in  him, — and  he  is  now  almost  well  again, — but 
without  furniture  and  pistols. 

A  brigade  of  Knglish  and  another  of  Hanovenjuis  are  in 
ganison  in  this  town,  which  wo  an  Ibrtifying  daily.  We  aie 
detaidied  from  the  gxand  annj,  whidi  is  encamped  between 
Frankfoi-t  and  Hanan,  about  twdve  miles  off. 

They  tnlk  of  a  second  battle  soon.  Count  Khovcnhullcr  and 
Marshal  Broglie  are  expected  to  joiTi  the  two  armies  in  a  few 
days.  ^Ve  are  very  well  situated  at  pres»ent,  and  in  a  plentiful 
country.  Ibd  we  stayed  a  few  days  longer  at  Ascha^nboig 
we  bad  been  all  starved,  for  the  French  would  have  cut  off  our 
communication  with  Frankfort.  Poor  Captain  Merrydan  is 
killed.  Pray  mine  and  my  hrother^s  duty  to  my  mother.  We 
hope  you  are  both  perfectly  well. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  and  afiectionate  Son, 

J.  WOLFK. 

Such  was  the  famous  battle  of  Dettingen.  A  hollow  triumph 
had  heea  obtained,  when  so  little  lacked  to  malce  it  an  efl^ctive 
▼ictofy.  1hi6  IVencfa  had  been  repulsed  across  fbe  river  with  4000 
killed  and  wounded,  the  losses  of  the  Allies  being,  perhaps,  half 
that  number.  Duroure"'s  hnd  twenty-nine  officers  and  .soldiers 
killed  and  sixty-eight  wounded,  more  than  any  other  regiment. 
**  The  French,  to  the  sui'prise  of  every  one,*"  wrote  one  participant, 
"were  suffered  to  esci^  unmolested.  The  King  halted  and  the  scene 
of  art)  on  and  militaxy  ardour  was  suddenly  turned  into  aCourtcude 
—His  Majesty  was  congratulated  by  every  militaij  courtaiaa  on 
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horseback,  on  the  glorious  Event — the  Hanoverian  Generals  gal- 
loped up  with  their  reporb* — questions  innumerable  were  asked  and 
reports  made ;  the  British  Generals  returning  lamented  the  loss  of 
so  interesting  a  crisis  and  some  of  tlicm  incfFectually  represented 
upon  it,  yet  the  Enemy  was  suffered  to  quietly  repass  their  bridge 
over  the  Mayne !  although  6000  Hessians  were  at  Hanau  in  perfect 
order  for  Action — the  greatest  part  of  the  British  army  with  great 
solemnity  then  passed  the  rivulet  and  encamped  on  the  ground  to 
the  west  of  it  where  the  Field  Marshal  de  Noailles  had  left  his  first 
position.* 

After  the  battle,  the  Allies  spent  the  night  in  the  open  where 
they  had  fought.  The  rain  came  down  in  torrents,  increasing  the 
sufferings  of  the  wounded.  At  daybreak  the  march — or  more 
truly  the  flight — to  Hanau  was  begim,  leaving  the  maimed  and 
dying  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  French,  who  behaved  with  great 
consideration.  By  this  time  Stair  was  for  renewing  the  attack,  but 
the  King  and  his  friends  were  in  no  mind  to  risk  another  battle. 
In  the  afternoon  they  reached  Hanau,  where  an  entry  in  Lord 
Stair's  order-book  explains  Acting- Adjutant  Wolfe's  delay  in 
writing  home  after  the  battle — 

June  19/A,  1743,  Hannaa  Camp. 
The  commanding  officers  of  troops  to  examine  into  the  state 
of  their  troops  and  to  make  a  return  of  what  men  and  horses  are 
now  fit  for  service,  what  condition  their  imns  are  in,  what  camp 
necessaries  they  have  lost  the  day  of  the  action  and  are  wanting 
in  each  troop.  This  examination  to  be  made  this  day  and  the 
return  to  be  given  in  by  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  moniing  to  the 
adjutant. 

Wolfe's  abih'ty,  despite  his  years,  and  it  must  be  remembered 
that  he  was  but  sixteen  and  a  half,  was  shown  so  conspicuously  at 
Dettingen  that  a  fortnight  later  (July  13,  N.S.)  the  King  was 
pleased  to  appoint  him  adjutant  of  his  regiment.  Before  the 
month  was  out  at  Hanau  he  had  got  his  commission  as  lieutenant. 
Amongst  those  who  had  noted  specially  the  conduct  of  Wolfe  on 
the  field  was  the  young  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  already  exhibited  a  rare  talent  for  command.  It  is  the 
custom  to  give  royal  princes  honorary  military  titles,  but  of  the 
many  such  who  have  received  their  major-generalships  with  their 
majority,  few  had  seemed  more  likely  to  become  worthy  of  such 
high  military  rank  than  Prince  William  Henry. 

'  Towusheud's  JoumaJ. 
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Dettingen  revealed  the  weaknesses  of  the  British  Armj,  a  thing 
not  to  be  wondcrc  d  at  after  thirty  years  of  peace.  But  the  moral 
and  political  eftect  of  the  battle  upon  the  situation  was  markefl. 
While  Noailles  was  recovering  at  Offenbach,  Prince  Charles  with 
64,000  Austrians  advanced  upon  him,  compelling  his  rapid  retreat 
across  the  Hhine  into  Alsace,  blowing  up  liis  magazines  as  he  went. 
The  Allies  made  no  attempt  in  pursuit,  although  again  Lord  Stair 
urged  it  upon  the  King  and  the  military  cabal  with  which  he  was 
Burrooiided.  They  moved  on  quietly  and  mMy  to  Wc»iiis»  wboe 
a  new  camp  was  formed.  From  hence  lieotenant  Wolfe  writes  to 
his  fkther— 


7b  HIS  Fathbi. 

Cnnp  near  WamaMt       h  ^748^ 
Dbab  Sn^-— By  a  letter  I  received  from  yaa  some  days  ago* 

I  have  the  happiness  and  satisfiBU^tion  to  hear  that  you  and  my 
mother  are  well ;  but  it  beii^  my  brother^s  turn  to  write  (wfaidi 
we  intend  to  do  in  tmns  every  Satoiday)^  I  put  off  answering 

until  to-day. 

The  army  passed  the  Khiiif  \hv  iZiWd  [N.S.],  a  little  below 
Mentz,  and  cAme  to  this  ground  )  t  1(  iday.  It  was  pos^e^scd  Ijy 
the  French  before  the  tu-tion  of  Dt  ttuigen.  The  fortiticatums 
of  the  Swiss  aiiup  (who  would  ntU  ^miss  the  Rhine)  are  ju>t  by, 
and  those  where  the  bridge  was  that  the  French  went  upon  is 
dose  to  it.  The  boats  that  made  our  bridge  below  Mentz  are 
expected  hen  to-morrow  for  the  Dutch  troops  to  come  over, 
who,  we  hear,  will  he  with  as  in  six  or  sera  days,  nwie  are 
numhers  of  reports  relating  to  Brinoe  CharWs  amy*  so  that  I 
won'^t  pretend  to  send  you  any  aocoont  of  it»  only  that  most 
people  think  he  has  not  pasted  the  Rhine.  Tlie  Froidi  are  now 
eneam{K>d  between  Landau  and  Wissembei^.  Captain  Rainilbiidl 
says  if  they  have  any  spirit  they  will  attack  as  here  before  we 
are  joined  by  the  Datch*  and  so  I  believe  our  Commandera  think, 
Ibr  they  have  just  given  orders  to  have  all  encumbrances  removed 
from  before  the  front  of  each  regiment,  in  order  to  turn  out  at 
amiTnTte''s  warning,  mid  n  chain  of  sentries  are  to  be  immediately 
plac((i  in  front  of  tlie  eimp.  Our  eanip  is  tolerably  strong;  we 
are  ope  n  in  the  front,  ^vith  hill->,  fioin  which  cannon  cannot  do 
ns  much  harm.  At  ihr  liottnm  oi  these  hilLs  is  a  little  rivulet  ; 
ill  our  rear  is  the  Kliine.  The  left  is  secured  by  the  town  of 
Worms,  and  the  right  is  open ;  but  neither  the  front  nor  right 
have  greater  c^tenings  than  we  have  troops  to  fill  them  up ;  so  I 
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believe  we  are  pretty  safe.  I  am  just  now  told  that  a  party  of 
our  hussars  have  taken  a  French  grand  guard ;  they  have  killed 
the  captain  and  thirteen  men,  and  have  brought  sixty-four  to 
Worms.  Tm  convinced  of  the  truth,  because  some  gentlemen 
of  our  regiment  saw  them  go  along  the  Hue,  and  are  going  to 
buy  some  of  the  horses.  I  cannot  tell  if  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land knows  what  you  mentioned  in  your  letter ;  I  have  never  had 
any  opportunity  of  inquiring.  It  is  but  a  few  days  that  he  is 
come  abroad :  he  has  marched  since  we  crossed  the  Rhine,  at  the 
head  of  his  second  line  of  English,  which  is  his  post.  He  is 
very  brisk,  and  quite  cured  of  his  wound.  His  presence  en- 
courages the  troops,  and  makes  them  ready  to  undertake  any- 
thing, having  so  brave  a  man  at  the  head  of  them.  I  hope  some 
day  or  other  to  have  the  honour  of  knowing  him  better  than  I 
do  now;  His  what  I  wish  as  much  as  anything  in  the  world 
(except  the  pleasure  which  I  hope  to  enjoy  when  it  shall  please 
God),  that  of  seeing  my  dear  friends  at  Greenwich.  Poor 
Colonel  Durourc  is,  I  am  afraid,  in  great  danger ;  we  left  him  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Rhine  very  ill  with  a  bloody  flux.  Our 
major  is  at  the  same  place  likewise,  very  much  out  of  order. 
Our  colonel  was  never  more  wanted  to  command  us  than  now. 

I  shall  say  nothing  now  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Blue  Guards ; 
I  wish  they  may  do  better  next  time,  and  I  don't  doubt  but  they 
will.  It  would  give  me  a  great  deal  of  sorrow  if  they  did 
not. 

We  have  a  great  deal  of  sickness  amongst  us,  so  I  believe 
the  sooner  we  engage  (if  it  is  to  be)  the  better.  I  hope  you. 
Sir,  and  my  mother  are  perfectly  well.  I  heartily  wish  it,  and 
that  you  may  continue  so.  My  brother  joins  with  me  in  duty 
and  love  to  both. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

Three  days  later  Stair,  whose  position  had  been  one  of  great 
difficulty  ever  since  the  King's  arrival  on  the  scene,  resigned  his 
command.  Yet  he  had  his  adherents  still.  One  officer  writing 
home  said,  "  If  the  general's  advice  had  been  followed  we  should 
have  been  half  way  to  Paris  by  now.*"  His  resignation  put  an 
end  to  all  notion  of  further  engagements  with  the  enemy,  and  soon 
afterwards  the  King  and  his  suite  returned  to  London  to  revel  in 
the  applaiise  of  the  multitude,  who  magnified  the  business  into 
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a  glorious  victory.  While  odes  and  Te  Deuins  were  thus  the 
order  of  the  day  at  home,  the  camp  at  Wonns  was  broken  up, 

Field  Marshal  Wult  being  appointed  Stair's  successor  jus  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Uritish  forces  in  Flanders.  The  fifth 
division  (which  included  Duroures),  under  Lord  Rothes,  marched 
to  Brussels,  which  they  reached  November  22,  and  from  thence  to 
Ortend  for  the  winter,  mudi  to  our  lieutenantV^  disgust  Edwaid, 
whose  heslth  had  oonsiderably  suffered  by  ^  campaign,  got  leave 
to  go  home  during  the  dull  season,  but  his  brother's  services  as 
adjutant  were  too  indispensable  for  him  tr>  be  spared  for  any  length 
of  time.  There  a  groat  shortage  of  officers,  and  being  in- 
tensely ambitious  he  dared  not  plead  any  excuse  fur  a  remission  of 
bis  duties.  Hist  his  promotion  had  come  foU  early  he  wdl  knew : 
it  had  doubtless  occasioned  comment :  his  great  object  was  to 
deserve  it.  So  he  passed  the  whole  winter  in  Ostend  uncomplain- 
ingly, making  hiniM*lf  meanwhile  a  thoronrfh  master  of  his  work 
and  winning  the  uiiection  of  both  his  feiluw-uiKcers  and  the  men. 
Christmas  and  his  birthday  found  him  at  Ostend.  In  EdmiaiT  he 
heard  with  joy  tiiat  his  &ther  had  been  promoted  to  the  nnk  of 
brigadier-general.  l%iiiking  that  all  the  Wolfes  ought  to  have  a 
share  in  titular  advancement,  he  pleasantly  promoted  his  brother, 
still  under  the  jvitenial  roof  in  I^ndon,  to  a  captaincy  in  an 
amusing  letter  he  wrote  in  the  spring— 

Jambs  Io  Epwabd  Wotn. 

Ostend,  Munk  21,  aS.,  I74a 

Deae  Ned, — I  got  yours  yesterday  from  Dover  by  a  gentle- 
man who  was  so  good  to  tAke  it  up  and  bring  it  me  from  tlieiice. 
I  expected  to  have  had  my  box  at  Uie  same  lime,  for  I  thought 
our  going  to  England  (or  rather  the  appearance  of  it)  was 
entirely  laid  aside.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  yottif  you  will  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  sending  it  I  want  it  very  much.  I  have 
not  a  pair  of  boots  I  cnn  wear.  The  regiment  will  very  soon  be 
out  to  exercise.  You  and  I  are  to  be  tented  together  next  cam- 
paign. The  marquee  is  making  and  will  cost  us  about  ^4.  I 
shall  send  to  Ghoit  Tcry  socm  to  bespeak  a  cart,  which  with 
harness  for  two  horses  I  am  told  will  come  to  ten  pounds  or 
thereabouts.  I  shall  get  everything  I  find  necessarv'  for  us  ;  so 
you  need  not  be  in  any  pain  about  your  equipage.  I  think 
llainsford  is  not  brutal  enough  to  send  you  from  England,  who 
hare  done  all  his  duty  this  three  or  four  months ;  sure  he  knows 
better.   I  haire  a  better  opinion  of  his  understanding. 
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I  hear  of  no  promotion  in  the  regiment,  except  that  "  Thick- 
head "  ^  has  got  his  fathcr''s  company.  Stephens  is  certainly  going 
out,  he  is  to  be  surgeon  to  the  two  troop  of  Horse  Grenadiers  and 
sell  his  employments  with  us  ;  so  you  will  get  a  step  by  that. 
Ryder  I  believe  will  buy  the  Surgeonship.  I  am  glad  you  find 
the  mantua-maker  pretty.  I  thought  so,  I  assure  you  ;  I  give 
up  all  pretensions.  Pray  use  her  kindly.  Doubtless  you  love 
the  company  of  the  fair  sex.  If  you  should  happen  to  go  where 
Mi's.  Seabourg  is,  pray  don''t  fall  in  love  with  her,  I  can't  give 
her  uj)  tamely,  remember  I  am  your  rival.  I  am  also  in  some 
pain  about  Miss  Warde.  Admire  anywhere  else  and  welcome, 
— except  the  widow  Bright  Miss  Paterson  is  yours,  if  you  like 
her,  and  so  is  the  little  staring  girl  in  the  chapel  *  with  twenty 
thousand  pounds.  Pray  give  my  duty  to  my  mother.  I  hope 
her  cold  is  well.  The  plum  cake  she  gave  me  was  very  good  and 
of  singular  service  to  me.  I  do  not  believe  the  box  would  hold 
any,  but — they  say  'tis  particularly  wholesome  at  Ostend  ! 

I  am,  dear  Ned,  sincerely  yours, 

J.  Wolfe. 

N'oublic  point  mes  compliments  k  les  adorables  femmes  que 
je  viens  de  nommer. 

To  Caw.  Wolvk  at  Brig.  Wolfe'a 
in  old  liurlington  Street, 
Burlington  Garden*, 
London. 

**  Pray  give  my  duty  to  my  mother,"  may  seem  a  somewhat 
cold  and  formal  phrase  from  a  youth  of  seventeen,  even  though  he 
be  a  seasoned  soldier  and  an  adjutant,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind 
the  epistolary  spirit  and  filial  ceremony  of  the  age,  which  tempers 
much  that  to  us  seems  callous  and  anti-fervid.  There  still  remains  a 
residue,  however,  in  Wolfe's  letters  to  his  mother  which  discloses 
something  of  the  peculiar  character  of  their  relations.  We  seem 
to  see  a  good  deal  of  the  antique  Roman  spirit  about  them  both  : 
each  sincerely  loved  the  other,  both  were  chary  of  expressions  of 
relaxing  endearment.  Wolfe  himself  usually  takes  a  stem,  self- 
contained  tone  towards  his  mother,  easily  to  be  mistaken  now-a-day» 
for  priggishness.    But  James  Wolfe  was  no  prig :  moreover,  his 

'  "Tluckhead,"  Lieutenaut  Romer,  whom  Edward  Wolfe  sacceeded. 
—Wright 

^  'Ine  chapel  of  Grccawich  Hospital^  where  the  Wolfe  family  at  one  period 
attended  service. 
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effusion  of  natiual  spirits  is  sometimes  notable,  as  in  the  last 

quoted  letter. 

Shortly  after  this  Wolfe  fjot  his  commission  as  ( aptain,  and 
was  transferred  to  Baneir.s  liegimcnt  (the  4th  I  oot),  and  his 
brother  rejoined  Duroure's  as  lieutenant.  Both  i-eginients  marched 
away  to  join  the  ai'my  now  assembled  on  the  banks  of  the 
Scheldt  under  ManU  Wad^  omBistiDg  of  88,000  British,  16,000 
Hancyverians,  18,000  Austriansy  and  5M>,000  Dutdi— in  all,  76,000 
troops.  Aflerwazds  they  were  ranfinoed  by  18,000  Dutch. 
While  this  laige  army  remained  inactive  on  the  Sdiddt,  tlie 
IVendi  under  MBniml  Swii^  after  Iwing  oonoentzaited  at 
proceeded  to  ovemm  the  Netherlanda, 

Wade  was,  as  we  see  now,  a  pitiful  sort  of  general,  more  at 
home  in  road-building  than  in  plcuming  and  fighting  battles.  He 
considered  himself  too  weak  to  offer  any  effectoal  bairic  r  to  the 
French,  who  took  Courlrai,  Menin  and  Ypres  successively  before 
their  English  riyiponf  rit  was  spurred  forward  to  action  by  in- 
dignant orders  t  i  om  homo.  The  sun-eruler  of  Ypres  was  especially 
disgrat^ful,  ami  Wade  beaime  so  frightened  tli.il  lie  sent  awav  his 
plate  for  safe-I<:eeping  at  Antwerp,  a  fact  well  kuown  to  British 
officers  and  men.  A  letter  written  by  Edwartl  Wolfe,  the  last  of 
the  brief  series  written  by  tiiat  haplesis  young  oliicer,  throws  i»ome 
light  on  the  situation — 

Edwabd  Worn  lo  hu  F▲Tli1a^ 

Ounp  mar  Hvdinghtm,  June  I7th,  1744. 
Dnaa  8iB»— *I  am  Bony  to  infonn  yoa  of  ao  diaagpeeaMc 
piece  of  newi  as  Ypres  being  sumndered  after  a  siege  of  ei^t 
days.  Ifo  doubt  but  it  gives  great  spirits  to  our  enemy,  who^ 
Uis  said,  bavo  lost  my  few  men ;  but  I  have  not  yet  heaid  their 
loss. 

We  have  some  expectations  of  their  Tisiting  us  nait. 
Tlicy  have  a  party  of  men  very  near  our  advanced  guard,  on  ilia 
other  side  of  the  Scheldt.   However,  we  are  prepared  for  tbem  t 

so  they  won''t  find  it  very  easy  to  pass  that  river.    We  suspect 

\hv  flesiVns  of  Duke  d'^Harcourt,  with  his  army  Ix^twocn  thirty 
and  foi  ty  thousand  men,  who, 'tis  said,  are  encanip"  d  Ix'twecn 
Monsand  Maulx  rL;r.  Our  last  motion,  T  am  told,  retarded  the 
siege  of  Ypres  davs.  They,  cx])ecting  we  were  coming 
towards  them,  were  under  arms  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  we 
left  our  ground. 

I  have  a  list  of  om  aiuiy,  which  I  would  willingly  send  you, 
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but  Major  Rainsford  gave  it  me,  and  desired  I  would  be  cautious 
of  showing  it,  and  advised  me  not  to  venture  sending  it  over. 
We  are  in  hopes  of  the  six  English  regiments  coming  to  join  us 
with  6000  Dutch.  The  wind  has  been  fair  for  bringing  liiem  to 
Ostend  ;  but  we  don't  hear  they  are  landed. 

Duke  de  Chartres  was  killed  at  the  siege  of  Ypres.  He  was 
one  of  their  chiefs,  and  a  very  experienced  officer,  llie  French 
had  a  hundred  pieces  of  caimon  and  five  or  six  batteries  of  small 
mortars.  The  taking  of  the  town  is  really  no  great  feat,  if  we 
consider  the  strength  of  tiie  garrison,  which  was  said  to  be  but 
four  weak  battalions. 

I  wrote  to  my  dear  mother  by  Sergeant  Somerset,  who  I  sup- 
pose will  be  with  you  before  you  receive  this.  I  don''t  doubt  but 
she  is  in  some  apprehension,  of  our  being  in  danger  ;  but  I  hope 
she'll  not  fright  herself  while  we  continue  in  health,  as  we  are 
both  now.  We  have  had  no  fatigue  yet  in  comparison  of  that 
we  had  in  Grermany ;  but  nobody  knows  what  we  may  have. 
We  have  here  a  defensive  army,  and  fewer  in  numbers  than  we 
were  last  campaign ;  still  we  never  despair  of  coming  off*  with 
laurels  whenever  we  meet  our  enemy.  Our  men  keep  up  their 
spirits.  The  taking  of  these  two  towns  and  the  number  of  men 
they  imagine  the  French  have  does  not  in  the  least  deject  them, 
but  makes  them  only  wish  for  a  meeting.  My  brother  desires 
his  duty  to  you  and  my  dearest  mother. 
I  am,  dearest  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  son, 

Edw.  Wolfe. 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  my  lieutenancy. 

This  postscript  reminds  us  that  the  Wolfes  were  actively  engaged 
in  pushing  the  fortunes  of  both  their  sons  in  that  age  of  patronage 
and  promotion  by  purchase. 

A  month  after  the  foregoing  letter  was  written  Wade  held  a 
council  of  war,  but  altliough  the  French  raids  became  daily  more 
daring  (on  one  occasion  they  nearly  carried  off  the  aged  marshal 
himself)  little  came  of  it.  Inaction  ate  the  heart  out  of  the 
troops.  Some  of  the  generals  almost  went  down  on  their  knees 
urging  Wade  to  attack,  especially  when  the  enemy  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  half  his  strength  to  meet  the  Austrian  forces.  Nothing 
was  done ;  rivalries  and  petty  jealousies  abounded.  Discipline 
was  relaxed.    The  two  Wolfe  brothers  being  now  in  different 
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regiments,  only  saw  each  other  occasionally.  AlreaHy  F.rlwfirdV 
constitution  was  undermined  by  hardships.  In  St  pttmlK  i-  hr  wns 
ailing  and  with  the  advent  of  the  first  chilly  winds  he  became 
seriously  ill.  Then  he  went  to  2)ieces,  aiul  a  galloping  consump- 
tion soon  claimed  "  the  Old  Soldier,"  whose  sweetne^  of  disposition 
and  military  enthuiiiasm  had  endeared  him  to  alL  In  a  few 
weeks  the  hvave  boy  dead.  He  was  not  yet  aemitem.  On 
this  melaiicholy  occurraioe^  Jameay  whom  eizenmstanoM  bad  pre- 
waited  fWun  witnf  ring  it,  wrote  off  at  oooe  briefly  to  his  paients. 
Tht  poor  motfaor  was  ovcrwhrimed,  and  desperately  anzmi  to 
natdi  ber  mrviving  son  from  a  like  fide.  Sbederifedbim  tooome 
home  on  flidooi^  as  soon  at  leaTe  could  be  granted.  In  tlie  fid- 
lowing  letter,  awkward  enough  yet  diaracteristic  of  the  writer  at 
that  timoi  Jamea  ciqppliei  Nme  partieulais  of  fidwardlt  demiae. 

To  BIB  MOTHKl. 

CHmiiI^  29M  OeUAtr,  1744,  O  S. 

I  received  your  letter  this  morning  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasm^,  and  have  with  this  wrote  to  my  filther  about  coming 
to  England.  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  get  ilie  better  of  some 
obttaclcs,  and  I  shall  he  sincerely  happy. 

Poor  Ned  wanted  nothing  but  the  s'ltisfirf ion  of  seeing  his 
dearest  friends  to  leave  the  world  with  tlie  greatest  tranquility. 
He  often  called  on  us.  It  gives  nie  many  uneasy  houi-s  when  I 
reflect  on  the  possibility  tliere  was  of  my  being  with  him  sonic 
time  before  he  died.  God  knows  it  wji^  being  to  exact,  and  not 
apprehending  the  danger  tlie  poor  feUow  was  in ;  and  even  that 
would  not  have  hindoed  it  had  I  received  the  physidaaV  fint 
letter.  I  know  you  wont  be  able  to  read  this  paragraph  wii2ioat 
dwdding  tearii  as  I  do  writing  it ;  but  there  is  a  satiafiutioo 
ew  in  giving  way  to  grief  now  and  tben.  ^Tis  what  we  owe 
the  memory  of  a  dear  IHend. 

Tbough  it  is  the  custom  of  the  army  to  sell  the  deceased^ii 
effects,  I  could  not  suffer  it.  We  none  of  us  want,  and  I  thought 
the  best  way  would  be  to  bestow  them  on  the  deserving  whom 
he  had  an  esteem  for  in  his  lifetime.  To  his  servant — most 
honest  and  faithful  man  I  ever  knew — I  gave  all  his  clothes.  .  .  . 
I  gave  his  horee  to  his  friend  Fairy,^  with  the  fumiture.  I  know- 
he  PaiTV,  and  I  know  for  that  reason  the  horse  will  be 
taken  care  ot.    His  oilier  hoi*se  I  keep  myself.    I  have  his  watch, 

>  Brother  of  Bev.  Joghaa  Parry,  wbo  afterwards  wrote  an  ode  to  Oeneiml 

Wolfe. 
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sash,  gorget,  books,  and  maps,  which  I  shall  preserve  to  his 
memory.  Everything  else  that  I  have  not  mentioned  shall  be 
taken  care  of,  and  given  to  proper  persons. 

He  was  an  honest  and  a  good  lad,  had  lived  very  well,  and 
always  discharged  his  duty  with  the  cheerfulness  becoming  a 
good  officer.  He  lived  and  died  as  a  son  of  you  two  should, 
which,  I  think,  is  saying  all  I  can.  I  have  the  melancholy 
satisfaction  to  find  him  regretted  by  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 
His  Colonel  is  particularly  concerned  for  him,  and  desired  I 
would  assure  of  it.  There  was  in  him  the  prospect  (when 
ripened  with  experience)  of  good  understanding  and  judgment, 
and  an  excellent  soldier.  You'll  excuse  my  dwelling  so  long  on 
this  cruel  subject,  but  in  relating  this  to  you,  vanity  and  partiality 
are  banished.  A  strong  desire  to  do  justice  to  his  memory 
occasions  it. 

There  was  no  part  of  his  life  that  makes  him  dearer  to  me 
than  that  where  you  have  often  mentioned — he  pitied  after  me. 
It  often  makes  me  angry  that  any  hour  of  my  life  should  pass 
without  thinking  of  him ;  and  when  I  do  think  of  him,  that 
though  all  the  reasons  I  have  to  lament  his  loss  are  now  as 
forcible  as  at  the  moment  of  his  departure,  I  don't  find  my  heart 
swell  with  the  same  sorrow  as  it  did  at  that  time.  Nature  is 
ever  too  good  in  blotting  out  the  violence  of  affliction.  For  all 
tempers  (as  mine  is)  too  much  given  to  mirth,  it  is  often  necessary 
to  revive  grief  in  one's  memory.  I  must  once  more  beg  you  will 
excuse  my  tiresome  length  and  manner  of  writing,  but  I  know 
your  indulgence.  I'm  just  now  going  to  write  to  my  Uncle 
Wolfe.1 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

By  the  middle  of  September  the  Austrian  and  Dutch  com- 
manders had  proposed  to  Wade  to  evacuate  that  part  of  Flanders 
and  establish  themselves  in  Ghent,  where  forage  was  to  be  had 
easily.  Upon  Wade's  declining  the  proposition  the  Allies  left  him, 
and  he  was  quickly  under  the  humiliating  necessity  of  being  obliged 
to  follow.  So  Wolfe  was  at  Ghent  once  more.  The  prospect  of 
spending  the  winter  there  was  so  little  cheering  that  it  is  small 
wonder  he  looked  forward  eagerly  to  the  chances  of  furlough.  But 
furlough  was  not  to  be.  This  time  his  father's  influence  was  not 
sufficient,  or  he  was  considered  too  valuable  an  officer  to  be  dia- 

'  Major  Walter  Wolfe,  tlien  at  Dublin. 
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penscd  with.  Nor  is  it  whdly  improbable  that  bis  own  ambition 
bad  again  something  to  do  with  his  lenuuiiiiig  with  his  rqpmeiit 

all  that  winter  at  Gheut. 

Ghent  well  deserved  to  be  for  ever  associated  with  James  Wolfe, 
for  hen  no  iiKXMisidend>le  part  of  his  militaiy  education  was  f<»ined. 
It  was  in  the  old  Fl«niish  town  that  he  had,  as  an  cns^in,  studied 
the  dnties  of  an  adjutant ;  it  w&s  now,  as  a  captain,  he  prepared 
himself  for  the  oncrotis  post  of  brl^adoinajor.  We  can  believe 
that  iitlu  r  young  captftipf  and  lieutenaiits  easily  obtained  their 
iurioughs. 

White  WoUe  sednloody  sbwve  to  pcriiBefc  himsdf  at  Gheiit  fhat 
winter  of  1744-41^  a  new  administration  had  oome  into  power  in 
England.  Carteret  had  been  csqpdled,  and  Wade  the  inglorious 
was  recalled.  Amongst  the  new  men  of  the  Opposition  from 
whom  much  was  already  expected  wm  William  Pitt.  This  rising 
statesman,  then  entering  his  thirty-seventh  year,  whose  eloquence 
and  high  patriotic  pRxfesaions  marked  him  out  for  office,  had  had 
the  iU-fortane  to  provoke  the  personal  dislike  of  Gcoi^e  II.  But 
there  were  compensations.  The  aged  and  ecceutric  Duchess  of 
Marlborough,  had  ju«?t  died,  leaving  him  in  her  will  the  hand- 
some sum  of  i?10,00{)  in  consideration  of  "the  noble  defence  he 
has  made  for  the  support  ui  tixe  laws  of  Kugland  and  to  prevent 
the  rain  of  his  countKy.* 

Pitt  and  the  Opposition  leaders  had  gained  a  great  deal  of 
credit  by  their  fierce  antagonism  to  the  Hanoverian  pob'cy  pursued 
by  Granville.  Tbi^  antagonism,  joined  to  his  resolution  to  accept 
no  place  save  that  of  Secretary  of  War,  kept  Pitt  out  of  office. 
Bat  it  was  soon  aeesa  that  the  Pelbams  had  no  teal  intention  of 
suhverting  itkxt  Hanoverian  policy  which  the  King  had  so  much  at 
heart  A  new  subsidy  to  Saxony  of  ^150,000  was  even  decreed, 
and  in  January  1745,  a  Quadruple  Alliance  was  concUubHl  Ix'twecn 
Great  Britain,  Holland,  Austria  and  Saxony.  Nor  was  this  all ; 
besides  other  aiKl  minor  subsidies  half-a-inilliun  sterling  was  voted 
to  the  Queen  (rf  Hnngaiy.  This  advance  of  £900fi00  an  her 
previous  subsidy  was  designed  to  enable  her  to  pay  the  Hanoverian 
and  Hes.siiin  mercenaries,  who  hitherto  had  been  paid  direct  out  of 
the  British  Exchwiucr!  Thus  the  popular  clamour  was  quieted 
for  a  twelvemonth,  when,  stirring  events  having  intervened  at  home, 
18,000  Hanoverians  were  again  taken  into  Britidi  pay.  This  time 
Pitt  the  patriot,  but  also  Pitt  the  politidaa,  did  not  antagonise 
the  measure  so  adroitly  concerted  between  his  friends  and  liieiT 
sovereign. 
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AIDE-DE-CAMP  AT  CULLODEN 

In  April  1745,  Captain  Wolfe  was  still  at  Ghent  and  fighting 
in  Flanders  was  resumed.  On  the  10th  of  that  month  the  new 
commander  of  the  British  and  Allied  forces  arrived  in  Brussels. 
William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  was  then  only  just  entering  the 
twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  The  mere  circumstance  of  its 
being  possible  for  a  youth  of  his  years,  even  with  all  the  prestige 
which  attaches  to  a  prince  of  the  blood,  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  supreme  command  of  50,000  troops  forcibly  illustrates  the 
character  of  contemporary  warfare  and  constitutional  ideas.  True, 
there  was  a  check  on  Cumberland's  motions  in  the  person  of  the 
Austrian  general.  Marshal  Konigsegg,  who  had  the  veto  power. 
On  the  other  hand  he  possessed,  as  has  already  been  hinted,  very 
considerable  military  qualifications.  He  was  of  an  imperious  dis- 
position, full  of  courage,  and  inspired  confidence.  Nor  was  he 
ignorant  of  the  technical  part  of  war. 

At  the  time  of  Cumberland's  arrival  the  French  marshal  Saxe 
was  busily  besieging  Tournay,  one  of  the  principal  fortresses  of 
Flanders.  To  attempt  to  raise  this  siege  the  commander  ordered 
forward  a  number  of  regiments  from  Brussels.  Unluckily,  Ban-ell's 
not  being  one  of  these,  Wolfe  had  to  stay  behind  to  garrison 
Ghent.  When  Saxe  learnt  of  the  British  advance  he  massed  four- 
fifths  of  his  army  at  the  >allage  of  Fontenoy,  and  gave  battle  to 
Cumberland  and  the  Allies  on  April  30.  A  few  days  Wolfe  sent 
home  the  following  account  of  what  happened — 

To  HIS  Father. 

Ghent,  Uh  May,  O  S.,  1745. 

Dear  Sir, — Fm  concerned  I  must  send  you  so  melancholy  an 
account  of  a  great  but  unsuccessful  attempt  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Tournay.  I  shall  just  tell  what  a  letter  before  me  from  Captain 
Field,  who  commanded  Colonel  Duroure's  Regiment,  says  of  it : — 

"  We  attacked  a  numerous  army,  entrenche<l  with  a  multi- 
plicity of  batteries,  well  placed  both  in  front  and  flank.  The 
action  began  the  30th  April,  O.S.,  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  lasted  till  two  in  the  afternoon.    There  has  been 
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a  great  deal  d  ako^ter,  particolarlj  anumgrt  the  nifiattxyt 
offioen  moxe  in  propoitioii  than  sotdien.  Tne  eneinj^  tamj 
were  supposed  to  be  70|00Q,  and  om  about  IfOfiOO, 
soldiery  behaved  with  the  utmost  bravery  and  coonge  during 
the  whole  affair,  but  rather  rasli  and  impetus.  Notwithsbsndiiig 
the  bravest  attempts  were  made  to  conquer,  it  was  not  pOsnUe 
for  us  to  snrmount  the  difficulties  we  met  wiUL*" 

Thus  the  gentlcmnn  spenks  of  the  affair.  The  army  made 
a  fine  retreat,  in  such  onier  tliat  the  French  did  not  think  proper 
to  pursue  them.  The  Dukf,  I  licar,  bas  shown  in  thi.«.  acLiou 
most  unparalleled  bniveiy,  but  \vh>  m  ry  sensibly  touched  wlien 
he  found  himself  obHged  to  give  ovei  the  attack.  The  Hanover- 
ians liave  shown  theuiselvcs  good  troops,  and  the  Blut.^  ha\e 
regained  their  reputation,  having  been  several  times  broken  by 
two  battalions^  as  often  rallied,  and  rctiuncd  with  fresh  vigour 
to  the  chaige.  The  Frendi  go  on  with  the  aege  of  Tonmay, 
and  will  have  it  very  soon.  We  eiqieet  every  hour  to  be  ordoed 
into  the  field,  and  replaoed  hy  a  week  battalion.  Our  onny  is 
encamped  at  Ath,  and  Fm  afiaid  will  make  bat  an  indifeent 
defensive  figure  the  rest  of  the  campaign.  I  shall  write  to-day 
to  Major  Rainsford  for  an  exact  return  of  the  loss  our  troopS 
sustained.  In  the  meantime,  I  will  give  you  an  aoooont  of  some 
unfortunate  men  that  have  &Uen»  and  some  others  that  are 
wounded,  down  to  the  majors,  though  we  are  not  yet  exactly 
sure.  I  will  be  particular  i?i  vonr  rei^inicnt  (of  which  I  wish 
you  much  joj'),  because  I  imagine  you  will  be  glad  to  know  how 
it  gof  >  witli  them,  as  I  had  it  this  morning  from  the  Pavmn'^te^. 
No  oliicers  killed,  but  several  wounded,  and  tliem  youll  lind 
hereafter  to  Ix*  very  go<u\  ones  :— Colonel  Keightley ;  Major 
Grey;  Captiiins  DtiUow,  Loftus,  Hill,  Elkins,  Subs,  Rick&on, 
etc.  ...  I  dou^t  hear  that  any  of  Uieir  wounds  are  mortaL 

The  old  Rgiment  [Duroaicrs]  has  suilered  very  mudi ;  IB 
officers  and  900  men,  killed  and  wounded ;  amongit  the  latter  is 

Major  Rainsford. 

I  believe  this  aooonnt  will  shock  you  not  a  little ;  but  ^ 
surprising  the  number  of  officers  of  lower  rank  that  are  guui, 
fkay  my  dukf  to  my  mof h(  r. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  dutiful  and  afiectiooate  Son, 

J.  Woi.FE. 

As  it  has  turned  out  we  may  thank  pnmdenoe  we  were  not  there. 
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So  heavily  had  Duroure's  suffered  in  this  disa^itrous  engagement 
(in  which  the  total  British  loss  was  4074  killed  and  wounded,  620 
horses  and  21  guns)  that  Edward  Wolfe  by  his  death  in  hospital 
at  Berlingham  narrowly  missed  in  all  probability  a  death  on  the 
field  of  Fontenoy.  Owing  to  the  bravery  with  which  the  troops 
fought,  Fontenoy  has  been  called  a  "  glorious  defeat."  After  the 
battle  the  Allies  entrenched  themselves  at  Lessines,  and  there  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  sent  for  reinforcements  from  Ghent  and 
elsewhere.  Amongst  the  regiments  dispatched  was  Barreirs,  and 
thus  Wolfe  found  himself  on  May  21  at  Lessines.  On  the  same 
day  Tournay  surrenderetl  to  Saxe.  Ghent  was  threatened,  and 
four  British  battalions  were  ordered  thither  to  defend  it.  Wolfe 
had  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  Duke,  who,  not  always  constant 
in  his  friendships,  ever  afterwards  seems  to  have  manifested  a 
cordiality  towards  the  young  officer.  On  June  12  he  signed  Captain 
Wolfe's  commission  as  brigade-major.^ 

By  his  departure  Wolfe  had  just  escapetl  sharing  the  fate  of 
Ghent,  which  was  surprised  on  the  last  day  of  June.  As  the 
garrison  slept,  4000  of  the  enemy  got  over  the  ditch  with  fascines 
and  let  down  the  drawbridge.  The  resistance  offered  was  feeble : 
one  may  be  sure  our  hero  would  never  have  consented  to  the 
disgraceful  display  of  a  white  flag  at  the  citadel  before  any  effort 
had  been  made.  Moltke,  the  Commander  of  the  Allies  in  that 
cjuarter,  was  so  frightened  that  he  fled  pell-mell  to  Sluys,  twenty- 
one  miles  away,  where  the  governor  very  properly  refused  to  admit 
him.    After  this  the  fall  of  Ostend  was  a  foregone  conclusion. 

Such  was  the  posture  of  affairs  with  the  British  Army  on  the 
Continent  in  the  summer  of  1745.  Not  without  reason  to  Prince 
Charles  Edward  and  his  adherents  did  it  seem  to  offer  a  heaven- 
sent opportunity  for  raising  the  standard  of  the  banished  Stewarts, 
for  making  a  fresh  attempt  upon  the  crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  None  could  say  the  time  was  not  auspicious.  King 
George  was  in  Hanover,  the  bulk  of  the  standing  army  was  in 
Flanders;  Bi-itish  generalship  was  in  nubibus. 

Wherefore  on  July  25, 1745,  the  Young  Pretender,  who  seemed 
destined  by  Fortune  to  win  hearts  by  the  beauty  of  his  j)erson 
and  the  grace  of  his  manner,  landed  in  Scotland.  It  was  three 
weeks  before  the  news  of  this  audacious  attempt  reached  Sir  John 
Cope,  who  commanded  the  forces  in  the  north.  Cope  set  out  from 
Edinburgh  with  1500  men  for  Fort  Augustus,  thinking  to  nip 

»  "  Captain  Wolfe  is  appointed  Brij^de-major  to  I'lilteney's  Brigade."— 
Duke  o/Vumberlatid'g  Xotc-lwok,  Towiialieud,  p.  83. 
B  a 
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the  rebeUion  easily  in  the  bud.  He  was  provided  with  a  BojfX 
Ftoclamation  offeriilg  a  fewaid  of  i£^30,000  to  any  person  who 
should  seize  and  lecure  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  he 
carried  a  thousand  stand  of  arms  to  distribute  to  native  volunteers. 
He  might  have  spared  himself  the  trouble.  On  arri\nng  at  Dal- 
whiiinie  he  found  ah  iin])<)rtaut  pasi  in  possession  of  the  rebels, 
Rtul  to  avoid  a  battle  change  fl  his  course  and  mfirrhcd  straight  on 
to  line)  IK  s'^.  It  is  unfair,  perhaps,  to  accuse  Cope  of  cowardice; 
he  calcuiatcti  the  diajices  of  success  against  the  forces  he  lound 
were  too  slender,  antl  decided  to  beat  a  retreat.  It  may  have  been 
a  foolish  calculation,  but  such  as  it  was  his  officers  agreed  with  it. 
Tlw  letrait  certainly  gave  colour  to  the  report  which  flew  abonl 
the  Highlendi  that  the  abldicBi  of  the  Elector  (as  the  rebcJs  called 
George  U)  had  fled  hefore  the  g^Jlant  adherents  of  Prince  Chariea. 

latter  descended  upon  the  Lowlands,  eoieied  Perth,  was  in 
Stirling  on  144ih  Septemher»  and  on  the  17th  readied  Edinhoii^ 
Here  he  took  up  quarters  in  his  anoestrsl  palace  of  Holyrood. 

No  wonder  the  Government  was  thoroughly  alarmed.  Their 
alarm  was  still  greater  when  they  learnt  that  the  Pretender,  so  far 
from  being  content  with  his  exploits  already  achieved,  had  left  the 
capital,  offered  battle  to  Sir  John  Cope  and  utterly  routed  that 
officer  at  Preston  Pans. 

Reinforcements  must  come  homo  in  haste  from  the  Netherlands, 
and  Wolfe  was  not  left  long  in  doubt  that  Uarrell's  was  amongst 
the  seven  battalions  ordorctl  to  cross  the  Channel  to  St ntland. 

Late  in  Septeniixii  the  passage  was  made  and  a  march  begun 
northward  to  Newcastle.  There  old  Marshal  Wade  had  collected 
10,000  tnops  to  ihce  the  Pketender,  daily  growing  bolder.  Wolfe 
was  busy  enough  at  Newcastle*  where  besides  his  proper  duties  as 
ina|or  he  wonld  seem  to  have  performed  those  of  Deputy  Quarler* 
master  General^  if  we  may  judge  hj  an  order  still  extant  signed  hf 
llaidial  Wade  dixectmg  Major  James  Wolfe  to  be  paid 
allowance  f<»*  93  baggage  horses  to  the  seven  battalions  latdj 
come  from  Flanders.^  Hie  pleasure  must  have  been  great  oi 
meeting  his  father,  who,  now  at  the  age  of  sixty  and  mtho'  gouty, 
was  seeing  active  service  as  general  of  division.  It  must  have 
furnished  an  entertaining^  picture  to  see  the  old  general  leaving 
Newcastle  with  General  Bland  with  a  detachment  ni-dered  up  the 
East  Coast,  unable  lo  sit  his  horse,  htin-ying  alon^^  in  his  post-chaise, 
hearing  at  every  stopping  ])lace  ail  the  idle  ruiiiom  ^  .iliont  Prince 
CharWs  iiioveiiients,  his  victories,  sicg(2»  aiid  lliii;lits,  and  the 
probability  of  the    coulbundcd  Highlanders^  making  a  prolonged 


Digitized  by  Google 


MARCH  FROM  NEWCASTLE  53 


itsistancc.  Th&t  post-chaise,  had  a  younger  man  been  inside, 
would  have  served  as  a  fitting  symbol  of  the  old  schooL  But  the 
rugged  veteran  within  clung  to  service  to  the  last. 

Already  it  was  known  that  14,000  muskets  and  at  least  80,000 
had  come  to  the  rebels  from  France.  In  November  the  Pretender 
invaded  England  and  laid  siege  to  Carlisle.  About  this  time  we 
get  the  following  letter  from  Wolfe  to  his  mother. 

Newcastle,  November  \Hh,  1746. 
I  received  yours  the  day  the  last  post  went  out,  but  as  my 
father  was  then  writing  to  you  I  thought  it  needless,  I  was 
under  some  apprehension  for  him  on  the  road  to  Berwick,  and 
was  even  told  he  was  made  prisoner,  but  not  with  foundation  to 
give  much  credit  to,  as  it  had  fallen  out.  I  really  believe  you 
need  not  concern  yourself  about  my  father"'s  safety,  for  "'tis  the 
opinion  of  most  men  that  these  rebels  won^t  stand  the  King^s 
troops ;  and  as  to  marching  north  and  south  with  the  army  in 
his  post-chaise,  it  does  him  so  much  service  that  I  never  saw  him 
look  better. 

It  is  said  the  Pretender's  people  made  an  attack  on  Carlisle, 
but  have  been  repulsed  with  loss ;  this,  however  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon. 

You  cannot  doubt  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  but  to 
convince  you  I  must  beg  you  will  no  more  think  of  what  you 
have  mentioned  in  your  letter.  I  wrote  to  you  in  a  style  of 
complaint,  just  as  the  accident  hap[)ened,  but  I  have  now  got 
the  better  of  that,  and  am  in  a  condition  to  repair  the  loss.  I 
know  very  well  the  many  good  uses  you  have  of  putting  your 
money  to ;  pray  don't  let  me  be  the  instrument  of  preventing  it. 
Besides,  you  give  it  to  a  person  that  ought  to  give  you,  by  the 
difference  of  income.  I  desire  you  won't  imagine  I  am  so  un- 
reasonable a  dog  as  to  think  of  it. 

There  is  one  thing  that  I  must  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
though  I  don't  take  it  I  am  not  the  less  obliged  to  you,  and 
shall  always  own  a  proper  acknowledgment  for  this  and  the 
innumerable  kindnesses  I  have  always  received  from  you.  I 
heartily  wish  you  your  health,  and  am, 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  Son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

Two  days  after  this  letter  was  written  Wade,  greatly  hesitating, 
set  his  troops  in  movement  towards  Carlisle.    The  weather  was 
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unusually  serere  and  the  roads  weU-nig^  impaiMiUe  through  mow. 
It  took  fifteen  houn  for  the  men  to  oover  ten  vdka.  Another 
day's  such  march  and  tidings  came  to  Wade  that  Carlisle  had 
rarrendered.  This  was  enough  for  him :  he  turned  round  in  his 
tracks  back  to  Newcastle,  leaving  the  insuigents  to  do  as  they 
please.  How  sick  the  Brigade-major  of  nineteen  must  have  been 
of  Marshal  Wade's  method  of  making  war ! — a  capituil  illustration 
of  how  not  to  do  it,  Tlie  Govemment  was  getting  to  be»  though 
slowly,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Meanwhile  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  nrrivcd  in  England 
with  the  rest  of  the  Briti>)i  nirny  and  was  (juit  kly  encainpi  d  w  ith 
8000  men  at  Lichfield.  Another  army  begun  to  Ix;  luiuicti  at 
l^'inchley  (the  "  March  to  Finchlcy of  Hogarth  is  recalled),  which 
the  King  declared  he  was  ready  to  command  in  person.  All  these 
foR»  were  likdy  to  be  needed*  for  FHnoe  CherkB,  finding  that 
Wade  did  not  intend  to  attack  him,  came  boldly  onwards  to  nEestoo 
In  Lancashire,  where  he  was  received  with  three  hearty  dieen,**  the 
first  he  had  heard  in  England.^  At  Manchester  there  wa»  a  linging 
Off  bells  and  more  cheering,  and  there  several  hundred  volunteeni 
ware  enrolled.  In  the  midst  of  this  encouraging  progress  came 
news  that  Wade  had  at  last  made  up  his  mind  to  do  something. 
He  was  advancing  against  the  invaders  through  Yorkshire. 

This  brought  Charles  Edward  to  a  halt.  With  Cumberland 
on  one  side  and  Wade  on  the  other  the  situation  nce<letl  consider- 
ing. At  fii"st  the  I*nnre  rejected  proposals  for  a  return  to 
Scotland.    But  he  ^  to  the  counsel  of  his  ofTicers  ?»t  Derby 

ami  >ull('»ily  ton-Lufrd  iu  a  retreat  oil  the  6th  December.  It 
was  a  niuuicjiluu.s  decision.  It  is  more  than  one  historian's 
belief  that  hod  Charliis  marched  onward  from  Derby  he  would 
have  gained  the  British  throne.  Henry  Fielding,  writing  in  the 
TVue  Pakiotf  dedared  that  ^when  the  HigUanden^  by  a  most 
incxediUe  mardi»  got  between  the  Duke's  army  and  iStut  metropolis, 
they  strnck  a  tenror  into  it  soaitse  to  be  credited.**  King  Geocge 
himself  prqMred  for  flight  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  waa 
paralyzed.  So  great  was  the  ran  on  the  Bank  of  Kngland  thait^ 
but  iar  the  stratagem  of  paying  out  in  siaqpenoBi^  it  wmild  have 
been  brought  to  bankruptcy. 

On  tlie  heels  of  the  retreating  Pretender  Cumberland  with  his 
cavalry  set  off  straightway  in  pursuit.  At  IVIacv  lrsficld  he  found 
the  enemy  two  days  in  advance.  Joined  by  a  bociv  of  hor-jf  sont 
across  country  by  Wade  the  Duke  pressed  close  at  their  hecU, 
reaching  Carlisle  the  day  after  the  Highlanders  had  left. 
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Wolfe  had  already  received  orders  to  march  with  his  regiment 
on  to  Scotland  to  intercept  the  rebels  on  their  route  to  the  Scottish 
capital.  On  the  5th  of  January  1746,  Charles  summoned  Stirling 
to  surrender.  The  Castle  was  in  charge  of  an  able  soldier,  General 
Blakeney,  who,  undismayed  by  the  array  of  battering  guns  and 
French  engineers  at  the  disposal  of  the  insurgents  bade  them 
defiance.  In  three  days  the  town  surrendered,  but  Blakeney  had 
hopes  of  immediate  succour  from  the  troops  of  Wade.  The  latter 
advanced  rapidly  from  Edinburgh,  Wolfe  amongst  them,  but  they 
were  no  longer  led  by  the  veteran  of  '15.  Wade  had  been  recalled 
and  his  successor  wa.s  General  Henry  Hawley,  nominated  by  his 
royal  patron,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  after  the  reduction  of 
Carlisle,  marched  southward.  History  has  bestowed  upon  tlie  new 
commander  the  title  of  "  Hangman  Hawley and  in  this  instance 
Clio,  whose  pronouncements  so  often  reverse  prejudice  and  occasion- 
ally, alas,  confirm  it,  cannot  be  charged  with  infelicity  or  injastice. 
To  mediocre  military  ability  Hawley  united  a  ferocious  temper 
and  a  genuine  love  of  cruelty.  He  indulged  himself  in  the  pleasure 
of  carrying  a  couple  of  gibbeti$  with  him  as  camp  furniture.  His 
men  hated  him.  Hawley  commanded  about  the  same  numerical 
strength  as  Charles  Edward,  namely,  about  nine  thousand  men. 

On  Hawley's  approach  Charles  Edwartl  assembled  his  troops 
near  Stirling  and  awaited  an  attack.  To  his  surprise,  Hawley 
halted  at  Falkirk,  firm  in  the  belief  that  the  "  Highland  rabble," 
as  he  contemptuously  termed  the  Pretender's  troops,  would  disperse 
in  a  panic  on  hearing  of  his  approach.  In  fact,  he  had  boasted  at 
White's  Club  not  many  weeks  before  that  with  two  regiments  of 
dragoons  he  would  drive  the  rebels  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  other.  So  little  did  he  antici^iate  an  attack  that  he  rode 
off  some  miles  to  dine  with  the  Countess  of  Kilmarnock,  and  his 
own  troops  were  actually  feeding  when  some  rustics  flew  into  camp 
and  gave  the  alarm.  Two  officers  sprang  up  a  tree  and  distinctly 
saw  the  approaching  Highlanders  through  a  telescope.  General 
Huske,  left  in  command,  instantly  gave  orders  to  beat  to  arms, 
and  the  troops,  dropping  their  rations,  were  formed  in  line  for 
action.  But  owing  to  the  Prince's  stratagem  of  sending  round  a 
detachment  as  a  feint  in  his  rear,  Huske  became  confused,  not 
daring  to  act  without  Hawlcy's  sanction.  The  troops  began 
murmuring,  "  Where  is  the  General What  shall  be  done We 
have  no  orders,"  Perchance  there  was  one  brigade  where  the  men's 
confidence  in  their  major  quieted  their  speculations.  Suddenly 
the  General,  hatless  and  perspiring,  came  galloping  up.    At  the 
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same  time  a  winter  storm  broke  and  tbe  icy  rain  beat  fiill  in  the 
faces  of  the  troops.  Hawley,  pulling  himself  together  and  recog^ 
nizing  the  inconvenience  of  his  position,  dcriired  that  the  battle,  if 
battle  there  was,  should  Ix  fought  on  the  summit  of  Falkirk  raoor. 
But  lie  wfus  too  late — the  Pretender  was  before  him,  and  Hawley 
was  compelled  to  face  the  foe  in  a  very  inferior  position.  His 
artillery  stuck  fast  in  a  morass  and  could  not  be  extricated,  and  it 
was  the  greutest  luck  the  Pretender  had  not  brought  his  with  him. 
Hawley  then  ordered  ligonier  to  charge.  The  cavaliy  was 
reoeiired  hf  the  Highlaaden  irith  great  oomponue,  and  men  and 
liofset  lecM  from  the  impact  Time  oi  Hawley's  regimenli 
had  no  better  suooeis*  Bnmk  with  their  achievement,  the  diuMmcOt 
dropping  their  muskets,  sdied  their  awoids  and  fell  on  before  and 
behind.  It  was  hanUy  in  hmnan  nature  for  even  acaawied  troopi 
to  stand  firm  before  such  an  onileu^t  of  both  Scotsmen  and  Scots 
weather.  In  vain  their  officers  strove  to  uige  them  forward:  their 
centre  broke  and  gradually  all  fell  back. 

The  three  English  regiments  on  the  right  did  their  utmost  to 
stand  firm,  but  at  length  they  too  were  compelled  to  yield.  It 
must  have  f^onc  greatly  against  Wolfe's  grain  when  the  orders 
rnme  for  rctjcat  ;  hnt  at  least  In  ]\ad  the  satisfaction  of  bringing 
oli' ills  men  steadily  to  tiie  beat  of  di  ums  and  with  flying  colours — 
a  great  feat.  We  are  told  that  many  of  themselves  as  well  as 
some  of  the  enemy,  supposed  the  retreat  was  a  piece  of  military 
tactics  rather  than  an  affair  of  compulsion.  Otherwise  it  prob- 
able an  attempt  at  pursuit  mi^^t  have  been  made^  and  nnder  the 
dicumstanoes  the  l^ng^  troops  must  have  been  completely  routed. 
Through  the  rain  and  darknesw  they  marched  to  Linlithgow,  on  the 
way  to  Edinburgh,  leaving  Prince  Charles  and  his  Highlanders 
rubbing  their  eyes  and  undecided  whether  they  had  scored  a  vietoij 
or  a  defeat.  I^lnding  Hawley  had  left  his  cannon  behind  him,  they 
concluded  they  were  the  vieion.  Wolfe  himself  writaa  tfans  to  hia 
unde  Sotberon — 

7b  WiLUAM  Sqthdoh; 

Edinburgli  ,  January  '20th, 
Di  Aii  Sir, — If  von  have  not  seen  the  Gazctlc,  you  will  have 
heard  ol  our  late  ( iRounter  (for  'twas  not  a  battle,  as  neither  side 
would  fight)  :  and  {>u>%»ibly  it  will  be  told  you  in  a  much  worse 
light  than  it  really  is.  Though  we  can't  have  been  said  to  have 
totally  routed  the  enony,  we  yet  remeiDed  a  long  thne  masters 
of  the  field  of  battle,  end  of  our  oaimoii»  not  one  of  whidi 
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would  have  been  lost  if  the  drivers  had  not  left  their  canriago 
and  run  off  with  the  horses.  We  left  Falkirk  and  part  of  our 
camp  because  the  ammunition  of  the  army — on  wliich  we  can 
only  depend — was  all  wet  and  spoiled ;  but  our  retreat  vfsui  in 
no  WKjB  molested  fay  the  cnem j,  as  aflktinf  our  raperiority. 
The  lots  of  dther  aide  is  iooonaiderabk^  and  we  are  now  makii^ 
all  necessary  preparations  to  try  once  more  to  put  an  end  to  tins 
rebellion,  which  the  weather  hus  hitherto  prcventedj  and  in  Biy 
opinion  can  at  any  time  be  the  only  objection. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wolfs. 

Notwithstnmling  the  younp  officer's  way  of  tn'uting  it,  the 
battle  of  Falkirk  was  a  (leeidetilv  unpleasant  episode,  and  the  loss 
in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners  on  the  Uoyal  side  far  from  incon- 
siderable, as  Wolfe  diaoovered  whea  the  muster  rolls  of  n^ulars 
and  volunteers  came  to  be  issued.  Listead  of  resting  tliemsdves, 
the  Highlanders,  who  took  possession  of  Falkirk,  passed  the  entire 
night,  we  are  told,  stripping  the  dead  b<xlies  left  on  the  field,  so 
that  in  the  morning  a  spectator  likened  tliese  last  to  a  large  flock 
of  white  sheep  lying  upon  the  slopes  of  the  distant  hiU.  Having 
loaded  themselm  with  plunder,  many  of  the  dansnen  retired,  as 
was  their  wont,  to  the  mountains,  thereby  weakening  the  forces  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Frinoe,  who  now  continued  his  fruitless  siege 
of  Stirling  castle. 

In  London  the  news  of  Falkirk  caused  great  uneasiness,  as 
wdl  as  suiprise.  Cumberland  made  no  secret  of  his  opinion  that 
the  whole  business  was  doe  to  lack  of  discipline.  "Had  I 
been  there,^  he  said  to  a  friend,  I  would  have  attacked 
the  rebels  with  the  men  Hawlcy  had  left.''  This  dictum  was 
repeated  in  the  Royal  hearing ;  whereupon  the  King  requested 
Cumberland  to  take  charge  of  the  situation  in  Scotland.  The 
Duke  agreeing,  he  set  out  with  alacrity,  arriiring  on  Januaiy  SO 
(•  day  fetal  erstwhile  to  the  Stewarts)  in  Edinbui]^  There  he  had 
conferences  with  Ilawley,  and  inspected  the  troops,  who  received 
him  with  rapture.  Cumberland  certainly  apj)eared  to  know  his 
own  mind,  and  the  very  next  day  ordered  a  march  back  towards 
FaUdik  and  Stirling.  With  bim  went,  as  lientenant-Genersls, 
Hawl^  and  the  Earl  of  Albermarle,  father  of  Wolfe's  future 
oolonel,  Lord  Bury.  The  force  numbered  about  7,800  men,  all 
now  full  of  zeal,  and  anxious  to  erase  the  blots  their  reputations 
had  suffered  at  Preston  Taus  and  Falkirk. 
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Scarce  were  they  wdl  oii  the  march  than  grievous  dissensions 
in  the  msurgciit  army  cauaed  CSiaries  Bdward  to  abandon  tlie 
degi  of  Stirling  and  retveat  acnw  the  Forth  in  haste,  leaving 
his  wounded  and  prisoners.  He  reached  Inverness,  where  he 
instantly  dispossessed  Lord  Loudoun,  reduced  the  citadel,  and  took 
and  destroyed  Fort  Augustuii.  At  his  heels  soon  followed  Cum- 
berland, who,  having  first  left  Henian  ganiaons  at  Stirling  and 
Perth,  on  February  S8  entered  Aberdeen.  Hem  numhers  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry — pmdent  in  their  generation — came  to  offer 
their  scnices  to  King  George,  and  the  next  few  weeks  saw  detach- 
ments sent  to  scour  the  surroiuidinp  country,  offering  protection 
to  the  loyal,  and  cunipciiing  tiigiit  uu  the  part  of  the  disaffected. 
Some  of  theae  detadunenta  were  overtaicen  by  the  rebda  and  cot 
to  pieoea.  Bat  it  waa  generally  easy  work.  Major  Lafausille,  for 
example  (he  was  afterwards  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Wolfe's),  at  the 
head  of  three  hundred  men,  spread  havoc  about  the  district  of  Glen 
Esk,  long  rcmeniheretl.  Two  Aberdeen  non-juring  churches  were 
burnt  by  the  soldiers,  but  generally  speaking  there  were  no  breachea 
of  diadpline.  Hie  Dake  was  atrictneas  itadf»  and  had  his  men  wdl 
in  hand.  They  had  little  leisiiie^  aa  deapite  the  severity  cf  the 
weather,  rntnl)erland  insisted  upon  *n  itirun-  hours'  drill  daily. 

As  tor  Wolfe,  he  was,  at  the  C  onunander-irtChipr s  request, 
appointed  uide-de-canip  to  Hawley.  In  this  capacity  there  now 
oocurred  an  intereating  episode  in  tiie  life  of  our  hero  which  demon- 
atratea  hia  own  compl^  eabjection  to  diadpline  and  hia  rtrict  obadi^ 
enoe  to  orders,  however  distasteful.  On  the  arrival  of  the  army  in 
Aberdci-n  the  Duke  took  up  his  quarters  at  the  house  of  an  advo- 
cate, Alexander  ThoniJion,  who,  although  a  Whig  and  a  firm 
supporter  of  King  Gcoi^  received  no  compensation  for  being 
tlnia  deprived  of  hia  honae  and  luiniture.  He  afterward*  oom« 
plained  bitterly  that  hia  bed  and  bed-linen  had  been  abused  and 
spoiled,  and  that  he  had  been  roblx_"d  of  a  stock  of  stigar  which 
he  locked  up.  Thomson's  next  neighbour  wjus  a  Mrs.  Gordon,  of 
well-known  Jacobite  proclivities.  The  house  of  this  lady  Hawiey 
waa  told  to  take  poaaeadon  of  for  hia  own  quartern.  TIte  rtoij  of 
what  h^ipened  ia  aomewhat  difficult  to  unravd,  beeauae  only  Mia. 
Gordon's  own  account,  as  recited  in  various  Jacobite  memoirs, 
exists  ;  but  inferences  are  obvious.  Says  the  lady,  deacrifaing  the 
"disgraceful  episode  '  with  great  circumstantiality — 

**  The  Duke  came  to  my  house,  attended  by  General  Hawley 
and  aeveral  othen.  The  Goieral  lay  in  my  bed,  and  yvrj  early  on 
Aiday  monung  sent  amcaaei^ertothe  houae  where  Iwasydonand- 
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ing  all  my  keys.  .  .  .  That  evening,  one  Major  Wolfe,  came  to  me, 
and  after  asking  me  if  I  was  Mrs.  Gordon,  and  desiring  a  gentle- 
man who  was  with  me  to  go  out  of  the  room,  he  said  that  he  was 
come  to  tell  me,  that  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  and  General 
Hawley's  orders,  I  was  deprived  of  everything  I  had,  except  the 
clothes  on  my  back.  After  delivering  this  message,  he  said  that 
Greneral  Hawley,  having  enquired  into  my  character  of  several 
persons  who  had  all  spoke  very  well  of  me,  and  had  told  him  that 
I  bad  no  hand  in  the  Rebellion,  and  that  I  was  a  stranger  there, 
without  any  relatives  in  that  country,  he,  the  General,  therefore, 
would  make  interest  with  the  Duke  that  I  might  have  any  particu- 
lar thing  that  I  had  a  mind  to,  and  could  say  W€ls  my  oxen.  I 
then  desired  to  have  my  tea,  but  the  Major  told  me  it  was  very 
good,  and  that  tea  was  scarce  in  the  army  ;  so  he  did  not  believe 
I  could  have  it.  The  same  answer  was  made  when  I  asked  for  my 
chocolate.  I  mentioned  several  other  things,  particularly  my 
china.  That  he  told  mc  was,  a  great  deal  of  it,  very  pretty,  and 
that  they  were  very  fond  of  china  themselves  ;  but  as  they  had  no 
ladies  travelled  with  them,  I  might  perhaps  have  some  of  it.  I 
then  desired  to  have  my  pictures.  He  said  he  supposed  I  could 
not  wish  to  have  them  all.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  pretend  to  name 
any  except  my  son's.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  a  son,  where  was  he  ? 
I  said  I  had  sent  him  into  the  country  to  make  room  for  them. 
To  what  place  ?  said  he.  I  answered,  to  Sir  Arthur  Forbes's.  He 
asked  how  old  my  son  was.  I  said  about  fourteen.  Said  he,  then 
he  is  not  a  child,  and  you  will  have  to  produce  him  ;  and  thus  we 
parted.  This  Major  Wolfe  was  aide-de-camp  to  General  Hawley. 
The  next  day,  after  petitioning  the  Duke,"  she  continues,  "  Major 
Wolfe  came  to  me  again  and  told  me,  that  the  Duke  had  sent  him 
to  let  me  know  that  my  petition  had  been  read  to  him,  and  that 
he  would  take  care  that  everything  should  be  restored  to  me. 
Notwithstanding  this,  when  I  sent  to  the  house  to  ask  for  any- 
thing, as,  in  particular,  I  did  for  a  pair  of  breeches  for  my  son,  a 
little  tea  for  myself,  for  a  bottle  of  ale,  for  some  flour  to  make 
bread,  because  there  was  none  to  be  bought  in  the  town,  all  was 
refused  me.*'  She  goes  on  to  say,  "  I  should  have  mentioned  above 
that  Major  Wolfe  did  one  day  bring  me  my  son's  picture,  but 
Mrithout  the  frame  ;  and  he  then  told  me  that  General  Hawley  did 
with  his  own  hands  take  it  out  of  the  frame,  which  was  a  gilt  one 
and  very  handsome.  Tlie  frame  the  General  left  behind  him,  and 
I  afterwards  found  it  in  the  house."  ^ 

'  Bishop  Forbe'a  Jacobite  Memoirs,  edited  by  R.  Chambers^  1834. 
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Now,  in  |>erui>iug  the  fon^ing,  one  haa  only  to  bear  in  mind 
that  AfzB.  Gocdon  was  a  JaooUte  lady  of  nibsfcuioe,  agamvt  irbam 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  deoeed  no  mefcj,  tiiat  she  drew  np 

an  inventor}'  of  the  goods  in  her  possession,  amongst  which  were 
large  supphes  of  salt  beef,  pickled  pork,  brandy,  rum,  tea,  chocolate, 
which  naturally  excited  the  su&piciuu  of  the  Duke.  This  suspicion 
was  coDfirmed  by  a  further  aitrj  of  **Oiie  set  of  blue  and  whiter 
ten  diahesy  forty  plates  and  three  doaen  plates.  Note.  7%em  wen 
not  my  ovm,  but  were  sent  to  my  hotue  to  .see  if  I  xcmill  buy  tkemj^ 
Under  the  circumstances  Cumberland,  Hawley  anrl  ^\'olfe  believed 
that  the  lady  was  artfiillv  endeavouring,  as  ha.s  bet  a  observed  by 
Wright,^  to  conceal  the  property  of  her  proscribed  friends.  It  was 
not  a  plesaant  task,  thus  to  be  obliged  closely  to  interrogate  a  lady, 
and  Wolfe  was  no  doubt  heartily  glad  to  be  quit  of  the  aflhir. 
Doubtless,  too,  his  concession  of  the  portrait  brought  down  on  him 
a  reprimand  from  Hangman'"  Hawley,  who  was  little  likely  to  be 
influenced  by  any  tender  feelings. 

On  March  12  Barrell's  raiment  was  dispatdied  to  Strailis- 
bogie  to  make  a  demmstration  against  a  body  of  rebds 
there.    Wolfe  did  not  accompany  them,  but  was  kept  busy  for  the 
next  few  weeks  at  head-cjuarters.    On  April  6  Cumberl?iTiri  was 
ready  to  march,  but  news  coming  that  a  French  sloop  bearing 
men,  money  and  arms  to  the  rebels  had  been  driven  ashore,  a 
detachment  was  instsnlly  sent  to  that  quarter.   A  numher  of 
French  and  Spamafds  who  had  thus  been  fbroed  to  land  witii  their 
belongings  were  captured,  and  some  jP12,000  was  brought  into 
Aberdeen.   Tlie  camp  broke  up  on  the  8th,  the  ships  sailing  along 
the  coast  in  fidl  view  of  the  troo|)4i.    The  Spey  was  duly  forded 
in  fine  weather.   The  water  came  up  to  the  men^s  waists  and  the 
current  was  strong,  but  it  was  part  and  paroel  of  a  soldier's  lot  to 
Wolfe,  who  felt  they  were  well  out  of  the  business  with  the  drown- 
ing of  only  H  «int^lp  one  of  lu's  dmgoons.    All  along  the  nmrch  the 
enemy  hung  about,  failing  back  at  Elgin  and  Forres.    On  the  1 5th, 
being  Cumberland's  birthday,  permission  was  given  for  a  halt  at 
Nairn.   Such  r^dcings  apparently  were  anticipated  by  the  rebels, 
who  planned  a  surprise  at  Nairn.    Unluckily  they  miscalculated 
the  time  required,  and  dawn  overtaking  them,  they  allowed  the 
Royal  troops  to  enjoy  in  peace  their  extra  royal  ration  of  brandy, 
biscuit  and  cheese  (paid  for  out  of  the  Duke's  pocket),  and  fell 
back  agam  ciestJUlen  to  CuUoden  Moor. 

A  battle  was  inevitable.   Charla  Edward  had  taken  tip  his 
*  10  qtlk(f9i^4him<atJmKm  Wnffv,  19U,  p.  81. 
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quarters  four  miles  east  of  Inverness,  at  the  residence  of  the  Lord 
President  Forbes,  known  as  CuUoden  House.  His  troops  were 
spread  out  on  the  surrounding  moor,  five  thousand  in  number,  ill- 
fed,  weary  and  anxious.  At  dawn  on  the  16th  they  descried 
Cumberland's  force  advancing  against  them  on  its  march  to 
Inverness.  Charles  Edward  at  once  gave  orders  for  his  men  to 
be  drawn  up  in  two  lines  to  receive  the  enemy.  Ill-luck,  from  the 
first,  hung  over  his  banners.  He  had  neglected  to  place  the  clan 
Macdonald  on  the  right  of  his  army,  a  place  they  had  enjoyed, 
they  said,  in  all  Scotland's  struggles  since  Bannockbum.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  slight,  the  men  of  that  clan  were  sullen  to  the 
point  of  insubordination. 

On  his  side,  Cumberland  took  every  precaution.  To  diminish 
the  terrors  of  the  Highland  claymore  he  had  even  invented  a  new 
bayonet  exercise.  Each  soldier,  he  directed,  should  thrust  not  at 
the  man  immediately  opposite  him,  but  at  his  right-hand  neighbour. 
This  ingenious  drill,  whatever  its  real  value,  tilled  the  troops  with 
still  greater  confidence  in  the  military  capacity  of  the  Duke.  Their 
officers  must  have  admired  the  masterly  way  in  which  he  formed 
his  force  into  three  lines,  having  cavalry  on  each  wing  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon  between  every  two  line  regiments.  He  then 
addressed  them  in  a  speech  to  this  effect :  "  If  there  is  any  man 
who,  from  disinclination  to  the  cause  or  from  having  relations  in 
the  rebel  army  would  now  prefer  to  retire  I  beg  him  in  God's 
name  to  do  so,  as  I  would  rather  face  the  Highlanders  with  1000 
determined  men  at  my  back  than  have  10,000  with  a  tithe  of 
them  lukewarm."  Small  wonder  his  speech  was  greeted  by  the 
men  with  huzzas  and  cries  of  '*  Flanders  !  Flanders  ! "  When  it 
was  proposed,  it  being  one  o'clock  and  the  enemy  making  no 
movement,  that  the  troops  should  dine  before  the  battle,  *'No, 
no,"  cried  Cumberland,  "  they  will  fight  all  the  better  on  empty 
bellies.  Remember  what  a  dessert  they  got  to  their  dinner  at 
Falkirk ! " 

Barrell's  regiment  was  in  the  first  line  when  the  mutual 
cannonade  announced  the  beginning  of  a  memorable  action.  The 
rebel  marksmanship  was  very  bad ;  but  the  EngUsh  discharge  of 
grape  went  home  with  terrible  effect,  causing  the  Highlanders  to 
fall  back  in  disorder.  When  they  advanced  again,  flinging  away 
their  muskets,  they  were  received  by  Barrell's  and  Monro's  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  We  are  told  that  "  the  rebels  so  obstinately 
rushed  on  death  that  there  was  scarce  an  officer  or  soldier  in 
Barrell's  regiment  or  in  that  ])art  of  Monro's  which  was  engaged 
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who  did  not  kill  one  or  two  men  each  with  their  bayonets  or 
tpaotoons.^^  But  for  on  aooooiit  of  the  battle  of  Culloden  we 
may  turn  to  a  letter  of  Wolfe's  to  a  friend  of  the  Wolfes  at 
York,  Major  Henry  Delabenei  who  bad  promiaed  to  aonvej  the 
news  at  once  to  London. 


7b  HSNIY  DSLABSmE. 

InveniesB,  April  I7(h,  1740. 
Dkar  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  yesterday 
about  ono  in  the  afternoon  we  engaged  the  RelH>l  army,  and  in 
about  on  hour  drove  them  from  tlic  field  of  battle;  they  left 
iMMr  1500  dead,  the  rest  (except  prisoners)  escaped  into  tiie 
neighbouihig  moimtaiiiB ;  the  action  was  three  miles  ahort  of 
this  place  on  Lord  President  Forbes*  land,  and  from  thence  the 
name  of  the  bittle  of  CulltKleii.    T  have  never  seen  an  ncfion 
so  general,  iior  any  victory  so  complete,    'l  lie  licbels  had  posted 
themselves,  so  they  iiuagined  we  could  neither  use  cannon  nor 
eavaby,  hot  both  did  essential  service.   Tliey  waited  tiD  we 
came  near  enough  to  fire  cannon  on  them,  and  were  greatly 
surprised  and  disorder'd  at  it,  and  finding  their  mistake,  they 
charged  ii|>on  our  front  line  in  thick  solid  bwlies,  throwing  down 
their  arms  without  exploding  them,  and  advancing  furiously 
with  their  drawn  awvnda.    You  most  understand  before  the 
cannonading  tiiey  were  (I  mean  the  dans)  in  a  Texy  extended 
thick  line,  with  their  ri^t  to  some  houses  and  a  wcdl  on  their 
leff,  and  centre  were  supportp<1  h^  their  rear  by  the  Lowlanders 
and  some  few  horse.    Fotir  piwes  ot"  cannon  were  in  their  front, 
which  they  often  tired,  but  with  little  effect    The  Duke^s  army 
had  at  the  banning  ax  battalions  in  tiie  first  line,  commands 
by  General  Albemarle,  and  Lord  Semple ;  tvs  many  in  the  Heoond 
under  General  Husk,  and  three  regiments  fornie<l  a  third  line  of 
reserve,  rommanded  by  Brigndier  Mordaunt ;  Cobham's  Dragoons 
and  two  ^(juadrons  of  Maik  K.er's  were  on  the  left  of  the  Iront 
line»  where  Hn  ground  was  finnest ;  Hw  other  squadron  and  one 
of  BSngstoo^  Horse  were  on  tiie  right,  and  two  pieces  of  can* 
non  in  equal  intervals  between  the  battalions  of  the  first  line. 
And  a  little  after  the  Rebels  begun  their  attack,  the  Duke 
observed  they  intended  to  extend  their  line  beyond  his  right  by 
breaking  to  the  left  from  their  centre,  and  iuiitantly  ordered 
Fdten^*s  from  the  reserve  and  form  on  the  right  of  his  fint 
line,  and  biou^t  the  rest  of  that  Corps  towards  the  ri^t  of  his 
t  >  Bigs's. 
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second  line  to  strengthen  that  wing;  these  movements  obliged 
them  to  attack  his  front.  The  front  line  of  the  Rebel's  near 
approach  begun  a  most  violent  fire,  which  continued  8  or  9 
minutes,  and  kill'd  so  many  of  their  best  men  that  they  could 
only  penetrate  into  our  Battalion  ;  that  on  the  left  of  the  line 
was  Barrell's  regiment ;  they  were  attacked  by  the  Camerons  (the 
bravest  clan  amongst  them),  and  'twas  for  some  time  a  dispute 
between  the  swords  and  bayonets ;  but  the  latter  was  found  by 
far  the  most  destructable  weapon.  The  Regiment  behaved  with 
uncommon  resolution,  killing  some  say  almost  their  own  number, 
whereas  40  of  them  were  only  wounded,  and  those  not  mortally, 
and  not  above  ten  kill'd ;  they  were,  however,  surrounded  by 
superiority,  and  would  have  been  all  destroyed  had  not  Col. 
Martin  with  his  Regiment  (the  left  of  the  2nd  line  of  Foot) 
mov'd  forward  to  their  assistance,  prevented  nnschief,  and  by  a 
well-timed  fire  destroyed  a  great  number  of  them  and  obliged 
them  to  run  off. 

General  Hawley,  who  commanded  the  five  squadrons  of 
Dragoons  on  the  left,  had,  by  the  assistance  of  150  Argyleshirc, 
thrown  down  two  stone  walls,  and  wfis  (when  the  fire  of  the 
Foot  began)  posted  with  his  Dragoons  opposite  to  the  extremity 
of  the  enemy's  right  wing,  and  as  soon  as  the  Rebels  began  to 
give  way  and  the  fire  of  the  Foot  slacken'd,  he  ordered  Genl 
Bland  to  charge  the  rest  of  them  with  tliree  squadrons,  and 
Cobham  to  support  him  with  the  two.  It  was  done  with  won- 
derful spirit  and  completed  the  victory  with  great  slaughter. 
We  have  taken  22  pieces  of  brass  cannon  or  near  it,  a  number 
of  colours,  and  near  700  prisoners,  amongst  which  arc  all  the 
Irish  picquets,  most  of  the  remainder  of  Fitz  James's  Horse, 
and  a  part  of  Drummond's  Regiment,  great  quantity  of  powder, 
muskets,  bayonets,  broadswords,  and  plads  innumerable.  All  the 
troops  acquitted  themselves  as  troops  worthy  the  command  of  a 
great  and  gallant  General,  and  no  individual  corps  has  been 
wanting  in  their  duty. 

The  Rebels,  besides  their  natural  inclinations,  had  orders  not 
to  give  quarter  to  our  men.  We  had  an  opportunity  of  aveng- 
ing ourselves  for  that  and  many  other  things,  and  indeed  we  did 
not  neglect  it,  as  few  Highlanders  were  matle  prisoners  as  possible. 
Lord  Kilmarnock  is  one,  and  Brigr  Stapleton,  with  some  others 
you  have  a  list  of.  The  enemy,  by  their  own  order  of  battle, 
had  8300  men  in  the  field,  and  our  utmost  was  7200.  Our 
loss  is  inconsiderable.    Poor  Col.  Rich  hatl  his  left  hand  quite 
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cut  ofl^  and  a  very  had  cut  in  hk  right  c11k>w,  and  six  in  his 
head,  one  or  two  very  bad  ones.  I. on!  Ilobert  Ker  was  kWVd 
fiphtiiiij  ofjjiinst  numbers.  Rinion,  ImIihui  kIs,  Hillaiy,  Campbell 
and  ikuwn  are  wounded ;  Uie  laal  of  tiieni  obtitiiiaiely  defending 
one  of  the  oobun  that  was  knocked  to  the  ground,  bat  not 
tarried  ofit  Twenty-one  old  soldien  kilTd  and  wounded  by 
your  former  company.  The  Rebels  are  much  dispersed,  and  it  is 
supposed  will  never  be  able  to  collect  a  bmlv  «£,'ain.  The  Pre- 
tender was  in  their  rear,  but  soon  quitted  the  tieid.  You  must 
obeerve  it  blew  and  rained  very  hard  almost  all  the  time  wt 
marched  from  our  camp  at  Nairn,  till  just  as  the  hattle  began. 
It  then  became  fair,  and  continued  so  all  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  You  must  also  tjike  notice  tliat  the  Rfbc  l^  were,  the  night 
lM.'fore  the  action,  witliin  four  miles  of  our  tamp,  intending 
to  iiave  surpris  d  and  attacked  us  in  the  daik ;  but  on  unforseen 
accident  and  a  good  deal  of  circumspection  prevented  them. 
This  and  other  lucky  circumstances  must  make  every  discerning 
man  observe  whence  'tis  that  success  can  only  be  expected.  We 
wanted  to  have  fought  the  16th,  his  Royal  Ilighnes-s's  birthday^ 
but  his  charity  for  the  men  after  many  marches  prevented  it. 

Yours, 

J.  WOLR. 

PS. — I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  whole  loss  of  the  King's 
troops  together  was  about  20  officers  and  dOO  men  kilTd  and 
wounded ;  so  you  may  see  what  a  dhare  your  old  Regiment  had 
in  iL  I  likcwi.se  forgot  to  mention  the  cavalzy  of  the  right, 
who  were,  I  sliould  have  said,  employed  in  pursuing  and  destroyii^ 
the  broken  Rebels.^ 

**  Culloden,''  says  Mr.  Bradley,  changed  the  &te  of  Britain  in 
a  few  moments,  just  as  Quebec  changed  the  fiite  of  the  Biitiah 
Empire."  Yet^  although  the  victory  was  decisive  enough,  a 
different  result  might  havt-  hwu  Imiked  for  had  the  Prince  Charles 
Edward  chosen  his  ground  elsewhere.  Nor  did  the  victors  by  any 
means  acquit  themselves  without  blunders  which  against  another 
foe  mi|^t  have  cost  them  the  battle.  Meed,  Wolfe  himsdif  hints 
darkly  at  all  this  in  a  letter  wiittra  years  afterwards,  when,  on 
service  in  Scotland,  lie  revisiti'd  Culloden  battlefield)  a  letter  which 
will  be  given  in  its  proper  sequence. 

1  Tlio  oriipnil  of  this  letter  belonged  to  tiie  Rev.  C&Noidiib,  of  la^^ 

HaU,  AUtou. 
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On  the  same  day  Wolfe  wrote  the  following  and  dispatched  it 
to  his  uncle  Sotheron. 

To  WiLUAM  Sotheron. 

Inverness^  Aprii  17,  1740.  ^ 
Deae  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  yesterday, 
about  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  Duke  engaged  with  the  rebel 
army,  and  in  about  an  hour  drove  them  from  the  field  of  battle, 
where  they  left  nearly  1500  dead ;  the  rest,  except  prisoners, 
escaped  by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hills.  The  action  was 
three  miles  short  of  this  place,  on  Lord  President  Forbes'  ^  land, 
from  whence  it  takes  its  name,  the  battle  of  Culloden. 

The  rebels  had  posted  themselves  on  a  high  boggy  moor, 
where  they  imagined  our  cannon  and  cavalry  would  be  useless ; 
but  both  did  useful  service.  The  cannon  in  particular  made 
them  very  uneasy,  and  after  firing  a  quarter  of  an  hour  obliged 
them  to  change  their  situation  and  move  forward  some  hundred 
yards  to  attack  our  front  line  of  Foot,  which  they  did  with  more 
fury  than  prudence,  throwing  down  their  firearms,  and  advancing 
with  their  drawn  swords.  They  were  however  repulsed  and 
ran  off  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  and  the  dragoons  falling 
in  amongst  them  completed  the  victory  with  much  slaughter. 
We  have  taken  about  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  field,  and 
near  it  a  number  of  colours,  and  I  believe  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  amongst  which  were  all  the  Irish  piquets,  most  of  the 
remainder  of  Fitz-James's  horse,  and  some  of  Drummond's 
regiment ;  great  quantity  of  powder,  ball,  muskets,  bayonets, 
broadswords,  etc;  plaids  innumerable. 

The  troops  behaved  themselves  as  they  ought  to  do,  and  no 
regiment  was  wanting  in  their  duty.  The  enemy  by  their  own 
order  of  battle  had  8300  men  in  the  field,  and  the  utmost  of 
our  number  was  7200,  of  which  we  had  about  twenty  officers 
and  three  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  BarrelFs  regiment 
suffered  particularly,  having  out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
had  one  hundred  and  twenty  officers  and  men  killed  and 
wounded,  fighting  in  a  most  obstinate  manner  against 
the  Camerons,  the  best  clan  in  the  Highlands.  Orders  were 
publicly  given  in  the  rebel  anny,  the  day  before  the  action,  that 
no  quarter  should  be  given  to  our  troops.  We  had  an 
opportunity  of  avenging  ourselves,  and  I  assure  you  as  few 
prisoners  were  taken  of  the  Highlanders  as  possible. 
'  Duncan  Forbes,  whose  son  was  in  the  Army  in  Flandera 
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You  must  observe  that  it  blew  and  rained  very  hard  almc^t 
from  tbo  time  we  marched  from  our  cnmp  at  Nairn,  till  jnst  the 
battle  began,  when  it  became  fair  anil  continued  so  the  remainder 
of  the  day.  Anotlur  thing  you  must  take  notice  of,  that  the 
rebels  were  tlie  night  before  the  action  within  tlirec  miles  oi  our 
camp,  intending  to  surprise  and  attack  us  in  the  dark  ;  but  some 
unforseen  accident,  together  with  a  great  deal  of  supert^tition, 
turned  them  back.  These  drcumstanoes  with  many  othefs  I 
ooold  name^  wiU  make  every  diaoeming  man  observe  fiom  whence 
only  our  suooess  can  proceed.  I  heartily  wish  you  joy  of  the 
happy  end  of  so  horrid  an  undertaking.  And  may  tiiey  every 
be  punished  in  tiie  same  manner  who  attempt  the  like !  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Worn. 

An  anecdote  is  narrated  (on  the  authority  of  Sir  Henry  Stuart 
Allanton)  that  riding  over  the  battlefield,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
observed  a  wounded  rebel  smiling  defiance  at  him.  Turning  to 
Sd^jor  Wolfe  at  his  side  he  said:  **  Wolfe,  shoot  me  that  Highland 
scoundrel  who  dares  look  on  us  with  such  contempt  and  insolence ! 
Whereupon  the  young  aide-de-camp  replied:  "  My  commission  is  at 
your  Royal  Highueas's  disposal,  but  I  never  can  consent  to  become 
an  exeiMitioner."^  * 

The  bhxxi thirsty  injunction  is  much  more  in  keeping  witli  the 
character  of  Hawley  than  of  Cumberland,  but  the  rettirt,  what- 
ever it.s  verity,  by  no  means  clashes  with  our  notions  of  the  young 
officer  s  independence. 

*  ArUi-Jacohin  Mcview^  voL  xiii.  p.  125. 
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Cur.LODKNf  proved  effect  ually  the  deatli-blow  to  Jncobite 
aspirations.  On  the  one  hand  we  sec  a  hunted  fiijjitive,  Charles 
Edward,  with  a  price  set  on  his  head  ;  on  the  other  his  victorious 
cousin,  the  Dukr  of  Cumberland,  taking  up  his  quarters  after  the 
battle  at  Cullofien  lIou.Nt:  whence  he  dispatclied  his  aide-de-camp. 
Lord  Bury,  to  London  post-haste  with  news  of  the  triumpli.^ 

Slower  than  the  wings  of  rumour  (for  he  had  taken  nine  days). 
Buiy  found  the  people  of  the  capital  already  m  an  ecstasy  of 
rejoidng.  The  Duke  was  hailed  as  tiie  ddiverer  of  the  nation, 
and  Parliament  voted  him  JSftSfiOO  a  year  for  life.  Cumherland 
himself  remained  with  the  army  in  the  neighhoorhood  of  Fort 
Augustus  until  July  18^  engaged  in  those  severely  repressive 
measures  which  have  earned  him  the  eternal  opprobrium  of 
Jacobite  writers.  He  certainly  carried  fire  and  sword  ruthlessly 
through  the  disaffected  districts,  resolved  that  as  far  as  he  could  help 
there  should  be  no  repetition  of  the  affkirs  "*15,  '*45.  But  it  was  not 
all  bloodthii-stiness  in  the  caniy)  about  ruined  Fort  Augustus.  Hors^ 
and  ponies  were  taken  f'roin  the  rebels,  and  so  jjlentiful  that  every 
private  could  own  his  steed,  besides  oxen,  sheep  and  goats.  The 
Duke  condescended  to  patronize  horse  races,  in  one  of  which 
Hangman^  Hawley  was  dedared  **a  winner  by  about  four 
Inches.* 

.foevet-Major  Wolfe  was  kept  veiy  busy  while  at  Inveniefls. 

At  Forfor  was  stationed  CoUuun'^s  Dragoons  in  cfaaige  of 
Captain  Charles  Hamilton,  with  whom  Wolfe  had  consider- 
able official  correspondence,  which  illustrates  the  unpleasant 
character  of  the  work  in  hand. 

1  "Mj  friend  Lord  Bury  arrived  this  morning  from  the  Duke,  thonffh  llie 

news  was  got  here  before  him,  for  witli  ill  our  vii  tn?  )'  it  ■in?  not  tbougnt  safe 
to  send  him  through  the  heart  of  ScuUaad ;  6o  he  wm  shipped  at  Inverness 
widdn  an  honr  after  iHtui  Dulra  entered  the  town.  Kept  beating  about  at  sea 
five  days  and  thm  put  nu  shore  at  North  Herwick  from  whence  he  catiim  jvo^it 
in  less  than  three  days  to  iioudon,  but  with  a  lever  upon  him.  The  HiiiS  htu 
hnmtdiate^  omlifwl  Uok  £1000  and  I  hear  will  make  him  his  own  si&^b- 
eunp/'-^Walpole  to  Mann,  April  25,  1746. 
F  3  91 
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7b  Captain  Hamilton. 

Inverucs.^,  May  1[Hh,  17-1(>. 

Sir, — I  am  ordered  by  General  Hawiey  to  actjiLunt  you  that 
he  has  shown  your  letter  to  his  Royal  Hii^lmess,  who  approves 
of  everything  you  have  done,  and  desires  you  will  continue  that 
assiduity  in  appreliendinc^  such  as  have  been  in  open  rebellion 
or  are  known  abettors,  and  that  you  will  be  carefull  to  collect  all 
proffs  and  accusations  against  them,  and  deliver  them  to  Biajor 
GmImii,  and  let  ilw  Major  know  from  Gennal  Hawiey  that  Iw 
is  to  xeoeive  and  keep  together  all  such  aoeusations  as  ibaU  he 
sent  him  from  jou,  or  an j  other  officer  under  his  command,  that 
th^  may  be  mofe  oonveniently  had  when  called  for«  You  know 
the  manner  of  treating  the  houses  and  possessions  of  rebels  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  The  same  freedom  is  to  be  used  when 
you  are  as  has  been  hitherto  practised,  that  is  seeking  for  them 
and  their  arms,  cattle,  aud  other  things  that  are  usually  found. 
These  lliat  liave  submitted  to  his  Royal  Highness"'  Proclamation 
are  to  be  treated  as  yon  have  mentioned.  The  list  is  to  be  kept 
and  their  arms  are  tu  l)t  t^iken  from  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

J.  Wolfe,  Aide-Je-Camp  to  General  Hawiey. 

PS. — You  will  be  so  good  to  show  Major  Chaban  what 
concerns  him  in  this  letter,  and  nlso  what  relates  to  tlic  fx>sses- 
sions  of  the  rebels,  that  he  and  the  officers  under  his  command 
may  make  a  proper  use  of  it.^ 

7b  CaftAIN  Hamilton'. 

Sib, — The  General  has  shown  your  letter  to  his  Koyal 
Highness,  and  both  approve  your  conduct.  You  are  permitted 
to  graze  your  troop  in  that  neighbourhood,  for  the  reasons  you 
assign  as  the  most  effectual  means  of  doing  your  duty.  Major 
Chaban  must  be  acquainted  with  the  Generals  intentions  iu  that 
respect ;  and  you  are  likewise  to  let  him  know  that  he  and  the 
rest  of  the  r^ment  have  no  right  to  claim  any  share  of  seisores 
made  by  your  troop  when  in  separate  quarters. 

Ihe  Genend  is  satisfied  with  what  you  have  done  in  regaid  to 
the  meeting  house,  and  the  money  may  be  applied  as  you  think 
proper.  Young  Fletdier^s  effects  are  to  be  secured,  but  not  dis- 
posed of  till  ^irther  otdeis.   If  yon  think  the  attestation  of 

>  I  owB  a  kaoiilste  of  fhsss  letlen  to  Mr.  Ghsiiss  Dihon.  edilor  of  the 
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Mr.  Watson's  ^  wari*ant  a  sufficient  proof  nf  his  havino;  acted  in 
trcasdiiable  manner^  you  nrf  to  make  yourNclf  maiiter  of  his 
person,  and  eon6ne  him  at  Montrose  with  the  rest. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Jamks  Wolfe,  Aid-de-Camp  to  Greneral  Hawley. 

Fort>AagustuB,  Jum  lUh,  1746. 

To  Captain  Hamilton, 

Sir, — General  Hawloy  acquainted  the  Duke  with  the  purport 
of  your  letter,  who  was  very  well  satisfieti  with  your  conduct,  and 
you  have  leave  to  dispose  of  the  effects  of  Brown  and  Watson, 
but  nothing  further  is  to  be  done  in  Fletcher^s  affairs. 

Hie  General  bid  me  tell  you  that  when  any  seizures  were 
made  of  cattle  or  otherwise  in  this  part  of  the  world,  the  com- 
maudingHjfficer  and  every  peison  oonoenied  have  shares  in 
proportion  to  your  pay.  You  mention  Mr.  Dowaj  to  me  as  a 
person  to  be  recommended,  but  at  the  same  time  say  you  have 
Tery  little  knowledge  of  him ;  as  I  have  much  less,  and  no  more 
interest  here  than  you  have,  I  think  if  you  have  found  him 
service nble  to  you,  "will  not  neglect  an  occasion  of  rewarding  him, 
as  it  is  not  known  when  the  troops  will  move  from  hence,  or 
what  road  General  Hawley  will  go.  T^n  .sorry  to  let  vou  know 
it^s  impos.sible  for  me  to  appoint  any  place  for  your  seeing  him. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

J.  WoLF£,  Aid-dc-Camp  to  Genercd  Hawley. 

(On  the  letter  is  written :  This  letter  was  brought  me  from 
Fort^Augustus  by  Baillie  Doway  on  Tuesday  SSnd  July,  1746.) 

With  Cnmborland^s  departure  the  Royal  army  began  to  melt 
away.  Wolfe*s,  Ftalteney's  and  other  regiments  accompanied  him 
to  Flanders,  where  a  new  campaign  was  beginning.  Others  were 
dispatched  to  Stirling  and  other  Scottish  loodities.  Major  Wolfe 
remained  behind,  being  sent  with  a  company  to  rccon.struct  the 
little  fort  of  Invosnaid,  situate  between  Lochs  Lomond  and  Katrine^ 
which  had  been  wrecked  by  the  insurgents.  Here  he  remained 
until  late  in  November  174(),  when  he  received  orders  to  rejoin  his 
regiment  on  the  Conlincnt  in  six  weeks*  time,  with  a  prospect  of 
further  fighting.  The  interval  would  enable  tlie  brevet-major, 
who  was  jusl  couiplLtiiig  liis  twentieth  year,  to  pass  the  Christmas 
holidays  with  his  pai'euti  in  London. 

*  Dtmd  Wstson,  sAennirds  Qaartenisster43eiieERl  in  Scotland. 
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We  still  mav  *top,  on  the  east  side  of  Old  Burlington  Street, 
scarce  a  stones  throw  from  the  rear  of  Burlington  House, 
Piccadilly,  the  to^ii  house  of  the  Wolfes.  It  is  one  of  several 
plain-fronted,  substantial  brick  mansions  built  about  tlie  very  time 
that  James  Wolfe  was  born.^  Here  tbe  old  GeiieiBl«  now  eome- 
what  leoovered  from  the  eflects  of  his  active  service  in  the  North* 
and  his  lady,  greeted  their  son  on  his  return  to  London  in  the  last 
month  of  the  year  1746. 

After  tiie  first  warmth  of  the  greeting  had  pa^^d  away,  and 
James  began  to  lay  before  his  sire  his  plans  for  a  Continoital  out- 
fit, he  found  the  General  in  a  fit  of  economy  and  by  no  means  the 
best  of  tempers.  The  Government,  he  complained,  had  plenty  of 
money  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and 
for  every  petty  German  Prince  ^vlvo  chose  to  ask  it,  but  not  enough 
to  pay  its  own  soldiers.  His  own  silnry  as  Inspector  of  Marines 
was  three  years  in  arrears.  He  told  James  he  luul  memorialized 
the  LordiJ  Commissioners  of  tlie  ^Vdmiralty,  under  whose  direction 
he  had  held  office.  Their  Iordi>hips  had  referred  him  to  Pelhamt 
Hrst  Lord  of  the  IVeasury,  who  referred  him  to  the  Secretary  at 
War,  who  refened  him  hack  to  the  fint  Lord  of  the  Treasoiy. 
The  General  had  m  horror,  he  said,  of  heing  regarded  as  a  dmi,  hat 
he  seems  cm  the  whole  to  have  been  a  very  good  business  man,  or 
Mrs.  Wolfe  was  a  veiy  good  business  woman,  and  he  ultimately 
received  whatever  was  owing  him.  We  will  have  occasion  in  the 
sequel  of  this  narrative  to  see  Mrs.  Wolfe  petitioning  with  great 
persistency  the  ruling  powers  in  order  to  obtain  her  celebrated  son''8 
back  pay  and  the  result  of  such  petitioning.   James's  income  at 

>  Mr.  H.  B.  Wheatley,  the  topographer,  writes  me :  "When  Barllngtmi 
Honse  was  first  huUt  the  gudsas  extended  to  the  end  of  what  aftorHiinla 
became  Savile  Row,  a<5  mny  he  seen  from  Kip's  view  of  the  house  and  wardens, 
hut  when  the  third  E<irl  rebuilt  tlie  house  lu>  cut  otf  the  gardens  where  the 
thoroughfare  called  Burling;ton  Gardens  now  exists^  Hid  hy  virtue  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  (1717-18)  kid  oat  the  ground  known  a*  Ten  Acres  Field  in 
haildin^  plota. 

'  H  ensbeny  Hoaaib,  on  the  site  of  Uxbridge  House  (now  the  Bank  of 
England),  was  one  of  the  first  huildinps  (1721).  It  is  protuihle  that  the 
gardens  were  cut  oS  before  this,  l>ecaufio  Vigo  Street  ran  on  to  Bond  Street 
and  was  known  as  Vigo  Lane.  As  the  Battle  of  Vigo  wu  fought  in  1702,  the 
name  must  have  been  t^flven  when  the  victory  was  fresh  in  public  memory. 

"  Old  Burlington  Street  was  called  Nowell  Street  in  1729,  but  in  1733  had 
become  Great  Burlington  Street— New  Bnrlington  Street  WMoriginallv  Little 
Burl  in^ton  Street.  Burlington  ITmi-c  always  fronted  Picca(  nilv  (with  a 
large  forecourt  and  waU).  I  remember  the  old  gardens  at  the  biiEtck  which 
astended  to  Bnrlington  GeideDs."  The  Wolfo  nuuion  might  well  be  iiidi> 
ea«ed  by  alkUetj  ea  a  plaee  of  Ustorie  intereeL 
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present  was  hardly  equal  to  fittinir  him  out  for  the  Netherlands, 
and  his  usually  liberal  father  told  him  flatly,  what  he  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  that  in  consetjuence  of  his  Inspector- 
Generalship  of  Marines  he  "  was  in  a  worse  position  than  any  man 
who  had  tl»s  lumour  of  having  a  regiment  in  His  Majesty's  servi€&*  ^ 
But  this  was  probably  in  a  manner  of  speaking.  Wolfe  ^  all  he 
needed,  and  alter  some  weeks  in  town  sailed  with  his  regiment  for 
Holland  early  in  Januaiy  1747. 


To  HIS  Faihsr. 

Camp  near  Breda^  Feb.  15,  1747. 

Deau  Sib, — ^There  is  such  a  dearth  at  present  of  everything 
new  and  entertaining,  it  seems  no  easy  task  to  fill  a  It'ftor  ;  at 
least  to  give  it  such  a  turn  as  may  please.  We  military  men, 
don't  accustom  ourselves  to  moral  topics,  or  seldom  entertain  one 
another  with  subjects  \s  hicli  an-  out  of  the  common  role,  from  the 
firecjuent  occasion  we  Lave  to  mention  our  own  affairs,  which,  in 
time  of  war,  are  of  no  small  extent  and  concern.  Possibly  our 
manner  of  writing  may  proeeed  in  some  measure  from  diffidence 
and  modesty,  as  not  caring  to  attempt  things,  that  we  are 
sensible  have  been  better  touched  upon,  and  rather  choose  to  be 
confined  to  that  particular  branch  of  knowledge  wilh  which  we 
are  supposed  to  be  well  acquainted.  Nine-tenths  of  the  letters 
from  hence,  I  am  persuaded,  are  filled  with  observations  from 
what  occurs  in  the  army  in  general,  or  in  the  particular  battalion 
to  which  the  writer  belongs.  I  know  or  at  least  guess  by 
rnvself,  how  much  every  man's  attention  is  taken  up  with  the 
tiiiui:-^  nhont  him  ;  ;ind  the  Use  of  thinking  constantly  on  the 
same  matter  weighs  greatly  with  the  mind,  and  in  time  becomes 
its  first  principle,  so  that  setting  aside  a  man's  nuxlesty  and  his 
diffidence,  he  hiis  little  else  to  talk  of.  I  am  led  into  this 
observation  by  a  discourse  at  Gen.  Howard's  an  hour  ago,  of 
the  difiBculty  some  people  there  said  they  were  under  for  want  of 
soiBdent  variety  of  occurrences  to  611  up  their  paper ;  and  so 
put  o£P  testifying  their  love  to  theur  friends  till  next  post  Now, 
I  was  secure,  certain,  that  you  could  expect  nothing  very  extra- 
ordinary or  amusing  in  the  way  we  are  in,  and  that  your  good 
nature  and  friendship  would  have  been  satisfied,  to  have  known 
your  son  in  health,  and  to  have  had  a  mark  of  his  respect  and 

*  Bedford  Onarreipondtnee,  vol.  i.  p.  123;  Wright^  p.86. 
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aflectioQ  for  his  parents  cxpreatod  in  ever  so  few  linea.  I  beartilj 
wish  you  health,  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  inoBt  obedient  and  ailiMtionaite  son, 

J.  WouB. 

My  love  to  my  mother. 

The  British  section  of  the  Allies  assembled  near  Blaestricbt 
Timbered  all  told  8000  English,  18,000  Hanoverians,  and  0000 
Hessians.  These  were  under  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was 
also  given  supreme  commnnd  of  tbo  entire  fnrn^,  including 
Austrians,  Dutch  nnd  Bav.iri  ins  numbering  lid6,000  men. 

Our  hero  occupied  tiie  lei.sure  which  the  commander's  tardiness 
aftbnied  him  to  carry  on  a  lively  correspondence  with  a  young  lady 
then  resident  in  Brussels. 

To  Miss  L.ACEY. 

Lump  of  Bonvcl,  May  21,  1747. 

Dkae  Miss  I^cey, — If  it  is  necessary  to  be  convinced  of 
your  good  sense,  I  would  desire  you  to  write  and  nobody  would 
doubt  it.  But  as  I  have  been  long  assured  of  it,  I  should  be 
greatly  deficient  if  I  did  not  admire  its  effSscts,  so  I  think  yoo 
may  observe  it  which  ever  way  you  amvocse  with  me  you  have 
the  means  of  pleasing. 

I  was  doing  the  greatest  injostioe  to  the  dear  gurls,  your 
friends  to  admit  the  lea-st  doubt  of  theb  constancy,  I  mean  to 
your  person;  perhaps  with  respect  to  ourselves  there  may  be 
cause  of  complaint.  Carleton  Fm  afraid  is  a  recent  example  of 
it.  Madam  Sawyer  has  swn  variety,  is  n^pnrrallv  admired,  and 
consequently  unique.  Thi  otlior  young  one  niiglit  Hdmit  of  uii 
impression  at  first,  but  a  few  more  years  m.iU  inal  instruction 
wiii  divest  her  of  anv  inclination  to  unnecessary  attachment, 

Youi'  time  nuist  piiss  agreeably;  nothing  from  us  has  yet 
given  occasion  to  prevent  it  nor  do  I  see  any  immediate  proba- 
bility of  a  change  in  our  situation.  We  are  here  the  guardiana 
of  the  Bqniblic^  and  since  their  reformation,  I  begin  to  think 
them  worth  our  care. 

I  hope  you  have  found  a  suiRcient  number  of  men  to  be  of 
your  parties,  lhat  **M.  Gravesend^  ^  supports  his  credit  I  cannot 
doubt,  or  as  I  may  now  properly  say,  has  resumed  his  tyranny. 
Your  spirit,  I  think,  will  never  submit  to  such  a  sway,  how  great 

^  A  jooQse  nidmtme  finr  one  of  the  Englidi  offioeia. 
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soever  may  be  the  scarcity  t  if  you  arc  moved  the  object  will 
have  merit.  This  letter  you  will  be  so  go<xl  to  direct,  and  lot  it  l)e 
sent  to  the  embroiderer;  If  von  think  my  manner  of  com ctiiii^ 
too  harsh,  it  is  left:  for  you  to  soften  ;  sure  they  must  be  dense 
if  my  French  is  useless,  unless  it  could  be  in  the  least  thought 
otherwise  by  you.  That's  an  acquisition  you  huvu  at  heart, 
and  as  you  are  now  placed  to  advantage  in  that  particular, 
you  oertainly  won^  neglect  Fm  your  M  Meod^s  ftiihibl 
adherent  atOl,  and  could  hear  her  talk  with  pleasure ;  tho*  the 
tak  is  long^  *tis  harmonious  from  her  tongue. 

Mrs.  Lee  I  fimcy  oontributes  to  soften  the  Dutch  dialect  and 
make  rugged  seem  smooth,  at  least  If  I  don^  mistake  her 
cfaaiacter.  The  Captain  is  perhaps  one  amongst  us  the  most  to 
be  envied,  within  readi  of  his  wishes,  and  not  sutlject  to  accidents 
that  might  be  the  consequence  of  a  bold  exclusion  to  the  Basch 
from  one  of  iis.  Tis  danrrerons  riding  backwards  and  forwards 
if  a  man  is  no\  inast^T  of  liis  time. 

My  neighbour  Iknuini  luis  groat  pleasure  in  knowing  you 
are  well ;  he  ,s})eHk.s  of  you  w  ith  esteem  iiiid  atlectioii,  and  bids  me 
be  careful  to  make  you  his  coiiipliinents,  1  heartily  make  mine 
to  your  friends,  and  am,  dear  Miss,  most  sincerely  your  friend 
and  admirer 

J.  Wom. 

His  fiur  correspondent  was  tii  Irish  birth,  the  daughter  of 
General  Laccy  in  the  Austrian  service,  hinuelf  rehted  to  the 
Russian  Field  Marshal  Count  Lacey.  A  little  harmless  flirtation 
of  this  kind  doubtless  helped  to  make  the  time  pass  agreeably: 
and  we  may  acquit  WoUe  of  having  any  serious  designs  on  the 
Iady*s  heart 

TbMus  Lacet. 

Ouup  of  Wsstsrloo,  Jims  1111,  N.B.,  1747- 
Bbab  Miss  Lacbt,— As  I  have  showed  great  impatience  to 
procure  my  coat,  I  conceive  how  gi^t  yours  must  be  to  hear  I 
have  got  it.  With  that  considemtion  and  the  great  pleasure  of 
seising  the  first  opportunity  to  speak  my  gratitude  and  return  a 
thousand  thanks,  I  put  this  into  your  fitther^s  hands  for  a 
quicker  and  surer  conveyance,  and  am,  I  assure  you^  infinitely 
obliged  to  you.  Though  it  comes  late  'tis  not  less  necessary ; 
one  strong  reason  is  to  convince  any  amongst  us  that  no  views 
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of  preferiTu  lit  AmW  ever  alter  my  observance  of  superior  duty 
nor  the  expense  (however  unrcasoiKihle)  shall  ever  prevent  my 
conforming.  I  take  the  liberty  to  eiitluse  another  letter  to 
M.  Lebrun  in  which  he  may  easily  observe  my  sentunents ;  you 
will  judge  of  them  equity,  by  the  part  of  his  eondQct  whidi 
relates  to  you*^ 

Your  afiection  for  your  ftther  (one  amongrt  the  many 
estimable  points  of  your  chaeacter)  makes  j<m  see  dangers  at  too 
great  a  distance,  and  you  too  readily  admit  iears  which  to 
me  appear  groundless.  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  conjectures,  but, 
unless  the  French  attempt  Maestricht  or  pretend  to  act  offen- 
sively, I  think  this  campaign  will  not  be  less  inactive  than  the 
preceediri;^  ones.  The  implnrablc  cnomv  may  hov  cvcr  depend 
on  their  IVn  iu*  r  success  and  Uiie  it  as  a  motive  to  new  cntcrpnse.s ; 
in  that  case,  be  a  sund,  that  nothing  a  iine  army  can  undertake 
in  their  defence  will  b(  u anting  for  their  preservation. 

You  have  left,  me  in  a  duubt  that  is  hurtful  to  my  repose. 
Sure  it  must  never  happen  that  a  soldier  can  be  unhappy  in  his 
love ;  if  80»  what  reward  for  great  and  glorious  undertakings,  or 
what  relief  from  despair?  Can  we  be  forgot  in  the  midst  of 
danger  and  fittigue  ?  But  worse  than  this,  shall  I  live  to  see 
an  inhalntant  of  the  bush  suooeed  to  my  place  and  triumph  in 
the  fndlty  of  my  country-woman  ?  Explain  that  part  as  you 
think  me  safe,  or  deny  a  thought  on't. 

I  have  been  a  fortnight  detached  from  the  army.  Our 
situation  has  been  agreeable  and  might  have  been  honourable, 
would  the  enemy  have  waited  our  attempts ;  but  their  idleness 
has  denied  ns  the  pleasure  of  conriucst.  I  speak  rnthcr  positively 
on  this  subject,  but  when  I  speak  of  war,  Fm  seusibie,  tho'  a 
soldier,  that  there  is  One  who  directs. 

I  write  this  in  a  moment  of  reflection  ;  you'll  pardon  the 
style,  'tis  unusual  and  has  not  in  it  that  turn  of  gaiety  that 
would  perhaps  be  more  pleasuig  to  you ;  but  'tis  neverthdess  of 
the  sort  you  must  sometimes  expect  in  your  conversation  with 
men,  particularly  those  whose  situation  should  make  them  oftm 
subject  to  serious  hours.  Fm  glad  to  catdi  myself  in  such  adis- 
podtion  and  think  it  the  beginning  of  reform.  My  wishes  are 
never  wanting  for  your  health  and  happiness  of  you  and  youi 

1  This  b  all  poie  nillery.  Lekran  was  the  embroideier  in  whose  hands 
was  tlie  splendid  scarlet  officer's  coat  whose  elabomtfon  Mini  Lac  y  had 
volaoteerea  to  sapehntend. 
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pretty  friends.  Fll  say  it  to  my  pniiiie  that  no  man  has  a  i 
greater  cousidcratiou  fur  the  sex  than, 

Yuux  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  W.  f 

I  have  directed  the  fellow  to  embroider  but  one  waistcoat,  * 

It  will  be  KcaUed  tliat  at  the  close  of  the  last  campaign  the  1 
IVench  had  on  ernm  the  Netherlands,  largely  owit^  to  their  greater  f 
and  earlier  activity.    Cumberland  was  in  consequence  seiaed  with 

a  fit  of  imprudent  enterprise.    It  is  ever  unwise  for  a  general  *  ' 

to  start  ojM'rati()!is  before  he  is  ready.    After  marching  towards  ^ 
Antwerp,  (  uniherland  was  obHf!;pfl  to  lie  many  weeks  in  idle-  \ 
iiLHs  bfcaiisc  he  was  without  slc^^r  >^\]ns  and  forai^e  wagons.    The  \ 
weather  bitterly  assailed  the  unlurtunate  troops  wlio  hun^  about  ' 
a  spot  ten  miles  from  Breda  waiting  for  the  coiupletioii  ui  simple 
arrangements  which  »liould  have  been  settled  before  they  had 
mafchied  a  step.   Yet  exposure  and  privation  could  have  been 
bonie  with  greater  fortitude  than  the  derision  of  the  IVencfa»  who 
bad  a  laiger  army,  well  fedt  well  housed^  and  well  placed. 

Cumberland,  eventually  in  a  fit  state  to  maich,  seeing  Saxe 
in  movement  and  believing  he  intended  to  besiege  Maestridit, 
set  forward  to  intercept  him.  On  June  19  the  British  reached 
Laffeldt,  a  hamlet  three  miles  west  of  Maestricht  and  the  key  of  the 
enemy'*8  position.  Here  they  encountered  the  French  infantry  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  Irish  brigade  leading.  Then  ensued 
a  desperate  struggle.  ^\gain  and  yet  again  was  the  hamlet  taken  i 
and  retaken.  As  fast  as  Pulteney^s  and  Crawford's  and  tlie  other  ' 
British  regiments  hurled  back  the  foe.  other  brigjuks  lame 
pouring  in.  The  slaughter  was  drcadlul.  Our  bnVr'ule-niajor, 
wounded,  cuatinue<l  to  fight  gallantly.  At  last,  ai'tcr  Llie  liith 
attempt,  overwhelming  numbers  pushed  aside  the  eifaausted 
British  and  occupied  liil^t,  tea  empty  advantage. 

Meanwhile,  Cumberland  ordered  an  advance  of  the  Dutdi  and  | 
Aiutrians,  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  overworiced  inftntfymen. 
In  their  centre  was  a  body'of  Dutch  oavaky,  to  whom  was  given 
at  a  critical  moment  the  order  to  cbaige.   But  instead  of  fiuang  J 
the  exulting  enemy,  the  cavaliy  was  seiaed  with  panics  and, 
turning,  fled. 

In  vain  Cumberland  tried  to  rally  the  retreating  Dutch — the  j 
entire  centrr  brn-.m  to  give  way,  and  the  Allied  army  was  cut 
in  two.   A  precipitate  retreat  upon  Maestricht  followed,  which  I 
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mipVit  developed  into  a  panic-stricken  flight,  but  for  the 

prompt  iLiid  L!:Hl];int  action  of  Sir  John  Ligonier.  This  officer, 
with  some  Briti^ih  and  Austrian  cavalry,  charged  boldly  on  the 


French,  well  knowing  they  would  l)c  ( ut  to  pieces,  but  checking 
in  the  meantiiiiL  I  lie  onset  of  the  i'ov.  Hundreds  of  splendid 
fellows  and  their  horses,  especially  of  the  Scots  Greys,  were  anni- 
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hilatcd,  but  time  thereby  was  gained  for  the  infantry,  Ligonier 
himself,  horseless,  was  captured  by  n  hirky  French  carabineer.  The 
cost  to  the  Allies  of  this  days  fighting  was  6680  in  killed  aiid 
wounded.  Amongst  the  latter  was  Wolfe,  who  liad  received  a  ball 
in  the  body  in  the  height  of  the  action.  Never  had  he  fought  with 
gittater  zeal  and  courage ;  not  losing  control  of  his  brigade  for  a 
aingle  mdment.  He  was  several  times  in  great  danger  thix}ugh  the 
fight,  so  much  so  that  his  iSuthM  wrvaiit,  Rokndthecanie  ahamed 
for  his  lafely.  ^*He  cune  to  me/*  wrote  Wolfe^  long  afterwaids,  ''at 
the  haaid  of  his  life  in  the  last  adaon  with  oflbn  of  his  service^ 
took  off  my  cloak  and  faroiigfat  a  ficeah  hcnrae;  and  would  haye 
continued  close  by  roe  had  I  not  ordered  him  to  retire.  I  believe 
he  was  slightly  woimded  just  at  that  time,  and  the  hone  he  held 
was  shot  likewise.  .  .  .  Many  a  time  has  he  pitched  my  tent  and 
made  the  bed  ready  to  receive  me,  half-dead  with  fatigue ;  and 
this  I  owe  to  his  dilij^enre.'''' ^  For  his  behaviour  on  the  field  that 
day  Wolfe  receivt-d  the  formal  thanks  of  the  Commaodeir-iB-Cbie^ 
Henceforward,  ho  \v;t.s  truly  a  marked  man. 

The  battle  of  Lafieldt  WHS  without  any  useful  result,  except 
to  contirm  the  Allies  in  the  possession  of  Maestricht.  Having 
reinforced  the  garrison  of  the  town  so  coveted  by  the  French, 
Cumbeiiand  craned  the  Mease  into  the  dndiy  of  limhurg,  and 
there  encamped.  As  ibr  his  oppoiient»  despairing  of  taking 
llaestridit  that  wtonj  Saze  bamed  his  mageiings  about  Ihe 
dose  of  August  and  decamped.  Both  annies  retired  mto  wmter 
quarters  in  November,  twenty  transports  landing  five  regiments 
of  foot  at  Gravesend  on  the  16th  of  that  month. 

After  being  nursed  in  field  hospital  a  few  days  for  his  wound 
Wolfe  reached  home  about  the  same  time  as  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land and  Sir  John  Ligonier,  the  latter  havino;  gained  his  freedom 
by  exchange .  Our  hero  celebrated  his  coming  of  age  at  the  house 
in  Old  Burlington  Street. 

Here  lie  ^aw  much  of  good  society.  Not  only  did  lii.s  parents 
have  the  eiUrte  into  many  influential  circles,  but  being  hiuiself, 
young,  ardent,  of  a  convivial  temper,  fond  of  ladies'  society,  it  is 
not  wondeifbl  that  he  shovdd  have  been  regarded  as  ahero  in  many 
eyes.  T1iosfiur,however»he  had  not  expressed  more  than  a  peering 
preference  fat  any  of  the  fiur  endiantresses  he  had  met 

Besides  Miss  Waide,  Bfiss  Lacey  and  othcfs  to  whom  he 
pays  tribute  in  his  lettere,  there  came  upon  the  scene  tliis  winter^ 
MiiB  Eliiabeth  Law80D»  ddest  daughter  of  Sir  Wilfirid  LawsoD,  of 

1  A0  Letter  ^>  p.  IML 
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IseL  This  young  lady  was  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  Her  mother  was  Elizabeth  Lucy  Mordaunt, 
niece  of  Charles,  third  Earl  of  Peterborough,  a  lady  whom  the 
malicious  gossips  of  the  town  credited  with  what  we,  in  modem 
times,  have  come  to  denominate  tfrf't  murt,  a  past.  Wbati  ver 
may  have  been  the  truth  of  such  slanders  (and  very  few  of  the 
court  ladies  were  exempt  from  such  in  George  IPs  day),  they  did 
not  prevent  tlie  lady'^s  daughter  from  being  a  favourite  of  her 
royal  mistress.  Wolfe  was  attracted  to  Miss  Lawson  from  the 
tints  And  the  moie  he  «tw  of  her  the  more  her  diarms  grew  upon 
him.  Her  imde^  Genend  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  wee  an  old  friend 
of  hia  &ther%  and  himsdf  took  a  deep  interest  In  the  yoong 
brigade-major. 

At  this  time  it  was  not  certain  whether  the  Continent  waa  to 
offer  a  further  field  for  active  service  or  not.  Both  sides  were 
weary  of  a  conflict  which  had  already  lasted  six  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1748,  international  plenipotentiaries  met  at  Aix-la-Cbnpelle. 
Notwithstrtiiding  these  negotiations  for  peace  the  military  com- 
manders on  both  sides  resolved  to  keep  thiTifr*  moving  with  vigour. 
The  Congress  opened  on  March  11,  and  a  week  or  so  later 
Wolfe  was  ordered  to  joni  a  detachment  of  German  troops  in  the 
vicinity  ot"  llretla.  He,  therefore,  took  leave  ol  his  pareuLs  and 
London  firiends,  and  set  sail  from  Harwich,  crossed  over  to  Flushing, 
and  made  hia  waj  to  Osteriioiit  Here  he  found  that  the  DuIlo 
of  G^betland*B  ilhiess,  and  Manbal  8aze*8  superior  strat^,  were 
having  their  eifect  upon  the  azroy  of  the  Allies.  He  writes  thus  in  a 
letter  to  hia  frther — 


l  o  HIS  FaTH£&. 

Osterhout,  Ayni  ]2j  N.S.,  1748. 

Dear  Sir, — General  Fowke  is  left  here  witli  iowr  i-egiments 
of  Foot,  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  to  assist  in  tleiending  this 
part  of  Holland.  The  troops  are  cantoiud  in  the  v^llacn^  two 
leagues  from  Breda  and  one  from  Gertruidenljerg,  and  wait  the 
orders  of  him  who  is  appointed  to  lead  the  army  here ;  'tis  at 
present  the  Fnm  of  WoUeabnttel,  but  we  are  appidiensiTe  of 
losing  him. 

As  a  Major  of  Brigade^  and  the  first  of  that  rank,  I  am 
here,  though  I  took  some  pains  to  avoid  it  Hie  ooips  that 
I  bear  is  mtended  to  assemUe  in  this  quarter  will  be  of  thirty- 
five  or  forty  battalions  and  some  squadrons,  unless  the  enemy^a 
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present  undertaking  should  require  them  upon  the  Maese.  I 
hear  Maestricht  is  invested.  Mfirslial  I^)wendahl  passed  the 
Maese  with  some  troops  at  Namur,  was  joined  by  those  that 
wintered  in  Louvain,  marched  through  a  coinitrv  that  is  almost 
impassible  in  the  finest  seasons,  seized  Limbourg,  and  i.s,  wf  are 
told,  on  the  other  side  of  tiic  river,  where  our  army  lay  the 
greatest  part  of  last  campaign ;  while  M.  dc  Saxe  moves  with 
file  lairger  pert  of  the  Fiend^  army,  and  invests  Maestridit  on 
tfaifl  side.  If  Kv  the  body  of  Austrians  there  will  be  inferior 
to  either  of  these  corps,  and  will  e^tainly  retire,  or  rather  has 
retired,  and  leave  the  unhappy  fortress  to  its  garrison  and  a 
Dutch  commander.  I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  know  whether 
that  place  is  thought  of  such  worth  as  to  risk  a  battle  with 
disadvantage,  especially  in  numbers ;  though  the  situation  is 
such  that  a  fortunate  stroke  might  be  the  total  ruin  of  the 
besieging  army,  from  the  extreme  breadth  of  the  Maese,  and 
difficulty  of  retiring  with  a  beaten  army  over  a  bridge  or  two. 
But  if  in  two  or  three  days  these  regiments  should  move,  I  shall 
think  the  attempt  a  thing  determincxl,  and  be  out  of  doubt  as  to 
our  destination. 

The  Prince  of  Oraiige  is  expected  here  soon.  Marshal 
Bathiany  is  laid  up  with  the  gout  (and  in  an  evil  hour)  at 
Bois-le-Duc;  H.R.H.  has  been  Ul  again  at  Venlo^  but  is  some- 
thing better,  and  perhaps  gone  to  Roiemonde;  the  greatest 
part  of  the  army  is  in  foil  march  to  that  place.  Neither  the 
English  regiments  to  the  north,  nor  that  eicpected  from  the 
river,  are  yet  anived^  though  never  so  much  wanted  as  at  this 
unlucky  time. 

I  am  preparing  to  tell  you  the  purport  of  a  conversaticm 
with  Colonel  Yorke,  the  then  Adjutant-General,  to  whom  I 
addressed  myself  on  being  ordered  to  remain  here.  He  said 
some  civil  things  in  relation  to  having  a  person  with  these 
people  that  wjxs  acijuaiiiLed  with  this  country,  and  the  customs 
of  the  army  ;  and  prweeded  to  tell  me  that  the  Duke,  in  dis- 
course with  him,  hod  expressed  great  concern  at  not  having  it  in 
his  power  to  serve  me,  but  that  his  intention  was  just,  and  he 
would  take  an  opportunity  soon  of  making  it  appear.  And 
Yorke,  as  a  secret,  told  me  H.R.H.  intended  that  Field  should 
succeed  Coaskj,  and  that  he  would  give  me  the  Majorca  com- 
mission of  Bragg*s  regiment  for  nothing,  and  (as  he  was  pleased 
to  say)  in  order  to  my  being  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  it,  for 
Jocelyn  is  dying.  Cosslcy,  yott  know,  is  to  go  out  with  a 
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government,  and  the  sale  of  his  company  only.  If  this  be 
true,  you  will  make  the  proper  reflections  on  it,  and  think  me 
not  iiuKh  hurt  Tm  sure  the  thing  is  yet  far  off",  possibly  may 
fail  as  heretofore ;  but  with  sincerity  I  assure  you,  I  am  out  of 
the  reach  of  disapponitment.  I  heartily  wish  you  both  well. 
I  writ  to  niy  uncle  Wat  from  Harwich,  and  foretold  the  siege 
of  Maestricht.  He  will  be  astonishol  at  their  early  proceeding, 
and  equally  displeaflod  with  ui.  My  duty  to  my  mother. 
I  and}  dear  Sir» 

Your  moat  obedient  and  aftctionate  Son, 

J.  Worn 

I  have  bought  Jemmy  Streton  a  horse  and  he  has  writ  to  the 
Gaptain  to  pay  dPT  to  nay  banker  or  agent. 

WcdfeV  refereDoes  in  the  forcing  to  (he  Duke  of  Oambeiland 
show  that  he  still  retained  the  good  graees  of  the  Commander-in* 
Chief.  Indeed,  it  is  much  to  Cumberland's  credit  that  he,  from 
the  first,  detected  the  nmitt  of  the  young  oflScer.  Wolfe^s  duties 
with  the  foreign  coipa  were  very  ardnoiuu  Existing  document! 
show  that  he  was  given  control  of  the  commissariat  of  that  detach- 
ment, corresponded  with  bread  and  b<'ef  contractors,  and  issued 
orders  for  forage.  In  whatever  capuity  he  was  employed  he 
evinced  his  thoroughness.  He  could  be  l  elied  upon,  and  that  was 
probably  more  than  could  be  said  of  nine-teoths  of  the  young 
officers  of  that  day. 

Daily  some  issue  was  expected  from  the  Congress  at  Aix-lft* 
ChapeUe^  to  which  Lord  Sandwich  had  been  dispatched  as  plenipo- 
tentiaiy.  Tht  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  leader  A  the  war  par^  at 
home,  had  himself  nominated  Sandwich  for  this  post,  and  the  two 
shortly  afterwards  met  in  FUmders. 

Wdfe  writes  about  the  middle  of  April — 

To  HIS  Fathkb. 

17th  April,  1748. 

Drar  Sia, — ^The  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Lord  Sandwich  are 
expected  at  Uie  army  in  a  few  days ;  they  will  see  the  sight,  and 
go  oC  •  •  «  The  Imperialists  march  to-monow  towards  Rme* 
monde.  The  ncighbomihood  of  Bois-le-Doc  cannot  fiimish  to  an 
army  without  money.  These  troops  must  receive  great  assistance 
from  the  ooontiy  about  them.  The  conferences  at  Aix  are  rather 
languid ;  the  warlike  spirit  conceives  favourably,  from  the  interest 
or  intrigue  perhaps  of  some  mischievous  particular,  who  maj 
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retard  the  general  good,  and  keep  the  world  in  arms.  Sincerely 
I  believe  you'll  think  Tm  crazy  in  the  brain.  In  one  letter  I  tell 
you  all  is  at  an  end,  and  in  the  next  that  things  have  a  fairer 
face.  Tm  sorry  to  say  thai  niy  writings  are  greatly  inHueneed 
by  the  state  of  my  body  or  mind  at  the  time  of  writing ;  and  Fm 
either  happy  or  ruined  by  my  last  night's  rest,  or  from  sunshine, 
or  light  and  sickly  air  :  such  infinnity  is  the  mortal  frame  sab- 
ject  ta  I  thank  you  for  the  part  you  are  so  ready  to  act  in  my 
behalf.  Your  officers  are  all  well,  and  free  from  complaint,  as 
from  any  cause. 

Marshal  Saie  having  invested  Maestricht,  drove  the  Austrians 
back  to  Ruremond,  with  the  loss  of  their  stores  and  powder.  But 
the  combined  Dutch  and  English,  lacking  the  reinforcements  of 
the  Russians,  who  had  not  yet  arrived,  were  too  weak  to  do  very 
much  to  prevent  the  fall  of  the  fortress.  When  it  fell,  Holland 
would  be  invaded.  In  these  circumstances,  the  British  Government 
were  only  too  ready  to  accept  the  terms  of  peace  which  France 
offered  at  the  Congress.  So,  while  the  ministers  of  the  other 
Powers  declined  to  joni,  iaie  at  night  on  the  30th  of  April,  N.S., 
the  English,  Dutch  and  French  plenipotentiaries  set  their  names  to 
the  IVeaty  of  Peace. 

But  while  the  negotiations  were  going  on,  tiie  enemy  had 
approached  dbae  to  the  beleaguered  city»  whidi  tiiey  attacked  and 
earned  the  covered  way,  with  the  loss  of  900  grenadiers.  Hidr 
triumph  was  brief,  however,  for  Baron  D'Aylva,  the  Governor  of 
Maestricht,  sallied  forth  and  put  them  to  flight  with  heavy  loss. 
All  doubt  about  the  result  was  cut  short  by  the  news  of  the  sign- 
ing of  the  Treaty  of  Pence,  and  orders  for  hostilities  to  cea.se. 
Cumberland,  whose  military  reputation  had  hardly  been  iucrea^ied 
by  this  campaign,  dispatched  an  officer  to  Baron  D*Aylva,  in- 
structing him  to  turn  o  v  ur  the  fortress  to  Marshal  Saxe  until  the 
ratification  of  the  Treaty.  In  consequence  of  thii»,  the  gaiiiison 
marched  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war  on  the  3rd  of  May. 

Thm  terminated,  as  &r  as  Britain  was  concerned,  the  War 
of  the  Austrian  Suooesnon.  It  was  an  eztraordinaiy  contest: 
England  and  IWmoe  had  begun  as  mere  allies  of  tiie  two  powers, 
Austria  and  Prussia,  and  aided  by  being  the  prindpals.  But 
what  had  been  gained  ?  All  conquests  were  to  be  restored,  even 
that  of  Louisburg.  There  was  no  stipulation  r^arding  the  first 
cause  of  the  war»  the  commmal  claims  of  England  upon  Spain, 
and  there  was  a  general  oonaciousness  that  Fremce  had  the  best 
a 
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of  it,  and  was  only  rcstraincxi  by  tlic  present  state  of  Ik. r  imvy 
and  her  exchequer,  lliis  consciousness  was  (juit  keued  win  ii  it 
lx!came  known  that  two  noble  hostages  were  to  be  sent  to  T'l  ;ur« 
to  guarantee  the  restitution  of  Ivouishurg.  It  gave  Briti^ih 
pride  a  sad  shock.  By  no  one  was  it  more  deplored  than  by  our 
hero,  who  little  expected  when  he  cried  out  against  giving  back 
Gape  Bieton  and  LouiBburg,  that  &te  had  leaerved  to  him  a 
chief  share  in  the  task  of  ledaiiiiing  the  one  for  the  Empire  and 
blotting  the  other,  one  day,  fiom  the  hot  of  the  earth. 

^Never,  perhaps*^  remarics  Stanhope,  "did  any  conflict,  after  ao 
many  great  events  and  so  large  a  loss  of  blood  and  treaaore,  end  in 
replacing  the  nations  engaged  in  it  so  nearly  in  the  same  situation 
as  they  were  at  first.""  ^ 

All  throiii^h  that  summer  of  1748  both  nrmies  rested  in  their 
respective  camps.  It  was  then,  lieing  assun  i  lli  tt  no  active  service 
was  imminent  for  some  time  to  come,  that  W  olle  desired  ardently 
to  ^et  prolonf|;ed  leave  from  his  regiment  for  the  purposes  of  tra\  l1. 
Although  mure  than  six  years  in  the  arn»y,  he  had  seen  little  of 
the  world.  He  had  always  been  too  hard-worked  to  have  had 
many  opportantties  for  odarging  his  mind  or  of  acquiring  the 
aocompli^ments  of  a  gentleman.  His  great  fear  was  of  becoming 
narrow  and  uncouth  if  this  course  of  life  went  on,  and  he  believed 
that  travel  and  mixing  in  cultivated  society  would  make  him  ilie 
more  efficient  officer.  In  this  opinion  be  was  supported  by  his 
uncle^  Major  Walter  Wolfe,  with  whom  he  continued  to  keep  up  a 
spirited  oorreqxmdence.  The  old  Major  was  a  keen  soldier,  and, 
having  been  disappointed,  purely  through  the  nature  of  the  times, 
in  his  own  advauccmenty  took  a  deep  interest  in  that  of  his 
nephew. 

Wolfe  writes  to  his  mother — 

To  HIS  MOIHKB, 

When  you  have  anything  to  grant,  or  a  good-natured  thing 
to  say,  you  don't  lose  time,  I  got  your  letter  much  sooner 
than  I  expected*  but  upon  opening  it  easily  perceived  the 
reason. 

There  will  be  difficulties  in  everything  that  contradicts  a 
principle  or  settled  opiTiion,  entertained  amongst  us,  that  an 
officer  neither  can,  nor  ought  ever  to  fx?  otherwise  i  in{iloyed 
than  his  particular  military  functions.    If  they  could  beat  men'*8 
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capacities  down,  or  confine  their  genius  to  tliat  rule  (to  be  ob- 
served with  the  expected  nicety,  so  as  to  exdude  all  other 

attachments),  no  mao  would  ever  be  fitted  for  a  higher  employ- 
ment than  he  is  in.  Tis  unaccountable  that  who  wishes  to 
see  a  good  i^my  ain  oppose  uicirs  enlarging  their  notions,  or 
ncqiiirinf^  that  knowledge  with  a  little  absence  which  they  can't 
jx)-sil  )k'  meet  with  at  home,  especially  when  they  are  supposed 
niaatei-H  ot  their  present  employment  and  really  acquainted  with 
it  In  all  other  stations  in  lite,  that  method  is  usually  pursued 
whic^  best  conduces  to  the  knowledge  every  one  naturally  widies 
to  have  of  bis  own  profession. 

Whether  my  request  will  he  oonsented  to  or  not  I  shanH 
pretend  to  say ;  it  depends  on  them  whether  even  I  shall  ask  it* 
Pray  tell  my  father  that  I  thank  him  mudi  for  his  approbation, 
but  I  can'*t  help  difiering  both  firom  him  and  you  in  your  objec^ 
tion,  that  I  must  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  preferment ;  because* 
if  we  may  judge  of  what  has  happened,  attendance,  or  the  fre- 
quent offer  of  one"'s  person  to  their  observation,  has  had  hitherto 
little  effect,  and  1  know  myself  secure  of  your  voices  and  ( n- 
deavours  whether  absent  or  not  ;  and  more  particularly  timt,  if 
I  rise  at  all,  it  will  most  probably  be  by  the  means  of  my  father  s 
pocket.  But,  not  to  be  tiresome  upon  this  subject,  I'm  told  that 
njy  intended  journey  will  really  be  put  off.  I  spoke  to  my 
unde  Wat  in  my  last  letter  to  him  to  this  purpose.  Perhaps  he 
may  mention  it  to  you  with  his  sense  of  such  undertaking. 

The  sum  id  question  puts  me  into  the  very  state  you  wish 
me^  and  I  as  truly  wish  myself,  I  mean  that  of  independent ; 
and  though  I  dare  not  pray  for  money,  ^0,000  is  worth  asking 
for  fiur  purposes,  and  mig^t  he  prettily  disposed  of.  None  hut 
earthly  gods  and  goddesses  are  moved  £gur  without  the  precious 
bane*^ 

•  •••••• 


Sure  Palliser  can't  in  honesty  be  partial  to  that  red  head  of 
hers,-  and  think  there  is  beauty  in  the  motly  of  white  and  yellow  ; 
he  has  certainly  meant  his  speech  in  compliment  to  some  female 
of  the  fidrer  khid,  within  the  hearing  of  so  much  gallantry.  He 
can  never  be  so  blind  as  to  imagine  any  perfection,  hut  in  the 

*  Tliis  is  a  rcferenre  to  one  of  Mrs.  Wolfe's  match-making  scliemes. 

*  Mrs.  Wolfe  bad  written  to  my  that  one  of  his  old  Greenwich  comrades 
had  Alien  in  love  with  a  lather  pliuii  damsel,  whose  beauty,  however,  he  had 
iusisted  uj>on. 
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just  medium  l>ofween  the  dismal  black  and  palid  white.  He  has 
sacrificed  his  own  opinioTi  m\d  Mrs.  Higsham's  fiffections  in 
pure  civility  to  the  neiglibourborKl  of  that  same  lady,  who 
was,  as  I  said  before,  undoubtedly  the  object  and  first  in  bis 

thoughts. 

I  desire  you  will  speak  without  any  reserve,  if  there  is  here 
or  within  my  readi  whatever  you  wish  for  imagine  yourself 
misbmB  of  it,  and  tell  me  how  I  may  endeaTour  to  be  of  Uie 
kast  use.  Though  I  doo^  iUnk  the  troops  will  any  of  them 
embark  till  the  end  of  October  I  would  not  have  yen  lose  time 
in  fibting  upon  what  yon  would  have  brought  over,  and  if  yon 
know  anything  that  would  he  agreeable  to  my  &ther  pimj 
meutton  it* 

The  Buke  went  aoddenly  over  to  Hanover  a  day  sooner  than 
even  he  spoke  of,  and  fTpiuss  fix>m  thenoe  determined  his  quick 
remove;  H,B.U.  is  expected  back  in  a  week,  but  one  aid-de» 
Oamp^  or  more  properly  his  travelling  secretavy  (C6L  Tofke)^  it 
gone  with  him  of  all  his  retinue. 

As  to  the  bulk  of  our  correspondence,  I  know  nothing 
that  can  justly  excuse  mv  pnttinc^  vou  to  on  extraordmiiiy 
expense.  Any  inclinntion  to  much  talk  cart  never  be  a  lijood 
reason.  A  man  should  shorten  his  discourse,  or  leani  to 
write  close.  Everything  that  seems  to  prevent  any  scheme  of 
economy  I  am  a  bitter  enemy  to.  In  the  notions  I  entertain  at 
present,  spare  diet  and  small  beer  have  a  stiong  place.  Nothing 
but  an  tmlucky  knowledge  of  the  immediate  necessity  of  livii^ 
well  and  drinnng  dant  could,  sure,  pennade  me  to  soch  a 
pcaeties  Id  opposition  to  good,  close,  panimonioiis  maxima. 
But  what  is  there  one  may  not  be  fbraed  to  do^  where  the 
health  is  oonoenied,  however  avefse  to  indination  f  To  rrnl 
the  vapours  (as  my  friend  jnsUy  terms  themX  Seamy  BooneOan 
and  I  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  eoQple  or  three  good 
things  eveiy  day,  and  some  Bordeaux ;  the  management  of 
all  which  he  has  »My  undertaken^  and  caUs  for  my  meekly 
partition. 

If  Mr.  Fox  knew  how  well  we  feed,  and  that  soirtrtimt's'  the 
table  foi  four  is  crowded,  he  would  be  jealous  of  our  emoluments 
and  (  ensure  our  extravagance,  refuse  perhaps  our  arrears,  and 
cut  oft'  the  non-effectives.  My  duty  to  my  &tb^.  1  always 
wish  you  both  well,  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  uiiectionatc  Son, 

J.  WOLFK, 
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The  paragraph  in  the  foregoing  which  relates  to  the  principles 
of  economy  is  a  good  example  of  the  v^ritcr's  playful  mood.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  his  mother  had  been  fearful  that  his  camp  diet  was 
too  rigorous  for  his  feeble  constitution,  and  in  sending  him  the 
sum  of  £50  had  urged  him  to  nourish  himself  as  p;enerou8ly  m 
possible.  Wolfe  was  no  gourmet,  generally  taking  the  mess  pro- 
Tialons  aa  he  finmd  tiiem,  snd  in  thb  campaign  they  were  veiy  bad. 
Hu  supposition  that  the  coin^t  old  placeman  Fox»  the  Secretary 
of  War,  would  fed  scandalirod  at  the  Lucullan  eztravaganoe  of  the 
commiwMfcTiat,  was  amusingly  fimtastic 

By  November  the  definitive  txeaty  had  been  signed  a  montliy 
yet  Wolfe  was  still  in  FUnders  with  the  foreign  battalionsy  nor 
had  the  hoped-for  leave  of  absence  been  granted.  When,  however, 
be  next  wrote  hta  mother,  a  return  to  England  waacmlja  few  weeks 
distant. 

To  ms  MoTHSB. 

Camp,  Neaselroy,  lOth  iVotwiAer,  1748. 

Yoii  have  given  me  the  greatest  pleasure  imaginable  in  your 
accoaut  of  my  father's  situation.  He  not  only  can  walk  well, 
but  I  hope  does,  or  at  least  takes  such  exercise  a&  fits  his  inclina- 
tion and  contribates  to  his  health.  I  would  recommend  the  like 
to  you,  if  I  did  not  know  how  sensible  you  are  of  the  neoenity 
of  it,  and  how  ready  to  give  a  good  example^  I  have  been 
piodigio«nly  careful  of  my  own  tUn  perton,  and  I  think  have 
used  all  the  remedies,  plasters,  unguents  eta,  that  were  not  only 
useful,  but  even  thought  so,  in  complaisance  to  your  opinion ; 
and  I  am  thoroug^y  reinstated.  Your  gieNi  oil  in  particular 
was  of  singular  service  to  me,  for  a  hurt  I  received  by  iJie  fidling 
of  my  horse  (not  from  my  horse),  and  that's  well  likewise. 

Captain  Thornton  is  tlie  only  one  of  our  countrymen  that 
thinks  our  army  worth  looking  at ;  he  was  j)rrsent  at  a  review 
of  six  Wolfenbuttel  battalions,  and  ixjjressed  both  satisfaction 
and  astoiiibhnicnt.  He  is  gone  away  very  well  pleased  with  his 
reception  and  entertainment.  It  is  really  surprising  that  in  the 
multitude  of  the  idle  and  curious,  it  does  not  enter  into  any  of 
llwlr  heads  to  be  for  once  spectators  at  a  military  show,  and 
amuse  themselves  some  little  time  with  a  view  of  the  variety  of 
troops  that  compose  the  three  sqiaiate  bodies  in  the  country. 
The  English  should  accustom  themsdves  to  such  sights,  that 
they  may  he  Less  at  a  loss,  and  act  like  men  when  anything  new 
or  extravagant  presents  itself  and  that  a  plaid,  whiskers,  of  a 
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nifr  cap  may  out  be  esteemed  bj  them  altogether  teniUe  and 
invincible. 

I  received  a  letter  yeiterdoy  from  my  father,  and  one  firom 

Rickson.  The  little  man  scorns  to  entertain  but  a  very  in- 
different opinion  of  widows,  and  threatens  to  Ix'  much  better 
acquainted  before  he  engages  a  second  time ;  he  even  carries  it 
so  far  as  to  8iu$pect  somo  of  them  of  coquetry  and  deceit,  and 
with  gieat  earnestness  iulvises  his  friends  to  avoid  that  species.* 

My  father''s  good  de^^igns  are  seen  by  me  in  the  very  ligiit  he 
means  them ;  but  ''tis  too  late.  Other  views  and  interests  succeed 
at  the  end  of  a  war,  and  ikvouie  are  tiirown  into  quite  a  difcent 
dianneL  For  my  particidar,  I  vufa  ncything  so  much  as  the 
means  of  escaping  from  the  noise  and  idleness.  I  new  till  now 
knew  our  army  otherwise  than  I  oould  have  destred  it  (I  don^t 
mean  aa  to  the  Baooessfu]  part),  but  then  I  never  knew  what  it 
was  to  wait,  in  smoke  aiid  subjection,  the  signing  articles  of 
peao^  and  till  now  have  always  had,  or  imagined  I  had,  a 
prospect  of  better  times.  Fm  even  flattered  with  the  distant 
view  of  a  happy  arrival  at  Gibraltar  or  Minorca,— a  very 
desirable  retreat,  and  well  adapted  to  niy  years  and  inclination ! 

I  have  sold  my  poor  little  gi"ey  mare ;  I  lamed  her  by 
accident,  and  thought  it  better  to  dismiss  her  the  service  im- 
mediately, than  wait  a  long  while  for  her  recovery,  as  has  been 
sometimes  the  custom.  I  grieved  at  parting  with  so  fuitlifLd  a 
servant,  and  have  the  comfort  to  know  she  is  in  good  hands,  will 
be  Toy  well  fed  and  taken  care  of  in  her  latter  days.  Su€^ 
another  good  animal  I  shall  hardly  meet  with.  I  shall  be  very 
mndi  obliged  to  you  if  yon  wiU  let  me  know  whether  a  part  vt 
a  fonner  letter  fimn  you  relating  to  my  cousin  Burcher  be  tme; 
I  hope  it  is  otherwise.  Mrs.  Inwood  may  give  herself  what  airs 
she  pleases,  and  boast  all  her  ability ;  bat  I  shall  return,  peifaaps, 
more  than  her  match.  I  have  taken  care  by  practice^  and  a 
well-regulated  attention  to  the  game,  to  j^repare  myself  for  the 
greatest  trials;  and  so  I  thiulc  she  ^lu)ul(]  bo  informed,  to  put 
her  the  more  upon  her  guard,  and  nuike  my  all^icks  {as  they  are 
called  at  ciiess)  lu»a  formidable.  1  heartily  wish  you  both  your 
health,  and  am. 

Moat  dutifully  and  afl'ectionately  your  Son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

I  believe  we  shall  remain  at  least  six  weeks  in  this  camp. 

'  Kicksou  did  not  marry  outU  1767^  wlieu  he  espoused  Miss  Euphemia 
BnmiMr  of  Bdinbovgh. 
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By  Christmas  Wolfe  was  home  a^iiin,and  after  the  festive  birth- 
day and  Christmas  rejoicingij  were  over,  lost  little  time  iii  renewing 
his  addresses  to  General  Mordaunt^s  niece.  But  what  courtship 
there  wmt,  was  destined  again  to  be  brief,  for  on  the  15tfa  of  Jmie 
1749,  he  at  last  read  his  name  in  the  Gazette  as  a  Major  of  the 
iMHh  Rfigiment.1  This  le^ment,  then  known  as  **LokI  George 
Sackvi11e*s,"  was  then  quartered  in  Stirling.  For  the  next  few 
years,  therefore^  destiny  called  him  to  Scotland.' 

Scotland,  and  particularly  the  Highlands,  was  at  that  time  the 
place  in  the  British  Empire  which  if  it  did  not  occasion  uneasiness, 
called  for  the  most  alert  and  prudent  statesmanship.  Since  the 
effectual  repression  of  the  Rebellion,  three  years  V-fore,  n  system 
of  "  reconstruction  was  demanded,  sometiiiiiL''  siuiilar  in  character 
to  that  undergone  by  the;  Southern  States  of  the  Ainericiin  Union 
after  1865.  A  large  part  of  Scotland  was  in  the  haiuis  ut  fl mini 
chiefs  ruling  idle,  reckless,  ill-fed  clansmen.  In  the  report  nuitie  by 
General  Wade  after  the  rising  of  1715,  he  observes  of  the  High- 
Umders  that  ^their  notions  of  virtue  and  vice  are  very  diffsfent 
finom  the  more  civilised  part  of  mankind.  They  think  it  the  most 
sublime  virtue  to  pay  servile  and  abject  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  their  chieftains,  idthough  in  opposition  to  their  Sovereign  and 
tihe  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  and  to  encourage  this  their  fidelity,  they 
are  treated  by  their  chiefs  with  great  familiarity ;  they  partake 
witii  them  in  their  diversions,  and  shake  them  by  the  hand 
idierever  they  meet  them.^* 

Statutes  were  accordingly  passed  to  put  down  this  undue  power 
and  consequent  lawlessness.  Military  tenures  were  nlwlished, 
hereditary  jurisdictions  were  replaced  by  Crown  Courts,  the 
Jacobite  clergy  were  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
to  pray  publicly  for  his  Majesty  King  George.  The  clans  were  to 
be  disarmed  and  (still  more  important  in  Highland  eyes  at  least) 
the  tartan  was  placed  under  the  ban.  The  term  for  the  total 
abolition  of  the  national  garb  was  the  1st  of  August,  1747,  but 
Such  parts  thereof  as  are  called  the  plaid,  philab^  or  little  kUty** 
were  Mndden  after  the  86th  of  December,  1748. 

As  long  as  the  war  was  going  on  in  Flanders  and  the  troops 
were  needed  on  the  Continent,  not  many  battalioDS  could  be  spared 

^  Now  the  Lineashbe  FnsiUers. 

'  Thorn  is  a  letter  from  John  Warde,  K-q  .  nf  Squerrros,  to  las  brother 
G«orge,  then  in  Scotland,  which  shows  that  Wuli'e  did  not  join  the  corns  for 
■om«  weeks  at  kast  It  is  dated  Conduit  Street,  24tii  Jan.  1749 :  "  i  sftw 
Major  Wolft  ilia  otlier  day  wlio  was  going  nortiiwd,  sad  tdls  me  he  will 
see  yoo.'* 
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to  hvv  that  the  Rebellion  Statutes  were  strictly  CMTied  into 
execution.  But  now  that  the  war  was  over,  the  Government 
bejf:^an  to  follow  up  its  initial  measures  in  Scotland.  Several 
battalions  were  ordered  north  tt)  f^^arrison  the  Highland  Forts,  and 
to  bunt  out  philab^s,  non-juring  priests  and  dajmores.^ 

This  wBs  the  state  of  affiun  and  these  tbe  ditties  of  the 
soHieiy  when  Major  Wolfe  retimifld  to  Scotland.  He  Ibund  the 
SOth  threatened  with  the  loss  of  its  lieutenant-Colonel,  the  Hon. 
Edward  GomwaUis,  who  had  been  seleeted  to  go  oat  to  Nova 
Sootia  as  Captain-Geneial  and  Governor  of  that  new  oolony.  Urns 
he  was  at  so  early  an  age  called  upon  to  act  as  commanding  officer 
of  a  regiment.  In  itself  such  a  position  was  a  trying  one,  hut  the 
circumstance  of  the  troops  being  in  the  midst  of  those  speaking 
their  own  tongue  and  resenting  their  prcscnre,  dcmandt^d  the 
high(^  d^ree  of  tact  and  self-control.  Stirhng  must  tlieii  have 
been  far  from  an  agi  eeable  place  in  the  eyes  of  an  Englishman.  It 
was  dirty  and  the  iiihabit/ints  much  addicted  to  inebriety.  The 
burghers  were  narrow  and  clannish  to  a  degree.  We  were  told 
that  none  but  a  freeman  of  some  of  their  guilds  could  embark  in 
any  business.  No  one  durst  so  mvuh  as  sew  a  button  on  hishraeka 
or  put  apatch  upon  his  brogues  unless  he  were  free  of  a  craft  of 
tailors  or  shoe-makers,  and  had  the  barbers  been  a  oorponttion  no 
one  durst  ahave  himsdf  or  employ  a  servant  to  do  it  for  him,  with- 
out being  entered  a  freeman  of  that  trade.  Even  tbe  well-to-do 
inhabitants  were  frugal  to  the  point  of  parsimony.' 

Wolfe  s  first  care  was  for  the  men  under  his  chaige.  His  regi> 
mental  minutes  are  still  extant  Nothing  we  have  exhibited  so  far 
in  these  pages  so  attests  the  complete  soldier.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  at  Stirling,  undfr  date  of  Febniarv  12,  1749,  he  wrote 
that:  "Tlie  Major  desire-,  to  Ho  ncqMainted  in  writing  with 
the  men  and  the  companies  tiiey  belong  to,  and  as  soon  as 
possible  with  their  characters,  that  he  may  know  the  proper  obicrts 
to  encourage  and  tho^  over  whom  it  will  be  necess8u:y  to  keep  a 
strict  hand  The  officers  are  enjoined  to  visit  the  soldien^ 
quarters  frequently ;  now  and  then  to  go  round  between  nine  and 
eleven  o^dodi  at  night,  and  not  trust  to  sergeants^  reports.  They 
are  also  requested  to  watch  the  looks  of  the  privates  and  observe 

'  If  arms  were  foand  in  a  Highlander's  possession,  or  if  he  wore  a 
^xilab^ ;  if  a  priest  officiated  contrary  to  the  Act,  or  if  either  reftised  to  tnke 
the  oaths  prescribed,  he  was  liable  to  six  months'  imprisonment  for  tiie  lirat 
offence,  and  transportation  to  the  Ameiimi  Plantslioiis  lor  tbe  Second. 

s  Hittonf  QfatMing  (17M>,  p.  181. 
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whether  any  of  tJiem  were  paler  than  usual,  and  that  the  reason 
might  be  inquired  into  and  proper  means  nsoil  to  restore  them  to 
their  former  vigour.  And  snbnltniis  ai'ti  told  that  *a  JOUng 
ofticv'i"  should  not  think        doos  too  much.''^^ 

At  this  time  he  did  not  know  how  long  he  would  be  stationed 
at  Stirling.  It  was  therefore  with  infinite  roh'ef  that  in  a  few 
weeks  he  received  orders  to  march  to  (.ila.•^g^)w.  One  retuson  in 
particular  made  him  weloome  the  diange.  It  was  the  young 
offioofs  abldiiig  uabltioii  to  atone  Ibr  the  deSdencies  in  lilt 
edocatioD.  Brother  officeiB  at  mest  might  have  derided  this  as  an 
nnneoessary  aspiratiott  after  an  undue  piety,  even  the 
adidieri  might  wonder  to  aee  their  acting  Lieutenant-CDlonel  taldng 
to  his  school  hooka  again,  hot  the  opportunity  was  one  not  to  he 
lost.  There  was  a  celebrated  college  at  Glasgow  (since  grown 
into  a  University)  and  capable  teacher8»  bo  Wolfe  put  himself  in 
their  hands.   He  writes  to  liis  mother — 

OlMgow,  Monk  26th,  1749. 

Dear  Madam, — Neither  my  inclination  or  interest  lead  me 
to  do  anything  that  may  disoblige  either  my  father  or  you, 
much  less  against  both,  can  I  be  persuarlcd,  to  oppose  your  wills  ; 
it  would  hnmblo  me  indeed  if  you  were  once  to  suppose  that  I 
could  be  biaiised  in  my  opinion  by  either  of  the  gentlemen  voii 
mention,  though  they  should  m-eivp  advice  and  assistance,  from 
the  artificial  and  fraudulent  ietiiale  ;  or  that  she  (prepared  as  I 
am  against  all  her  attempts)  should  be  able  to  work  upon  me 
with  lies  and  fidsehood,  h^  constant  weapons ;  I  had  not 
five  minutes^  diseooise  with  her,  hut  in  company  with  tiie  others 
where  her  mtimacy  is  not  yet  strong  enough  to  aUow  the 
freedom  of  utterance  upon  all  suhjeets ;  ao  that,  what  she  mi|^t 
he  wanting  in  truth,  must  have  heen  chiefly  upon  indifferent 
topics,  more  proper  to  move  one^s  contempt,  than  displeasure. 
One  mdancholy  proof  of  her  pernicious  example,  I  foresee  will 
appear  in  that  child  Miss  Sotheron ;  if  Jezebel  be  suffered  to 
meddle  in  her  e<lucation,  the  girl  is  undone  ;  I  pressed  the  father 
to  send  her  to  New  York ;  his  fondness,  and  Fanny's  wicke<lncss, 
will  be  her  distraction,  if  she  is  not  quickly  removed.  It  is  a  pity 
the  jwor  thing  should  be  neglected,  for  she  appears  ready 
enough  on  her  part  to  do  what  is  right. 

You  have  mistaken  that  part  of  my  letter  where  Masterman 

^  Mitfor  Wolfe'sOrdor-book  is  (tsaerved  aft  the  United  Service  Institiilisa. 
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is  named.  Billy  Sothcron  ^  docs  not  speak  of  him  n.s  any  liiiulrHnce 
to  his  showini^  the  n'spi  c  t  due  to  his  aunt,  but  as  one  cinming, 
and  insinuating,  execrably  bent  to  find  advantages  in  the 
ruins  of  your  faniilv  :  that  is  the  light  he  s  l  iiin  in,  and  I  dare- 
say a  just  one.  Tiii.s  Mr.  Sotheron's  behavioiir  may  easily  be 
accounted  for  when  I  tell  you  tliat  he  is  the  most  consummate 
rake  of  all  my  acqiudntaiiiDet,  indolent,  negligent,  and  vicious, 
with  a  great  share  of  good  natorei  and  quidi  aenae  enoiigh,  but 
withal  ao  idle  and  a  victim  to  debaueiierf »  that  I  believe  you 
had  almoat  aa  great  a  shaxe  of  his  company  aa  any  of  Ub 
lelatioDB  in  London*  at  leaat  he  aarans  me  ao, 

CoL  ComwaUis  does  certainly  go  to  Nova  Scotia  fbr  New 
SeoAland:  he  ia  to  be  absent  two  yean:  allhisshareof  duty  will 
Uien  fall  upon  me :  six  or  seven  campaigns,  and  an  age  in  Scot- 
land. I  shall  be  sick  of  my  office :  the  veiy  bloom  of  life  nipped 
in  this  northern  climate.  I  am  determined  to  make  the  same 
use  of  my  stay  hfrf\  at  least ;  two  hours  every  day  are  given  up 
to  application  i  in  the  morninrr  1  havp  a  timr  to  instruct  me  in 
mathematics :  and  in  the  afternoon  another  comes  to  a«?sist  me  to 
regain  my  almost  lost  Latin,  The  College  furnishes  abundantly 
all  the  arts  of  learning  to  the  incjuisitive.  My  hor>  s  will  be 
here  in  a  day  or  two :  they  have  cost  me  forty-five  guineas.  I 
am  halt  undone  with  these  expenses. 

Be  .^u  good  to  pay  Mr.  Fourmantel  for  the  wig : '  it  will  be 
about  thirty  shillings.  A  Sergeant  of  tlus  regiment  is  gone  to 
Landon :  I  bid  him  call  upon  yon :  be  may  bring  it,  Tlie 
man  b  very  honest  and  an  excdOent  sergeant:  Edwards  is  Us 
name. 

I  must  make  use  of  your  interest  with  the  General,  my 
fiither,  to  bnng  about  my  porpose.   Will  you  denre  him  to  let 

Mr*  Fisher  give  me  credit  tar  any  snm  not  exceeding  foiu^ 
aegre  pounds,  the  money  due  to  me,  for  my  old  post  f  Not  that 
I  want  it  all  at  present,  or  would  draw  for  the  whole  treasure  at 

a  time  ;  but  a  part  is  absolutely  neccssiiry.  It  would  be  very 
easy  to  make  tJtat  appear,  if  I  were  to  enumerate  the  different 
articles  of  expense  that  iHi'essarilv  attend  a  supreme  conim.in(]  in 
such  a  place  as  Glasgow  ;  and  1  dun't  apprehend  you  wuuid  wi.sh 
Major  Wolfe  shoiilii  distinguish  hini'^plf  the  worst  way.  T  give 
you  my  ^vord  that  the  commuu  demand  iui  my  horse,  sei'vauts, 

1  Willinni  Sotlieroii,  his  con«?Ti 

*  'I  ha  absurd  i^ud  that  W  olle  never  wore  wigs  is  rafficientiy  reiutcd 
silsiihtteii 
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washing,  lodging,  and  diet,  is  no  less  than  three  pounds  ten 
shilling  a  week.  Judge  then  what  there  is  over,  for  ninny  other 
things  not  less  requisite,  at  fifteen  pounds  a  month !  I  reckon 
myself  to  have  a  shilling  a  day  for  what  thoy  call  pwkct  money. 
God  fori) id  ovcry  part  of  Scotland  sihould  be  oi  tlie  same  ex- 
hausting iiiiture  witli  this.  If  my  father  consents,  as  I  have  no 
reason  in  tlie  world  to  doubt  it  from  his  constant  fricndshij)  and 
goodness,  will  you  be  so  kind  to  inlt>nn  me,  and  let  me  know 
FiflberiB  cbristiaQ  name  and  place  of  abode.^  My  duty  to  my 
fttber. 

I  Miy  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affectioiMte  aoii» 

J.  WOLTB. 

FSL — Mjhanm  are  this  moment  airiyed  and  both  lame^  etCif 
with  tmvelling  only. 

lliere  iim  then  no  barradnin  Glaigow,  and  the  iKioie  ooe^^ 
by  WoUb  in  Gamkchie,  a  anborb  of  t&  dly,  wm  atUl  standing  a 

few  y.  ars  ago.  It  had  been  baUt  in  1190  by  Walkinshaw,  the 
father  of  Prince  Charlie's  miahcii^  and  was  owned  in  WoUe*s  day 
by  a  Mr.  Oir  of  Bunowfield. 

*  Tbomas  Fisher^  au  Army  ageut^  lived  in  Axe  Yard^  Weiitmiiister. 
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Amongst  Wolfe*s  most  intimate  fVii  tids  wluisc  naiiir  has  nlrcarly 
occurred  in  thc&c  letters  was  William  Kickson,  who  hud  Ix en  a 
lieutenant  in  Grenernl  ^Volfe's  regiment,  and  was  now  a  captain  m 
the  47th  Foot  (Lancelle'ii  regiment,  stationed  in  Dublin).  Rickson 
was  an  eame^st,  ardent  young  man,  considerably  Wolfe's  cldcr,^  and 
an  unbounded  admirer  of  his  friend^s  talents.  Many  of  Wolfe^s 
baft  letten  are  addressed  to  Rickson.  Tims  he  wiitn  from  his 
Gudadhie  lodgings — 

7b  Caftadt  BKaDm 

eUatgaw,  JprU  2, 174a 
Bear  Rickson, — When  I  saw  your  writiiig  upon  tiie  Back 
of  a  letter*  I  conelude<l  it  was  in  o^nsequence  of  the  mandate 
I  sent  you  by  Lt  Herries,  of  this  Regiment  (that  letter  he 
carried  upon  your  ^oxrr^ani  mine,  not  his  o«-n,  «,  you  wiU 
easily  discover) ;  but  I  find  myself  more  in  your  debt  than  I 
expected.  *l'was  ynnr  rlrsin  to  plea'^e,  and  to  express  the  part 
you  take  in  vour  fnend.N'  ^ood  fortune.  These  were  the  motiv&s 
that  persuaded  you  to  do  what  you  knew  would  bo  agreeable. 
Vou  ll  believe  me,  when  I  tell  you  that,  in  my  esteem,  few  of 
what  we  call  advaiitagcii  in  life  would  be  worth  acceptance  if 
none  were  to  partake  them  with  ua.  What  a  wretch  is  he  who 
lives  Ibr  binudf  alone !  bis  onlj  aim.  It  is  the  iint  dcgna  of 
happinem  here  below,  that  the  honest,  the  brave,  and  estimable 
part  of  mankind,  or»  at  leasts  some  amongst  them,  share  our 
euoccss.  There  were  sevend  reasons  ooncuntng  to  have  sent  me 
into  Italj,  if  this  bad  not  happened  [bis  promotion]  to  prevent 
my  intention.  One  was  to  avoid  the  mortifying  circomstanoe  of 
going,  a  Captain,  to  Invoness.'  Disappointed  of  my  sangcdne 
hopes,  humbled  to  an  excess,  I  could  not  remain  in  the  Armj 
and  refuse  to  (\o  \hp  duty  of  my  office  while  I  staid  in  Britain. 
Many  things,  I  thought,  were  and  still  are  wanting  to  my 

*  He  was  born  in  1710. 

'His  commiasion  u  Brigade-maior  ended  with  the  war:  and  tie  bad 
previooaly  only  held  brevet-nnk  of  i^or. 
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education.    Certiun  never  to  reap  any  advantages  that  way  with 

the  refrinient :  on  the  contrary,  your  barren  battalion  con- 
versation lutlu  r  blunts  the  faculties  than  improves  my  youth 
and  vigour  bestowetl  idly  in  Scotland ;  my  temper  daily 
changed  with  discontent ;  and  irom  a  man  become  martinet  or 
a  monster. 

•  ••••••• 

Yoa  shall  hear  in  justioe  (and  in  letuxn  fbr  your  confidence) 
that  I  am  not  le»  smitten  than  yoorself.  The  winter  we  were 
in  London  together  I  sometimes  saw  Miss  Lawwm,  the  maid  of 
honour,  G.  MordaunVs  niece.  She  pleased  me  then ;  but  the 
campaign  in  view,  battledore  and  dangerous,  left  little  thought 
for  love.  The  last  time  I  was  in  town,  only  three  weeks,  I  was 
several  times  with  her, — sometimes  in  public,  sometimes  at  her 
uncleX  and  two  or  three  times  at  her  own  hoose.  She  made  a 
surprising  progress  in  that  short  time,  and  won  all  my  affections. 
Some  people  reckon  her  handsome ;  hnt  T,  that  am  her  lover, 
don't  think  her  a  beauty.^  She  has  much  sweetness  of  temper, 
sense  enough,  and  is  very  civil  and  engaging  in  her  behaviour. 
She  refused  a  clergy inaii  with  £\S00  a  year,  and  is  at  present 
addressed  by  a  very  rich  knight ;  but  to  your  antagonist's 
advantage,  he  has  that  of  being  mad  added,  so  that  I  hold  him 
cheap.  In  point  of  fortune,  she  has  no  more  than  I  have  a  riglit 
to  expect,  vis.  JE1%Q00,  The  nudd  Is  taU  and  thin,  about  my 
own  age^  and  {hat*B  the  only  objection !  I  endeavoured,  with 
the  assistance  all  the  art  I  vras  master  itf,  to  find  ont  how 
any  serious  proposal  would  be  received  by  Mordaont  and  her 
mother.  It  did  not  appear  that  they  would  be  very  averse  to 
such  a  scheme ;  but  as  I  am  but  twenty-two  and  three  months 
it  is  rather  early  for  that  sort  of  project ;  and  if  I  don't  attempt 
her,  somebody  else  will.  The  General  and  Mrs.  Wolfe  are 
rather  against  it,  from  otlu  r  more  interested  views,  as  they 
imagine.  They  hn\c  tht  ir  eve  upon  one  of  i'^SO,000,2  If  a 
company  in  the  Guards  i?,  bought  for  me,  or  I  siiuuld  be  happy 
enough  to  purchase  any  lieutxjnant-coloners  comiiussion  within 
this  twelvemonth,  I  shall  certainly  ask  the  question  ;  but  if  Tm 
kept  long  here^  the  fire  will  he  extinguished.  Young  ilames 
must  he  constantly  fed,  or  thcyll  evaporate  I  have  done  with 
fhb  snligect,  and  do  you  be  silent  upon  it 

*  TliiB  IB  a  lover's  whim.  Mins  Lawsou^  as  her  portrait  reveals^  was  a 
beantv. 

*  Miss  Hosldas,  of  CrqTdon. 
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Comwallis  is  preparing  all  things  for  Nova  Scotia;  his 
absence  will  over-bother  me ;  my  stay  must  be  ev  erlasting  ;  and 
thou  know'st,  Hal,  how  I  hate  compulsion.  I'd  rat  Ik r  be  Mafor 
upon  half  pay,  by  my  soul  !  These  are  all  new  meu  to  me,  and 
many  of  them  but  of  low  mettle.  Besides,  1  am  by  no  means 
ambitious  of  coimuand  when  t  liut  command  obliges  me  to  reside 
far  from  my  own,  surroundeil  cither  with  flatterers  or  spies  and 
in  a  country  not  at  all  to  my  taste.  Would  to  God  you  had  a 
oompanj  in  this  Begiment,  that  I  might  at  last  find  iome  com- 
fort in  your  oonTeFiation.  ConiwaJtis  asks  to  have  Loftus  with 
him.   The  Duke  laughed  at  the  request  and  refused  him. 

You  know  I  am  but  a  veiy  ii^iferent  scholar.  When  a 
man  leaves  his  studies  at  fifteen,  he  will  never  be  justly  called  a 
man  of  lettefs,  I  am  endeavouring  to  repair  the  damages  of  my 
education,  and  have  a  person  to  teach  me  X^tin  and  the  mathe- 
matics ;  two  hours  in  a  day,  for  four  or  five  months,  this  may 

help  me  a  little. 

If  I  were  to  judge  of  a  countiy  by  thwc  just  come  out  of 
it,  Ireland  will  never  be  tigix  t  able  to  me.  You  are  in  the  midst 
and  see  the  brightest  anrl  most  shining  in  otlicr  than  in  a 
soldiers  character.  I  wish  it  were  more  pleading  to  you  than 
you  mention,  because  probably  you  will  stay  there  some  time. 

Tke  men  here  are  civil,  designing  and  treacherous  with 
their  immediate  interests  always  in  view;  they  pursue  trade 
with  warmth  and  neoessaiy  mcrohantile  spirit,  arising  icom  the 
haaenesB  of  their  other  qualifications.  Ibe  women,  ooaise^  cold 
and  cunning,  for  ever  enquiring  after  men^s  circumstances. 
They  make  that  the  standard  of  then*  good  breeding.  You  may 
imagine  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  me  to  be  pretty  well 
received  here,  if  T  took  the  jmins,  ha\nng  some  of  the  advantages 
necessary  to  recommend  me  to  tlieir  favour  :  but  •  .  .  • 

Mj  dear  Rickson, 

Your  afl'ectionate  friend, 

J.  VVoLFJi:. 

fb  CAiTAnr  RioisoM,  of  Col.  Useelle's  RcginMot 

nbtl^a  JmcQ^9         Bmm,  DM*,  Inkmd, 

We  need  have  less  surprise  at  Wolfe's  impressions  of  Glaiqgow  if 
we  compare  them  with  thiose  of  other  visitors,  his  contemporaries, 
or  even  with  the  animated  picture  whidi  Sir  Walter  Scott  has 
painted  for  us  in  Bob  Roy.  But  Glasgow  then  and  probably 
now  improves  upon  acquaintance.   In  1749,  the  inhabitants 
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numbered  scarce  above  20,000.  Here  we  see,  in  spite  of  whatever 
uncongenial  surroundings,  the  Major  attackinjEjhis  mathematics  and 
Latin  with  a  will.  When  his  father  wrote  him  a  letter  of  fatherly 
counsel  apiojjos  of  a  niilittiiy  c^ireer  a-s  the  veteran  had  found  it, 
we  find  Wolte  responding  in  a  tiomevviiat  formal  and  "literary"" 
fCUL  He  moralizes  on  warfare,  and  the  "  highest  joy  ^  he  d^cribes 
lie  blmself  was  to  tiste  ibr  one  fleeting  mcmient. 

7b  ma  Fathdu 

Dram  Sm^Tliat  variety  Inddent  to  a  militaiy  life  gives  our 
profearion  Bome  advaotagea  over  those  of  a  more  even  and 
eoQsistent  nature.  We  have  all  our  passions  and  affections 
souaed  and  exercised,  many  of  which  must  have  wanted  their 
proper  employment,  had  not  suitable  occasions  obliged  us  to 
exert  them.  Few  men  are  acquainted  with  the  degrees  of 
their  own  courage  till  danger  prove  tl^oin  mid  are  seldom  j^'^tly 
informed  how  far  the  love  of  honour  or  dread  of  shanu  nre 
superior  to  the  love  of  life.  This  is  a  knowknlge  to  be  best 
acquired  in  an  army  ;  our  actions  are  there  in  presence  of  the 
world,  to  Ix'  Ireely  censured  or  approved.  Constancy  of  temper, 
patience  and  all  the  virtues  necessary  to  make  us  suffer  with  a 
good  graoe  are  likewise  parts  of  our  character,  and,  as  you  know, 
frequently  called  in  to  cany  us  through  unusual  difficulties. 
What  moderation  and  humOiiy  must  he  be  possessed  of  that 
beaia  the  good  fortnneof  a  sucrossfidwar  with  tolerable  modes^ 
and  humility,  and  he  is  very  excellent  in  his  nature  who  triumphs 
without  insolence.  A  battle  gained  is,  I  believe,  the  highest  joy 
mankind  is  capable  of  receiving,  to  him  \vho  commands  ;  and  his 
merit  must  be  equal  to  his  success  if  it  works  no  change  to  his 
disadvantage.  I^astly,  a  defeat  is  a  trial  of  human  resolution, 
and  to  labour  under  the  nun  t  ifi cation  of  being  surpassed,  and 
live  to  see  the  fatal  consc  (|U(  lu  rs  that  may  follow  to  one'^s 
ooontry,  is  a  situation  next  too  damnable.  But  I  make  my 
iutioductioii  a  little  too  long  ;  however,  as  you  started  the 
subject,  and  gave  me  the  first  hints,  you  won't  be  displeased. 

Your  letter  and  several  others  mention  Comwallis^s  new 
offioexii  He  will  certainly  get  the  regiment  in  America,  and  I 
shaU  as  certainly  have  a  lieatenant-Colonel  put  in.  In  this 
great  dmand  far  employment.  Lord  Geoige^s  interest,  or  even 
the  Duke's  own,  will  hardly  be  sufficient  to  keep  out  a  new  man. 
The  Ministry  must  manage  their  people^  and  secnze  them  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


96  L.IF£  AND  L£TT£RS  OF  WOLFE 

obligations.  Let  it  be  as  it  will,  the  sooner  ^tis  determined  the 
gveatar  ihiEe  I  diBll  have  of  fieedmn,  and  be  moie  at  liberty  to 
Tttit  JW3L  in  the  toitlli. 

I  bftve  ibis  moniti^  received  a  letter  htm  my  mother,  bj 
whidi  it  appean  how  great  your  comidenitioD  ia  for  your  poor 
M^or,  and  how  math  Vm  oUiged  to  yon  for  your  leady  aaiiit- 
ancfc  I  promiee  y«Ni  these  sums  are  not  employed  but  in  a 
manner  that  you  yourself  might  approve;  and  I  should  be 
aBhamefl  pver  to  ask,  but  to  such  ptnpoeeB  aa  becomes  your  aon  s 
and  that  I  should  be  somewhat  cramped  in  a  sort  of  generous 
notions  that  arc  part  of  my  inheritance,  you  should  not  hear 
from  mv  on  this  subjfH't  :  for,  though  I  hid  rather  be  indebted 
to  you  ior  any  kind  of  aid  lliun  to  anv  uian  alivr,  yet  the  name 
of  ft  fh'ht  is  mon*  than  enough  to  make  it  (iis^igreeable  in  the 
afiair  ot  money  only.    My  duty  to  my  mother,  etc. 

J.  Wolfe. 

Hk  old  General  had  endoted  a  draft  for  a  eafastanttal  earn, 
which  came  in  very  handy  to  pay  for  the  Bligor^B  tnitioo  and 
other  fees.  He  was  living  in  the  quietett  manner  possible  in  hia 
lodginy  in  Camlachie:  lUcm  thence  he  writee  to  hia  mother, 

7b  RU  MotHKB, 

Ol^ow,  I4ik  Afril,  1740. 
0Eam  Madaic^— It  wai  very  kind  in  yoQ,  ae  soon  as  you 
knew  my  dictress;  your  second  letter  doec  not  in  the  least 

diminish  the  merit  of  your  first  and  Fm  as  much  obliged  to  my 
father  and  yon  as  if  I  had  mofo  immediately  received  your 
assistance. 

At  tlic  s;u)U'  time  I  cnn't  ]\v]\)  savins;  that  the  fnilts  of  my 
own  lalK)ur  are  periiups  the  most  piopri  sti]))ili(  ^,  and  it  I  nIiouUI 
go  any  length  beyond  the  usual  l>i)iKi.s,  "ti.s  just  i  sboul  l  [>i\\  for 
it.  If  ever  my  opinion  differs  from  my  father's,  tis  ceiUiu  to 
be  in  my  own  favour.  I  don't  believe  he  ever  thought  better  of 
me  that  I  do  of  myself  The  same  reasoning  may  serve  fcr  the 
greater  part  of  ™"if«"<^,  so  that  it  does  not  say  that  I  am  ri|^t 
wfam  opposed  to  hia  sentimenta. 

Iha  General  says  that  a  Inmp  of  wealth  win  be  of  more  MTviee 
to  me  aHogether  when  he  is  gone  (sure  ho  does  not  mean  aoonl) 
than  part  would  be  now.  For  ondoabtedly  he  mwt  obesrve  that, 
I  am  as  likely  to  make  a  good  nse  of  it  now  as  T  c  an  possibly  be 
at  any  other  time,  and  modi  more  oertainy  for  who  can  tdl 
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whi<  h  of  the  two  shall  survive  ?  But  suppose  I  shoulrl  stay  a 
few  \viiY>  Ix'lniul  would  it  not  Ix'  ln<i;hly  pleasing  to  iiiin  tliat 
the  person  he  intends  for  his  successor  should  in  his  prt  stuce 
and  under  his  eye,  flourish  while  he  lives  and  give  him  some 
convincing  reason  to  hope  that  what  lie  lias  been  at  paius  to 
oolkct  iroald  not  be  idlj  or  baselj  employed  ?  Would  he  not 
veodve  aome  ■ddhioiMd  aatisfiuticii  whim  the  verj  principleB  be 
hn  tttken  ewe  to  iutil  are  genemuly  emdsed  fyi  his  capedit 
move  thsn  nincP 

I  can  pcodnoe  a  xeadyeicutefior  not  attending  to  tiie 
of  those  Uiat  mi^t  look  op  to  me  for  relief  whea  I  declare  an 
mabflHy  to  help  them,  and  that  the  oommon  expenses  of  my 
ofioe  at  least  require  the  revenue.  But  this  is  enough,  and 
mofe  lhan  I  intended^  since  for  twenty-two^  a  Major's  pay  is 
pretty  well ;  however,  without  any  extravagsnoe^  I  oould  easily 
find  use  for  more. 

My  father  excoptod  no  one  ali^'e  wishes  yon  so  truly  well  as  I 
do,  however  vainly  they  may  endeavour  to  profe55S  it,  Mra, 
Inwood's  c»re  of  you  during  vour  illness  was  veiy  obliginpf ;  she 
desfcrvc:i  everything  of  me  foi  her  love  to  the  house,  1  wish  the 
boxes  ten  times  more  beautiful  on  her  account.  She  shnll  Ik  at 
me  at  cha>s,  scream  in  a  coach  unreproved,  or  do  anything  bhe 
pleases  when  I  am  with  her.  Don^  send  any  money  by  the 
sergeant ;  yoall  find  employment  fbr  it. 

'Buey  prosecute  the  wearers  of  cambric  with  great  severity  in 
this  plao^  so  that  I  stand  in  need  of  some  dumge  of  stocks  (nof 
Bank  Stocks  nor  South  Sea).  If  you  can  get  ma  a  doaen  made 
of  whatefver  sort  you  please,  I  shall  thank  yon*  This  place  is 
very  &r  firom  beii^  so  disagreeable  as  it  appeared  at  first.  ttM 
ladies  arc  veiy  civil  and  in  great  numbers,  and  they  are  not  so 
desperately  afraid  of  a  sokUer  as  formerly.  The  inhabitants  still 
retain  all  the  religion  they  ever  had,  I  dare  say,  with  rather  less 
outward  ostentation  and  mockeiy  of  devotion,  for  which  they  are 
jurtly  remarkablo. 

My  uncle  \\'at  has  sint  a  drummer  to  the  ref^iment ;  he  is  not 
a  beauty.  I  wi^li  Lord  George  don't  dismiss  him.  The  Major 
writ  to  me  about  him ;  I  con;sented,  provided  his  %ure  was 
tolerable. 

I  do  several  things  in  my  character  of  commanding  officer 
iriucfa  I  should  never  tiunk  of  in  any  other ;  fbr  instance,  Tm 
every  Sunday  at  the  Kbk,  an  eiample  justly  to  be  admirad.  I 
woddnotloae  twohooisof  aday  if  it  did  not  answer  some  end. 
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Whi  n  I  say  "lose  two  hours,*^  I  must  explain  to  you  that  the 
generality  of  Scotch  preachers  are  excessive  hcai  l:^  so  truly 
aud  obi>tiiiatciy  dull,  that  they  seem  to  sliuL  out  knowledge  at 
eveiy  entrance.  They  are  not  like  our  good  folks.  Ours  are 
priflrtti  and  though  friendi  lo  vemUson,  they  m  frkods  to 

I  am,  dear  Suv  atct 

J.  Worn 

With  legaifd  to  attendance  at  divine  service^  tiicre  is  «  ngi- 
mental  mimite^  Juljr  I9  1749:  ^Lofd  George  SadmUe  hopes 
that  deoen^  and  a  proper  sense  of  duty  will  for  the  future  pre- 
vail upon  the  officen  to  attend  upon  Divine  Service,  and  that  the 
oommauding  officer  of  the  rqpment  may  not  be  obliged  to  order 
them  to  church  with  their  r^pective  companies,*"  By  that  time 
Lord  George  Sackville  was  in  G!a'<f^ow  on  a  visit  to  his  rcfrifnent, 
although  the  spirit  of  the  order  doubtless  cmanatid  from  his 
friend  the  actinej  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Of  this  remarkable  man, 
Lord  George  backville,  whose  character  appears  such  an  eiu'c^ma  to 
the  eighteenth-century  historians,  something  will  be  siiid  later. 
Meanwhile,  on  April  Wolfe  writes  to  his  father.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  ^  joumej  he  speaks  of  was  made  in  €b6  new 
stage  ooacb  between  Glaagow  and  Edinburgh,  the  starting  of 
which  enterprise  was  Rgaided  as  an  important  event. 

To  BIS  Fatheb. 

Gb^ow,  28IA  ApHi,  OM,,  1740. 

Dbab  Sib, — am  within  this  hour  returned  fiom  Edinbiu^g^ 
where  I  was  a  necessary  person  in  a  most  disagreable  ofHce.  I 
went  there  to  bury  a  captain  of  the  Regiment.  He  died  of  a 
spotted  fever  at  his  return  from  Shetland,  that  same  Milboume, 
whose  fortitude  and  good  understandini^,  preserved  our  four 
Con)j)ainVs,  lived  to  see  fh(Mn  safe  and  then  left  them  for  over. 
The  Regiment  has  lost  an  excellent  officer  and  cim  as  little  >|);ne 
a  Captain  of  his  abilities  at  a  time  like  this,  jis  may  be  iniagmcd. 
He  was  our  pavniaster.  His  long  absence  from  the  corps  has 
thrown  the  accounts  into  confusion  and  there  are  few  men  like 
him  capable  of  setting  ^em  to  rights. 

I  saw  several  lett^  from  London  which  spoke  of  our  affiurs. 
My  old  master^  has  had  ill>natured  things  said  of  him.   He  is 

^  Geaeral  Uuiike. 
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sfcroog  to  bear  np  agaiort  thow  sort  of  ottacksy  and  If  fSbtif 
pnl  bim  npon  the  ttaff,  iriU        «fc  thar  ttge  comiBeL 

The  embarkations  are  m  great  fimnidnen,  I  bear,  it  is  to 
bo  leared  that  the  Mediterranean  oorps  will  suffer  by  desertion. 
Tlie  sc^dieEB  have  a  strange  abhorrence  of  such  strict  coniinement, 
and  the  unusual  heats  they  expect  to  Hnd  in  that  climate.  I 
hope  vonr  men  will  behave  steadily  upoTi  this  as  upon  many  other 
occa';ioTi«;,  nnd  confirm  evcr}i^hing  by  their  mlxuission  that  can 
be  fX})('(  N'(l  from  >\ivh  rosnltitions. 

About  1500  niLii  will  be  onlcrwl  Hiis  summer  to  the  roads  ; 
our  battalion  furnishes  their  proportion.  Would  you  think  tlmt 
they  intend  to  strike  off  a  little  extraordniary  pay,  hitherto 
allowed  to  the  subaltern  otlicers  upon  that  duty.  Such 
scandalous  ill-judged  pandmony  was  never  ptactised in  any  army 
Mbte  and  nefer  can  be  without  cnatlng  oneasineBi  and  dislike, 
l%ese  poor  gentlemen  axe  slaves  to  the  service,  and  banHy  get 
brad  from  it  and  should  they  be  cot  off  from  this  little  xeason- 
afak  advantage  ?  My  duty  to  my  mother. 
I  aukf  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  dntifbl  and  aSvsctionate  Son, 

J.  WOLVX. 

It  was  rtl>ont  this  time  that  300  men  of  the  regiment  officered 
by  two  captains  and  '^ix  ':ti!).iUerns  were  told  off  for  road-building 
from  the  Pass  of  T.<  nv  to  the  hejid  of  Loch  Ern.  From  Wolfe's 
regiiiit iital  orders  we  ie^ni  that  "the  Privates  were  to  be  provided 
with  coarse  shirts  for  working  in,  but  check  ones  were  on  no  account 
to  be  bought.'"  Checks  were  too  suggestive  of  plaid.  He  had 
not  been  lung  in  Glasgow  before  a  terrible  confla^iation  occurred 
on  the  sooth  side  of  the  Clyde,  and  of  regular  town  poHoe  and  fire- 
men there  being  none,  the  duties  of  such  iSell  npon  the  King's 
troops.  Major  Wolfe  and  the  other  officers  of  Lord  George 
SadtnDe^  regiment,^  we  read  in  The  CourarUt  **  were  present  all  the 
time,  and  were  of  singidar  service  by  plsdng  gnfods  npon  the 
bridge  and  at  all  the  avenues  to  keep  off  the  crowd  and  prevent 
tbdr  stealing  the  effects  belonging  to  the  poor  sufl^ercrs.  Many  of 
the  soldien  exerted  themselves  in  preventing  the  flames  and  in 
saving  people^s  lives."  One  hundred  and  fifty  families  were  rendered 
homeless  by  this  fire  at  the  Gorbals.  A  little  later,  on  the  21st  of 
May,  Glasgow  was  flung  into  great  excitement  by  a  riot  resulting 
from  the  exploit  of  a  party  of  body-snnfrhers.     It  seems  that 

about  the  time  that  VVoIie  amved  in  Glasgow  a  party  of  body- 
u  2 
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snatdhers  carried  a  corpse  to  the  college.  Whereupon  a  mob  was 
incited  to  attack  the  building,  smash  the  windows  and  commit  other 
outrages.  The  nnj^leaders  of  the  riot  were  apprehended,  tried,  and 
two  only  found  guilty.  These  were  sentenced  to  be  vliippcd 
through  the  town  and  banished  for  life.  The  populace  wer(>  out- 
raged at  the  severity  of  this  sentence,  and  another  riot  was 
threatened.    When  Wolfe  wrote  he  was  far  £rom  welL 

To  BIS  MotHn. 

Glasgow,  21  JToyj  1740. 
Dbai  MAJ>A]C»-»^Tbi8  is  the  most  lazy  and  indolent  disorder 
I  have  ever  been  oppressed  with ;  ^  tis  pain  to  undertake  the 

slightest  business ;  and  what  used  to  give  me  pleasure  in  the 
work,  is  now  tedious  and  disagreeable.  I  should  hardly  imagine 
it,  if  I  did  iu)t  really  feel  it  myself,  yet  the  very  writing  a  few 
words,  though  to  the  person  I  always  loved  to  write  to,  is  now  a 
trouble  to  me.  I  must  drive  off  this  heaviness  by  some  means  or 
other,  and  not  be  thus  uneasy  to  myself,  when  everything  about 
me  looks  gay  and  pleasant. 

The  sergeant  brought  me  the  little  baiidles,  just  as  joa  had 
given  them  into  his  hands ;  they  came  very  seasonably  and  I 
thank  joa  much  for  the  rdieC 

Mr.  Gedde  too^  has  furnished  meivith  what  his  shop  aflhvds; 
I  can't  say  they  come  at  so  easy  a  rate,  as  some  other  things,  hut 
whoever  deals  with  him,  I  find  must  pay  well  to  be  well  served. 
We  ei^ieeted  a  great  tumult,  and  some  mischiel  in  a  day  or  two, 
at  the  punishment  of  two  men  concerned  in  the  mob  ;  but  they 
have  prevented  all  that  by  escaping  out  of  prison.  It  has  savol 
me  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  though  it  would  have  been  for  the 
future  peace  of  the  place,  if  these  offenders  had  received  what  the 
law  intended  them.  Vin  afraid  the  magistrates  will  suffer  in  the 
opinion  ol  tiieir  superiors;  tliough  I  can  t  say  it  apj>eai's  that 
they  connived  at  the  priaoners'  flight :  yet  their  fears  of  their 
being  rescued  and  their  timorous  behaviour  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  afiair,  will  not  fail  to  create  susptcioos  to  thdrpfe- 
judioe,  Resent  my  duty  to  my  &iher. 
lam,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  afl^ctionate  Son, 

J.  Wo« 

To  Mrs.  Wolfe, 
(ircenwich,  Kiigland. 

In  his  next  letter  he  adverts  to  the  impendhig  regimental  changes* 
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To  HIS  Fathkb. 

Glasgow,  July  10,  1740. 
Dear  Sib, — I  liave  but  one  way  of  inakiDg  you  any  acknow- 
ledgements, and  that  if  by  endeavouring  to  deserve  your  esteem. 
A  number  (rf  woidf  and  ■entcncM  ever  m  well  put  togeUwr 
cannot  equal  a  good  action,  those  are  only  to  be  paid  in  tfaeir 
kind ;  and  though  I  should  take  the  greatest  pains  to  teU  you 
how  much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  you,  you  would  be  better 
pkaaed  to  bear  that  I  did  my  share  of  duty  as  it  should  be  done ; 
and  that  eveiy  kindness  I  received  from  you  wa^  felt  by  the 
honest  and  the  good ;  that  every  addition  of  circumstance  was 
employed  as  you  yourself  would  wish,  and  that  the  same  principles 
and  integrity  that  have  hitherto  giiidor]  your  actions  arc  through 
you,  the  rule  of  mine.  All  this  would  be  pIcHsiiiix  to  hoar,  and 
you  have  taken  one  more  step  to  bring  it  about ;  '  lis  now  in  my 
power  to  be  both  generous  and  just,  and  I  liave  an  opportunity 
of  owning  with  great  pleasure  that  both  the  inclination  and 
ability  are  from  you.  Lord  George  Sackville  and  Comwallis  are 
two  people  whom  no  sordid  or  vidous  man  can  succeed  without 
i^pearing  in  dismal  coIourB,and  a  regiment  accustomed  to 
genteel  commanders,  are  so  many  censors  to  disapprove  and 
condemn  a  diffident  behaviour;  not  but  certain  allowances  are 
to  be  made  between  men  of  high  rank  and  fortune,  and  those  of 
inferior  degree. 

I  laugh  to  think  of  Mrs.  Fanny^s^  globes  and  spheres  rolling 
upon  the  ground,  her  drawing  pens  and  brushes  dispersed,  her 
shells  in  disorder,  and  a  goblet  broken  in  the  fray-  I  hoyie  it  was 
her  effects  and  not  her  person  that  thesf  rash  roblxMs  aiiiud  at; 
sure  they  have  not  run  away  with  her  r  sweet  soul  i  What  a 
panic  she  is  always  in  at  the  sight  of  a  rude  man  ! 

General  Churchill  is  i>o  much  out  of  order  that  the  Dragoon 
reviews  are  put  off  for  a  week  in  hopes  of  his  recovery.  My 
duty  to  my  mother. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aActionate  Son, 

J.  HVOUTB. 

To  LiBUT.  Ofni..  Wot  pf, 

at  Greenwich  in  Kent,  Houth  BrUain, 

His  arduous  regimental  duties,  added  to  his  closet  studies,  were 
probably  a  little  wearing  to  his  health.    Yet  he  was  not  wholly 

1  Bfiss  Ammcs  TlioBi^son. 
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unsrv-iable,  as  local  tradition  shows  him  to  have  been  a  frecjucnt 
visitor  at  " Shawfield,"  the  residence  of  Colonel  Macdowall,  Mr. 
Barclay's  of  Capeliig,  and  others  of  the  neighbourhood. 

7*0  BI8  MOTHKB. 

19,  1748. 

DxAB  Masam, — I  have  your  two  lettevs  liefi)re  me  ttoA  by 
them  I  perceive  myself  modi  in  your  debt  TTis  only  an  addition 
to  the  large  account  that  stands  against  me»  and  Ttn  afraid  will 
for  ever  stand}  for  there  always  has  been  and  is  likely  to  be,  a 
vast  advantage  on  your  aide.  There's  one  article  favours  me, 
which  is,  that  the  pleasure  you  feel  when  yon  do  good  offices 
almost  pays  the  doing,  and  if  I  am  not  quite  as  grateful  as  I 
should  be,  it  will  never  be  in  iny  power  to  prevent  your  inclina- 
tion. The  worst  on  my  side  w  ill  only  varj'  the  object,  the  act  is 
still  the  same,  n?Kl  the  better  for  being  well  appointed. 

I  liave  already  explained  the  reason  of  my  loiiiiei  wishes  about 
going  to  England,  so,  for  this  summer,  my  hopes  are  vani^ed. 
In  t£e  winter  Lofd  G.  SackviUe  ofien  to  get  me  leave  for  thiee 
months  and  was  so  kind  to  propose  it  himselt  I  have  not  con- 
sented even  to  his  asking ;  it  shall  be  as  my  &iher  pleases  and 
as  he  tiunks  it  moie  or  less  for  my  advantage  Lord  Geoige 
talks  ci  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  my  present  aoqnaintance 
amongst  the  heads  of  our  trade  and  procuring  new  ones  that 
may  be  of  use.  I  have  no  turn  that  way.  If  Tm  really  wanted 
'tis  well  to  be  prepared.  I  have  not  a  mean  opinion  of  my 
friends.  My  expectations  from  them  are  not  great  enough  to 
be  troublesome,  and  1  don't  think  they'll  forget  in  one  year  those 
that  have  been  honoured  with  their  friendship  for  five  or  six. 
My  father  will  see  what  is  to  be  done.  I  have  a  real  dr pendence 
on  him  and  can  coiiiidc  in  hi^  advice ;  when  he  thinks  tit  to  call 
me  to  him,  Fm  ready  to  come. 

It  is  not  easy  to  describe  myself  in  my  present  state.  If  I 
say  Fm  thinner,  youll  imagine  me  a  shadow,  or  a  skeleton  in 
motion.  In  short  Fm  eveiything  but  what  the  surgeons  call  a 
subject  for  anatomy;  as  fiur  as  musdes,  bones^  and  the  laiger 
vessels  can  serve  their  purpose,  they  have  a  dear  view  of  them  in 
me,  distinct  from  fiit  or  fleshy  impediment 

It  is  great  grief  tome  that  your  god-diild^  is  not  in  the  right 
wav.  She  should  see  more  of  the  world,  and  then  common 
objects  would  not  strike  so  forcibly.   I  wish  her  well  for  the 

^  IfflssSlreloii* 


Digilizod  by  C«. 


SACKVILLE  ARRIVES  108 


friendship  tliat  has  for  so  lorig  snbsistod  between  the  two  familie?? 
and  l)ocause  her  well- being  will  be  a  great  satisfistction  to  lier 
gCHxi  parents. 

My  Maid  of  Honour  (for  I  think  she  should  somehow  or 
other  be  distinguished)  you  say  w^ijs  not  of  the  party  you  met, 
nor  do  I  believe,  had  she  been  there,  that  you  wou''d  have  liiought 
m  of  her  ofMDpanioiu,  Such  Miperioritjr  bis  virtae  and  good 
sense  over  their  oppc^tes.  It  U  the  greatest  mistake  to  place  a 
young  woman  of  any  condition  in  that  oiBoe;  His  hot  the 
genteeler  way  to  widcedness,  and  in  truth,  with  submission  to 
General  Mordaunt^s  notions,  his  niece  need  not  be  for  ever  in 
public  to  be  taken  notice  of,  admired  and  married. 

If  Mr.  Swinden  desires  it,  I  will  write  to  him,  but  he  often 
hears  by  you,  and  cannot  doubt  of  my  esteem  for  him.  Writing 
to  men  of  business  about  trifles  is  stealing  so  much  necessaiy 
time  from  them. 

I  reckon  myself  the  General's  pensioner  from  the  1st  July 
1749.  Your  letter  is  of  the  iiOth  June.  Every  throe  months  is 
most  corn  {  ni(  nt  IVn  me.  Do  yon  know  if  he  pays  as  he  receives 
in  advance,  ur  do  we  buy  in  ni  October  ? 

Tm  surprised  to  hear  you  complain  of  heat.  We  suffer  no 
inooDvenienoe  from  it  in  this  country.  On  the  oontnury,  it  has 
been  so  excessive  cold  both  yesterday  and  to-day,  that  I  am  now 
befove  a  laige  fire,  and  cannot  well  stay  in  my  room  without  it. 

I  am  just  now  going  to  write  to  the  &mou8  Barbour  for  a 
gun;  the  gune  here  is  a  temptation  to  shoot  and  tin's  sort  of 
exercise,  moderately  used,  is  wholesome  enough.  Mr.  Fisher^ 
pays  the  armourer  as  he  has  already  done  the  sadler.  My  duty 
to  my  Father. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aifectionate  Son, 

J.  WOLFX. 

Glsagow,  Juiy  im,  1749. 

I  blush  to  think  what  difficulties  you^U  have  to  read  my 
letter. 

Hie  arrival  of  the  GoloQel  of  the  Regiment  relieved  Wolfe  of 
his  duties  as  commander.   Lord  George  Sackville^  take  him  all 

in  all,  is  one  of  the  greatest  enigmas  of  eighteenth-centuiy  history. 
''He  had,"  says  WraxaU,  **a,  frame  of  body  naturally  robust,  and 
a  vigonnu  constitution  secured  him  almost  uninteirupted  health. 

'  The  smysgent 
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In  his  person,  which  rose  to  near  six  feet,  he  was  muscular  and 
capable  of  enduring  much  bodily  as  well  as  mental  fatigue. 
Though  his  features  were  strongly  pronounced  and  saturnine,  yet 
considered  together  as  a  whole  their  effect  by  no  means  displeased. 
An  air  of  high  birth  and  dignity,  illuminated  by  strung  sense, 
pervaded  every  lineament  of  his  fiuse.***  He  was  while  on  first 
flcqtiaintance  proodly  leaerved,  yet  <*no  man  in  private  society 
unbent  bimaelf  more  oi  manii^ted  leas  adf-importance.*  The 
Dodieas  of  Donet,  his  mother^  bad  been  Maid  of  Honour  to 
Queen  Anne,  and  his  father,  the  Duke,  remembered  William  IIL 
On  the  whole,  Lord  George,  as  his  panc^Q^nst  avers,  owed  more  to 
nature  than  cultivation,  althouf^  given  a  good  education  in  the 
college  at  Dublin.  How  he  arose  from  the  terrible  infamy  of 
Minden  to  place  and  power  a  second  timo,  s\irviving  serenely  a 
second  disgrace,  is  an  unparalleled  stoiy  belonging  to  the  next 
reign. 

To  Wolfe  Sackville  was  kindness  itself.  He  !*a\^  that  the 
majors  health  had  suftered  by  the  northern  climate,  a.s  well  as  by 
his  occupations.  Tlie  weather  that  summer  had  been  unusually 
odd  and  wet,  so  that  there  were  few  days,  even  in  July,  when  he 
oould  dispense  with  a  fire  in  his  bedroom.  Lord  George  proposed, 
however,  that  Wolfe  should  remain  in  Glasgow  until  winter,  and 
then  have  three  months'*  leave,  whidi  he  could  not  bett^  employ, 
in  the  Colonel's  opinion,  than  in  keeping  up  acquaintance  with 
the  heads  of  our  trade.""  Wire-pulling  and  personal  importunities 
were  very  important  Actors  in  an  offioer^s  advanoement  in  those 
days. 

To  HIS  Fatheb, 

rr],-i,^.i]:nw,  2iid  Auguxf,  1749. 

Dear  Sie, — You  do  for  me  evoi  y  day  much  more  liiun  I  can 
justly  think  myself  entitled  to,  though  by  your  care  and  anxiety 
I  ought  to  entertain  &vourable  notions  of  myself  and  increase 
in  proportion  to  your  bounty  and  liberality,  the  natursl  opinion 
eadi  man  has  of  some  merit  in  him ;  whenever  I  find  you  engaged 
for  me  either  in  the  business  of  advance  or  otherwise,  I  cannot 
but  applaud  myself  for  being  the  object  of  so  many  good 
intentions  as  I  have  always  observed  you  very  fastidious  in  the 
distribution  of  your  favours.  I  had  writ  to  my  mother  to  tdU 
her  that  she  is  too  kind  to  be  easily  forgot  and  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  (if  I  was  wholly  made  up  of  ingratitude)  to  remove 
from  mj  mind  the  reflection,  at  least  of  the  many  instances  she 
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has  giveri  of  "her  affection.  I  can't  promise  to  repay  her  in  «nv 
shape,  for  i  can't  foresee  the  possibility;  but  the  recollect  ion 
must  remain  with  me  as  long  as  I  have  the  faculty  of  thinking. 
If  TA.  G.  Sackville'^s  father  is  again  T/onl  T.ioiitcnaiit  of  Ireland, 
you'll  see  our  colonel  a  very  considt  rahlc  in.ui  in  tJiat  countiy; 
we  are  to  lose  him  without  the  hopc:>  of  limling  his  etjual. 

It  is  almost  sure  that  we  will  have  liaaiiltou'^  Dragoons, 
find  milefls  CoL  CoQway  ^  falls  to  our  share  among  the  many  that 
solicit,  none  wiH  be  ftyand  tha.t  can  in  any  manner  make  amends 
for  Um  loss  of  him.  I  have  seen  *  letter  this  day  whidi  voy 
nearly  oonfirma  his  success  to  him  and  oar  nnhappiness  in  that 
SQcccaa,  not  but  in  jusfcioe  we  ibocild  njotoe  at  any  good  that 
be&Da  him,  bat  that  exceUenry  is  not  Icrand  in  oar  natnrea,  and 
as  sufferers,  we  complain.  For  my  particolar,  I  may  expect  his 
asnstance  whether  he  is  with  the  Regiment  or  not ;  he  has  given 
me  smdi  strong  marks  of  esteem,  that  there  can  be  little  doobt. 
He  goes  to  Ireland  in  14  days  without  any  thoog^t  of  retuniiiig 
into  this  country,  for  some  years. 

My  shirts  are  come  and  fit  me  every  \say  except  that  the 
niffles  make  me  a  grcjiter  Ix'au  than  I  desire  to  be  in  this  jiart 
of  the  world.  Fm  almost  out  of  conceit  with  Scotland ;  tlie 
smsou  has  been  so  unusually  bad  that  it  ha.s  been  a  summer  lost 
to  us.  Such  rains  and  winds  as  you  might  expect  where  you 
are  in  the  month  of  November.  I  had  very  near  relapsed  for 
want  of  son,  and  it  is  more  or  less  doudy  every  day.  I  am 
neither  better  nor  wane  in  health. 

I  heartily  wish  yon  both  well  and  am,  dear  Sir,  Your  Most 
obedient  and  aAetioiMtte  Sony 

J.  WounE. 

My  duty  to  my  Mother. 

Eleven  days  later  he  wrote  to  his  rnoUier.  Hie  summer  ot 
1749  would  ^  disBstroua  one  In  the  north. 

7b  BIS  MOTHEB, 

Glasgow,  13  Augtut,  1740. 

DtAB  Mabam,— Any  disofder  that  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  ibr  any  length  of  time,  tbb*  not  to  be  perfectly  caved,  often 
admHs  of  some  alleviation  ftom  our  aoquaintanoe  with  It  and 

>  Coiiway,  the  friend  of  Walpole  sod  afterwardi  Field  Marshal^  had  jmt 
made  Colonel  of  the  S9th  Foot. 
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the  remedies  presented ;  but  the  uncommon  manner  in  which 
yours  has  seized  you  makes  mo  very  fi|)])r(  hciisive  that  the 
complaint  is  quite  new  and  <1(  si  i  \  cs  your  utmost  attention.* 

The  elements  seemed  to  have  coiibpiretl  asrainst  the  face  of 
the  earth,  first  by  the  destruction  of  every  kind  of  fruit,  and 
now  by  endangering  the  harvest.  There  is  not  in  the  country 
a  field  of  any  sort  of  com  cut  down.  If  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
be  oot  upon  them,  they  ue  m  a  terrible  latitiideu 

Hub  tB  Sunday,  and  we  aie  jort  omne  fiom  Gburdi.  I  bave 
obterved  yoor  inrtrnctloiM  «d  leUgioaaly,  ibat  ntber  tbeii  avoid 
the  woid,  I  got  tbe  fqmtatkm  ^  a  very  good  ncsbyterian,  by 
ficqacniiiig  the  Eiik  of  SooCkod  till  our  diepleiB  afipeeied. 

now  oome  back  to  the  old  ftith,  and  itidL  dose  to  oar 
communion.  The  emnple  is  80  ncoCMttiy»  tint  I  think  it  a 
duty  to  comply  were  Ibat  tbe  onlj  nmaOf  aa»  in  tnitht  it 
is  not 

To-morrow  Lord  George  Sackville  goes  away,  and  I  take 
iipoTii  me  the  difBcult  and  troublesome  omploA'mcnt  of  a  com- 
niarider.  You  (anl  conceive  how  difticult  u  thinii;  it  is  to  keep 
the  paissions  within  bounds,  whon  authority  .uul  im maturity  (^o 
together;  to  endeavour  at  a  character  that  hm^  evLiy  opposition 
jroni  \sithin,  and  that  the  very  condition  of  the  blood  is  a 
sufiicient  obstacle  to.  Fancy  you  see  me,  that  must  do  juistiee 
to  good  and  bod ;  reward  und  punish  with  an  equal  unbiassed 
band ;  one  tbat  is  to  reconcile  the  sevcrily  of  disc^line  witb  tbe 
dietates  of  bumanity ;  one  tbat  most  study  tbe  tempera  and 
dispositions  of  many  men,  in  oidw  to  make  tbdr  sitnaftion  ea^ 
and  agreeable  to  tbem^  and  should  endeavour  to  oblige  afl 
wilboat  partialis,  a  mark  set  up  for  emybody  to  observe  and 
judge  of;  and  last  of  all,  suppose  me  employed  in  discouraging 
vice  and  reoommendmg  the  revene  at  the  tttibolent  age  of 
twenty<*tbreei  when  it  is  possible  I  maj  have  as  g^eat  a  propqisHy 
that  way  as  any  of  the  men  tbat  I  canYerse  witb  t 

My  duty  to  my  £stber« 

I  am,  etc., 

J.  WOLFK. 

At  last  the  weather  improved:  and  so  had  Wolfe's  learnings 
SO  that  he  promises  himself  some  recreation. 

'  ^Vliat  rrn  rifre  of  ailments,  ignorance,  quack«,  and  nostrums  it  was  !  Mr« 
WoUe  had  sotatica,  which  as  time  went  on  becamo  acute.   In  the  mean  time 
die  WBS  treated  Ibr  serafsl  dlMssea 
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To  BiS  MOTHKA. 

Glasi^'ovv ,  8th  Sepfemher,  1749. 

Drae  Madam, — I  don't  know  how  the  mathematics  may 
assist  the  judgnK-nt,  bat  they  have  a  great  tendency  to  make 
men  dull,  I,  who  am  fer  from  being  sprightly  even  in  luy 
gaiety,  am  the  yery  reverse  of  it  et  this  time.  Tm  heavier  in 
difooorae,  longer  at  a  letter,  len  quick  at  apprehemloD,  and 
cany  all  the  appearances  of  stupidity  to  so  great  a  height,  that 
in  a  little  time  they  mm^  he  known  from  the  realify;  and  all 
this  to  find  out  the  use  and  proper^  of  a  crooked  lii^  which, 
when  disooTCfed  serves  me  no  more  than  a  straight  one^  does 
not  make  me  a  joy  more  useful  or  more  entertaining,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  adds  to  the  weight  that  nature  has  laid  upon  the 
brain,  and  blunts  the  orrjans. 

I  have  been  writing  < oni^ratulHtdrv  letters  to  General  Mor- 
daunt  and  Colonel  Rich  ;  they  are  both  quick-sighted  men ;  I 
wish  they  don't  pas8  ( ( ll^^1^e  upon  my  labours,  and  criticize  my 
style  of  writ  (as  'tis  teiuicd  heie) ;  but  I  could  not  deny  myself 
the  plea&ure  of  assuring  the  General  how  glad  I  was  of  his 
mooeaB,  and  the  OoikmeL  that  he  had  the  Ihirest  title  to  the  gift, 
laige  as  it  is.^ 

I  have  got  agon  from  Bfr.  Barbour;  now  I  propose  to  amuse 
myself  a  little  in  that  way,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  shall  hunt. 
The  regiment  keeps  hounds,  and  my  horses  are  pretty  good. 

I  forgot  in  my  last  to  speak  of  Captain  Flight ;  I  know  him 
quite  wdl,  and  can  assure  those  that  inquire  after  him  that 
tiiere  is  nowhere  a  man  of  a  better  disposition.  He  is  greatly 
esteemed  among  as,  and  by  all  his  accjUfiintance ;  'twas  the 
highest  injusticf^  of  me  not  to  mention  him  before,  as  I  could 
not  in  truth  say  ui}  thing  that  was  not  to  his  advantage.  My 
do^  to  my  father.    Jl  am. 

My  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  WoLi'Ji. 

A  lientenani-Ckiloiidcy  was  now  in  sight.  CSomwallis  not 
retaming  to  the  regiment,  Wolfe  writes  to  his  frther — 

im  Sept&mbert  1749. 
Dear  Sir, — Lord  Tyrawley  said  humorously,  being  asked  if 
the  King  spoke  to  him,  and  how  he  received  his  lordship,  that 

^  Moidsimt  had  been  appointed  to  the  lOth  Dragoons,  sad  Uch  soMwedsd 
BamiU  ss  Coknel  of  the  FourtlL 
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^lew  words  are  best  among  friends.""  The  Duke  has  not  kept 
you  in  suspense,  from  whence  we  may  conc-liifle — aroording  to 
Lord  Tyrawley — that  our  affairs  nrc  well  there.  I  hope  his 
Royal  Highness  will  make  sudi  a  choice  as  must  oblige  us  to 
own  his  justice.  If  he  is  an  older  officer,  it  is  to  be  supposttl  he 
is  a  better,  and  then  there  can  be  no  complaints  on  our  side. 
I  have  attained  to  such  a  height  of  indifference  and  dilliticat* 
together,  that  a  denial  sits  very  easy  upon  me.  Frequent 
refusals  might  in  time  alienate  my  afibctioas  fixHn  the  service, 
arpedaUy  if  many  yeais  are  wasted  in  exile^  with  no  veiy 
cnterliming  objects  to  employ  tbe  ihouig^ts  upon. 

The  harvest  tfaroagboot  all  Uie  west  of  Scotland  is  uttocly 
destroyed  by  the  great  lains  that  have  fidkn.  Ttey  have  a  ssd 
prospect  £sr  the  winter,  neither  meal  nor  seed ;  this  destraction 
mast  bring  a  great  dearth  and  the  want  will  oocasian  fast  riot 
and  confusion  peuticularly  in  this  city. 

Arthur's  ^  greatest  suffering  at  Gibraltar  seems  to  be  tbe  want 
of  claret  I  hope  I  have  hit  upon  a  method  to  send  them  some 
supply. 

I  cannot  make  an  end  of  my  letter  without  assuring  you  that 
the  want  of  snrcess  in  anything  you  undi  rtako  for  n)e  will  never 
lessen  the  obli|j;afion  and  that  one  great  reasuii  v.liy  I  would 
wish  better  fortune  is  that  I  am  persuaded  you  take  so  large  a 
part  in  what  concerns  me  that  my  prosperity  would  give  you 
pleasure  and  anything  that  can  increase"  your  satisfaction  here 
will  add  greatly  to  mine.  My  love  to  my  mother.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  etc 

J.  WOUB. 

We  can  see  in  his  ktteis  at  this  time  the  ardent,  aspiring 
young  Major  eating  his  heart  out  in  Scotlandi 

To  HIS  MOTUJUU 

Dsan  KaBAM, — ^It  will  not  be  possible  in  mj  drcomstanom 
to  get  leave  of  absenoe  for  four  months ;  we  can  eiqiect  no  sudi 
indulgnoe.  A  less  time  is  not  worth  asking  for,  and  Hiorefore 
m  pass  the  winter  at  Perth.  I  must  hunt  and  shoot  for  eier- 
dse,  and  rend  for  entertainment.  After  Christmas,  when  the 
eompany  comes  into  Edinhmi^  and  the  place  is  in  all  its 

^  Loilus. 
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perfection  of  dirt  and  gaiety,  Fll  repair  thither,  nnd  stay  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks.  It  will  help  to  dispel  incianclioly, 
and  I  have  been  told  that  a  certain  smell  is  a  remedy  for  the 
vapours ;  there  I  can't  iuil  to  meet  the  cure. 

This  day  fortnight  we  leave  this  town,  and  till  we  return  to 
it  CMmot  bope  to  fiod  so  good  quaiten.  Aoootding  to  the  rata- 
tion  of  the  troopB  in  Scotland,  tbe  sixib  year  brings  ua  back : 
but  Has  a  dreadful  interval,  a  Uttle  life  to  a  militaiy  man ;  and 
fbr  my  particular,  io  far  from  being  in  love  witb  tiie  country, 
iliat  rd  go  to  the  Rhine^  or  Italy,  nay,  serve  a  campaign  against 
the  Turks,  rather  than  continue  in  it  the  time  I  have  mentioned, 
and  that,  too,  in  the  vary  Uooming  aeaaon  of  our  days.  It  ia 
my  misfortune  to  miss  the  improving  hour,  and  to  degenerate 
instead  of  brightenin<^. 

Few  of  my  comjianions  surpass  me  in  common  knowlodi^c, 
but  most  of  them  in  vice.  This  is  a  truth  that  I  should  blush 
to  relate  to  one  that  had  not  all  my  confidence,  lest  it  be 
thought  to  proceed  either  from  insolence  or  viunty :  but  I  think 
you  don't  understand  it  so.  I  dread  their  habits  and  behaviour, 
and  forced  to  an  eternal  watch  upon  myself,  that  I  may  avoid 
the  very  manner  which  I  moat  condemn  in  them.  Young  men 
ahoold  have  aome  object  constantly  in  thdr  aim,  aome  shining 
diaracter  to  direct  tiieoi.  Tis  a  disadvantage  to  be  iint  at 
an  impeifect  age ;  either  we  become  enamoured  with  ourselves, 
seeing  nothing  superior,  or  fall  into  the  degree  of  our  associates.^ 

m  atop  here  that  you  might  not  think  me  very  uneasy.  As 
I  now  am,  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be  better  pleased,  but  my 
duty  and  a  natural  indolence  of  temper  make  it  less  irksome ; 
and  tlun  a  pretty  constant  employment  helps  to  get  me  through, 
and  secures  me  from  excess  of  debauch.  That,  too,  is  enough 
prevented  by  the  office  of  a  commander.  My  duty  to  my  father. 
I  am, 

Vuur  obedient  aud  ati'ectioiiale  Son, 

J.  WOLPK. 

Mrs.  Tlookc  's  -  is  a  terrible  disorder,  I  know  nothing  that 
can  alleviate  her  affliction  but  kindness  and  assiduity  from  her 
friends.  Tm  sure  she  may  expect  everything  of  that  kind 
from  you. 

*  Our  acting  commander  here  is  a  Paragon.  He  neither  drinks,  curses, 
gambles^  nor  runs  after  women.  So  we  make  him  our  pattern."  Letter 
irom  Captain  Macrae,  Glaegow^  November  19,  \74l^ 

*  His  mother's  ne^hboor  at  Grsenwieh, 
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Wolfe  had  enjovod  no  hoUdfiy  all  that  year.  He  left  Glasgow 
witii  regret,  oiid  on  Oclobc  i-  16  began  the  march  to  l*erth.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  20th  Uegiment  at  Perth  they  learnt  that  his 
friend,  Lord  Bury,  the  same  who  had  carried  the  tidings  of 
Culloden  to  London,  had  been  a|>{)oiiited  colonel.  He  soon  had 
letters  from  Lord  Bury  regarding  the  regiment  which  demanded 
caiefiil  attention.    But  his  replies  have  apparently  not  been 


7b  HIS  MoiHBB, 

Dbae  liAOAH, — ^Yoa  gife  the  best  leeaim  in  the  world  for 

continuing  in  tiie  oountiy  so  late  as  you  did.  Wherever  my 
father  and  you  have  your  health  best,  there  I  would  wish  you 
most,  and  as  Greenwich  seems  to  agree  with  both,  the  best  thing 
you  can  do  is  to  make  it  more  agreeable  by  changing  from  a  bad 
house,  to  a  good  one,  from  a  low  situation  to  a  high  one,  and  as 
near  the  piirk  as  possible.  Do  not  Vm*  in  any  pain  alxjut  me. 
When  I  am  well  fill  phices  will  produce  sottk  {liiiiij;  to  rntertain, 
and  when  othi  rw  ise,  it  matters  little  where  one  is,  the  less 
trouble  to  our  iViends  the  better.  You  need  not  hurry  your- 
selves about  military  promotions,  iur  I  take  them  to  be  at  an 
entire  stand  for  some  time.  When  these  things  were  to  be  had, 
I  got  my  share,  and  (my  necessary  confinements  excepted)  have 
reason  to  be  wdl  enou^  satisfied  with  what  has  happened. 

I  am  mighty  ffad  Mn.  Hosklns*  disorder  does  not  tnm  oat 
so  dangerous  as  was  apprehended.  Her  sweetness  of  temper  and 
sof  disposition  makes  her  too  valuable  not  to  fear  her  loss. 
The  Duke  of  Montagues  death  will  be  of  advantage  to  the 
young  lady,^  since  his  conversation  (in  your  opinion)  was  not 
fitted  for  her  tender  onr.  There  is  one  kind  of  converse  and  dis- 
course with  the  men  that  is  of  great  service  to  the  other  sex, 
and  another  as  injurious,  but  it  would  take  too  much  time  to 
distinguish  the  two.  However,  it  obliges  me  to  observe  to  you 
that  the  women  in  this  country  piu  take  very  much  of  society 
with  men,  and  by  thai  means,  gain  a  certain  freedom  of  behaviour, 
unomnmon  in  England,  bat  which  is  nevertheless  of  great  use  to 
pveserve  them  from  the  bad  conseqaenoes  of  sadden  surprise  or 
novelty,  and  is  a  real  protection  to  their  virtue  though  at  times 
one  would  imagine  that  their  easiness  in  some  particularB  lead 

^  I  have  made  inquiries  of  the  Keppel  &inily»  but  without  result. 
*  Miai  Lamoii. 
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directly  to  the  contrary.^  ^Tis  a  usual  thing  for  the  matrons  to 
^it  at  table  with  the  men  till  very  late  and  concur  in  everything 
but  the  actual  debanrhery,  and  as  the  men  warm  at  wine,  they 
speak  of)enly  eiiouirji  to  give  ort'ence  with  us. 

This  iresh  (iisappointiiient  in  love  has  changed  my  natural 
disposition  to  such  a  dcf^ee,  that  I  believe  it  is  now  possible 
I  might  prevail  upon  niyself  not  to  refuse  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  pounds,  if  properly  offered!  Rage  and  despair  do 
not  oommonly  prodnoe  rach  zeMooable  dfifnta ;  nor  m  iStuj 
die  instamments  to  make  a  muB^  fbrtune  by  but  In  particular 


We  hm  had  the  finest  autumn  seaKm  unaginabile ;  it  has 
made  us  some  amends  for  the  bad  summer.  The  month  of 
November,  so  fiitai  to  our  countrymen,  far  surpaned  anything 
that  could  be  expected. 

You  won't  want  diversion  in  London,  if  yoii  will  only  think 
that  it  is  of  use  to  partake  of  them.  The  great  secret  of 
h;i.[)[)lness  in  life  is  to  employ  every  moment  of  our  time,  which 
cati  only  be  doue  with  the  help  of  great  variety.  My  duty  to 
the  General. 

I  am,  dear  iNbulam, 

Your  moat  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

James  Worn 

Veiy  diflimit  was  WoWu  Christmas  at  Mh  to  that  of  the 
previous  year  in  Old  Burlington  Street  The  neir  year  was  already 
under  way  when  he  next  writes  to  his  mother.  In  this  letter  the 
reference  to  the  young  lady  of  Croydon  deserves  a  word  of  ex- 
planation. It  ha^>  already  been  seen  that  her  son^s  attachment  to 
Miss  Lawson  was  by  no  means  approved  of  by  Mrs.  Wolfe,  and 
her  objection  she  prudently  based  on  the  ground';  of  inadequate 
lortune.  She  aiKi  the  General  had  otlic  r  views  for  their  son.  They 
had  "an  eye  upon  a  fortune  of  i:'i30,000.''  The  accompaniment  of 
this  very  ut»eiui  dowry  was  Mibs  Uoskins  of  Croydon. 

To  HIS  MoilLbJU 

Perth,  Jsmmy  19A,  114B, 
Dbak  BIadami — Since  Lofd  George  Sackville  left  the 
regiment  I  have  dianged  my  way  of  life.  When  we  were  at 
Ghugow  together,  I  hf^  taken  that  opportunity  to  acquire  a  few 

>  This  observation  has  rinco  firoauently  beea  made  by  obgervenifrf American 
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things  that  I  wfLs  before  ignorant  of,  and  in  which  I  might 
expect  a^>.sis^anr^  from  some  of  the  proplp  in  the  CollecTP.  I  was 
even  so  far  engaged  that  I  diH  ruit  tz;i\c'  up  such  a  share  of  time 
and  attention  as  was  due  to  his  Lordshi|) :  now  all  that  is 
vanished,  and  I  am  entirely  at  leisure  to  prosecute  such  enter- 
tainments as  I  find  of  use  to  my  liealth,  and  agreeable  to  uiy 
taste  i  and,  as  the  laitei  is  generally  subservient  to  the  first,  I 
have  improved  and  strengthened  my  constitution  beyond  what 
I  have  hilherto  known. 

Your  letter  confirmed  aome  unateady  tboo^  I  bad  had  of 
poroviding  a  littfeooane  linen ;  and  I  made  the  purchase  the  day 
after  I  veeeived  it.  Seven  shirts  at  three  shilling  a  yard  will  ha 
dursble  wear.  Yes,  I  shall  he  veiy  ridi  whenever  we  meet :  I 
have  thetaknt  for  heaping  up  wealtii ;  and  the  temptation  must 
be  veiy  great  when  I  am  persuaded  to  part  with  it.  My 
lieutenant  Partridge  came  by  here  a  few  dap  since,  and 
delivered  Miss  Hoskins''s  compliments.  He  is  her  neighbour  at 
Croydon :  he  tells  me  he  thinks  her  a  complete  woman,  and 
arlvisrs  mo  (ns  a  friend)  to  make  up  to  her.  This  \^  his  counsel, 
and  the  manner  w  which  he  offered  it.  But  hr  did  not  know 
Miss  Lawson,  he  confessed  thai.  I  th.nik  yon  tor  reineiiibering 
my  birthday.  I  luui  almost  forgot  it  myself,  and  was  in  dispute 
about  my  own  age,  whether  twenty-three  or  twenty-four.  I 
believe  the  former.  My  duty  to  my  Father.  I  am,  dear  Madam^ 
Your  most  obedient  and  affecticaiate  son, 

J.  Worn 

Mas.  Wolfe, 

la  (Md  StuHmatan  Sbfrni,  liondm 

One  more  than  ever  regrets  the  loss  of  the  Wolfe-Bury  corre- 
spondence after  reft(Hng  the  first  panii!;rap]i  of  the  next  letter  l>ecause 
of  the  light  it  would  shed  on  Highland  aliaiis  in  the  middle  of  the 
centuiy. 

To  HIS  Fathju. 

Perth ,  January  iJl, 

Dkar  Sir, — My  Colonel  [Lord  Bury]  and  I  have  a  very  exact 
corresjMjndence.  He  is  extremely  bent  upon  procuruig  all  the 
knowledge  of  regimental  affairs  tliat  the  distance  between  us  will 
allow  of;  iu  order,  I  suppose,  to  make  t>uch  alterations  and 
ameadments  as  seem  requisite,  and  to  be  the  better  prepared 
against  he  ooM  amongst  m.  I  anaww  hia  lettan  veiy 
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puDctnaUy,  and  endeavour  all  In  my  pcmtt  to  aatisQr  lum  in  sodbi 
partioilazs  as  are  properly  witfain  my  sphere ;  confining^  bowever, 

my  judgement  of  men  and  things  to  what  is  purely  military,  and 
bdionging  to  my  office.  He  can  give  yoit  ireekly  inteUigenoe  as 
far  as  the  assnmnoe  of  a  letter  can  go,  whenever  you  are  so  good 

as  to  make  enquiry  after  me. 

I  have  heard  \Gry  lately  from  Gibraltar :  both  ray  friends, 
LoHiu'j  and  Donnellau,  seem  to  detest  their  situation,  and  are  a 
little  (lispleastKl  with  their  Governor.  They  complain  (particularly 
Donnellan)  of  being  too  strictly  confined  and  of  too  much  duty. 
Th^e  are  real  grievance  at  the  end  of  seven  aimjmigns,  when 
men  veiy  naturally  desire  some  respite  from  the  fatigue  of  a 
soldier's  Ufe ;  especially  as  they  see  almost  all  their  brathren  in 
ease  and  quiet  I  am  afraid  Geneial  Bland  is  not  quite  so  weQ- 
hred  and  so  polite  as  might  be  wished ;  he  has  a  roughness  about 
him  that  breaks  out  sometimes  into  ill-manners,  when  he  is  in 
any  authority;  though  Sir  J.  Whiteford's  personal  merit  or 
al^ty  is  not  of  the  most  eminent  kind,  and  although  there  is 
another  objection  in  some  opinions  to  his  success ;  I  can'*t  help 
being  pleased  that  the  King  has  taken  the  first  opportunity  to 
give  the  officers  of  that  regiment  a  mark  of  his  favour ;  as  the 
cor])s  in  i^aiiLral  do  deserve  well  of  their  oountr}',  having  given 
notable  proots  of  courage  and  fidelity  throughout  the  war. 

I  am  glad  that  my  cousin  Goldsmith  has  at  la^t  got  a 
couipany,  I  suppose  it  is  so,  and  I  daresay  he  is  obliged  to  you 
for  some  assistance  or  if  you  have  not  done  him  service,  I  am 
rare  there  was  no  want  of  inclination  in  you  to  do  it.  All  your 
relations  will^  I  am  persuaded  agree,  that,  if  they  have  deserved 
wejl  of  you,  ih^  have  not  found  you  backwanL  I  wish  yoo 
both  much  health  and  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aifectionate  son, 

J«  Worn 

To  tamer.  Gen.  Wolfs, 
Oid  BwrUngtmSL 

1  roni  the  foregoing  letter  it  will  be  iiiferrcd  that  old  General 
Woii'e  had  ?^(inio  influence  at  head-quarters  and  wiisi  very  l>enevolent 
towards  his  Irish  relations.  Captain  Edward  Goldsimth.  of  the 
31st  (Otway's  Regiment),  was  about  Wolfe's  age,  a  first  cou^iin 
of  Oliver  Goldsmith  the  poet,  and  a  godson  of  old  General  Wolfe. 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  wifli  bis  di^osition  Wolfe  would 

yield  up  his  fiur  dharmer  without  a  struggle^  Filial  piety  was  one 
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thing,  and  some  youths  now-a-dnvs  might  tiiink  Wolfe  carried  it  to 
an  extravagant  extent,  but  constancy  to  his  mistress  was  another. 
Mrs.  Wolfe  having  ibrbidden  her  son  even  to  think  of  an  alliance 
with  Miss  Lawson,  seems  to  have  regarded  the  affair  as  settled. 
She  even  ventured  to  say  that  she  had  &eeii  the  lady,  who  she 
averred  waa  oertaanly  about  to  be  married  to  somebody  else. 

3V  an  MoTHSB. 

m  Fsbmwy,  1760. 
Dkab  Madam, — ^If  I  have  at  any  time  omitted  writing  it  has 
never  be^  either  to  avert  it  as  a  trouble  or  an  intentional  neglect 
of  the  two  people  in  the  world  that  I  have  the  greatest  love  and 

Tx^rrnrd  for,  and  the  highest  confidence  in,  but,  I  believe,  the 
want  of  something  new  may  have  stretched  the  interval  a  little 
longer  than  it  ought  to  he.  We  are  here  so  totally  Iwirrcn  of 
everything  that  is  aluu^illL,^  to  ourselves  or  capable  of  divci  ting 
others,  that  we  are  actually  almost  at  a  loss  for  ideas.  However, 
if  you  can  be  satisfied  with  a  line  or  two  I  have  no  sort  of  excuse 

kft. 

I  believe  yoaH  do  me  the  jiutioe  to  own  that  a  gentle 
admonition  from  you  baa  all  the  efl^  of  the  aevefest  rebuke. 
I  have  as  great  a  desiie  tomake aietum  for  your  tenderness  and 
finendship  as  I  have  to  pay  reverence  to  your  parental  authority. 
In  short,  I  have  a  lasting  remembrance  o£  what  I  owe  you  both 
in  duty  and  gratitude  and  am  always  cancetned  when  you  have 
any  reason  to  think  me  forgetful. 

Your  opinion  of  Miss  Lawson  has  inflamed  me  anew,  and 
von  have  exactly  hit  upon  that  part  of  her  perfection  (her 
behavioui)  that  worked  the  strongest  upon  me ;  for  I  have  seen 
a  hundred  Iiau<l.sonie  women  before,  and  never  was  in  love  with 
one.  How  could  you  tell  me  that  you  liked  her,  and  at  the 
same  time  say  her  illness  prevents  her  wedding  ?  I  don^t  think 
you  believe  ie  ever  touched  me  at  all,  or  you  could  never  speak 
with  so  much  indifference  of  her  ill-healtib  and  marriage,— -the 
only  things  in  relation  to  that  lady  that  could  give  me  the  least 
uneasiness,  except  that  I  thought  you  were  adverse  to  her ;  and 
even  that  you  have  taken  care  to  clear  up  by  your  approbation 
of  her  manners  and  pf  rs(^!i,  and  by  that  means  have  left  me 
absolutely  destitute  of  reliefl 

I  think  I  told  you  in  one  of  my  letters  that  P^W^  ^  was  ilL 

I  Hisoldaerrant 
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He  has  boon  in  so  terrible  a  condition  for  four  months  that  I 
have  hardly  had  any  servit-e  from  him.  At  length  we  thought 
it  would  he  better  to  get  hiiii  into  Chelsea,  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  do  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  I  did  not 
uientiuu  it  to  my  father,  as  I  knew  he  does  not  love  to  be 
troubled  with  these  sort  of  things ;  nor  did  I  tell  Roland  to 
wait  upon  you,  concluding  lie  would  do'thot  of  cooiw.  But  I 
perceive  the  poor  fellow'^s  modesty  is  greater  than  •  .  .  Captain 
Wilson  has  undertaken  to  do  his  business,  and  he  will  tell  you 
where  the  honest  old  servant  is  to  he  lound.  Twas  death  to  me 
to  part  with  him.  It  has  made  me  vastly  inconvenienced  though 
accidentally  I  hired  a  tolerable  Knglish  groom  who  does  pretty 
welL 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  WOLVB. 

The  pood  ladv,  Wolfe's  mother,  finding  that  her  own  authority 
wa-  ruit  sufficient  to  dismiss  all  thoughts  of  Miss  Lawsou  from  his 
miiui,  brought  the  Generars  weigh*  to  bear  on  the  business.  The 
old  veteran  though  at  heart  a  doting  tatiier  wieldtxi  a  blunt  and 
heavy  pen.  He  was  no  such  suave  and  persuasive  letter-writer  as 
his  neztnioor  neighbour  at  Bkckheath,  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 
** Enough  of  this  philandering,'"  "this  obstinacy  and  peneverence 
in  enor,*"  were  phrases  which  he  probably  calculated  would  make 
the  parental  meaning  dear. 

Perth,  Feb.  IQth,  1750. 
De.ar  Sir, — Tliough  I  have  freqiientlv  given  you  occasion  to 
blame  either  my  neglects  or  levity,  I  am  not  however  conscious 
of  ever  having  intended  to  give  you  any  uneasiness  by  obstinacy, 
or  perseverance  in  an  error;  the  high  opinion  I  have  all  aiong 
entertained  ol  your  just  sense  of  things,  has  always  forced  me  to 
a  proper  submission  to  your  will,  and  obliges  me  to  acknowledge 
those  actions  to  be  actually  vrroug,  when  you  think  them  so. 
Besides,  I  am  so  convinced  of  your  sincerity  and  secure  of  your 
friendship  that  your  advice  cannot  &il  of  its  due  weight,  nor 
could  I  without  the  highest  presumption  difSa  from  your 
sentiments  in  any  of  the  concerns  of  life.  As  what  I  have  said  is 
the  exact  troth,  I  mention  it  by  way  of  making  a  distinction 
betw  ecn  that  part  of  my  behaviour  that  is  guided  by  reflection, 
and  such  steps  as  ate  the  consequence  of  youth  and  inexperience^ 

1  3 
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or,  tiiat  bwe  no  rale  to  go  liy  and  are  the  pore  eflscts  of  chance ; 
but  the  main  reason  is  to  Induce  yoanot  to  lock  upon  any  alight 
omiasioii,  or  iDadvertancj  as  done  with  design  to  o&nd  or 
displease;  so  far  am  1  from  any  such  intention, that  my  greatest 
satisfaction  is  the  means  of  oontributing  in  some  measiue  to 
your  happinos<5. 

Lord  Bury  })r()mises  to  be  with  us  in  a  montVi,  by  that  time 
the  hunting  or  shooting  season  will  be  over,  and  we  shall  have 
little  ebe  to  do  than  to  march  and  wheeL  My  duty  to  my 
mother. 

I  am,  dear  i,ir. 

Your  mo:>t  obedient  and  aiieetionute  son, 

J.  WOLTK. 

To  Lieut.  Grk.  Worn, 

<M  Burtktgfm  a^ntl. 

He  stfll  attempts  to  propitiate  both  patents  ihr  his  presump- 
tion in  contintdng  in  love. 

To  U1&  MOTHEB, 

Perth,  Afarch  9,  17fiO. 

Bear  Madam, — I  hu])e  your  long  silence  does  not  proceed 
from  the  continuance  ot  your  indisposition,  I  had  rather  it 
should  have  any  other  cau.se,  though  ever  so  unplea-sant  to 
myself;  I  desire  you  to  think  that  I  have  undergone  sufficient 
punishment,  and  judge,  by  the  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  hear 
from  you.  Tm  sure  yoa  would  not  wish  that  the  penalty  should 
exceed  the  crime. 

Because  it  is  probaUe  that  old  Roland  has  before  now  thouj^t 
of  his  duty  and  has  been  to  pay  his  humble  respects  to  you, 
perhaps  some  of  your  servants  may  know  where  the  enclosed 
letter  can  reach  him.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  freedom  to 
put  it  within  this  frank,  as  the  readiest  and  least  expensive 
wnveyance.  He  writes  me  for  two  suit"^  of  clothini^,  which  be 
cannot  but  know  are  witli  the  company;  my  old  Lieutenant 
promised  to  dt  liver  theni  whenever  they  are  called  for,  or  send 
thtm  by  some  favourable  opportunity  to  London.  People  of 
l{oland\s  .stamp  have  tlieir  views  so  extremely  narrow  and  are 
withal  so  very  diffident,  that  they  can  hardly  bring  themselves 
to  think  there  is  common  honesty  in  man.  Tis,  I  suppose, 
because  they  meet  with  so  much  roguery  amongst  one  anotiier. 
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Tliere  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place,  some  fine  anti- 

srorbiitic  waters ;  I  will  try  whether  they  won''t  l>e  of  use  to 
remove  a  complaint  in  me;  you  may  remember  1  have  an 
irruption  upon  both  hands  in  the  summer^  which  i  take  to  be 
the  scurvy. 

If  as  we  are  told  the  two  battalions  are  preparing  to  relieve 
part  of  the  Mediterranean,  my  friends^  in  the  King's  Regiment 
will  be  veiy  fortunate  and  vezy  happy;  their  having  been  at 
Gibraltar  must  reoommend  these  more  moderate  dimatee;  and 
make  them  truly  senaiUe  of  sweet  variety  and  liberty.  My  duty 
to  my  fitther. 

I  am,  dear  "MoAAm^ 

Your  most  obedient  and  afiectionate  son, 

J.  Worn 

Naturally  he  was  most  amious  about  bis  long-awaited 
lieotenantFOoloneley. 

7b  HIS  Fathee. 

Perth,  23  Morek,  17M. 
Dear  Sib, — ^The  words  of  Lord  Bury^s  two  last  letters  seem 

calculated  to  make  me  imagine  hh  lordship  wishes  me  success,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  express  his  difference  of  it.  T  am  not  able 
to  extract  enough  of  his  real  opinion,  to  determin'^  wht  th(  r  1  am, 
Oram  not,  to  be  his  Lieutenant-Colonel.  He  says  imieed,  that  the 
Duke  is  our  friend,  but  does  not  affirm  that  he  won't  be  prevailed 
upon,  to  give  up  this  point.  Lord  George  Sackville  sent  me  the 
first  information  of  the  vacancy  with  the  strongest  assurances 
of  bis  aid  and  sernoe.  As  I  know  be  Is  very  sboere,  I  rely 
diiefty  upon  him.  Whicfaever  way  the  business  turns,  I  sbaU 
be  f^Bd  to  know  fiom  you  who  the  persons  aie  that  seem  the 
most  to  oonoem  themselves  in  it;  that  I  may  thank  them  for 
tbeir  endeavours  whether  they  succeed  or  not 

I  attribute  my  not  having  heard  from  you  these  three  last 
posts  to  your  earnest  desire  of  sending  such  an  accoimt  as  I  may 
depend  upon,  knowing  what  an  enemy  you  are  to  the  uneasy 
state  of  uncertftintv  am\  how  backwnrd  to  increase  OUT  doubts,  1 
b^  my  duty  to  my  mother  and  am,  (hm-  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aiiectionate  son, 

J.  Wolfs. 

'  Laftm  and  Potinellan. 
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FSb — niere  has  been  nothing  ancomnuNi  Mi  in  the  North, 
nor  more  shocking  than  usual. 

This  postscript  refen  to  the  London  earthquakes  of  1750. 
Even  as  he  penned  the  next  letter  the  news  of  his  appointnent 
arrived. 

To  ms  MOTHEB. 

Perth,  March  mh,  1750. 
Dfau  Madam, — "Tis  a  vest  accession  to  my  successes  in  life 
that  it  never  fails  to  give  niy  father  and  you  a.s  much  satisfaction 
iL-y  I  myself  am  capable  of  receiving.  That  I  have  tlie  happiness 
to  be  so  far  in  your  esteem  and  opinion  as  firmly  to  unite  our 
interests  I  cannot  doubt,  especially  as  every  day  I  see  both  in 
greater  anxiety  for  what  rq;azds  me  alone,  than  Ifor  the  highest 
of  yoor  own  concerns.  This  is  what  inoreases  and  improves  my 
good  Ibrtane^  fay  making  you  partaken  of  it.  The  post  to* 
morrow  will  bring  me  some  positive  aooonnt  As  yet,  Loid 
Bury  has  only  said  that  the  Kmg  has  consented  to  the  Duke^s 
recommendation.  Former  examples  have  taught  me  not  to  think 
the  business  done  till  Fm  sure  of  it.  The  Duke  himself  has 
been  sometimes  disappointed  when  he  has  thought  eveiy  obstacle 
removed. 

If  the  cause  of  the  earthquakes  are  natural  (which  I  supjxisp 
they  are),  and  to  be  accountp<l  for,  they  are  in  the  riglit  who 
remove  at  n  flistaiice  from  the  danger.  There  may  ha  more 
moisture  in  some  parts  of  the  island  tlian  in  others,  and  con- 
sequently less  to  be  feared  in  those  parts.  Though  these  shocks 
are  very  unu^UiAi  in  England,  and  of  course  very  terrible,  I 
donH  hear  of  much  mischief  tbllowing.  It  is  to  be  hoped  it  will 
haive  a  good  effect  Most  people  imagine  these  tremblings  super- 
natural, and  such  oansdences  as  are  under  the  heaviest  loads  of 
iniqoity  will  tremble  in  proportion  to  that  weig|ht,  and  to  the 
convulsions  of  the  earth. 

I  left  my  letter  open  till  the  post  came  in.  EveiythiQg  is 
confirmed  without  possibility  of  repeal.  Fm  very  sensible  of 
the  greatiK^^  of  the&vour  done  me, and  receive  it  with  tolerable 
humility.  This  you  would  have  a  further  proof  of  had  you  been 
by  when  the  first  advice  came.  I  try  to  prevent  its  working  too 
strongly  upon  me,  that  I  may  not  disappoint  the  given  and 
those  that  rejoice. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 
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At  tirenty-three,  thearefm,  our  hero  fomid  hinudf  a  lieutenant- 
Colonei,  a  nnk  his  father  held  at  twice  llis  age,  and  to  which 
neither  his  grandfather  nor  hb  great-grandfiither,  though  sterling 
soldiers,  had  attained  in  the  army.  Yet  none  who  knew  him 
p^idged  him  this  success,  to  celebrate  whidi  the  officers  of  the 
SOth  gave  a  dinner,  for  which  their  paragon  iiifxlcstly  returned 
his  thanks  aod  was  a  greater  favourite  with  the  regiment  than  ever. 


vn 

THE  UNHAPPY  LOVER 

Therk  is  little  doubt  Wolfe  owed  his  Lieutenant-Colonelcy 
directly  to  the  recommendation  of  Lord  Geoi^  Sackville,  who 
wtB  then  on  intiniAte  terms  with  the  Duke  of  Camberl&iid, 
Commaoder-iii-Clikl  But  whea  to  many  penons  of  Inffnence 
had  peroei'ved  his  merit  and  mged  his  daims,  promotion  ooold 
not  have  been  long  delayed. 

To  HIS  JfATHSK. 

IVrtli  ,  r>fk  April,  1750. 

Dear  Sir, — The  I>uke"'s  behaviour  to  yovi  iii  the  business  of 
my  promotion  wa^s  right  noble.  As  he  made  you  verj-  happy 
in  the  main  point,  your  oonceashm  to  my  moUier,  by  satisfying 
the  deriie  ilie  had  of  sending  me  the  earliest  inteDJgeno^  waa  in 
imitation  of  the  eiample  given  ns  by  that  Prinoe^that  we  aie 
not  only  to  enjoy  the  good  that  has  fiJlen  to  ns^bnt  make  other 
people  partakers  of  it. 

Hie  Duke  has  employed  his  poncr  and  inflnence  upon  this 
occasion  whore^  at  least,  it  is  sure  to  be  lememboed.  There  are 
not  many  opportunities  in  life,  and  the  prospect,  as  things  stand 
at  present,  very  distant ;  but  if  ever  he  commands  the  army  of 
this  nation  in  its  defence,  I  shall  wish  to  be  with  him,  and  glad 
to  contribntp  pomctliing  to  his  success,  'lliis  is  the  only  return 
that  cvin  justly  be  made  from  me  to  him,  and  all,  I  b(  Ii(  ve,  he 
would  expert.  I  think  myself  much  obliged  to  Lord  Ci^oiLC 
Sackville,  and  have  writ  him  the  stroni^est  assurances  of  iL 
What  he  ?iaid  some  time  ago  to  his  Ro^hI  Highness  left,  no 
doubt,  a  favourable  impression,  and  forwarded  this  succession. 
I  did  not  foiget  to  tell  Golond  Napier^  that  some  thanks  are 
ostainly  due  to  him.  The  last  three  years  of  the  war  I  was 
immediately  about  his  penon,  and  withoat  his  lUenddiip  and 
approbation  things  coidd  not  have  gone  on  so  smoothly. 

From  a  great  deal  of  little  triffing  businesB  I  have  fiJkn  into 
a  stale  of  inactivity.  If  it  were  possible,  while  I  am  capable  of 
improvemeatt  and  ymmg  enough  to  apply,  I  oooki  wish  to  be 

1  Wmism,  81x01  MNspier. 
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allowed  an  interval  to  be  bestoired  upon  myself ;  a  year  and  a 
half  or  two  years,  would  wear  off  the  Boi]gb»  unpoliahfid  coati 

and  give  a  gloss  to  all  my  future  actions.  It  may  be  MMMmably 
said  that  I  have  not  for  seven  ycare  past  been  at  liberty  to 
acquire  the  common  accomplishments,  much  less  to  tinbcllish  or 
refine.  Fm  persuaded  you  would  have  tliouglit  it  necessary,  hjwl 
not  the  war  prevented  your  intentions,  to  ha\e  sent  me  from 
£ngland  to  some  place  proper  for  tlie  puipu^e.  I  hope  you 
still  think  it  not  too  late,  and  this  the  fairest  opportunity. 
TVnrin  aeems  the  best  caleolated  to  answer  my  ends.  I  shall  he 
glad  to  have  your  opinion,  and  to  know  whether  you  approve 
mf  choice  and  incUoation»  and  what  steps  should  be  taken  for 
eHedli^  it* 

I  hav«  the  pleasore  of  being  known  to  Captain  Wilkinson. 
He  is  a  man  of  uncommon  good  character.  I  shall  take 
particular  care  to  show  him  all  the  dvility  in  my  power.  It  is 
alwajrs  a  very  unfeigned  grief  to  me  when  you  labour  imder  any 

afHiction,  but  I  am  pleased  to 'see  that  you  expect  some  relief 
from  the  purer  air.  I^et  me  only  desire  you  use  all  the  advan- 
Upvs  of  your  situation  to  procure  health.  My  duty  to  my 
mother. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc 

Hits  was  fi^owed  tiie  same  month  faj  a  Ibrther  letter.  In  whkh 
we  find  a  ve&ienoe  to  Jefficey  Arahentyhis  future  chief  in  America. 

To  HIS  Fathbb. 

Tv1k,XrtkAprtl,  1760, 
Deab  Sib, — ^Tho^  I  did  not  answer  your  letter  immedi- 
ately, 'twas  not  because  I  had  not  complied  with  your  request, 
for  by  the  return  of  that  same  post  I  writ  a  letter  to  Amherst 
and  said  everythiner  that  T  thonj^ht  could  enc^aj^e  him  to  use  his 
inriuence  with  Sir  John  I.igonier,  and  from  my  knowledge  of 
him  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  but  he'll  do  his  part  to  help 
forward  Mrs,  Scott's  in  so  interesting  a  point  as  that  of  a  provision 
for  her  son.  I  took  great  care  to  distinguish  that  the  appHcation 
was  from  me  to  him,  and  not  &om  you  to  the  General,  because 
I  peroeive  you  don^  desire  to  stand  obliged  to  him,  as  if  you 
did,  you  are  undoubtedly  the  properest  person  to  address  one  of 
Sir  John's  character  and  dignity.  If  I  myself  had  any  right  to 
ask  a  &vour  of  General  Ligonaer,  I  should  have  done  it  some 
time  ago  (in  a  like  ease)  for  a  young  gentleman  of  a  good  rsoe» 
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near  Glasgow,  who  has  in  all  shapes  far  superior  pretensions  to 
Mr.  Scott,  at  least  I  imagine  so.  >Iv  Colonel  L.  Bury  I  find 
docs  not  at  all  care  that  I  ^liuuld  b<  nt  for  any  coiisidi  rable 
time,  and  so  far  from  t khm  nting  to  ray  going  abrojid  he  thinks 
it  quite  ria:ht  that  I  .should  <x)ntiaue  in  Scotland  till  the  begin- 
ning of  Nuvcii)l>«  1  ;  tlio"*  this  18  by  no  means  correspondent 
with  my  way  of  thinking.  1  am  forced  to  submit,  having  really 
no  choice.  I  can  ask  nothing  of  the  Duke  but  by  his  will  he 
ask  a  fmnr  of  anoHier)  that  himadf  wmM  idbae,  so  that  I 
matt  lay  aaide  the  thouf^t  of  any  impromMot  of  this  kind, 
^diidit  to  speak  tbe  tnitli*  I  am  aheady  almost  too  old  ftr.  I 
am,  ngyerthcleaoj  still  detennined  to  employ  some  km  yean  of 
my  life  in  the  real  bunness  of  an  officer,  and  not  sacri&e  all  my 
time  to  idling,  as  our  trifling  soldictships.  Some  of  the  nattoos 
of  Eorope  will  soon  give  mean  opportuni^to  pot  this  xesolation 
in  practice. 

Admiral  Boaoawen'^  T-otum  hiuigi  bai^  my  friend  Brett.  I 

win  write  him  my  sentiments  upon  his  arrival  in  a  few  days  and 
recommenrl  them  to  my  mothef''ft  care*   I  with  yott  both  mu^ 
health  and  peace,  and  am. 
Bear  Sir, 

Your  mo»t  obedient  and  afl«;tioiiate  Son, 

Jaaies  Wolfk. 

I  have  this  day  answered  a  letter  from  my  uncle  Wolfe. 
He  says  lie  has  writ  to  you  about  my  journey  to  Turin.  He 
cei*t}iin1y  numns  well ;  but  I  know  it  to  be  unnecessary  and 
supertiuijus.  What  is  to  Ix;  done  for  my  advaiit^ige  you  were 
never  backward  to  coinply  will),  uor  need  you  any  swond 
application  when  tlie  first  appears  reasonable^  of  which  nobody 
will  dispute  your  right  of  judging. 

Whether  or  no  Wolfe  was  to  go  abroad  he  would  cei  tainly  not 
go  for  the  present. 

To  mu  lioniuu 

Perth,  Srd  May,  17."K). 
Dk^ve  Mah.w!, — As  T  told  my  father  in  niv  l;i>t  le  tter  to 
him  that  my  stay  litre  lui  some  months  ionm  r  i^.  dettnuined,  I 
have  only  to  add  that  I  rcgret  the  impossibility  of  jiny  improve- 
ment in  the  way  I  proposed  which  you  both  so  readily  and 
che^fully  consented  to,  and  am  not  a  little  concerned  that  it 
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not  in  ray  power  to  pass  some  part  of  the  next  summer  at  Green- 
wich,  where  I  might  expect  as  much  happiness  as  the  onmnatioii 

of  my  l>est  friends  and  so  delightful  a  spot  could  procure  me. 
Instead  of  this  j)l('asinfT  prospect  my  confiueiiient  is  increased  to 
six  months  moif.  Hy  that  time  I  shall  l)e  so  heartily  tired 
and  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  to  you  that  if  I  stop  :in\ where  it 
will  Ij^c  at  my  Uncle  Tins,  and  entirely  in  obedience  to  your 
commands. 

The  go^it  whej  is  said  to  have  all  the  virtues  mentioiied  in 
your  letter  for  oorrecting  the  had  juices.  I  shall  maice  trial 
of  its  effic^icy  in  the  h^^umiqg  of  June,  and  may  feasonahly 
e^iect  Mme  leJief,  but  nothing  would  do  me  so  mudi  good 
or  agree  so  well  with  mj  oonstitation  as  the  air  of  Kent.  It 
blows  nowhere  dearer  or  purer  than  upon  Shater^  HiU  or  in 
the  Park. 

My  father^s  ill-health  cannot  but  be  a  great  concern  to  you» 

and  is  no  less  so  to  me.  The  obstinacy  of  the  disorder  seems  to 
Iwiffle  advice  or  rare.  Nothing  is  so  likely  to  assist  him  and 
alleviate  the  pains  as  your  tenderness  for  him.  I  have  only  one 
thing  to  say,  which  is,  that  as  my  father  has  already  made  as 
competent  a  provision  for  us  both  ;is  is  necessary  for  our  well- 
being,  no  future  views  for  you  or  me  can  any  longer  be  looked 
upon  as  sufficient  reasons  to  debar  him  any  enjoyment  whidi  it 
b  poarible  to  pnxsare  him  in  this  life ;  so  don''t  wait  for  me  to 
take  Buch  lesoluticMis  as  you  think  most  agreeable  to  this 
indinatioo. 

•  ••••••• 

It  gives  me  vast  pleasure  that  Mr.  Swinden  is  in  so  fair  a 

way  of  obtaining  the  character  of  a  father ;  his  understanding 
and  good  temper  fit  him  for  the  education  of  children,  and  Mrs. 
Swinden  is  herself  so  fine  a  woman  that  my  friend  hjus  a  right 
to  expect  proper  objects  for  his  care.  I  can"'t  imagine  anything 
imperfect  can  be  produced  from  so  complete  a  woman. 

Miss  Frances  Thompson's  marriage  ^  is  as  pleasant  a  thinf^  as 
I  have  heard  of  a  gowi  while  past.    I  suppose  the  man''s  a  jiliilo 
«)pher  and  has  taken  her  to  try  how  much  he  can  bear  ami 
what  mankind  with  the  a&sistaiice  uf  rea;son  and  learning  is 

>  Mrs.  WoW«  ii«ter,  Frances,  married  Stephen  AHhoroe,  D.D.,  Fellow 

of  Eton,  stfp-lirollKT  of  ^V'illiam  Cole.  Tlie  latter  8j>eaks  of  his  iiieoes 
Fmcices  and  Anne  Abthorpe  aa  first  cousins  to  Wolfe.  Mrs.  Abthorpe  died  in 
1755. — Wright.  Mrs.  Abthorpe  was  very  eccentric  and  soou  developed  a 
hlttl  nligioQB  insoia  firom  heanng  Whitefield  piwudi. 
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(aj);ihle  of  suffering.    I  hope,  as  a  grain m.iii.in.  }ie  does  not 

depeod  upon  his  rhetoric  to  keep  iier  in  good  humour. 

In  duty  to  my  father,  etc 

The  Captain  TrapaTid  mentioned  in  the  letter  ensuing  was 
ailerwards  to  become  the  Goveinor  oi  i'ort  Augustus  and  the 
host  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

7b  me  Fatbbb. 

Dkae  SiBy— lluMigh  I  out  flftj  little  more  to  you  than  tiiat 
I  bave  no  ooinpIaint»  yet  as  yoa  are  lo  good  to  nj  it  is  agne- 
to  you  to  hear  evca  tii^  I  have  no  rigkt  to  dispense  with 
that  prerogati^  nor  inclinatian  to  omit  w^t  you  desire  should 
be  done.  I  am  going  into  the  country  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks,  there  I  shall  drink  goat  whey,  rather  to  purify  the  blood 
from  unclean  food  and  irregular  living,  than  as  A  cemedy  to  usj 
certain  known  distemper. 

A  month's  easterly  wind  that  has  blasted  almost  every  plant 
aiu]  triH',  has  not  been  abif  to  make  ine  shake,  so  X  have  reason 
to  think  there  is  nu  remains  of  an  aL^ue  in  me. 

Lord  Bury  sets  out  touionuw  lor  I'ort  William.  He  goes 
through  great  part  of  the  Highlands,  visits  and  examines  most 
of  the  fortrasBes,  and  new-made  roads,  (I  suppose  by  order)  stays 
away  eighteen  or  tirenty  days,  and  time  wedn  after  his  retnni* 
flies  to  £ngland.  This  Tegiment  has  tmdeigone  a  soipcismg 
change  in  a  few  months.  Ttepaud,  who  waited  upon  yon  in 
September  or  October  last,  then  the  youngest  qytain,  is  now  the 
second,  or  will  be  so  in  a  veiy  short  time.  The  present  vacamy 
by  the  death  of  a  captain,  wc  are  told,  is  to  go  in  the  regimen^ 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  poor  subalterns,  who  have  been 
often  overlooked.  Colonel  Rich  is  with  his  battalion  at  Fort 
William  in  health  and  great  spirits  ;  he  does  not  leave  Scotland 
till  they  change  quarteri,  and  are  settled  for  the  winter  at 
Glasgow. 

My  duty,  if  you  please,  to  my  mother,  I  wish  you  all 
imaginable  happine  ss  uid  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  adcctionate  s(>n. 

His  application  on  hdxalf  of  his  mother's  fiiend,  Uia.  Soott, 
was  not  suoosMfiil  at  that  time. 
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T\>  HIS  MoiHBB* 

Perth,  QUI  Ma§,  llSfk 
Dear  Madam, — I  send  you  Colonel  Amherst's  answer  to  me, 
that  Mrs.  Scott  may  see  what  is  to  be  expected,  and  take  her 
resolutions  accordingly.  Fm  very  well  persuaded  that  Amherst 
has  done  his  p  irt,  and  I  hope  you  will  Ix?  convinced  that  I  have 
not  been  wanting  on  mine.  It  was  easy  to  foresee  the  answer; 
because  nobody  I  believe,  doubts  but  that  H.R.H.  disposes  of  all 
the  employments  in  the  Corps  of  Artillery,  as  much  as  if  he  was 
GcBod  Mttrter,  and  as  he  has  their  weU-being  wUy  <kt  heart,  he 
wdl  take  pains  to  place  proper  people  to  the  vacandes  that  men 
of  abilities  may  appear  amongst  them.  Ihis  resofaition  of  his» 
should  not,  I  daresay,  emliide  the  young  gentleman  in  question, 
heeanse,  as  Mrs*  Scott  is  a  lady  of  good  sense,  she  iHtt  have 
prepared  her  son  for  the  world,  by  the  best  education  in  her 
power  to  procure  him ;  but  the  great  difficulty  is  to  convince 
the  Duke  of  that  and  get  his  name  enrolled  in  the  book  of  pre- 
ferment, though  it  should  he  even  at  the  end  of  the  list.  As 
you  were  very  desirous  to  bring  about  this  afiiair  to  Mrs.  Scott's 
satisfaction  it  gave  me  great  concern  to  observe  tliat  all  tlie 
sincerity  and  good  inclinations  of  my  friend  Amherst  could  not 
effect  it,  and  that  I  got  no  other  return  to  my  request  then 
his  w^ishes  to  serve  us,  expressed  with  much  civility  and  good 
nature.  Accidents  have  hindered  us  hitherto  firom  going  into 
the  country,  there  seems  no  ohstade  left  now,  and  I  int^id  to 
leave  this  place  in  two  days,  and  on  the  third  begin  drink  the 
goat  whey.  My  duty  to  the  GeneraL 
I  am,  dear  Bfadam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affiactionate  son, 

J.  Worn 

The  old  General  had  had  information  from  one  Captain 
Hindes,  wlioin  he  mvt  in  London,  that  the  20th  was  to  depart 
immediately.    Wolfe  ei^plaius  that  this  was  an  error. 

To  ills  1?  ATHJili. 

Fertfa,  Jm$  82^  1700. 
Dear  Sn, — ^When  Lord  Buiy  went  into  the  Highlands,  I 
left  Perth  in  order  to  dnnk  the  goat  whey.  His  return  has 
brou^t  me  back  to  the  regunent  much  sooner  than  I  should 
have  oome,  had  I  considered  my  health  only,  but  something  is 
doe  to  him  in  this  country  where  the  want  of  proper  company 
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ninl%f  s  his  stay  here  very  unpleasant.  The  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment are  vjtsflv  (lis^x^rscd ;  and  he  is  sometnnes  at  a  lo«!«  for 
people  to  (  <)n\trse  with.  He  expects  leave  to  retire  vc*y  soon, 
and  certainly  won't  stay  long  after  obtaining  it. 

I  (hank  the  whey  and  went  into  a  cold  hxilh  Iburteen  days, 
in  that  time  I  found  such  an  alteration  for  the  better,  that,  if  I 
bad  been  at  liberty  to  continue  that  way  of  life  a  moutli  longer, 
I  make  no  doabt  but  it  muM.  ham  been  of  eonndarabk  advaa- 
Ugt,  Hie  maidi  cf  two  comiMaiieB  into  Angus  has  perhaps 
made  Mr.  Hindes  imagine  tbat  the  wbole  bettatioa  was  to 
cliange  their  quartan,  eflfieeially  aa  Ftaltenej^s  moved  early  in 
the  summer  to  Aberdeenshire,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  we 
shall  leave  Perth  befofe  the  middle  of  Octobisr*  It  will  take 
the  remainder  of  that  month  to  clothe  the  men,  and  aettle  them 
in  their  new  qumrteiii  and  that  is  what  Xiocd  Boiy  aqpecti  I 
ahould  see  done. 

Hind^  is  lately  mm]v  a  Captain  Tjeiitonrmt  in  \\\v  At  tilU'rv; 
he  has  risen  from  a  low  licL^n-ee,  by  constant  apphc  atidn  am  i  l^cmxI 
behaviour.  He  has  uncominon  civility  in  his  way,  and  1  believe, 
many  valuable  quiilities.  His  successor  in  the  company  died  a 
few  days  after  his  arrival.  I  had  intoi mnl lou  liuui  a  very  safe 
hand,  tliat  it  was  your  intention  to  make  no  distinction  between 
the  Major  and  Lt.  Colonel  in  one  particular.  I  proceeded  upon 
those  grounds,  and  have  aa  appeaia  by  your  letter  confismed  to 
your  indioationi  which  in  this  and  eveiy  thing  else  I  always  find 
to  be  greatly  in  my  fiiKVOur,  My  dn;^  to  my  mother* 
I  am,  dear  Sir^ 

Your  moat  obedient  and  aifectionafte  eon, 

J.  WouXi 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Colonel  Lafausillc,  now  actual 
commander  of  Wolfe's  regiment,  was  the  officer  who  ravaged  the 
country  of  the  rebels  after  Cuiloden. 

To  HIS  F ATUfia, 

Pprth,  15^/1  JuJy,  1750. 
Dkau  Sni. — YouUl  be  perhaps  surprised  that  Loixi  Bury 
should  be  refused  Iwive  to  go  to  England  ;  the  King's  absence 
is  given  as  a  reason  for  keeping  tis  many  officei"s  ils  possible  to 
their  duty :  and  though  he  had  got  to  Ediitburgh  in  his 
way  to  Baby  Castle  a  letter  met  him  there  thai  changed  hie 
routes 
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Eveiything  in  tScotUnd  is  in  the  most  perfect  calm  and 

quiet.  But  late  discoveries  have  made  it  very  apparent  that 
the  tmn(|uillity  of  this  country  is  nohow  so  well  secured  iis 
by  a  cousulerable  armed  body  ;  and  li  a  ho<\\  is  now  so 
disposed  throughout  the  whole  Highlands  tliat  any  attempt 
must  be  crushed  in  the  beginning.  The  Higlilanders  are  so 
nairowly  watched  that  they  are  even  forced  to  abandon  their 
^BLVouiite  practice  of  steaUng  cattle,  and  are  either  reduced  to 
live  lionestlj  and  industriouBljry  ot  starve  tiinnii^  excen  cf 
idleness. 

Since  I  writ  my  last  letter  to  jou,  I  have  been  in  a  oountiy 
where  Colonel  LafiuisiUe^s  name  is  still  dreadful  in  their  ean, 

and  where  we  have  a  detachment  chiefly  intended  to  prevent  the 
officers  of  the  Scotch  regiments  in  the  French  service  from 
recmiting.  I  went  Uuee  days  successively  a-shootii^  in  the  hills 
from  five  in  the  morning  till  night.  I  never  knew  such  fatigue. 
Some  amends  were  made  us  by  the  quantity  of  ^nme  and  ele- 
gance of  tlie  i>port ;  but  I,  who  am  a  very  bad  shot,  had  an  equal 
share  of  the  labour  and  less  of  the  entertainment. 

Some  officers  of  other  regiments  are  come  to  Scotland  from 
Gibraltar.  Most  of  thcrn  are  very  well  pleased  with  the  place 
and  don't  express  any  dislike  to  return  there.  Indeed  they  aie 
Scotch,  a  set  of  men  particularly  in  the  esteem  of  the  present 
governor  (who  was  thought  to  be  a  good  deal  under  that  infiu- 
enoe  here).  Bat  it  is  not  mudi  to  he  wondered  at  that  they  are 
contented  in  any  part  of  the  world;  for  Tm  sure  their  native 
lot  is  fidlen  in  a  faanen  ground. 

I  have  not  received  a  letter  from  my  mother,  I  think,  these 
six  weeks.  Your  feasons  for  her  not  writing  are  very  unpleasing 
ones^  as  they  convince  me  that  she  is  rather  wone  even  than  you 
describe.  T!'is  an  imhappy  distemper  and  the  pain  intolerable. 
She  has  my  sincere  and  constant  wishes  for  her  welfue.  I  beg 
Diy  duty  to  her  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

J.  Wolfe, 

FS. — have  some  thoughts  of  going  this  winter  into  Lor- 
raine^ to  Mets,  or  Thionville,  if  you  approve  the  notion.  If  I 
am  to  be  absent  from  the  regiment,  I  suppose  it  is  the  same 
thing  to  the  Duke  where  I  am,  but  to  mys^  of  va.st  importance. 
I  want  to  be  perfect  in  the  French  language^  There  is  a  fine 
academy  of  artillery  and  the  business  of  an  engineer  at  Metz. 
I  shall  be  glad  of  your  opinion,  by  which  I  shall  always  be 
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rcrrulated.  A  winter  idly  spent  in  London  (and  'tis  difficuU  not 
to  spend  it  idly)  would,  at  this  time,  lie  of  sensible  prejudice; 
perhaps  infuse  such  notions  and  inclinations  as  are  not  to  be  got 
tile  better  of. 

Wolfe's  scorbutic  trouble  grew  more  pronounced  and  he  made 
valiatit  eiiurts  to  counteract  it. 

To  HIS  MOTHBE. 

Dkab  Madam, — I  persuaded  myself  that  lliis  port  would 
have  brought  me  some  news  of  jrour  health,  and  such  as  I  should 
have  leaMm  to  be  pleased  with ;  I  want  to  see  it  under  your  own 
hand,  *tia  to  me  the  most  agreeaUe  proof  of  your  recovay, 
though  one  that  I  oould  wish  never  to  stand  in  the  need  of.  I 
don't  think  since  my  first  kavii^  you  there  ever  has  been  so  long 
an  interval  of  silence  on  your  part,  which  I  am  afraid  does  but 
too  manifestly  imply  your  want  of  health,  you  are  otherwise  too 
good  to  refuse  me  a  satisfaction  that  I  have  always  justly 
reckoned  amont^st  the  greatest  of  my  life.  My  former  com- 
plaint, which  is  now  pronounced  and  declared  to  be  the  scurvy, 
has  broken  out  again  with  more  violence  than  ever;  so  that 
necessarily  some  more  violent  remedy  must  be  applied.  I  am  a 
little  surprised  at  this  second  appearance,  as  my  way  of  living 
has  been  of  late  an  example  of  legolarity ;  I  have  never  diank» 
and  do  upon  all  oocasions  abstain  from  strong  food;  and  in 
genenl  eat  veiy  moderately,  so  that  there  must  have  been  in  my 
constitution  a  strong  propensity  to  that  disorder ;  all  mankind 
more  or  less  have  the  seeds  of  it  in  their  blood,  and  it  discovers 
itself,  I  suppose,  in  proportion  to  the  encouragement  it  meets 
with ;  though  this  seems  to  be  contradicted  in  me ;  to  remove 
all  apprehensions  on  your  side,  T  must  acquaint  you,  that  it  never 
has  or  docs,  break  out,  anywhere  but  tipon  my  hands,  a  part  the 
least  aflTct  ted  by  most  other  disteiujiers.  I  heartily  wish  you 
well  and  hope  to  hear  soon  that  you  are  so, 
I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  must  ubcdieut  and  aiTectionate  son 

J.  Worn 

Although  a  great  deal  of  oanespondenoe  had  passed  between 
Lord  Boiy  and  his  lieutenant-Colond  in  the  Hi^ilands,  yet  the 
former  had  not  yet  visited  the  regiment.    Wolfe  was  snatching  a 
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brief  holiday  in  the  country  when  he  had  word  that  the  new 
colon L'l  was  coming  to  Perth.  He,  therefore,  retunied  to  that 
city  towards  the  end  of  June,  and  got  the  regiment  into  condition 
for  inspection.  Bury  was  a  man  of  fashion,  and  by  no  means 
inclined  to  wa&te  much  time  in  such  a  God-fursaken  spot  as  the 
HigUaoda.  Hme  weeks  sufficed  for  him  to  leave  London,  review 
his  regiment,  look  in  at  Stilling,  Perth  and  Fort  Aagastai»  and 
letoni.  He fbundtas  he  expected^ that  he  hada  good  man  to  take 
the  work  off  his  hands,  end  was  bj  no  means  inclined  to  listen 
^mpathetically  to  Wcdfe^  dierished  plan  of  a  long  Ibrlon^  or 
one  which  could  take  place  immediately,  Tliere  was  a  great  deal 
of  regimental  labour  in  getting  the  men  properly  equipped,  and 
August  and  September  and  October  wore  away  and  found  him  still 
at  Perth  aTid  its  neighbourhood,  dreaming  of  perfectirif^  his  mili- 
tary education  at  Metz  or  Thionvillc.  As  the  summer  WOie  OQ, 
however,  VV olle's  health  and  spirits  improved. 

To  HIS  MoTIL£&. 

Perth,  \m  Augwit,  17fiO. 

Dbae  Madam, — ^Though  your  letter  has  in  it  some  unpleasant 
partieuhn,  the  weak  condition  of  your  health  is  by  ftr  Ihe  more 
sa  It  is  easy  for  us  all  to  bear  up  against  attadcs  of  a  lesser 
kind,  but  to  be  disabled  and  cut  off  by  distemper  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life  and  common  tranquillify  is  the  heaviest  of  all  calami- 
ties.  For  some  years  past  we  have  b^gun  a  course  of  good  for- 
tune, preserved  and  protected  where  was  most  need,  and*  my 
brother's  death  excepted,  free  from  affliction.  We  may  make 
some  allowance  now,  and,  for  my  part,  who  am  Hkely  to  be  the 
greatest  sufiercr  hv  any  diminution  of  the  stock,  I  can  easily 
console  myself  for  losses  that  w  wy.  All  I  desire  is,  that  you  two 
nuiV  meet  with  no  disturbiiuee  to  youi*  own  persons,  but  pass 
your  days  in  health  and  peace.  I  heartily  wish  that  these  lighter 
accidents  may  not  interrupt  your  felicity,  which  I  would  have 
fixed  upon  the  firmest  foundation. 

It  is  extremely  good  in  you  to  endeavour  to  set  the  business 
of  the  mortgage  in  a  dear  li^j^t,  as  the  motive  to  that  under* 
taking  is  of  a  generous  nature.  I  am  pcnuaded  the  sums  will 
answer  your  expectation.  If  not  we  are  only  where  we  were ; 
for  it  has  long  been  thought  desperate.  It  will  be  some  satiafiu;- 
tion  that  we  have  not  been  wanting  on  our  side  to  recover  what 
the  nof^lect  of  our  pretended  friends  had  thrown  away. 

I  have  but  just  returned  irom  Lord  Glenorchy's,  where  I 
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stayed  a  week.  Jjidy  (ilenorchy  is  your  acquaintance,  and 
exj)resse.s  a  ^eat  regard  ibr  you.  She  say?^  you  have  surprising 
,  luck  at  quadrille,  and  bid  me  tell  you  sliu  wishes  it  may  continue. 
The  poor  woman  is  in  a  state  ot  banishment;  she  hates  the 
couiiLiy  and  dislikes  the  inhabitants.  Her  love  to  her  husband, 
and  immoderate  fundne&s  of  her  young  son,  are  just  enough  to 
make  her  stay  toleraUe.  They  invited  and  mtertained  bm  wiUi 
all  imaginable  dvility.^ 

George  Watde  nnade  me  a  viait  of  four  daya.  I  oooild  not 
help  bei^  aataniahail  at  the  gfa«igthof  hkundentandhig  whidi 
I  never  dieeovered  io  fbiUy  befimb  To  that  he  has  added  a  jaat 
and  upri^t  ivay  of  ihinMag  very  aneommon,  and  the  strictest 
moiBla  of  any  young  man  amongrt  my  aoquatntance ;  this  laat 
non^  Murprise  you,  because  he  was  never  reckoned  vicious.  He 
is  extremely  indifferent  to  prefeniient  and  high  employment  in 
the  army,  partlv  from  his  defect  of  speech,  but  princijKilly  from 
an  easiness,  or  nither  indolence,  of  temper  that  make  him  unfit 
to  bear  a  li^vy  part  in  hfe. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  VVou^K. 

Hi«  next  epistle  is  full  of  his  JE'rmch  projecL 
To  hisFatujilb. 

Perth,  IH  September,  1760. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  glad  to  have  your  approbation  in  whatever 
I  undertake,  espedally  in  thoae  things  that  are  moat  woclJi  joor 
oonoderation,  and  are  of  importance  to  mysel£  The  amoranoeB 
you  give  me  of  your  aMistanoe  are  kind  and  friendly.  If  the 
n«|neit  be  properly  examined,  there  can  he  no  objection  to  it; 
for  I  aak  no  more  than  an  opportunity  to  be  better  acquainted 
with  tiie  duty  of  an  olBeer,  and  to  hare  it  in  my  power  to  tpeak 
the  H^Kodi  language  comctly^ — » language  that  is  now  in  such 
general  use.  For  idleness  or  amusement  I  need  not  go  out  of 
London,  or  at  least  not  further  than  Paris ;  but  a^  the  business 
I  am  going  uj)on  will  rp(|uire  all  my  Inhour  lund  atteiition,  I 
chm«  to  be  at  a  distance  from  any  t<  nipt  ition.  If  tlie  Duke 
consents,  it  will  \m  with  regrtt ;  for  the  |H  rtrc  tion  of  militaxy 
knowledge,  in  his  lioyal  Highncss'^s  eye,  is  the  connnand  of  a 
raiment  to  men  of  our  rank,  uiid  his  notion  of  care  aiid  diiigent^ 

*  VLscouiit  (jlenorchy,  sou  of  the  third  Earl  of  Krfar^nlKinc,  resided  at 
Hailodi  Cajitle.  near  Perth.  Hia  wile  wm  VV'iliieliua.  dauifiiUir  of  Wiliiam 
lls»i«UsfPMi.  ^ 
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centres  entirrly  in  sticking  eternally  at  the  same  point,  vias.  the 
batUilion  ;  though  I  could  undertake  to  make  it  appear  that 
nothing  is  more  necessary  towards  doing  one »  part  well  than  a 
little  rei»pite  at  convenient  seasons. 

Lord  Bury,  too,  will  with  difficulty  be  brought  to  heirken  to 
muh  a  propoHkL  I  Intend  to  try  him  in  a  post  or  two^  and  ask 
ten  monthB*  leave  at  onoe.  Though  I  have  all  the  reaMms  in  the 
world  to  be  aatisfied  with  hit  bdiavioar  to  me,  yet  there  are 
many  circumstances  that  foretell  his  oppoiitloii;  but  the  manner 
in  which  he  will  express  himself  will  leave  me  no  room  to  be  dis- 
pleased even  with  a  denial  on  his  part,  or  rather  he'll  endeavour 
to  satisfy  me  of  his  good  intentions,  and  fix  the  refusal  some* 
where  else. 

I  shall  be  cruelly  disiippoiiited  if  this  fails,  for  iriv  time  of 
application  will  soon  be  over,  and  the  sooner  by  the  discourage- 
ment and  mortification  that  follow  the  disa[)poi!itiiient.  If 
General  Mordauiit  is  in  town,  I  can  write  to  him.  He  inay  say 
something  upon  the  occasion  that  mig^t  be  serviceable. 

DonnellMi  eomplains  bitterly  of  Gibraltar ;  he  derires  me  to 
apeak  to  you  in  iktoor  of  him,  but  as  it  is  a  rq^mental  business^ 
I  shall  be  tender,  thoui^  I  heartily  wish  he  could  be  indulged. 

The  letter  you  cncloocd  is  quite  unintelligible^  Either  the 
writer  meant  to  be  perfectly  facetious,  or  the  letter  is  not  oome 
to  the  proper  person,  for  it  is  in  a  cfaarBcter  that  I  am 
TOMmqiiaintiid  with.^ 

I  beg  my  daty  to  my  mother, 

And  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wourx. 

The  Wolfes  at  Greenwich  were  now  seeking  for  another  hou&e. 

7*0  MSB  MOTHXB. 

Pertii,       atpttuAer,  17M. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  a  little  later  in  answering  your  letter 
than  I  ought  to  b&  The  truth  is,  I  have  been  at  a  gentleman^s 

house  in  the  country,  where  they  would  not  allow  me  leisure 

even  to  do  the  mc^t  pleasing  parts  of  my  duty,  and  liindpred  me 
from  'WTiting  to  you.  Tm  sorry  to  li^ar  that  kiinvc  ry  lias  ci  l  pt 
into  your  town,  and  to  your  very  doors.  These  are  iuterrup- 
tioiis  and  inconveniences  in  life  that  we  are  in  England  very 
much  troubled  with,  and  yet  much  more  to  be  desired  than  the 

^  A  miasive  from  a  ladyj  complamiug  of  Colonel  WoliiB's  n^loet  of  the  sex. 
K  9 
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murdering  blcK)dv  genius  of  the  other  nut  ions.    The  mildness  of 
our  lawR  does  not  enough  discourage  the  practice  of  robbing,  but 
in  a  great  measure  prevents  the  terrible  effects  of  despair. 
•  •••••• 

I  hope  Lady  Vanbrugh  will  accept  your  offer ,  or  it"  slie  does 
not,  I  hope  youll  come  up  to  her  price.  A  good  and  healthy 
ntuation  can^  be  piucbMed  at  too  high  a  rate,  and  the  Castle 
yoa  speak  o(  if  I  remember  right,  is  so  situated.^  I  want  to 
have  you  well  fixed  in  a  comfortable  house  In  a  wholesome  air, 
and  when  jou  pfocure  that  for  youndves,  youll  help  me  to  a 
great  share  of  tranquillity  that  I  am  unacquainted  with^  while 
there  remains  anytfaiiDg  to  be  done  that  can  furnish  you  with 
the  means  of  happiness.  I  give  you  my  word  that  though  I 
have  in  myself  a  wandering  and  unsettled  tnrn  of  mind,  regard- 
less of  any  fixed  condition,  and  indiirerenl  as  to  many  of  the 
great  concerns  of  life,  yet  I  am  pert'et  tly  sternly  when  I  consider 
of  your  well-boing,  and  earnestly  bent  upon  seeing  you  in  t^uiet 
possession  ot  the  few  things  that  are  necessary  to  satisfy  your 
moderate  desires.  I  am  delighted  to  hear  you  say  my  faUier  has 
been  so  weQ  this  sommer.  Am  I  never  to  eat  figs  with  faim  in 
his  own  garden?  How  readily  could  I  resign  my  militaiy 
aulhorilyy  and  lay  down  my  oommand,  for  the  pleasure  of 
walking  with  him  upon  the  dry  ground  and  gathering  his 
frusti 

There's  no  fish  in  this  part  of  the  world  but  salmon  ;  in  the 
Orkneys  and  Shetlands  there  are  various  kinds,  and  well  cured. 
I  donU  believe  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  what  you  want,  though  I 
have  not  the  Ix'st  talents  for  those  sort  of  things.  In  this  T 
resemble  a  fi  iend  of  yours  most  exactly.  I  wish  there  w<uj  as 
strong  a  resemblance  in  many  other  respects.  I  never  give  any- 
thing away  that  I  intend  for  you,  but  I  think  the  hood  i&  hardly 
worth  your  acceptance.  I  believe  my  father  did  not  get  the 
skins  I  brought  ftom  Holland.  I  have  sent  to  Norway  iat  most 
degsnt  fan ;  enough  for  linings  of  all  sorts. 

My  journey  to  London  will  be  very  short,  if  the  Duke  gives 
me  leave  to  go  abroad;  if  not,  I  move  but  slowly,  and  visit  my 
unde  Tin  and  the  rest.  It  matters  little  what  season  of  the 
year  I  travel  in,  for  I  am  absolutely  as  hard  as  flint,  and  can 

'  Vfinbru^h  Castle,  Ulackheath,  built  by  the  fiimons  urrbit^ct  and 
dramatist.  It  was  occupied  by  his  widow,  who  gurvived  him  htly  years. 
She  acid  it  eventoally  to  Lord  Tyrawley,  who,  in  turn,  diapgsea  of  tiia 
property  to  ChuiesBwttf  the  WoUes*  frimd  at  Greenwich. 
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bear  all  the  extremes  of  heat  and  odd  that  are  known  in  th«ie 
dimaten  with  great  eaae. 

My  duty,  etc., 

J.  W0LF£. 

I  regret  Mrs.  Cade's  mkfortune.^ 

At  the  beginning  of  October  the  regiment  assembled  at 
Dundee  for  the  purposes  of  being  equipped  with  clothing,  etc,  and 
for  the  next  four  or  five  weeks  Wolfe  had  his  hands  full.  Yet  he 
fband  time  for  a  long  letter  to  Riekson. 

To  CarrAiM  Rrcnov. 

DandMj  Odobett  1760. 
Bbar  Ricdon, — You  were  embarked  long  before  I  thoQ|^t 
you  ready  for  your  expedition  (to  Nova  Scotia)  and  sailed  before 
I  could  imagine  you  on  board  I  intended  to  have  bid  you  fare> 
well,  and  sent  my  ijoofl  wishes  to  nttond  yon.  Indeed,  T  was  not 
without  hopes  of  litarin'^  from  my  friend  before  he  went  ofi ;  for 
upon  such  changes  he  seldom  forgot  to  make  me  acquainted  with 
his  destination.  T  am  not  entirely  indifferent  as  to  what  befalls 
yoii,  and  should  have  Ixien  glad  to  know  how  such  aii  under- 
taking as  this  is,  agreed  with  your  way  of  thinking;  and 
idiether,  after  a  good  deal  of  service  you  wiould  not  rather  have 
sat  down  in  peace  and  rest;  or  if  your  active  spirit  prompts  you 
to  enterprise,  and  pushes  you  to  ptitsoits  new  end  uncommon  $ 
whether  this,  (the  expedition)  certainly  great  in  its  nature,  suits 
your  inclination.  Since  I  cannot  be  clearly  informed  of  these 
matters  till  I  hear  from  you  I  shall  content  myself  with  enter- 
taining some  conjectures  that  are  favotuable  to  your  interests. 
You  are  happy  in  a  governor ;  and  he'll  be  happy  to  have  one 
near  him  that  can  be  so  serviceable  to  him  as  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  be.  I  dare  say  you  are  on  good  terms  toilet  her,  and 
mutual  aid  will  ronfinii  your  former  friendship.  He  will  require 
from  you  indusLry  and  a.sMduity ;  and  in  retiim  you  may  expect 
his  confidence  and  trust.  I  look  upon  his  situation  as  requiring 
one  of  his  very  way  of  thinking,  before  all  things  else :  for  to 
setUe  a  new  colony,  justice,  humanity  and  disinterestedness  are 
the  hi^  requisites ;  the  rest  follows  from  the  excellent  nature 
of  our  Government,  which  extends  itsdf  in  fiill  force  to  its 
remotest  dependency* 

>  She  liad  been  robbed,  wliile  nndw  the  WolM  roefj  by  a  Seoteh  fbotowa 
James  *')  who  deosmped. 
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In  what  a  state  of  felicity  are  our  American  colonies  com- 
pared to  those  of  other  nations;  and  liovv  blessed  are  the 
Americans  that  are  in  our  neighbouriiood  above  those  that 
border  upon  the  Fr^ch  and  Spaniards.  A  free  people  cannot 
oppress ;  but  despotism  and  bigotry  find  muBoim  cmong  the 
most  iimooeDt.  It  Is  to  the  eternal  bonour  of  tiie  English  nation 
that  we  have  bdped  to  heal  the  wound  given  hy  the  Spaniards 
to  mankind  by  thdr  eraelty»  pride  and  oovetoosness.  V^thin 
the  influence  of  our  happy  Government,  all  nations  are  in 
securify.  The  barrier  you  are  to  fonn,  will,  if  it  takes  place, 
strengthen  ourselves,  protect  and  support  all  our  adherents  ;  and 
as  I  pretend  to  have  some  concern  for  the  general  good,  and  a  vast 
desire  to  see  the  propagation  of  freedom  nnd  truth,  I  am  veiy 
anxious  aliouf.  the  success  of  this  undertaking,  and  do  most 
sincerely  wish  that  it  may  have  a  prosperous  issue.  I  tliink  it  is 
vastly  worth  your  while  to  apply  yourself  to  business.,  you  that 
are  so  well  acquainted  with  it :  and  without  any  compliment,  I 
may  venture  to  assert  that  ComwaUiB  has  few  moreoqplafale  to  do 
him*  and  the  public,  oonsideraUe  service  than  yourselfl 

I  beg  you  will  teU  me  at  large  the  condition  of  your  affitirs 
and  what  kind  of  order  there  is  in  your  community ;  the  notions 
that  prevail ;  the  method  of  administering  justice  ;  the  distribu- 
tion of  lands,  and  their  cultivation ;  the  nations  that  composed 
the  ookmy  and  who  are  the  most  numerous ;  if  under  military 
government,  how  long  that  is  to  continue;  and  what  se<'t  in 
religious  affairs  is  the  most  prevailing.  If  ever  you  advise  upon 
this  last  subject,  remember  to  be  moderate.  I  siipjxise  the 
Governor  ha.-s  some  sort  of  council,  and  should  l)e  glmi  to  know 
what  it  is  composed  of.  llie  southern  colonies  will  be  concerned 
in  tliis  settlement,  and  have  probably  sent  some  able  men  to 
anist  ywt  with  tiidr  advice,  aiid  with  a  proper  plan  of  adminifr- 
tration.  Tdl  me  likewise  what  climate  you  live  in,  and  what 
soil  yon  have  to  do  with ;  whethv  the  countiy  b  monntaimms 
and  woody,  or  |>lain ;  if  well  watered. 

I  see  by  a  map  (now  before  me)  that  you  are  between 
44  and  46  degrees  of  latitude;  in  most  parts  of  Euroj>e  the 
air  is  wanner  by  several  degrees,  because  we  are  sheltered  by  the 
prodigious  forests  of  Norway  and  Lapland  from  the  north  winds. 
I  am  atiraid  you  are  more  exposed  ;  your  great  cold  continent  to 
the  north  may  exert  sonie  severe  effects  upon  you.  Direct  to  me 
at  your  agenfs  ...  It  yon  think  1  can  serve  you  or  Ik?  of  any 
Ube,  I  ...  I  will  send  you  anything  you  have  a  mind  ior,  when 
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.  .  .  directuniB  to  have  it  sent  for  I  expect  ...  to  go  abroad 

for  eight  or  ten  months  ;  do  not  let  the  circumstance  prevent  you 
from  writing.  I  set  out  for  London  next  week  if  it  is  alloiied, 
shall  be  in  less  than  forty  days  settled  at  Metz,  in  Lorraine, 
where  I  propose  to  pass  tlio  winter ;  you  will  easily  guess  tny  aim 
in  that.  T  intend  to  ramble  in  tlie  summer  along  flic  Rhine 
into  Switzerland,  and  back  thrtMiL^Ki  France  and  the  Neth*  ilands 
and  perhaps  niore.  I  hope  xon  h;\\e  a  good  provision  of  hooks. 
Rutherford  h;is  published  hi.s  ;  and  tliere  is  a  Frenchman  Iul^  told 
me  many  excellent  truths,  in  two  volumes,  entitled,  "  L'Esprit 
des  Loit.*^  It  b  a  pkoe  of  miting  that  would  he  of  great  nae 
where  yoa  are.   WiU  yon  have  him  ? 

T&\  Corowalltt  that  I  thank  him  for  makhig  me  a  lien- 
tenant-Colonel  *  (which,  by-the-hye,  yon  did  not  take  the  kaat 
notice  oO ;  if  I  was  to  rise  by  his  merit,  as  upon  this  occasioOf  I 
should  soon  be  at  the  top  of  the  list.  He  promised  to  write  to 
some  of  us,  but  has  not :  they  are  not  the  leas  ardent  for  his 
prosperity ;  and  the  whole  corps  unites  in  one  common  wish  for 
his  welfare  and  success.   Pray  tell  him  so,  as  yon  may  do  it  safely. 

Your  old  corps  comes  back  frnm  Gilualter  next  summer. 
Do  vou  know  Ibat  Conway  has  ^rul  ;i  coui^>any  over  Thompson 
by  Elkins's  death  ?  I  will  coirc^pond  constantly  with  you  in 
whatever  part  of  the  world  we  happen  to  be  thrown,  provided 
yoQ  do  not  finroe  me,  by  neglect,  to  leave  off  writing.  We  hai^ 
but  this  one  way  left  to  preserve  the  remembianoe  dT  each  other 
as  lively  as  I  omild  with,  and  as  I  hope  you  da  Thedd Gcnend 
(his  fiither)  yoor  iriend»  preserves  his  health,  and  is  ...  he  has 
often  wished  to  have  you  again  in  his  r^^iment.  Farewell  1  I 
am  most  affMtionately}  my  dear  Rickson, 

Your  faithful  £nend, 

J.  WOLVS. 

After  all  the  young  officer's  hope*^  nnrl  aspirations,  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  little  st-jiggering,  when  liis  leave  of  absence  came  at  last  to 
have  it  atxompanii  d  by  Lord  liurv's  intimation  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief objected  to  his  gonig  abioiul.  lYirLwell  then  to 
his  dreams  of  MeLc  oi  Tliiouvdle.  It  was  a  cruel  blow,  and  illus- 
trates either  Cumberland's  narrowness  or  else  his  fear  that  Wolfe, 
disgostod  with  the  prospects  his  professlra  held  out  to  him  in 
Britain,  w«nild  be  tempted  to  enter  the  Prussian  service. 

1  Moutesquieu'g.    First  published  at  Geneva  in  1748. 
*  See  ante,  p.  119. 
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To  HU  Fatbjsb. 

Dundee,  7fh  octohrr,  1750. 
Dear  Sir,— Though  I  ought  never  to  make  \  (>u  any  excuse, 
because  it  ought  never  to  be  necessary,  I  can  sitfely  .say  tliat  I 
have  had  something  to  do  for  this  week  pa^L  When  a  regiment 
moves  from  one  set  of  quarters  to  another,  you  know  the 
oommandltig  officer  may  find  full  employment  Tlie  last  diviakm 
came  to  the  Town  on  October  Ist,  and  we  have  ever  sinoe  been 
Intent  apon  getting  the  companiee  that  aie  to  move  in  condition 
to  march.  It  will  be  the  lM)th  before  my  part  is  done  and  about 
fht  Sith,  if  no  accident  prevents  it,  and  my  leave  is  granted  in 
fonn»  I  shall  set  out  for  England.  In  my  Lord  Bury''s  last 
Irtter  I  am  told  not  to  think  of  going  abroad,  for  that  H.  Pitt 
is  against  it.  I  acquiesce  for  this  singlo  reason  :  that  there  is  a 
necessity  to  submit,  though  my  iiu  linations  lead  me  a  different 
way.  How  much  docs  the  i)ukc  nustake  my  sentiments,  or  how 
greatly  does  he  oppose  the  only  method  that  can  be  fallen  upon 
to  preserve  any  knowledge  of  military  afiairs  in  the  army.  I 
shan't  say  to  introduce  it,  for  infinite  pains  have  been  taken  to 
make  us  acquainted  with  some  particular  bnmciies»  which  yet,  do 
not  amount  to  all  that  may  be  required  fixmi  an  officer.  I 
believe  you  would  be  veiyglad  to  see  your  wm  from  amongst  the 
Ignorant,  and  wish  to  have  a  representative  something  worthy  of 
yourself ;  from  which  I  conclude,  that  your  oooomi  at  this  dis- 
appointment will  not  be  less  than  mine. 

Spending  a  couple  of  dap  in  Edinburgh,  on  November  4 
Wolfe  took  the  stnrre  ooach  to  York,  making  the  joumey  In 
about  thirty-six  hours. 

To  HIS  MOIHSB. 

York,  Bth  Noxvmher,  1750. 
Dear  Madam, — As  I  am  excessively  fatigued  you"'ll  excuse 
my  giving  you  a  veiy  short  account  of  myself.  I  set  out  from 
Edinburgh  on  Sunday  the  4th  Inst,  and  came  that  day  to  BeUbid 
with  the  most  fiivourable  weather  imaginable.  Yesterday  I 
travdled  from  Belford  to  Durham  In  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain, 
and  this  day  reached  this  city  by  7  at  night,  though  opposed 
by  many  difficulties,  of  which  ^e  overflowing  of  some  riven  were 
not  the  least  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  Father,  and  am 

Dear  Madam,  etc. 

J.  WOIA 
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From  thence  he  did  not  fail  to  call  upon  his  maternal  relations 
tiie  TbmpKm  and  Sotherans  ^  at  Sotterington,  Pomfipet  and  Teny- 
liri«]ge.  On  the  14th  he  arrived  in  the  capital^  thinking  to  go  on 
to  Gieenwkh  to  join  hia  parents,  but  they  had  already  dianged 
<|Qarten  for  town* 

No  more  serious  wound  could  have  been  given  to  Wolfe  than 
the  thwarting  of  his  dearest  wishes  which  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
abetted  and  insti^ted  by  Lord  Buiy,  had  inflicted.  It  was  a 
serious  cri**?'!  in  onr  voung  hero's  life  thus  to  be  condemned  to  pass 
a  whole  winter  amidst  the  follies  and  the  vices  and  the  idleness  of 
London  when  the  capital  was  already  odions  to  him  by  reason  of 
his  disappoiiitment  in  love.  Wolfe  was  a  youtli  of  singularly  strong 
character,  lie  htul  always  despised  the  follies  and  the  excesses  of 
many  of  his  brother  ofRcers.  Everything  in  the  tone  of  the  age 
fii¥oared  a  weakening  of  the  morsl  fibre ;  it  was  the  age  par  ecned- 
ienee  of  the  rake,  the  gambler,  and  the  wine-bibber.  liofligacy  and 
idleness,  however,  offfsred  few  attraetions  to  the  yoathiul  lieutenant* 
ookmeL  Vice  was  not  in  his  oompoaitioii.  Bat  he  was  supremely 
miserable.  For  a  fbrtni^t  he  soogbt  to  drown  his  sorrow  in  a 
flood  of  Westminster  diX|iienoe.  He  attended  the  debates  in 
Parliament,  and  took  the  measure  of  the  orators  and  politicians  of 
the  day.  One  debate  particularly  interested  him — that  relating  to 
Nova  Scotia  and  tlie  American  Colonies,  yet,  perhaps,  with  nopre- 
sentiinLiit  of  what  awaited  himself  across  the  Atlantic.  He  could 
no  longer  contain  hiiusolf.  Some  hasty  words  of  his  provoking  a 
scene  with  his  parents  he  abruptly  qiiitt«i  their  ruof,  and  plunged  for 
the  first  &ad  only  time  in  his  life  in  the  dissipations  of  London.  The 
oanse  of  the  quarrel  was,  of  coarse,  Bfiss  Lawsoo.  He  bridled  when 
Itis  mother  repeatedly  termed  it  as  a  sfflselfnw  paadoo,  but  the  flood- 
gates of  his  anger  were  opened  wide  indeed  when  Mn.  Wolfe  hinted 
at  the  gallantries  of  his  mamorak^*  mother.  He  hotiiy  repdled  the 
Insinaation,  and  demanded  who  dared  to  say  such  a  thing,  and  was 
told  that  his  old  friend,  Charles  Brett,  knew  all  about  it.  His  in- 
dignation was  scarcely  lessened  when  his  mother  urged  him  to  pay 
bis  suit  to  Miss  Hoskins,  the  Croydon  heiress,  and  perhaps  he  felt 
some  malicious  pleasure  a  few  weeks  later  when  he  heard  that  John 
Warde  of  Squerryes  had  already  proposed  for  that  young  lady''s 
hand  aiui  been  accepted.    They  were  married  in  Febniary  1751. 

1  "  The  Sotherons,"  says  Burke,  "  have  been  most  respectably  settled  on 
tiieirown  estates  at  Holm,  Spaldingmorc,  in  the  East  Riding,  and  Hookinflie 

West  Riding,  for  more  than  two  centuries."  William  Sotheron,  Eaq.,  of 
Pontefract,  had  married  Mm.  Wolfe's  sister  Lucy,  co-heiresa  of  her  brother, 
Tlndal  Thompson.   The  £unUy  in  now  represented  by  Lord  Estcourt. 
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BCeBawhile  Wolfe  fell  ill  and  lay  for  some  weeks  in  a  state  of  great 
weaknc<«  and  misery.  When  he  had  patched  himself  togeti^,  he 
took  a  formal  leave  of  his  parents  and  rejoined  hia  regbnent  in 

Scotland. 

Beture  his  departure  he  addressed  a  short  letter  to  his  &ieod 
Kickson. 

To  Captain  Rickson. 

Old  Burlington  Street,  March  191*,  1751. 

Dear  Uk  kson, — I  writ  to  you  six  months  ago  ;  but  as  you 
took  no  notice  of  my  letto*,  I  conclude  you  did  not  receive  it ; 
nay  I  am  almort  fiiie  yim  did  not  leoei^  it,  becaiue  I  ask^d  a 
fimnir  of  you  which  I  think  jxm  would  not  have  idbaed  me^  I 
denred  yon  to  infimn  me  of  the  condition  of  your  new  colony 
(Smk  Scotia,  whidi  I  have  mach  at  heart),  and  was  not  a  little 
curious  to  know  your  particuLur  employment  and  —map  of 
living.  Though  I  have  a  deal  to  say  to  you,  I  canM;  speak  it 
just  DOW,  for  I  am  oonfin''d  in  point  of  time ;  but  as  I  have  the 
same  regard  and  friendship  for  you  that  I  always  had,  I  have  the 
same  desire  to  cultivate  our  good  understanding.  Write  to  me 
then,  and  forget  nothing  that  you  imagine  can  give  me  light  into 
your  affairs.  I  am  going  to  Scotland  in  ten  days ;  your  agent 
will  forward  a  letter  to  me  there. 

Hie  young  gentleman  who  delivers  my  letters  li-is  se  rved  in 
the  regiment  with  me.  Want  of  precaution  and  not  want  of 
honesty,  obhges  him  to  leave  it.  You'll  learn  his  story  from 
Comwallia.  I  desire  you  to  countenance  and  asrist  him  a  little 
and  I  hope  yon  may  not  think  any  warnceB  that  you  may  do  him 
thrown  away.  May  you  he  healtiiy  and  happy.  I  ihall  alwap 
with  it  with  great  truth. 

I  an,  dear  Biekaoii, 

Tour  alftetionale  friend, 

J.  WOLVX, 

(This  letter  is  marked  "Answered  July  22, 1751.^ 

In  April  1751  the  head-quarten  of  the  regiment  were  at 

fiw-distant  Banff. 

Banff  at  this  time  was  dreary,  c  old  aiid  remote,  aiul  the 
first  few  wtiks  of  his  sojourn  thero  must  have  requin-d  nil  the 
philosophy  of  the  young  lieutenant-colonel.^    SoHtude  brought 

*  "Few  places,"  observes  Wright,  '*  were  w(>r<;r  rnlrnktefl  to  *  plnrk  from 
the  memory  m  rooted  sorrow.'   Kx|Ni«ed  to  the  storms  oi  the  North  bee,  it 
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its  reactkm.  WoIM  eye  was  turned  inwaid  upon  himself.  He 
kmged  for  the  society  of  his  own  friends,  and  having  abundant 
leisure,  if  any  man  with  his  duties  to  perform  could  be  said  to  have 
abundant  leisure,  iiululgcd  in  long  letters  to  them.  One  addressed 
to  Captain  Ricksim  weU  deserves  to  be  given  in  full — 

TbCAFTADi  RiCKSON. 

Banff,  m  June,  17/)1. 

My  DEA&  Frikkt>, — I  am  prt  jiJired  to  assist  you  in  your 
apolc^  whenever  you  tliink  it  requisite ;  But  I  desire  you  will 
never  assign  that  as  a  reason  for  not  writing,  which,  in  mj 
ojmiion,  should  prompt  you  for  it  Attacfanients  between  us  of 
oertain  characters  do  generally  arise  from  something  alike  in  their 
ziatures,  and  should  never  fill  from  a  oertain  degree  of  firmness^ 
that  makes  them  the  same  all  the  world  over,  and  incapable  of 
any  diminution.  I  have,  as  you  justly  acknowledge,  a  persever- 
ance in  friendships  that  time,  nor  distance,  nor  circumstances, 
can  defeat — nay,  even  neglect  can  hardly  conquer  it ;  and  you  are 
just  as  warm  and  as  near  me,  in  North  America,  as  you  would 
be  upon  the  spot. 

I  writ  to  you  from  Txindon,  and  sent  my  letter  by  one  that  I 
recommend  for  your  countenance.  I  hope  what  has  befallen 
him  will  be  a  shield  against  accidents  of  that  sort  for  the  future. 
When  I  writ  that  letter,  your  poor  friend  was  in  the  most  dis- 
tress, otherwise  you  should  have  had  more  of  me.  It  is  not  an 
hour  since  I  received  your  letter.  I  shall  answer  all  the  parts  of 
it  as  th^  stand  in  their  order;  and  yon  see  I  lose  no  time^ 
because  in  a  remote  and  solitary  part  of  the  globe. 

I  often  experience  the  infinite  satisfaction  there  is  in  the  only 
one  way  that  is  open  to  communicate  our  thoughts,  and  express 
that  tnily  unalterable  serenity  of  affection  that  is  found  among 
friends,  and  nowhere  else.  I  conceive  it  no  less  comfortahle  to 
you.  I  believe  that  no  man  can  have  a  siTrcen  r  n  nard  for  you 
than  myself,  nor  can  any  man  wish  to  serve  and  a-ssist  you  with 
more  ardour.  The  disappointnient  you  speak  of  affects  me 
greatly,  and  the  more,  fi-s  I  have  been  told  that  you  lived  with 
Corawallis,  and,  consequently,  had  some  employment  near  him 
tiiat  must  be  creditable  and  profitable,  which  I  imagined  you 
filled  with  all  the  integrity,  diligence,  and  skill  that  I  know  you 

was  one  of  the  coldest  and  dreariest  spots  in  Great  Britain,  without  society 
or  commerce^  aud  npproacliable  only  by  a  ford  acroj$8  tlie  wide  river.  * 
Contemporary  Moounts^  hawevsr,  make  l^ff  tu  less  dissgresaUe. 
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pouesscd  of.  I  cannot  otherwise  than  account  for  the  prefer- 
ence given  to  Mr.  Cotterell,  that  there  has  been  an  early 
promise,  or  some  prevailing  recommendation.s  from  England  that 
Comwallis  could  not  resist.  However,  if  I  was  Grovernor,  me- 
thiiiks  I  would  dioose  abool  my  persoii  aome  egperience  and 
mOitaiy  ability,  as  requisite  in  the  afiain  of  a  new  colony, 
flitiuted  as  youn  is,  as  any  bnndi  of  knowledge  whatever. 

Hub  disappointment  is  followed  by  a  lesolntion  in  you  that 
I  approve  of  greatly,  because  it  will  release  yon  from  a  life  that 
cannot  but  be  disagreeable,  and  place  you  where  yon  will  be 
well  received.    But  I  take  it  to  be  a  thing  mudi  easier  conceived 

than  effected ;  for  though  I  grant  that  is  a  beast,  and  fit 

only  to  hunt  the  wildest  of  all  wild  Indians,  yet  his  consent  to 
the  change,  I  doubt^  would  be  very  difficult  to  obtain,  tliuugh 
everything  else  went  smoothly  on,  and  you  know  without  it  the 
matter  rests.  You  have  done  well  to  write  to  my  father.  He 
is  extremely  disposcxi  to  do  you  any  good  oflice,  and  I  shall  take 
care  to  put  him  in  mind,  and  excite  him  by  all  the  motives  that 
will  toudi  him  nearest*  to  assist  you. 

I  thank  you  for  partaking  with  me  in  the  satisfoction  of  a 
promotion.  You  found  your  expectations,  from  my  futtue 
fortune,  upon  the  best  grounds — my  love  and  thorough  sense  for 
your  worth ;  but  I  would  not  wish  you  should  wait  for  my 
power.  I  should  blush  to  see  myself  in  the  capacity.  Take  my 
inclinations  and  good  wishes  in  the  meantime,  and  believe  that 
whatever  falls  to  my  nhare  you  will  have  a  demand  upon.  If 
you  look  round  and  see  my  powerful  rivals  and  conipctitors, 
exaniiiu'  ■who  and  what  they  are  ;  we  must  t>oth  lliink  that  a 
little  laoderatiou  in  uur  views  is  very  betomin^r,  and  very  con- 
sistent with  my  situation.  I  believe  you  arc  of  opinion  with 
me,  that  a  great  deal  of  good  fortune  has  follen  to  my  share 
already. 

You  have  given  me  a  very  satis&ctoty  account  of  the  settle- 
ment, as  for  as  ^u  have  observed  or  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  inquire.  Till  your  letter  came  I  understood  that  we  were 
lords  and  proprietors  of  the  north  coast  of  Fundy  Bay,  for 
there^s  a  vast  tract  of  country  between  that  and  the  river  St  Law- 
rence. It  appears  to  me  that  Acadia  is  near  an  island,  and  the 
spot  where  you  are,  a  very  narrow  space  between  the  Gulf  and 
Bay.  If  f!0,  T  conclude  your  post  will  he  i:;rL'atly  improved  ;  and 
insteml  of  the  >.halh)w  works  that  you  dt\scribe,  soniotliiiig  bub- 
stantiai  will  be  erected,  capable  of  containing  a  large  garrisoa« 
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with  inhafaiteDts  trained  to  tnns^  ill  expectation  of  iutme  wm 
with  France,  when  I  foresee  great  attempt*  to  be  made  in  your 
neighbourhood.  When  I  mj  thus  I  mean  ia  North  America. 
I  hope  it  is  true  what  is  mentioned  in  the  newspapers,  that  a 
strong  naval  armament  proparin^]^  for  your  assist.nncn.  I  wish 
thev  would  inrreaae  your  retain ictit  with  dndts  from  the  troops 
litTc.  T  could  send  you  sonic  vciy  lijood  little  ^ol(:iie^s.  If  our 
proposal  is  a  good  one,  1  will  sliortun  the  work  and  le^n  the 
expense.  The  present  schemes  of  ticonomy  are  destructive  to  great 
undertakings,  narrow  in  tlie  views  anil  ruiaouis  in  the  cousequeuce. 

I  WIS  in  the  House  of  Commons  this  winter,  "whea  great 
amne  of  moncj  ivere  piupused  tor  you,  and  granted  nadilf 
enough.  But  notibing  aaid  of  any  inoean  of  tioopa.  BIr* 
BeiUiam  qioke  veiy  faintly  upon  the  adbgect;  iriahed  gentlemen 
woold  wdl  weigh  the  importaooe  <^  these  undertakingi  before 
thejr  offered  them  for  public  approbatioin*  and  seemed  to  inti- 
mate that  it  might  probably  prodnoe  a  quarrel  with  oiu*  ever- 
lasting  and  irieoonctlable  advenary.  This  I  took  to  be  a  bad 
prognostic ;  a  minister  cool  in  so  great  an  affair,  it  is  oaough  to 
freeze  up  the  whole  !  but  perhaps  there  might  be  a  concealed 
mancEUvre  under  these  appearances,  as  in  case  of  accidents,  "  I 
am  not  to  blame,'*'  "I  was  forced  to  carry  it  on,"*^  and  so  forth ; 
in  th(j  lilt  an  time  I  hope  they  are  vij^orons  in  Mi]  )[iorting  oiu" 
claims.  The  country  is  in  all  shapes  better  than  ue  imagined 
it,  and  the  climate  less  severe ;  the  extent  of  our  territory, 
perhaps,  won't  take  a  vast  deal  of  time  to  dear ;  the  woods  you 
speak  of  are,  I  suppose,  to  the  west  of  ffii^gsneeto  and  wiiliin 
^  Hmlts  that  the  IVsMii  ascribe  &r  themaehres  and  ns^ 

Toon  IS  now  the  dirtiest  as  weQ  as  the  most  insignificant 
and  unpleaflant  branch  of  militaiy  operations ;  no  room  for 
eooisage  and  skiU  to  esert  itself,  no  hope  of  ending  it  bj  a 
decisive  blow,  and  a  perpetual  danger  of  assassination;  these 
ciicomstanoes  discomage  the  firmest  minds.  Brave  men,  when 
tiiey  see  the  least  room  for  oonquest,  think  it  easy,  and  generally 
make  it  so;  but  they  grow  impatient  with  perpetual  disad- 
vantages. I  should  imagine  that  two  or  three  independent 
Highland  companies  might  be  of  use ;  they  are  hardy,  intrepid, 
accustomed  to  a  rough  country,  and  no  ii:i  eat  mischief  if  they  fall. 
How  can  you  better  employ  a  secret  enemy  than  hy  making  his 
end  conducive  to  the  couanun  good  ?  If  this  sentniitiiit  should 
take  wind,  what  an  execrable  and  bloody  being  should  I  be 
considered  here  in  the  midst  of  Popery  and  Jaoobitism ! 
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I  don'^t  undci-stmd  what  is  meant  by  the  wooden  forts  at 
Halifax.  I  have  a  poor  conceit  of  wooden  fortifications,  and 
would  wish  to  have  them  changed  for  ramparts  of  eftrth,  the 
rest  in  time ;  it  is  probaUU  that  the  great  attention  that  mnrt 
be  given  at  lint  to  boilduig  the  haliitatioiMi  and  daaxing  tiie 
groond  aboat  the  town»  left  no  interval  for  other  work ;  hot  I 
hope  to  hear  in  your  nest  letter,  that  oar  principal  city  (Hali- 
hs)  18  conaideiablj  improved  In  strength.  You  gentlemai«  too^ 
with  your  parapet  three  or  foor  leet  thick,  that  a  heavy  shower 
would  diaiolve^  you  ought  to  increase  it,  and  put  yourselves  into 
a  state  of  seeuxity*  You  appear  to  be  the  barrier  and  bulwark 
of  our  settlements  on  the  land,  and  should  be  lodged  in  a 
sufficient  fortress,  and  witli  an  eye  to  enterprise.  I  understand 
by  }'(jui  ftct-oimt  that  the  post  you  occupy^  is  a  verj'  small 
distance  from  the  end  of  the  bay ;  and  should  be  glad  to  know 
how  far  that  is  from  the  nearest  part  of  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  or  from  what  in  tlie  map  appears  to  be  a  lake,  or 
harbour  communicating  with  that  gulf. 

I  rejoice  modi  that  you  commanded  that  detsdunent  with 
which  your 

have  had  oonnge^  in  that  case  you  would  have  overcome  them  in 
battle  under  tl^  eye  of  your  chief;  as  it  was,  he  saw  yon  wdl 
disposed  to  %ht.  Ferhi^  I  am  talking  at  random,  but  it  is 
confomnUe  to  the  idea  I  have  of  this  Colonel  Lawrence^'  whoie 

name  wc  often  see  in  the  papers.  I  suppose  him  to  be  amongst 
the  first  officers  of  the  expedition^  high-minded  himitflfi  and  & 
judge  of  it  in  others  ;  his  ready  march  to  the  ^emy  marks  the 
first,  and  his  bt  iri!;^  the  head  of  your  undertaking  gives  one  an 
opinion  of  his  judgment.  If 'tis  to  his  advantage,  I  di'siro  you 
to  lot  me  have  his  character  at  full  length  ;  perhapis  there\s  a 
strong  mixture,  as  it  generally  happens  in  ardent  men  :  in  that 
ca.se  let's  have  the  best  fully,  and  the  other  slightly  touched.  I 
am  sorry  that  you  arc  not  m>  linked  in  with  some  of  your 
brethren  as  to  form  an  intimacy  and  confidence ;  without  it  the 
worid  is  a  soliture^  and  what  must  your  part  of  it  beP  I  pity 
you  very  heartily,  for  I  am  sure  you  are  very  ready  to  min^ 
with  a  good  disposition.  ^Tisdoohlyamisfiartnna  tohebaaidied 
without  the  rdief  of  books,  or  powibility  of  veedii^;  the  oqIj 
amends  that  can  be  made  to  us  that  are  sequestered  in  the  lonely 

^  Luueubuig. 

'  Ghifenior  of  Nets  SooCia^  who  wss  sftttwsvds  Ateed  ts  mrfsttilBS  Ihs 
fffjuidiim  of  the  AflsdIsQa 
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and  melancholy  spots,  is  that  wc  can  {ill  up  our  time  with  study. 
WIkii  I  am  in  Scotland  I  look  upon  myself  as  an  exile ;  with 
re^jx;ct  to  the  inhabitunts  I  am  so,  for  I  dislike  'em  much  ;  "'tis 
then  I  pick  up  my  best  store,  and  try  to  help  an  indillercnt 
education,  and  slow  fiu:ulti^  ;  and  I  can  8ay  that  I  have  radly 
acqcdred  more  koowkdge  tihat  way»  tliao  in  all  mj  fomtr  life. 

I  would  by  all  means  have  joa  get  home  before  the  next 
winter,  bat  I  donH  approTe  in  tiie  least  of  the  resolution  joa 
seem  to  have  taken  rather  than  continue  in  that  service.  Do 
everything  in  your  power  to  diange,  but  don't  leave  the  army, 
as  you  must  when  you  go  upon  half-pay.  If  there  is  any  female 
in  the  case,  any  reasonable  scheme  for  marriage,  I  have  nothing 
to  say ;  that  knocks  down  all  arguments  ;  they  have  other  sorts 
of  passions  to  support  them.  In  reality,  the  most  I  can  offer 
(were  you  unbiassed)  would  not  amount  to  weighty  matter,  for 
I  see  no  early  appearance  whereon  to  mould  a  l^ait  for  your 
ambition  ;  yet  I  cannot  consent  to  your  leaving  us  entirely,  in 
the  hopes  of  fairer  days.  If  I  did  not  love  you  personally,  and 
wish  your  happiness  very  heartily,  I  should  advise  you  to  stay 
where  you  are,  and  would  say  that  you  ought  to  be  kept  there ; 
and  give*  as  a  reason  for  saying  so^  that  I  do  think  the  infoncj 
of  a  eokny  has  need  of  aUe  hands^  civil  and  militBrf^  to  sustain 
it,  and  I  should  be  for  sacrificing  you  and  all  the  men  of  worth 
to  the  general  good.  You  speak  of  Mr.  Brow  sc,  the  engineer ; 
pi»y  mj  a  word  or  two  €i  his  capacity,  and  tell  me  if  there  are 
among  you  any  connoiseurs  in  that  business. 

Is  the  island  of  St,  John  in  the  possession  of  the  French,  or 
do  we  occupy  it  ?  It  would  Ix'  iinpai doiiable  in  me  if  I  omitted 
to  send  you  intelligence  of  what  is  Ntiniiig  amongst  us  ;  I  mean, 
if  I  kept  from  you  anvtliiiiL;  that  conu's  to  my  knowledge;  but 
in  truth  we  are  here  almost  a.s  jiiuch  in  the  dark  as  to  public 
transactions  as  can  be  conceived;  however,  I  picked  up  some 
atioount  of  the  Act  for  settling  the  Regency,^  and  as  petfaaps 
yoQ  have  not  seen  it»  it  will  be  worth  your  perusal ;  it  is  a 
subject  of  no  small  Importance; 

[An  analysis  of  the  statute  follows.] 

Three  laige  ships  of  war  (guard  ships)  are  sailed  with  the 
Scotch  Fusiliers  and  Conway^s  rqpments  to  relieve  the  King's 
and  SkeltonX  and  they,  as  we  hear,  are  to  march  directly  into 
Scotland,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  a  little  out  of  the  way,  to  carry 
them  from  the  hottest  to  the  coldest   part  of  iiie  King^s 

^  FMeridc,  Frinfie  cl  Wales,  bad  died  on  th»  20th  of  Maidi,  pfsoa^ 
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dominiuiiii ;  if  they  come,  our  regiment  goes  to  Inveniess,  where 
I  shall  remain  all  the  winter;  if  one  only  comes,  or  neither,  I  a;o 
to  Aberdeen.  Loftus  and  Donncllaii  are  both  in  England.  Tlie 
former  had  been  dangerously  ill,  is  a  little  recovered.  Donnellan 
too»  bas  been  out  of  order,  and  is  gone  to  Briitol  for  bealtiL 

I  am  not  mace  whether  I  mentioned  it  or  not  in  my  last 
letter,  but  as  it  is  a  great  grief  to  me^  I  will  baxard  the  repetition 
to  tell  it  yoa  I  got  powerful  peopb  to  ask  the  Buke  no  leas 
than  three  times,  for  leave  to  go  abroad,  and  he  absolutely 
refused  me  that  necessaiy  indnlgence ;  this  I  consider  a  veiy 
unlucky  incident,  and  very  discouraging ;  moreovo*,  he  accom- 
panied his  denial  with  a  speech  that  leaves  no  hope — that  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel  was  an  officer  of  too  high  a  rank  to  be 
allowed  to  leave  his  regiment  for  any  considerable  time.  Tliis 
is  a  dreadful  mistake,  ajid  if  obstinately  pursued,  will  disgust  a 
number  of  good  intentions,  and  preserve  that  prevailing  igno- 
rance of  nulitary  aflairs  tliat  has  been  so  fatal  to  us  in  all  our 
undertakings,  and  will  be  for  ever  so,  unless  other  measures  are 
pursued.  We  fall  every  day  lower  and  bwer  htm  our  real 
cfaanckers,  and  are  so  totally  engaged  in  everything  that  is 
minute  and  trifling,  that  one  would  almost  imagine  the  Idea  of 
war  was  extinguished  amongst  us;  th^  will  hardly  allow  us  to 
recollect  the  little  service  we  have  seen :  that  is  to  say,  the 
merit  of  things  seem  to  return  into  their  old  channel,  and  he  is 
the  brightest  in  his  profession  that  is  the  most  impertinent, 
talks  loudest,  anrl  knows  least. 

I  repeat  it  ni^rain  to  you  that  poor  Porter  left  his  regiment 
with  the  approbation  of  all  his  brethren,  and  with  the  reputa- 
tion of  honesty  and  upright  beiiaviour.  It  will  be  a  charatabie 
tliiiig  to  do  him  any  good  office. 

I  went  to  Loudon  in  November,  and  came  back  in  the  middle 
of  April  In  that  short  time  I  committed  more  imprudent  acts 
than  in  all  my  life  before.  I  lived  in  the  idlest,  dissolute, 
abandoned  manner  that  could  be  conceived,  and  that  not  out  of 
vice,  which  is  the  most  extraordinary  part  ^  it.  I  have  escaped 
at  length,  and  am  once  again  master  of  my  reason,  and  hereafter 
it  shall  role  my  conduct,  at  least  I  hope  ao.  My  father  has 
offered  money  for  the  prettiest-situated  house  in  England,  and  I 
believe  he  will  have  it  for  about  £S000.  It  is  a  great  sum  to  be 
so  employed;  but  as  it  piocures  him  the  pleasure  he  like«,  and 
a  fine  air,  it  is  wi  11  Liifl  out.  It  looks  m  if  he  intended  to  sell 
his  house  in  Greciiwich  since  the  otlier  is  upon  Black  Heath ; 
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tlie  aeir  bridge^  will  enaUe  him  •  .  •  liis  wt^  mnlj  to  8t. 

I  will  write  to  Lofius  to  send  yoo  some  porter  and  the  booki. 
I  c^not  bear  to  hear  you  making  excuses  for  imaginaiy  trouble. 
I  will  .  .  .  hogshead  of  claret  from  Irelaud  to  Gihmltnr.  Yon 
cannot  do  me  a  greater  pi  ensure  than  by  pointing  out  to  me  a 
way  to  relieve  you,  tliougli  v\  ev  so  inconsiderabk  .  \Vnte  to  me 
by  the  first  opportunity,  and  believe  me,  dear  Rk  k.son, 

Ever  your  ftfiectiouate  friend, 

J.  W. 

It  win  be  seen  that  Wolfe  believed  in  the  value  of  two  or  three 
indepaMknt  Higfrlaml  Gompanies  on  aetiva  aarvka  in  Ifarth 
America.  At  this  time  this  was  a  hi^i^f  oirignial  notion.  Bat 
tiie  more  Wolfe  considered  it  the  mora  he  was  convinced  of  ita 
worth.  We  shall  see  how  the  idea  grsw  until  it  came  to  ba 
adopted  by  the  Ck>mm£aider*in-Chief  on  a  scale  sufficient  to  raise 
the  fighting  standard  of  the  armies  overseas  and  even  to  effect  the 
destinies  of  the  Empire.  For  no  doubt  should  exist  as  to  which 
officer  is  due  in  the  first  in-tancc  ci(<lit  of  senduig  armed  Ul||^ 
landers  to  tight  tiie  battles  of  their  common  country. 

This  was  the  day  of  letters  a  yaid  long,  and  Wolfe  was  not 
one  to  stint  himself.  Besides,  he  had  his  pciitc  to  make  with  his 
parents,  and  it  was  in  a  spirit  of  sincere  contrition  that  he  penned 
what  ibUowib 

7b  ma  Fatbxb. 

T}mjkR  Sia, — I  am  veiy  ^ad  ftom  tha  Imowledge  of  yoor 
Mntiments  (which  in  a  oaae  that  concerns  myself  ought  joitly  to 
be  preferred  to  my  owOy  and  indeed  in  almost  aU  otlier  cases)  to 
be  able  to  make  you  some  sort  of  i^logy  for  eveiy  particular 

instance  of  vice  or  folly  that  lias  very  luckily  fallen  under  your 
notice  while  I  had  the  honour  to  be  near  you.  I  say  very  luckily, 
for  if  you  or  some  other  perfect  friend  had  not  discovered  them, 
so  as  to  make  them  known  to  me,  1  might  have  continued  in 
the  conceit  of  there  Ix  ing  no  such  thing  in  my  composition, 
and  consequently  they  must  in  time  have  taken  deep  root,  and 
increased  beyond  the  power  of  any  remedy.  Yours  is  a  very 
fivdy  picture  of  the  impertinenoa  and  idleneH  that  ia  ollan  in 
people  of  my  years,  so  tiiat  it  ia  not  qnite  new  and  nneqioetad; 

^  Wefitauuater  Bn(%«. 

Ii 


•    Digitized  by  Google 


14t>    1.1  FE  AKD  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 

and  if  I  do  not  mistake  this  is  not  the  fint  time  tbat  jou  hvre 

observed  the  seeds  of  imperfections  in  me,  that  perhaps  only 
wanted  nourishment  and  proyKT  occasion  to  break  forth.  I  am 
quite  persuaded  (thonn;h  you  express  some  indifference  in  the 
latter  part  of  your  iLttor)  that  you  nn'  ui  to  recover  me  from  the 
ill  habit  of  mind  you  have  seen  me  m,  ami  with  that  view  and 
that  only  it  is  that  the  just  remarks  you  have  made  upon  my 
conduct  are  put  in  their  pro|jtcr  light.  I  am  sure  at  the  same 
time  that  your  course  of  goodness  and  indulgence  to  me  is  not 
entirely  altered  and  that  you  are  ready  to  make  audi  aUowanoee 
aa  may  be  es^iected  ftom  one  who  has  ao  extennTe  a  knowledge 
of  mmikind  as  you  have. 

Hie  respeet  I  have  for  yoa  and  atrong  desire  to  be  better  in 
your  opinion  than  I  have  beoi  of  late,  will  put  me  upon 
pursuing  the  best  means  that  yon  cm  devisei  or  that  I  osn 
imagine  for  such  an  alteration  of  behaviour  aa  may  conduce  to 
that  end.  I  believe  the  first  step  to  amendment  is  to  acknowledge 
our  faults,  a  proof  that  we  think  them  faults.  This  I  do  very 
heartily  and  truly,  thonn;h  I  !iinst  assert  that  most  of  them  have 
arisen  from  inatlvcrtency  uid  not  from  anv  ill  intention  T  am 
very  sensible  that  niany  things  have  appeare<l  with  an  cxci  i duig 
bad  grace,  but  am  nevertheless  quite  clear  and  coiibciuus  that 
no  offence  ever  was,  or  couki  be,  meant.  My  mother  told  me 
you  intended  to  write.  1  was  desirous  to  know  your  tlioughts 
(which  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  been  but  too  often  unacquainted 
with)  and  that  is  one  leason  why  I  left  audi  an  bterval  between 
asking  you  pardon  in  the  short  though  sincere  manner  in  which 
I  did  it,  when  I  came  away,  and  making  all  the  submission  that 
can  be  made  to  one  that  I  am  veiy  unwilling  to  disoblige.  I 
hope  the  former  part  of  my  life  will  in  some  measure  make  this 
appear ;  and  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  Say  that  my  fiiture 
conduct  will  help  to  ocmvince  you. 

I  ivik  only  one  favour  and  I  think  it  reasonable,  wbidi  is, 
that  when  things  are  anyhow  wrong  you  will  have  so  much 
consideration  for  my  good  and  your  own  ppacp,  as  to  make 
known  your  opinion  as  early  as  poswible ;  that  1  may  clieck  the 
miscliief  in  its  infancy,  and  coirect  one  after  another  those 
failings  that  few  of  us  are  free  from,  but  that  all  may  rcimne. 
You  very  justly  ridicule  the  situation  I  was  in :  it  was  truly 
lidiccdoos,  I  am  as  sensible  of  it  as  any  mmi  can  be;  but, 
however,  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  is  not  the  tot  of  tbat  kind, 
and  the  effects  are  often  very  eitraordinaiy,  I  am  coocemed 
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titat  you  had  any  share  of  the  uneannen.  I  wiah  it  had  all 
been  mine  own  ainoe  I  brought  it  upon  myaelf.  Most  of  my 
thoughts  and  inconsistency  of  action,  receive  their  bias  from 
bence.  I  do  not  say  all;  for  I  never  heard  it  accused  of 
producing  either  pride  or  vanity.  Impatience  of  temper, 
restlessness  of  disposition  and  an  indifference  about  all,  even  the 
most  important  affairs  of  life,  are  the  constant  attendants  of 
that  pernicious  distemper.  Slinukl  I  at  any  other  time  have 
neglected  the  affairs  of  the  regiment,  regardless  of  my  duty  as 
an  officer  iu  every  respect  ?  Or  should  I  have  quitted  the  only 
pursuit  that  engages  my  attention  witii  any  ardour  and  banisli 
all  my  application  without  a  cause  ?  I  don^t  remember  a  time 
of  my  life  that  I  forsook  either  the  one  or  the  other  before,  nor 
can  I  tax  mjself  with  having  heen  wanting  in  more  material 
matters  (my  duty  to  you)  till  now.^ 

I  oomld  readily  and  cbeeiiully  have  refused  myself  the 
pleasure  of  conversing  with  my  friends  in  your  house  (for  few 
came  there  upon  any  other  fSooting)  in  consideration  of  your 
health.  I  am  not  indeed  excusable  for  not  having  done  it ; 
since  there  was  room  to  imagine  it  might  be  troublesome  ;  but 
I  should  have  thought  it  no  hardship,  had  it  been  spoke  of  a 
necessary  conformity  to  your  inclinations,  i  am  no  doubt,  much 
to  blame  with  regard  to  Donncllan  ;  but  there  are  some 
circumstances  that  may  perhaps  take  ujI'  a  part,  I  neither  saw 
nor  conven»ed  with  hun  half  so  often  as  I  used  to  do  before  he 
had  (as  an  officer  of  your  regiment)  brought  your  displeasure 
upon  him.  We  have  been  long  intimate:  I  knew  him  to  have 
a  good  deal  of  worth  and  honour,  and  think  be  has  a  better 
understanding  than  is  commonly  met  with.  He  has  often  done 
me  friendly  and  kind  offices,  which  I  do  not  immediately  over- 
look or  forget.  I  condemned  bis  behaviour  to  }'ou,  though  I 
could  never  look  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  contempt  but  rather  an 
error  in  the  way  of  his  profession.  I  did  think  him  greatly  to 
blame,  and  told  him  so,  and  moreover  advised  him  to  conduct 
himself  in  such  a  maimer  towards  you,  as  might  re-establish  him 
in  your  favour. 

The  warm  expression  that  fell  fmni  me  upon  the  Duke's 
refusing  to  let  me  go  abroad,  savoured  much  of  ingratitude  ;  the 

^  The  sfeoiy  Is  tliat  Wolft  had  made  an  impassioned  public  dadazatioii 

of  his  love  for  Miss  I^wson  at  a  ball,  threatening  a  rival  with  inunediate 
chaatwement.   It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  his  passion  really  wrought  such  a 
change  in  kis  dtarscter  and  haUts  as  he  here  depicts. 
L  a 
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wotdBf  it  must  be  confessed,  were  arrogant  and  vain.    I  thought 

them  so  at  the  time  of  speaking.  Passion  and  disappointment 
produced  them.  Certnirily  bis  Royal  Highness  could  not  have 
so  tnilv  con  vine  me  of  his  kindness  as  by  conscritiiiL,^  to  a 
reasonable  mid  sitlutflry  request.  For  if  etenml  imprisonment 
and  exile  is  to  follow  preferment,  &w  will  be  thankful  for  the 
favour. 

I  am  sorry  you  can  think  it  troublesome  to  me  to  read  any 
letter  £rom  you,  though  it  should  be  the  murror  of  my  foUiet. 
Yoa  njr  it  diaU  be  &  last  upon  this  sulgect ;  and  I  am  sme 
joa  will  do  me  the  jvstioe  to  leoollect  that  tt  is  likewise  tiie 
flnt  It  shall  be  my  cage  not  to  give  such  laige  room  for  reproof 
hereafker;  and  from  no  motive  so  powcdul  as  a  thoroqgli 
Rgaid  for  jam  perBon,  and  a  sense  of  wbai  is  due  to  you  as  a 
parent.  My  mother  might  safely  have  ventured  to  send  me  her 
blessing,  tboi]|^  she  should  build  it  only  upon  the  strength  of  a 
return  from  me.  I  do  sometimes  leave  out  in  my  letter  what  I 
least  intend,  and  when  I  omit  expressing  my  affections  for  either 
of  you,  there  remains  little  eUe  that  is  valuaUe.  I  my  duty 
to  her  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  atiectiouate  son, 

J.  Wours. 

PS. — I  think  I  never  could  advance  that  there  were  no 
natural   affections.    I  believe  I  said,  and  still  am  of  opinion, 

that  affections  of  all  kinds  spring  from  mutual  good  offices 

(lone  to  oTir  niiol  her  ;  .itkI  tliat  is  nut  ai  ;il.     I  likewise  said  that 

opposite  iiiteresU  tic  qucutly  extinguish  those  atlectionsy  which  I 
imagine  will  be  allowed. 

His  mother  required,  it  8eem%  oonsiderabie  placatioQ. 

2b  BIS  MOIHSB. 

r\  L.M  lLc  ad,  11>  Juhj,  1751. 
Dear  Madam, — I  began  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  henriTiii  from 
yon,  and  to  think  myself  exiled  to  nil  intents  and  purposes 
without  the  consolation  of  being  so  imu  h  as  thought  of  in  this 
state  ol  bondage  and  coniinement.  1  am  not  addicted  by  con- 
stitution either  to  the  vapours  or  to  despair,  and  have  determined 
always  to  leave  the  eure  of  present  evils  to  a  distant  day ; 
imaghiing  that  thsy  nnist  be  gnat  indeed  that  have  no  venedy 
in  tiie  hosom  of  time ;  and  such  I  hope  never  to  know.  Whoi 
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I  saj  I  pat  off  the  core,  I  suppose  no  ptcwnt  application 

snffident,  and  therefore  prefer  a  remote  one,  rather  than  give  it 

up,  or  submit  to  disasters,  nnr]  de^ig^ns,  thoiin^h  they  should  be 
ever  so  powerful.  Your  letter  short  as  it  is,  umisually  so,  has 
rpverthcless  been  of  rrrmt  aid  and  relnef,  beeause  it  convincea 
inr,  tiiat,  thoujDrh  (I(  S(  i  vtdly  neglected,  I  am  not  entirely  forgot, 
alienated  or  divided  from  you,  as  of  no  further  concern.  It 
is  fit  that  some  share  of  evil  should  ikii  upon  us  in  this 
life,  to  teadi  us  and  enjoy  the  best  that  we  are  formed  to 

I  think  yaa  an  ybiUj  wdl  employed^  thougli  laboriously. 
This  I  coDsSier  m  your  last  labour^  and  UMrofero  reoniGtte 

myielf  in  some  measure  to  the  excess  of  your  fatigoe ;  hy  looking 
upon  it  as  the  end  of  pain  and  beginning  of  uninterrupted  quiet. 
I  hope  yoQ  will  fit  up  your  new  house  with  all  the  elegance  and 
convenience  that  so  lovely  a  situation,  your  future  residence 
deserves.  How  you  dispose  of  your  other  house,  ftimiture,  etc., 
regards  me  not,  provided  you  make  yourself  easy  in  this  you  do 
all  that  can  be  wished  or  expected.  Whun  you  are  quit^e  at 
rest,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you  describe  the  work  of  your  own 
handfi :  though,  a.s  I  never  saw  the  inside  of  your  hubitation,  it 
will  be  dilllcult  to  make  me  understand  yoiu*  operations.  I  hope 
you  have  a  little  garden. 

Ycm  refer  me  to  Chaiies  Brett  for  intelligenoe  and  say  you 
win  always  do  90»  Hue  I  cannot  oootiadiet  or  oppose,  bat  I 
mast  say  (thong^  he  is  a  valnaUe  ooitespondflnt)  thai  many 
things  oQine  mnefa  more  pleasin^y  Irom  jaa  than  from  him*  I 
have  hot  few  franks  left,  so,  to  save  yon  a  little  trouble  and 
some  expense  I  put  your  letter  mider  bb  cover. 

I  wish  you  both  mudi  health  and  b^  my  duty  to  my  £ftther» 
and  am  d^  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affisctiooaie  eon. 

Jam.  Wolib. 

The  old  Genem!  wn?;  now  cntrring  his  sixty-srvrnth  year»  and 
was  looking  forward  to  r^Kise,  after  Mty  years  of  service. 

2b  BIS  Fathkr. 

Peterhead,  Jvfy  29, 1751. 
Dear  Sib, — Honest  Charles  writer  me  word  (with  a  good 
deal  of  concern)  that  he  thinks  you  are  not  quite  so  dieerful  as 
h«  cpuJd  wish ;  this  ailbcte  ma  voy  particularly :  jfimt*  became 


Digitized  by  Google 


150    LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 


I  hate  to  hear  that  any  of  jour  hours  pass  unpleaaaiitly,  or  that 
anythinc^  breaks  in  upon  the  usual  quiet  of  your  mincl,  nnd  fhon 
starts  the  disagi*ecHbic  reflection,  that  possibly  I  nia\  coti tribute 
to  it.  'I  don't  think  my  friend  meant  to  reproac ii  me,  but  T 
could  not  read  his  \viUw  without  feeling  remorse  and  repentance, 
tor  any  ill  acts,  or  wiiliout  being  shocked  at  the  conset|uence  as 
far  as  it  regards  youi"  per.soa.  If  it  be  true  that  I  still  create 
uneasiness,  I  would  endeavour  to  persuade  you,  as  well  as  wordj» 
from  ne  om  do  it  $  to  ftr  to  forget,  and  ovedook  nw  and  my 
megalKMeBt  m  not  to  entertam  a  thought  of  pain  lor  what  has 
abndy  iqppeBved  or  form  from  timoe  a  judgmait  of  what  may 
he  CKpected  hmaftcr ;  I  hid  modi  rather  be  quite  out  of  jour 
thoughts  than  take  a  plaoe  in  than  to  torment  you.  I  know  it 
is  not  eaij»  entirely  to  shut  out  ootain  objeda  ftom  the  mind, 
but  it  is  not  difficult  to  accustom  oneself  to  repraient  them 
under  a  pleasing  figure :  wbsa  your  son  comes  into  yonr  con* 
sideration,  I  could  wish  you  would  imagine  him  a  little  recovered 
from  bis  indiscretion,  and  determine*]  to  contribute  all  in  his 
power  to  make  his  father  (for  whom  he  has  the  grcalcst  n*N-pect 
and  tenderness)  pass  the  rest  of  his  days  in  uninterrupted 
peace. 

The  mineral  water  here  is  famous  for  the  cure  of  gravel,  I 
can  alLesL  its  virtue,  as  I  have  found  great  relief  from  it ;  I  can't 
§ay  it  agrees  with  me  in  other  respects  so  welL  I  leave  this 
place  in  a  lew  dscys  and  return  to  Banff;  from  thenoo  I  propose 
to  visit  our  posts  in  the  Highiends,  and  amuae  mysdf  upon  the 
moon  far  toi  dayi,  or  a  lbrtai|^t  I  ifaid  therqpment  quarters 
this  winter  at  Inverness,  ae  the  two  bataUioiis  from  the  Straits 
cither  land  in  Scotland  or  march  directly  north.  The  weather 
is  sometimes  as  cold  as  it  is  in  England  in  the  month  of 
November:  I  could  not  have  imagined  that  the  cliraate  in  any 
part  of  this  island  could  be  so  seme:  this  is  tiia  moat  eostsm 
point  of  Scotland. 

I  wish  you  both  much  health.  X  beg  my  duty  to  my  mother 
and  amy  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedi^at  and  affectionate  son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

For  Wolfe"'s  bladder  ailment  soap  was  prescribi d—  soap  taken 
intemally,  a  frei|uently-mentioned  (and  absurd  and  barbarous) 
jpemedy  of  those  days. 
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To  HIS  MOTHEJU 

JSBn1t,mhAug.,  1761. 
Dbae  Madam, — I  came  back  from  Peterhead  much  better 
aatufied  wltli  the  entertaimnent  I  found  that,  than  with  the 
famoQB  minenil  water.   I  drank  it  for  near  three  weeks  with 
aome  snooeBB  as  to  the  principal  compkintt  hut  soon  found  it 
affected  me  very  violent^  in  the  lungs  and  stomach,  and  left  me 
a  fixed  pain  in  my  breast  that  alarmed  me  a  little,  but  it  begins 
now  to  weaken  and  wear  away.   I  consulted  a  physician  of 
reputed  knowledge,  who  advises  soap,  a  certain  sort  of  diet  and 
mcxlerate  exercise  ;  to  all  which  I  can  easily  conform,  Rm\  much 
more  than  this,  if  recjiiirc  i! ,  i.ither  than  endure  pain;  my  temper 
of  miud  IS  not  fashioned  for  much  suffering  ;  patience  is  not  the 
leading  virtue  there.    I  should  tell  you  how  well  I  have  been 
diverted  and  how  much  I  have  been  obliged  to  your  sex  for 
many  cheerful  hours ;  in  general,  there  were  women  of  good 
understanding,  others  of  great  vivacity  and  others  veiy  hand- 
some; so  that  a  man  could  not  fail  to  be  pleased  with  such 
variely  to  choose  out  of ;  and  for  my  part,  I  always  think  a 
pretty  maid  either  has  all  the  other  beauties  or  does  not  want 
them.   I  know  yon  ^^oldd  be  glad  to  contribute  something 
towards  the  cure  of  a  bad  disease,  and  perhaps  I  may  put  it  in 
your  power.    Honey  is  recommended  to  me — if  you  get  any 
from  Minorca,  and  c^n  send  such  a  jar  as  I  devoured  in  T>onrlon, 
it  will  be  doing  a  humane  and  benevolent  act.  Fisher  or  Charles 
Brett  know  how  to  direct  it  to  me,  or  may  encjuirc  of  Adair.  I 
must  put  up  ft  petition  to  the  General  for  his  a^^is1ance.  That 
I  mav  not  fall  away  with  spare  diet,  and  dinHnii>h  to  a  very 
skeleton,  I  propose  to  nouribli  luyself  with  chocolate  and  milk, 
and  therefore  desire  6  or  8  pounds  may  be  sent  fiom  London  for 
tliat  purpose. 

Our  winter  is  begun  already,  I  am  writing  now  before  a  great 
fire.  Dreadful  season  that  lasts  from  the  beginning  of  August 
till  the  middle  of  May !   I  understand  that  your  work  is  done 

and  your  trouble  at  an  end,  I  rejoice  with  you,  and  hope  you 
find  it  well  bestowed,  since  it  probably  has  helped  to  make  your 
house  agreeable  and  comfortable  to  both. 

Tf  anything  can  add  to  the  care  that  people  gciicmlly  take 
of  themselves  nnder  any  complaint  it  should  be  the  advice  of 
their  friends,  and  consideration  for  those  they  love ;  for  I  do 
assure  you  both,  that  it  is  almost  as  miu  li  |);iin  to  me  to  know 
that  you  are  afflicted  on  my  account,  ab  to  feel  the  effects  of 
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the  distemper.   I  beg  my  duty  to  mj  father,  and  am,  dear 

Your  most  obedient  and  afiectionate  son, 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

PS. — I  have  but  very  few  franks,  and  therefore  am  (in 
commission  for  our  late  Chaplain)  obliged  to  desire  you  to  order 
his  letter  lo  be  put  in  the  penny  poet 
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A  WINTER  AT  INVERNESS 

By  this  time  tlie  repentant  Li<  ub  naut-Colonei\s  iilial  advances 
had  met  with  their  due  reward,  and  for  the  time  being  all  was 
peace  in  the  Wolfe  hou:»ehold.  He  heard  with  deep  interest  the 
aoocNmts  of  tiu  hotue  parcSiand  by  tibe  General  at  Blackheath, 
witbin  the  wall  of  Gieenwidi  Pnrk,  and  next  to  Lord  Chestcrfield^s 
summer  lesideiMe  **  Babiole,^  now  the  Ranger'*s  Lodge.  Hiis  house 
was  to  be  much  occupied     Wolfe,  and  we  will  speak  of  It  hereafter. 

7b  BOS  MOTHBI. 

Banff,  17th  f!ept.,  IT^l. 

Dear  Madam, — The  many  obliging  things  in  your  letter 
deserve  all  tiie  iu  knowlt^dgments  I  am  able  to  make.  They 
claim  a  return  ol  giatitude  from  me,  and  equal  concern  for  your 
happiness  and  welfare.  I  hope  very  few  words  will  serve  to 
convince  you  that  every  kindness  from  you  or  expression  of 
kindness  leaves  impressions  not  easily  enued. 

Whenever  700  are  found  to  speak  to  me  in  a  different  strain 
I  am  persuaded  it  is  much  against  your  indinatioos,  impelled  by 
a  desire  to  correct  and  amend. 

It  would  be  a  kind  of  miracle  for  one  of  my  age  and  com- 
plexion to  get  through  life  without  stumbling,  ^endly  aid 
and  counsel  are  great  and  timely  supports,  and  reproof  is  most 
efTectual  when  it  carries  with  it  a  concern  for  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  addressed.  This  is  the  way  I  understand  it  both 
from  my  father  and  von,  hornnse  I  am  sure  nothing  but  a  base 
and  vill'iinoiis  ac  tion  could  entirely  remove  youT  affections ;  and 
that  I  don't  tind  myself  ca|)able  of. 

I  am  sometimes  in  the  ciiaiac-tt  r  of  a  military  parent,  and  am 
obliged  to  lay  great  restraint  upon  myself  that  others  may  profit 
by  it,  and  I  never  find  my  advice  so  well  attended  to^  as  when 
there  goes  along  with  it  a  mixture  of  care  for  the  good  and 
reputation  of  the  youth  that  errs.  Youll  be  apt  to  think  that 
a  man  so  subject  to  weakness  as  I  may  be  supposed  to  be,  can 
work  very  little  upon  the  minds  of  others,  or  give  them  a 
strength  and  firmnesi  that  I  do  not  poe^ei.   But  a  man  might 

i« 
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for  a  time  conceal,  though  not  conquer  his  infirmities,  and  may 
direct  where  be  utivt  execute.  The  sense  of  duty,  too,  in  the 
way  of  one'*s  profession,  may  operate  strongly  in  some  things, 
though  quite  useless  and  impotent  in  othen. 

•  ••••■« 

By  the  description  you  give  me  of  your  new  hoase»  most 
people  will  be  as  well  pleased  with  it  as  you  seem  to  he.  It  is 
the  work  of  your  own  hands,  and  youll  be  much  to  blame  if 
anything  is  wanting  to  make  it  every  way  convenient  and  to 
your  taste.  It  has  a  thousand  natural  advantages  that  you  may 
improve  till  it  becomes  delightful.  All  I  ask  is  that  in  the 
little  rlptached  department,  where  Charles  Ihrtt  may  laugh  at 
leisure,  there  nmy  be  a  vei'V  hard  bed,  upon  which  I  hope  to 
extend  my  loni;  Hmbs  in  twelve  or  fourteen  months,  and  take  a 
little  rest  from  care. 

Old  Roland  lived  five  or  six  years  with  me,  and  laid  the 
obligations  of  fiuthfiil  service  upon  me.  He  hoie  pretty  weQ 
the  warmth  and  uncertainty  of  my  temper,  though  at  length, 
tired  of  that  and  eternal  wandering,  he  begged  to  be  released. 
I  can  safely  say  that  I  have  known  him  vexy  honest,  and  think 
he  must  still  be  so.  He  has  a  wondeiful  calmness  and  quietness 
of  disposition,  that  I  sometimes  thought  degenerated  into 
stupidity.  I  hardly  ever  knew  him  to  give  offence  to  any  but 
myself,  and  then  perhaps  I  was  as  much  to  blame  as  he.^ 

Thus  much  for  his  valour  and  lidiiestv  ;  I  think  myself  in  his 
debt.  I  never  intciuk  d  to  abandon  him.  I  propose  to  take  his 
son  when  old  enougli  to  serve  me.  .  .  . 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you  now  and  then ;  you  shall  always  be 
as  short  or  as  long  as  you  please.  Only  remember  that  one  side 
is  very  agreeable,  but  four  sides,  four  times  as  agreeable^  and  so 
on  in  proportion.   I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

Wolfe  was  very  glad  to  exchange  Banff  for  Inverness,  with 
which,  although  then  the  capital  of  Jacobitism,  Wolfe  was  familiar 
and  already  numbered  there  several  friends.  Of  Wolfe's  strictiu-es 
here  and  ( Isewhere  upon  Scotland,  we  may  say  with  a  Scotch  critic 
of  Dr.  Johnson  .s  jouniey,  "  ^\Tiat  he  says  of  the  country  is  true, 
and  his  observations  on  the  people  are  what  must  naturally  occur 
to  a  sensible,  observing  and  reflecting  inhabitant  uf  a  convenient 

*  See  ante,  p.  77* 
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!iu  hopolis,  uhcrs  a  man  on  thirty  pounds  a  year  may  be  better 
actomnuxiateti  with  ill        wants  of  life  than  Col  or  Sir  Allison. 
It  in  list  be  remembereii  that  Wolfe  had  been  sent  into  Sc  otland 
upon  a  tiiission  which  rcndercci  him  nnd  hi.s  men  highly  dis- 
agreeable to  the  inajurity  gf  the  inhabiLaots. 

To  HIS  Faikbi. 

Jntwam,  (kUkr  8rd>  VfWi* 
IhBAft  Sn^— The  prepawtions  and  maidi  of  the  leginieiit 
have  tokflii  op  the  time  tbst  would  have  been  empk^ed  id 
writing  to  yon  and  to  othen  tbat  have  a  title  to  expect  it  from 
me.  The  post  goes  hence  but  once  a  week,  which  makee  my 
letter  something  later  than  I  eouki  wish,  m  I  have  been  sevenl 
days  in  town.  A  little  while  serves  to  discover  the  villaioous 
nature  of  the  inhabitants,  and  brutality  of  the  people  in  its 
rt  iij:lil)oiirhood.  Those  tcjo  who  pretend  the  greatest  Httnrh- 
II It  lit  to  the  government,  and  who  every  day  feed  upon  the 
I)iiMic  purse,  seem  to  distinguish  tliemselves  for  i^reatcr  rudeness 
and  incivility  than  the  open  and  professed  Jacobites.  With 
these  disadvantages  there  are  many  others  that  concern  us  as 
officers,  not  worth  relating  to  you ;  and  yet,  I  believe  we  shall 
find  means  to  get  through  the  long  wintor  tolerably  weH. 

A  gentieman  came  from  Ferth  the  other  day  and  told  me  he 
saw  Birs.  WHkinson  very  disconsolate  and  unhappy  at  the  bad 
aooommodatioD  she  meets  with  there.  I  can^  wonder  at  H,  as 
little^  dirty,  stinking  lodgings  must  be  quite  new  to  one  that 
comes  directly  from  London,  and  was  never  out  of  it  till  now. 
But  I  would  advise  her  to  prepare  for  worse  places  than  Perth. 
By  degrees  I  hope  she'll  be  inured  to  it,  and  then  become 
fiuniliar.  Mrs.  Tjifausille,  who  has  sened  several  campaigns,  is 
an  uid  better  soldier  than  tho  other,  will  put  up  with  any 

inconveniences  for  the  sake  of  doing  her  duty  with  applause, 
Mid  to  the  satisfiiction  of  her  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  command- 
ing ofiicti,  to  whose  ]>leasure  she  always  wishes  to  contribute; 
and  I  dare  &a.y  never  refuiies  her  assistance  to  make  liim  |>erfectly 
happy.  I  had  a  long  letter  from  Rickson  some  days  iigo.  He 
gives  me  no  great  o|£iion  of  the  settlement,  from  the  want  of  a 
more  oonslderaUe  armed  force,  the  present  bdng  insoiBdent  for 
its  dff"«^r  He  seems  to  apprehend  some  attempts  from  the 
Aenclit  who  injure  and  inralt  us.  He  laments  his  own 
mdandioly  condition,  and  wishes  it  wcto  pomihle  to  come  agam 

>  Dmtpsfear,  qnotecl    Boswell,  1770. 
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nmongst  his  old  friends  and  companions.  I  imagine  yotur 
raiment  must  be  in  Scotland  by  this  time.  In  the  spring  they 
are  to  take  those  parts  in  the  Highlands  that  we  have  occupied 
this  summer. 

I  turned  aside  to  look  at  the  new  Fort  of  Ardersier,  or  Fort 
George,  and  liiid  a  va.st  quantity  of  earth  thrown  up  for  ramparts, 
and  the  counterscarp  and  glacis  finished.  But  I  believe  there  s 
still  work  for  six  or  seven  yean  to  da  When  it  is  finished  one 
may  venture  to  say  (without  saying  much)  that  it  will  be  the 
most  oonaderaUe  fortress^  mA  the  best  situated  in  Gieat  Britain. 
I  ftncy  your  ndg^bour,  Mr.  Skinner,  the  arcliitect»  thinks  it  a 
very  good  fortification*^  I  dare  say  he  finds  it  so.  I  b^  my 
duty,  etc. 

Jahss  Wolfs. 

It  was  now  more  than  five  years  since  Colloden  and  Wdfe 
made  a  survey  of  the  battlefield  in  a  somewhat  critical  £ame 
oi  mind. 

To  HIS  Fatukb. 

October,  K.')]. 

Dkar  Sir, — If  I  was  writing  to  any  other  than  yourself 
with  such  slight  iuruiture,  two  lin^  would  finish  my  letter.'^ 
•  .  •  •  .  .  • 

I  have  surveyed  the  field  of  battle  of  Culloden  with  great 
eiactnefls,  and  find  room  for  a  military  criticism  as  wdl  as 
a  place  for  a  little  ridicule  upon  some  &mous  transactions  of 
that  memorable  day.  The  actors  shine  in  the  world  too  hi|^ 
and  bright  to  be  eclip^ ;  but  it  is  plain  they  don''t  borrow 
much  of  their  glory  horn  their  performance  upon  that  occasion, 
however  they  may  have  distinguished  themselves  in  later  events. 
The  defects  were  not  so  visible  there  an  in  the  lower  agents.  I 
dare  say  you  don't  think  I  strike  at  the  Heatl.  One  may  safely 
pronounce  that  he  had  a  very  good  title  to  the  command  ;  there 
was  no  rival  in  rank  nor  in  abilities.  If  you  were  upon  the  spot, 
perhaps  you  niigiit  be  tempted  to  h&y  that  this  risk  should  not 
have  been  adventured,  nor  this  odvantagB  neglected.  You 

1  It  was  Imilt  from  tiie  plans  of  Robert  Bidmmr  of  Greenwich  and  oast 

£100|000. 

*  Wnght,  quoting  this  lottor,  pfofiwet  it  hjr  a  reference  to  Wolfe's  paud^ 
of  "  fxiroitare,  as  if  domostio  and  sabstsntisl  instead  of  merely  opistolaiy 
material  were  meant. 
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would  not  have  left  those  ruffians  the  only  poesihle  means  of 
oonquest,  nor  suffer  multitudes  to  gu  off  unhurt  with  the  power 
to  oeetroy.  One  must  examine  the  field  of  battle  to  judge  of 
the  merit  of  Colonel  Riches  great  resi8tanoe»  or,  which  is  the 

same  thing,  the  behaviour  of  the  battalion  under  liis  command. 
But  why  this  censure  when  the  affair  is  so  happily  decided  ?  To 
exercise  one^s  ill-nature  ?  No ;  to  exercise  tiie  t'aailty  of  judging, 
— since  I  mention  this  to  you,  but  not  to  the  world,  'Vhe  more 
a  soldier  thinks  of  the  false  steps  of  those  that  are  gone  before, 
the  more  likely  he  is  to  avoid  thcin.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  examples  worthiest  of  imitation  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of,  as  they  will  be  the  best  and  truest  guides  In  every 
undertaking. 

Besides  the  multitude  of  evils  that  this  town  contains  we 
have  the  additional  mortification  that  the  country  about  us 

affords  very  little  relief ;  no  hunting  or  shooting, — both  healthy 
and  manly  diversions  that  I  take  great  delight  in.  Instead  of 
these,  I  ride  about  for  the  fresh  air  and  motion,  but  when  the 
snow  fiills,  we  sliall  ha\e  liftle  else  to  do  but  to  cat  and  sleep. 
I  \'.  oiHlt  I  how  long  a  man  luoderatoly  inclined  that  way  would 
recjiHie,  in  :i  place  like  this,  to  wear  out  his  love  for  amis,  and 
soften  his  inurtial  spirit.  I  believe  the  piussion  would  be  soiue- 
thiug  diminished  in  less  than  ten  years,  and  the  gentleman  be 
contented  to  be  a  little  lower  than  C^e^iar  in  the  list,  to  get  dear 
ci  the  Incumbrances  of  greatness. 

Loftus  wrote  to  me,  giving  intimation  of  his  arrival  in 
Scotland,  and  desiring  that  I  would  go  directly  to  Perth  to  see 
him ;  it  is  about  a  hundred  miles  thnxigh  the  Hig^ilands.  One 
would  think  my  friend  Arthur  did  not  know  the  earie  du  pays 
by  his  invitation.  Wilkinson  writes  me  woml  that  your  clothing 
is  come ;  that  is,  he  tells  me  that  the  present  you  were  so  kind 
to         is  safe,  and  in  the  same  ship. 

Oui-s  is  as  yet  at  sea,  to  my  sorrow,  for  we  want  a  great 
many  men,  and  I  cairt  seTul  off  the  recruiting- parlies  till  they 
are  clothed.  I  shall  be  broke  for  not  completin*;  tlie  regiment; 
they  sent  me  a  reprimand  for  not  doing  it  hist  yeiir,  though  I 
was  all  the  winter  in  London.  The  reprimand  wa6  due  to  my 
neglect  in  general,  but  not  at  all  as  it  was  applied ;  unless  it 
could  be  supposed  that  I  had  any  extraordinary  influence  over 
Lord  Bury  and  acted  for  him,  whereas  it  u  notorious  that  he 
always  acts  for  himself. 

J.  Worn 
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If  there  was  nothing  ebe  to  do  in  his  leisure  at  Inveme8a»  there 
was  at  least  the  fumishing  fotrth  of  a  letter  home.  Few  leveal 
moie  of  Wolfed  character  than  the  following  disenrarre  eom- 
poflitioD.  He  was  a  genius^  hot  at  the  same  time  veij  hmnan. 

BD  MOTHEBw 

InvenwH^  9tk  November,  1751. 

Dear  Madam, — You  must  not  be  surprised  if  this  letter  does 
not  reach  you  till  a  long  time  af^er  the  date  of  it,  for  "'tis  very 
possible  tliat  the  snows  will  rctflrd  the  iiKutli  of  our  lIiLC^il  nxl 
po.>t-l)c)3  ,  wlu),  in  the  liiK  st  >pasons,  cannot  pri(ie  liim^i  ll"  on 
mufli  expedition.    Ilie  winds  sunietimes  drive  the  snows  with 
such  violence  that  the  toalU  are  uttcriy  irii|)asi>able ;  and  again, 
when  it  thaws,  the  riven*  swell  so  prodigiously  that  there  is  no 
less  danger  and  difficulty  on  that  side.   I  have  not  been,  from 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  able  to  get  cm  hocsebaek  for  man j 
days,  and  can  have  no  manner  of  diversion  oat  of  ray  own  room, 
mdess  to  shoot  woodoodLs  at  the  risk  of  rheomatisnu  It  would 
be  unmanly  and  veiy  unbecoming  a  soldier  to  complain  of  little 
evils,  such  as  bad  food,  bad  lodging,  bad  fire.  Whoever  finds 
these  inoonveniences  too  hard  to  put  up  with  ^rill  never  be  a 
match  for  a  multitude  oi  others  that  he  is  likely  to  meet  with  in 
his  travel  through  life,  especially  if  he  has  taken  \hc  trade  of 
war.    With  tlioso  sort  of  reflections  I  reconcile  mvselt'  to  Inver- 
ne^is,  and  to  otht  r  nKlaiicholy  spots  that  we  are  thrown  iiyKin, 
and  iind  (all  things  {  OIl^i(lcred  and  thoroughly  cxamineil)  tlim* 
is  in  reality,  to  a  contented  mind,  very  little  difference  Ix-tween 
one  place  and  anotijcr,  and  that  if  a  man  possesses  a  certain 
degree  of  firmness  and  serenity,  he  is  equal  to  almost  eveiy 
calamity.   Besides,  in  aid  of  this  disposition,  I  like  a  mUitaiy 
life^  and  endeavoor  to  make  my  actions  concspopd  in  some 
measure  with  that  liking.  Not  that  you  are  to  undentand  your 
SOD  captivated  with  the  glare  and  blsae  of  oar  employment*  No, 
there  is  an  object  mndi  bqrond  it  that  attracts  my  eye;  and  it 
is  with  some  concern  tiiat  I  see  those  that  direct  us  often  ndss 
the  proper  mark,  and  set  us,  their  servants,  upon  wrong  pursuits. 
This  is  not,  I  believe,  from  ill  intention,  but  from  other  can 
I  expect  youll  think  this  sort  of  discourse  a  little  unnatural,  and 
perhaps  may  think  it  fh'scoursc  only  ;  but  you  nviv  judge  by  my 
former  letters  and  my  general  manner  of  acting  tiiat  I  oftrnest 
speak  as  I  am,  and  that  it  would  not  be  in  this  style  if  1  did  not 
sleep  sound. 
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You  m  ihaity  of  your  paper,  pens  and  ink;  it  is  an 
eooBomy  out  oi  tune :  there's  room  for  a  quarrel  with  you  oa  this 
neglect  and  if  Charles  was  not  alive  I  should  be  left  to  con- 
jectures and  somewhat  uncertain  conjectures. 

I  have  been  persuaded  to  take  a  lottexy  ticket ;  but,  alas,  I 
am  very  nnfortunfito  at  all  games,  and  expect  no  bettor  Inck 
here,  ^is  five  or  six  pounds  very  ill  bestowed.  I  \enture  to 
say  that  whatever  money  conies  to  me  it  shall  be  made  use  of, 
and  if  I  don't  succeed  now  or  another  time  the  disappointment 
won't  set  heiivily. 

The  death  of  the  Stadtholder,'  and  the  Princess  of  Grangers 
ill  state  of  health,  I  suppose  alarm  people  a  little.  Two  minori- 
tiesy  perhapsy  together  may  give  tiie  common  enemy  some 
advantage  over  us.  I  hope  the  Duke  will  do  his  part  steadily 
and  witli  honour.  He  has  a  gnat  task,  and  I  dare  say  wiU 
perform  it  as  becomes  a  prince. 

•  •••••• 

If  I  were  to  advise,  as  you  now  live  together  in  the  countiy, 

you  should  call  some  that  you  like  to  dine  and  sup  with  you 
often  ;  and  nhove  all  things,  claret  for  the  General.  He  is 
neve  r  1)(  ttt  r  t  han  when  he  us<^  it  freely,  but  without  excess.  It 
is  ^  !^st  pl(  usure  to  nie  tliat  vour  new  mansion  now  put  into 
good  condition,  and  Lhe  garden  |)lanted.  I  know  nothing  more 
agreeable  than  to  see  our  own  little  improvements  iiounsh  in 
our  view,  and  increase  every  year  in  strength  and  beauty.* 

For  my  part,  while  I  am  young  and  in  health  all  the  world  is 
my  garden  and  my  dwelling ;  and  when  I  begin  to  decline^  I 
hope  my  services  by  that  time  may  fairly  ask  some  little  retreat, 
and  a  provision  SO  moderate  that  I  may  possess  it  unenvied. 
I  demand  no  more ;  but  while  I  have  vigour,  if  the  country 
wants  a  man  of  good  intentions,  they'll  always  find  me  ready — 
devoted,  I  may  say — to  their  service.  If  my  old  Lady  Lawson 
(as  Charles  has  been  told)  had  stund^led  at  her  time  and  in 
her  situation  I  should  doubt  my  disLLinim  nt  ever  after;  she 
appears  to  have  so  much  good  sense  and  a  flection  for  her 
daughters,  tliat  to  be  deceived  in  opinion  of  iier  I  should  join 
with  i'aisiaii  and  declare  that  theixi  is  virtue  extant.  Common 
decency  requires  that  the  young  ladies  should  many  first. 

*  The  Prince  of  Orange,  Geoive  II's  son-in-law,  died  In  October,  "Idllsd 

by  the  waters  of  Aix-la-Cnapelle,  said  WaI]H)I('. 

*  This  passage  indicates  that  the  Kardea  of  tlie  VV'olte  mausiou  at  Black- 
heath  WM  pUirted  by  the  elder  Wolfe. 
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The  pretty  widow  Kendal  will  have  more  lovers  now  than 
she  hftfl.  With  the  merit  of  this  vast  sncression,  money  is  in 
such  repute  that  though  she  had  a  thousand  good  qualities  and 
a  thousand  graces,  it  was  wanted,  as  the  groat  material  to 
recommend  her.  Lord  Bacon  (but  he's  a  seNcie  \s  riter)  says 
that  if  a  womnn  has  a  had  husband  of  her  own  choosing  she  is 
sure  to  ninki  guud  her  folly,  and  coniuionly  pretends  more 
happiiicsjj  than  she  really  feels.  Is  this  Miss  WaKie''8  case  ?  Or 
Is  she  pleased  with  the  coxcomb^  her  oompanioii  f  I  pity  her 
heartily  and  pronounce  from  bis  manner  of  conducting  hinudf 
that  shell  repent  her  heigain.  YouH  we  my  other  reasons  for 
fhmbmg  go  when  I  treat  of  Miss  Hooker'*s  match.  Though  not 
of  the  most  melting  compassion,  I  am  sometimes  touched  with 
other  people*s  distresses  and  participate  their  grief.  Men  whose 
tenderness  is  not  ofbea  called  upon,  obtain  by  d^ees, — as  you 
may  particularly  observe  in  old  bachelors, — a  ferocity  of  nature, 
or  insensibility  about  the  misfortnues  that  befall  others.  There's 
no  more  tender-hearted  person  than  a  father  or  mother  that  has, 
or  has  had,  many  children. 

I  don't  know  Dr.  Squire  at  all,  and  very  little  of  Miss 
Hooker,^  but  must  say  tiiat  matches  purely  of  interest  (as  I 
BUppoae  it  is  on  her  side),  and  made  up  in  a  hurry,  though  with 
eveiybody*s  consent,  are  purchases  too  hij^  and  haiaidoos  to 
have  my  approbation.  And  then  again,  at  sober  times,  I  have 
no  veiy  high  opinion  of  love  affidis  ezcqit  they  are  built  upon 
judgment.  So  youH  say,  "  Where  then  would  you  choose  ?  ** 
Why  nowhere^  to  men  of  whimsical  disposition  ;  but  otherwise 
the  choice  reason  directs  is  the  best;  moderate  fortunes  and 
sense  enough  on  both  sides  to  give  aid  in  ticklish  times.  If  the 
maid  only  seeks  preferment  in  the  Church  or  anywhere  else,  she 
cuts  out  her  own  misery,  unless  indeed  all  her  passions  and 
flections  give  way  to  ambition,  and  then,  no  doubt,  a  doctor,  a 
dean,  or  a  bishop  have  power  to  please. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  a  certain  turn  of  mind  that  fitvours  matrimony  pro- 
digiously, thoi^h  every  way  else  extremely  averse  to  it  at 
present,  and  you  shall  luow  it.  I  love  children,and  think  them 
necessary  to  us  in  our  latter  dap ;  they  are  fit  objects  for  the 
mind  to  rest  upon,  and  give  it  great  entertainment  when  amuse- 
ments of  other  kinds  have  lost  their  value.   Sure,  next  to  being 

»  She  subsequently  married  Wolfe's  friend  Charles  Brett,  R,N.  Dr. 
Squire  was  Vicsr  of  Greenwich  and  aftermrds  Bishop  of  St  David's. 
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an  honest  man  and  j^ow^  citizen,  it  is  meritorious  to  produce 
such  characters  amontj^st  men.  Our  endeavours  here  seldom  fail 
of  success ;  for  yoiiTig  people  are  as  capable  of  receiving  good 
iuiprei^ions  aiid  good  seutimenti  as  bad  ones,  and  if  their  nature 
indines  to  evil,  custom  and  ednoatioa  oofract  them.  Tiro  or 
three  manly,  courageous,  upright  sona  are  a  preient  to  the  world 
of  the  hi^est  estimatioii,  and  the  &ther  that  mBen  them  sees 
with  aatisfaction  that  he  is  to  live  in  hia  successors,  and  that  his 
good  quali til  s  will  cositribote  to  adorn  and  illustmtc  manhood 
when  he  is  no  longer  amongst  them.  Is  not  this  a  pleasing  sort 
of  reflection  ?  If  I  don"*t  speak  much  of  the  females,  "'tis  not  that 
they  are  of  less  concern  to  us,  or  uui^lit  to  be  less  prized  ;  but 
as  the  management  of  them  belongs  i  InCfly  to  you  ladies,  me- 
thinks  I  would  not  seem  to  infringe  upon  your  prerogatives. 
•  *••••• 
Lord  Bury  professes  ihirly,  and  means  notibing;  in  that  he 
icsemhies  his  &ther,  and  a  million  of  other  showy  men  that  are 
seen  in  palaces  and  in  the  ooorts  of  kmgs.  He  desires  never  to 
see  his  r^ment,  and  wishes  that  no  officser  would  ever  leave  it. 
Ibis  is  selfish  and  unjust  They  have  a  way  of  trifling  with  us 
poor  soldiery  that  gives  many  very  honest  bfave  men  high  dis- 
gust. I  am  sensible  it  is  my  duty  to  hv  here,  and  that  silences 
nu  ;  otherwise,  the  care  of  a  regiment  of  Foot  is  very  hea^y, 
exceeding  trouldi  souie,  and  not  at  all  the  thing  I  delight  in, 
though,  as  I  told  you  before,  the  occupation  in  general  is  a  good 
one,  and  hits  my  genius.  My  duty  to  my  father.  I  witih  you 
both  much  health,  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  moat  obedient  and  aflectionate  Son, 

Jaus  Woltb. 

Some  of  the  foregoing  will  strike  a  critical  reader  as  penned  in 
a  curiously  stilted  style :  and  in  truth  it  is  not  to  lye  denied  that 
Wolfe's  soHtude  and  his  reading  of  such  literature  as  cuinc  his  way 
occasionally  gave  his  egressions  an  alfected,  artificial  air,  somewhat 
at  variance  with  the  diaracter  of  a  stem  and  sterling  soldier. 
But  this  tends  to  disappear,  and  some  of  his  later  compositions  are 
Inll  of  directness  and  point 

To  HIS  MOTHJUU 

Ihv«nMSS>  Dee.  Slk,  17A. 
Dbab  Maoam , — If  a  man  is  not  allowed  to  utter  his  com- 
plaints (and  I  deny  myself  this  indulgenoe)  what  else  can  he 
say,  or  how  can  he  find  subject  of  disoonn^  when  his  thon^ts 
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are  necessarily  taken  up  with  a  multitude  of  sensations  ?  Not- 
witltttandiiig  idl  this,  whether  £rom  pride,  obstinacy,  a  vanity  to 
appear  firm  on  one  aide,  or  modmtion  and  indiiftraoe  of  the 
other,  I  am  determined  to  goaid  ogeinst  the  inclination  that 
most  people  fed  to  oonunonicate  ihdr  diatrc—cB;  and  that 
resoltxtioo  arises  finom  one  or  other  of  the  above  motives,  or  a 
mixture  of  them  all.    I  learn  that  mj  good  friend  CbailcB  ia 
near  his  departure;  hia  friends  and  neighboun  will  feel  the  want 
of  him,  for  there  is  no  more  valuabile  pGrm>n  amongst  men,  than 
one  of  his  character,  active  to  serve  and  assist,  honest  and  fair 
in  his  floalings,  and  incomparably  merry  and  sweet  tempered, 
equally  disposed  for  business  or  society.^    1  reckon  his  sister  will 
be  in  great  grief,  for  slie  loves  him  verv  sincerely.    If  he  haa 
gone  before  this  letter  gets  to  yon,  I  ^llu^t  beg  you  to  let  his 
letter  iuUow  him,  with  a  frank  if  yt>u  have  t>ne  to  spare,  beeause 
it  is  double.    I  shall  lose  a  good  correspondent  as  to  public 
affiurs,  and  an  agent  and  advocate  to  be  depend^  upon  in 
private  eoDOcm.   I  owe  him  one  pomid  three,  for  the  eleventh 
portion  of  a  lotteiy  ticket,*  with  the  young  ladies,  Ifr.  Swindea 
and  othen,  whidi,  if  yoa  will  be  so  Idnd  to  pay,  (to  him  or  his 
brother)  shall  be  letnmed  to  you»  whenever  I  have  the  good 
fortune  to  find  myself  in  a  condition  to  pay  my  debts ;  and  that 
may  soon  be,  since  th^  are  not  very  cottsidendile.   Hie  Duke^s 
fell  was  considered  by  people  here  in  very  different  lights,  by 
one  party  as  a  lucky  event,  by  the  other  as  a  most  unfortunate 
one ;  but  we  who  feared  the  consequence  were  far  the  fewest 
T  hope  he  will  live  long  in  health  and  vigour  and  continue  a.«;  he 
is  at  jjrcsent,  a  ten'or  to  traitors  and  the  enemies  of  their  country. 
The  villains  here  seem  to  look  nj)oii  him  as  the  grcat  opposer  of 
their  purposes,  and  truly  I  believe  they  do  him  justice.    I  beg  my 
duty  to  my  father.   I  wish  you  much  health  and  am,  dear  Madam^ 
Your  most  obedient  and  aHectionate  son, 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

^  CLarles  Brett  became  oue  of  the  Lords  C'oinmi^ioners  of  the  Admiralty 
when  Lord  Howismsatthe  head  of  the  Board,  ai  I  represented  Sandwich  in 
two  parliaments.  He  married  the  t^rjinddaufj^hter  of  Sir  M'illiam  Oookrr.  of 
Croom's  tliiJ,  and  died,  tar  advanced  in  yearn,  at  his  house  iu  bjpriug  Gtirdeuiaj 
Felmiarf  lOth,  1799.  Hia  Inolher,  Captain  John  Brett,  who  was  oom  dt 
Anson's  l5initf!nant'»  in  his  voyage  round  the  world,  lost  nujili  trauiiuillity,  as 
well  a«  money,  by  being  involved  in  a  lamuii  with  an  itinerant  quack,  wjmmbi 
lie,  a  nMgwtrate,  endeavoured  to  prevmt  fnm  deluding  the  onwarf. 
Tlie  mountebank,  however,  having  a  dijMoma  of  some  sort,  obtained  damaffee 
against  the  benevolent  Captain.  Another  brother,  Timothy,  ie  mwrtioOadBy 
Wolfe  on  a  future  occasion. — Wright,  p.  186. 

*  ThB  Stale  Lottery,  dianm  November  Uih,  17M. 
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We  now  hear  the  first  of  Wolfe's  projected  Irish  journey. 
To  an  Fathze. 

bamMm,  IhmAer  19a,  1761. 
Beak  Snt, — dropped  a  hint  to  Chaiks  Breifc  some  time 
UDCe  as  if  I  had  thou^ts  of  going  into  Ireland.  You  may  be 
giue  if  the  thing  had  been  serious  I  should  have  mentioned  it  to 
you,  with  my  reasons  for  so  doing,  and  should  have  asked  your 
opinion  and  taken  it  as  a  guide.  I  did  not  imagine  that  it 
would  have  been  looked  upon  bv  C'bnrlcs  as  a  matter  of  easy 
execution,  but  only  an  object  of  the  fancy  to  play  with  till  some 
new  shadowy  project  as  light  as  that  takes  place.  I  shall  not 
be  very  fretjueiit  in  my  petitions.  Besidcii,  the  Highland  service 
next  Slimmer  will  be  an  excuse  for  Lord  Buiy  to  vefbse  me  leave 
of  absence  and  if  that  was  wanting  he  would  easily  fiame 
another  as  plausiUie.  I  have  no  other  motive  to  cany  rae  into 
that  oomit^  but  pure  coriosiiy.  I  have  no  expectations  ham 
my  friend  Lord  George.  He  has  already  done  me  more  service 
than  I  had  reason  to  hope  and  he  did  it  unaslced.  He  could 
offer  me  nothing  but  the  same  rank  in  the  Horse  or  DcagoonS| 
which  is  too  idle  a  life  to  tempt  me. 

•  •  •  »  •  •  • 

I  did  not  tell  you  that  we  have  an  assembly  of  female  rebels 
every  fortnight,  entirely  composed  of  Macdonaids,  I  razers,  and 
M*Intoshes.  I  had  the  honour  to  dance  with  the  daughter  of  a 
ehiefkain  who  was  killed  at  CuUoden,  the  Laird  of  Kippoch. 
They  are  perfectly  wild  as  the  hiUs  that  breed  them;  but  they 
lay  aside  thdr  principles  for  the  sake  of  sound  and  movement. 
They  make  no  converts,  which  I  chiefly  attribute  to  a  strong 
dialect  of  the  Erse  that  destroys  the  natural  softne»  of  their 
notes. 

I  am,  etc., 

Jam.  Wolfs. 

To  a  man  of  Wolfe's  temperament,  thru&t  into  solituilc  and 
addicted  from  boyhood  to  inward  communings,  the  advent  of  a 
birthday  would  easily  set  in  movement  a  train  of  serious  reflec- 
tions. Already  his  mind  had  been  tinged  with 'sadness.  He  had 
gone  further  than  most  men  of  his  age,  but  sudh  progress  had  by 
no  means  kept  pace  with  his  insatiable  ambition,  and  now  the 
prospect  was  not  allurii^:  he  must,  as  he  told  his  father,  "be 
content  to  be  a  little  lower  than  Caesar  in  the  list^  The  vanity  of 
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human  wishes  oppressed  him.  Thus  on  his  twenty-fifth  birthday, 
alone  m  his  l(><l^ings  at  Inverness,  Wolfe  wrote  down  his  inmost 

though  i  s  t  or  his  inother"'s  eyes.^ 

Mrs.  Wolfe  was  a  deeply  pious  wonifui,  and  in  a  previous  letter 
had  urgctl  him  seek  strength  and  consolation  on  his  knees  before 
his  Maker,  through  faith  in  God. 

7b  HIS  MOTHBB. 

InmnaiB,  22nd-25th  December  (O.S.),  1751. 

[2ntf^  Jmnuury  (N.fi.)«  1762.] 

Deab  Madam, — ^The  winter  wears  away,  so  do  our  jeai^and 

so  does  life  itself ;  and  it  matters  little  where  a  man  passes  his 
days  and  what  station  he  fills,  or  wlu  thor  he  be  great  or  con- 
siderable but  it  imports  him  soinethini^  to  look  to  his  manner  of 
life.  This  day  I  am  five-and-t  w  cnt  V  ypais  of  age,  and  all  that 
time  is  as  nothing.  When  1  am  hfty  (il  it  so  liappens)and  look 
back,  it  wiU  be  the  same ;  and  so  on  to  the  last  hour.  But  it  is 
worth  ft  Dioment^B  conaidention  that  one  nay  be  called  away  on 
a  sudden,  unguarded  and  unprepared ;  and  the  oftener  these 
tbou^ts  are  entertaine<I,  the  less  wiU  be  the  dread  or  fear  of 
death.  You  will  judge  by  this  sort  of  discourse  that  it  is  the 
dead  of  night,  when  all  is  quiet  and  at  rest,  and  one  of  those 
intervals  wherein  men  think  of  ^vhat  they  reidly  are,  and  what 
thov  really  should  be ;  how  ituu  h  is  expected,  and  how  little 
performe<l.  Our  short  duration  here,  and  the  doubts  of  here- 
after, should  awe  and  deter  the  most  flagitious,  if  they  reflected 
on  them.  The  little  time  t^ikeu  in  ibr  metiitalioii  is  the  best 
employed  in  all  their  lives ;  for  if  the  uncertainty  of  our  state 
and  being  ia  then  brought  before  ua,  and  that  oompaied  with 
our  course  of  conduct,  who  ia  there  that  wonU  immediately 
discover  the  Inconsistency  of  all  his  behaviour  and  the  vanity  of 
all  his  pursuits  ?  And  yet,  we  are  so  mixed  and  corapoumied 
that  though  1  think  seriously  this  minute,  and  lie  down  with 
good  inte!\tinns,  it  is  likely  I  may  rise  with  my  old  nature,  or 
perhaps  w  ith  the  addition  of  some  new  impertinence,  niid  t)e  the 
same  wuih  Ii  ring  lump  of  idle  errors  that  I  have  ever  been. 

You  certuiiily  advise  me  well.  You  have  pointed  out  the 
only  one  way  \vhure  Uicre  can  be  no  disappointment,  and 
comfbrt  that  will  never  &il  us,— Garr)-ing  men  steadily  and 
dieerMly  in  their  journey,  and  a  place  of  rest  at  the  end. 

*  **  It  is  already  i«u»t  twelve  o'clock,  and  I  am  tired  and  sleepy.  .  .  . 
This  in  my  birthday.  1  am  now  ueveu  aud  twenty  yuare  of  age.  What 
an  onprofitaUe  lont  I  ani.'*-4iVoiide's      i^CMj/h,  p.  171. 
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Nobody  can  be  more  persuaded  of  it  than  I  am ;  but  situation, 
eiaiiqil^  the  current  of  things,  and  our  natural  weakness  draw 
me  away  with  the  herd,  and  only  leave  me  just  strength  enough 
to  resist  the  worst  degree  of  our  iniquities.  There  are  times 
when  men  fret  at  trifles,  rw\  <juan-el  with  their  toothpicks.  In 
one  of  these  ill  habits  1  exclaim  against  the  present  condition, 
and  think  it  i:^  the  worst  of  all ;  but  coolly  and  tcmpei'ately  it  in 
plainly  the  best  Where  there  is  most  employment  and  least 
vice,  there  one  should  wish  to  be.  There  is  a  meanness  and  a 
baseness  not  to  endure  with  patience  the  little  inoonvenienoes  we 
are  subject  to;  and  to  know  no  happiness  but  in  one  spot,  and 
that  in  ease,  in  luxoiy,  in  idloiess,  seems  to  deserve  our 
eontempt.  There  are  young  amongst  us  that  have  great 
revenues  and  high  military  stations,  that  repine  at  three  months"' 
s(^>n'i(c  v/ith  their  regiments  if  they  t^o  fifty  miles  from  home. 
Soup  and  vcnamm  and  turtle  arc  tlieii  supreme  delight  and  joy, 
— an  effeminate  race  of  coxcotubs,  tiie  future  leaders  of  our 
anuieij,  defenders  and  protectors  of  our  great  and  free  nation ! 

You  bid  me  avoid  Fort  William,  beoEiuse  you  believe  it  still 
wome  than  this  place.  Thai  will  not  be  my  reason  for  wishing 
to  avoid  it;  but  the  diange  of  conversation,  the&ar  of  becoming 
a  mere  ruffian,  and  of  imbibing  the  tyrannical  prindples  of  an 
ahaolute  commander,  or  giving  way  insensible  to  the  temptations 
of  power,  till  I  become  proud,  insolent,  and  intolerable : — these 
considerations  will  make  me  wish  to  leave  the  regiment  before 
the  next  winter,  and  always  (if  it  could  be  so)  after  eight 
months"*  duty  ;  that  by  frequenting  men  above  myself  I  may 
kiiow  my  true  condition,  and  by  discoursing  with  the  other  sex 
may  leai'n  some  civility  and  mildness  of  carriage,  but  never  pay 
the  price  of  the  last  improvement  with  the  loss  of  reason. 
Better  be  a  savage  of  some  use  than  a  gentle,  amorous  puppy, 
obnoiiooB  to  all  the  world.  One  of  the  wildest  of  wild  dans  is 
a  worthier  being  than  a  perfect  Philander. 

[He  had  sat  up  composing  this  letter  far  into  the  night. 
Upon  reading  it  in  tlu  morning  a  profound  disgust  seized  upon 
him  and  be  continued  in  a  wholly  diiierent  strain.] 

I  have  had  a  mind  to  bum  this  letter.  You'll  think  it  too 
grave,  unreasonably  so  ;  or  you  may  .suspect  I  play  the  hypocrite, 
with  design  to  lead  you  into  an  opiniou  oi  oui*  reformation. 
Charies  has  bought  me  a  French  translation  of  Thucydides,  and 
has  not  been  paid.   I  wish  you  would  desire  my  father  to  lay 
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down  the  monov  for  mc  till  we  meet.  It  is  a  most  incomprirablc 
book.  I  wisli  I  may  get  £^20,  to  pay  these  little  incuiubrauces ; 
anything  niore  %vould  be  unrea^sonable  to  expect. 

It  is  a&id  that  Lafausille  is  preparing  to  publish  a  new 
treatise  of  Discipline  and  Beflections  upon  the  Govarmneot  of 
Annies.  I  hope  I/ifhisiriU  add  bit  Notes  and  Banaike,  for  the 
anraaenient  of  tiie  public  and  great  divenioii  of  alllila  aeqoaini* 
ante,  lliere  is  alreadj  so  much  nonsense  upon  this  subject,  and 
it  is  in  itself  so  barren  and  dry  (in  the  manner  it  is  commonly 
treated),  that  I  wonder  at  any  attempt  of  the  kind.  Lord 
Molesworth  and  General  Kane — two  very  accurate  writers — have 
expressed  their  thoughts  in  a  very  prrHv,  coT-icisp  di^jconrs*',  to 
the  great  advantage  and  improvement  of  those  persiiu^  toi  whom 
they  were  inteijded.  Th^e  are  the  patterns  for  my  brother 
lieutenant-colonel  to  imitate.  Perhapb  you'll  imagine  that  this 
is  aU  iU-natoie  in  me,  and  that  I  eniy  lum  tlie  rq>utalion  wfaidi 
must  foUow  his  labounL  Upon  my  word,  I  do  not ;  but  I  could 
wish  that  he  could  be  contented  with  Ids  share  of  fiune  To 
speak  fairly,  I  don'^  bdiere  what  I  have  heard,  from  my  opinion 
of  my  friend's  moderation. 

Mrs.  Inwood^s  great  vivacity  and  great  good-nature  make 
her  an  excellent  whiter  companion  She  is  very  well  in  all 
seasons,  but  part  i(  ui  u  Iv  in  cold  weathei';  her  lively  discourse 
in  December  makes,  sorne  amends  for  her  inactivity  in  May. 
One  thing  grieves  me,  that  you  must  necessarily  keep  house 
while  she  stays ;  for  I  think  I  have  heard  you  say  that  her  wind 
won^  last  her  a  hundred  yards,  and  thet  her  actton  soon  fiuls. 
If  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  present  my  compliments  to  her, 
and  assure  her  that  I  do  not  nmU  about  tiie  room  now,  nor  am 
I  in  that  desperate  condition  that  she  has  seen  and  known,  and 
laughed  at !  I  was  shamefully  beat  at  chess  by  a  Scotch  laird 
about  five  months  ago ;  this  has  put  me  out  of  conceit  of  my 
own  play.  T  nuist  again  become  n  sc  hf^lir  under  Mrs.  Inwood, 
to  make  hk  albenfivc^  to  {he  game  and  teach  me  tO  think.  I 
b^  my  duty  to  iny  father,  and  am, 

Dear  Aladam,  etc., 

James  Worn 

Wolfe  by  no  means  discontinued  his  studies  at  Invcnca, 

Realizing  the  importance  of  mathematics  he  engaged  a  Mr,  Barbour, 
who,  like  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  **kept  a  schule  and  ca'd  it  an 
Acaademy,"^  and  who  enjoyed  much  load  repute  as  a  mathematician 
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to  continue  him  in  principles  of  Algebra  and  Geometry.  The 
Lieutenant- Colonel  thus  humorously  describes  the  efi'cct  of  his 
renewed  studies. 

To  BIS  Fathkk. 

Inverness,  12th  January,  17o2. 
Dkar  Sib, — I  have  read  the  mathematics  till  I  am  grown 
peifecUj  stupid,  and  have  algebraicaUj  worked  sway  the  little 
portioii  of  imdentaDding  that  was  alloired  to  me   Tliej  have 
not  even  left  me  the  qualities  of  a  coxcomb ;  for  I  can  neither 
laogh  nor  sing,  nor  talk  an  hour  upon  nothing.   Tlie  latter  of 
these  is  a  sensible  loss,  for  it  excludes  a  gentleman  from  all  good 
company,  and  makes  him  entirely  unfit  for  the  conversation  of 
the  polite  world.    However,  a  man  may  nmke  a  neighbourlike 
appearance  in  this  cold  rei^ioii  with  a  modcmte  competency  of 
knowledge,  and  with  a  degree  of  gravity  that  may  supply  the 
deficiency.    And  wliocver  goes  to  kirk  (as  I  do)  once  a  week, 
and  there  comports  himself  with  more  reverence  to  the  priest 
than  oonBideiation  for  the  nature  of  the  business — herein  I 
sometimes  fail — ^wiU  most  assuredly  and  deservedly  obtain  the 
rotation  of  great  wisdom  and  discretion.  We  are  allowed  to 
be  the  roost  religious  foot  offtcers  that  have  been  seen  in  the 
North  for  many  a  day,  and  some  words  are  thrown  away  every 
Sunday  in  prayers  for  our  amendment  and  exemplary  life  and 
conversation.    See  the  variety  and  constant  change  of  things : 
in  most  of  our  quarters  we  have  been  looked  upon  no  hotter 
than  as  the  sons  of  darkness,  and  given  up  unto  Satan ;  here  we 
are  white  as  the  snow  that  cover  all  the  hills  about, — not  from 
want  of  temptation  to  sin,  you  may  believe,  but  from  sudden 
conversion  and  power  to  resist. 

My  unde  Wat  has  given  over  oorreqKmding  with  me^— -at 

least  I  imagine  so.  I  believe  we  don^t  agree  in  our  system  of 
military  affoirB,  and  therefore  he  drops  me,  aa  an  innovator  in 

discipline.  I  hear  he  is  very  ^vf>1l.  Mr.  Fisher  is  empowered  to 
do  prodigious  things  with  rnv  prize  in  the  lottery  ;  amongst  the 
re-^t  he  will  pay  for  my  French  Thiicvdid«>s — /if/r  historian — I 
speak  a  soldier.  I  am  thinking  what  a  iioble  bahince  there 
will  be  on  my  side  when  our  accounts  are  settled !  1  beg  my 
duty  to  my  mother,  and  am, 

Dear  Sir,  etc., 

Jan.  Worn 
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There  arc  worse- nt id  h  >s  appropriate — ways  of  disbnrsincr  a 
prize  won  in  a  lottery  than  by  purchasing  the  volumes  of  Voltaire, 

To  HIS  Mother. 

InmMM,  /m.  84a  (0.a),  \W 
Dbab  BiAOAM, — don^  almjs  undentaDd  mjsdf  and  can^ 
tiieiefofe  wonder  that  I  am  aometimes  imiiitdligible  to  oHien. 
However,  I  doo^  mean  to  be  otMOire  in  my  disooufie  to  yoOyaDd 
80  my  wmda  generallj  bear  the  sense  that  they  are  most  usiudly 
taken  in ;  their  common  acceptation — when  this  is  not  the  case, 
and  the  meaning  not  plain,  pmy  Ho  so  good  to  burn  the  letter. 
I  think  vf^nr  lianlost  ta'^k  will  l)!-  to  make  out  the  wonls.  If  I 
did  nuL  kiiou  tin  t>i  s!  part  of  what  I  had  writ  it  would  be  sonie- 
tiiu^  difficult  to  read  my  own  writing.  I  am  quite  sensible  that 
you  are  nohow  oonooned  in  military  afibirs,  and  have  given  me 
DO  poaitive  ordere  to  leaide  ben^  or  tbere ;  nor  are  you  the  canae 
of  any  evil  that  idle  upon  me;  ao  I  repent  me  macfa»  if  woida 
have  dropped  from  me  that  are  unpleasant  and  onsui table — or 
aeem  to  proceed  from  a  reatleaa  mid  fretful  temper  inconriatwit 
with  the  regard  due  to  your  peace  which  I  should  be  sony  to 
disturb  for  myself.  I  do  not  know  what  demon  possessed  me  at 
that  uniucky  hour ;  but  I  have  ne  ver  known  my  thoiights  less 
confuMxl  than  of  late,  and  easy  stupidity  and  insensibility  seems 
to  have  crept  into  me ;  and  docs  the  part  of  reason  in  keeping 
the  vessel  steady,  with  prodigious  success.  It  is  so  pleasing  a 
atate  that  I  preifier  it  to  any  ooooeit  that  the  fanoj  oan  produce, 
any  wfaiHwinid  of  the  brain,  or  violent  chaae  after  nothing — ^the 
one  goea  alowly,  sedately,  and  heaiily,  tiie  other  diatnetedly  to 
the  aame  end.  niat  I  am  ttiU  here^  is  a  proof  that  yon  have  no 
power  to  remove  me — but  you  may  be  aamied  by  way  ol 
comfort,  that  I  can  sleep  throogh  any  miaqhance  and  dose  away 
all  my  complaints. 

So  may  fine  people  conc\irring  in  the  same  views  and  dis- 
a]ij)oinLed  at  last;  a  unioti  so  well  stnted,  that  they  ju.stly 
obliiin  the  name  of  agreeable,  and  get  liieir  ticket  a  blank — is  a 
flagrant  proof  that  these  matters  are  wholly  governed  by  chaaoe 
and  aecident,  and  no  sort  of  regard  is  had  to  the  jnat  pntennona 
of  the  select  few:  Are  all  yoor^i  blank  ?  lliere  are  thousands 
in  the  aame  oaae^  that  can  leas  ai&fd  the  loaa—I  think  it  ia  very 
good  in  you  to  oontribnte  ao  mnch  to  the  public  expenaea,  I 
hope  when  your  bouses  are  sold,  you  will  be  enabled  to  do  more, 
and  help  to  the  army  and  the  fleet 
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Charles  s&js^  there''s  thirty  sail,  in  the  harbour  at  Fljrmcmih, 
I  got  a  letter  from  little  Rickson  the  other  day,  who  never 
forgets  to  make  grateful  mention  of  the  civility  he  received  jfrom 
my  ftttbor  and  you,  and  to  oH'er  his  resjx'cts ;  he  languishes  and 
sighs  for  his  native  country  ;  though  the  affairs  of  that  province 
are  in  a  better  way  than  fornierliy.  Parry  a^ssures  me  that  he  will 
send  some  shells  to  Mr.  Fisher  by  the  first  ship  that  goes  from 
Edinburgh  and  he  makeB  me  believe  that  Major  Innes  will  send 
dsty  oat  seventy  pounds  of  Minorcan  honey  fiom  port  Mahon 
as  quick  as  possible.  I  am  sure  the  jar  you  were  so  kind  as  to 
give  me,  has,  and  continues  to  be  of  great  service^  I  ean*t  be  too 
thankful  for  such  a  fiivour. 

What  hinders  you  from  meeting  as  usual  ?  I  hope  your 
parties  are  not  so  srrittered  but  you  may  collect  again.  The 
dull  winter  hours  re({uiie  some  dissipation,  people  want  to  be 
enlivened  in  such  a  dead  sc  iison. 

Mrs.  Wilniot  is  the  oKlest  of  all  my  old  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, and  I  never  see  her  but  with  great  pleasure,  and  love  to 
hear  her  name  menttoned^is  she  as  merxy  as  heretofore  ?  does 
shelaui^away  all  her  life?  I  hope  her  good  humour  wfll  never 
forsake  her.  I  have  recovered  my  hesjSig,  within  these  tfafee 
weeks — a  month  ago  I  could  not  hear  my  watch  strike  with  the 
xig^t  ear,  and  it  has  been  so  ever  since  I  left  London ;  exercise 
and  temperance  have  brought  this  about,  and  will  do  the  rest  in 
time.  I  am  plea.sed  to  know  that  yon  are  lx)th  in  health— I  b^ 
my  duty  to  my  father  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  son. 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

To  Mai.  Worn, 

Grtmwiek,  Kmii,  SOu  Bntakn. 

His  absence  in  the  Highlands  had  not  caused  his  influential 
friends  to  forget  him.  His  inamorata's  uncle,  Sir  John  Mordaunt, 
tried  to  get  him  an  appointment  as  aide-de-camp,  fearing  that  a  too 
long  expatriation  might  put  the  young  officer  out  of  the  lists  of 
preferment,  but  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  other  views  and  the 
application  was  refused.  Wolfe  was  not  sorry,  as  the  Mbiring 
letter  shows. 

To  uis  Fathea. 

Mvoy  \tt,  1752. 
Dsaa  Sib, — tdd  you  my  reasons  why  I  thought  there  was 
nothing  to  be  expected  in  Imand  before  I  knew  your  sentiments 
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on  that  snbiect,  I  may  aclfT  Hint  as  Lord  George  did  not  seem 
to  hearken  to  what  was  dropped  [relative  to  the  aide-de-camp's 
employ]  I«>t  \viiiter  in  I<ondou,  it  is  not  very  probable  he  has 
changed  ins  opmioii. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  a  ready  road  to  recommendation  and  prefer- 
ment,  if  a  man  acquits  himself  as  lie  ought ;  but  to  speak  truly  I 
am  by  no  means  calculated  for  an  office  of  that  kind,  upon 
sevend  accounts,  and  therefore  don^  grieve  much  at  the 
lefbsal,  though  not  Ihe  less  obliged  to  Sir  John  for  proposing 
it.  While  I  do  serve  I  do  not  wish  to  be  out  of  mj 
character,  nor  receive  my  pay  in  idleness^ 

The  snow  begins  to  inclt,  so  that  the  roads  and  rivers 
will  be  for  a  while  inipiissiible.  There  are  some  rapid  rivers 
in  this  country  tliat  have  neither  bridge  or  boat,  n})on  the 
highway  from  Inverness  to  Edinburgh,  so  that  when  a  quantity 
of  water  fidls  from  the  mountains,  the  post  and  passengers 
are  retarded  till  it  runs  off.  We  had  no  other  way  of 
distinguishing  Oiristmas  than  that  we  found  it,  as  it 
commonly  is,  the  coldest  time  of  the  year^  and  made  a  larger 
fire  than  usual,  and  ate  exceeding  bad  mince-pies  that  our 
sutler's  wife,  who  is  a  very  religious  woman,  begged  we  mipht 
taste,  .  .  .  Tlie  spring  that  gives  a  new  face  to  the  whole 
creation,  will  enliven  us  alL 

I  am,  etc.,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

To  ma  Mother, 

Inverness,  Ftb.  1758. 
Dsaa  BfADAH, — ^It  is  very  pleasing  to  me,  to  know  that  our 
sentiments  agree,  let  the  subjeet  be  what  it  will ;  but  I  should 
be  mudi  better  satisfied,  if  aU  the  actions  of  my  life  were  such  as 
you  would  approve  of ;  for,  it  is  evident,  that  our  words  are  no 
proof  of  good  conduct :  th^  don't  always  express  our  thoughts ; 
but,  what  a  man  does  may  be  depended  upon,  and  is  the  true 
niPHsnrt*  of  his  worth.  The  lady  you  mentionfvl  is  ycry  fair  of 
speec'ii,  and  yet  you  see  how  little  to  be  truslt  rl  to  in  other 
respects,  and  how  subtle.  I  have  formerly  observed  her  dis- 
position, (but  not  so  accurately  as  I  might  have  done)  and  dui 
not  always  like  the  appearences  as  they  struck  me  ;  but,  I  saw 
how  deeply  CSiarles  was  hivolved,  and  tiieiefoie  fiathom  to 
speak  too  firedy,  that  I  mi^t  not  torment  him ;  the  way  she 
treated  him,  would  have  opened  the  eyes  of  a  less  amorooa 
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gallant,  and  turned  his  love  and  admiration  into  prrfwt  con- 
tempt, I  liope  however  that  vnn  have  not  divulged  wtiut  she 
was  pleaswl  to  say  of  nic,  in  oln dicnce  to  her  mother;  for  these 
reitsons,  that  it  will  do  hei  an  irrcjMirable  injury  ;  and  if  it 
should  reach  CharWs  ear,  will  give  him  pain  ;  I  dare  say  these 
conddaatioDS  ha^e  had  their  just  weight  with  joa.  As  joa 
fimtold^  Swindcn  hM  written  to  zemind  of  iny  pioniuei) 
I  only  Bttnd  engaged  in  coae  a  boy  oomei  forih,  and  I  leoom- 
mend  my  little  godaon  to  yonr  kindness,  if  it  eo  happens ;  and 
ray  expense  shall  be  repaid  you,  when  the  arrean  oome  in.^  I 
did  not  know  the  price  of  the  books,  but  Miss  Brett  will  be 
soon  informed  of  that,  Wc  arc  not  enoiiLdi  Hc»|uainted  with  our- 
selves to  determine  our  future  conduct,  nor  can  any  man  foresee 
what  shall  hapy)en — but  jis  far  as  one  may  ha»\rd  a  conjecture — 
there  is  a  great  probability  that  1  shall  never  marry.  1  ^liall 
hardly  euga-e  in  an  affiur  of  that  nature  purely  for  money : 
nor  do  I  bdieve  that  my  in&tnation  will  ever  he  strong 
enon^  to  pennade  me*  that  people  can  li^e  without  it; 
heridea,  udeaa  there  be  nolenoe  done  to  my  inclinations,  by  the 
power  of  some  gentle  nymph»  I  had  much  rather  listen  to  the 
dram  and  trnmpet  than  any  softer  sound  whatever.  Fisher  g^ve 
me  early  notice  of  my  prize— but  alas,  that  does  not  make  me 
amrndsfnr  a  horse  that  T  lost  in  the  beginning  of  tlie  winter  by 
the  neglect  of  the  k(  <  r  ;l  iH  .ist  that  cost  me  live  and  twenty 
pounds,  though  he  was  not  \^  ( n  tli  half  the  uioney. 

Loftus  luui  alwayt)  been  an  old  fashioned  coxcomb — a  tawdry 

kind  of  beau.  I  sappose  he  would  dress  tiie  regiment  in  his  own 
taste;  he*s  one  of  those  people  who  think  there  can^hetoo 
much  finery,  no  matter  where  ^tis  stuck. 

Miss  Brett's  kindness  for  her  brother  cannot  be  enough 
admired ;  he  is  going  to  a  strange  plaoe,  and  she  is  resolved 
be  shall  want  for  nothing.  Charles  is  in  reputation  for 
chastity,  so  she  may  be  sure  the  girls  (though  they  are 
handsome)  will  be  (piite  safe  with  him.  I  have  just  now  received 
ft  letter  fidrii  my  uncle  Walter — he  enquires  after  my  father 
and  yt»u,  and  ^ems  conctrnod  tiiat  he  has  not  heard  from 
either  for  a  long  while.     I   hope  you  will  succeed  in  the 

'  ThU  godson  did  notsnrrive.  Mrs.  Wolfe  bequeathed  £600  to  Susannah, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  S.  F.  Swinden  ;  but  no  son  of  his  is  mentioned  in  her 
will.  Wolfe  was  godfother  to  many  other  boys^  amonest  whom  was  tl  i  1  ite 
Lord  Crinffletie,  son  of  Lieut -Colonel  Murray^  and  rather  of  James  Wolfe 
Murray,  &q.,  who  has  three  sous,  all  of  whom  bear  the  name  of  **  Wolfe." 
Wrigiit,  UM.— Que  ef  tiwss  sen  is  Sir  Jsaias  Wolft  Mirny. 
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management  of  all  your  London  affairs,  that  you  mav  have 
an  end  to  such  unpleasant  business.  My  washer-woman  says 
sho  tliinks  I  shall  hold  out  till  next  autinnn  with  her 
assistance:  she  has  promised  to  keep  pvoiyiliiii^  \ery  tight, 
and  if  shes  as  good  as  her  word,  it  will  .save  yt>u  tlie  trouble 
of  sending  any  new  linra.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Inwood 
and  to  BfisB  Brett  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  fiitfaer,  and  ttin,  dear 
Madain» 

Yow  most  obedient  and  aftctionate  no, 

Jam:  Worn 

To  Mbs.  Wolfe, 
Greenwich. 

7b  RB  MOTHBB. 

Inverness,  6th  March,  1762. 
Dkah  Madam, — The  greatest  pleasure  your  letters  can 
give  me  is  to  know  that  you  are  both  in  good  health,  and, 
consequently,  in  the  enjoyment  of  every  good  that  follows  it. 
If  I  ooold  be  always  aattued  of  that,  I  should  not  insist 
any  further,  but  leave  it  to  any  moment  of  your  leisure  to 
treat  of  l^t  matters.  An  empty  house  is  a  veiy  buidensome 
possession,  and  you  are  happy  that  you  have  got  tid  of  yours,^ 
if  thcfe  was  no  other  reason  than  that  it  eases  your  mind  of 
an  encumbrance  otherwise  not  easily  shaken  off;  for  as  we 
accustom  ourselves  from  infaiirv  to  measure  our  real  good  by 
the  condition  of  oiu*  little  affairs,  and  do  often  place  our 
happiness  or  misery  in  opinion,  and  the  comparing  our  situation 
with  that  of  other  people,  we  are  apt  to  torment  ourselves  with 
crosses  and  accidents  much  more  than  their  nature  deserves. 
Tilis  leads  one  to  a  oondusiaii  that  perhaps  there  &  a  possibility 
of  going  through  the  business  of  the  world  without  any  strong 
connection  or  attachment  or  anything  that  is  in  it,  and  with  a 
kind  of  indifference  as  to  what  happens.  The  danger  of  this 
indifference  is,  that  in  time  it  may  turn  to  dislike,  and,  unless 
reasonably  curbed,  may  influence  our  conduct,  and  make  us  fall 
out  with  ourseU'os,  which  of  all  quarrels  is  the  most  dangerous, 
and  the  most  difiicuit  to  reconcile.  But,  sure,  every  man  of 
common  sense  will  discover  l)eauty  and  \'irtiie  enough  to  keep 
him  in  good  temper;  and  if  not,  he  will  try  to  possess  himself  of 
magnanimity  to  resist  evil,  and  a  cei  Lain  portion  of  benevoleuoe 
that  shall  incline  him  to  think  charitably  of  what  is  due  to  the 
crowd* 

'  The  GMSfkwkh  hense  wis  sold. 
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I  have  lately  fallen  into  the  acquaintance  (by  mere  chance) 
of  two  yonnfx  J^cntrh  ladies,  with  whoNO  ronvcrsation  I  am  infinitely 
deliglitrd.  They  are  birds  of  a  fine  leather,  and  very  rare  in  this 
country.  <  )iic  ol  thtiu  a  wife,  the  other  a  maid.  The  former 
has  the  htrougeal  understanding,  the  other  ha^*  the  prettiest  face ; 
biit  as  I  am  not  di^KMad  to  baeome  the  aiava  oi  either,  the 
matron  itandi  tta/L  I  meotioo  this  ctrcomstanoe  to  dear  op  all 
doubt  that  vu^bt  arise  from  the  sulject,  and  I  speak  of  these 
ladies  to  show  that  we  should  not  despair,  and  that  some  aatia- 
fiietiai  may  be  fbondeven  where  it  is  least  eipeeted. 

Lord  George  is  the  man  of  all  mj  aoqoaintanoe  that  I  most 
wish  to  see  married  :  ho  has  the  nece^s>lr\^  qualifiofitions  of  riches 
(for  we  must  put  that  first),  honour,  prudence  and  good  temper, 
and  is  come  to  years  of  discretion,  as  it  is  c^ed. 

Lurci  Bury  comes  down  in  April ;  he*"!!  stay  six  weeks,  and 
then  swear  there's  no  enduring  it  any  longer,  and  beg  leave 
to  fetum.  *'Wo]ie»jooH  stay  in  the  Highlands;  yoa  oan^ 
with  any  Cms^  ask  to  quit  the  xc|{unait  so  di^psBM^  and  when 
yoa  have  dothed  and  sent  them  to  their  difcent  qnarten,  to- 
wards the  end  of  November  you  shall  come  to  Londim,  my  dear 
finend,  for  three  months.^  This  will  be  his  disooone^  and  I  must 
say,  "  My  Lord,  you  are  very  kind  !  ^  Here  are  people  that 
remember  to  have  seen  my  &ther  at  Fort  William.  I  never 
heard  him  mention  that.  Perhaps  he  has  been  silent  b^»use 
there  is  a  circumstance  attending  it  that  docs  him  honour.  Of 
all  men  upon  earth,  I  believe  he  speaks  the  ie^iht  in  his  own 
praise,  and  that's  the  reason  why  I  never  eiqpect  to  see  his  name 
in  the  GamtU,  I  am,  etc;,  etc.* 

Jam.  Wouk. 

"There  is  good  reason  to  condude,''  observes  Wright,^  ''that 
the  *matran*  aUuded  to  above  was  Mn.  Forbes,  wife  of  John^  only 
son  of  the  fiunons  lioid  Aeddent.  It  will  be  seen  that  Wolfe 
entertained  a  high  r^ard  for  that  lady,  concerning  whose  health 
be  frequently  inquires  after  he  left  Scotland.  It  is  much  more 
pleasing  to  look  upon  the  old  historic  house  as  the  scene  of  Mrs. 
Forbes''s  genial  hospitality  towards  the  as  yet  comparatively 
undistinguished  officer,  than  as  the  temporary  abode  of  the  youTic: 
Chevalier  and  of  his  successful  rival  before  and  after  the  bloody 
battle  that  terminated  the  rebellion.^ 
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To  uis  Fatuxju 

Inverness,  2(MA  March^  1752. 

Deae  Sib, — The  meeting  of  the  whole  regiment  and  Lord 
Bury''s  presence  will  put  me  to  the  necessity  of  changing  my 
manner  of  living,  and  if  I  dmi'^  aoqiore  nune  Imowledge  I  shall 
oertainly  get  more  health  faj  the  change^  I  have  alfeady 
mentioned  what  kind  of  weather  and  how  severe  a  winter  we 
have  had,  and  when  I  add  the  impossibility  of  sHiring  out  of  Ihe 
town  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  oonversible  fit  companion  in 
it,  you  may  believe  that  my  long  confinement  has  perhaps  been 
more  from  necessity  Oirti  choice,  I  can''t  drink  norplav  without 
the  fear  of  destroying  the  officers,  and  some  of  them  are  already 
but  too  much  inclined  to  that  riDiious  mhJ  disa-strous  vice. 

It  will  be  in  the  middle  of  May  before  we  are  reviewed,  and 
near  the  latter  end  when  we  send  out  our  Highland  detacliment. 
Jnne  h  everywhere  a  pleasant  montlv  and  in  Jufy  we  may  b^in 
to  flhoot.  Laid  Buiy  likes  his  diversion,  and  so  do  I.  Hell 
keep  me  to  cany  his  powder  horn  and  flints ;  we  diall  lamUe 
finom  post  to  post  till  he^s  tired  and  goes  ofl^,  and  then  I  shall 
retreat  into  Fort  William  and  remain  there  until  further  orders. 
Years  roll  on  in  this  way,  and  are  (unluckily  for  us)  never  to  be 
reenlled.  Our  friends  forget  us ;  we  grow  rnstic,  hard-tempered 
and  s(  vere,  and  insensibly  fall  into  a  course  of  thought  and 
action  that  is  more  readily  observed  than  corrected.  We  us<»  a 
very  dangerous  freedom  and  loosener  of  speech  amongst  t>ui  - 
selves ;  this  by  degrees  makes  wickedness  and  debaucL<jry  less 
odious  lhan  it  should  be»  if  not  fiuniUar,  and  sets  truth,  religion 
and  virtue  at  a  great  distance.  I  hear  things  ever)'  day  said 
that  would  shock  your  ears,  and  often  say  things  myself  that  are 
not  fit  to  be  repeated,  perhaps  without  any  ill  intention,  but 
merely  by  the  force  of  custom.  The  best  that  can  be  offered  in 
orn*  defence  is,  that  some  of  us  see  the  evil  and  wish  to  avoid  it. 

I  have  shut  mv  books  and  am  every  fair  day  on  horse- 
hack,  I  nm  sorry  you  liave  entirely  given  up  that  sort  of 
exercise,  beiause  it  is,  beyond  all  dispute,  the  best.  I  hope  you 
are  persnailed  that  motion  of  some  kind  or  other  is  necessary  to 
your  health.  1  take  the  freedom  to  put  you  in  mind  of  it,  be- 
cause yott  seem  sometimes  less  solicitotis  about  it  than  it  really 
deserves.  My  mother  sufiers  when  yon  do,  so  that  I  am  doaUy 
interested  in  your  welfare.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  mother,  and 
am,  etc, 

Jam.  Wolfs. 
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To  HIS  MOTHES. 

Invmaem,  April  IQth,  17B9. 

Demm  Maiiiaii» — ^However  I  may  be  disposed  of,  jou  may 
be  sectue  and  satisfied  that  I  shall  in  all  thingi  consider  my 
condition;  shall  bear  any  ill-treatment  with  patience  and 
fortitude,  and  must  always  think  that  he  who  has  lost  his 
liberty,  or  was  never  free,  has  nothing  worth  contending  for.  If 
it  was  left  to  mv  choice,  I  should  run  awny  to  the  Ausirian  camp 
at  LuxembouiL:.  or  to  the  French  army  in  LoriaiiK  ;  for  I 
don't  think  in yself  quite  secure  in  England,  aiid  niy  course  of 
thought  lead;>  me  to  shuii  danger  and  seek  improvement. 
•  •••••• 

The  lieatenant-CoLonel  you  spesk  of  (I  suppu!»e  you  mean 
AldercEon)  is  near  the  top  of  oar  list ;  he  has  been  stran|^y 
leeommended  ftom  Ireland,  with  the  title  of  long  service  to 
support  the  reoommendation.^  My  success  in  that  way  depends 
upon  events  not  to  be  wished  or  hoped  for.  I  can  only  rise 
in  war,  by  my  willinj^ness  to  cngafro  in  it.  In  these  cooler 
times  the  y)arlininentarv  interest  and  weight  of  particular 
families  annihilates  all  other  pretentions  ;  when  I  am  aiuoiigst 
the  youngest  of  my  own  rank,  and  have  had  as  great  favour 
shown  me  as  I  could  modestly  expect  Don't  believe  that  I 
am  insensible  of  your  affectionate  concern  and  my  &ther^  in  the 
matter;  I  know  wdll  horn  whence  it  i9owB»  and  that  know- 
ledge will  hdp  me  to  hear  little  afllictionB  without  wavering 
or  repining ;  for  I  know  no  better  reason  to  be  contented  than 
that  you  idah  it,  and  when  Fm  not  truly  satisfied  rU  endeavoor 
to  appear  so.  I  must  send  off  my  hooks  and  recommend  them 
to  your  care ;  the  weight  grows  too  considerable  for  long 
journeys,  and  a  few  well  chosen  is  a  great  library  for  a  soldier, 

I  am,  etc., 

J.  WOLFK, 

Lord  Bury  appears  to  have  been  a  somewhat  difficolt  penonage. 
It  was  in  the  h^iest  degree  improbable  thnt  f^vo  natures  so 
diametrically  opposed  could  work  together  without  discomfort  to 

at  least  one  of  them.  Burv  was  but  little  Wolff-'s  senior,  but  he 
was  the  son  of  a  lord  and  heir  to  an  earldom.    He  was  arbitrary 

'  Lieut. -Colonel  John  .Aldercron,  of  the  7th  Foot,  succeeded  to  the 
colonelcy  of  JUekbeWt—iiOth  (East  Middleiiex)  in  March  1762.  Early  in 
17M  be  embarked  for  Madns  with  hia  regiment.—''  Primu  la  M^/'— and 
was  nomi;i  tto<!  Commander-in -Chief  in  Iildis.  He  beoSBM a  lient^Senenl 
in  1760,  and  died  in  Jtdj  1766.— Wri^L 
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and  capridout.  Wolfe  was  oonadous  that  Loid  Bury,  who  had  the 
ear  of  the  CommaDder-in-Cbief,  perpetaaUy  stood  in  his  way,  and 

there  were  timas  nhen  he  felt  an  inclination  to  cut  and  mn  from  it 
all.  He  was  not  a  peace  soldier.  If  be  was  to  rise  very  high  it 
must  be  through  active  ssm'ce,  and  active  servke  was  not  to  be 

bad  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

An  illustration  of  his  Colonels  temper  was  furnished  when  Bury 
finally  joined  his  regiment.  To  iind  an  instance  of  such  a  want  of 
tact  would  be  to  ransack,  history  indeed.  '  Wolfe's  niannei^*  ajid 
the  hthKfkm  that  he  had  inculcated  upon  his  men  had  almost 
entireij  removed  the  svendon  whidi  the  town  of  Invemess  and  the 
smronnding  inhahitants  bad  tint  felt  for  the  soldieiy.  The  ktter 
had  even  grown  popular.  On  the  arri^  of  Bury  on  April  18 
tbe  Provost  and  Councillors  requested  his  presence  at  a  celebration 
of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  birthday.  Buxy  observed  that  be  was 
delighted  to  find  the  inhaViitrtniH  of  Inverness  so  loyal.  But  he 
believed  that  there  was  another  occasion  at  haiid  whose  cele- 
bration I'.ould  give  his  Royal  Highness  even  greater  pieifsnre.  This 
was  the  ouniversaiy  of  tlie  Battle  of  CuUodeii.  Consternation 
appeared  upon  the  faces  of  the  deputation;  they  retired  saying 
that  they  wonM  oonsult  their  oolleagaea.  From  men  widi  a 
partide  of  manhood,  a  tame  acquiescence  in  sndi  asaggestion  oodd 
hardly  be  expected.  Ihej  declined  to  odebrate  the  fell  of  their 
BOD0»  brothers  and  kinsmen,  and  a  further  deputation  waited  upon 
Bmy  with  an  answer  to  this  elfeeL  Bury's  retort  was  to  threaten 
them  with  a  military  outbreak  as  a  result  of  the  disappointment 
his  soldiere  would  feel.  This  frightened  the  poor  Provost  and 
(Irputation  into  compliance;  but  what  the  Lieu  ten  a  Tit -Colonel 
must  have  thought  of  the  tactlessness  of  such  a  ])i ot  i  o<iiiig  can 
b^t  be  conjectui'cd.  It  is  safe  to  say  he  took,  uu  part  in  tlus 
impolitic  celebratioa  of  tbe  Battle  of  Culloden. 

7b  Hu  Faihb. 

Inverness,  April  2Srd,  1762. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  nwakeied  from  a  stiite  of  indoloMe  and 
inactivity  by  the  recollection  of  what  i'^  dnr  tn  you. 

This  is  the  first  letter  that  I  have  ytrmK  il  siiu  I^rd  Bury 
came  here.  His  LoKKliip  jm\ >  my  HlUnd.iuee  upon  him  with 
fair  word^  and  piumtse:s  ;  and  be  thinks  it  highly  reasonable  that 
my  long  confinement  should  have  an  end,  thou^  he  is  fer  from 
being  son  of  Uie  Duke^  oonsent.  I  tdl  him  the  matter  of  feet, 
that  whoi  I  fed  any  extmndinaiy  restraint,  and  am  kept  kqger 
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witii  the  i  t  f^M  merit  than  is  equittibie,  I  hate  the  sight  of  a  soldier  ; 
have,  nevertlieless,  too  inucli  niceness  to  neglect  the  service,  and 
tcx>  much  indifference,  as  to  reputation  and  applause,  to  exert 
mjself  to  any  high  degree.  Some  of  these  young  men  have 
borrowed  tfadr  notions  of  anna,  and  the  people  that  compose 
them^from  neighbouring  nations,  and  seem  of  o|nnion  that  a 
stupid  kind  of  obedience  and  conformity  to  their  will  supplies 
the  want  of  military  virtue  and  abihty. 

Fifteen  companies  of  Foot  an  to  work  this  summer  at  the 
new  £otrt 

•  ■••»•• 

I  am,  etc.^ 

J.  WoUfE. 

The  longest  winter  wears  away  at  last,  and  Wolfe^s  departure 
from  Inverness  drew  near.  He  had  now  the  prospect  of  leave  of 
absence  at  a  favourable  season  of  the  year,  and  he  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  it.  If  he  could  not  leave  the  kingdom  he  could 
at  least  iixy  to  Ireland,  and  for  Ireland  Wolfe  always  cherished 
a  warm  atriftion.  Early  in  May,  he  bade  a  final  farewell  to  his 
fnentls  in  Livemess,  He  had  still  a  tenn  to  fulfil  at  Fort 
Augustus,  before  he  couid  set  out  on  his  travels. 

Fort  Augustus  baa  been  made  familiar  to  us  through  the 
Highland  journey  of  Dr.  Johnson. 

U  u  His  MoTHfcK, 

ImwmM,  im  Mag,  1762. 

Dkaa  BlAnaif Hie  best  return  I  can  make  for  your  kind 
inquiry  and  care  about  my  health  is  to  inform  you,  as  quickly 
aa  possibly  that  I  am  ezbremdy  well,  much  better  than  I  have 
bem  since  I  came  last  to  Scotland.  I  wish  you  would 
always  entertain  yoursdf  with  cheerful  thoughts,  believe  your 
firiends  as  you  desire  they  should  l>e,  and  put  off'  your  concern 
till  you  are  convinced  of  the  contrary.  Though  I  would  not 
willingly  be  forgot,  nor  even  remembered  with  indifference,  yet, 
rather  Uian  disturb  your  peace  and  felicity,  I  should  be  content 
to  be  not  much  thought  of.  Half  of  our  misery  arises  from 
self-toimenting  imaginations.  The  apprehension  and  dread  of 
erfl  is  the  greatest  ^our  misfortunes  in  this  Ufa  Take  away 
the  misdii^  that  the  fancy  anggesta,  and  it  will  oonsidenibly 
lighten  our  burden. 

Lord  Bury  first  advised  me  not  to  ask  leave  of  absence,  but 
afterwards  he  changed  his  opinion.   I  have  reason  to  think  that 
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it  will  not  Ix^  refused.  My  curit).sity  and  the  necessity  ot  riding 
about  will  put  me  upon  uudertaking  a  very  long  journey.  I 
find  that  a  sedentary  life  is  a  very  dangerous  one,  and  therefore 
propose  this  new  pkn  by  way  of  trial,  and  to  lefireflh  and  amuse 
mysdf.  At  the  end  of  this  tour  I  shall  have  the  pleasore  of 
seeing  my  &ther  and  ytm,  and  if  I  find  you  in  heeUh  I  shall 
find  what  I  most  wish  for. 

Teeth  are  valuable  from  their  great  use ;  the  other  day  I 
broke  a  fine  large  one  all  to  pieces.  At  Paris  they  put  in 
nr^if^c•ial  teeth  that  are  every  way  as  serviceable  as  the  natural 
oiu  and  perhaps  they  may  do  the  same  in  London.  I  see  no 
imnn  in  repairing  any  loss  of  this  kind,  as  we  really  can"'t  eat  or 
speak  properly  without  them.  Don"'t  let  accidents  of  this  kind 
disturb  you  a  moment ;  there  arc  looks  for  all  seasons  of  our 
life.  You  may  stand  by  any  lady  of  your  age  in  Chrigtendom, 
and  have  through  your  whole  time  been  a  matcii  for  all  the 
beauties  your  oontempofaries.  We  have  this  comfort,  that  a  leg, 
an  eye,  or  a  tooth  lost,  does  not  necessarily  carry  away  vnih  it 
any  one  good  quality.  We  can  be  as  charitable,  as  liberal,  and 
as  honest,  wanting  any  of  these  members  as  with  them.  There 
is  an  old  general  mentioned  in  history  that  Imd  but  one  left  of 
what  everybody  elsf  has  c(>mmonly  two  ;  and  yet  with  one  leg, 
one  arm,  one  eye  and  one  ear,  he  was,  for  a  druukca  man,  the 
best  officer  of  his  day.' 

You  caunot  but  pass  your  time  agreeably.  What  addition 
of  happiness  could  you  draire?  A  pleasant  bouse  and  garden, 
fine  air,  beautiful  walks,  plenty  of  good  food,  books,  a  sweet- 
tempered  young  lady  to  read  to  you  and  help  to  divert  you. 
You  have  a  great  deal  of  company,  you  owe  nobody  a  sixpence, 
and  your  ft'iends  and  acquaintances  love  and  esteem  you.  For 
my  part,  I  think  this  a  situation  to  be  envied,  and  that  all  these 
fair  appearances  would  be  nothing  without  a  conscience  free  from 
y)Rngs  and  an  universal  Ix'nevolence  to  mankind.  With  these 
siippni  ts  we  enjoy  the  present  hours,  but  are  not  therefore 
unmindful  of  our  natural  end.  You  say  your  trees  are  in 
bloom,  and  you  wish  not  to  kill  them  with  too  much  fruit. 

Tlie  lemedy  is  very  easy ;  pluck  off  the  superfluity,  and  only 
leave  as  much  as  they  can  afford  to  nourish^  and  that  will  be  but 
very  little.  Let  other  gardens  find  you  firuit  this  year  and  the 
nexty  and  then  your  own  will  supply  you. 

*••■••• 

«  Joaias,  Conte  de  Rs&tnra  of  Holstoin,  died  1660. 
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Mr.  Skinner  has  brought  my  rfiirts,  and  they  please  mv  duk  h, 
Aie  not  the  ruffles  a  small  matter  tnti  lung  ?  I  have  wore  my 
old  linen  to  divers,  and  do  really  tijumk  yuu  for  this  seasonable 
xelief.  I  sent  a  tnmk  to  Londoo  with  books  and  two  pieces  of 
Irish  doth,  under  the  care  of  an  old  eeigeant  of  the  regiment. 
You  may  open  it  if  joa  pkase^  I  beg  my  oomplimeiite  to  Bliee 
Brydgea^  My  duty  to  mj  lather»  eta 

Jam.  Worn 

While  on  the  march,  Wolfe  and  the  few  companies  he  took  with 
him,  heard  much  of  the  nmrder  of  Colin  Cnmpbell  of  "  Glenure.* 
This  singularly  dmmotic  crime  has  since  eugage<i  the  pens  of  many 
historians  and  novelists  iroiu  Sir  Walter  Scott  to  11.  L.  Stevenson 
and  Ifr*  Andrew  Lang.  Hie  supposed  assassin  was  one  Alan 
Breck»  a  cadet  of  the  Horn  of  Stuart. 

Tb'Bn  Fatbxi. 

Fort  Augustus,  May  2m,  1752. 
Dear  Sir, — We  liave  hern  here  about  ten  days,  and  the 
garrison  at  present  consists  of  two  tield-ofhcers,  five  or  six  other 
officers,  and  fourscore  recniits,  I^ord  Bury  was  soon  tiretl  and 
went  off  to  Fort  Willian)  ;  fiotti  thence  he  goes  to  Lord  Breadal- 
baine^s,  and  in  a  little  while  ailcr  to  Knglaud.  1  can't  find  work 
enoog^  to  employ  me  here,  and  as  the  weather  it  tolerably  fiur^ 
will  yUSt  eome  of  our  posts,  and  peihaps  aocq>t  of  an  inntation 
from  the  Laird  of  Madeod,  who  oflbn  to  ahow  me  a  yay 
eztnundinaiy  old  castle  in  the  Isle  of  Skye.*  Mr.  Collingwood, 
our  lienteDant-Govemor,  is  an  old  acquaintance  of  youn ;  he 
expresses  great  esteem  for  you,  and  desires  me  to  tell  you  so. 
He  is  very  agreeable  to  us  all  in  his  character  of  Governor,  and 
if  he  can't  make  the  place  quite  pleasant,  he  endeavours  to  make 
it  ea-sy. 

You  have  heard  of  the  strange  murder  that  was  committed 
about  a  fortnight  since  by  two  Highlanders,  at  the  instigation, 
it  is  believed,  of  a  lady,  the  wife  of  a  banished  rebel  The 
gentleman  was  an  Aigylshire  man,  and  fiictor  upon  some  of  the 
fbrifaited  estates.  Several  men  are  apprehended  upon  suspicion, 

*  Cutlioritie,  fourth  daugliter  of  Uie  Hou.  and  Rev.  Henry  Brydges,  aud 
sister  U)  Mrs.  Jiiwood.  Slie  afterwards  married  Lindley  Simpson,  Esq.,  of 
Jtahworth,  Notts.  Mrs.  Wolfe  bequeathed  hev  tin'  mthi  of  £2(K),  'together 
iintli  my  Dictore  of  her  itiiiter.  aud  my  paiuted  dresuiuif-glass  aud  boxei^  in  my 
house  at  Bath."— Wright 

>  DimvflBVn  Gulls, 
w  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


180  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 

but  I'm  Kure  it  will  be  very  diHicult  to  discover  the  actors  of  this 
Uoody  deed.  The  fiuH»r  intended  to  remove  the  old  tenantt  and 
to  ^fiiat  oihera  in  their  rooni>  and  thb  is  supposed  to  be  tfadr 
reason  for  killing  bim. 

One  of  our  officers  bas  sent  me  a  roebuck.  It  is  a  corioas 
kind  of  deer,  less  than  our  fallow-deer,  but  seldom  fit  to  eat  I 
intend  to  have  it  tamed  and  carried  to  £iig|and,  as  a  present  to 
my  mother.  It  will  be  three  weeks  or  a  month  before  we  shall 
be  told  whether  we  may  go  or  must  sfny.  They  are  more  exact 
and  ready  in  warning  us  of  the  expiration  of  our  le.ne  than  in 
granting  it  I  wish  you  much  health,  beg  my  duty  to  my  mother, 
and  am, 

Bear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Worn 

Not  all  of  Wolfe's  officers  were  so  little  enamoured  of  the  High- 
lands tLs  he  himself  was.  One  of  his  captains,  Alexander  Trapaud, 
known  familiarly  to  him  as  "  Trap,**  really  expres-^ed  a  preference 
for  Fort  Augustus  over  anv  other  station.  Thev  (loubtlcss  indulged 
in  much  raillery  on  the  subject,  but  a  few  months  after  Wolfe  left 
**  Trap '  hud  an  opportunity  of  testifying  to  his  preference  in  a 
practical  fiuhion.  He  applied  for  and  obtained  the  post  of  lieutenant- 
governor  of  tbe  fort,  and  tben  iior  tbiee  and  forty  yean  be 
remained.  At  Fort  Augustus  tbis  friend  of  Wolfe  married,  reared 
a  family  and  duly  paid  the  debt  of  nature  at  the  advanced  age  of 
£ighty-four,  happy  in  being  the  principal  character  in  tbe  loodity 
and  entertaining  all  strangers  who  visited  that  remote  region  with 
the  utmi)  t  t  ivility.  Here  in  1773  came  Dr.  Johnson  and  Boswell 
on  their  route  to  the  Hebrides,  and  here  they  pa.sscd  one  August 
night  "It  was  comfortable,"  ii^Tote  Boswell,  "  to  find  ourselves  in 
a  well-built  little  s(juare  and  so  ncatly-furnished  house,  in  i^ood 
company  and  with  a  good  supj)er  before  us  ;  in  short,  with  ail  the 
conveniences  of  civihzed  life,  in  the  midbt  of  rude  mountains  Mrs. 
Tnfaxsd  and  tbe  Govemor^s  daughter  and  ber  busband,  Captain 
Newmanli,  were  all  most  obliging  and  polite.'^ 

As  for  Dr.  Jobnson,  be  says  in  bis  own  narrative :  Bir.  TVapand, 
tbe  Governor,  treated  us  with  tbat  courtesy  wbicb  is  so  dosely 
connected  with  the  military  character.  He  came  out  to  meet  us 
beyond  the  gates  and  apologized  that  at  so  late  an  hour  the  rules  of 
a  garrison  sufiered  bim  to  give  us  entrance  only  at  tbe  postern.^ 
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FROM  DUBUK  TO  PARIS 

Wolfe  reached  Perth  on  June  Wy  and  here  renewed  his 
acquaintance  with  some  of  his  old  friends,  officers  in  his  fathers 
r^meut  stationed  in  the  royal  city.  While  at  Perth  he  wrote 
BlSrs.  Wolfe,  but  did  not  complete  the  letter  until  he  arrived  in 
Glasgow,  en  nmie  for  Itdaiid. 

TOBaMcflBMR, 

Perth,  June  26,  1762. 

Dear  Madam, — I  stopped  three  or  four  days  in  this  place 
to  divert  myself  with  Loftus,  who  is,  I  think,  mther  more 
humoious  and  plcji-simt  than  he  used  to  be,  at  least  he  appears 
SO  to  me,  who  am  aknost  grave.  He  goes  with  me  to  Glasgow, 
where  I  leave  him,  and  proceed  on  my  journey  to  Port  Fatrick. 
Loftufi  tells  me  that  the  physicians  have  all  adong  mistaken  his 
case ;  that  so  far  from  having  his  hlood  tainted  (as  they  have 
been  pleased  to  insinuate),  it  is  to  his  fine  habit  of  body,  and 
stfength  of  constitution  that  he  is  indebted  for  his  recoveiy. 

Mr.  Paltison  sends  a  pointer  to  Blacklicath  ;  if  you  will 
Older  him  to  be  tied  up  in  your  stable,  or  in  Mr.  Woodcocfs 
it  will  oblige  me  nuicli.    Tlic  dofr  is  very  ugly  but  very  giKxl. 

I  have  not  yet  deterniint d  vUien  I  shall  go,  nor  bow  I  shall 
travel,  only  in  general  that  1  intend  to  see  the  Nortii  oi  ireiaiid 
and  the  diies  H  Cofk  and  Dublin. 

If  you  hear  of  a  good  servant  that  G«n»  or  will  learn  to  dress 
a  wig  and  save  me  that  prodigious  eipense  in  London,  it  will 
be  a  favour  done  me  to  engage  him,  at  least  so  far  that  I  may 
take  him  or  not  when  I  see  him;  sometime  towards  the  latter 
end  of  Ai^ust  or  begiiming  of  September.  John  is  dirty  and 
grows  pertinent,  the  other  I  have  turned  away  for  killing  one 
horse  and  ibr  spoiling  the  rest. 

T  liave  another  favour  to  beg  of  you,  and  you^l  think  it  an 
odd  (me  ;  'tis  to  order  ^^onie  currant  jelly  to  be  marie  in  a  crock, 
lor  my  u^.    It  is  tlie  custom  in  Scotland  to  eat  it  in  the  morning 
with  bread ;  I  find  it  not  only  a  very  pleasant  custom  but  a  very 
wholesome  one. 
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You  know  what  a  whimsical  sort  of  person  T  am  and  how 
variable  and  unsteady;  nothing  pleases  me  now  l)at  the  rougher 
kind  of  entertainments,  such  as  huntini:,  shooting  and  fishing; 
there's  none  of  that  kind  near  L,ondon,  and  I  have  distant 
notions  of  taking  a  little,  very  little  house,  remote  upon  the 
edge  of  the  forasi,  or  watte,  macelj  for  sport,  and  keqp  it  tiU  we 
go  to  Minorca. 

I  wfit  the  above  portion  of  mj  letter  at  Per&»  and  I  doie  it 
at  Glasgow.  Loftus  is  hj  and  makes  such  a  noise  that  I  must 
finish  as  quick  as  poesiMe.  I  ahodd  be  |^ad  to  have  the  shirts 
made  like  the  last  as  to  the  collars  and  sUeves*  but  a  little 
longer  and  quite  plain,  for  I  must  be  at  some  expend  for  fine 
ruffles.  T  nm  vn^Wx  glnd  to  hear  that  you  are  both  to  wdl— 
may  you  long  continue  so.  My  duty  to  my  £ftther. 
i  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aiiectionate  Son, 

J.  WOLTK. 

Glssgow^  Jtens  9& 

The  idea  of  a  sporting  lod^e  in  the  Highlands,  so  strikingly 
liuw  l  in  1752,  has  since  become  a  familiar  one  to  the  natives  of 
these  islands. 

Without  lingering  at  Glasgow  many  days,  tlic  LifMitenanl- 
Colonel  set  off  at  the  end  of  June  from  Port  Patrick  on  his  Irish 
holiday.  \Vc  must  rely  upon  tradition  for  Wolfes  itinerary  after 
his  landiij*^  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  It  appears  he  visited  Belfast 
and  Loniknderry,  and  no  doubt  spent  some  days  near  the  scene  of 
bis  ancestors^  feats  of  arms  at  limerick.  When  our  hero  arrived 
in  Dublin  he  saw  the  Irish  capital  at  the  heij^  of  its  outward 
tplendour  and  political  importance,  the  seat  of  nn  Irish  Parliamentt 
and  of  the  Viceregal  Court.  On  the  day  foUowing  his  arrival  In 
Dublin  he  thus  writes  to  his  &ther— 

7b  HD  Faihb. 

Dear  Sin, — ^This  is  the  first  day  of  rest  since  I  left  Glasgow. 
I  came  here  last  night  not  a  little  f&tigued,  you  may  believe, 
with  such  continued  hard  exercise,  but  otherwise  in  better 

condition  tlmn  1  have  known  for  fourteen  months  past,  lofiner 
than  can  be  described,  and  burnt  to  a  chip.   1  have  seen  your 
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letter  to  my  uncle,  and  am  greatly  concerned  that  your  health 
is  nnf  so  perfect  as  I  always  wish  it  to  he.  If  the  sphsou  ]ms 
been  of  the  same  mri  that  tiiey  have  hati  i?i  tliis  (ouiitry, — very 
wet  and  cold, — it  may  he  arcounted  for,  aiid  a  drier  air,  and 
more  sun  will,  I  hope,  relie\  e  you-  My  uncle  has  complaints  in 
his  hack  and  limbs,  and  is  obliged  to  put  on  flannels ;  whether 
it  be  ilw  ibecniatiinn  or  gout  flying  ehtmt  him,  his  phyaieiaiii 
eumot  detennine.  He  is  otfaecwiBe  dieeffbl  and  wi^  I  stay 
here  fear  or  five  day*,  and  then  aet  out  for  Cork,  where  I  ahaQ 
embark  in  one  of  the  Biittol  ships ;  and  if  I  find  mjaelf  atio^g 
in  health  and  in  circumstances  shall  oontioue  my  jonmey  fitmi 
Bristol  through  the  West,  and  so  home. 

T  came  yesterday  from  I>ro<T]i»^lR,  but  not  till  I  had  seen 
iiiat  ground  and  the  river  so  remarkable  iu  our  history.  The 
proteiitants  have  erected  a  monument  in  nKUiuiial  of  their 
dehverance,  very  near  the  ford  where  the  King  crossed  the 
Boyne.  The  inscriptions  take  notice  of  the  happy  consequences 
of  the  battle^  and  on  one  side  of  tibe  piUar  tfaef  do  hooour  to 
the  memory  of  Duke  Scbombeig.  I  had  mote  satisfiicrtkm  in 
looking  at  this  spot  than  in  all  tiie  variety  that  I  have  met 
with ;  and  perhaps  there  is  not  another  piece  of  gnrand  in  the 
vrorld  that  I  could  take  so  much  pleasure  to  observe. 

Tilt  north  of  Ireland  and  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  are 
very  little  inferior  for  beauty  and  fertility  to  any  parts  of 
England  that  I  have  seen,  and  others  ihvy  excrr  i  ni  both. 
And  there  is  vet  great  room  for  different  improvements,  par- 
ticularly ill  planting  and  draining  the  boggy  grouudti.  They 
have  fine  dear  streams  as  can  be  seen,  and  veiylaqje  timber  whoe 
Hisenooniaged;  bat  lam  tdd  that  the  best  estates  aie  involved 
deeply  in  debtt  the  tenants  ladced  and  phmdered*  and  eonsequoitly 
industry  and  good  husbandry  disappointed  or  destroyed. 

This  appears  to  be  a  prodigious  city,  and  they  continue  to 
build ;  the  streets  are  crowded  with  people  of  a  large  size  and 
well  limbed,  and  tlif  wonien  very  handsome.  They  have  cloHrer 
sic  ins  and  fairer  complexions  than  the  wonicn  in  Engltuid  or 
Scotland,  and  are  exceedingly  straight  and  well  mode.  You'll 
be  surprised  that  I  siiould  know  this  so  soon,  but  I  have  seen 
a  multitude  already,  for  they  take  some  pains  to  show  themselves. 
My  nnde  seems  to  have  preserved  his  cheerlidness  and  vivacity. 
He  jcnns  with  me  in  wishing  you  both  all  manner  of  good. 

I  amy  dfisr  Sir,  etc.. 

Jam.  Woiflc 
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It  must  have  been  a  source  of  the  most  lively  satisfaction  to 
Major  Wolfe  to  have  his  brilliant  nephew  with  him.  There  is 
some  reason  fru  Ijeiicving  that  he  was  Wolfe's  father,  at  all 
events,  the  Major  stood  in  a  fervently  avuncular  relation  to 
hiiu.  Major  Wolfe  was  an  old  bachelor.  He  had  often  Ttsited  his 
l»otlMr*8  fiuDily  yrhea  James  was  a  chiM  and  detected  mnwial 
qualities  in  the  boy.  He  was  alwaje  urging  him  fimrard,  and 
begging  him  to  remember  that  bis  pone  was  met  open  to  his 
necessities.  <*Unde  Waty"**  as  bis  nephew  always  affectionately 
styles  him,  was  a  diaiacter  not  imlike  ^  my  Uncle  Toby.""  His 
taJk  was  all  of  column,  square  and  echelon,  convex  and  concave 
fronts,  and  the  formal  tactic*?  and  oomplicnfed  drill  of  Marl- 
hornnq^h's  dnv.  Wolfe,  like  iiiost  yonng  men,  and  especially  those 
v»h(i  li.ul  .>eeii  much  of  the  actual  practice  of  warfare,  was  inclined 
to  hold  views  which  the  elder  man  waiuiiy  denounced  as  heterodox. 
Ibe  Major  probably  resided  at  JUxas's  Colfte  Housi^  on  Cork 
W\f  near  the  Castle.  At  all  event%  this  was  bis  fitvourite  plaoe 
of  rssort^  as  it  was  of  all  officers  in  DaUin»  beh^  indeed  a  sort  of 
militaiy  rendeivoas  and  offioen*  dubw  Hie  grotmd  immediately 
in  the  rear  of  Lucas's  enjoyed  a  somewhat  sinister  reputation  in 
those  days,  inasmuch  as  this  was  the  scene  of  numberless  duels. 
Such  affairs  of  honour  commonly  drew  a  crowd  of  gallant  .s|>f>ctHtors 
to  the  wiitdowR  of  the  estahlislnnent,  somo  of  whom  were  prepared 
to  back  their  favourite  conibitbuit  with  their  money. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  we  possess  no  further  account 
of  Wolfe's  joumeyings  in  the  south  of  Ireland.  About  the  middle 
of  August  he  Gioamd  the  CbanneK  to  Bristol  and  made  his  way 
thence  to  BlacUieath.  Hie  boose  which  Woilfe  now  yisitad  for 
the  fint  time^  and  by  which  its  owner  and  builder  set  great  storey 
still  survives  with  its  sombre  front  facing  Blackheath  Common  in 
nearly  the  same  state  as  it  was  a  coitury  md  a  half  agow  Th» 
land  upon  which  the  house  stands  and  the  not  very  extensive 
garden  behimi  it  are  carved  out  of  Greenwich  Park,  so  that  in 
those  days,  when  the  l*ark  wa.s  not  so  much  fretjuentcd  by  the 
populace,  as  it  became  at  a  later  period,  the  General  may  be  con- 
sidered ttb  claiuiing  its  beauty  and  expam>e  as  his  own.  It  is  in  an 
elevated  situation  at  the  top  of  Groom^s  HiU*  and  before  it  rose 
evantnatty  a  diaded  aveDne»  now  called  Cbestofidd  Walk,  oat  of 
compliment  to  the  noble  knd  who  esfcabliflhed  his  suburban  nsidaioe 
in  the  fine  Queen  Anne  mansion  a  8tone^l  throw  from  that  of  the 
Wolfes.  Chesterfield  was^  at  the  moment  of  Wolfe's  arrival  in 
Blackheath,  ei^joyii^  an  nnusnal  amount  of  celebrity  as  the  pco* 
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moter  of  the  famous  change  in  the  calenflar,  by  which  the  Brd  of 
tern  her,  1752,  became  the  14-tli,  aiul  the  new  year  wjus  decr^d 
to  begin  on  the  1st  i)f  January  iiistejul  of  the  25th  Marcli.^ 

At  lilackheath  Wolfe  waited  somewhat  impatiently  for  a 
favourable  response  to  his  fui-ther  application  for  leave  to  go 
abroad.  Why  this  should  have  been  withheld  was  something  of 
a  mystery  unjess  it  was  that  the  General  or  Mis.  Wolfe  secretly 
opposed  the  idea,  as  fearing  that  their  son  might  controet  an 
midesirable  alliance  either  marital  or  militaiy.  We  have  already 
seen  his  half-threats  to  embrace  the  Ftusslan  service^  and  it  is 
believed  Count  Lacey  offered  him  an  appointmrat  on  his  staff. 
Again,  the  Duke  of  Cuml^erland  probably  condemned  as  arrant 
nonsense  the  idea  of  any  officer  iniprovinj;  his  ideas  by  foreign 
travel.  His  Colonel,  Lord  Bury,  diseouj  m l,^  <  1  the  notion  out  of 
purely  selfish  reasons,  until  he  bt-giin  to  see  hi-»  Lieutenant-Colonels 
temper  rising,  and  fearing  to  lo8c  him  altogether  interceded  with 
the  Commander-in-Chief.  Very  luckily  for  Wolfe,  Bury's  father, 
the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  was  British  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of 
Versailles,  and  this  promised  to  render  Wolfe'*s  path  a  pleasant 
one.  On  October  %  therefore,  armed  with  several  letters  to 
persons  of  influence,  he  set  out  ftxe  Puris.  The  youi^  offioo'  could 
hardly  have  visited  the  French  capital  at  a  more  propitious 
moment  There  was  an  interval — brief  enough  as  it  turned  out — of 
peace  between  tho  two  coimtrics.  Louis  XV  was  in  the  hoifrht  ()f 
his  career  of  luxury,  vice  and  splendour.  But  it  was  tk  ither  JLouis 
nor  his  ministers,  but  the  Marquise  de  Pompadour  who  governed 
the  kingdom. 

This  daughter  of  a  humble  army  commissary,  Francois  Poisson, 
had  been  some  time  installed  at  Versailles,  first  as  mistress  and 
afUrwaids  as  aim  filoMMiwv:  It  is  amaring  to  read  of  the  Incessant 
artifices  this  woman  resorted  to  in  order  to  keep  her  power— ^the 
everlasting  huntings,  concerts,  private  theatricals,  late  suppers  and 
what  not — anything  to  distract  the  royal  mind  and  to  make  it 
think  only  of  the  clever  purveyor  of  gaieties.""  Being  a  woman  of 
real  ability  sho  rrradnnlly  bfcfime  pn'inicr  of  France,  and  the 
ministerial  council  condescended  to  asttemble  m  her  boudoir* 

'  This  reform  of  the  Gslandar  has  been  fruitful  of  much  coDtamm  as 
regards  the  <i.itiit^  of  letters  :  particularly  tliose  ^ratten  by  Wolfe.  But 
before  1753  it  had  been  the  practice  to  indicate  both  years  in  letters  penned 
between  January  1  and  Lady  Day— tiras;  1751-2,  or  17H,  flometimee 
inrrpnsiii:r  instead  of  lessening  the  confnsion.    Or  the  ivritnr  forgot  the 

i>reci^  yc&r,  leaving  to  posteri^  to  ascertain  it,  if,  in  the  case  of  his  letters, 
t  wnrs  worth  ssceiteiiiiiig. 


I' 
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7b  HIS  Fatueb. 

Paris,  Qth  October j  1762. 

Dbab  Sib, — As  I  am  vaaUy  aennfala  of  Uie  maiij  ftvuun 
and  marks  of  kindness  that  you  have  heaped  upon  me^  so  I 
shall  endeavour  to  make  you  as  sensible  of  my  gratitude. 
Your  generous  proceeding  in  enabling  me  to  undertake 
this  business  shall  never  be  forgot  I  hope  and  I  dare  say 
you  have  overlooked  and  forgiven  that  part  of  my  former 
conduct  you  had  just  reason  to  be  displeased  with  in  the  belief 
that  it  arose  more  from  my  distemper  than  from  my  natural 
disposition. 

I  think  it  was  the  2nd  of  October  that  I  left  Blackheath. 
I  lay  that  night  at  Canterbury ;  an  old  frieud,  a  captain  of 
Dragoons,  supped  with  m^  and  helped  to  deliver  me  from  my 
own  thoughts.  The  8id  I  went  to  Dover,  and  as  my  old  Lady 
Grrey*s  house  was  in  the  way  I  called  on  her^  and  was  very 
giBciously  received.^  She  pressed  me  to  dine^  but  that  oould 
not  be,  as  the  time  of  the  packet'Ss  sailing  was  imcertain.  At 
her  house  I  met  a  Miss  Scott,  whom  my  mother  has  heard  of. 
The  good  old  lady  diverted  herself  \sith  us  two,  told  each  that 
the  other  was  not  immed,  offered  her  mediation,  and  thought 
it  a  very  lucky  encounter,  for  the  young  lady  and  I  got  to  the 
house  exactly  at  tlio  same  time.  However,  I  escaped  untouched, 
and  left  my  old  liiend  lo  make  up  matters  as  she  pleased.  The 
packet  did  not  sail  that  night,  but  we  embarked  at  half-an-hour 
after  tax  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  got  into  Calais  at  ten.  I 
never  suffered  so  maid,  in  so  short  a  time  at  sea.  There  were 
two  English  gentlemen  of  condition  in  the  ship  travelling  my 
way;  we  agreed  to  come  together,  and  on  Saturday,  the  7th,  in 
the  monimg,  arrived  at  Paris  without  any  sort  of  difficulty  or 
inconvenience. 

Tlic  people  seem  (hs  their  character  is)  to  be  very  spritrhtly, 
and  to  deal  largely  in  Un  t  \torior  ;  for  a  man  can  hardly  commit 
a  greater  crime  than  to  be  nui/  misc.,  on  mal  coiffe. 

The  buildiiiirs  are  very  nuigmficeut,  tar  surpassing  any  we 
have  in  L.ondun  ;  1  mean  the  houses  of  the  higher  nobihty  and 
peers  of  France^  Hie  Gardens  des  Tuileries,  that  yon  have 
beard  so  mudi  of,  is  as  disagreeable  a  sandy  walk  as  one  would 
wish.  They  ore  indeed  near  the  Seine  and  tiie  Louvre^  but  have 
littis  else  to  recommend  them.  The  Mall,  or  your  park  at 
Greenwidi,  are  infinitely  superior.  There  are  no  fortified  towns 
1  Lsdy  Gvsf  of  Howick^  sse  jmf^  p.  288. 
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between  Calais  and  Paris  ;  the  country  is  very  beautiful  in  most 
places,  entirely  in  corn,  and  quite  open  where  the  woods  allow  it 
to  be  so ;  \hnt  is,  there  are  few  or  no  enclosures. 

Mr.  SeUvili '  iiHs  recommended  a  French  master  to  me,  and  in 
a  few  days  I  begin  tu  ride  in  the  xVcademy,  but  must  dance  and 
fence  in  my  own  lodgings,  for  fear  of  a  disooveiy.  A  ktter 
would  miacany  that  Slid  any  strokes  of  poUiios  in  it»  so  I  shall 
never  toadb  tiuit  matter;  besides,  it  is  ndtiber  jtmr  taste  nor 
mine^  Hie  Daiiiibin  is  perfectly  recovered,*  and  I  believe  tiie 
peo|de  are  very  hearty  and  sincere  in  the  satisfaction  and  pleesiue 
they  profess  upon  that  ooeasion.  Hie  IKike  of  Orleans,  to 
signify  his  particular  joy,  has  ^vcn  an  entertainment  at  St, 
Cloud,  in  the  highest  taste  and  magnificence,  and  at  prodigious 
expense. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  et^, 

J.  Wolfe. 

The  Mr.  Haren  of  the  following  was  an  old  bknd  of  the 
Wolfes  in  Burlington  Gardens. 

7'o  ms  MoTUKu. 

.  Fuis,  m  (kUbtr,  17<S. 

DxAft  MADAHy — ^Having  discovered  that  I  understand  but 
little  of  the  French  language,  and  that  I  Bpeak  it  very  inooivectly 
(Notwithstanding  lir.  Hiuen^s  honourable  i^probationX  I  am 
diqK)sed  to  faU  upon  some  method  tliat  may  lead  me  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  that  useful  tongue.  The  Arst  necessary  stqp  is  to  « 
leave  off  speaking  English,  and  to  write  it  as  little  as  possible. 
This  resolution  of  niinr  shni]  not,  however,  extend  so  far  as  to 
cut  off  all  communication  Ix'tween  us,  for  I  had  rather  lose  this 
or  a  much  greater  ad\tiutage  than  ho  denied  the  satisfaction  of 
expressing  my  regard  for  you  in  the  pia.iuei>t  and  clearest  manner ; 
and  I  will  bcwiow  neither  the  hnguage  nor  meaning  of  these  airy 
people  when  I  speak  of  that. 

liord  Albemaile  is  come  from  Fontainebleau  to  his  oountiy 
house  within  two  miles  of  Paris,  and  will  soon  be  fixed  fat  the 
cold  season.  I  went  to  Fontainebleau  to  pay  my  respects  to 
him,  and  have  very  good  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  reception 
I  niot  with.  The  best  amusement  for  strangers  in  Paris  is  the 
Opera,  and  the  next  to  that  is  the  pLivluMisf.  There  are  some 
fine  voices  in  the  first,  and  severed  good  actoi>-  in  the  last.  The 
1  An  English  bauker  in  Paris.        "  Of  the  small-paz. 
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theatre  is  a  school  to  acquire  the  French  language,  for  which 
reason  I  frequent  it  more  than  the  other.  Besides  it  is  a  cheaper 
diversion.  You''ll  be  glad  to  hear  that  your  nephew  Whetham  ^ 
is  in  Teiy  good  hands ;  his  goycaaor^  or  companimi,  Is  a  gentleman 
of  Switaerland,  who  was  fbrmerlj  in  the  anny^  and  is  yeej  wdl 
spoken  of.  My  cousin  is  eipected  here  in  three  weeks  or  a 
month,  and  he  stays  all  the  winter  in  Bwis.  Madame  Pompadour 
is  a  very  agreeable  woman.  I  had  the  good  fortime  to  be  placed 
near  her  for  a  considerable  time.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  &ther| 
and  wish  you  both  health  and  all  the  good  you  deierve. 

I  am,  etc., 

J.  WOLTE. 

Madame  de  Pompadour  observed  of  the  British  Ambassador  to 
France  ^  Milord  Albemarle  passes  his  time  agreeably  here.  The 
King  of  England  who  loves  him,  though  I  know  not  why,  sends 
him  his  lesson  all  reaflv,  and  he  conies  to  repeat  it  like  a  school- 
boy to  the  minister  of  foreicrn  affairs.""  A  prL\  i()n*;  English  visitor 
to  Paris,  Horace  Walpole,  wrote,  "Lord  Aibemarie  keeps  au 
immense  table  there  with  sixteen  people  in  the  kitchen  :  his  aides- 
de-camp  invite  everybody,  but  he  seldom  graces  the  bcmquet 
himsdf)  living  cetind  out  of  the  town  with  his  old  Cdumfaine 
[Mademoiselle  Gaucher].  What  an  eztiaordinaiy  man  I  With 
no  fortune  at  all  and  with  slight  parts,  he  has  seventeen  thousand 
a  year  from  the  Government  whidi  he  squanders  away,  though  he 
has  great  debts.^ 

One  of  the  first  of  Wolfe's  new  English  acquaintance  in  Paris 
was  none  other  than  Philip  Stanhope,  natural  son  of  General 
Wolfe's  Blackheath  noierhbour,  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield.  This 
young  man,  who  hati  not  yet  attained  his  niajority,  destined 
to  attain  celebrity  as  the  recipient  of  some  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary letters  in  the  language,  had  arrived  in  Paris  with  his 
tutor,  tiie  Beverend  Walter  Harte,  afterwards  a  canon  of  Windsor. 

To  HIS  Fatbeb, 

Paris,  2nd  Xovember,  1752. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  very  obliging  in  you  to  make  tlie  continu- 
ance of  your  favour  depend  upon  myself.    There  is  nothing 

»  John  Whetham,  Esq.,  of  Kirklingtou  Hall,  N'ottinj^hamshiro,  was  tlie 
only  son  of  lieat-Genenl  Thomas  Whetham  an  !  Mary,  daughter  of  Bdnaid 
Thompson,  Esq.,  of  Maraton,  VorksTiire  (Mrs.  Wolfe's  sister).  He  was  bom 
in  1731 ;  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Evelya  Chadwick,  Esq.,  of  West 
Leak ;  was  sheriff  of  the  county  of  York ;  and  and  widumt  sorrinna  issiw  in 
1781.— Borkt's  LmM  OmUnf,  ^ 
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upon  earth  that  T  vnliic  so  much  w<  your  afl'wtion  and  ost^M'm 
and  I  hope  notliiiig  ever  happen  that  will  force  you  to 
w  i(  fidiHw  (.'ithcr  tlic  one  or  the  other.  Your  nt:  it;iil)<)nrs  are 
kitiii  in  Llicii  eiujuuiea  after  me.  I  believe  ihey  tliiiik  they 
obUge  you  in  so  doing.  I  would  rather  owe  their  civility  to  a 
fimiQimlile  difpothko  towivds  70a  thin  ty  any  oiMnioa  thcj 
nug^  cDtcrtam  of  me. 

liOid  AlboBiarie  has  bolwved  to  nw  in  a  fnnnn^f*  that  I  coofld 
not  presume  to  expect  firon  Ittm.  Whmtvr  be  comes  to  Pvii 
he  immediately  sends  for  me  to  his  house,  and  puts  me  npim  ao 
easy  and  genteel  a  footing  there  that  I  have  not  language  enough 
to  return  him  proper  thanks.  If  yon  should  see  Lord  Bury,  T 
beg  you'll  be  so  good  to  take  notice  of  il  .  I  have  writ  to  his 
Lordship  to  acknowledcje  the  effect  of  his  letter,  and  to  signify 
my  grateful  sense  of  his  and  his  futher''8  excessive  politeness. 
There^s  but  little  company  in  town  at  present.  In  ten  days, 
however^  It  wUl  be  cfowded.  Mr,  Stanhope,  Lofd  GheBfeeffleUTi 
ioot  la  here;  he  came  to  vint  me  the  other  day,  after  hia  aniYal, 
but  we  have  made  no  acqoamtanoe  yet,  so  that  I  cannot  give 
you  any  judgment  upon  the  offspring  of  so  great  a  man ;  but  I 
fancy,  not  without  some  grounds,  he  is  infinitely  inliBrior  to  his 
father.  Lord  Brudenell  is  at  one  of  the  academTes,  and  is  the 
diitH't  revoiNC  of  tho  Karl.  One  could  hardly  believe  that  a 
crpatuic  ot  liis  stam|i  c nuid  have  anv  relation  or  coinut  tion  with 
a  lauji  of  lyord  Crtrdigan's  swtM^tncss  ot  Icinpn-.  We  have  hiui 
the  finest  autumn  that  has  been  known  lor  many  years.  The 
dry  air  and  constant  exercise  have  restored  me  to  a  condition  to 
be  envied* 

I  am»  deaf  Sn^  efcc^ 

J.  Won. 

So  Wolfe  wax  Tiot  !on«x  to  be  without  rein  (ions  in  Paris. 
\V  hethani  was  three  or  four  years  Wolfe's  junior,  and,  as  we  shall 
see,  his  cousin  James  forms  an  eirelleat  opinion  of  bim« 

7b  Ku  Momn. 

Fizis,  141*  JKNeadsr,  1768. 
DnAE  MAnaMr-Qne  would  ima^ne  that  a  great  city  wodd 
provide  a  great  dad  ol  fiunitore  tat  a  letter  and  that  with  sncfa 

variety  to  work  upon,  a  man  of  an  indifferent  genius  would  find 
hia  hands  fiiU.   So  mncfa  of  my  time  is  taken  up  in  diftnnt 
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sort  of  exercises  ns  to  leave  very  little  Idi  nnvthiiifr  olse.  For 
imtance,  I  am  up  every  nioniing  at,  or  bc  t'oii-  seven  uelock,  and 
ftilly  emplove<l  till  twelve  ;  then  I  dress  and  visit,  and  dine  at 
two.  At  iive,  most  people  (I  nieaii  strangers)  go  to  the  public 
ciitertaiiimentS)  which  keep  you  tiU  nine^  «nd  at  dmn  I  am 
always  in  bed.  This  way  of  living  is  diiectly  opposite  to  the 
pncttce  of  the  place;  bat  I  &id  it  impoisible  to  punae  the 
budness  I  came  upon  and  to  comply  with  the  customs  and 
nuunnen  of  the  in^Untants  at  the  same  time.  No  constitution^ 
however  robust,  couhl  go  throiigh  alL  My  cousin  Whetham  is 
near  me,  and  lives  much  in  the  same  way  that  I  do.  We  are 
a  f^oofl  deal  together,  and  as  far  as  T  cnn  perceive  he  has  an 
exceeding  sweet  temper.  He  has  Ix-en  strangely  managed  in 
his  education,  not  in  point  of  learning,  hut  in  other  respects. 
However,  his  pnucipies  are  right,  and  X  hope  unalterable. 

J.  WOLiB. 

To  an  MoTHKB. 

Fkziftj  JVowmter  25,  1762. 
DiAB  BIadam,— Some  days  ago  I  sent  for  a  dentist  to 

examine  my  teeth,  he  examined  them ;  told  me  they  were  much 
better  teeth  and  in  better  order  than  was  common  to  our 
countrymen.  However  )ie  found  out  that  two  of  them  stood  in 
nee<l  of  his  art  and  he  immediately  applied  himself  to  rediess  the 
evil  and  stuffed  lead  where  it  was  n< pessary.  "\^Tien  the  opera- 
tion was  over  I  told  him  that  a  lady  of  my  aoquaui Lance  whose 
welfiue  I  had  very  much  at  heart,  complained  of  her  teeth  ;  he 
asked  me  seT«ral  questions  oonceming  the  condition  of  your 
gums  and  teeth»  what  you  had  been  aocostomed  to  feed  most 
upon,  what  yon  had  used  to  dean  ymxt  mouth  with,  and  what 
remedies  you  had  hitherto  used  to  preserve  your  teeth*  As  I 
oould  not.satisfy  him  clearly,  he  told  me  that  if  you  would  get 
any  surgeon  to  state  the  present  case  of  your  teeth  and  gums 
and  omit  nothing  that  could  contribute  to  give  him  a  thoron<^h 
knowledge  of  your  disorder,  he  wotiUI  advise  you  how  to  protNcd, 
but  he  seemed  to  think  by  the  desci  ijjtion  I  gave  him,  that  there 
is  a  humour  in  your  blood  that  discovers  itself  in  the  parts 
above  mentioned.  He  tedk^d  of  incisions  in  the  gums  and  other 
operations  that  I  did  not  undefstaad.  If  jon  think  it  worth 
your  while  to  consult  with  a  man  at  this  distance  you  will  do 
as  be  desires  and  leave  the  rest  to  me. 

I  hope  the  meeting  of  the  Generals  will  end  in  the  punish- 
ment of  those  that  deserve  it  and  that  have  hitherto  escaped 
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tliL  hand  of  just  ice.  My  tatlnr's  .share  in  that  business  niust 
necessarily  stir  liim  about,  mul  1  hope  as  he  goes  ofleii  to 
London,  he  will  take  some  opportunity  of  doing  what  he  never 
did  in  hii  life,  I  mean  of  speaking  a  good  word  for  Mmiifilf. 
It  18  cxbnuNfduuij  that  a  masa  w  just  to  evory  body  else,  alioiild 
all  along  forget  iriiat  is  due  to  hia  own  penon* 

Mj  way  of  life  that  you  enquire  after  is  veij  angular  for 
a  yomig  man  that  appears  to  be  in  the  world  and  in 
pleasore.  Four  or  five  days  in  the  week  I  am  up  an  hour  be- 
fore day  (that  is  six  hours  sooner  than  any  other  fine  gentleman 
in  Pftri^).  I  ride,  and  as  I  told  you  in  a  former  letter  I  fence  and 
(la tier  ,Liid  have  a  master  to  teach  me  French.  ThestJ  occupa- 
tions take  up  all  the  morning.  I  dine  twice  or  three  timei*  a 
week  at  home,  bouietimeii  at  Lord  Albemai'le'*s,  and  some  time 
with  my  English  aoqnaintimcea,  After  dmiier^  I  dtlier  go  to 
the  pnUic  entertauunents  or  to  Tidt,  at  nina  1  come  home^  and 
am  in  bed  generally  before  ekvcn.  I  cni^  say  I  have  any  idle 
time ;  nor  do  I  live  in  the  mort  agreeaUe  manner,  but  I  get 
what  I  came  here  for,  I  take  great  care  of  my  health.  I  succeed 
much  better  in  fencing  and  riding  than  I  do  in  the  art  of  danc- 
ing, for  they  suit  my  genius  better ;  and  I  improve  a  little  in  the 
French  language.  Lord  Allx?marle  has  done  mc  the  iavour  to 
invite  mc  to  his  houm  when  he  has  had  the  foreign  ambjissadors 
and  some  considerable  men  of  this  country  to  dinner,  but  I  have 
no  great  acquaintance  with  the  French  women,  nor  am  likely  to 
have — it  is  almoet  imposriUe  to  introdooe  oneseilf  amoi^prt  them- 
selves without  losing  a  great  deal  of  moneyf  which  you  know  I 
can^t  afford ;  htsides  thme  entertainments  hegok  at  the  time  I  go 
to  bed,  and  I  have  not  healtli  enough  to  sit  up  all  ni|^t  and 
work  all  day.  If  I  had  three  or  four  female  acquaintances  that 
would  be  contented  with  an  hour  or  two  of  conversation,  it  is  all 
that  I  desire.  You  may  perhaps  think  that  my  way  of  going  on 
infers  little  or  no  expcuHe,  but  1  must  assure  you  on  the  contrary, 
and  that  without  the  least  extravagance  on  mv  side,  unless 
wearing  laced  ruffles  may  be  reckoned  so,  1  am  forced  to 

do  in  omformity  to  the  general  practice,  and  that  I  may  be  tiie 
better  received.  I  told  you  in  my  last  letter  what  kiiid  cf  a 
youth  my  oonnn  appears  to  be ;  we  are  likely  to  live  well  to- 
gether, he  18  very  peacable  and  good-humoui^,  and  I  have  no 
mind  to  quarrel  with  anybody^  especially  with  friends  or  rela- 
tions. I  thank  you  for  the  precaution  about  my  clothes,  but  I 
shall  be  in  no  great  danger.   I  have  been  at  Lady  firowneX  and 
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ha\  e  found  her  to  he  a  very  sensible  entertaininf^  woman.  She 
sees  but  little  company*  t^ike-s  great  care  of  a  little  daughter  that 
she  has,  who  appears  to  be  very  well-bred  and  very  clever.  I 
have  been  introduced  to  Lady  Archibald  Hamilton  too.  She  is 
10  well  known  that  I  need  say  no  more.^ 

ni  stand  to  any  baigain  that  yon  may  make  with  Bin. 
Maak,  providing  yoa  are  to  reap  any  boiefit  hy  my  soifexingB. 
in  kiss  her  till  she  cries  out»  if  it  can  be  of  any  senrioe  to  you, 
tiiough  I  tiiink  I  should  have  enoof^  to  do  to  make  her  squeak. 

The  poor  people  of  this  land  are  going  into  confusion  upon 
religious  matters,  and  at  a  critical  time,  when  they  might  free 
themselves  from  an  intolerable  biu'den.  I  hato  to  see  misery  or 
the  prospect  of  misery,  even  amongst  those  likely  to  become  our 
enemies.    This  is  all  that  can  be  said  upon  the  subject. 

All  my  letters  are  come  safe.  Kickson  is  lucky  in  the  change 
•nd  happy.  I  date  lay  he  thfaiks  hinisdf  to  have  eeeaped.  We 
dudl  meek  at  Edinbmglh  in  the  spring ;  in  the  meentime  I  beg 
yoa  to  aerare  him  of  my  ooMtant  friendship.  I  wiih  I  oonld 
eand  you  the  finest  grapes  that  can  be  seen.  Tliey  are  gaUmed 
every  day  fresh  for  me  in  the  gardens  of  a  convent,  and  are  the 
same  that  the  King  eats.  It  would  be  a  far  greater  pleasure  to 
offer  them  to  you,  tlian  to  use  them  myself.  JPiesh  gnpes  in 
the  latter  part  of  Novemlx  r  ai-e  a  curiosity. 

I  wish  you  both  much  iiealth  and  much  diversion.  My  duty 
to  my  father. 

I  am,  dear  madam, 

Your  obedient  and  tflbdaooato  eon, 

J.W, 

An  old  lady  of  fashion,  a  relation  of  CoL  Lafiuuille,  has 
been  extremely  drQ  to  me.  If  my  Ihther  ever  writee  to  the 
Golond  I  dioidd  be  gbid»  he  would  take  notice  of  that. 

To  uis 

PSrte,  4a  DtesMlflr,  17a. 
DxAE  Six, — Hie  post  comes  in  ahnost  as  regulariy  as  if  there 
was  no  water-carriage,  so  that  when  yoa  do  me  the  honour  to 

*  Lady  Jane,  daughter  of  JamsSy  sixth  Earl  of  Abercorn,  wa.s  the  second 
wife  of  Lord  Arrhihald.  yonngcst  son  of  William,  third  Duke  of  Ilnniiltnn. 
Lord  Archibiild  l  iinuiltou,  who  was  Governor  of  Jamaica  and  of  (Greenwich 
HespHiil,  died  about  a  yasr  allar  his  wife,  aged  eight^4wOb  They  had  three 
sens,  of  whom  the  youugeat  was  William,  who  Vi-ame  one  of  the  Kiiip's 
equerries,  and  M.P.  for  AIidliur$it  It  almost  startler  uiii  to  reflect  that  thin 
Husign  Hamilton,  Wolfe's  "  friend  and  companion,"  Itocaine  Nelson's  Msody 
Sir  WiUisBft  Usaitllsa  aaA  tto  kasbsiid  sithe  fioMos  i4Mijr 
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write  I  get  your  letter  very  soon.   That  of  tbe  <i7tb  November 

came  to  me  on  tlie  Sncl  instant. 

It  if^y  as  you  s;iy,  Sir,  some  sort,  of  advantage  to  nic  to  have 
admittance  to  the  Aiiiba-ssiMloi ,  ixnd  an  honour  to  be  under  his 
protection  ;  but  it  does  not  include  all  the  advaiiLages  that  one 
would  be  apt  to  imagine.  His  Lonlship  does  not  see  so  much 
eompany  at  AmbMHden  oommcnljdo  $  and  though  be  is  vastly 
liked  and  generally  esteemed  in  Enmoe^  hie  way  of  living  and 
tbat  of  tiie  people  of  the  country  is  somewhat  difcent 

Tbe  Duke  of  Richmond  is  in  Paris.  I  have  met  him  some- 
times at  Lord  Albemarle's,  and  that  meana  have  liie  bonoiir 
to  know  him.  As  far  as  my  discernment  goes,  he  promise 
to  make  a  considerable  figure  in  our  way,  to  which  his  genius 
seems  to  letwi  hin>,  and  what  is  uncommon  at  eighteen  he  is  not 
entirely  taken  up  with  the  outward  appeiirance.s  and  o^ildings  of 
soldiership,  but  aima  at  the  lugher  aud  mure  aulid  branches  of 
militaiy  knowledge.* 

Mt,  Haien*s  nephew  is  lately  zetomed  from  his  oomntiy 
boose.  He  and  a  veiy  civil  okl  lady,  bis  mother,  have 
endeavoured  to  convince  me  that  a  recommendation  from  Mr. 
Haien  has  all  imaginable  regard  paid  to  it.  They  have  received 
me  in  a  very  polite  manner,  and  sufHcientiy  proved  their  afl[ecti<m 
for  their  relation  nnd  differencx!  for  strancrers  by  that  reception. 
l,i(1y  Aichibald  Hamilton  died  last  nigiit  of  a  fever,  after  an 
iihiess  of  a  few  days.  She  hml  left  her  little  family  in  the 
utmost  grief  and  distress.  J  /)ni  Archib^ild  is  extremely  old 
and  infirm;  his  son  and  daught^  are  both  very  young,  and 
nobody  to  direct  or  assist  them — I  mean  no  relatioD,for  I  bdieve 
Lord  Albemarle  will  do  eveiylhing  that  is  ii^t  and  proper. 
The  son  is  an  ensign  in  the  Third  Begiment,  and  my  iHoid  and 
companion.  You  may  believe  that  if  I  can  be  of  tiie  least  use 
to  hiim  I  ahaVt  neglect  the  opportunity. 

I  have  in(]nircfl  after  the  Pretender,  and  can't  hear  where  he 
hides  himself.  Tliere  are  people  that  believe  him  to  be  secreted 
in  Poland  with  some  of  his  mother's  relations.    My  friend 

Colonel  D          ha.s  jrot  a  regime i it  of  Dragoons.    There  is  a 

Bort  of  interest  that  man  has  crept  into,  better  and  of  more 
efficiency  than  service^  worth,  or  bonoor.  It  wodd  almost  make 
one  forswear  open,  ftir  behaviour  as  lumber,  and  the  impediment 

^  He  succeeded  to  the  Dukedom  iu  1760.    Hia  fature  was  distiutfuiabed, 
sod  he  difld  a  Md-Msnihal.   Entering  political  life  he  beeiBBS  in  ITWft 
Frinel|al  Seefolaiy  of  State  in  the  Roetinghiini  admiiiistntion. 
O 
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to  success  and  a  marischars  staff:  but, on  the  other  hand,  a  man 
sleeps  well  tliat  uses  moderate  exercise,  and  never  dabbles  in  a 
dirty  pool.  There  are  multitudcii  of  extravagant  customs  that 
divert,  but  there  is  one  that  makes  n»e  laugh  every  day.  The 
ooochmeu  here  drive  with  enormous  black  bear-skin  muffs,  tied 
round  their  waists,  and  that,  when  tiieir  hones  go  on  are  turned 
behind.  Hie  people  here  use  umbrellas  in  hot  weather  to  defend 
them  from  the  sun,  and  something  of  the  same  kind  to  secure 
them  from  the  snow  and  rain. 

I  wonder  a  practice  so  useful  is  not  introduced  into  England, 
where  there  are  such  frequent  showers,  and  especially  in  the 
country,  where  they  can  be  expanded  without  any  inconveniencj,^ 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

As  my  mother  has  signified  her  desire  to  have  me  dance  and 
as  I  am  very  willing  to  oblige  her  in  every  thing  I  have  asked  my 
master,  whether  he  thinks  it  possible  ever  to  bring  that  matter 
about ;  his  answer  is  that  he  is  not  positively  sure  he  shall 
succeed ;  but  if  four  months  close  application  does  not  effect  it, 
he  shall  give  nic  up.  I  intend  to  bo  bt^forehand  with  him  antl 
dismiss  him  by  that  time,  or  whenever  I  find  myself  incurable. 

Close  application  won  the  day,  and  Wolfe  became  an  excellent 
dancer. 

To  BIS  Moima. 

Paria^  ISih  Dmmber,  1762. 
Dear  Madam, — sit  down  to  write  a  letter  to  you  which,  if 
it  does  not  entertain  you,  will  convince  you,  at  least,  that  I  think 
of  you,  and  remember  your  kindness.  If  I  should  imitate  the 
practice  of  this  country,  I  should  studv  how  to  talk,  how  to 
persuade  yon  that  I  am  the  thing  I  am  not ;  but  my  experience 
tells  me  tliat  I  shall  succeed  better  by  doing  what  is  right  than 
by  a  handsome  speech  of  empty  consequence.  There  are  men 
that  only  desire  to  shine,  and  that  had  rather  say  a  smart  thing 
than  do  a  great  one;  there  are  others — ^rare  birds — ^that  had 
rather  be  than  seem  to  be.  Of  the  first  kind  tibis  country  is  a 
well-stored  magazine ;  of  the  second,  om-  own  has  some  -few 
example  A  Frenchman  that  makes  his  mistress  laugh  has  no 
favour  to  ask  of  her;  he  is  at  the  top  of  his  ambition.  Our 

'  It  wn'-  not  until  snme  years  later  tliat  Jou as  Hauway,  defying  tlie  joers 
of  the  |>opuliice,  strolled  through  London  carrying  an  umbrella,  derided,  it  is 
true,  bat  diy. 
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couiiti^'iueii  are  too  grave^  too  sanguiue,  too  iutent,  to  be  satisfied 
with  such  success. 

I  hear  a  piece  of  news  from  England  that  gives  me,  and  all 
of  us,  great  eonoenu  We  an  tdd  that  Lend  Haicourt  and  the 
Bishop  of  Norwich  hate  icsigiied.  CaM  Mx,  Stooie  oYerthrow 
two  audi  men  f  Coald  ht,  or  anybody  eLse^  bdiave  to  them  so 
as  to  oblige  them  to  give  up  the  most  important  duuge  in  tfae 
kingdom  ?  ^  Somebody  more  subservient,  periiapSft  is  to  be 
placed ;  somebody  who  will  lead  the  pupils  to  proper  purposes, 
and  bring  them  to  think  that  only  one  set  of  men  are  fit  to 
govern  the  kingdom.  J^enrctge^  as  the  I'^ronch  say  when  they 
are  provoked,  that  my  trusty  Lord  Ilai court  is  deposed.  He 
had  the  general  voice  of  the  people  for  him,  and  nobody  was 
thought  so  proper  for  that  h^h  o£Bioe. 

I  told  my  fmde  Wat  that  I  had  four  masten  e?eiy  day, 
iddcfa  he  does  not  think  snfBdent  I  His  ooocem  fat  me  goes  so 
iiur  as  to  make  him  wish  that  I  had  no  time  to  eat  or  sleep.  I 
ha^  been  forced  to  pacify  his  rage  for  improvement  with 
assuring  him  that  I  can't  bear  abov  c  so  mudi  at  a  tima  ni 
charge  you  with  an  offire  of  great  trust.  Til  give  you  power  to 
speak  to  Mr.  Fisher,  or  anybody  else  vmi  r;in  think  of,  to  renew 
my  credit,  as  far  as  it  will  go,  about  the  initl<ile  of  next  month. 
It  would  be  almost  as  luigracious  to  want  credit  in  an  cnemy''s 
country  as  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  want  money  in  a  friend''s. 
I  never  tinnk  upon  this  subject  witiwut  reeoOectiDg  my  good 
friend  Fitc*'  and  the  cries  of  poor  Arthur  Loftns,  who  is  afiaid 
he  shall  starve  in  my  counlfy-house  if  I  stay  long  at  Fsris. 
Your  nephew  Whetfaam  is  the  best  tempered  jrouth  that  I  know. 
He  offers  his  respects  to  you. 

I  am,  etc., 

J.  WOLfX. 

To  ms  Fathsr. 

P:iri<,  2-2iui  Dmm^tcr,  17&2. 
Dear  Sik, — I  wish  I  could  send  a  piece  of  tapestiy  from  the 
Gobdins,  or  a  picture  from  the  Palais  Royal,  instead  of  a  letter, 
either  would  be  a  piesent  worthy  your  leoeption,  as  either 
would  be  matchless  in  their  kind.   I  had  the  good  forhme  to 

>  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  was  the  depn^-govemor  under  Lord  Harcourt 
for  the  young  Prince  of  Wales  (afterwards  George  III),  and  his  brother  Prince 
Edward.  Dr.  Hayter,  Bnsho])  of  Norwich,  was  tutor  and  Scott  his  deputy.  A 
curious  dispute  arose  as  to  the  Prince's  edacatioD,  detailed  in  the  present 
aothor's  Gtorge  III,  1907. 

^  f  ord  FitsoMitrioe. 

U  2 
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see  the  inamif'acture  of  tapestry  ut  a  time  when  tlu  v  slujwcfl  it 
to  an  ambaiibador.  Then  it  is  that  they  pimlute  all  tiiut 
invention  and  industry  can  contrive  and  execute.  I  was  a  good 
deal  nurpriied  to  find  that  the  ]mDdpal  director  of  tli«t 
ingcniom  mnkmanship  ia  a  Scotchman. 

My  friend  Carleton  aenda  me  oonjeetmeB  abont  a  anooenor  to 
Lord  Harcourt.^  I  am  sorry  any  such  person  is  necessary, 
because  I  think  that  high  office  was  in  fit  hands  before.  It  ia 
melancholy  that  in  an  affair  of  such  trust  and  importance  there 
shoulfl  he  men  so  placed  and  so  confided  in,  that  the  leaden?  are 
in  a  manner  subordinate  to  their  inferiors.  Tlie  French  have 
their  domestic  trouble  too,  as  well  m  ourselves  ;  but  theirs  are 
still  of  a  more  berioub  kind.  The  clergy  and  people  are  in 
opposite  aentimenti  for  the  present,  and  it  will  require  the 
eioiion  of  very  great  authority  to  reooncile  them  to  each  other. 
Hie  eodenaaticB  have  nnlnddly  bem  the  authon  of  almoat  all 
the  mischief  that  has  been  done  in  Europe  and  in  America  flnoe 
the  fint  introduction  of  Christianity,  and  they  do  in  some  pKaeea 
ocmtinue  their  evil  practices.  It  is  surprising  that  there  are  so 
few  potentates  in  Europe  that  are  able  to  keep  them  in  any 
order,  and  the  niore  sury>risiiif^  tlmt  the  example  of  these  few 
has  no  t;rt'ect  upon  the  rest,  notwithstanding  the  visible  dift'eience 
between  a  well-governed  body  of  clergy  and  the  reverse. 

Paris  is  full  of  people ;  that  is,  all  the  company  i^  come  in 
from  the  oonntry,  ani  an  abondanoe  of  genteel  persoDs  of  both 
aeiea  aie  every  day  e^Maed  to  public  view.  Tlie  natifea  In 
general  are  not  handsome  either  in  &oe  or  figore;  but  then, 
they  improve  what  they  have.  Tliey  adorn  themsdlvea  to  more 
advantage,  and  appear  with  more  outaide  lustre^  than  any  other 
people^  at  leaat  that  I  have  aeen  or  heard  of. 

I  am»  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  WOLFX. 

How  strange  to  reflect  that  a  few  yean  before  the  fUl  of  the 
Frendi  dominion  in  Americ^i,  the  same  small  apartment  shcmld 
have  contained  the  real  ruler  of  France,  and  the  man  who  was  to 

wrest  from  France  its  finest  jewel.  Tlie  picture  is  striking.  La 
Pompiuloiu*  seated  before  her  mirror,  while  her  ct)iffeur  arranges 
her  massy  chevelure,  oocasionallj  vouchsafing  a  word  or  smile 

•  I»rd  Ilarcourt,  thus  coinniriv!t>d  by  Wolfe,  wrm  afterwarda  choeen  by 
foung  George  HI  to  demaud  the  h.-iud  of  Priooeas  Charlotte  of  Meckleabuw 
Btiwnain  marrisge.  He  became  Lord-Lieateoaat  of  kdandf  andnas  drownad 
aocitetaUy  in  a  wbU  afc  NoBehMn  in  1777* 
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to  her  on tmirago.  Her  eye  rej?t«?  upon  fho  tall,  youtliful  figure  of 
the  young  English  officer.  One  can  taiuy  her  risking,  "Who 
i.s  that  young  man  ?*  **That,  madame,  is  Mon.sieur  Wolfe, 
Lifiitenant-Colonel  of  English  Infantry.'"  "Wolfe — ah — that  is 
tlie  same  as  le  Loup ;  a  terrible  name  iui  lho.se  mild  blue  ey^  and 
kindly  mcmtfa !   En  veriU^  vim  m§Jkuie$  pewr^  M,  Wolfe ! 

Tbe  oiflfiBr  wbtdi  OBme  to  Wdlb  of  a  trnvelliiig  miUtary 
totonhip  to  tile  young  Bake  of  Bichmond  was,  alihoui^  a 
locmttTe  berth,  not  i^idedl^  him  as**  mbia  line."  If  be  would 
not  take  it  himself,  however,  be  took  pains  to  reoonuneod  an 
intimate  friend,  a  yotmg  office*  who  afterwards  rose  to  great 
distinction,  and  whose  nnmo  find  fame  is  hardly  less  than  Wolfe's 
own,  bound  up  in  the  history  of  (  inada  and  the  Empire.  This 
was  Cnptain  Guy  Carletnn,  ulio  took  jmrt  in  the  conquest  of 
Quebec,  a^  Governor  of  Canada,  and  died  Lord  Dordie^ter. 

To  HIS  Monnpu 

Puis,  /wiiisry  %td,  175& 

Dkab  MADkAM,— I  was  yesteiday  at  VenaiUeB,a  oold  ipeetator 
of  what  we  oomnunily  cell  splendour  and  inagniflcaic&  A 

multitude  of  men  and  women  were  assembled  to  bow  and  pay 
their  eompliments  in  the  most  submissive  manner  to  a  creature 
of  their  own  species.  T  went  through  the  diffeivnt  apartments 
with  our  Amba.s.sa<:ior,  who  did  me  the  honour  to  allow  me  to 
wait  iipoii  him,  and  saw  him  do  his  part  very  gracefully,  well 
received  by  the  Queen,  the  Dauphin,  the  Dauphincss,  the 
rnfenta,  tbe  Mesdames,  the  SecreUuy  of  State,  and  lastly  by 
tbe  Muqoiie  de  Pompadour,  who  seemed  to  distinguish  bim 
from  tbe  vest  by  ber  dvilitieB  and  oourtesy.  All  the  eoortiefi, 
as  ID  England,  go  to  ooort  upon  tbe  New  Tear^s  Day,  and  as 
they  are  more  niimerons  here  than  there  it  makes  a  very  fine 
show.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  c^fered  me  a  place  in  his  coach, 
an  honour  that  I  could  not  refuse,  especi^ly  as  T^rd  Albemarle 
was  so  kind  as  to  give  me  a  room  at  his  hous*^,  with  invitation 
to  sup  with  him.  T.ord  Albemarle  htis  propo.sed  to  pn  iit  my 
cousin  Whctham  and  me  to  the  King,  which  I  have  no  objection 
to  but  the  fear  of  the  expense  of  a  new  coat.  However,  as  it 
ooofls  from  bis  Lordship  in  so  handsome  a  manner,  I  d<HiH  tiiink 
it  is  to  be  Tweeted.  This  is  tbe  flzst  time  that  I  have  been  at 
Vefsailks,  and  kickily  there  was  an  installation  of  a  Kii^t  of 
the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  we  were  placed  in  sudi  a 
manner  in  tbe  King^  Chapd  by  tbe  master  of  tbe  Ceremonies 
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that  no  part  of  the  ceremony  escaped  us.  The  weather  wa»  so 
severe  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  gardens,  or  to  ntamine 
the  buOdings. 

•  «*•••« 
Sir  John  Movdaunt  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  from 
Bath,  where  he  is,  or  has  been  for  his  old  rbeomatic  complaint. 
He  touches  lightly  upon  a  certain  subject  in  his  comic  style,  and, 
wilh  a  jest  upon  the  sex,  wonders  at  my  perseverance.  I  have 
answered  his  lottor,  nnrl  Iihvo  p^ven  him  to  understand  that  as 
I  (lid  not  mean  to  (oiicoal  anything  from  him,  I  had  mentioned 
tlx  Jiffair  to  him,  but  tliat  I  was  extremely  well  pleased  with  my 
situation,  and  did  not  intend  to  be  trouble.some.  Tlic  Duke  of 
Richmond  is  to  have  a  company  in  Lord  Bur)''.s  regiment ;  he 
wantat  some  skil&l  nmn  to  timvel  with  him  through  the  fortified 
towns  of  the  Low  Coontriesand  into  Lomdne.  I  have  proposed 
my  friend  Carleton,  whom  Lord  Albemarle  approves  of ;  hat  as 
tilings  may  take  another  turn,  it  must  not  be  mentioned.  It  is 
reported  at  Paris  that  the  Pretender  has  changed  his  religion. 
We  axe  too  well  governed  in  England  to  apprehend  that  or  any 
other  chanf^c.  T  believe  he  might  as  well  keep  his  confessor. 
Art  arquaintjin((  ot  mine  goes  to  KTi<:^hmd  in  a  few  davs,  and 
takeii  with  him  two  black  laced  hoods  for  you,  and  a  vestale  for 
the  neck,  such  as  the  Queen  of  France  wears. 

I  am,  etc, 

j.  WOLPE. 

Wolfe^s  **persevenuioe*'  deserved  a  better  &te,  hut  it  was  hard 
to  erase  Miss  Lawson^s  image  from  his  heart. 

His  friend  Carleton  got  the  lucrative  post  for  whidi  WoUe  had 
recommended  hun. 

7  b  HIS  Fatusm, 

Paris,  10  Janitar;/^  17'>3. 
D£AR  Sir, — There  is  so  much  reason  to  be  satisfied  and  to 
thank  jaa  fijr  what  you  have  already  done  for  me,  that  it  would 
ill  heoome  me  to  require  any  further  supply,  especially  as  you 
tell  me  that  the  granting  of  it  would  be  inconvenient.  I  ftiave 
no  particular  attainment  to  Fsris^  the  reason  that  brou^t  me 
here  is  a  sufficient  one  for  my  stay,  and  I  am  only  sorry  that  my 
time  and  circumstances  are  so  limited.  Anybody  that  knows 
the  'life  I  live  mny  give  testimony  that  I  am  not  idle,  but  if 
I  should  break  off  after  three  months^  close  application^  my  time 
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will  have  been  entirely  thro\vn  away,  and  your  monoy  very  ill 
employed.  You  know,  Sir,  what  ditficiilties  I  have  hmi  to  get 
leave  to  come  abroad.  I  never  expect  a  second  indulgence,  and 
therefore  must  not  lose  tbii»  opportunity  though  it  should  cost 
uie  many  houj^  of  retreat  hereafter. 

The  Duke  has  oonsented  to  Carleton^s  coming  abroad  to 
attend  the  Doke  of  Richmoiid  as  a  military  preceptor  in  his 
tour  throi]|^  the  fortified  towns  of  the  Low  Countries^  It  will 
be  of  singular  use  to  the  young  man,  and  I  hope  of  great 
servile  to  my  friend.  Lord  Falkland,  Mr.  Dawnay,  Wietham, 
and  myself,  were  introduced  yesterday  to  the  King  and  the 
Royal  l^\imily,  and  lastly  to  Madame  Pompadour  uTid  Monsieur 
de  SI .  Coutest,  the  minister.  They  uere  all  very  gra(  ions  im  far 
a.s  courtesies,  bows,  and  smiles  go,  for  the  Boui"boa.s  seldom 
speak  to  anybcxly.  Madame  la  Marquise  entertained  us  at  her 
toilette.  We  found  her  curling  her  hair.  She  is  extremely 
handsome,  and,  by  her  oonvenation  with  the  Ambassador  and 
others  that  were  piesent,  I  judge  she  must  have  a  great  deal  of 
wit  and  midentandiog. 

Exclusive  of  Lord  Albemarle^s  being  the  English  Ambassador, 
I  observe  that  at  VersaiUes  they  pay  a  particular  respect  and 
deference  to  his  person,  which  is  a  proof  that  he  is  extremely  in 
the  Kinir's  £roofl  giw«s ;  and  I  should  wonder  if  it  was  not  so, 
considering  iiow  accomplished  a  man  he  is  for  courts,  and  how 
particularly  cakulated  he  seeuis  to  be  for  the  French  nation. 
I  wish  you  both  health,  and  a  happy  New  Year. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wom 

jVIrs.  Wolfe  does  not  seem  to  have  understood  her  son'*s  motives 
in  not  offering  himself  as  the  ducal  tutor.   He  enlightens  her. 

To  an  MoTHBB. 

Paris.  Jnvfitiry  Wfh,  l7o3. 

Drab  Madam, — You  have  known  nie  long  enough  to 
diVc  •)^  er  that  I  don  t  always  prefj^r  o^vu  inttrc^t  to  that  of 
ujy  irieuds.  I  was  asked  if  I  koew  a  military  man  fit  to 
acojmpany  the  young  Duke^  and  immediately  named  Carkton, 
who  is  appointed  to  attend  him.  It  would  have  been  as  easy 
for  me  to  hesitate  about  tiie  question  and  afUrwavds  to  have 
offered  my  services;  but,  ezdusive  of  my  liking  for  Csrleton, 
I  don^  think  mysdf  quite  equal  to  ibe  task,  and  as  for  the 
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pension  that  might  follow,  it  is  veiy  certain  that  it  would  not 
become  me  to  accept  it.  I  can't  take  money  from  any  one  but 
the  King,  my  nuuster,  or  from  .wmc  of  his  blood.  The  Duke 
of  Kichmond  8  friendship  will  be  an  honour  to  me,  provided  he 
turns  out  well,  and  serves  his  country  with  reputation,  which 
I  think  18  veiy  likely  to  happen.  If  he  ndscuries  frmn  bad 
principles,  I  shall  be  the  fint  to  flj  from  his  intimaiey. 

Though  I  suppose  myaelf  reoovered  in  a  great  measure  from 
my  disorder  that  my  extravagant  love  for  Miss  Lawson  threw 
me  into,  yet  I  never  hear  her  name  mentioiied  without  a  twitch, 
or  hardly  ever  think  of  her  with  indifference.  Every  good 
ftcconnt  of  her  helps  to  justify  me,  and  the  better  you  know  her, 
the  easier  yoifll  find  excuses  for  me.  Pray  tell  Miss  Haren  that 
I'm  obliged  to  her  for  helpinf^  to  convince  von  that  at  least  my 
choice  was  a  good  one.  A  man  may  be  gie^itly  prepossessed  in 
&fDur  of  a  lady  withont  bringing  many  people  to  be  of  his 
opinion.  My  amour  has  not  been  without  its  use.  It  has 
defended  me  against  other  women,  intioduoed  a  great  deal  of 
philosophy  and  tnnquillity  as  to  all  objects  of  our  stnmgest 
affections,  and  someUiing  softened  the  disposition  to  severity 
and  rigour  that  I  had  contracted  in  the  camp,  trained  up  as 
I  was  from  my  in&ncy  to  the  conclusion  of  tlie  Peace,  in  war 
and  tumult. 

I  am  often  surprised  at  the  little  sensibility  that  I  feel  in 
myself  at  the  sight  of  the  finest  and  fairest  females ;  though  I 
have  seldom  supped  out,  yet  whenever  I  have  it  has  happened  that 
some  of  the  prettiest  women  in  Paris,  and  particularly  one,  was 
at  table.  An  eye  to  subdue  the  haidest  heart  had  much  the 
same  effect  upon  me,  as  if  the  likeness  had  been  dnwn  upon 
canvas,  and  set  up  to  look  at ;  but  don^t  let  this  discourage  you, 
or  make  you  believe  tluit  I  have  abandoned  the  whole  sex  for 
one  disappointment.  There  are  times  that  a  good  constitution 
overcomes  all  difficulties. 

Mv  exercises  go  on  rxtromrly  well.  Monsieur  Fesifui,  the 
daiK  ing-master,  asstires  tiie  ihid  1  make  a  surprising  progress, 
but  tliat  my  time  will  be  too  short  to  po!^e.s.s  (a-s  he  calls  it)  the 
minuet  to  any  great  perfection ;  however,  he  pretends  to  think 
that  I  shall  dance  not  to  be  laughed  at  I  am  on  horseback 
eveiy  morning  at  break  of  day,  sad  do  presume  th«t»  with  the 
advantage  of  long  legs  and  thighs,  I  shall  be  aUe  to  sit  a  hone 
at  a  hand-gallop.  lastly,  the  fendng-master  dedares  me  to 
have  a  my  quidc  wrisi,  and  no  inconrideiable  lunge^  from  the 
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reasons  aforeeaid.   The  General  will  eqtlaui  the  word  kmgBf 

or  lunge. 

I  pronounce  the  French  tongue^  and  consequently  n  ail  it, 
better  than  when  T  cnme  ;  but  in  the  capital  of  this  great 
Kingdom,  I  speak  more  English  than  French,  and  therefore 
don't  do  so  well  as  I  ought.  Thus  I  have  made  my  report  to 
you  ooDoeming  the  reasons  of  my  coming  heie>  and  shall  condude 
my  letter  with  very  hearty  wishes  for  both  your  welfares. 

I  am,  t/be^ 
J.  Woun. 

It  would  seem  that  the  old  Genersl  oonsidered  his  son 
extravagant,  and  fiom  this  chaige  James  defends  himself  in  his 
next  letter. 

To  HIS  Fathkk. 

FSziSj  Jmmarff  89, 17^ 
Dbab  8tB^ — am  more  conoemed  to  be  obliged  to  ask 
money  of  you,  than  you  are  to  give  it,  and  I  should  leave  Fans 
six  weeks  sooner  than  I  intended,  rather  than  distress  yoo  in 
the  smallest  degree,  if  such  a  step  would  not  <destroy  almost 
everything  that  I  have  been  doing  hitherto.  I  told  you  in  my 
last  letter  how  expensive  a  place  this  is,  and  to  prove  it,  I  can 
assure  you  upon  my  honour  that  the  articles  of  piny  and 
women  (the  most  extravagunl  in  Paris)  have  not  amounted  to 
20  Louis-d^ore,  that  my  tailor  s  bill  for  two  suits  of  Clothes, 
a  frock  and  liveries,  does  not  exceed  seventy  pounds;  the 
ruffles  that  I  have  been  forced  to  wear,  is  indeed  a  considerable 
expense — ^the  xest  has  been  paid  for  my  coat  and  lodgings, 
food,  servants,  and  for  the  best  masters,  in  this  kind,  that  this 
dty  possesses.  I  believe  there  are  fow  men  that  live  in  the 
manner  I  do,  and  thou^  the  object  of  my  attentions  are  not  in 
themselves  the  most  essential,  they  are  still  such  as  have  their 
uses  in  life  and  may  help  to  advance  me  in  the  army. 

The  fortune  of  a  military  man  seems  to  depend  almost  as 
miu ii  on  his  exterior^  as  upon  things  that  are  in  reality  more 
e.^t  iiiiable  and  jji  nist  worthy.  You  may  be  assured  i  have  no 
more  demajuis  to  make  upon  you,  already  too  well  convinced  of 
your  kindness  and  generosity  to  abuse  eiUier. 

Hie  good  Bishop^  is  at  last  released  from  the  miseiy  and 
pain  that  be  so  long  laboured  under,  oppressed  by  a  disease  at 
his  time  of  life  incurable.   Hb  death  is  not  to  be  lamented 
1  HiA  fiHaoQS  Dk".  Berkeley,  Sisliop  of  Cloyne. 
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otbcrwisr  than  as  con<  (  i  ns  his  family.  If  t}iere'*s  oiiy  place  for 
goixl  Dien  hereafter,  I  believe  he  is  at  rest,  at  id  cntiiLly  free  from 
all  complaints.  By  what  you  have  said  about  laatrimony, 
I  judge  you  are  averse  to  it.  However,  there's  a  fit  time,  and 
^  oanmioiily  later  with  us  aoldien  than  with  other  men,  for 
two  reasons;  the  first  is  that  in  our  younger  daya^  we  are 
gooerally  moving  from  phuse  to  phwe,  and  have  haidly  Idsure  to 
fix;  the  other  has  prudence  and  necessity  to  support  it.  We 
are  not  ahle  to  feed  our  wives  and  children  till  we  begin  to 
decline.  It  must  be  a  solitary  kind  of  latter  life  to  have  no 
relations  nor  objects  to  take  up  our  thoughts  and  affections, — to 
hi\  as  it  were,  alone  in  the  world,  without  any  connection  with 
mankiiui  but  lli*-  ln'  of  common  friendships,  which  are  at  best, 
as  you  have  experienced,  but  1(k>>l  am]  precarious.  Our  tastes 
for  pleasures  and  debauchery  have  an  end,  or  should  iiave,  when 
the  excuse  or  pretext  youth  and  warm  blood  is  no  longer 
aUowed  us;  and  one  terrible,  frequent,  and  ahnoet  natinal 
OQDseqnenoe  of  not  manying  is  an  attachment  to  some  woman 
or  other  that  leads  to  a  thousand  inconveniences.  Marohal  Saxe 
died  in  the  arms  of  a  little  w^—  that  plays  upon  the  Italian 
stagey— an  ignominious  end  for  a  conqueror,  lliough  I  think 
much  better  of  this  condition  than  most  young  people,  and 
sometimes  imagine  (jx^rhaps  vainly  and  f(v)lishly)  that  it  would 
suit  my  disposition  and  tuni  of  mind,  yet  I  may  safely  say 
that  it  won^  produce  any  immediate  consequence.  My  little 
experience  has  made  uic  cautious  and  my  circuuisbinces  and 
situation  in  life  direct  me  to  step  slowly  and  circumspectly,  and 
to  sum  up  all,  it  would  be  n^cient  that  you  opposed  it  to 
make  me  desist  as  long  as  I  have  the  possession  of  my  reasoiL 

I  hope  the  severity  of  the  weather  is  confined  to  the 
continent.  It  has  not  been  knoMm  to  freese  so  hard  since  tiie 
Great  Frost.  The  poor  people  suffer  excessively,  not  only  from 
the  want  of  fire,  but,  an  the  navigation  of  the  river  has  been 
stopped,  provisions  of  nl1  k'mds  arc  dearer  upon  that  account. 
I  am  a  sufferer  in  particular,  tm  ns  I  commonly  go  out  at  break 
of  day,  till  lately  that  it  has  Ik'cu  impossible,  the  cold  i/cs  mv 
nose  and  fingers,  and  distresses  me  considerably.  I  desire  you 
to  accept  oi  uiy  thanks  and  acknowledgements  for  the  last  mark 
of  your  fiivour,  and  I  wish  to  convince  you  that  my  greatest 
ambition  is  to  deserve  your  esteem. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  ete., 

J.  Worn 
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To  B3B  MOKHD. 

Paris,  VMh  I  thruaryf  17^ 
Dear  Madam, — I  shall  make  but  one  step  from  this  place 
to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  I  tthull  iiardly  give  you  time 
to  observe  how  many  fine  aire  and  accompliKhmenta  I  bm 
picked  op  at  FRiia.  Hie  nortli-cflst  wind  that  UoWa  in  that 
oonntiy  will  ditpene  aU  my  foppery^  and  lihboot  and  ftathen, 
and  snuff  and  enenoein  the  air,  and  disorder  my  whole  pefson, 
so  that  when  I  return  you  will  hardly  dimircr  me  to  ha  a 
ooxcomb ;  at  least,  if  it  ia  00^  I  shall  try  to  conceal  it  firam  yoo. 

I  liml  a  letter  from  my  friend  Gage  *  last  post,  in  answer  to 
one  that  I  writ  him  by  Tronl  Albcmnr1<'''s  directions.  He  says 
the  litth':  Maid  of  Honour  is  a.s  amiable,  and  alas!  (as  he 
cx])i  i  s>(  ^  it,  poor  gentleman)  as  cold  (us  ever.  Wluit  can  liiat 
lady  mean  by  such  ob»tinate  belfnleuial  ?  or  is  she  as  much 
nirtwi  ol  her  own  as  of  the  heofts  of  «U  hsraeqnainlBiioss? 
Is  she  the  ettiaciidinaiy  woman  that  has  no  weakness  ?  orhqipily 
oonstractod  without  pasrions?  or  hvdj«  and  most  Hkelyy  does 
she  hid  her  reason  dbooae?  She  majr  posh  that  matter  too  far, 
ibr  common  scr'^o  demonstrates  that  one  should  not  be  a  maid 
—of  honour  too  long.  I  writ  a  long  letter  to  her  uncle  this 
post,  and  send  him  some  books  that  he  desired.  I  touched  upon 
the  tender  string  some  time  ago,  as  T  told  von  :  his  answer  was, 
that  he  was  sorry  to  find  me  so  »enous  upon  the  old  stoiy ;  and 
there  the  matter  ruts  for  ever, 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

We  may  assonie  that  something  of  the  foregoing  was  prompted 
hy  a  lover^  pique.  Yet  Miss  Lawson^s  oonduct  was  stiange^ 
especuJly  in  view  of  the  trsditiaii  that  secretly  she  had  given  her 

heart  to  Wolfe,  but  that  there  were  impediments  in  the  way  she 

could  not  and  (lare<l  not  disclose 

If  Wolfe  had  declined  to  accompany  the  Duke  of  Richmond  io 
a  tour  of  foreign  camps,  it  was  not  because  his  desire  to  acquaint 
himself  with  the  methods  and  discipline  of  foreign  aurmies  was  not 
as  keen  as  ever.  When  h(  saw  a  cliance  of  achieving  this  wish,  he 
jumped  at  it  instantly,  dreiiding  at  the  same  time  that  the  stiff- 
necked  Commaiuler-in-Chief,  Cumberlapd,  would  again  stand  in  his 
way. 

'  The  Hon.  'Hiomas  Oage,  afterwards  Viscount  Gage^  Cominaader-in-Chief 
in  Nerdi  Amseiea  at  the  Irtglimliif  af  the  aolooial  whUL 
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To  HI8  Fathes. 

Paris,  22nrf  Faurary,  17.53. 
Dear  Sib, — ^Lord  Albemarle  was  saying  a  few  days  ago  that 
tlie  Frendi  King  proposes  to  encamp  a  great  part  oif  hu  army 
early  in  fhe  summer.  Hu  Uxdship  judged  tiiat  it  wocdd  be 
agluuaUe  to  the  Duke  to  have  an  officer  of  our  troops  sent  to 
see  wbat  they  were  doing  in  their  camps,  and  he  did  me  the 
honour  to  ssy  that  he  thought  it  would  be  right  in  rae  to 
propose  myself,  not  asking  it  a.s'  a  favour,  but  remly  to  oliey  the 
Duke's  command.  H^e  proposal  agreed  too  well  with  my 
disposition  to  be  neglected,  and  I  writ  immetiintclv  to  Lord 
ikiry  to  offer  myself  for  the  service,  and  told  I/ini  Albemarle 
that  tlie  least  hint  from  him  would  have  more  weight  than  all 
that  I  should  he  able  to  say.  Whether  the  project  talces  place 
or  not,  it  m&y  not  be  amiss  to  be  mentioned  upon  sudi  an 
occasion  by  the  Ambassador  of  Paris.  The  fVendi  are  to  have 
three  or  four  difcent  camps;  the  Austriaw  an  !  Prussians  will 
probably  assemble  some  corps,  so  that  I  may,  before  the  end  of 
the  summer,  have  seen  half  the  armies  in  Europe  at  least,  and 
that,  T  Wieve,  at  a  vory  1  if  tie  ox|>oTi«e.  Lord  Ablemarle  must 
give  mo  1(  t((  Th  to  the  Commanders  it  the  Duke  accepts  my  offer, 
but,  to  teil  the  truth,  I  suspect  his  Royal  Hiirhnoss  will  not. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J,  Wolfe. 

Our  hero's  fears  were  not  groundless,  as  wo  shall  presently  see. 
Meanwhile  he  had  been  in  l*aris  nearly  five  months  and  was  already 
beginning  to  weary  of  his  surroundings.  He  had  attained,  to  a 
satisfai  toi  y  degree,  that  which  had  brought  him  to  the  French 
capital ;  a  facility  in  Hpeaking  the  language  and  some  skill  in 
ftndng  and  dancbg,  and  fdt  that  he  haA  added  a  polhih  to  his 
general  deportment  He  therefore  looked  forward  aU  the  more 
eageriy  to  forther  travel  on  tiie  continent  vhidi  wonld  add  to  his 
proftsilonal  experience.  Towards  the  dose  of  his  stay  his  mother 
wrote  him  that  his  aunt,  Mn.  Abthorpe,  whose  marriage  we  have 
before  noted,  had  become  a  rabid  convert  to  Wesleyism,  her 
conduct  bfM*ng  no  doubt  on  a  par  with  many  of  those  iHio  about  this 
time  fell  under  the  spell  of  the  great  Bevivalists. 

To  HIS  MonrHOL 

Paris,  l4eJlbf«A,l7«8L 
Dear  Madam, — If  the  air  of  Bladdieath  has  been  as  sharp  as 
that  of  IVuis^  I  don^  wonder  at  your  complaints,  nor  that  you 
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give  it  as  a  rcnson  for  not  writing.  We  hud  a  little  interval  of 
mild  weather,  and  now  the  a>ld  is  returned  more  dangerously, 
though  less  severe.  They  have  little  spring  in  this  country; 
from  cold  and  vory  wet  it  jiuddenly  changes  to  excessive  heat. 
VVliut  a  nidauciioly  account  you  give  of  Mrs.  Abthorpe,  her 
unhappy  £Eumtidfim  pi  eying  upon  weak  nerves.  A  conadence 
«t  net  and  free  from  guilt,  with  a  tolienble  partNUi  of  health* 
and  moderate  dicaniBtanoee,  are  the  atmoet  bounds  of  oar 
felicity.  If  we  wcmld  be  hapfj  heve  below,  theee  am  the 
olgects,  and  no  fbrther ;  refinemente  hi  reUgion,  or  any  pomiit 
of  exquisite  pleasoveii  throw  us  quite  out  of  the  road  of  peace. 

Whethain  has  gone  to  Flanders  ;  from  thence  he  goes  into 
Holland,  back  to  Calais,  and  so  home.  What  he  will  do  with 
himself  till  he  is  thirty  years  of  age,  or  till  he  marries,  I  am  at 
a  lohb  to  guess.  It  is  a  misfortune  not  to  have  an  employment 
or  profession  of  t>ome  kind  or  other  to  fill  up  the  intervals  of  our 
time.  To  Irre  merely  for  the  eake  of  eatings  drinking,  eta, 
without  the  prospect  of  any  bnwinwwj  or  of  beiqg  neeftd,  k,  in 
my  mindy  a  heavy  eonditkn.  I  waa  invited  to  a  Ml  hut  ni^t» 
where  I  aaw  aome  of  the  best  oompany  in  Fuis,  and  some  of  the 
bandsomest  women.  At  this  season  of  lha  year  the  people  of 
the  first  condition  give  balls  by  turns,  and  do  it  in  a  v^ 
genteel  manner.  Instead  of  t«i  and  coffee  they  give  ire,  orc^efit, 
lemonade,  onuigcs,  and  sweetmeats,  and  in  the  muruiiifr 
(commonly  by  daylight)  they  have  all  sorts  of  cold  lui  at^. 
I  never  stay  to  see  them  eat,  though,  I  believe,  it  would  nut  be 
the  least  diverting  part  of  the  entertainment,  for  the  kdiea  are 
well  bred,  delicate,  and  gentoeL  They  are,  nerertbelen,  a  little 
indined  to  gluttony,  and  are  troubled  with  frequent  indlgesttone. 
The  women  at  these  balls  wear  a  sort  of  dominoi  or  rather  gown 
made  of  that  kind  of  light  silk,  ali^tfy  trimmed,  with  sleeves  of 
a  vtaej  particular  make,  lallii^  near  a  yard  behind  them  from 
'the  elbows.  Tlieir  hair  is  cither  combed  behind,  with  little 
curls  before,  or  their  heads  are  all  over  curls,  and  an  i\l)im(ljt.nce 
of  diamonds  about  their  heads  and  necks.  Thcv  dant  <  genteelly, 
and  I  think  their  country  dances  prefer.  J )le  to  oiu"s ;  first 
because  there  is  u  gix^uter  variety  oi  iiguie  and  step,  mure  easy 

daDdng,  and  they  are  not  sote^ooa.  They  danoa  Ibur  eoa{to 
at  a  time  and  aoooeed  each  other,  then  parlnera  chan^  every 
danoe.   Some  of  tiie  men  are  pfrettOy-tonied,  and  move  easily 

and  gmc^i^y.  Tbey  have  in  general  good  faces  and  Hue  hair, 
hut  they  have  genendly  bad  limbs,  and  are  ill-shaped.  I  qieak 


Digitized  by  Google 


206   LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 

of  the  nobility  ancl  thosf  that  arc  born  or  commonly  live  in 
Paris,  tor  in  the  pix>viuces  remote  j&om  the  capital,  men  are  of 

a  bt  ttpr  figure. 

Tiie  Lent  tiiat  succeeds  the  Carnival  puts  an  end  to  all  these 
pleasuieB,  the  delight  and  occupation  of  the  younger  people  of 
Paris.  Their  thoughtB  are  entirely  employed  upon  the  figore 
tfaey  are  to  make  in  public^  their  equipages  and  dren ;  and  fiieir 
entertainments  within  ccmsists  of  luxorioos  si^ypers  and  deep 
play.  Scmie  of  them  are  elegant  enough  to  be  pleased  with 
music,  and  they  all  sing  well.  A  few  there  are — a  very  smaU 
number — that  reatl  and  think.  I  l)egin  to  be  tired  of  Paris, 
llie  English  are  not  favourites  here  ;  they  can't  hely)  looking 
upon  u.s  as  enemies,  and  I  believe  they  are  right.  The  liest  and 
ablest  men  amongst  them  respect  the  nation,  admire  the  Govern- 
ment, and  tiiiuk  we  are  the  only  men  in  Kmu^X!  that  act  like 
mm.  Tliis  party  must  be  very  inconsiderable,  and  veiy  secret 
I  forgjot  to  tell  you  formerly  that  the  laoed  handlcereliief  that 
I  bought  did  not  go  with  the  hoods,  but  youll  have  it. 

I  am,  dear  Bfiadam,  et&, 

J.  Wolfs. 

U  would  have  been  imposiiible  for  an  observer  like  Wolfe  not 
to  have  been  struck  by  the  entire  artificiality  of  the  French 
sodal  fiibric  as  it  then  eiisted  in  WaanBe,  Compare  his  impres- 
sions of  the  dissatisfiution  of  the  community,  t^  admiraticm  of 
the  thiiilci'ng  minority  finr  English  institutions  with  those  of  later 
travellecs  mudi  nearer  the  brink  of  the  Revolution  precipice. 

Wolfe  was  not  left  long  in  suspense  about  the  permission  to 
visit  the  continental  armies.  It  appears  in  the  first  place  that  his 
parents  looked  coldly  upon  the  project,  for  the  same  reasons  that 
have  previously  hct^n  mentioned,  and  also  because  they  may  have 
thought  that  their  son's  holiday  had  lasted  long  enough,  and  was 
sufficiently  expensive.  But  it  was  Lord  Buiy  who  conveyed  the 
unwelcome  refusaL  He  too  probably  thought  his  Lieutenant- 
Cdond  had  had  sufficient  holiday, 

7b  HIS  Fatbbb. 

Paris,  9th  March,  17ri.1. 
Dear  Sir, — Lord  Bury  siupriscd  nic  a  lew  days  ago 
with  H.R,H.  the  Duke's  orders  to  return  to  England  even 
before  my  leave  of  absence  expires.  I  think  I  told  you  that  I 
asked  and  begged  to  continue  till  the  20th  of  April :  this  is 
revised,  and  I  am  to  hasten  home.  I  dare  not  disobey  openly, 
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bat  I  will  venture  as  far  as  a  slight  rcpnmnnd.  There's  an 
inconceivable  obstinncv  in  this  way  of  proceeding,  a  minute 
exactness  that  is  qnilL-  u i m (X'C.ssary  and  excessively  disHgreeahlc. 
Everybody  knoM>  iiow  ditiicult  it  is  to  get  out  of  England,  and 
yet  they  won't  allow  us  to  make  umj  of  the  opportunity  that 
uflfers,  and  that  perhaps  can  never  occur  again.  Twraty  days  or 
at  tfak  time  it  InirtimahV,  the  weuaa  and  ntua- 
tido  €i  lay  af&ns  oonsidcnd.  A  Major  wnd  an  Adjiitaot(if  the 
GcdiHiel  w  to  be  indulged  luiiiasU)  are  not  to  be  oonndercd  as 
equal  to  the  great  task  of  exerdring,  m  our  frivolous  way,  a 
battallion  or  two  of  soldiers  ! — men  whose  duty  and  bosiiiew  it 
is,  and  who  must  know  that.  "  His  Royal  Highne<;s  expects  and 
orders  me  to  tell  you  to  lx»  with  the  regiment  hv  the  time  they 
assemble."  These  are  the  terms  of  his  lordiihip's  letter,  and  he 
goes  on  to  inform  us  tiiat  lie  Ijelieves  the  companies  will  be 
collected  towai'd^  the  latter  end  of  thi^  month.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  hints,  I  shaVt  be  in  England  before  the  7th  or  8th  of 
April,  and  the  only  one  thing  that  gives  me  any  mtiaftction  or 
reoonciks  it  to  me  is,  that  I  diaU  have  the  pleasure  of  paying 
my  do^  to  yoa  and  to  ray  mother;  and  fhoaf^  the  time  that  I 
shall  be  aith  yoa  will  be  -very  shorty  those  few  days  will  make 
me  some  amends  lor  the  many  disagreeable  ones  that  are  to 
ibUow. 

I  am,  dear  bir,  <  t( 

J.  Wolfs. 

Then  came  a  fbrther  letter  from  Lord  Bury,  which  makes  his 
xetum  imperatiTe. 

To  BIB  MOTKB. 

Dkar  MATlAlf,— a  second  letter  that  I  have  received  from 
Lord  Bury  (in  answer  to  the  offer  tliat  I  made  to  go  to  the 
French  and  German  armies),  has  cleared  up  ever^'thing  and 
made  it  very  j)lain,  that  I  nnist  hasten  to  the  Regiment.  He 
tells  me  that  he  Imiix  It  don't  go  down  to  Scotland  this  year, 
and  he  mentions  a  fit  of  uii  iipoplexy  that  seized  the  Major  some 
tiuiu  ago  and  has  impaired  his  health  considerably.  Could  i  iiavc 
supposed  so  much  indulgence  and  so  much  partiality,  or  had  I 
k&oim  that  the  Major  had  besn  out  of  older,  I  shocdd  not  have 
begg^  Hie  small  addttioti  of  twenty  days  to  my  leave  of  absence* 
nor  proposed  vrfaat  I  did.  As  I  rfiaU  set  out  in  the  bcgfaming  of 
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Apnl  and  as  tiitit  time  draws  near,  I  must  desire  yoiril  bo  so 
gotxl  to  keep  any  letters  that  may  be  dii*ected  to  me  till  I  come. 
I  hojK  Joliii  has  found  some  opportunity  of  sending  mv  dog  to 
the  Regiment  and  that  he  haa  executetl  all  the  other  com- 
missions you  have  char^red  him  with.  If  yoa  have  any  commande 
for  me  on  this  aide,  I  beg  to  know  them  immediately  that  they 
may  be  obeyed  to  your  wiA.  I  make  my  letter  ahort  because 
these  ia  several  to  write.  I  hope  to  find  yoii  both  tn  perfect 
health ;  my  duty  to  my  Father. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  W. 

On  the  eve  of  departure  he  received  a  letter  from  his  mother 
expressing  the  GreneraPs  appreheiisions  a})out  the  now  abaudoned 
tour.  He  was  afraid  his  bou  might  iiavu  b^n  tempted  by  an  oiler 
in  the  service  of  the  great  Frederick. 

7b  HIS  MOTBSB. 

Mm,  Mtnk  SM«  17«3. 
Deae  IIahak, — beg  you  to  remember  how  the  midertakii^ 
I  spoke  of  was  proposed,  and  by  whom,  whether  it  was  in  my 

power  to  refuse  it  as  it  was  offered,  supposing  that  I  haA  not 
liked  the  projort.  T  mentionod  to  vou  that  the  embassador  was 
to  have  given  me  letU  i  h  tor  the  commanders  to  our  nnnisters  in 
Germany,  and  my  l)ii>iiK's>  was  to  see  only  if  there  were  any  tiling 
new  among>5t  them,  and  tlicrefore  there  was  no  risk.  You  may 
believe  I  should  never  undertake  anything  of  this  kind  if  thm 
was  reason  to  apprehend  what  my  father  seems  to  think,  nor 
would  I  throw  away  my  time  if  it  oould  be  no  manner  of  ose. 
As  to  the  article  of  expense  I  proposed  to  do  it  upon  my  pay, 
because  I  could  not  in  reason  require  more  than  has  been  already 
done  for  me. 

I  should  have  been  oftener  at  Madame  Barents  if  her  grand- 
daughters illness  had  not  shut  her  door.  She  is  the  most 
agreeable  huly  of  fourscore  that  I  have  L\cr  inct.  It  is  very 
polite  of  her  to  speak  handsomely  of  mi,  becauisC  it  is  alnuoi 
impossible  to  be  less  known  to  her  than  1  am.  But  you  know 
how  bttle  it  costs  the  French  to  be  civil.  My  letters  from 
Scotland  came  to  me.  The  extraordinary  direction  covered  a 
petition  from  a  vety  good  woman,  who  deaiies  me  to  write  to  a 
friend  in  her  favour.  Ibe  women  of  the  regiment  tdce  it  into 
their  heads  to  write  me  sometimes,  and  their  letters  are  really 
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curious.  I  have  a  collection  of  theoi  somewhere  that  would 
make  you  laugh.^ 

I  am,  daar  Madam,  etc., 

J.  WoLnE. 

*  One  of  these  has  been  preserved  :  a  curious  proof  of  the  quasi-paternal 
nlation  in  which  Lieut. -Colonel  Wolfe  stood  toward  his  men. 

CoM^NEL, — Bein^  a  True  Noble-heart'd  Pittyful  gentleman  and  Offioer 
your  Worship  will  excuse  the.se  few  liues  coiiceniirig  the  husband  of  JB 
undersigned,  Sergt.  White,  who  not  from  his  own  fault  is  not  behaving  as 
llee  shonlf]  towHrrls  me  and  his  fiunily,  although  good  and  fr't^fh*^  Qntil  the 
middle  oi  November  laaL  ,  .  .  PetUiot*  of  Aime  VV'hite. 
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ADIEU  TO  SCOTLAND 

What  change  ol"  environment  in  Europe  then  so  striking  tis 
that  from  Talis  to  Gla^igow !  Wolfe  left  the  French  capital 
before  March  bad  drawn  to  a  cbise^  and  after  a  brief  sojourn 
at  Bbkckbeatb  with  bis  parents,  set  out  by  post-chaise  again 
for  Sootknd.  Ibe  situation  tiiere  greeting  him  let  hinuelf 
relate — 

To  ms  Fatbeb. 

(Ilas^'ow,  2'2ud  April,  1753. 

Dkar  Sir, — It  is  almost  impoii.siblu  to  suffer  more  than  I 
have  clone  upon  tlie  road,  and  cjuite  impossible  to  find  a  regiment 
in  more  melancholy  circumstances  than  we  are*    Oflicers  ruined, 
impoTerished,  desperate,  and  without  bopes  of  preferment ;  the 
widow  of  our  late  Major  and  ber  daughter  in  tears ;  bis  situation 
before  bis  death  and  the  effects  it  bad  upon  the  corps,  with  the 
tragical  end  of  the  unhappy  man  in  everybody''s  mouth ;  an 
ensign  struck  speediless  with  the  palsy,  and  another  that  ftdls 
down  in  the  most  violent  convulsions.    He  was  seised  with  one 
the  first  night  I  came  to  the  regiment  (after  supper)  that  so 
astonished  and  affected  all  that  were  present,  that  it  is  not  to 
be  described.    I  should  have  fallen  upon  the  floor  and  fainted, 
bad  not  one  of  the  officers  supported  me,  and  called  for  im- 
mediate relief ;  and  this,  as  well  a.s  I  can  remember,  for  the  first 
time  in  my  life.   Some  of  our  people  spit  blood,  and  others  are 
begging  to  sell  before  they  are  quite  undone;  and  mj  friend 
Ben  will  probably  be  in  jail  in  a  fortnight.   In  this  situation 
we  are,  with  a  martinet  and  parade  major  to  teach  us  &e  manual 
exercise  with  the  time  of  the  First  Regiment. 

To  leave  this  unpleasant  subject  for  one  that  concerns  me 
much  less.  I  must  tell  you  that  I  \va.s  l>eat  to  pieces  in  the  new 
close  post-chaises  ;  macliines  that  arc  purposely  coii'-tnu"te<l  to 
torture  the  unhappy  carcases  tliat  are  placed  in  them.  I  was  at 
length  forced  to  iiave  recourse  to  post-horses ;  as  they  hud  bcHiU 
accustomed  to  wear  harness,  and  to  be  supported  by  stronger 
powers  than  my  arms,  I  was  every  minute  in  danger,  and  fell 
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twice,  at  the  liazaxd  oi  iii)  neck.  ^Vdd  to  this  tliat  the  move- 
ments of  tbese  brutes  were  so  rode,  that  I  bled  to  the  saddle. 
In  short,  it  is  not  poasiUe  to  trnvd  move  disagreeably,  nor  enter 
into  a  more  unpieasing  task  than  the  present;  and  this,  as  jou 
may  believe^  not  at  all  at  my  ease^  witiioat  horses,  or  o&er 
means  to  dissipate  or  divert 

I  saw  my  unde  Brad,  in  Yorkshire ;  he  tells  me  he  wnt  to 
my  mother,  but  never  received  an  answer  from  licr.  He  was  far 
from  beiriiij;  well  when  I  saw  him.  T  forgot  to  ask  for  franks  of 
the  senators  of  my  acquainUuic'c,  so  that  you  must  pay  more  for 
my  letters,  by  far,  than  they  are  worth.  We  march  out  of  this 
dark  and  dismal  tountry  early  in  August.  By  that  tinic  I 
imagine  tliat  ambition,  and  the  desire  to  please,  will  be  utterly 
extinguished  and  lost  firom  ammigst  ns.  I  did  not  hear,  till  I 
came  here^  that  his  Biajesty  sent  hb  thanks  in  partieidAr  to 
Lord  Bury^s  regiment  for  their  behaviour  in  the  Highlands; 
and  immediately,  I  mean  a  month  or  two^  or  three  peAi^ 
afterwards.  Major  Wilkinson  steps  in. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe* 

He  lets  us  see  that  he  is  as  great  a  dog  lover  as  ever — Juvenis 
gtmdtat  canibttJt — and  prolwibly  one  of  the  firet  Englishmen  to  go 
in  for  Hi<^iiland  s|)ort,  with  rod  and  gun,  before  huch  diversion 
became  a  regular  feature  of  the  aanuid  round.  AlHioiii^  he  is 
far  from  wdl  and  scaioe  more  enamoured  of  Scotland,  he  certainly 
seems  in  better  spirits. 

To  ms  MoiBBB. 

Glasgow,  mh  May,  1753. 
Dear  Madam, — We  are  all  sick,  oflSoen  and  soldiers.  I  am 
amongst  the  best,  and  not  quite  well.  In  two  days  we  lost  the 
skin  off  our  faces,  and  the  third  were  shivering  in  great  coats. 
Such  are  the  bovnitics  that  Heaven  has  bestowetl  upon  this 
people,  and  such  the  blessings  of  a  northern  latitude.  My 
cousin  Goldsmith  has  sent  me  the  finest  young  pointer  that 
ever  was  seen ;  he  eclipses  Workie,  and  outdoes  alL  He  sent 
me  a  fishing-rod  and  wheel  at  the  same 'time,  of  his  own  work* 
manship  that  are  inestimable  Tliis,  with  a  salmon  rod  from 
my  uncle  Wat,  your  flies,  and  my  own  guns,  puts  me  in  a 
condition  to  undertake  the  Highland  iqport  in  June,  and  to 
adventure  myself  amongst  mountains,  lakes,  and  wildest  wastea 
p  a 
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It  would  take  time  to  relate  the  variety  of  our  uinuscincnts 
here ;  but  my  share  of  the  entertainments  iiiight  be  shortly  told. 
We  have  plays ;  we  hove  coDO»to;  we  hftve  baUa,  public  and 
private;  with  dinnen  and  soppen  of  the  merit  execrable  food 
upon  earth,  and  wine  that  appioadiei  to  pdaotL  The  men 
drink  till  they  are  excessively  drunk.  The  ladies  are  cold  to 
everythaig  but  a  bagpipe ; — I  wrong  them,  there  is  not  one  that 
does  not  melt  away  at  the  sound  of  an  estate ;  there"'s  the  weak 
side  of  this  soft  sex.  I  have  bought  a  horse  for  P7,  a  horse 
that  was  never  meant  to  move  under  the  dignity  of  a  commander 
of  an  old  legion ;  but  there  are  times  when  our  greatness  lets 
itself  down  a  little, — it  was  very  near  walking  afoott  and  can  yet 
hardly  be  said  to  rise  above  the  ground. 

I  flee  by  the  papers  thai  General  Gniae  baa  got  the  govern- 
ment of  Berwick*  My  fiither  had  better  pretensions  than  that 
eztiaoidinaxy  person.  I  wish  lie  would  try;  there  mi^t  be 
aome  advantage  even  from  being  reAised.^  I  told  Lord  Bury 
that  my  obsenation  pointed  out  to  me  tiiat  to  do  one'*sduty 
well,  and  not  to  talk  of  it,  was  the  roundabout  way  to  prefer- 
ment, find  that  I  did  not  believe  that  a  man  could  serve  into 
favour;  to  which  oiu;  iiiight  have  added,  that  'tis  better  to  tell 
a  story  than  fight ;  better  bow  than  hv  lionest !  This  is  as  it 
always  ha-b  been  in  courts,  and  ever  \v  ill  be.  The  men  that  are 
forward  to  ask  are  supposed  to  have  lilies,  and  military  men,  of 
all  othen,  should  be  the  oftenest  in  the  path  of  promotion.  I 
wish  you  both  health  and  riches ;  but  one  may  almost  as  weD  be 
sick  as  poor. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  et&» 

J.  WOLTB. 

The  horse  humorously  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  may  have 
l)een  the  same  as  that  remembered  by  a  venerable  Ghisgow  latly 
who  survived  the  young  Lieutenant-Colonel  nearly  ?tov(»nty  y<^rs. 
She  recollected  cjuite  well  having  seeii  Wolfe  oii  one  occasion  at 
Capelrig  (Mr.  Barclay's,  ten  miles  from  Glasgow),  where  she  was 
staying  when  a  girl.    "  He  rode  up  the  avenue  to  pay  a  visit,  on 

'  Although  hardly  fit  for  field  sennce,  old  General  Wolfo  wa«  ^  candidnte 
for  aixv  lucrative  military  post  that  the  Government  miglit  iiave  hL  its 
dinosu.  General  Gnim  was  commonly  refTArded  in  the  may  wa  an  intrepid 
madman,  addicted  to  uttering  the  most  absurd  nonsense.  At  a  Lonaon 
dinner-puriy,  be  solemnly  maintained  that  the  Newcastle  colliers  fed  their 
children  with  fiMhoTcla  in  Ilea  of  nooos.'^Walpole  to  Mann.  October  6, 
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a  very  spirited  grey  chaig^  which  plunged  viokntly,  and  the 
inmates  were  afraid  ha  would  be  thrown.  He  was  an  excellent 
horseman,  however,  and  maintained  himself  well  in  the  saddle; 
then  dismounting  graoefiilljji  he  entered  the  mansioily  and  con- 
versed for  some  time  with  ^cat  politeness.  He  remountetl  his 
charf^rr  and  io<le  off  to  Glasgow.  Those  circumstances  and 
Wolfe's  sub>L(juent  fame,  fixe<l  his  appearance  tinnly  in  the  lady''8 
memoiy,  and  my  informant  often  heard  her  relate  these  particulars."^  ^ 

To  HIS  Fath£e. 

%uh  iriv>  1763. 

Daaa  Sia, — hegin  to  have  an  inoonoeiTable  aversion  to 
writing,  and  to  all  bosiness  that  I  am  not  ahsolutely  foiced 
upon,  wd  yet  now  and  then  a  spark  breaks  out  through  the 
suiTOUnding  obstacles^  but  is  almost  smothered  in  the  birth.  I 
have  hardly  passion  enough  of  any  kind  to  fiml  present  pleasure 
or  feed  future  hope,  and  scarce  activity  to  preserve  my  health. 
The  love  of  a  quiet  life,  I  believe,  is  an  inheritance  which  is 
likely  to  strengthen  with  my  years  ;  that,  and  tin  pi  ospect  your 
example  gives  me, — that  a  man  may  i,ei  ve  long  and  well  to  very 
little  puipose,  and  make  a  sacriiiee  of  all  his  days  to  a  shadow, — 
aeems  to  help  my  indifoence^  and  to  indhie  me  to  get  off  quietly 
andbetimes  to  tiie  edge  of  the  forest.  If  a  man  tries  on  to  forty 
and  something  raoie^  I  think  he  does  veiy  handsomely;  and 
then,  not  finding  it  to  answer,  he  may  make  his  how  and  retires 
Our  sickly  infirm  General  could  not  proceed  to  review  the  corps 
in  the  ncxrth.  He  came  back  to  Edinburgh  from  Perth,  and  he 
has  since  been  in  extreme  danger.  People  that  see  him  think 
that  he  i=5  always  a-dying,  and  yet  the  good-natured  old  man 
sti ugglcb  with  all  and  still  holds  out ;  but  this  mortal  combat 
can't  >)e  for  long.  Your  regiment,  is,  I  hear,  upon  its  march  to 
I'ort  George.  That  duty  has  6ome  iricouveuience,  particularly 
to  the  officers,  but  it  is  of  great  use  to  the  men,  and  keeps  them 
healthy. 

I  &ied  afew  days  ago  with  the  famous  Duchess  of  Ibmilton.* 

Hey  live  about  ten  mifes  fit>m  Qlasgow,  and  the  Duke  is  civil 
to  OS.  The  lady  has  lost  nothing  of  her  Uoom  and  beaaty,  is 
very  well  behaved,  supports  her  dignity  with  tolerable  ease  to 
herself,  and  seems  to  be  jusUy  sensible  of  her  good  fortune. 

'  Buchanan's  (ila*gow,  Past  and  Present,  vol.  iii.  p.  769. 
-  EliTuiheth  Gunuiug  had  married  the  Duke  in  the  ptevloiis  year,  when 
she  was  but  tweuty. 
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After  our  detachments  are  sent  out,  I  propose  to  ^  for  a 
month  to  the  Highlands.  Our  people  work  upon  the  side  of 
Loch  Lomond,  in  Argyleihire,  where  the  coimtrv  is  l)t  autifVilly 
rough  and  wild.  There^s  plenty  of  game,  and  the  rivei*s  are 
full  of  fish.  I  intend  to  establish  myseli'  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  lake,  and  live  upon  milk  and  butter,  as  the  inhabitaiits  do. 

I  toBf  dflv  Sir^  etcy 

J.  Woftnt. 

Here  we  have  some  spriogtiiue  reflectiwia. 
To  MSB  Mornonu 

COamowy  lum  Uf,  1753. 

Dear  MAOtax* — Your  house  and  your  gputlen  and  your  park 
(I  call  it  yours,  as  you  have  the  possession  of  it)  must  be  vastly 
pleasant  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Nature  puts  on  her  beat 
apjK'arance  at  this  season,  and  every  prmluction  of  the  earth  is 
now  in  the  highe4»t  beauty.  The  beasts  have  their  new  coati^ 
and  the  birds  their  fine  feathers ;  and  even  our  species,  for 
whose  pleasure  all  these  seem  to  have  been  intended,  are  properly 
disposed  tat  the  enjoyment  of  them.  Without  doubt  yoa  walk 
a  good  deal  In  the  fieah  air,  and  taste  the  bkssiiigs  that  a 
boonleoaB  Maker  has  bestowed.  Happj  those  that  ha^e  justice 
and  piety  enough  to  acknowledge  and  to  ttuaak  the  libeial  hand 
that  gives  them  i  I  have  liad  frequent  oocasions  to  mention  to 
you  the  many  changes  of  weather  we  arc  subject  to  in  this 
country,  becnnso  T  have  frequently  suffered  IVom  them.  At 
present  I  don't  complain  ;  I  amassed  such  a  store  of  health  in 
France  that  I  hope  it  will  last  during  our  stay  here,  though  I 
am  persuaded  the  consumption  will  be  very  considerable. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Woin. 

On  the  Western  side  of  Loch  Lomond,  in  a  pictur»N|ue 

situation,  with  the  slopes  of  Ben  Lomond  rising  in  the  distance 
beyond  the  Inke,  is  In^•orf?ou^^las,  or,  as  now  written,  Invenightf. 
Here  in  the  month  of  June  Wolfe  and  five  companies  halted. 

To  EM  MOTHEB. 

Cmp  of  InvefdoQglaB,  Jtrnt  1788. 
Dkar  MADAM,— We  are  encamped  with  five  oompanies  of  the 
regiment  that  are  working  on  the  r^ids.  It  will  be  late  in  August 
before  we  return  to  Glaagowy  and  consequently  we  ean^  begin  our 
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TTtnrcli  until  Sepfi  mbi-r.  Thonirh  wc  are  rmt  imich  nhnve  twenty 
miles  from  tliL  Low  Countries, yet  I  think  this  part  of  lln  Hi£?h- 
laiuis  IS  ;ls  wild  as  any  that  I  have  seen.  We  are  tijum  the  ^uie 
of  a  great  lake,  hordered  round  with  exceeding  higii  inouuUins 
whose  tops  are,  for  Hie  most  part,  beneii— either  bog  i>r  rock ; 
hot  at  tbe  lint  of  theM  hilli  there  b  a  good  deal  of  ivood»  aonie 
ffaat,  and  ^eiy  little  oocn.  A  man  in  heallh  might  find  a  good 
deal  of  entertainment  in  fidr  weather,  pfovided  he  has  etiength 
to  dimb  ap  the  moimtains,and  has  keenneas  to  punoe  the  game 
ihey  produce. 

I  am,  etc*  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

Wade,  whatever  we  may  think  of  his  geneialBhip,  was  the 
pioneer  road-builder  in  Scotland,  and  deserves  due  credit  iix  the 
work  he  did  between  1715  and  ITJJO.  He  succeedetl  in  convincing 
his  superiors  of  \hv  importance  of  the  principle  which  helped, 
as  much  as  their  legions,  to  make  tlie  Romans  masters  of  the  world. 
Soon  after  the  iiecond  rebellion  had  been  crushed  the  authorities 
resolved  to  go  on  witli  the  work  on  a  large  scale.  Lieutenant- 
Greneral  Watson  was  placed  In  charge  and  a  begmiiing  made  at 
Fort  Angnstos  in  1747.  Assodated  with  this  officer  was  Genersl 
Roy,  who  was  ocdered  to  make  a  pieliminaiy  ordnance  smrvey. 
Parties  of  soldiers  were  drafted  from  the  several  corps  to  assist  in 
the  work,  which  lasted  in  difler^t  parts  of  the  Highlands  for 
many  years,  each  season^s  camp  terminating  in  rude  military 
festivities,  eating,  drinking  and  sports.  Before  these  military 
road-mnker';  nKne<l  on  tlicy  were  wont  to  erect  a  wayside  tjiblet, 
oomniemorating  tiie  date  and  the  name  of  the  n-e^inient.  One  or 
two  of  these  tablets,  put  up  by  "NV^olfe's  men,  liave  since  been 
recovered.  One  was  found  many  years  ago  serving  as  a  hearth- 
stone in  a  flum-house  at  Ardvoiilicli.  Otibem  no  doubt  esdst  in  a 
similar  state  or  have  been  nsed  as  building  materials.  One 
wooden  if  any  Wolfe's  bore  inscriptions  such  as  tiiat  **  Best  and 
be  thankfoV*  and    A  good  work  finished.* 

This  was,  on  the  wholes  a  happy  sommcr  for  Wolfe. 

To  HIS  MOTUEB. 

Glasgow,  2SHh  June,  1753. 
Dkar  Mauam, — I  think  I  am  not  positively  blind  to  my  own 
infirmities^  but  that  I  oftener  perceive  my  difects  than  I  have 
power  to  correct  or  even  disguise  them ;  and  there  are  times  and 
partioalBr  situations  in  which  peo|^  ate  apter  to  lose  that  power 
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than  at  others.  I  Ix  lieve  we  art  ^()  ( onipounded  of  good  and 
bad  that  accidcnU  easily  mcline  tiie  balauce  on  either  side,  and 
I  am  sure  that  none  of  us,  even  the  most  virtuous,  are  entirely 
hee  from  fimlts,  though  some  have  the  «ri  to  hidb  tiMm.  Tlie 
wsnDtb  of  temper,  whieh  you  ao  justly  censnie  wInd  it  bnaks 
oat  improperly,  is  what  I  dqicnd  upon  to  support  me  against 
the  little  attacks  of  my  bret&cn  and  contemporaries,  and  that 
will  find  the  way  to  a  glorious,  or  at  least  a  firm  and  manly  end 
when  I  am  of  no  fur^lior  nsc  to  my  friends  anrl  rountiy,  OT  when 
I  can  be  sor\-ir^;ible  i)y  otfering  my  life  for  either. 

Nobutiy  has  perhaps  more  reason  to  be  satisfied  witli  his 
station  and  success  in  the  world  than  myself,  nobody  can  have 
better  parents,  and  I  have  hitherto  never  wanted  friend^i ;  but 
happiness  or  eaae^  idiicb  is  all  w«  cin  pietend  to,  lies  in  the 
mhid  of  noivheze.  A  man  must  think  himself  so  or  imagine  it» 
or  it  cannot  he;  it  is  not  drcnmstimces,  advanoemcnt,  fortune^ 
or  good  Delations  or  faithful  friends  that  create  it.  His  the 
temper,  or  truly  the  force  of  overcoming  one  or  more  of  the 
leading  passions  that  otherwise  must  disturb  us.  These  passions 
seem  to  be  in  our  first  composition  or  in  nature,  and  the  remofly, 
as  you  observe,  in  reason.  Rut  this  often  faib,  at  L  ast  in  our 
younger  days.  Those  tenipcis  ai  c  very  tickh'sh  that  may  under- 
go a  considerable  change  by  any  alteration  of  air,  diet,  or 
exerds^  and  this  I  often  experience.  It  is  most  true  that  no 
one  has  a  better  claim  to  my  care  and  esteem  than  yourself,  and 
no  person  is  more  truly  the  object  of  it ;  hut  as  you  have  been 
indulgent  and  kind  hitherto  in  everything  that  you  believed  for 
my  advantage,  so  now  your  indulgence  must  extend  to  overlook, 
or  forgive  at  least,  those  defects  that  are  visibly  in  the  bIood« 
and  hard  at  this  time  of  life  to  overcome.  And  if  you  think.  I 
have  any  good  qualities  they  may  be  Hf^t  in  opposition  tx)  the 
bad  ones  and  that  is  what  our  feeble  condition  here  seems  in 
justice  to  require. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Worn 

TIk  II  ( omes  a  letter  to  the  General  in  which  he  disdoites  his 
impocuuio&ity. 

TbHUpATBEB. 

Glaagow,  Btk  Juhj,  17.M. 
Dkar  Sir, — I  do  not  know  which  is  the  fipreatcst  distress  of 
the  two,  to  want  money  or  to  be  forced  to  borrow  it ;  this  I  am 
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sore  that  it  is  awkwnd  and  disagreeafale  to  ask  a  favour  d  tids 

kind  even  of  you,  and  much  more  so  of  anybody  dbe. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  j^ive  up  my  allowance  for  a  time  to 
dear  my  PVenrh  accounts  and  conscience.  \Vben  I  came  from 
London  I  received  a  muster's  pay  from  24th  April,  a  threat  part 
of  which  was  spent  upon  my  journey  here.  Since  my  romin^  I 
have  lived  at  a  less  expen^ie  than  is  almost  consistent  with  my 
lank,  to  avdd  the  jsaadtdsi  above  mentioiied,  and  jet  I  am  not 
in  condition  to  bay  hones  for  themaicfa  without  yoaraanstanoe. 
I  mint  iheiefeiie  beg  the  fitToar  at  joa  toaUow  ma  to  draw  upon 
jonr  aoooont  for  £4it^  wliicb  I  be&ve  and  hope  I  shall  be  aUa 
to  repay  yon  in  January,  or  periiapsaooner.  I  hate  the  thoi^t 
of  bemg  in  arrear  with  a  paymaster,  as  it  subjects  one  in  some 
m«isure  to  hnn,  and  hurts  ihe  nffnirs  of  a  regiment,  and  yet 
this  must  ha^  hcvn  \ny  resource  upon  s^ich  an  occasion,  if  I 
had  not  a  bet  Ler  to  apply  to.  I  am  ashamed  to  address  myself 
to  you  upon  the  article  of  money,  as  you  have  so  recently  given 
me,  in  the  most  generous  manner  more  than  I  could  expect  or 
had  aaj  title  to  ask*  hot,  as  I  mesn  honestly  to  ntom  tUs  som 
and  eUMT  mysdf  entiiely  by  the  nest  spring,  I  do  it  witli  mose 
oonfldsnoe^and  I  have  to  plead  that  I  idways  pay  my  debts  iriun 
lamafak. 

I  go  to-morrow  into  the  Highlands  for  three  weeks  or  a 
hionth,  for  fresh  air  and  exercise.  The  odours  of  this  place  give 
me  continual  headaches.  My  retreat  is  about  tliirty  miles  frtxm 
hence,  near  where  the  five  co?npanies  of  our  rrij;iiii«  iit  ore  at 
\v()rk.  I  wisli  yon  both  much  health.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my 
mother,  and  um,  dear  bir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aftetwoate  Son, 

J.  Wom 

After  bis  bdef  holiday  be  thus  wrote  from  llie  new  camp-** 
To  SOB  Faihkb. 

'  North-w^  Side  of  Ix»r}i  Lomond,  7(h  August y  176,']. 

Dear  Sir, — ITiough  there  have  been  great  pains  taken  to 
put  the  regiment  into  order,  yet  for  two  rca-soiib  wc  ^hall  make 
but  a  very  indifferent  appearance  when  His  Royal  Highness 
reviews  us.  The  first  is,  that  oar  clothes  are  vastly  damaged  by 
the  work  here  and  by  long  wear ;  and  iJie  other,  that  Lord 
Bmy  would  have  changed  our  enrcise  from  very  quick  to  veiy 
alow,  so  tfaat  at  present^  in  attempting  to  conform  to  bis  Lord- 
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ship^s  directions,  we  are  between  the  two,  and  can  neither  do 
one  nor  the  other  as  they  ought  to  be  done.  All  the  soldiers 
know  that  it  is  not  very  material,  but  some  of  those  that  will  be 
present  at  our  review  may  have  other  notions,  Thf  are 
matters  that  give  me  as  little  concern  tiii  anybody.  If  a  man 
does  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  judgm^t  and  ability,  the 
tiicKii^ts  and  reflecticms  that  ariae  fimn  so  doing  are,  in  my 
opinion,  suiRcient  satiafiution.  I  have  been  confined  ever  dooe 
my  ooming  to  this  place  to  within  tbe  last  few  days,  and  now 
that  I  am  aUe  to  <;()  about  the  bad  weather  heepn  me  cloe&  It 
ifi  stfange  that  neither  temperance  or  exercise  can  prcecrve  me 
in  any  tolentble  health  in  tikds  unfriendly  climate.  The  moisture 
of  this  air  overmatches  all  the  pre<witions  that  I  can  take  to 
resist  its  bod  effects,  and  yet  we  have  had  a  finer  season  in 
Scotland  than  has  been  known  for  many  years. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wolfe. 

It  seems  strange  to  think  that  the  metvopoUs  at  this  time  was 
without  a  police  fbvce,  and  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  such  rogues  and 
lobbera  as  chose  to  ply  their  vocation.  This  was  more  than  ever 
true  of  the  suburbs,  and  in  this  letter  we  find  Wolfe  anticipating 
that  horse  police  and  foot  patrol  which  followed  upon  the  Bow 
Striiet  force  established  by  Sir  John  Yielding. 

To  HIS  Morula. 

Glngim,i6ikAugu9t,  1753. 
I)i<:au  Madam, — I  deferred  answering  your  letter  till  my 
return  from  the  Highlands — ^that  is  till  I  got  out  of  a  dirty 
smoky  hut,  and  free  from  the  noise  of  a  campw  My  stay  upon 
the  side  of  Lodi  Lomond  would  have  been  extremely  agreeable 
and  pleasant  but  for  two  or  three  interfering  accidents.  Thia 
mixture  of  good  and  evil  waits  upon  us  from  our  introducti<Hi 
into  life  to  the  latest  honr  ;  the  easiest  arc  those  who  have  no 
violent  ptir-tiiits,  for  they  are  seldom  disappointed.  The  1os^  of 
my  iHK)r  facetious  friend  Ix)flus  grieves  me ;  he  was  preparing 
to  make  me  a  visit  just  l>efore  he  went  ofil^  Since  I  came  here 
I  learned  the  death  of  our  good  General.'  Lord  Cathcart  has 
made  a  judicious  choice,  and  Miss  Hamilton  has  a  fair  prospect 
of  happiness  with  a  man  of  his  wcnrth  and  honour,   lliere  are 

*  Major  Artlmr  Loitm  died  of  fever  July  dlst  at  Fort  Augustus. 

*  lieateiumt-Genenl  Geocge  dmidiill. 
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very  few  young  ladies  that  I  have  met  with  wim^  in  my  opinko, 
deserve  better  tlian  she  does.  If  I  had  not  seen  Miss  JLawson, 
I  should  probal)ly  have  been  in  love  with  Miss  Hamilton.  I 
can't  say  the  lady  would  have  had  a  great  c^m^uest  to  boost  Oi^ 
but  s|X'uk  of  it      a  proot  of  my  g()o<l  taste. 

Tis  an  unpleai>ant  tiling  to  be  surromideti,  a^^  you  are,  by  such 
nimilNon  of  ▼ilkins ;  wbatevsr  ^htiy  do  without  doors,  it  is  to  be 
boped  they  respect  the  mode  of  houses.  Tlieve  imub  be  some 
elmige  iicglCGt  in  fhe  megistEftteB  end  officcKS  of  jostioe  hi  the 
ooani^»  or  these  lobbeis  would  not  range  through  it  in  this 
Banner  with  impunity.  I  am  'surpfised  that  in  the  counties 
near  London  they  don^  establish  a  company  of  light  horse  to 
guard  the  public  roads  or  pursue  tliese  vermin.  Tlicy  need  not 
be  military,  but  people  hired  for  that  purpo*;f\  with  good  pav, 
and  entirely  under  the  sherifTs  directions  There  aie  abundance 
of  officers  that  would  be  glad  of  such  employment,  and  proper 
men,  if  they  pay  them  well,  might  easily  be  found.  They  have 
what  tfaej  call  mtaMuami  in  Eeanoe  to  protect  tnnreUers,  and 
people  travel  there  in  great  secoiitj. 

EkctioBS  are  the  great  bnsinesB  all  orer  the  ldand«  and  the 
competitors  are  strug^ing,  not,  I  amafinidy  ibr  the  pubUc  good, 
but  for  their  private  interest  and  advantage.  The  Pariiament 
House  is  now  the  seat  of  profit,  and  people  generally  seek  a  place 
there  as  tlioy  would  an  in<'ome.  We  have  everythinc;;  \n  fear 
from  these  general  self-interested  views,  but  one  must  hojje  that 
tbeiie  very  men  who  are  so  sanguine  for  tlifrnT^flves  will  pav  some 
regai'd  to  th.eir  poisterity,  mid  leave  tliiiig2>  at  least  in  us  good  A 
condition  as  they  find  them. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Worn  . 

His  Scottish  sojourn  was  now  drawing  to  a  close. 
To  am  Fathsb. 

Glasgow,  fippfpi7if>er  Hfh,  1763. 
Drar  Sir,, — The  fii'st  division  of  our  regiment  marched  out 
of  town  this  morning,  and  I  sUiy  beiund  it  one  day  to  finish  my 
business  and  to  write  letters.  I  have  got  myself  tolerably  well 
mounted  upon  a  horse  of  poor  Loftus'*s.  Donnellan  ^  had  bought 
him  at  the  auction, but  resigned  him  to  me,  knowing  my  neoessilj. 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  promotion  is  gone  in  your  regimoit, 

^  Ckptaiu  Nehoniah  Douuellan  succeedod  Loftus  as  Major  in  Wolfe's 
vsguneDt. 
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and  that  Mr.  Secretary-of-War  has  consented  to  he  civil  to  y'>u 
n!i  tliis  occasion.  Your  demands  up<m  \hvm  are  so  just  aiid 
moderate,  that  you  may  very  well  expect  good  manners  ;  at  leasts 
a  ]>erson  that  docs  not  ask  favour  hjis  a  right  to  fair  spc^xJi. 

I  am  8oiTy  that  Lord  Cathcart^s  affairs  require  so  much 
■tteniian  that  he  must  neoemrily  quit ;  he  is  an  officer  of  audb 
Kpatation  that  the  amy  Iomb  coimdembly  by  his  leogiiaticiii. 
I  hope,  however,  that  he  will  preaorve  his  rank  amongst  lu,  and 
that  I  shall,  iome  day  or  other,  have  the  honour  to  lerve  under 
him.  We  are  ho  long  ahaent,  and  removed  to  so  great  a  distance, 
that  I  am  almost  surprised  to  hear  that  anybody  is  at  the  least 
tronlile  to  inqnire  nlxint  mo,  o^iporifilly  a  Paris  acqiinintano'.  I 
am  particulHrly  uhligtd  to  Stanhope,  becflnso  his  (u  (juaint-ance 
is  so  extensive  that  1  miglit  t  x})L(  I  \o  be  lost  m  the  crowd.  He 
is  a  lively,  civil  little  man,  and  ims  a  great  store  of  learning  and 
knowledge.  I  beg  my  compliments  to  him.  From  time  to  time 
yon  shall  hear  of  our  progress. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  WoLfX. 

Wolfe^s  term  in  the  Highlands  was  finally  over.  He  could 
loolc  back  upon  five  years  of  yeoman  service  amidst  difficult 
surroundings,  ^^hf^ro  the  greatest  tact  wns  re(juirefi. 

So  witli  drums  beating  and  ooloui's  tiying  the  Twentieth  took 
up  its  southward  march  under  the  September  sun.  He  had  six 
years  of  Ufe  left — six  short  years  in  which  to  carve  au  imperishable 
fiune.  It  una  the  noood  phaee  of  the  young  saUierle  eareer.  On 
Sqiteniber  SO  he  turned  hk  head  as  be  rode  along  south wd  with 
his  tanned  and  diwfy  troopers  and  beheld  the  village  of  Gretna 
Green  in  his  rear.  Over  the  Scottish  border  he  never  returned. 

To  an  MoiHKB. 

Carlisle,  Uth  SrpfemtMn-,  175,1. 
Deab  Madam, — The  last  divi-ioti  oJ  our  regiment  passes  the 
Esk  to-morrow,  and  s^dntes  the  liuid  of  England  ouce  more. 
We  Ixjgia  our  iimixh  iruiii  Carlisle  on  the  20th,  and  shall  be  at 
Reading  the  16tb  of  October,  which  is  a  day  sooner  than  my 
fimner  caktdatiop.  The  weather  has  been  fidr  and  fimNmUe 
as  poesiUe  hitherto,  and  eo  warm,  that  we  have  more  the  look 
of  troops  that  came  from  Spain  or  Africa  than  from  the  mnth. 
We  are  really  a  good  deal  brovmjsr  and  more  tanned  than  the 
battalion  from  Minorca  that  relieve  ua.  We  are  come  thus  fiv 
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in  onr  niilibiry  rotiilion,  and  a  good  way  in  tlio  nnolutiou  of 
our  li\  es.  The  regiment  has  undergone  as  great  change  as  was 
p(  rliaps  ever  known  in  time  of  peace  and  in  so  short  a  while. 
There  are  some  fifteen  new  officers  to  the  corps,  besides  myself, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1749,  and  there  are  several 
alteratiaiis  to  make  that  hmj  foon  take  plaoe. 

A  mile  on  tids  side  of  the  river  that  diYides  England  ftom 
Soothmd  one  hegam  to  perceive  the  diiferenoe  that  kboor  and 
industry  can  make  upon  the  ikce  of  a  ooimtiy.  The  soil  is 
much  the  aame  fat  some  vpaea  either  north  or  south,  but  the 
fences,  enclosures,  and  agriculture  are  not  at  all  alike.  The 
English  are  clean  and  laborious,  nnd  the  Scotch  excessively  lazy 
and  dirty,  though  far  short,  indeed,  of  what  we  found  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  borders.  Colonel  Stanwix  is  Governor 
of  this  place,  and  I  believe  you  arc  acquainted ;  at  least,  he 
inquired  mudi  after  my  father^s  health  and  yours.  He  has  been 
ezbemelyciyil  to  our  people.  Tlie  caaile  of  Gsrlisle  is  tkfattnm 
that  ought  by  no  means  to  have  heen  |^ven  to  the  tMk  in 
the  manner  it  ma,  Hie  present  Govenior  ifoold  not^  nor,  I 
dare  say,  ever  will  surrender  it  into  sudi  hands.  Our  seoond  is 
just  now  mardiing  in,  and  that  obliges  me  to  stop  here. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J,  WoLn. 

It  was  a  slow  march,  as  the  lieateoaot-Cdlonfil  reports — 

To  HIS  FaTH££. 

Wsnfa^lon,  dOth  S^tmber,  1788, 
Dbab  Sie, — The  greatest  good-fortune  that  can  happen  to 
people  that  travel  slow  is  to  hire  fair  weather,  and  we  have  been 
partkokuly  Indcy  hitherto.  There  has  been  but  one  rainy  day 
since  we  set  oat.  As  the  season  advances  we  most  eipeet  a 
change;  and  indeed  it  has  b^^  this  day,  with  appearances 
that  are  much  against  us.  Men  harden  in  the  air  with  marching, 
as  they  harden  in  iniquity  with  practice  We  are  to  halt  at 
Warwick  where  Lord  Bury  meets  and  reviews  the  re^j^iment. 
Tlie  men  are  healUiy,  and  so  active,  that  they  have  worn  their 
clothes  threadbare.  We  are  no  politicians,  or  we  should  have 
dune  as  our  predecei>M}ni  the  Fusiliers  did,  that  is,  clothe  four 
months  later  than  usual,  to  appear  dean.  I  do  believe  we  shall 
be  the  most  dirty,  ragged  regiment  that  the  Doke  has  seen  iat 
some  yean. 

In  Cumberiand,  Westmorland,  and  the  north  of  Laneadure 
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part  of  the  country  is  almost  as  rongli  and  imrren  as  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland  ;  but  there  is  a  variety  of  well  cultivated, 
beautiful  spoU  iiiteniiixed.  Every  day  ms  we  move  more  south 
the  country  appears  richer  and  more  delightful ;  and  the  women 
hereabouts,  and  in  tfais  plaoe  in  particular,  are  smpiinngly 
handaomew  They  astonish  us  that  have  been  aocustomed  to 
look  at  the  hard-favonred  Sootdi  lasaea,  lliej  have  y^ry  pretly 
£Mse8  (I  mean  the  Lancasiiire  women),  but  they  are  not,  in  the 
townSyOf  such  stature  as  I  etpected.  The  peasants  are  stiuight, 
well  made,  tall,  good-looking  men.  There''s  great  quantity  of 
cattle  bred  in  T-mciishire,  and  some  hoi-ses.  The  gentlemen 
setni  fond  of  hunting  (by  the  (quantity  ot  hounds  I  judge), 
thougli  the  country  is  not  best  ibr  that  sort  of  sport,  as  the 
enclosures  and  fences  are  vastly  strong,  and  the  coni-ground 
very  deep.  Our  march  is  something  more  than  half  over,  and  I 
heurtilj  wish  it  was  at  an  end^heeause  these  dow  movements  are 
not  agreeable  to  my  disposition  of  mind. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

To  ma  MoiHXB. 

Wnrw-iok,  IC/A  (fct.,  '53. 
Dear  Madam, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  my  father  upon  my  arrival  here  with  such  accounts  of  your 
healths  lus  1  inight  expect,  but  not  exactly  such  as  I  could  wish. 
The  approaching  winter  does  not  give  the  barest  prospect  of 
amendment,  but  we  shall  hope  for  tibe  best  If  Lord  Buiy  had 
not  thought  proper  to  make  the  Regiment  halt  at  WarwidL  the 
first  Division  would  have  been  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  at 
Beading,  as  it  is  we  shan^t  all  be  there  till  this  day  seventght 
and  consequently  shall  dip  further  into  foul  weather,  and  be 
later  in  our  quartei's.  His  rx)rdship  is  a  little  obscure  as  to  his 
intentions  concerning  nie.  I  don't  yc\  ktinv-  whether  I  winter  in 
the  Castle  of  Dover  or  not,  but  sliail  probably  he  some  time 
there.  Warwick  is  one  of  the  prettiest  little  towns  in  England, 
and  Lord  Brook"'8  cattle  ior  the  situation  luid  antiquity  of  it  is 
as  great  a  rarity  as  any  in  the  Kingdom.  The  country  about  here 
is  extremely  bouitifuL  We  hunted  yesterday  upon  a  deli|^tiul 
plain  and  had  exceeding  fine  sport  If  there  are  any  letters  be 
so  good  to  put  'em  under  a  trunk  and  direct  ^em  to  Reading. 
I  wish  you  both  all  manner  of  good.   My  duty  to  my  Father. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc. 

J.  WOLR. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HALT  AT  READING  988 

I>(  ivitu^^  lord  lii(H>k'8  Castle"  bebiutl  them  the  Twentieth 
contiuuedi  uu  to  lUiaJiiig. 

lb  BIB  Pathh. 

Beading,        OeUb$r,  I7«a 
Dear  Sie, — I  have  received  a  very  kind  letter  htm  mj 
mother^  invitiiig  me  to  her  house,  and  to  a  warm  room  that  she 

promise*?  to  provide  for  me ;  but  T  nm  tio!^  able  to  say  when  I 
can  have  the  pleHsnro  of  paviTir?  m^'  duty  to  yon  both.  If  our 
route  leads  through  Deptiunl  arui  Greenwich,  I  shall  wait  upon 
yon ;  if  not  my  visit  will  be  defeiTed  till  my  return  from  Dover. 
The  Major  iieemii  disposed  to  leave  the  regiment,  in  whidi  case 
I  shall  be  oonfiaed  to  it,  beciiue  I  canH,  io  ooiudeiioe^  aaMrt 
fhat  I  hm  say  weighty  buBincM  io  cell  me  «imj.  And  yet, 
the  prospect  of  paning  a  wmter  m  the  castle  of  Dmr  oo^t  to 
qiudcen  a  manlB  inventiaD  Io  get  free  for  means.  The  Duke 
reviews  the  regbaent  on  Satorday,  in  their  old  dothes; 
so  that  if  his  Royal  Highness  piques  himself  upon  finery  of 
that  kinfl,  we  shall  inevitably  l>e  disgraced.  Tt  is  true  that  we 
have  numbers,  for  there's  but  five  men  wanting  to  complete; 
hut  I  can't  say  much  for  their  beautv  or  tine  pertormance ;  for 
many  of  tiiem  have  been  Mparaled  liom  the  raiment,  and 
others  ought  to  be  severed  horn  it  for  ever.  If  we  had  any 
leligian  or  piety  or  were  at  all  sensible  of  Ikvour  from  above^ 
we  should  be  thankfbl  for  the  finest  season  that  ever  was,  And 
thongb  we  are  not,  I  am  sors^  Hie  olijects  of  peculiar  care  of 
Heaven,  yet,  as  we  have  profited  by  the  good  things  bestowed 
upon  mankind  in  geneml«  we  slhonld  join  with  them  in  acknow- 
ledgements. If  I  stay  much  longer  with  the  regiment,  I  shall 
be  perfectly  cmrupt,  the  oifioeis  are  loose  and  profii|^t^  and  the 
soldiers  are  very  devils. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Woi^FK. 

At  Beading  there  was  a  bait  of  a  fortnight,  waiting  for  the 
Dake  to  review  the  regiment  At  last  the  lieutenant-Colonel, 
who  was  nervous  about  the  ceremony,  writes  bis  mother. 

lb  HIS  AloTHIB. 

Reading,  Pridaif,  4ih  Nov.,  1753- 
Dkak  Madam, — ^The  Duke's  illness  has  put  off  our  "Review 
and  of  course  detained  us  here.   1  wish  his  Boyal  Uighneas's 
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martial  spirit  would  subtuit  itself  to  ins  i^tate  of  health,  iu  which 
case  he  would  not  pei-sevcre  in  his  resolution  of  seeing  us.  It  is 
not  a  fartiiiiig  uiutler,  whether  we  aie,  or  are  not  reviewed,  but 
it  Is  of  conaequence  whether  the  Duke  is  well  or  iU.  Hia  intaD- 
lion  is  to  see  the  Bcgunoit  to-moROW,  and  I  am  sonj  iat  ft 
upon  mmy  aoooimts»  We  an  Ibur  of  five  hocn  at  csensise 
emy  day ;  the  men  of  these  times  have  not  iron  enoii(^  in  their 
ooostittitioiiB  for  this  wotk ;  our  ancestors  would  have  perhaps 
done  twice  as  much  in  colder  weather^  without  ooi^ghing;  hut 
our  debaucheries  enervate  and  unman  us. 

You  are  ever  very  obliging  and  kind  in  whatever  I  ;isk  of  you, 
yoiur  visit  to  Mrs.  Brett  is  a  strong  proof  of  it,  and  they  are  not 
more  indebted  to  you  lor  the  civility  than  I  am.  I  have  had  a 
letter  from  Charles  expr^iug  the  satiiiiactiou  that  your  Fecon- 
ciliation  to  his  fiunily  gave  him. 

The  fiist  division  of  our  regiment  maiches  on  Bfooday*  so 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  week  I  may  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I  can't  stay  more  than  two  daya^  hecanse 
Lord  Buy  stops  at  Windsor,  and  the  Major  goes  to  l>ondon — 
Six  Companies  of  the  regiment  are  to  qiiiEuter  in  the  Castle  of 
Dover,  where  I  shall  pa«?s  the  winter,  the  r^  are  to  be  at  Maidstone. 

I       my  duty  to  my  Father,  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  attcctionate  son, 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

Wolfe's  professional  ideals  were  very  high :  else  we  might 
marvel  a  little  sometimes  at  the  disesteem  iri  which  he  appears  to 
hold  his  own  men.  From  oliier  soarces  we  learn  tliat  "  Lord 
Bury  8  Regiment  is  the  best  in  the  Army,  so  far  as  drill  and 
discipline  go.""^ 

With  many  great  commanders  we  find  a  tendency  to  de- 
predate the  rank  and  file  ander  them*  notaUy  in  the  case  of  the 
Dnke  of  WeUington,  who  spoke  of  them  as  *dhiy  rascals^ 

and  "  the  scnm  of  the  earth  yet  at  the  same  time  prepared  to 
defend  them  warmly  as  "  the  finest  fighting  material  on  earth."" 

A  man  rrtfly  even  speak  of  his  own  children  as  "brats**  and 
"  rogues,""  but  we  must  not  accept  him  too  literally.  Nor  nin«t  we 
reprehend  our  hero  for  not  considering  everv  man  in  his  regiment 
ei^ual  to  himscif  in  spirit,  intelligence  and  conduct 

»  UiMdowDoMS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DOVER  CASTLE  %25 


Frulitig  till  rxjH'i  led  roviVw,  across  the  ?outh  of  Kugland 
inarclud  \\'()lte  and  his  men.  We  have  a  picture  of  Wolfe  as  he 
dejwrted  through  the  streets  ol  Heading.  "  A  Lali  tlun  oilioer 
aatride  a  bay  horae,  his  &ce  lit  up  by  a  smUe  and  conversing 
plcMtnfcly  wiifa  the  ofloaai  whp  rode  If  hii  wde."^  On  through 
GoiUfofd  and  Otted  they  Md  their  vay  to  M>idi»tone,  when  a 
portion  of  tibe  legiment  was  left;  hot  the  gfeater  number  k^t  on 
to  Dover  where  they  took  up  their  station  in  the  Castle,  on  that 
giddy  height  which  Shakespeare  haa  celebrated  and  the  lovers  and 
enemiet  ojt  Alfaioii  have  from  time  immemonal  oontemplated  with 
awe. 

But  a  portion  of  the  man.li  ;sas  mmlr  witli  oiit  the  Lieutenant- 
Uolonel,  "such  slow  iiiovement*  not  being ii^rccuble  to  his  disposi- 
tion of  mind/**    He  turu«»d  at  an  early  stage  off  for  Biackheath  anil 

waa  aUe  to  ipend  a  coaple  of  days  there  at  the  fiiouly  maoncm 
from  wh«oa»  owing  to  the  fine  weather,  hia  parents  had  not  yet 
flitted,  hefim  unjoining  hia  men. 

To  HIS  M0XHO» 

Doyor  Castle,  IQth  November, 
Dear  Madam, — -A^  soon  as  ever  I  could  get  nty  ^ixcn  cluth 
spread  upon  the  barrack  table,  and  pen,  ink,  and  paper  out  of 
niy  baggtigc,  I  sit  down  to  write  to  you  to  inform  you  that  the 
xemainder  of  omr  maxch  was  as  fortunate  in  point  of  weather  as  the 
former  part  had  been;  and  here  our  labour  ends,  I  oan^  say  com* 
frrtaUy  or  wannly,  but  in  a  soldier-like  stan.  ing  condition.  Hie 
winds  rattle  pretty  loud,  and  the  air  is  sharp,  but  I  suppose 
healthy  for  it  causes  great  keenness  of  appetite.    I  lodge  at 
the  foot  of  a  tower  supposed  to  be  built  by  the  Romans,  and 
cannot  hc]|)  wishing  sometimes  that  they  had  chosen  a  snu^jrer 
situation  to  erect  their  fortress  upon  ;  or  that  the  niodnns,  who 
demolished  a  good  part  of  the  works  of  antiquity,  liiul  been  so 
kind  to  us,  their  militaLy  pudterity,  as  not  to  leave  one  stone 
t^oD  another. 

Tlie  strength  of  our  frrbfioation  is  removed  hy  discord  and 
hy  time;  bat  caissons  aie  raised  iqioii  the  rains  as  prisons^  and 
a  proper  mode  of  pani>^hnient  far  those  wild  imaginations  that 
nefrr  the  empty  sound  of  drum  and  trumpet  to  sober  knock  of 
hammer  in  shop  mechanic.  Here'*s  a  ready  deliverance  down  the 
perpendicular  to  such  ns  arc  tired  of  their  existence.  They  need 
not  run  very  far  to  get  out  of  this  world ;  one  bold  step  irees 

I  m  nmMiin  MtmtHm,  lay. 
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them  from  though L.  Ym  afraid  I  shall  lose  luy  interest  at  Court 
by  this  distant  rcclu&e  life,  aud  iiliali  uever  be  notticed  (as  the 
Sootch  say)  but  to  be  reprimanded  fer  torn  dispate  wiHi  a 
cobbler  nbo  bas  a  vote  in  sodk  a  dirfy  borough  as  Dover. 
Sinoerely,  I  beg  yoall  make  my  bert  coiii{»limenta  to  tbe  Qeneral 
and  de>^  him  to  convince  tbe  King  and  Duke  that  he  is  mUt 
diapleased  with  them,  for  otherwise  I  shall  be  involved  within 
the  resentment  that  muBfc  loUow  thia  urmming  contempt  of  majeetj 
enddignitj. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  WOLFK. 

Dover  Castle  was  nut  then  the  channing  place  it  is  now  esteemed 
by  tourists.  It  was  diamefuUy  dilapidated,  and  as  to  the  chapel  <^ 
SL  BCaryX  until  its  lestoiation  neailj  a  century  later  at  tbe  bands 
of  Sir  Gilbert 'Scott,  <<n>odeM,  shatteied  and  eipoaed  to  tbe 
damaging  eflRscts  of  xain,  froft  and  miicbief,  it  was  used  as  a  coal 
cellar ;  while  the  Roman  pharos  at  the  west  end»  one  of  the  most 
interesting  landmarks  of  lustoiy  in  tbe  kingdom,  was  applied  to  a 
purpose  that  was  even  more  degrading  and  disreputable.""  ^ 

To  anticipate  a  passage  in  one  of  Wolfe's  letters,  "I  am  sure 
there  is  not  iu  the  Klng^s  dominions  a  more  melancholy  dreadiul 
winter  station.*^ 

To  HIS  Fatmka. 

Dover,  DtcuAtr  9^  1758. 
Dkae  Sn^— Ibe  best  and  most  agreeable  service  that  joo  can 
do  me  (since  you  are  so  good  to  cSht  your  service)  is  to  amuse 

and  divert  yourself  with  such  change  and  variety  as  the  nel^* 
bourhood  of  London,  or  inconsiderable  ^'"t^nffft  from  Bath,  or 

other  places  of  public  resort,  put  within  your  reach.    I  know  by 

myself  how  necessary  it  is  to  refresh  the  mind  with  new  objects 
to  j>ri'vent  its  sinkincr,  and  how  very  useful  a  fresh  collection  of 
thoiii^lits  arc  in  sujtjjortinp;  the  spirits.  Let  nie  alone  sis  or 
seven  days  in  iiiy  room,  and  I  lose  all  sort  of  sensiition,  either  of 
pain  or  pleasure,  and  am  in  species  little  better  than  an  oyster. 

Lideed,  soldiering,  as  Wolfe  was  feroed  to  pursue  the  art,  was  a 
trying  budness.  bis  fire  and  feroe  and  talents  were  being 
enishedout 

1  The  iJuiider,  September  7,  1&G2. 
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To  HU  MllTBBB. 

Dmi,  19tk  Dtmmbtr,  1758. 

Beak  BfAOAif^ — find  our  afternoons  hang  so  heavily  that 

expedients  are  wanted  to  divert  the  time.  Our  conversatioii 
from  dinner  till  five  o^dock  is  kept  tip  with  some  difficiiltyt 
Tionc  of  us  have  any  correspondence  with  the  capital,  nor  com- 
munication with  coffee-houses  or  public  papers,  so  that  we  are 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  exterior  thin<:^«5.  From  five  till  eight 
is  a  tedious  inft  r\a1  hardlv  to  be  woikcni  throiiifli.  I  iiave 
inquired  for  good  green  tea  in  Dover,  aa  an  aid,  and  can  find 
none;  it  ivill  be  some  relief  and  an  act  of  charity  if  you  will 
send  me  a  poond  of  the  best  Iput  off  my  demand  nntUIknev 
jrour  tents  were  due^  although  I  should  father  wish  yon  eodd 
pefsoade  the  G^eral  to  pay  for  it,  as  I  take  his  purse  to  be  in 
better  order  than  either  yours  or  mine.^ 

Hie  castle  is  haunted  with  the  spirits  of  some  of  our  restless 
forefathers,  the  old  Saxons,  and  some  of  their  wives,  for  here  are 
ghosts  of  both  sexes.  Whether  these  shadowy  beings  arc  rest- 
les.s,  or  our  consciences  weak  and  our  imaginations  strong,  you 
may  easily  conjecture.  But  here  are  people  that  believe  there  are 
spirit)  to  be  seen,  and  others  that  arc  i-eady  to  swear  to  the  sight ; 
or,  in  other  words,  there  are  minds  unable  to  bear  the  darkness  of 
the  night  witiiout  trembling.  We  know  that  Christmas  is  at 
hand,  by  the  sutier^s  mince-pies.  I  hope  you  have  all  the  gaiety 
and  gciod>fellowship  that  these  times  generally  prodnoe^  to 
enliven  the  otherwise  cold  and  dreary  season. 

I  am»  dear  Madam,  etc^ 

J.  Wom. 

After  tlie  Christmas  "  festivities  Wolfe  wrote  another  letter 
home. 

To  au  MoiHXB, 

Dover  CwUa,  28  Dte,,  1753. 
Dear  Madam, — Although  I  knew  you  were  convinced  tliat 
I  had  written  to  you  from  Heading.  I  was  not  sorry  to  hear  you 
had  received  my  letter,  I  was  indent  to  you  for  a  favour, 
and  meant  to  send  you  thanks.  MaidNtc^iu^  \s  t)uld  haxc  bocii,  as 
you  say,  a  more  comfortable  quarter  than  tins  ;  fur  it  is  not 
possible  to  be  in  one  that  is  less  so,  but  this  place  has  its  ad- 
vantages that  are  of  some  estimation ;  we  have  no  magistrates  or 

^  The  price  of  green  tea  was  then  aboai  90«.  a  pound. 
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iiilial)itiiits  to  quaiTi  1  with;  the  soldiers  are  under  our  immediate 
inspection  ;  and  we  can  prevent  them  in  any  evil  desipis.  It 
would  be  a  prison  to  man  of  pleaiiure ;  but  an  officer  may  put 
up  with  it.    People  tliat  choose  to  read  have  a  great  deal  of  time ; 
the  nrt  play  at  picquet   In  w«t  weaibier  «e  are  oonfined  to  the 
caatie^  bat  when  it  is  fine  we  get  out  opon  the  Downs  between 
this  and  Dea3«  whidi  is  a  v«y  pleasant  ride.   I  have  been  onoe 
shooting  in  hopes  of  IdUing  some  cocks  to  present  you  with ;  but 
there  are  few  or  no  springs  in  the  woods  of  this  country,  so  that 
those  birds  do  not  stay  long  after  they  land.    Capt.  Howe  who 
went  to  London  yestonday  offered  to  carry  one  and  leave  it  at 
Bkckbeath.    But  I  declined  his  civil  offer,  as  I  thought  it  not 
worth  your  acceptance.    I  should  be  sorry  to  lose  Lieut.  Bury  at 
this  particular  juncture :  not  at  all  upon  my  own  account,  but 
because  I  know  he  can  serve  the  officers,  is  incliued  to  do  so,  and 
has  just  DOW  a  yaj  fitvoniaUe  opportunity  as  there  are  no  less 
than  six,  that  deaire  or  should  be  desired  to  leave  the  regiment. 

I  hear  that  Mr.  CbnoUy  *  has  rdapsed  and  is  in  more  danger 
than  ever,  probably  gone  b^  this  time.  Carlton  and  his  brother 
will  fed  that  loss  veiy  sensibly ;  he  is  not  only  their  patron  and 
protector,  but  has  a  &therly  affection  and  ItindnftM  for  them. 

I  am  interrupted,  and  so  must  send  you  my  best  wishes  for 
both  your  ]i:i})piiicss,  and  finish  with  as8Uriri<j;  you  that  I  always 
am,  dear  Madam^  your  most  obedient  and  aiiecLionate  sou, 

Jam  :  Wolfr, 

»  The  Right  Hon.  William  Conolly,  M.P.,  of  Stratton  Hall,  Staflfe.,  wa« 
nephew  aad  heir  of  hia  namesake^  the  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons. 
He  died  at  Caatletown,  Celbridge^  January  3, 1754.  His  only  son,  Thomas, 
married  a  daughter  of  the  second  Duke  of  Richmond  (Lady  Louisa  Conolly), 
aunt  of  the  Ul-staned  Lord  £dward  Fita^mld  sad  also  of  ^pj^mmihi  our 
Charles  sod  WilUam  Napier. 
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XI 

EXETER  AND  THE  WEST 

Although  bis  kttoB  are  filled  vitli  a  homonms  sort  at  com* 
plaints,  Dover  reall j  agreed  with  Wolfe  or  else  bis  ooostitutkm  nas 
greatly  improved  sinoe  bis  retnxn  from  Scotland,   His  only  real 

gfierance  seems  to  be  tbe  perennial  one  of  not  "  being  any  use  in 
the  worid,*"  in  other  words,  not  seeing  active  service.  But  a  8oldier''8 
life  is  m>t  entirely  made  up  of  battles,  and  Wolfe  was  apt  to 
appraise  at  mnrli  1o«s  than  its  real  value  the  efforts  he  made  to 
improve  his  regiment,  and  the  influence  his  example  furnished  to 
all  other  officers.  Having  more  leisure  and  more  congenial  sur- 
roundings, he  took  again  to  his  books  in  downright  earnest.  He 
was  not  able  to  inoculate  all  his  officers  with  bis  own  zeal  in  this 
respect— that  it  woidd»  pertiaps,  he  unreasonable  to  look  fei^-bat 
tb^  did  spare  a  little  time  from  piquet  feir  tbe  purpose,  wondering 
at  tbdr  Qonunander*B  strange  infatuation.  Sometimes  Wolfe  took 
a  gallop  over  the  Downs,  or  enjoyed  an  aftemooai's  shooting  in 
neighbouring  coverts.  But  his  whole  heart  was  in  his  work — and 
tiie  subalterns  liad  daily  testimony  of  the  almost  paternal  relation 
in  which  this  lieutenant-Colauel  of  aeven-aoid-tweaty  stood 
towards  them. 

It  seems  that  the  officers  of  the  new  garrison  at  the  Castle  were 
not  considered  as  sociable  as  their  predecessors,  and  Miss  Brett, 
wbo  was  staying  wi^  ber  fiilber,  Sir  Fierey  Brett,  at  Dover,  bad  a 
dolelbl  tale  to  tell  of  the  n^gsJIant  manner  in  wbich  tbe  Dover 
la^es  felt  lliey  were  being  treated  by  tbe  bookish  Colond^  and 
his  friends.  To  bis  mother's  raUyings  Wolfe  replied  on  New 
Year's  £ve— 

7b  HIS  MOTHEI. 

Dover  OuHej  Pm,  SI,  ITM. 

Dkab  Mapah^ — ^ItwiUbeneithereqiensive  nor  troublesome 
to  send  what  you  desire^  but,  on  tbe  oontnixy,clieap  and  pleisttit 
My  judgement  in  these  matters  is  veiy  feUible ;  but  TU  employ 
an  abler  hand  to  chase  that  sampbire.  Tf  you  like  what  I  send, 
let  me  know,  and  you  shall  have  moro. 

If  Nanny  Brett's  ladies  lived  as  loftily  and  aa  mocfa  in  tbe 
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clouds  as  we  do,  their  appetites  for  dancing  or  anjrthing  else  would 
not  be  quite  so  keen.  If  we  dress  the  wind  disorders  our  curls ;  if 
we  walk,  we  are  in  danger  of  our  legs  ;  if  we  ride,  of  our  necks ;  and 
bow  can  the  tender  hearted  sex  eaqiect  we  should  godown  unto  Van 
at  audi  zisk  and  disadvantage  ?  But  there*8  a  truth  whidi  my 
flame  must  not  know,  some  of  our  flneat  perfinmen  are  at  proscut 
ditaUedy  and  the  rest  disheartened  from  attempting  it  by  the 
terrible  example  of  the  sufferers.  There  are  bat  two  of  us  that  can 
be  reckoned  to  be  whole  and  entire ;  both  very  tall  and  thin,  and 
we  cannot  undertake  to  please  all  these  ladies  alone,  the  task  m 
inorc  (]iiricult  than  Mistress  Anne  seems  to  be  aware  of.  If  it  was 
Dut  for  fear  of  offending  you,  I  should  almost  confess  that  I  tliink 
we  are  grown  old,  whether  constitutionally  so,  or  philosophically 
resigned,  or  sequestered  from  the  world,  by  being  almost  always 
deprived  and  cut  off  firom  the  common  enjoyments  of  it.  Habit 
by  degrees,  creating  tastes  agreeable  to  our  condition  and 
diflerent  from  those  that  are  most  in  vogue ;  part  or  all  of  theae 
joined  pediaps  tc^iher,  and  years  really  creeping  on;  willi 
notions  conformable,  cooling  the  blood  and  spring  of  action,  tiU 
dancing  and  all  its  light  train  of  amusement  i^pears  vain  and 
contemptible.  Notwithstanding  this  I  always  encourage  our 
young  people  to  frequent  balls  and  assemblies.  It  softens  their 
manners,  and  makes  'em  civil,  and  commonly  I  go  along  with 
*em  to  see  how  they  conduct  themselves.  I  am  only  afraid 
they  should  fall  in  love  and  marry.  Whenever  I  perceive  the 
symptoms,  or  anyone  ebe  makes  the  discovery,  we  &11  upon  the 
delinquent  without  mercy,  till  he  grows  out  of  conceit  with  his 
new  passion.  By  this  method  we  have  broke  through  many  an 
amorous  alliance  and  dissolved  many  ties  of  eternal  love  and 
afiection.  My  experience  in  these  matters,  helps  me  to  find 
out  my  neighbour'^s  weakness  and  furnishes  me  with  arms  to 
oppose  his  folly.  I  am  not  however  always  so  successful  as 
could  i^e  wished  ;  two  or  three  of  the  most  simple  and  insensible 
in  other  respects  have  triumphed  over  my  endeavours,  hut  are 
seated  upon  the  stool  of  repentance  for  the  remainder  of  their 
days. 

Oar  garrison  (to  confirm  Nanny's  inteOigenoe)  is  not  composed 
of  the  liveliest  body  of  the  Begiment ;  the  three  remarkable  men 
Bourchier,  Billings,  (with  the  Belly)  and  Clements,  commonly 
called  Ben,  whom  I  formeriy  described  to  you,  axe  apart,  and 
they  d<m^t  do  us  any  honour  with  the  ladies ;  we  have  three  or 
fbur  under  the  surgeon^s  hands  for  misfortunes,  and  the  rest 
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walk  down  the  hill  about  once  a  month ;  but  if  Mias  Guniwni 

WIS  here,  we  that  arc  able,  might  go  of>PT>er, 

I  believe  my  cousin  GolHsmith  is  already  persuaded  that  \\  e  are 
a  set  of  the  worst  rorrespondc  nts  in  England.  1  have  been  six 
months  in  his  debt,  witliout  i  hvmeor  reason ;  I  owe  him  a  thousand 
thankii  for  a  pointer,  that  15  my  happiness  and  my  veiy  existence 
hen,  mod  HI  acquit  myadf  towards  him  thii  yery  ni^t,  and 
mention  your  commandn.  He  is  the  moet  iwonable  man  aliira, 
hit  raquMta  seldom  bejmid  the  deiiielliat  he  iias  to  Im^ 
we  are  well,  he  never  asks  anj  other  favour  than  to  be  satisfied 
in  this  particular.  I  am  a  {mir  or  two  of  spectacles  behind  hand 
with  him,  and  I  long  to  send  him  that  little  promised  token  of 
my  osteem.  I  find  Mr.  Conolly  is  in  a  liniroring  way,  his  liver 
is  allet  ted,  aiul  'tis  impossible  he  can  recover,  this  is  a  di  uily 
blow  to  my  poor  friend  and  will  totu-li  him  deeply :  but  1  hope 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  protection,  which  I  am  sure  he  will 
deserve,  may  make  him  some  amends. 

Your  meeent  is  avrifed  and  b  estnracly  valoaUe^  botii  on 
aoootmt  of  the  person  presenting  it,  and  its  goodneis,  and  you 
haive  my  best  thanks.  We  are  not  locky  in  lotteries,  bat  we 
hav(  other  pieces  of  good  fhrtnne  that  makes  us  ample  amends. 
A  clear  and  fair  conscience  and  a  reputation  instained  by  vioe  or 
dishonour  is  fallen  to  both  your  lots,  and  that  yon  may  put  in 
the  balance  again<i;t  any  other  chance,  and  it  will  far  outweigh 
them.  I  boi^  my  rompl  1  luents  to  Mrs.  Egerton.  Tomorrow  the 
new  year  btgiiis,  I  sidute  you  upon  it  find  wish  you  both  all 
pleasui^  and  peace  and  am,  dear  Madain, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son. 

Jam:  Wmr* 

7b  BIS  Fam. 

Dover  Castle,  9th  January,  17M. 
Dear  Sra, — I  am  very  glad  to  find  you  in  a  resolution  am- 
fommWc  to  the  re^.t  of  your  character.  If  yoi!  hrwe  ever  omitted 
the  perlorinance  of  tli  il  duty  which  is  due  from  an  officer  of 
your  rank,  and  from  a  man  of  vour  attachment  and  way  of 
thinking  to  the  King,  it  has  jiKKiofled  from  reasons  rather 
commendable  and  praiseworthy  timu  biameable.  You  knew  1^ 
was  enfivoncd  with  a  hungry,  greedy  set  As  yon  had  no  fimmr 
to  aak  or  eipeet  beyond  a  good  repntatton,  you  wimld  not  seem 
(however  free  fSrom  the  thoq^t)  to  ai^pnent  the  nnmber  of 
petitioners  that  snnomid  the  throne.  But  his  Majesty  will  now 
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be  convinced  tliat  no  motive  of  interest  direct  you  to  him  ;  he  may 
easily  distinguish  you  from  the  ro?^t,  becaiise  I  am  ftilly  persuaded 
that  you  are  the  only  one,  however  fair  .soever  your  title  and 
pretensions  may  be,  that  has  not  asked  something.  Such  persons 
are  80  nre  in  ooorls  tliat  kings  may  look  upon  tibem  aa  miisacks; 
and  our  good  old  monarch  would  find  out  and  reward  the 
modesty  of  some  of  his  subjects  if  the  impudence  of  otfaaia  did 
not  prevent  it.  I  am  highly  pleased  that  your  going  to  St. 
James's  was  gradoualy  reodved,  and  that  yon  yowself  were 
satisfied. 

T  have  sent  you  some  birds  of  my  own  killing:  few  indeed 
they  are  in  number  nnd  small  in  kind,  but  quails  are  a  rarity  fit 
this  ^ason.  I  had  a  piieasant  and  some  partridges,  but  these  I 
durst  not  send,  as  we  are  not  authorised  by  law  to  kill  them ; 
and  as  they  examine  strictly  upon  the  great  roads  I  should  be 
onwiDixig  to  be  reputed  a  smuggler.  It  is  a  misfortmie  fer  a 
man  that  likes  this  sort  of  sport  preferable  to  any  otber  to  be 
liable  to  law  and  fine,  or  to  be  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  a 
very  innocent  and  wholesome  diversion.  Over  the  water  ^tia 
death  to  shoot  without  license ;  here  'tis  prosecution,  damages, 
and  costs.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  the  French  have  been 
workinc^  at  Dunkirk  a  kind  of  reservoir  which,  with  a  communica- 
tion \v\\]\  the  neighbouring  canals,  will  be  a  backwater  sufii(  lent 
to  cleanse  their  harbour.  Sir  Piercy  Brett  and  an  engineer  have 
been  there  to  examine  these  late  dangerous  operations.  Their 
report  is  not  yet  made  pubhc,  or,  at  least,  it  has  not  reached  the 
tbp  of  our  bill.  Bat  I  tiiink  our  neighboiur*s  meaning  is  pretty 
plain,  and  I  hope  we  sha^i^  nusondentand  bim. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Worn 

Admiral  Sir  Piercy  Bn  tt  was  one  of  An«on''s  officers  in  his 
celebrated  \(>\agc  round  the  world.  He  w.ls  knighted  in  1763  and 
was  attei'waids  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

To  HIS  MOTHEE. 

Dover  CbsUs,  S  m,,  1754. 
DiAa  Madam,— Tide  providential  hard  frost  interpoees 
between  us  and  an  ugly  malignant  disorder  that  has  broken  oot 
in  our  neif^bombood.  An  in&etion  in  the  air  is  best  overcome 
by  cold ;  and  indeed  there  is  no  other  remedy.  We  did  believe 
for  a  time  that  our  companies  would  be  cantonned  along  the 
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coast  of  Kent,  to  keep  suspected  vcsf^els  from  approaching  the 
shore.  Such  a  disposition  of  the  troops  would  be  rensfinnblr  and 
safe  in  any  other  country  but  this  :  here  it  muht  hr  im  fJectuai : 
the  villainy  of  the  smugglers  would  overcomo  all  jjiifantionii. 
We  have  (besides  the  apprehension  of  the  plague)  s^oujclinies 
thouglit  ourselves  in  the  way  of  thk  East  India  es|Mditifm ;  and 
if  they  bad  sent  a  legbiMnt  ftom  England,  it  eimld  hm  been 
nolle  other,  hoi  Lmd  BarfB  lank  and  employment  eiempte  bim 
from  these  midertakings,  and  I  do  suppose  he  would  not  think 
it  consistent  to  kt  his  regiment  embark  without  bim ;  ao  ire  are 
leserved  for  more  brilliant  service. 

By  a  letter  that  I  have  mreivod  lately  from  I/>ndon  I  am 
informed  that  we  are  to  move  from  this  plare  sooner  than  was 
expected  ;  and  that  we  shall  bi^in  to  change  our  cjuarters  early 
in  the  month  of  March.  Five  companies  are  to  go  to  Bristol 
and  five  to  Exeter.  If  we  are  reviewed,  as  I  hope  we  shall  be, 
befbfe  we  get  into  the  west,  I  nmy  be  able  to  be  sooner  with  ywL 
than  I  coold  propose ;  and  oonsequntlj  shaU  enjoy  that  satis- 
Ibrtion,  beyond  mj  expectations  and  in  the  finest  seaaon.  I  beer 
that  my  cousin,  Whetbam,  baa  met  with  every  ugly  accident  and 
is  in  danger  of  losing  an  eye.  The  rage  of  fox-hunting  that 
seems  to  possess  all  the  descendants  of  the  old  master,  has  been 
fatal  to  that  poor  lad;  thoo^h  I  hope  it  is  not  so  bad  as  has 
been  represented. 

I  beg  my  duty  to  my  fether.  I  wish  you  both  much  health. 
Olid  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son. 

Jam.  Womb 

tniete  was  yml  inJiMiistuii  at  hesd-qnertew  regarding  tiieftirtiier 

disposition  of  Wolfe's  regiment  in  fb»  new  year.  As  every  motion 
nude  bj  Fhmce  was  looked  npaa  with  smpicion,  there  was  at  first 
a  scheme  for  cantoning  the  men  akn^  the  coasts  of  Kent  to  prevent 
suspifion<!  vessels  from  approaching  land,  and  ho  received  oilers 
from  the  Horse  Guards  to  this  effect.  Wolfe  thought  little  of  this 
arrangement,  which  he  declared  would  prove  ineffectual,  **as  the 
viiiaiiiy  of  the  smugglers  would  overcome  all  precautions,"^  and  was 
neither  surprised  nor  sorry  when  the  order  was  countermanded, 
owing  to  the  bard  frost**  During  Fefaniaiy  there  was  a  case  of  a 
deserter,  end  fbr  the  first  time  Wolfr  bad  to  preside  at  a  court- 
martial.  It  appears  that  reendts  fbr  the  KKDcb  serrioe  weie 
shipped  at  Dover,  and  which  also  gpive  on  opportonily  to  desertem. 
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In  a  regimental  order  Wolfe  desires  certain  men  who  had  been,  or 
wish  to  be,  in  the  French  servicej  to  know  that  he  sets  no  value 
upon  them.  He  had  '*  much  rather  they  were  in  the  Irish  brigade 
than  in  the  Arni^-  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  if  au^  of  Lheni,  hereuller, 
dimiM  thraBten  to  dmett^  he  shall  be  immedlatdy  whipped  out  of 
ilie  regiment  as  a  fit  recmit  for  the  rdbel  battalions  hired  by  the 
Fkendi  to  serve  against  their  country.^ 

To  mB  Fathd. 

Dover  Castle,  13  Feb.,  1764. 

Dear  Sib, — It  has  been  so  intolerably  cold  for  these  last 
three  weeks  that  I  have  been  hardly  able  to  hold  a  pen  or  to  do 
any  kind  of  business ;  and  I  am  afraid  you  have  not  been  less 
sensible  of  its  severity.  This  welcome  thaw  will  restore  |>eople 
to  the  use  of  their  limbs,  and  introduce  another  and  more  grateful 
season.  One  of  the  captains  of  oar  regiment,  whose  whole 
happinesB  is  made  up  of  hnntixig,  came  from  his  quartern  at 
Mawstone  wHh  lus  pack  of  fleet  haxriers,  to  hunt  in  this 
neighbourhood ;  because  the  country  here  is  better  than  about 
Mididstone.  He  arrived  a  day  or  two  before  the  firost  and  must 
depart  forthwith ;  so  that  the  unfortunate  man,  and  the  whole 
garrison  indeed,  have  been  disappointed  of  their  favourite  and 
much  desired  diversion.  Thus  by  the  brcatli  of  a  north  east 
wind  are  the  finest  prospects  of  sport  and  pleasure  made  to 
vanish  like  smoke  and  pass  away  like  a  dream.  Pleasures  that 
are  enjoyed,  leave  but  a  slight  impression  :  they  fiimish  matter 
for  idle  talk.  But  the  cooler  reflection  upon  them  eerves  but  to 
oGiivinoe  a  thinking  person,  that  we  are  occupied  about  small 
matteis  and  earnest  upon  trifles.  This  oonsi&raticm  ought  to 
make  this  sort  of  disappointments  sit  ea«y ;  since  all  that  we  can 
have  of  what  is  past,  is  but  a  faint  idea. 

I  have  been  appointed  to  preside  at  a  general  court  martial, 
composed  of  officers  of  nnr  regiment  for  the  trial  of  a  deserter. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  1  have  acted  in  that  grave  office,  and 
a  very  grave  one  it  is,  when  the  matter  under  consideration  is  of 
any  importance.  These  courts  of  justice  should  not  be  assemblL-d 
too  fr^uently ;  lest  the  troops  should  forget  or  lose  the  resp<^ct 
and  veoeiation  that  they  ought  to  have  for  luch  courts.  I  hope 
the  weather  will  invite  you  soon  to  take  the  air.  The  more 
you  breathe  the  fieshnen  of  the  morning  air  in  the  spring,  the 
better  for  your  health ;  and  the  more  you  stir  about  and  vary 
your  conversation,  the  more  cheerful  you  must  neoeaiarily  be. 
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I  hope  to  hear  that  some  business  rftll?  you  often  to  T.onrlon ; 
or  tliat  your  affection  for  the  King's  [x  i  ^on  drnws  you  sometimes 
into  his  presence.  I  am  sure  you  ought  to  arid  consequently 
will  be  a  more  acceptable  courtier  than  many  that  go  there, 
merely  to  ask  favours. 

I  wish  jou  and  my  mother  much  health.  I  heg  my  daty  to 
her,  and  am*  dear  Sir* 

Yoor  moat  ohediest  and  afliectioiiate  eooy 

Jam.  Wours. 


To  HIS  MOTHEB. 

Dover  Castle,  6  March,  1764. 

Dear  Madam, — The  spring  that  brings  new  Hfe  and  spirits 
to  all  thinp^s  else,  will,  I  hope,  have  some  good  effectii  upon 
you ;  but  you  must  not  expect  its  asbistance,  unless  you  strive 
to  procure  it.  Yoa  have  your  garden  and  your  park  to  walk 
In,  and  your  heath  for  riding ;  these  are  not  to  he  neglected : 
and  if  my  fitther  or  yoa  should  he  advised,  (as  formerly  you 
wm  hj  -vecy  wholesmne  counsel)  to  change  your  situation  or 
your  air  for  a  time,  sudi  advice  Is  not  to  he  slighted  whatever 
seeming  inocmvenienoes  may  oppose  it. 

The  leave  of  absence  that  I  have  asked  (and  as  it  seems  not 
very  unreasonable,  perhaps  it  mny  be  granted)  is  froin  reriew 
till  August.  I  go  to  the  regimf  iit  and  stay  during  the  months 
of  tseptcmber.  Ortobrr,  Novoinb<?r  and  longer,  if  it's  insisted  upon. 
Then  I  come  up  for  two  months  before  embarkation,  to  appoint 
factors,  agents,  etc.  upon  all  my  estates  and  settle  other  weighty 
coDeems;  tiiat  my  alRuzs  may  not  run  into  confhsion  in  my 
ahsence.  This  I  hope  you  will  think  is  aneoeasary  precaution  fSnr 
all  that  are  possemed  of  any  cwisideiahle  property  of  lands,  houses, 
manors  etc ! !  Jaok  Streton^s  marriage  will  be  no  great  obstruc- 
tion to  his  fortune,  nor  so  inoonvmient  as  to  your  moving  foot 
officer.  In  the  train,  they  have  good  fixed  establishments,  and 
their  prospect  of  preferment  is  entirely  within  their  own  corps. 
In  other  respects  I  hope  neither  Mrs.  Stretoii  nor  any  good 
mother  who  values  the  health  and  advantage  of  her  children, 
would  oppose  the  salutary  state  of  marriage,  nor  encourage  their 
offspring  to  tread  in  tlie  paths  of  sin  and  wickedne^^.  A  great 
deal  more  might  be  said  upon  this  subject  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  matrimony;  hut,  as  the  men  axe  getting  under  anas  I  must 
put  off  the  rest  tiU  another  time. 
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My  duty  to  my  £ftther»  I  wish  you  both  ail  happiness,  and 
am,  dear  Madam « 

Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

Jam:  Worn 

lb  Mm.  Woira, 
BbuHAaath,  KmL 

At  lost  Whitehall  made  up  its  oflldal  mind  as  to  the  eorps, 
and  in  Maidi  the  regiment,  or  the  six  companies  of  it  which  had 
spent  the  winter  at  Dover  CSastle,  deacoMled  the  slopes  and  took 
tiie  road  for  Sittingboume,  from  which  pleasant  old-£B«hioned  town 
Wolfe  writes  to  his  mother* 

To  HIS  MoTHSE. 

Sittingbooni*,  UUk  Mmdi,  17«4 
Dbab  Madam^ — ^Although  this  b  not  the  most  agreeable 
weather  to  march  in,  yet  we  are  f^joA  to  get  out  of  onr  oM 
castle  upon  any  terms.  It  was  to  no  purpose  to  complain  of 
our  condition  or  quarters,  nor  becoming  the  diaiBcter  of  m 
soldier  to  do  it;  but  since  the  bad  part  is  over,  and  we  have 
borne  it  witli  patience,  a  man  may  be  allowed  to  rejoit*e  at 
the  escape.  I  am  sure  there  is  not  in  the  KinjT''s  doniiiiioiLs 
a  more  melancholy  dreadful  winter  station  tli.in  th,it  we  have 
just  left;  and  the  neglect  of  the  Boaixl  of  Ordnance  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  natiural  horror  that  the  situation  and  buildings 
raise  in  men^  minds,  and  even  makes  it  dangeroos  to  reside  in  it 
in  cold  weather.   So  mudi  for  the  vile  dungeon  I 

Our  orders  of  march  have  been  diaaged  two  or  three  several 
times,  but  at  last  it  is  resolved  that  we  shall  bend  directly 
towards  Guildford,  where  five  of  our  companies  are  to  assemble 
to  be  reviewed  by  Lord  Bury ;  the  rest  are  to  proceed  to  Bristol 
with  expedition,  being  strongly  solicited  thereto  by  the  magis- 
trates of  that  place,  who,  I  suppose,  are  in  some  dread  of  the 
colliers  and  other  riotous  pertions  in  their  neighbourhood.  I 
toid  my  iather  the  reason  why  i  could  not  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  before  I  am  dismissed  by  authority ;  but 
it  may  happen  that  the  crms  road  from  DarUbvd  to  Croydon 
is  so  bad  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  maidi  over  the  Heath  and 
by  Lewisham»  in  whidi  case  ni  do  myself  the  honour  (in  the 
polite  fduase)  of  waiting  upon  you  for  an  hour,  and  I  wish  I  may 
find  you  triumphing  over  tiie  inclemency  of  the  season. 

I  am«  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  Won, 
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As  -Wolfe  anticipated,  the  road  from  Dartford  by  which  the 
authorities  usually  led  the  troops  in  order  to  circumvent  the 
metropoiis  was  quite  impassable  by  the  spring  floods — m  fact, 
before  Macadam  ^  time,  the  roads  in  this  part  of  KuL^land  \Mre 
especially  iiiiamuas — and  so  Wuiic  did  him.seli  the  houom  "  in 
the  polite  phrase^  of  waiting  apoii  his  parents  ia  Montagu 
W«lk»  BlaAHeath.  One  may  be  mxn,  that  brief  u  his  ^t  waa, 
he  did  not  neglect  to  visit  the  kennds  and  find  out  the  exact  state 
of  health  and  spirits  of  each  of  his  six  dogiy  lAose  joy  at  ivdooming 
their  master  must  have  been  testified  to  all  the  surroonding 
neighbourhood.  But  a  more  satidiEbctory  sojourn  at  home  was 
close  at  hand.  Lord  Bury  duly  came  down  and  reviewed  his 
regiment  nt  Giiilflford,  and  the  ceremony  over  Wolfe  got  a  fairly 
long  leave  of  ubsLnre.  He  returned  straightway  to  Rlnrkheath, 
where  he  passed  two  or  three  months  at  the  very  liiiesL  reason 
of  the  year,  when  garden  and  the  adjoining  park  were  at  their 
best,  and  tiie  tieaiimmtrCoUmsi  could  scamper  over  the  turf 
vnik  all  his  dogs  to  his  hearts  content  or  maint  his  fimmrito 
hotse^  gallop  over  to  visit  his  fiiends  at  Squenyes  Gmrt,  fifteen 
miles  away,  over  steq>  Westerham  Hill. 

Early  in  July  he  received  an  invitation  to  visit  Freefolk,  near 
Whitchurch  in  Hampshire,  from  his  old  firiend.  Sir  John  Mordaunt, 
imcle  of  his  inamorata,  Miss  Iviwson.  Thoro  is  something  in  this 
young  lady"*s  rejection  of  the  Ij'entenaMt  (^oloneFs  suit  that  leads 
one  to  believe  it  was  inspired  iroui  outside,  probably  by  Wolfe's 
own  pai-ents.  It  is  not  as  if  she  had  botowcxi  her  heart  elsewhere. 
Although  boasting  many  suitoii*  the  late  Maid  of  Honour  to  the 
mother  of  George  III  lemained  nnmamed,  for  the  rest  of  her  short 
life;  Her  death  happened  only  six  months  before  W61fe>  own. 
News  of  the  yoting  Genend  W<dfe*s  engagement  to  Miss  Lowther 
leaked  oat  in  Bath  before  he  »iiled  on  his  last  expedition  in 
fSdbruary  1759.  In  the  month  following,  while  he  was  still  at 
sea,  she  to  whom  he  had  so  losig  and  with  snob  ardoor  paid  ooort 
breathed  her  last*^ 

To  HIS  MffTHXM, 

VMUkf  JUjr  17M. 
Hbae  MAnftM|— Sir  J.  Mbrdanntls  dviliW,  good-breedings 
and  good-humonr  make  his  house  easy  and  pleasant  to  lS» 
goests,  and  the  country  ronnd  about  has  a  variei^  of  charms, 
e^toiallj  to  those  that  love  gfgoL  As  fer  as  n^  diqiOBitian 

*  Gmdtmmfa  MtftuUm,  OUtosiy. 
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will  permit,  I  live  emywbere  as  they  live  with  whom  I  Bm,  and 

put  off  the  fixing  upon  a  way  of  life,  or  preferring  one  method 
to  another  till  I  can  do  it  at  home, — in  fidl  simplicity  following 
nature  without  f-ontrol.  My  mi'«tre«s''s  picture  httncrs  np  in  the 
room  where  we  dine.  It  took  n^av  my  stomach  fur  tw(j  oi  tluce 
days,  and  made  me  grave;  but  time,  the  never  failing  aid  to 
distressed  lovers,  has  made  the  semblance  of  her  a  pleasing,  but 
not  a  dangerous  object.  However,  I  find  it  best  not  to  trust 
nijMlf  to  the  lady's  eyes,  or  put  confidence  in  any  iwoliitiQW  of 
my  own. 

I  am,  dear  Miidain,  etc, 

J*  ^Vouri* 

Our  heio  was  hot  an  indiiRnrent  patron  of  the  tinC 

Frocfnlk,  Ju!y  21*<,  1764. 
Dka&  Sib, — I  have  rambled  over  soveral  places  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. The  Duke  ol  Bolton  s  park  and  gardens  at  Hack  wood 
are  well  worth  a  journey  to  see  tliem.  1  was  there  and  at 
Banngstoke  noes  the  aame  day.  Iff  I  had  nndentood  natton 
of  that  forty  or  had  been  a  more  xefined  politidan  and  better 
courtier  than  I  really  am,  I  Aoaid  have  oanied  my  pockets  off 
full  of  money,  for  there  were  great  odds  ofeed  against  the 
Doke'^a  hone,  and  some  of  the  countiy  gentlemen  seemed  to 
propofjc  wagers  with  more  pa.ssion  than  judgment.  The  Duke 
was  not  present.  Boscawen  managed  his  interest  upon  the 
course,  and  except  him  there  was  not  a  soul  that  i  had  the  least 
acquaintance  with. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  WoUB. 

Tha  Boscawen  mentioned  in  thr  foregoing  was  the  Hon.  John 

I  Boscawen,  fifth  am  of  the  Earl  of  Falmouth  and  brother  of  the 

Arh^iiral,  who  wa.s  deatined  to  command  the  naval  expedition  to 
Louishnrj:^  in  1758. 

A  wci'k  lix\vx  Wolff  ri  hirned  to  Blackheath,  li(jt\\c'cii  wliich  place 

I  and  Westerhum  he  di  vidcil  his  time  until  the  latter  eiid  of  September. 

i  His  leave  then  coming  to  au  end  he  travelled  across  England  to 

BaUk  and  from  thence  to  Biutol,  when  his  regiment  was.  Msb,  * 
Wolfe  was  preparing  for  her  own  journey  to  Batii,  at  wiiidi 
resort  she  and  the  General  spent  several  weeks  evciy  year.  IbB 

j  Mm.  ThonihiU  of  the  feUowiiig  letter  was  the  wife  of  Wolfed 
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ndghbour  at  Blackheath,  nephew  of  the  enunent  painter,  Sir  James 
ThomhilL  One  gets  an  idea  ai  the  multi&rious  duties  of  an 
army  agent  in  those  days  when  one  of  them  is  required  to  engage 
lodging  for  the  wife  or  mother  of  a  client  in  her  travels. 

To  HIS  MOTUEK. 

Britlolf  Sunday^  2d  Sept.,  1754. 
DxAK  Madam, — My  journey  agreed  so  wfll  with  me  the  fiitt 
day  that  I  found  myseLf  in  condition  to  put  an  end  to  it  sooner 
than  I  oould  expect ;  and  I  came  here  early  the  second  day. 
John  and  my  equipage  arrived  the  third,  not  quite  eo  happily 
as  one  could  wish  ;  for  one  of  the  horses  (my  own  incomparable 
steed)  fell  and  has  cut  hit  knees  severely,  and  the  other  has 
a  swellefl  leg.  This  and  the  excellent  (jimKty  of  the  waters 
here  tor  wiishing  away  all  dregs  «uid  obstructions,  will  ke^p 
me  till  this  day  or  to-morrow  se^nnight.  I  found  my  new 
adjutant  waiting  to  go  with  me  but  his  cloak  is  at  sea,  will 
leave  directions  concerning  it,  and  it  uiuy  probably  meet  you 
at  Bath. 

The  company  has  nearly  all  left  the  Wells.  Hie  fiew  that  are 
still  there  are  kept  by  the  fine  weather.  Sir  Ghailes  Howard 
is  d  the  number ;  he  has  found  more  benefit  this  year  than 
formerly,  even  to  he  able  to  get  on  hoiaebad^  and  walk  upon 
the  Downs. 

I  am  going  to  see  Mrs.  Thomhill,  who  is  very  well,  and 
would  probably  fiU  my  letter  with  compliments  if  she  knew  I 
was  writing. 

I  b^  my  duty  to  iny  father,  and  am,  dear  Madam, 
Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

Mrs.  Fisher  has  promised  to  provide  good  lodgings  for  you 

at  Reading. 

Early  in  October  Wolfe  arrived  in  Exeter,  when^  he  took  up 
his  winter-quarters  in  a  building  within  the  walls  of  Rougemont 
Castle.  Exoter  was  thpn  a  stronghold  of  Jacobitism,  as  staunch  as 
when,  a  century  betore,  Fairfax  and  his  Roundlieads  had  demolished 
the  old  Castle,  after  a  stout  resistance  by  the  Cavaliers. 

One  of  the  first  incidents  following  the  arrival  of  the  20th 
llegiment  at  Exeter  was  the  drafting  of  a  hundred  men  to  aaother 
regiment,  DunbarX  ovdeied  to  sail  fbr  America  to  take  part  in 
the  ill-fikted  Geneial  Braddock's  expedition. 
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To  SUM  Fathse. 

Exeter,  25th  October,  1754. 

Drae  Sib,— I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Bury, 
concluding  with  this  short  paragni{^:  am  just  vetmned 
from  the  revieir  of  your  &ther*8z^ineiit;  they  did  well,  and  ihe 
Duke  was  very  wcUpleaaed  with  Urn.**  LoidBiuy  nevercames 
fail  oomplattanoe  to  Lb  inferiois  furthor  than  the  truth.  I  wish 
people  would  stick  to  that  above  as  well  as  below, — to  be  honest, 
if  possible,  at  both  ends;  but  that's  foreign  to  the  present 
purpose.  I  am  extremely  pleased  that  this  business  has  passed 
over  so  much  to  the  Dtike'^  satisfaction  and  to  yours.  It  is  a 
pity  you  wvrv  not  better  acquninted  ;  for  His  Royal  Highness 
only  brains  to  know  you, — ^he  has  but  just  found  out  that 
nobody  means  better  than  General  Wolfe, 

•  •••••  ^ 

I  begin  to  flatter  rayadf  that  we  ahaU  soften  the  rigoroua 
proceedings  of  our  advensriea  here^  and  live  with  them  on  better 
tenns  than  hitherta  It  is  not  our  interest  to  quaml  with 
any  hut  the  French  ;  and  they  must  be  devilish  minds  that  take 
a  pleasure  in  disputing.  I  hope  my  good  mother  will  tell  me 
wbat^s  doing  at  Bath,  and  I  hope  I  shall  hear  from  her  that  she 
is  sensible  of  the  good  effect  of  its  waters  and  of  its  cheerful 
variety  and  company.  Tim,  Brett  passed  through  hi  re  soiru! 
days  ago,  in  his  way  home;  he  had  company  with  him,  and 
could  not  even  dine  with  me. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Woui. 

Exeter  was  not  an  easy  place  for  a  '*  Hanovenan  officer  and  a 
veteran  of  C'ulloden  to  live  in  just  then — hardly  nmch  more  con- 
genial than  sunie  parts  of  Scotland  had  been  during  Wolfe's  nortliem 
sojourn.  But  fortunately  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  was  the  right  man 
for  a  difficult  poiit.  At  that  time  the  Mayor  of  Exeter  was  a  pro- 
Domieed  Tory  named  Arthur.  A  sense  of  his  position  made  him 
reasonable^  and  veiy  soon  under  the  Colonel'*8  suasion  he  beigan  to 
rdax  soiBdeiktly  in  his  oltrarJaoobitism  as  to  yidd  a  hearty  outward 
loyslly  to  the  reigning  powers  and  to  set  an  example  to  his  friends 
and  colleagues.  Wolfe  also  struck  up  a  friendship  with  Bishop 
lAvington,  who  £aund  the  young  officer  singularly  engaging.* 

To  HU  MOIHKB. 

fiaster,  SIH  OtMtr,  1764. 

Deab  IfAnAMy-- IdoDot  like  the  account  of  your  health*  but 
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am  not  much  surprised  that  you  should  catch  cold  upon  the  road. 
A  pcnon  tfaftt  has  lain  long  In  the  nune  roomy  and  in  the  eame 
faed»  nmrt  he  iolgeet  to  tfak  ineon'venlflnoe  hy  diaoge.  By  thia 
time  I  hope  that  joa  hm  got  over  it^  and  aie  ahle  todrfaik  ae 
mudi  of  llie  water  and  enjoy  aa  much  of  the  company  as  you  find 
it  for  jma  advantage  and  entertainment.  Thin  public  places 
arc  disagreeable  at  fii-st  till  one  falls  in  with  a  party  to  one^s 
taste,  but  they  generally  fiirnish  m  much  varieiy  that  we  aie  Xkot 
long  at  a  loss  to  find  fit  companions. 

My  father  said  very  little  upon  the  subject  of  his  review,  just 
as  much  as  helped  me  to  conjecture  that  he  was  not  ill  pleased, 
httt  he  did  not  mention  a  s^Uable  of  the  Duke^s  civility  to  him 
which  I  waa  wy  to  leem  from  you,  and  I  waa  mnch 
ngotoed  to  peroeiTe  that  yon  had  heen  pfeient  at  the  military 
show,  and  had  been  diverted  with  it  If  I  did  not  profess  the 
holiness  myself,  I  should  follow  all  the  reviewing  generals  for  the 
sake  of  seeing  the  troops.  I  know  nothing  more  entertaining 
than  a  eollection  of  well -look  5  n^^  men,  tiniformly  clad  and 
perfonnijifj^  tlitir  exercise  with  grace  and  oixler.  I  should  go 
ftirther,  my  curit)>it y  would  carry  nie  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  to 
be  a  spectator  at  these  martial  siglits,  and  to  see  the  various 
produce  of  different  dimates,  and  the  regulations  of  different 
anniea.  fketa  and  fortlBcatioM  too  are  objects  that  would 
attract  me  as  strongly  as  architectore^palnting  and  the  gentler  arts. 

Yon  did  not  teUneif  Mis.  I  Afenmlle  was  with  you  at  Reading. 
"Bj  the  company  you  had  at  caidsi  I  conclude  that  Donnellan^s 
ofences  are  £ngiven.  I  dropt  my  oonespondenoe  with  him 
upon  that  score,  and  shall  probably  never  revive  it ;  although  I 
know  him  to  be  a  whimsical  little  man  of  sense  and  generosity 
and  hoiumr.  Have  you  seen  any  at  our  people  at  Bath  f  They 
go  over  now  and  then  from  Bristol  for  a  dav  to  dance,  and  then 
return  ;  the  poor  devils  can'*t  stay  long,  they  cnn  t  bear  tlie  expense. 
We  have  one  very  extraordinary  person  gone  lately  from  hence, 
a  lieutenant  that  yon  have  heard  me  qpeako^  his  name  is  Hennis^ 
we  caU  him  Baidolph.  If  his  6goie  does  not  frighten  yoo,  it  will 
certainly  make  yon  laugh  ;  he  will  be  at  some  gaming  taUeu 

Hiat  poor  tnfrtnated  old  fool.  Will,  deserves  compasrion. 
He  m^  nofW  he  considered  as  the  most  helpless,  abandcmed 
wretch  upon  the  earth ;  blind  folly  to  prefer  tho  momentary 
sati-^faction  that  ale  can  give  to  the  solid  certainty  of  care  and 
usage  iij  your  easy  service ;  these  creatures  are  inaeiuible  of 
present  advantages  or  prospect  of  future  misery. 
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Will  you  believe  ifiat  no  Devonshire  squire  dances  more  than 
I  do  ?  What  no  consideration  of  pleasure  or  com[)laisuiu  e  for 
the  sex  could  effect,  the  love  of  peace  and  hannony  h;us  brought 
about.  I  have  danced  the  officers  into  the  good  graces  of  the 
Jaoobite  women  here  aboutis,  who  wen  prejudiced  againgt  fhenu 
It  fSUIs  hud  upon  me,  bewine  of  my  inddbnoe  and  indtiRmice 
about  it.  We  were  upon  Budi  terms  with  the  people  in  genefll 
that  I  have  been  forced  to  put  on  all  my  address,  and  employ  my 
beat  skill  to  conciliate  matters.  It  begins  to  work  a  Uttle 
favourably  but  not  rertairdy,  because  the  pervcrscness  of  tbese 
folks,  ])uilt  npon  tlieir  disaffection,  makes  the  task  very  dItficulL 

We  had  a  little  ball  la^t  night  to  celebrate  his  Muj(  >ty's 
birthday,  purely  military,  that  is,  the  men  were  all  ollicers, 
except  one.  The  female  branches  of  the  Tory  families  came 
nedily  enough,  but  not  one  man  would  aeeept  the  inWtation ; 
beoftitte  It  w«e  the  Xtiig*t  birthday.  If  it  had  not  fiJlen  in  my 
way  to  Me  waA  an  instaaoe  of  fidly,  I  ahoold  not  readily  be 
bfopght  to  oopoeive  it» 

"  I  remember,""  wrote  a  lady  a  generation  later,  "  the  great 
GenenI  WoUb  to  have  be^  much  admired  for  his  talent  in  this 
adenoa  lilLewiae ;  bat  he  was  generally  ambttioiia  to  gain  a  tall, 
gracefbl  woman  to  be  his  partner,  aa  well  as  a  good  dancer ;  and 
when  he  was  honoiu^  with  the  hand  of  aocii  a  lady,  thefieDDeness  of 
the  soldier  was  absorbed  in  the  pohteness  of  the  gentleman.  When 
thus  innocently  animated,  the  Greneral  seemed  emulous  to  disj^y 
every  kind  of  virtue  and  gallantly  that  would  render  him  amiable 
in  a  private  diamrtor.  Such  a  serene  joy  wns  diff'uscfl  ove  r  his 
whole  manners,  nneu,  and  deportment,  that  it  gave  the  most 
agreeable  turn  to  the  features  of  that  hero,  who  died  for  his 
country."  ^ 

To  ma  Fatheb. 

Exeter,  8  Xov,,  17M. 
Deab  Sir, — Sir  John  Mordaunt  hit  upon  a  point  in  his 
journey  to  Plymouth  that  seems  to  carry  reason  aiul  prudence 
with  it.  It  occurred  to  him,  that,  as  Lord  Bury  would  probably 
get  the  first  r^ment  of  Dragoons  that  fell,  and  as  another 
eoUmel  of  Banl[  or  quality  or  Purliamentaiy  merit  would  probably 
niooeed  him,  8ir  John  thoii^t,  that  it  would  be  best  to  wait 
that  event,  to  propoee  the  other  diange.  He  thinks  it  eodiiBeolt 

'  MitMOaHim  la  JVms  md  Vmm,\fMm  M.  Dsfsnll^ OlooasstHv  Wi, 
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to  aoooniplish  that  he  is  wiOing  to  ha^e  some  cireumsfcaiioe  of 

that  sort  in  aid  of  the  re({imt ;  for  although  I  cannot  expect  or 
hope  to  succeed  Ix)rd  Bury,  yet  it  is  a  kind  of  grievance  to  put 
men  over  the  heads  of  those  who  have  been  perhaps  more  accu«?- 
tomed  to  command,  and  have  had  all  the  business  to  do  for 
several  years.  This  is  a  plea,  that  would  be  of  very  little  service 
in  any  other  case,  but  may  do  good  in  this.  Most  of  my  Inother 
Lieut-Colonels  are  people  who  have  arrived  at  the  height  of 
their  expectations,  or,  at  least  will  he  contented  tomit  till  tiiehr 
tam  comesi  withoat  mnmraring.  Sir  John  oihrad  to  begin 
immediatel J ;  but  he  advised  this  ddaj  as  the  most  cODvenieDt ; 
and  you  may  he  snre  I  did  not  oppose  it. 

I  shall  answer  my  mother^s  letter  in  a  few  days.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  you  are  both  able  to  go  abroc^,  and  to  taste  the 
amusements  of  the  place ;  and  wish  your  health  may  still  ennblc 
you  to  do  so.  T  cannot  say  I  like  my  quarters  :  the  iiiliabitants 
are  of  all  ill  species.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  mother  and  am>  dear 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aiiectionate  son, 

Jam:  Worn 

Tf  LamR-Gnr.  Vom% 

He  has  another  amusing  reference  to  old  Lady  Grej^  whose 
son  was  joining  the  army. 

To  HD  MOTBBB. 

Exeter,  IGth  November  , 
Dkah  jVIadam, — Lady  Grey  knows  so  well  how  to  value  a 
constant  temper,  that  she  must  necessnrilv  Liuourage  such  a 
lover,  and  keeps  his  hopes  alive.    For  my  pai  t,  1  don't  feel  the 
least  disposition  to  change  ;  hot  if  ever  I  do^  it  shall  be  tqfMm  the 
pUm  prescribed  by  her.  I  will  look  where  she  points,  but  I 
must  warn  her  that  there  are  Uttk  wandaing  stars  of  very  bn||^t 
aspect  at  first,  whose  beauty  and  light  are  soon  obscured,  and 
will  hardly  bear  a  close  inspection ;  there  are  others  of  a  nobler 
nature — fixed  and  permanent — upon  whose  friendly  aid  and 
giiid  vnct'  a  traveller  may  depend.    Now,  to  distinn^iish  between 
these  heavenly  bodies  requires  a  pretty  good  telescope  and  strong 
sight.    But,  to  descend  a  little  liuui  things  celestial  to  things 
that  are  material,  I  must  acknowledge  her  ladyship's  great 
goodnem  in  offering  such  security  to  the  General  as  she  ia 
possessed  q£ 
a  s 
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The  Right  Woi-sliipfnl  the  Mayor  of  Exeter  and  myself  are 
hand  and  glove.  We  drink  Church  and  King  together  upon 
extraordinary  occasions  at  the  Guildhall ;  but  when  ho  does  me 
the  liononr  to  dine,  wo  leave  out  the  divine  part  of  the  toa-st, 
wLicli  makes  hini  suspect  my  religion,  and  he  caimot  help  think- 
ing that  the  officers  of  the  army  are  no  better  than  they  should 
be.  The  people  seem  ^to  be  tolerably  well  disposed  towards  us 
at  pKMnt.  How  long  fh^  will  continue  in  such  good  humour 
it  is  quite  uncertain.  I  hope  it  will  last  our  time,  fbr  aa  the 
town  haa  nothing  in  it  either  inviting  or  entertaining  ihe 
dicumttancea  of  a  civil  war  would  make  it  intolerable.  I  am  in 
a  perfect  solitude  with  a  crowd  of  people  around,  for  all  our 
conversable  officers  are  sent  off  upon  different  duties,  and  the 
inhabitants  are  of  a  species  not  to  be  frequented.  There  are 
some  sensible,  well-bred  men  amongst  the  clergy  that  are  seldom 
seen.    The  liishop  was  very  civil,  but  he  is  gone  to  Parliament.* 

The  nic^ht  ol  dreadful  thunder  which  affected  you  did  not  in 
the  Iciiat  disturb  my  rest.  Nothing  wakes  me,  which  I  reckon  a 
roisfertune,  and  I  Akw  an  inference  from  it  to  the  disadvantage 
of  my  future  aflhirs.  Sound  sleep  is  the  mark  of  an  inactive 
'  mind>  and  audi  are  never  great  or  useful ;  hut,  to  balance  it, 
quiet  rest  and  a  dear  consdenoe  are  constant  companions. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

To  HIS  MOTBXB. 

Exeter,  Dec.  1764. 
Dkar  Madam, — ^The  good  account  you  give  of  yourself 
rejoices  me  most  sincerely.  I  am  almost  tempted  to  go  to  Bath 
for  the  plea-siirr  seeing  you  free  from  pain,  and  if  you  stay  Uli 
next  month,  1  hope  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  call  upon  you  for 
a  day  or  two  on  my  way  to  Bristol,  and  through  the  recruiting 
quarters;  the  state  of  our  regimental  affiurs  will  keep  me  longer 
at  quarters  than  I  expected*  and  so  long,  that  I  shall  not  be 
absent  above  a  month  or  6  weeks  in  the  spring ;  a  little  before 
we  embark,  you  can'*t  fill  up  too  much  of  your  time  with  amuse- 
ments, it  is  cheerfulness  and  ease  that  will  prolong  your  life  and 
that  is  not  to  be  had,  but  in  some  well  suited  society.  We  that  are 
voungand  in  tlic  world  have  a  thousand  different  ways  of  emplo3ring 
ourselves  and  of  getting  through  our  time,  it  is  not  so  with  people 
more  advanced  in  yoai-s,  and  tliough  I  am  not  particularly  fond  of 
card:»  myself,  yet  I  think  they  are  rtyisonable  and  very  innocent 

^  Dr.  Geor^  Lavington^  Bishop  of  Exeter. 
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instiTunents  of  diversion ;  and  I  am  always  sorry  when  I  suffer 
m jMtf  to  oennire  en  tttertatmnent  tiiat  is  quite  hannkss,  purely 
beoum  it  u  not  to  nif  tute ;  my  nwiming  when  I  tpetk  upon 
that  poant  is,  that  joong  folks  should  be  canM  of  oigeging  in 
any  pursuit  that  may  sacrifioe  the  hours  of  their  improreinent, 
and  that  they  who  have  the  warmest  of  tempers  are  most  Vkdy 
to  push  into  excess  that  way,  as  in  all  things  else,  wliiVli  they  are 
bent  upon.  It  is  time  my  Lady  Grey  should  disaird  me  and 
take  a  younger  lover.  I  am  imily  not  worth  a  farthing  ;  but, 
however,  she  may  be  assured  that  I  am  now  as  much  in  love  with 
her,  as  with  any  woman  in  England,  a  &ct  that  i>he  seemed  to 
donht  the  last  time  I  mw  her. 

The  oompany  at  Beth  (by  yotir  aeooont)  may  admit  of 
some  increase  without  being  sensiUy  fdt ;  I  su|^MMe  they  hold 
out  pretty  well,  till  alter  CShristmas,  when  the  shows  in  the  capital 
begin  to  be  most  in  vogue,  and  it  is  fiwhionafaje  to  be  there. 

There  if?  a  widow  at  Bristol  who  has,  or  seems  to  have,  a 
kindnt^  for  the  Mnjor,  I  wish  she  may  prevail  with  hini  to  rest 
in  Iht  arms  from  his  military  labours.  Although  we  should  lose 
a  officer  by  the  retreat  of  our  Major,  yet  in  favour  of  one 
wliu  iias  an  fair  pretensions,  I  hope  she  will  take  liim  to  herself. 
But  it  is  a  doubt  with  me  whether  if  he  should  many  the  widow, 
he  could  be  broo^t  to  quit  the  serrioe. 

llaacwell*  dances  venuirkably  weD  for  a  man  of  his  unoommon 
sise.  I  suppose  he  is  much  liked  at  Bath,  for  I  daresay  he  is 
much  known — he  is  the  best  humoured  man  alive.  Poor  Heunis 
(alias  Bardolph)  had  such  a  cold  while  he  was  at  Bath^  that  he 
could  not  go  out  of  his  lodgings,  and  so  escaped  being  seen.  J 
have  so  many  letters  to  send  to  poor  subalterns  ?ind  recruiting 
officers,  that  I  can't  spai^  a  frank;  and  I  luive  no  much  to  do 
before  the  p«it  goes  out  that  I  must  make  an  end  with  wishing 
you  and  my  &ther  the  best  health.  My  duty  to  him. 
I  am«  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aUbetionate  son. 

Jam  I  WoLR. 

A  short  note  to  an  old  Mend  was  penned  a  few  days  later. 

To  CArXAIM  RlCSSOH. 

Exeter,  dik  Dwsmbgr,  1704. 
Dear  Rickson, — I  was  obliged  to  Governor  Trapaud  for 
intelligence  of  my  little  friend;  and  though  I  cannot  rejoice 
>  AiUfwrawU  lientanaat'Cokoel  Hmmilton  MtxwolL 
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much  in  your  present  situation,  yet  I  think  you  will  make  your- 
self and  your  acquaintance  easy  and  happy  wherever  you  aie. 
The  Governor  said  jou  intended  to  write ;  let  me  desire  you  to 
put  80  good  a  vesolve  into  quick  executioii,  and  tell  me  how  it 
fares  with  you  in  that  remote  quarter.  I  admire  the  goodness  of 
Providenoe  In  this  one  thing  (amongst  thousands  that  are  worthy 
of  admiration),  that»  in  whatever  situation  a  man  happens  to  be 
placed*  the  mind  is  so  framed,  that  it  worlcs  itself  out  some 
occupation  and  finds  something  or  other  to  make  a  pleasure  of ; 
supposing  that  no  distant  object  has  taken  violently  hold  of  one's 
affections,  or  that  we  are  unreasonably  bent  upon  some  absent 
imajE^ined  satisfaction.  Trapaud  thinks  he  is  mt  v  luippy  in 
having  you  with  him,  and  I  think  so  too.  Pray  how  do  you 
think  upon  the  matter  P  and  what  sort  of  life  do  you  lead? 

I  diaU  be  here  a  month  or  six  wedcs  limger,  wittiin  whidi 
time  I  hope  to  learn  good  tidingi  of  you  ficom  youiselC  I 
heartily  wish  you  welL 

I  am,  my  dear  friend, 

Your  affectionate  and  fiuthful  servant, 

Jamss  Worn 

When  the  Christmas  holidays  came  Wolfe  rode  over  to  Bath, 
where  both  his  parents  then  were,  and  spent  ten  days  with  them. 
Thither  came  tidings  of  Uie  death  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
and  the  consequent  suooession  of  his  Gokmel,  Lord  Bury,  to  the 
peefBge.  Aa  Lord  Albemarle  he  would  probably  have  sufficient 
influence  to  obtain  a  post  of  some  lueiative  nature,  and  mi^t 
the^fore  be  expected  to  relinquish  the  colonelcy  of  the  90th.  On 
the  3rd  of  January  Wolfe  was  back  again  at  Rougemont  Castle, 
where  he  found  a  letter  from  head  quarters  awaiting  him,  ordering 
him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  preside  at  a  court-martial  on 
board  the  fleet  at  Bristol. 

During  the  time  that  Wolfe  was  at  Bristol  attending  the  court- 
martial  which  sentenced  several  men  to  capital  punishment,  the 
weather  was  especially  severe,  and  the  trying  nature  of  his  duties 
had  its  natural  effect  upon  his  spirits  as  the  east  winds  had  over  his 
health. 

7b  HZ8  MOTHBB* 

Bristol,  1914  /atMiwy,  1753. 
Dear  Madam, — Folks  are  surprised  to  see  the  meagre,  con- 
sumptive^ decaying  flgure  of  the  sou,  when  the  fisbther  and 
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mother  preserve  such  good  looks ;  and  people  are  not  easily 
persuadwl  that  I  am  one  of  the  family.  The  campaigns  of 
1743,  -i,  G,  and  '7,  stripped  me  of  my  bloom,  aud  tiie  winters 
in  Scotland  and  at  Dover  have  broo^^t  ine  abo  to  old  age  and 
infirmity,  and  this  witfaoiit  aaj  nwnarkahle  mtempeiaaoe.  A 
few  yeaiB,  more  or  hm,  are  of  very  little  ooosequenoe  to  the 
eonmioii  nm  of  men,  and  therefore  I  need  not  lament  that  I  am 
perhaps  somewhat  nearer  my  end  than  others  of  my  time.  I 
think  and  write  upon  these  points  without  being  at  all  moved. 
It  is  not  the  vapours,  huf  a  dosire  I  have  to  be  familiar  with 
those  ideas  which  frighten  and  terrify  the  half  of  m^mh:ind  that 
makes  me  speak  upon  the  subject  of  my  dissolution. 

While  realizing  that  the  nature  of  his  oonatitixtion  waa  soch  as 
made  long  life  cxtvemdy  improbable^  at  the  aame  time  he  desired 
that  those  years  that  remained  to  him  shoold  be  of  nae  to  himself 
and  the  dmntry.  He  therefore  by  no  means  was  content  to  remain 
stationary,  and  die  at  home  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  on  the  retired 
list.  So  far  all  his  plans  for  further  advancement  had  been  baulked  ; 
but  there  was  still  another  way  and  this  occurred  to  his  friend 
Geneml  Mordaunt.  Ho  suggested  that  the  old  General  ^hould 
resign  the  colonelcy  of  Wolfe's  regiment  in  lavour  of  his  son  who 
would  settle  on  annuity  upon  his  sire.  But  James  did  not  ent^- 
tain  the  proposal  fovoorably. 

7b  HD  Fatbb. 

Bzetsr^  7A  FAruary,  1755. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  writ  to  Sir  John  Morfaunt  by  this  post 
to  decline  his  obliging  offers  of  service  with  thankfulness  and 
gratitude.  A  soldior^s  life  in  war  is  too  great  an  unrrrtainty 
for  you  to  hazard  -i  necessary  pai-t  of  your  inrome  u|)()ii.  I 
should  be  afraid  to  die,  more  than  is  natural,  if  it  left  my  parents 
unprovided  of  a  subsistence  depending  upon  my  life.  Beside, 
how  far  an  expensive  war  may  affect  the  funds  I  know  not.  Your 
better  judgment  upon  this  point  may  fomisb  you  with  reasons 
for  or  against  any  alteration  of  yoor  affiun.  Some  security 
there  should  be  for  my  mother  if  she  should  outliTe  yoii»  and 
mC)  and  the  poUio  credit,-^  things  in  my  mind*  not  altogeHier 
impossible. 

As  I  said  in  my  last  letter,  we  expect  to  go  on  board  the 
fleet,  and  'tis  a  service  that  we  all  like,  from  the  i!n[>ortance  of 
a  sucocee  at  sea,  to  which  we  should  be  happy  to  contribute  ever 
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ao  little.  I  know,  if  yoor  hoMx  and  linie  of  day  would  aUoir, 
you  irould  oflbr  ywu  servioei  to  the  good  old  J&ag.  He  will, 
hmnmr^  be  {deesed  to  iee  whet  Rmains  of  lus  fritfafol  old 

soldiers,  and  I  liope  you  now  and  tben  appear  with  the  rest» 
and  give  those  pioo&  of  your  attachmeiit.   Eausuie  the  freedom 

I  take  to  say  that  you  can''t  better  exert  your  strength  in  the 

spn'nfT  than  by  going  a  few  days  to  your  regiment,  to  look  at 
till  in  witli  a  cheerful,  friendly  facx^,  tmd  to  9ve  if  there  be  any- 
thiug  w  uit  ing  which  is  in  your  power  to  supply.  Such  an  at- 
tention pleases  the  troops,  and  must  be  acceptable  to  his  Ruyul 
Highness  the  Duke. 

I  am,  dear  SijCy  ela, 

J.  Worn 

For  some  weeks  he  had  been  warned  to  prepare  to  go  on  board  the 
fleet  for  service  at  sea.  But  although  he  held  his  men  in  readiness 
nothing  de6nite  airived.  Lt  thu  itate  of  mupense  theie  aeemi  to 
have  been  a  suflpidon  that  the  Twentieth  might  be  sent  to  America. 
Tbe  new  Earl  of  Albemarle  (Lord  Buiy)  had  obtained  the  oom- 
mand  of  a  troop  of  cavaliy,  and  the  Twentieth  was  now  witiumt  a 
Colonel.  Who  would  be  appointed  ?  At  this  juncture  his  mother 
wrote  him  that  his  uncle,  Major  Walter  Wolfe,  luid  a  plan  to  secure 
an  Bast  India  Company  appointment  whereby  he  would  be  ennblod 
to  do  his  nephew  a  good  turn.  What  if  Wolfe  had  been  induced 
to  serve  under  Clivers  banners  in  India  1 

To  ma  BfbiHBt. 

Sieler^  lltk  Fsbtuary,  IW. 
Dftaa  Madam, — We  are  in  expectation  of  sadden  orders  for 
some  service ;  what  it  is  we  know  not.  If  we  are  ordered  on  board 
the  fleet  eithor  to  cruise,  or  to  Virginia,  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessar}'  flutt  I  get  myself  famished  with  a  quantity  of  coarse 
shirts  ;  and  iiow  to  do  it  I  really  am  at  a  loss  to  know,  and  if  we 
were  to  take  the  field  I  should  be  wholly  ruined.  This  is  the  state 
of  my  affiurs, — I  am  eight  and  twenty  years  of  age,  a  Lieutenant- 
ooknel  of  Foot,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  master  of  fiftj 
pounds.  My  prepamtioiis  for  Minofoa  have  ran  meagroond 
and,  in  short,  I  am  so  diutnasod  that  I  feel  myself  a  little  uneasy, 
and  am  surrounded  with  miserable  devils  in  the  same  circum- 
stances, to  whom  a  battle  would  be  a  happy  event.  Don't  trouble 
yourself  about  my  room  or  my  bedclothes ;  too  much  care  and 
delicnry  at  this  time  would  enervate  me,  and  complete  the  de- 
struction of  a  tottering  conjstitution.    Such  as  it  is,  it  must  serve 
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me  now,  and  TU  make  the  best  of  it,  and  the  fittest  use  while  it 
holds. 

My  uncle  Wat's  scheme  is  either  vcrv  eximvjigant  or  a  very 
prudcuL  one.  If  my  imcle  meaos  to  mend  his  health  by  a  soft 
dimBte^  he  can'*!  take  a  better  method  then  i^t  jua  say  he 
proposeB.  If  bis  intentioDs  are  to  be  useful  to  noe,  I  canH  but 
think  myadf  highly  obliged  to  him ;  althou^  I  could  well  wish 
that  he  would  not  put  himself  out  of  his  way  upon  my  account 
as  it  will  not  answer  the  end  tliat  I  know  he  proposes.  TTiecase, 
aa  it  iq[>pearB  to  m^  is  this, — that  the  uncle  has  much  more  am- 
bition than  the  nephew,  nnA  that  he  has  a  better  opinion  of  me 
than  I  have  of  myself,  and  far  bottor  than  I  deserve.  He  wants 
that  1  should  make  a  ronsiHoniljlt  iigiire  in  our  profession;  and 
as  he  is  a  skilful  m:u)  him^vW  he  would  willingly  contribute  to  it, 
His  letters  are  all  calculated  to  auiiwer  that  end,  but  he  never 
mentioned  a  syllable  to  me  of  his  late  project.  If  he  had  I 
should  certainly  have  opposed  it. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  eta, 

J.  Worn 

Of  conr<;e,  Wolfe  had  merely  to  hint  to  his  jmrents  that  he  had 
pressing  oeeti  for  tnoiiey  in  case  the  espt  ( t< d  ordci"s  aimo.  to  reoeive 
instantly  a  prmnise  of  funds.  For  the  old  (Jeneral,  h?i\  irig  got  all 
his  arreaib  and  turned  a  pretty  peauy  in  tiie  usual  way  with 
regimental  commanders,  was  now  &irly  well-to-do. 

Ta  Bu  Fathbb. 

Biatar,  18^  Ibtrmrg,  17Mw 
DsAE  So,-— By  my  mother's  letter,  which  came  to  me  this 
morning,  I  find  that  your  bounty  and  liberality  keep  pace  (aa 
they  uroally  do)  with  my  necessities.   I  shall  not  abuse  your 

kindness,  nor  receive  it  mithankfuUy,  and  what  use  I  make  of  it 
shall  bo  for  yonr  honour  and  the  King^s  servire,  an  employment 
worthy  tiu  h.uul  tliat  gives  it.  I  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of 
asking  these  sort  of  iiupplies  from  any  foreigii  purse,  and  therefore 
should  have  been  more  distressed  without  your  assistance  than 
can  well  be  described.  I  would  not  wish  that  anything  should 
take  off  my  attentiim  from  the  most  important  parts  oi  my 
duty ;  nor  foA  myself  cramped  and  tied  down  by  the  narrow- 
nev  of  my  circumstances  at  the  time  when  the  thoughts  dbouM 
be  free  and  at  large.  If  a  man  be  ill  served,  or  ill  armed  in  the 
field,  he  is  depfived  of  the  necessary  aids  to  his  well-doing;  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


980  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 

that  spirit  will  guide  oLhers  but  inditlerently  which  bends  under 
its  own  wants.  I  shall  hiu^baud  your  gifts  with  discretion,  aiid 
be  gratefidly  mindfiil  of  yoor  goodiiMl. 

I  am,  dew  Sir,  ete., 

J.  Wous. 

Mn.  Wdlb  had  oonvejod  from  the  old  General  a  good  deal 
of  comiMl  fbonded  upon  his  oim  loog  e^jerienoe  in  ilie  eemoe; 
He  could  never  foig^  the  dinrtroiu  InumeBs  of  Carthagena  fifteen 
yean  before^  and  how  ill  the  oountzy  was  served  by  its  naval  com- 
manders, how  miserably  the  fleet  was  victoaUedy  and  the  other 
horrid  details  of  death  and  disease  which  sprang  from  incompetence 
and  niisniaiiagement.  Consequently  he  was  greatly  loath  to  let 
his  son  go  upon  such  a  service  if  any  other  were  honourably  to 
be  hml.  After  all,  the  veteran  was  not  to  be  blamed.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  old  school.  He  saw  little  as  yet  to  justify  confidence 
in  the  new.  Ifbreover,  he  liked  his  ease  and  did  not  bdieve  in 
coorting  diiBculties.  His  son  was  of  another  stamp:  he  was 
unhappy  when  at  his  ease ;  he  lejoloed  in  difficulties  and  haidihips 
if  th^  led  to  what  his  soul  craved 

To  HIS  MOTHSB. 

Dsam  Mapam, — May  I  be  permitted  to  say  that  my  firiher^ 
appidiensioa,  and  consequently  yoarB»  are  not  well  gvoundcd? 
He  was  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  hegimiing  of  the  war,  pteeeded 
hy  a  peace  of  thirty  years,  in  whidi  the  sea  officen  as  waU  as 

ours  had  almost  forgot  their  trade.  Matters  are  not  now  so 
cirrumstfinred.  and  there  are  many  comninnder^  in  the  fleet  who 
are  meu  of  high  courage  and  spirit.  Ixjt  ine  tuld  that  things 
were  inconveniences,  and  disagreeable  ones  at  his  time  of  life 
which  aix'  not  so  at  mine.  I  pi-  a  si  myself  that  we  are  likely  to 
do  our  country  good  service  by  goiug  on  board  the  fleet  The 
sickneoB  that  we  M  at  fiist  will  soon  he  over*  and  I  flatter 
mysd^  If  occasion  b^  that  we  shall  spur  them  on  to  their  doty. 
Ihe  success  of  our  fleet  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  Is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  we  shall  have  great  merit  in  contribut- 
ing ever  so  little  towards  it.  It  is  no  time  to  think  of  what  is 
convenient  or  agreeable ;  that  service  is  certainly  the  best  in 
which  we  are  most  useful.  For  my  pnT-t,  I  dfterniined  never  to 
give  myself  a  moment's  concern  about  the  nature  of  the  duty 
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which  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  order  us  upon  ;  anri  wliethor  it 
be  by  sea  or  hy  laiid  that  we  are  to  act  in  obedinu  c  to  his  com- 
niands,  I  ht)|)c  that  we  shall  conduct  ourselves  so  as  to  command 
— his  approbation.  It  will  be  suHicient  comfort  to  you  two,  as 
far  as  my  person  is  concerned,  at  least  it  will  be  a  reasonable  con- 
«ilaiioin»  to  reflect  that  tbe  Power  whidi  hu  hitherto  preocrvod 
meniAjyif  HbeHispleesun^ooDtmiie  to  do  so;  if  not,  that  is 
hut  a  few  days  or  a  few  yeais  more  or  leas,  and  that  those  who 
perish  in  their  duty,  and  in  the  service  of  their  countiy,  die 
hooonraUy.  I  hope  I  shall  have  resolution  and  firmness  enoqgb 
to  meet  every  appearance  of  danger  Mrithout  great  conoenv  sud 
not  be  over-solicitous  about  tbe  event. 

•  •••••• 

The  dogs  are  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows — yoi>  are  to  have 
Flurry  insieiid  oi  iioiiip,  and  Kuiop  is  to  be  given  to  Serg^uit 
Goodman  whenever  he  calls  for  her.  The  two  puppies  I  must 
desiie  you  to  keep  a  little  kmger,  till  I  can  dispose  of  them  so  as 
not  to  he  troaUMome  to  jon*  I  een^  part  with  either  of  them» 
but  must  find  good  and  secure  quartan  fbr  them  as  well  as  my 
jfriend  Gsesar,  who  had  great  merit  and  much  good  humour.  I 
have  given  Sancho  to  Lord  Howe,  so  that  I  am  now  reduced  to 
two  spaniels  and  one  pointer,  all  of  excellent  kinds.  Beckwith  is 
just  come  into  the  room.  He  always  puts  a  stop  to  my  writing  ; 
I  must  therefore  present  my  duty  to  my  Father. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  WoLFK. 

PS. — I  put  both  your  letters  mider  one  cover;  fhe  thanks 
that  are  due  to  one  are  due  to  the  other,  jfbr  your  Intentions  and 
kindness  to  your  son  are  aUke.  I  am  now  aUe  to  come  to  you, 
and  may  have  leave  for  eight  or  ten  days  perhapi.  Befbre  I 
could  not  undertake  the  journey  without  dreading  the  expense. 

Jemmy's  conduct  astonishes  me.  He  should  blnsh  to  be  nnv- 
where  but  at  his  colours  at  this  time.  A  young  Ueutenant 
loitenii^r  up  niul  flo\Mi  Greenwich  Park  !  If  he  belonged  to  us  I 
would  soon  bring  hi  in  to  quarters,  aiid  iind  iiiin  fail  employment. 
What  is  my  old  friend  about  ?  If  this  comes  to  be  known, 
Jcmmy^s  repntatum  nrast  waSkti  the  monthly  retoms  of  his 
rsgiment  wiU  publish  his  idleness.  Jack  is  of  other  mettl^  and 
has  good  need  of  it.  It  has  fallen  hard  upon  that  poor  lad ;  I 
wish  the  other  had  his  share.  Where  does  Jack  go  next?  He 
willhave  visited  ail  the  remote  oornerB  of  the  earth,  Ib^youll 
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tell  him  that  T  wish  him  wp]l,  \hnf  I  regret  his  hard  lot,  and 
that  I  sliouki  iiuve  been  much  pleaiied  to  have  seen  my  old  friend 
and  iM:houIfdlovv. 

The  "  Jack  ^  of  the  foregoing  was  indeed  of  good  mettle,  fbr  lie 
lived  to  be  General  John  StietODy  and  survived  until 

Wbile  WotUb  was  still  at  Eseter  expecting  (oSaa  to  embaik, 
he  bad  newa  fhat  his  M  friend  Biduon  had  letnined  ieom  Nova 
Scotia  and  had  been  sent  with  hia  regiment  to  Fort  Aiiguatm. 
Probably  no  letter  that  Wolfe  ever  penned  exhibits  the  fervour 

of  his  fHendship  or  his  professional  zeal  in  so  strong  a  light  as 
thxt  wliich  he  wrote  to  Rickson  in  answer  to  one  from  the  little 
Captain.^' 

To  Captain  Rickson. 

Entar*  7 A  Mmtk,  17M. 

Mt  dbak  ntnaiB^--Jiist  as  I  reeeived  your  letter  the  drum 
beat  to  arms,  and  we  have  been  in  a  bustle  ever  sinofti  Now 
that  it  has  become  a  little  calm  again,  I  will  gather  my  wits 
together,  and  collect  my  friendly  sentiments  (a  little  dispersed 
^ith  thf  sound  of  war,)  to  answer  it.  Be  so  good  for  the  time 
to  conic  to  presume  with  yourself  that  you  have  a  right  tn 
Com'N|  )()n(l  with  inc  whi  tiL\  er  you  please  and  as  often  ;  and  be 
persuaticnJ  that  you  cannot  do  mc  a  greater  pleasure  than  by 
writing  to  me.  I  want  to  persuade  you  that  neither  time,  nor 
distanoe,  nor  different  fbrtimes,  either  has  or  ever  will,  make  the 
least  altemtioD  in  mj  afiection  towards  jour  little  person ;  and 
lliat  in  all  probability  I  shall  die  as  muc&  your  friend  as  I  have 
lived,  wheUier  at  the  end  of  one  or  twenty  years,  of  wludi 
diiposition  in  me,  if  I  liad  opportunity  to  convince  you,  you 
would  have  sufficient  proof.  Tliough  I  know  how  reasonable 
and  philosophic  a  man  von  are,  yet  I  shall  not  n11ow  you  quite 
as  much  merit  as  I  would  to  another  in  your  situation.  The 
remembrance  of  Nova  Scotia  makes  Fort  Augustus  a  [wiradisc; 
your  sufferings  there  will  be  no  suiali  aid  to  your  contentment, 
for  nothing  cm  weU  happen  of  grerter  trud  than  what  you 
hBv«  already  overoomab 

Since  I  began  ny  letter  to  yoQ  yesterday,  tinreli  a  fiedi  and 
a  load  report  of  war.  More  ^ps  are  ordered  to  be  fitted  out ; 
and  we  must  expect  furth^  preparations  suited  to  the  greatness 
of  the  occasion.  You  in  the  north  will  be  now  and  thm 
alarmed.  Such  a  snniwsMon  of  erron,  and  such  a  strain  of  ill> 


Digitized  by  Google 


SCOTCH  GARRISONS 


258 


behaviour  as  the  last  Scotcli  war  (the  robollion  of  1746)  did 
produce,  can  hardly,  I  believe,  hv  nijilc  linl  in  history.  Our 
fiitiire  annals  will,  I  hope,  be  hiied  witli  more  stirring  events. 

\\  hat  if  the  garrisons  of  the  forts  had  been  under  the  orders 
of  a  prudent,  rejiolute  man  (yourself  for  instance)  would  not  they 
htm  fyand  msum  to  ttifls  the  nibeUion  in  ite  birth?  and  oaic^t 
not  they  have  acted  more  like  toldien  and  good  aubjeete  than  It 
appean  they  did?  1¥hat  mmld  have  been  the  efiecks  of  a 
sodden  march  into  the  middle  of  that  elan  who  were  the  first  to 
move  ?  What  might  have  been  done  by  means  of  hostages  of 
wives  and  children,  or  the  chiefs  themselves  ?  How  easy  a  small 
body,  unitofi,  prevents  the  junction  of  distant  corps :  and  how 
favourable  the  country  where  you  are  for  such  a  manoeuvre,  if, 
notwithstanding  all  precautions  they  get  together,  a  body  of 
troops  may  make  a  diversion,  by  laying  waste  a  country  tiiat  the 
mak  inhabitants  have  left,  to  prosecute  rebellious  sdieraes. 
How  soon  must  they  retam  to  the  defence  of  their  property — 
sDch  as  it  ia— their  wives^  their  ehiidren*  their  houses  and  their 
cattle? 

But  above  aU,  the  secret  sudden  night-raaieh  Into  the  midst 
of  them ;  great  patrols  of  50,  GO,  or  100  men  esdb,  to  terrify 
them ;  letters  to  the  chiefs,  threatening  fire  and  sword,  and 
certain  destruction  it"  they  dare  to  stir;  movements  that  seem 
mystLiHnis  tu  kf^ep  the  enemy's  attention  upon  you,  nud  their 
fears  uvvul^e  ;  tiiese  and  the  lilie,  whuli  your  experience,  reading 
mid  good  sense  would  point  out,  ore  means  to  prevent  mischief. 

one  was  to  aw  what  prepazatioiui  were  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  ferts»  I  believe  they  would  be  fauad  wiy  in- 
mffident  TboB  are  some  ihingi  that  axe  absoliitety  necessary 
fer  an  obstittaie  resistance — and  siidi  there  alwajs  should  be 
against  rebels— as  tool%  fescines,  turf  or  sods,  arms  fer  the 
breach  (long  spontoons  or  halberds),  palisades  innumerable; 
whole  trees  converted  into  that  use,  stuck  in  the  diteh  to  hinder 
an  assault.  No  one  of  these  ai'ticles  was  thought  (if.  either  at 
Fort  Augustus  or  Fort  George ;  and  in  short,  no  thing  wji.s 
thoue;ht  of  but  how  to  escape  from  an  enemy  most  worthy  of 
contempt.  One  vigorous  sortie  would  have  raised  the  si^  of 
Fort  AngostDS ;  100  men  would  have  nailed  up  the  faatteiy,  or 
earned  &  artilleij  mto  the  castle. 

I  wish  you  may  be  besieged  in  the  same  manner ;  you  wili 
put  a  speedy  end  to  the  rebellion,  and  fell  their  arms  in  the 
firrt  attempt;  let  Memtmt  cfe  Quitt  §e  mid  irh  mai  eomporti I 
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If  thc^c^s  war,  I  hope  the  General  in  the  North  will  not  disperse 
the  troops  by  small  parties,  as  has  been  practised  hitherto;  but 
rathri- iti.iko  choice  of  certain  good  stations  for  bodies  that  can 
deltiid  thf  }ns(  Ives,  or  force  their  way  lioiue  (to  the  forts)  if 
occasion  require  it.  At  Ligguii  Aciiadioni,  for  example,  Liiey 
sbould  build  a  strong  r^oubt,  surrounded  with  rows  of  paliaadeiy 
and  trees,  capable  to  oontain  900  men  at  least  Tliis  u  a  poit 
of  great  importanoe,  and  should  be  maintained  in  a  most 
determined  manner,  and  the  MacDonalds  mi^t  knock  their 
heads  against  it  to  very  little  purpose. 

Old  doting  Humphrey  ^  who  is  newly  married,  I  find  will  be  a 
good  deal  occupied  at  home,  and  fondly  no  doubt ;  m  you  must 
not  expect  much  aid  from  that  (|narter :  there's  oiir  weak  side. 

My  McPht^rson  should  bu\  e  a  couple  of  hundred  men  in  his 
neighbourhood,  with  orders  to  massacre  the  whole  clan  if  they 
show  the  least  symptom  of  rebellion.  They  are  a  war-like  tribe 
and  he  is  a  cunning,  resolute  fellow  himself.  They  should  be 
narrowly  watdied;  and  the  party  there  shoold  be  well 
commanded,* 

IWpaud  will  have  told  you  that  I  tried  to  take  hold  of  that 
fitmous  man  with  a  veiy  small  detadunent.  I  gave  the  sergeant 
ordem  in  case  he  should  sacceed,  and  was  attacked  by  the  clan 

with  a  view  to  rescue  their  chief  to  kill  hhn  instantly,  rchich  I 
concluded  rmnid  drmc  on  the  destniciion  of  the  detachment  and 
furnish  trie  with  a  suilicient  pretext  (without  waiting  for  any 
instructions)  to  march  into  their  country  oit  faurms  fait  main 
boMCy  sans  niLtrricorde.  Would  you  believe  that  I  am  so  bloody  ? 
It  was  my  real  intention,  and  I  hope  such  execution  will  be  done 
upon  the  first  that  revest,  to  teadi  them  their  duty  and  keep 
the  Highlands  in  awe.  They  are  a  people  better  go?enied  1^ 
fear  thiu)  fiivour. 

My  little  governor  talked  to  me^  some  time  ago,  of  a  pared 
of  musket -balls  that  belonged  to  us  which  he  offered  to  send  us. 
We  fire  bullets  continually,  and  have  great  need  of  them  ;  but 
as  I  forci»ee  much  difficulty  and  expense  in  the  removal,  I  wish 
he  would  bestow  them,  or  a  part,  upon  you  ;  and  let  me  recom- 
nu  11(1  the  practice,  you'll  soon  find  the  advnntacre  of  it.  Marksmen 
arc  nowhere  so  necessary  a^  in  a  mountainous  country;  besides, 
firing'  lialls  at  objects  teaches  the  soldiers  to  level  incomparably, 

'  Sir  Huiii|)}jrey  Blaud^  Commander-in«Chief  in  Scotland,  married  to  Mim 
Betty  Dalrvmple. 

'  Kvnn  M  Phirson,  of  Cluuy,  was  Lotd  Lovat's  son-iiiFlaw.  He  beosaia 

au  outlaw  lor  years  after  Culloden. 
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maLt-s  the  recniits  steady,  and  removes  the  foohsh  apprehension 
that  seizes  youno:  soldiers  when  they  first  load  their  arms  with 
buUcts.  We  fire,  iii^t  suigly,  then  by  files,  1,  2,  3,  or  more, 
then  by  maka^  and  Uitiy  by  platoont ;  and  €be  tbidicn  tee  die 
eifecia  of  their  ahat  eapedally  at  a  mark,  or  upoD  iraier.  We 
dioot  obllqudyy  and  in  dilfeient  sitaaftioiia  of  groand  horn 
bei^ts  downwaida  and  oomtnuywise.  I  ue  tlie  fieedmn  to 
mention  this  to  yoi]»  not  as  one  prescribing  to  another,  but  to  a 
friend  who  may  accept  or  reject ;  and  because,  possibly  it  may 
not  have  been  thought  of  by  yooT  commandaf  and  I  have 
experience  of  its  great  uhlity. 

I  have  not  been  in  London  all  this  winter.  If  the  state  of 
our  affairs  had  permitted  it,  I  should  certainly  have  waitetl  upon 
your  sister.  You  could  not  propose  a  thing  more  agreeable  to 
me;  for  I  think  I  mint  neoewuily  love  iJl  jonr  kindred,  at 
least  all  that  love  you.  I  hope  ahe  has  recowated  the  hurt 
oocaaioned  by  that  unlucky  aeddoit. 

Pray  ask  Trap  if  he  knowa'aaytfaing  of  Lady  Culloden,^  how 
she  is  as  to  health  ?  for  I  have  a  particolar  esteem  for  bar,  am 
obliged  to  her  for  civilities  shown  mc,  and  interest  myself  in  her 
welfare.  She  seemed,  poor  lady,  to  be  in  a  very  ill  state  of  health 
when  I  was  in  that  countiy. 

T  could  piibi.  my  time  very  pleasantly  at  Fort  Augustus  upon 
youi-  plan  and  with  your  assistance.  There  is  nu  suiitude  with 
afii^id. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  yoa  noir  and  then,  as  your  inclination 
pnmqitB  or  your  leisore  allowa ;  the  oftener  the  better.  I  wish 
you  all  manner  of  good,  and  am  truly,  my  dear  frigid. 

Your  fiuthfiil  and  affaetionate  Sorfant* 

J.  W, 

My  eompliments  to  M n.  Tcapand  and  the  Governor. 
I  was  intemipted  in  the  banning  of  the  letter,  and  tiiepoat 
came  in  from  Lcmdon  before  I  b^gan  afresh. 

Hie  second  paragraph  of  the  foUowing  is  significant  of  the 
vebtions  with  reg^  to  pecuniary  matten  snbiisting  between 
ikther  and  son. 

7b  BIS  Fathuu 

Sz8tar»  12  Manh,  1765. 
Dbab  So, — I  do  hope  that  a  proper  confidence  will  always 
subfist  between  ua.   I  Imve  no  interest  distinct  from  yuurs,  nor 

'  Mn*  Foiliea 
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many  passions  to  gratify,  or  if  I  have  any,  they  sliall  nlwRvs  be 
subservient  fo  vour  pleasure,  for  now  I  think  I  have  them  under 
pretty  good  cotnniand. 

Whenevei-  1  may  iiave  occasion  to  denire  the  aid  of  your  purse, 
it  will  goierilLy  be  wiili  a  view  to  do  yon  kowRir,  and  to  coifaile 
me  to  tetve  his  Majesty,  as  you  youndf  wodd  Mm  him.  If 
there  is  a  war,  I  must  either  rise  or  ttJl,  and  in  either  cue  am 
provided  for;  but  as  I  would  wiUin^j  enjoy  the  sociely  of  taj 
friends  without  being  troublesome  to  them,  I  should  rather  prefbr 
the  former,  as  the  means  of  doing  it|  and  having  as  yet  some 
little  relish  of  life. 

Three  Companies  of  Waldirrmve's  late  r('G:itn«it  ai  t  landed  at 
liideturd,  a  ship  with  the  remaining  se^  ii  (  ompHines  lost  her 
parage  by  running  on  shore  in  the  harbour  of  Corke,  but  by  the 
latter  end  of  August  I  hope  they  will  be  over. 

It  seems  H.£h.  the  Dnke  looks  apon  Gnlisle  end  Berwick 
as  pUnes  of  great  importanoe.  CSiaiies  DeselotMsnx  is  made 
Lt*  Govenior  of  one^  and  Billy  Billing*  of  our  regiment 
is  fort  Major  of  the  other.  Officers  of  equsl  skill  and 
capacity,  and  entirely  calculated  for  an  obstinate  and  vigoraas 
defence. 

The  promotions  in  your  regiment  and  the  removal  of  Wright 
art  ninrks  of  the  Duke's  rroodness,  and  great  proofs  of  his  ex- 
cellent Mii-e.  It  is  a  .^oinirl  piece  of  politics  to  put  the  Lioops 
in  good  humour  beiore  a  war,  and  to  keep  them  altcrwards  so 
by  rq)eated  acts  of  justice  and  kindness.  The  affecticms  of 
nUlitaiy  men  are  easily  won^  and  as  easily  kept ;  they  only  ask 
regular  preferment  and  to  be  treated  with  common  hnmsnity, 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Moidannt  very  lately  in 
which  he  mentions  his  having  seen  you  aft  Court,  and  I  hope  he 
win  see  you  there  again  before  long. 

Admiral  Mostyn  told  me  that  Dockland's  Ro^rijumt  rtnd  ouTS 
were  intended  for  the  fleet.  I  had  like  intcjligence  Ironi  l^uiidon  ; 
and  till  very  lately  was  fully  priNnulf  <1  of  the  truth  of  it. 
Musketry  tliev  must  have,  and  ti!l  inai  iiils  are  raised  or  the  Irisli 
Regiment  augiueuied  I  shall  tlimk  iL  very  possible  that  they 
may  make  use  of  ns. 

The  two  letters  that  I  enclose  under  your  cover  are  for  two 
friends  as  yon  see  by  the  directions.  I  do  not  know  where 
Allen  now  is,  nor  how  to  direct  to  him,  therefore  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  send  it  to  his  mother  and  desire  her  to  take  the  trouble 
to  forward  it. 
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I  beg  my  duty  to  mjr  mother  and  with  wishes  for  your  wel£u'e, 
cease  to  write, 

I  ani,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  aiTectionate  son, 

Jam:  Wolfs, 

Wc  have  excessive  cold  weather  heie»  I  am  afraid  it  is  still 
more  severe  to  the  eastward. 

Till  Marines  are  raised  reminds  us  that  the  old  corps  of 
Marines  had  been  laigely  disbanded  at  the  Peace  of  1748. 


s 
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The  orders  impatiently  expected  by  the  Twentieth  and  ita 
LieiittiiiiTit-Coloncl  never  came.  For  them  there  was  to  be  no  fight- 
ing ju^t  yet,  but  instead  they  were  notifi^  that  they  must  shift 
quarten  ihnn  Ex»ter  to  Wlncliealer.  Hiitber  on  Maroli  S6  sniired 
Wolfe  and  his  men,  the  regiment  still  without  a  colonel,  the 
fippouitment  not  yet  having  been  gaiettadL  Sudi  of  his  fiiends 
as  had  access  to  the  King  and  Com  1 1  jandcr-in-Chief  ui^ged  the  justice 
of  appointing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wolfe  to  the  vacant  post,  but 
the  King  seems  to  have  thought  him,  as  ever,  "  too  young.*"  If 
only  war  were  declared  Wolfe  felt  confident  he  could  make  his 
way. 

To  HIS  MOIBBB. 

Winchester,  26  March,  1755. 

Dear  Madam, — I!^pon  my  arrival  here  yesterday  I  found  vonr 
letter  and  I  found  a  very  unsAtisfactory  account  of  your  health 
in  it.  The  wcuther  has  been  so  uncommonly  sharp,  that  I 
feared  it  would  ailect  you,  and  you  have  the  misfortune  to  feel 
all  the  changes  and  rodenass  of  climate  that  this  oountiy  ia 
subject  to.  I  can  xeoommend  nothing  to  you,  hut  the  same 
course  that  you  haw  hitherto  pursued ;  to  be  good  and  leligioUB 
is  the  only  means  of  quieting  the  mind  under  irront  afflictions, 
we  have  no  other  comfort  here  below,  nor  anything  else  worth 
our  regard.  A  little  more  stirring  in  fair  weather,  and  in  a 
light  machine,  if  you  had  one,  mic^ht  help  you;  but  the  house 
and  a  great  chair,  is  death  or  a  life  of  n)i.sery. 

We  are  impatient  to  know  whether  peace  or  war  is  resolved 
on.  If  the  latter,  as  we  suppose,  the  troops  will  probably 
encamp  very  soon,  to  be  ready  for  all  purposes.  In  either  case 
I  most  go  to  London  fm  a  few  days  to  settle  my  affairs,  and 
then  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you. 

The  Blarines  you  speak  of,  if  they  do  raise  any,  will  be  put 
into  Companies  of  100  men  each,  and  not  into  regiments  as  the 
newspapers  have  proclaimed^  and  these  Companies  are  to  have  a 

2M 
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field  officer  to  inspect  them,  and  a  Lieut.  Col.  or  Major  to  eveiy  ten 
or  twelve  Companies.  The  whole  body  of  Marines  will  be  under 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  and  entirely  out  of  our  way.  But 
do  you  imagine,  if  refjifuents  were  raised  that  I  should  have  any, 
the  least  ehanrr  to  sii  f  t  rd,''  All  niv  hope  of  succt  >^  nmst  be 
groujificti  upon  lii^lit  and  jii5d:  pretensions.  I  must  itrve  and 
serve  well  or  1  cannot  get  forward ;  for  who  will  be  at  the 
trouble  to  sohdt  for  me  out  of  pure  friendship  P  No  man  will 
ask  sodi  a  fkvotir,  but  whore  be  pioiDises  himself,  and  eipects 
someUniifp  in  return. 

I  thank  yoa  for  all  your  kindnesses^  and  for  the  pains  yon 
bestow  upon  ma  I  shoold  be  sorry  if  it  brought  the  least 
distress  upon  you,  or  even  cramped  your  fOTnpnssionate  and 
generous  disposition.  1  have  but  a  little  while  longer  to  iDe 
troublesome  to  you,  a  war  of  two  or  three  yeaiN  will,  I  hofX"* 
(f]ioiiL;ti  I  do  not  it  for  my  own  sake,  at  the  public  hazard 
and  expciiiie)  improve  my  circumstances. 

The  sergeant  I  broi^ht  from  London  does  not  please  nie ; 
if  yoa  hear  by  dianee  of  a  good  honest  groom  or  a  sarvant  that 
can  dress  a  wig,  I  pray  you  let  me  know.  I  tiwu^t  I  had  1^ 
a  stock  with  yon — *tiB  what  I  have  most  occasion  for  at  present, 
as  mine  are  actually  worn  to  threads.  I  am  a  good  deal  out  of 
rqiair. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

Jam:  Wolr. 

At  last  tbe  blow  fell  :  l  ord  Albemarle  had  hintefl  thftt  tlir  rr  rj. 
ment  was,  to  go  to  General  1  uwke.  nt  IfHst  ui  ollicer  of  rank,  lb-  now 
learnt  to  his  discomfiture  that  1  it  nt  Liiuiit-Colonel  Phihp  Honey- 
wood,  a  man  of  wealth  and  boasting  a  good  deal  of  political  influence 
had  carried  off  the  prise,  being  gasetted  April  8, 1765.^  WoUe  took 
this  not  a  little  to  heart,  and  for  a  moment  entertained  a  plan  for 
resigning  his  commission  if  he  could  not  prociu^  the  boon  of  fore^ 
service.  It  was  at  Basingstoke  that  Lord  Albemarle  told  me. . , . 
I  thought  it  ma  a  little  offensive.  ...  It  has  indeed  saved  me 
some  pains  and  some  expense,  and  I  may  jog  on  in  ooe  of  the 
easiest  posts  in  the  army  and  sleep  and  grow  fat." 

War  with  France  was  loonn'jig  upon  the  horizon :  no  man  could 
tell  whether  the  cloud  would  be  dispersed  or  not.    Nominally  the 

*  "  Honeywood  waa  removed  in  May  the  year  following  to  the  9th  Dragoons. 
He  rose  to  the  rank  of  general,  and  was  mauj  yesn  Qovtanam  of  Hull,  M.P. 
for  Appleby^  and  died  in  1786."— Wright 
a  a 
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two  nations  had  been  ai  pence  since  1748,  but  in  the  far-flung 
empires  of  both  their  subjects  and  armies  had  too  many  causes  of 
dispute  to  i-emain  tranquil.  In  Intlia  and  North  America  they  were, 
and  had  been,  constantly  flying  at  each  othcr''s  throats,  and  Wolfe 
matehfld  Uiae  enooontefB  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  earth  with  a 
fediag  that  tfaeie^  if  aU  other  diaiifiesiiul^  Tlioae 
bloody  rivalries  would  never  pemumeDtly  be  aUajed  bat  fay  some 
cmdiiog  vicfcoiy  and  defeat.  For  the  moment  in  India  tiieie  wa< 
a  tniee.  The  policy  of  France,  so  far  as  Canada  was  concemedyWas 
to  connect  the  two  great  territories  of  Canada  and  Louisiana,  now 
separated  by  a  thousand  leagues  of  plain  and  forest,  by  a  chain  of 
forts,  winning  the  intervening  territory  from  the  British  colonists 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

In  1752  the  Marquis  Du(juesnc  appeared  on  the  s<'ene.  His 
oixki-Ji  were  to  aneiit  the  pretensions  oi'  the  Enghsh  to  the  Ohio 
and  Western  region  and  debar  them  from  trade  there.  The  new 
governor  began  by  dispatching  a  force  of  Canadian  Militia  to  boild 
a  French  fort  on  Lake  Erie  and  other  posts  elsewheie.  When  this 
aggnwive  policy  was  observed  by  the  Indians,  who  admire  vigmnr 
and  courage,  they  were  led  naturally  to  range  themsdives  on  the 
side  of  the  FrendL  During  the  next  few  yean  battles  and  skir- 
mishes for  the  supremacy  of  the  Ohio  region  were  frequent,  and  it 
is  during  tliis  period  that  we  first  licar  of  a  youthful  Viiginian 
whf>«<e  name,  like  Wolfe's,  was  destinwi  to  be  world-famous.  This 
Wits  George  Wasliingtou,  who,  five  ye^irs  VVolfe'*s  jimior,  hati,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Seven  Years'*  War,  been 
appointed  adjutant  of  the  Provincial  troops,  and  in  1754  com- 
manded a  regiment  against  the  FVench  at  Fort  Doquesne.  In  the 
Braddock  disaster  in  the  following  year  he  was  the  only  aide  not 
killed  or  wounded^  although  two  hmses  were  shot  under  him. 
Braddockls  defeat  made  conflict  on  a  large  scale  in  North  America 
inevitable. 


To  HIS  FATmCB. 

\\'iii'  !i(.stL'r,  ^Hh  April,  17.n>. 

Dkar  Sir, — Now  that  we  have  a  Colonel  wiio  will  perhaps 
think  it  his  duty  to  be  sometimes  with  his  Kegiment,  niy  prison 
will  be  a  little  enlarged.  CoL  Honeywood''8  being  put  to  this 
Regiment  is  no  compliment  to  me^  as  I  shall  ezplajn  to  yon 
heneafter.  If  the  like  civilities  are  done  in  time  to  come^  Uicy 
will  likewise  be  obliged  to  find  out  a  new  Lieut  Colonel ;  for  as 
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I  hare  told  my  Lord  Albemarle,  I  am  resolved,  I  sban^t  serve  cmt 
moment  lon|!:er  tlian  I  can  do  it  ^^nth  honour,  if  I  should  starve. 
You  arc  not  fn  inifloT-stand  by  this  that  I  expectetl  fo  siireeed 
liOrd  Albemarle.  I  knew  that  was  impossible,  and  I  had  no 
right  to  ask  it ;  but,  however  I  am  not  at  all  ple^used  with  what 
ha8  happened  ;  aud  yet,  I  have  no  objection  to  Col.  Honeywood ; 
whkh  frill  mdM  It  periiapi  moaee  mjfsteilout, 

I  am  going  to  Fortanoulih,  to  ne  the  fleet,  and  to  see  bow 
tbeir  andion  hold  in  a  haven;  fat  the  wind  rages  mort 
violently,  I  think  they  should  put  us  an  board,  ingtead  of  the 
800  recruits  that  are  orderM  under  the  name  of  a  Regiment  of 
Foot  You  need  not  take  notice  to  anybody  of  what  is  said  on 
the  other  ade.   I  wish  you  health  and  all  manner  of  good. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  etc., 

JaML  WOLFIC 

7b  BD  BfOlHBB. 

Wimteter,  Apr.  im,  VIS&. 

Dbae  MaPAMt  .  .  .  Little  Bomp  is  oome  and  pretty 
oeatore  die  li.  If  you  would  have  me  keep  her  in  preference 
to  Flimy,  I  can  do  it,  and  joa  may  have  her  again  whoi  yon 
get  rid  of  the  rest,  which  shall  be  soon.  Capt.  Boiamgon  was  eo 

good  to  take  a  stock  for  a  pattern ;  it  is  hanUy  broiul  enough — 
but  as  the  buckle  is  nanow  I  must  be  satisfied,  till  I  can  get  a 

new  oTie.  .  .  . 

W  e  are  soon  to  he  reviewed,  and  afterwards  i  may  have  a 
fortnight's  leave  to  wait  u])on  yon,  proNified  we  don't  eneamp 
immediately.    It  is  diflicult  to  miy,  whether  there  will  or  will 
not  be  a  war ;  the  Frendi  will  determine  that,  as  they  please, 
it  suits  their  interest  or  convenience. 

If  yon  arm  yoursdf  with  philoeophy»  yon  are  mistress  of  all 
events;  I  have  a  natural  indcdenoe  of  temper,  that  he^  me  in 
some  cases ;  but  I  have  too  much  impatience  jfor  mndh  sharp  patn. 
Will  yoa  eicuse  the  shortness  of  my  letter,  I  am  interrupted 
by  the  coming  in  of  Offieei-s.  My  duty  to  my  FalliCT.  I  wish 
you  both  well  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  afiectiooate  son, 

J:  WoLFli. 

FS«-^I  have  been  at  Fortsmoulhy  or  should  have  answered 
your  letter  sooner* 
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Wolfe  was  still  a  passionate  dog-lover,  and  hu  letten  are  full 
of  reference  to  his  canine  friends. 

To  HIS  MOTBKB. 

Winchester,  Saturday ^  April         17 US. 

Dear  Madam, — Lord  Albennarle  has  desired  to  have  one  of 
Elurry's  puppies ;  I  have  told  him  to  take  th  dioioe,  and  thaty 
which  he  pitches  upon  will  he  delivered  upon  dcmaiid «  I  am 
many  dcga  in  hiB  deht,  and  owe  him  this  return ;  will  jou  be 
pleased  to  give  orders  that  the  puppy  his  Lordship  demands 
may  he  delivered  to  his  servant  ?  There  is  a  musket  belonging 
to  the  regiment  that  Goodman  should  have  called  for.  When- 
ever lie  or  any  person  belonging  to  the  regiment  or  in  the 
re^nnient's  name  asks  for  that  firelock,  I  desire  it  may  be 
deii\ere<l  to  the  person. 

I  am  afraid  the  cook  gives  the  dogs  too  much  meat ;  Hesh  is 
a  very  dangerous  food  for  dogb,  and  spoils  their  noses.  While 
Ball  eats  his  dinner,  the  coachman,  or  one  of  the  servants  might 
lock  up  the  spaniels,  and  give  them  a  little  pot  liquor  and  bread, 
or  milk,  or  oatmeal  and  water:  servants  think  that  a  dog  is 
never  well  fed,  unless  he  gets  scraps  of  salt  be^,  pork,  etc. — 
whereas  these  strong  victuals  are  certain  destructtoo,  and  thqr 
should  never  want  water.  I  know  you  like  these  poor  creatures, 
otherwise  I  would  not  vcntui^e  to  trouble  you  with  so  much  upon 
the  subject.  Sir  John  Monhuint  reviews  our  regiment  next 
Wednesday — and  awhile  hence,  \\v  are  to  liave  that  honour  done 
us  by  H.K.II.  the  Duke,  an  honour  that  every  regiment  in 
England  will  partake  of. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  pay  you  a  short  visit  in  the  bc^ginning 
of  May,  and  I  hope  to  find  you  both  in  such  a  state  of  health  as 
will  allow  you  to  enjoy  that  fine  season.  I  always  wish  you  well, 
and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

Jam:  Woutb. 

In  view  of  the  existence  of  war,  even  though  he  may  not 
partici^Mite,  Wolfe  is  very  restless. 

To  HIS  MOTHBB. 

Freefolk,  Id  Mag,  17M. 
Dkae  Mabah, — ^You  will  be  a  little  surprised  to  find  my 
letter  dated  from  hence,  and  you  will  be  apt  to  wonder  what  I 
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am  doin^  so  far  from  my  duty  and  from  my  quarters  ;  hnf  our 
review  i.^  over,  and  my  friend  Sir  John  did  me  the  liuauur  to 
invite  me  here  for  a  diay.  He  sets  out  for  the  west  country  to- 
DKxrrow ;  and  I  ictnm  to  my  odoon.  We  m  but  fourteen 
milei  fioni  Windwtter.  BIr.  HiNMjwood  has  consented  to  me 
being  ten  days  or  a  fiirtnli^t  •at  liberty;  wbidi»  if  yotfU  give 
leave,  diall  be  chiefly  passed  with  you ;  and,  as  I  have  sonie 
busineas  to  settle  in  London,  the  eonveniency  of  water-carriage, 
or  my  own  horse,  will  ^Militate  my  movements  from  Blackheath 
to  that  great  ( npital. 

I  intend  to  set  out  from  Winchester  on  iSundav  or  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  with  you  the  second  day.  I  have  been  ol)Hged 
to  turn  away  one  of  my  servants,  and  have  taken  neces^iiary 
measures  to  be  supplied  with  another*  If  a  groom  or  other 
domestic  abouid  enquire  pray  let  him 

know  when  he  may  expect  to  see  me.  We  have  been  very  gay 
at  Winchester  till  more  serious  matters  call  for  our  closer  att«id- 
anoe,  though  the  place  is  in  itself  dull  and  melancholy  enough, 
yet  five  or  six  and  twenty  yoimg  military  men  are  calculated  to 
enliven  it.  Mr.  Guiguer  lives  within  six  miles  of  the  city,  in 
a  well  furnished  .snug  little  house,  .ukI  in  a  pretty  country.  I' 
have  made  liiin  two  visits,  and  have  louncl  hini  a  most  hospitable 
and  cheerful  laadioixi,  and  his  lady  a  very  agreeable  person. 
The  people  in  general,  both  of  WmdieBter  and  the  country 
round  about,  are  extremely  civil  and  obliging;  and  but  iot  the 
burthen  of  so  many  soldierB  upon  particular  houses,  we  should 
be  quite  happy  in  our  present  cantonmoits.  The  change  to 
Bladdieath  wUl  be  to  nu  (notwithstanding  these  advantages)  a 
very  desirable  one;  and  what  I  most  hope  for  is  to  find  you 
both  in  perfect  health  and  felicity.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  &ther, 
and  am,  dear  Madam. 

Your  most  obedient  and  aliectiouatc  i^on, 

J.  WOLFB. 

To  HIS  Fatueb. 

DsAn  So,— If  I  had  not  nunhkd  from  place  to  place,  you 
diould  have  heard  from  me  socaer.  I  owe  you  a  particular 
letter  of  thanks  for  rdieving  me  out  of  trouble  and  distress, 
and  for  putting  me  in  a  state  of  more  comfort  and  ease 
for  the  time  to  come.  I  shall  not  take  up  much  of  your 
attention  by  long  and  tedious  acknowledgements,  but  I  am 
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glad  to  feel  myscli  iiuppy  by  your  means,  and  I  have  a  pleasure 
in  owning  it. 

Some  of  IIS  lunre  been  at  Stewart**!  review,  end  wore  wdl 
enotigli  entecteiiied*  I  retuni  ^ohooitow  to  TV^indbortor ;  tiiere 
I  shall  wait  Bfr.  HonefWDod*s  comings  end  then  retiie  to  Soutibp 
anpton,  and  try  to  wash  away  the  scurvy  with  salt  water. 

The  aflfairs  of  my  family  are  a  little  disordered  by  John^s 
misfoHnnos  lio  is  so  confoundedly  ill  that  T  was  forced  to  pnt 
him  in  our  regimental  hospital,  that  hx  )night  not  drop  to 
pieces — by  good  luck  1  found  a  fellow  of  charact^  to  serve  me 
during  his  illness. 

The  Duke  reviews  the  Inniskilling  Dragoons  to-morrow  ;  and 
next  wetk  Stewartls  and,  they  say,  Skiltoii's ;  yom  and  oun  are 
not  yet  talked  o£ 

Sir  J.  Mofdemit  detivei  hb  compliments  to  you,  and  to  my 
mother.   I  wish  you  both  all  satisfaction,  and  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  alfectioiiate  son. 

Jam:  Wouns. 

7b  Hlfi  MOTHSB. 

H  iiichej^ter,  Juiie  I2fh,  17.W. 

DuAtt  Ma  BAM, — I  have  heard  of  a  pacing  horse,  that  a  iady 
sold  to  a  fanner,  becausse  it  paced — the  creature  is  said  to  be 
(^uiet,  and  sound  and  good  buiuoured.  Have  you  any  objection 
to  a  pacing  hovm  F  beoaose  I  am  to  see  bim  not  wedk,e]id  if  be 
isweQ  and  I  like  bim — shall  buy  him  for  you  and  send  bim  up. 
If  tihis  does  not  do^  lurtber  enquiry  shall  oe  made^  and  I  woo^ 
rest  till  yon  are  properly  mounted. 

Tbe  shortness  of  my  letter  is  a  proof  that  I  am  in  the  middle 
of  business.  I  wish  you  both  wdl,  and  with  my  duty  to  my 
father,  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  ailectionatc  son, 

J.  WoLFiS. 

TbHisMoianu 

WiadMslar,  JIait  17M. 
Dbab  Madam, — My  first  business  bere^  was  to  enquire  about 
your  horse,  whidi  unluckily  turns  out  to  be  a  mare,  and  bfoken 

winded  :  if,  with  these  disadvantages,  jrou  would  choose  to  have 

her,  she  shall  be  sent  imTTicdiatcly  to  London  by  the  carrier :  but, 
ns  T  Rnppose  she  will  not  be  tit  for  your  purpose,  I  shall  my 
best  endeavours  to  get  one  that  wilL   Guiguer,  and  other 
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acquaintances  may  help  mc  out.  I  intend  to  writo  to  mv  fnther 
in  a  very  short  time  ;  and  am  now  going  to  t^outhunipton  to 
regulate  the  affairs  of  niy  Coinpaiiy  and  of  the  Detachment.  I 
return  from  thence  to  Winchtister  again  on  my  way  to  iicuding, 
where  Stewarts  Regt.  is  to  be  reviawed  by  Sir  J.  Moidaunt 
€n  TVxeday  next :  I  met  lum  hf  eoddent  at  Steinea,  and  be 
flaminoiMd  me  to  aUmd  bin  «l  this  fiunous  reviev. 

I  am  to  be  two  days  at  Freefidk,  and  come  back  wHb  Sir 
John,  who  is  going  to  hb  new  home  near  SonthaiTiptoTi.  Gd. 
Honeywood's  brother  is  very  near  his  end,  tlie  Col.,  1  auppott, 
will  try  to  spc  him  before  he  diV"^,  ho  is  now  at  Bn.\h. 

We  '-liali  execute  a  deserter  next  week,  which  tiiou^b  a  neces- 
s  iiy  si  gilt  is  yet  a  very  dismal  one.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my  &ther 
and  am,  dear  Madaui, 

Your  obalient  and  affectionate  son, 

J.  Wom 

Hw  evils  whidi  Kngliwhmen  then  iqjpnhcDded  from  war  is 
well  bm^t  home  to  tie  in  the  following. 

7V>  me  MoiHKB. 

Winchester,  20<A  June,  17'*>n. 

Dear  Madam, — I  do  not  ktiow  what  news  may  be  stirring  in 
the  great  world,  but  we  have  none  that  is  l^ad.  Onr  fleet  is  now 
more  formidable  than  the  fleet  of  England  ever  was,  and  as  the 
r^ments  are  growing  every  day  more  and  more  complete,  I 
don^  apprdiend  that  there  ia  the  least  ebadow  of  danger  to  the 
ioland  this  campaign* 

'What  I  most  appfrehend,  and  what  is  veiy  well  worlfa  oiir 
thooj^brti^  is  the  exceanve  ezponse  that  a  war  creates  to  the 
English  nation.  This  expense  has  already  involTed  us  so  deqi 
in  debt  that  we  have  not  much  more  credit,  and  consequently 
must  give  up  the  funds.  Bank,  ctr.,  wlifTtrvrT  tho  mrnns  of 
raising  fresh  supplies  fail.  This  considci hIIoh  .should  determine 
every  thinking  mm  (wlicu  war  is  declaretl)  to  divide  at  least  his 
substance  aiul  take  the  first  favourable  opportunity  to  secure 
something  upon  land,  for  bis  family  in  am  the  other  portion 
should  be  lost  in  Ihe  public  ndn.  It  is  no  doubt  a  little 
troobhsoBse  to  begin  late  in  life  to  manage  estates,  espedally 
great  ones,  but  a  small  matter  by  way  of  security  of  two  or  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  is  notyncn:'  can  be,  very  inconvenient 
and  I  thinJi  I  omikl,  with  the  hd|i  of  Aieods,  find  oat  a  purchase 
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of  that  sort,  that  would  be  no  burthen.  I  do  heai-tilv  >xdvise 
this  measure  for  your  jmrticular  s^ifety.  My  fatlier's  regmient  is 
certainty  for  him,  and  my  tratle  will  always  subsi^i  mc  in  exigen- 
cies, and  (sad  it  is  to  confess  it)  rather  mends  by  the  distress  of 
others,  than  falls  off.  A  war  is  of  most  uncertain  conclusion, 
and  ihe  <iwmftm1g  of  monejr  prod^oiu  while  ii  lasts.  All  private 
acooimts  should  be  deared,  and  we  should  not  become  responsible 
for  other  iiieii''s  affidts,  when  our  own  are  so  precarious. 

I  have  been  here  since  Monday  at  the  races,  where  there  never 
was  less  sport  in  the  horse  way,  but  that  defect  is  a  good  deal 
made  amends  for  by  the  vivacity  of  the  other  entertainments, 
which  the  people  here,  and  I  suppose  everywhere  i2:ive  intOy  as 
if  no  danger  hung  over  us,  nor  no  war  was  to  be  feared. 

I  have  danced  incessantly,  and  mend  upon  it,  which  will  en- 
courage me  to  be  more  the  servant  of  the  sex  upon  these  occasions 
than  I  have  hitherto  been. 

I  would  have  ycu  persevere  in  riding,  as  the  most  salutary  of 
aU  ezerciseS)  and  the  very  best  of  all  remedies  for  ill  health. 
Have  you  two  horses  ?  How  are  you  provided  ?  for  there  is  a 
growth  of  little  cattle  here  that  might  j)roduoe  something  to  fit 
you.    I  have  countermanded  the  pacing  horse. 

T  am  going  once  more  to  Portsmouth  to  enjoy  the  dreadful 
though  pleasing  sight  of  our  mit^'hty  navy.  The  Marines  are  in 
full  exercise  to  be  ready  to  go  on  boards  and  relieve  the  regiments 
of  Foot  now  at  Spithead. 

My  duty  to  my  father ;  you  have  botli  niy  best  wishes  and 
I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

J.  Wolfe. 

On  the  whole  he  was  having  a  pleasant  and  entertaiuing 
holiday. 

To  HIS  Fatmeb. 

Wincliostpr,  20(h  June,  \7^^- 
Dear  Sib, — I  can't  get  my  Colonel  bick  to  his  QnaT-tcTs,  and 
therefore  canH  reside,  as  I  should  Avish  to  do  (for  rooting  out  the 
scurvy),  at  Southampton.  I  have  tried  the  Water  and  the  Bath 
by  way  of  experiment,  and  liiid  that  they  entirely  answer  my 
ezpectatioQSy  hot  I  am  not  able  to  persevere  regularly  in  the  use 
of  *em. 

I  have  been  at  Portsmouth  latdy,  and  diall  go  there  again 
to-moixow.  The  Duke  is  expected :  and  the  show  will  be  most 
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mn^ificent  ;  it  is  one  of  those  military  scenes  that  should  not  be 
ne^lerttxl.  I  hope  II.U.II.  will  not  \)c  displetustxl  with  two  or 
three  of  m  for  leaving  our  quarters  upon  su€h  an  extraordinary 
occasion. 

Guiguer  invited  me  to  dinner  last  lliursday  ;  and  I  eiigag'd  to 
go,  if  it  waa  m  1117  power ;  but  buaiiiai  carried  me  &r  awaj«^I 
haar  he  ivatted  dnmer  for  me,  ^Mdk  I  am  grieved  at ;  may  I 
deriie  the  fimmr  of  yoa  to  malu  an  apology  ^  me,  If  ymi  ftt 

as  probably  you  wiU.  I  would  not  ofiend  him  for  aoy  eonsideia- 
tion,  as  he  haa  treatc<l  me  with  the  utmost  dviliiy  and  kindnw. 

T  have  some  letters  from  Braddock'.s  army,  givint^  a  very 
fri\oiirahle  account  of  the  (rrTirrars  yirofrctlings,  and  of  his 
good  b<  Imvioiu"  to  the  People  nnder  hts  command;  this  gives  me 
high  htjpcs  uf  his  success,  if  Baron  Dieskau  does  not  arrive  in 
time,  with  his  succourb,  tu  i>top  the  progress  of  our  Aims. 

Our  al&in  hi  tiie  East  Ladies  axe  ttpoD  the  dedine.  At  I2ie 
expliatioD  of  the  truoa  ibr  three  moDtha>  it  is  euppoeed  that 
beetilities  will  be  rmewed  with  as  mudi  violence  as  ever.  Our 
military  ocoioeiiis  are  under  th(>  gm'danee  of  a  wry  {xxir  ina^^- 
fioa&t  officer,  and  the  death  of  Scott  (confim'd  in  theee  last 
acrounts)  is  an  irreparable  damage  to  the  Indian  Army. 

BockianrVs  rogiment  is  to  disembark  soon.  Kiglit  hundred 
Marines  are  oirierd  to  relieve  them,  dOO  ft-om  Portsmouth  and 
800  from  Chatham. 

There  are  seven  or  ei|^t  and  twenty  great  ships  at  Spitliead, 
ihlly  mami\l  with  Tery  aUie  aeamen.  I  suppose  th^  wait  for  newa 
from  America,  before  thgr  fall  on,  and  destroy  the  French  fleets. 
In  the  meanwhile  ihey  eat  and  drink  veiy  oomfortafaly,  and 
entotain  their  IViends  in  a  veiy  splendid  and  sumptuous  manner. 

I  wish  joa  both  all  good  thing?;,  etc., 

Jam.  Worn 

To  ms  Fatuks, 

Winchester,  6  July,  1756. 
Dfak  Sitt, — Happily  T  hm]  not  heard  a  word  of  my  mother''s 
iline^i^i  till  die  was  much  reeu\  ered.  There  is  nothing  more  really 
afflicting  to  me  than  any  bad  aeeount  of  her  health  or  your  s.  I 
wish  she  would,  wfaoi  ahe  la  able,  persevere  in  riding,  because  I 
am  penoaded  that  eserdse  musk  idieve  her.  Sir  John  Mofdannt 
oommends  the  wateis  at  Buxton  as  soverrign  for  riieumatie 
pelna.  Why  should  she  not  try  ever3rthing  that  can  give  her  any 
hope,  for  what  is  there  valuable  in  life  without  health  ? 
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I  was  at  Portsmouth  when  your  letter  came  to  Qimrtors,  or 
should  sooner  hiive  expressed  to  you  the  thanks  that  are  due  for 
so  many  marks  of  your  kindness.  I  told  you  some  time  n'ro,  and 
I  repeat  it  now,  that  I  would  accept  of  no  preferment  oi  iidvance- 
ment  in  the  military  way,  that  should  be  attended  with  the  least 
risk  to  you,  or  my  mother. 

Tliere  is  a  dacription  in  the  newspaper  of  the  mflgoifioent 
miHtaiy  scene  that  was  exhibited  at  Piortsmotith  to  do  honour  to 
the  Duke,  who  had  great  reason  to  be  pleased  with  his  reception, 
and  was  I  believe^  highly  entertained,  if  one  nutj  judge  by  the 
looks  and  expressions  of  princes.  I  took  the  precaution  to  write 
to  Lord  Albemarle  to  know  whetlier  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
H.R.H.  that  any  of  us  should  he  there,  and  his  Lordship's 
answer  was  quite  favourable.  And  indeed  the  Duke's  civilities  to 
me  were  suHicient  proofs,  that  he  did  not  dislike  our  coming. 
After  the  Duke  left  Portsmouth,  Lord  Anson  gave  a  great  dinner 
to  all  the  sea  officers  to  which  he  did  me  the  honour  to  invite 
me  and  diowed  me  all  sort  of  politeness  on  hoard  the  **  Arinoe.^ 
Governor  Hanley  was  at  his  post  to  receive  the  Duke,  and  seems 
to  have  as  much  vivacity  and  spirit  as  at  any  time  of  his  life  that 
I  have  any  recollection  of.  As  the  r^.  is  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
Duke  towards  the  latter  end  of  Atigust,  Mr.  Honepvood  has 
thought  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to  l^e  a  little  with  hi-^  rrixt. 
before  tlie  review.  We  exjx'ct  him  in  about  n  week  to  reside, 
and  tlieieforc  I  go  to-morrow  back  to  Southampton,  to  fix  my 
quarters  there. 

I  am  in  the  neighbourhood  of  my  aunt,  Mrs.  Burcher  and 
would  wait  upon  her,  if  I  knew  where  she  lived.  The  nextletter 
that  I  recdve  llrom  Biackheath,  will,  I  hope,  direct  me  in  ^is 
particular,  and  give  me  the  satisfibction  to  know  at  the  same  time 
that  all  is  well  there. 

I       my  duty  to  my  mother  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affiectionate  son, 

Jam:  Wolpk. 

Mrs.  Wolfe,  who  had  long  been  ailing,  now  wrote  him  of 
her  recovery. 

7b  BIS  MOIHBB. 

Soufhsmplon,  Snndsy  lUk  Jtify,  17A5. 
Dkab  Maaabc,— I  must  write  you  a  short  letter  (but  a  veiy 
sincere  <me)  of  oongratulation  upon  the  return  of  your  healthy  or 
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rather  I  fear,  npon  the  present  remoTal  of  your  })aiiis.  Would 
to  God  that  what  you  have  felt  was  to  be  the  last  of  your  suffer- 
ings, and  that  a  future  life  of  peace  and  ease  was  to  make  you 
some  amends  for  the  many  unpleasant  hours  that  are  goDc  I) v. 
My  wishes  for  you  are  truly  those  of  a  son  for  a  mother  v.hotn 
he  has  always  found  kind  and  indulgent ;  for  I  conclude  audi 
motiwn  enmot  hsve  loiit  tint  iHih  then  otherwiae  tiban  well. 
My  duty  to  my  father^ 

I      ^Uur  Madaniy 

Your  aflectionalie  and  obedient  son, 

J.  WOLFB. 

7'o  HIS  MOTHEB. 

Lymington,  19/A  July,  1755. 
Dear  Madame — wuib  I  could  say  anything  that  could 
oomfbrt  yoa  or  adviae  anydung  that  would  do  you  good.  By 
gentle  exercise  and  care  of  jotneelf  I  hope  your  strength  wiU. 
return,  and  with  that  your  spirits.  I  have  gratitude  and  tender- 
ness enough  to  be  greatly  affected  at  your  distress,  and  though 
j^n'ef  is  not  to  ho  sought  after,  yet  I  would  not  for  the  world  but 
partake  of  all  your  inisfbrtunos.  Would  to  God  t\v\i  tlie  little 
moment  that  is  a]lo\v( d  us  in  this  lift?  had  some  Ciuse  and  peace 
in  it,  or  that  wu  luid  firmness  enough  to  overcome  oui"  ills.  I 
know  you  would  be  content  with  a  little  share  of  health,  and  for 
my  party  I  have  Dotfaiog  to  ask  but  just  as  much  resolution  as 
fits  a  soldier.  For  riches,  honours,  possessions^  and  the  daazling 
advantages  of  this  world,  I  disregard  them ;  my  utmost  desire 
and  ambition  is  to  look  steadily  upon  danger*  and  the  greatest 
happiness  that  I  wish  for  here  is  to  see  you  happy.  Resignation 
to  the  will  and  disposition  of  Heaven  is  so  consistent  with  piety, 
charity,  and  a  good  mind,  thnt  I  dnnbt  not  your  thorough 
resignation.  Don'^t  let  a  tliougiit  about  me  disturb  you.  You 
have  done  more  than  I  am  ntVaid  I  deserve.  I  lament  that  ever 
I  gave  you  a  moment  of  uneasiuess,  though,  1  think,  I  did  not 
mean  it,  and  of  that  I  hope  you  will  be  convinced.  I  wish  you 
better  health  with  great  sincerity,  and  b^  my  duty  to  my  &ther. 

I  am,  dear  Maidam,  etc., 

J.  WoLn. 

7b  Caftain  Kickson. 

LymiDgton,  19<A  Jul]/,  1755. 
Mr  DKAft  IVuEinv — ^If  I  had  not  been  wdl  oonvinoed  by 
your  letter  that  you  needed  not  my  counsel  to  guide  you,  and 
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that  the  steps  vou  were  biking  were  prudent  and  n(  iiMbie  beyond 
what  I  couUi  ul  \  iM',  you  should  have  heard  from  me  something 
sooner ;  for  Uu  public  service,  and  your  hooour  and  well-doiog, 
are  matters  of  hi^  ooncero  to  me,  I  am  sony  that  I  cannot 
take  to  myself  the  merit  of  having  served  you  upon  this  occasion. 
I  would  have  done  it  if  it  had  been  in  my  power ;  but  I  knew 
nothing  of  your  new  employment  till  Calcraft  mentioned  it  to 
me.^  You  are,  I  believe,  so  well  in  the  Duke^s  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Vox  hod  no  difficulty  to  place  you  where  yon  are,  and  where,  I 
am  fully  ])ersuade(l,  you  will  jiecjuit  yourself  handsomely.  To 
study  the  (-haracter  of  your  General,  to  conform  to  it,  and  by 
that  means  to  gain  his  esteem  and  confidence,  are  such  judicious 
meahureii  tliat  they  caimot  fail  of  good  effects.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken  Lord  Geinge*  is  a  very  even-tempered  man^  and  one 
that  will  hearken  to  a  reasonable  proposal. 

If  the  fVench  resent  the  affiront  put  upon  them  by  Mr. 
Boscawen,'  the  war  will  come  on  hot  and  sudden ;  and  they  will 
certainly  have  an  eye  to  the  Highlands.  Their  friends  and  allies 
in  that  country  were  of  great  use  to  them  in  the  last  war.  That 
famous  diversion  cost  us  great  sums  of  money  and  many  lives, 
and  li  ft  the  Pays  Bas  to  Saxe^s  mercy.  I  am  much  of  your 
opinion,  that,  without  a  considerable  aid  of  foreign  troops,  the 
Highlanders  will  never  stir.  I  believe  their  resentments  are 
strong,  and  the  spirits  of  revenge  prevalent  amongst  them ;  but 
the  risk  is  too  great  without  help ;  however,  we  ought  to  be  cautious 
and  vigilant  We  ought  to  have  good  store  of  meal  in  the  forts  to 
feed  the  troops  in  the  winter,  in  case  they  be  wanted ;  plenty  of 
intrenching  tools  and  hatchets,  for  making  redoubts  and  cutting 
palisades,  etc ;  and  we  should  be  cautious  not  to  expose  the 
troops  in  small  parties,  dispei-sed  through  the  Highlands, 
where  there  is  least  apprehension  of  a  conmiotiou.  A  few  well- 
chosen  posts  in  the  middle  of  those  clans  tiiat  are  the  likeliest 

'  Jolm  C'alcrafl,  originally  a  W.ir  Office  clerk,  was  taken  up  by  Henry 
Fox  and  becauiy  iinineaiiely  rich  uu  army  agent.  Afterwards  he  went  over  to 
Pitt,  in  whose  confideDce  no  continued  for  years.  Calcraft,  although  attacked 
by  "Junius"  for  corrupt  practices,  is  yet  believed  to  have  known  the  identity  of 
that  writer.  When  he  died,  in  1772,  worth  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  miilioo, 
he  left  £1000  to  Sir  PUIip  Fnnds  and  an  atmiiityof  £aOOto  Lidy  f^ancis :  a 

iignificant  circum.stance. 

'  Major-Gcueral  Lord  George  Beauclerk,  siith  mix  of  the  fir*t  Duke  of 
St  Albans,  and  Colonel  of  the  lUth  Regiment.    He  died  in  17C8. 

'  This  "aflront"  was  the  rapture  of  two  Frpiirb  ships,  tlie  Alcide  and 
tlie  Lyif  off  Cape  Breton,  carrying  the  Governor  of  Louiiibouiv,  and  four  other 
olEeerB.  AUw«iemadepriaoiimsiidtnasiiMtothev«laeoi«90,OW 
tslmu 
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to  rebel,  with  a  force  stiffirinnt  to  entrench  and  defend  themselves, 
and  with  positive  orders  never  to  surrender  to  the  Highlands 
(though  never  so  munerous),  but  either  to  resist  iu  their  posts 
till  relieved,  or  fovea  theii*  way  through  to  the  forts,  would,  I 
think,  have  lively  e&cto.  A  himdied  floI«]2en»  in  my  mind,  are 
an  ovcnnatdi  for  five  hundred  cf  joor  Highland  miHtia;  and 
when  they  are  told  bo  in  a  proper  way,  they  believe  it  them^ 
eelves.  It  will  be  your  business  to  know  the  exact  strength  of 
Ihe  rebel  ckns,  and  to  inquire  into  the  abilities  of  their  leaden, 
especially  of  those  that  arc  abro^ul.  There  are  people  that  can 
inform  yon.  There  ought  to  be  an  cnrrnieer  at  the  forts  to 
inform  the  General  of  what  will  be  wanted  for  tlieir  defence, 
and  to  give  directions  for  the  construction  of  small  redoubts, 
where  the  General  plea!»ei>  to  order  them. 

Nobody  can  aay  what  is  to  beoome  of  iu  yet  If  troope  are 
lent  to  HoUand,  we  expert  to  be  amongst  the  Ifast  We  are 
quartered  at  WinduBter  and  Southampton,  but  tamed  out  for 
the  assizes.  The  fleet  at  Spithead  expects  orders  to  sail  every 
hour.  They  arc  commanded  by  Sir  E.  Hawk^  who  has  the 
Admirals  Byng  and  West  to  assist  him.  There  are  about  thirty 
great  ships,  and  some  frigates ;  th*-  finest  fleet,  T  believe,  that  this 
nation  ever  put  to  sea,  and  excellently  well  manne<i  Tlie 
marines  enibaikid  yesterday,  to  the  number,  I  sn]j|)(  )^c,  of  about 
1000  men;  others  will  be  taken  up  at  riymuuib,  if  they  are 
wanted. 

I  lodged  with  a  Mi&  Giant,^  whom  peihaps  you  know.  She 
was  veiy  carefhl  of  me,  and  veiy  oUigiog.  If  you  aee  her,  it 
will  be  doing  me  a  pleasure  if  you  will  say  that  I  remember  it 
Do  you  know  Mrs.  Forbes,  of  Culloden  ?  I  have  a  particular 
respect  and  esteem  for  that  lady.  She  showed  me  a  good  deal 
of  civility  while  I  lav  in  the  North.  If  you  are  acquainted, 
pray  make  my  best  compliments  to  lit  r,  iiid  let  Tnc  know  how 
she  is  a.s  to  her  health.  An  re^tc.  you  iiiu.^L  be  so  kind  to  write 
now  and  then,  cmd  I  will  be  punctual  to  answer,  and  give 
any  intelligence  of  what  is  doing  where  I  happen  to  be.  A 
letter,  directed  to  me  at  Gmustl  Wolfe^s,  at  Bkekheath,  Kent, 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  remotest  regions.  I  am,  my  dear 
friend. 

Your  affectionate  and  fidthfiil  servant, 

Jamu  Wow. 

*  AtIiiT«rQMsiiil761. 
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HIS  MOTHEB. 

8(NrthtiBflon^  Aug,  7«  17M* 
Ds^m  Madam, — If  Mr.  Waide  bas  any  ■eowt  that  can 
relieve  joa  I  shall  revere  his  aii^  and  esteem  his  person,^  but  if 
his  remedies  should  not  be  so  successful  as  I  wish  I  would  have 
you  persuade  the  General  to  go  with  you  to  Buxton  next  year — 
in  the  meanwhile,  as  the  Bath  water  is  a  present  loHef,  why 
should  yon  not  have  recourse  to  it  for  two  months  in  the  winter  ? 
Horses  lor  ijidicii  are  extremely  difficult  to  find.  The  little 
forest  horses  are  wild  and  shy,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  purchase 
and  recommend  a  cnatuie  of  this  sort  either  for  Mra,  Cade  or 
yoa:  if  I  hear  of  aoy  lliat  may  be  troited,  that  aie  well  kncnvn, 
•  I  shall  tiy  to  get  pooncaaop  of 'em,  and  will  send  *em  up. 

I  want  to  change  your  little  favourite  for  Flurry — because  I 
think  you  will  be  better  pleased  with  this^  and  the  other  will  be 
Diore  useful  to  me. 

I  am  obligeii  fo  finish  my  letter  now — being  interrupted.  I 
Iwartily  wish  you  better  health  aud  am,  dear  Madam, 

Vour  most  obedient  and  afiectiouute  iion, 

J.  Wous. 

I*S. — My  duty  to  my  father. 

To  Mk*.  NV^olpb, 
Bkickhealh, 

At  Lyndhunt  in  the  New  Foveit,  near  SoathamptoDt  in  a 
somewhat  sednded  abode,  dwelt  his  £ither^  sister  Anne,  who  had 
married  James  Buidhcr,*  fennerly  possessed  of  a  good  finrtuDe, 
bat  in  his  dediniog  years  become  aomewiiat  impomiahed.  The 
nephew  thus  describes  his  visit. 

To  HIS  Fath£B. 

i^outhamptoii,  lAth  Augustf  llbH. 

Di-iAE  Sitt, — I  paid  niy  respects  to  Mrs.  Burclier  a  few  days 
since,  and  found  a  very  surprising  old  gentlewoman.  I  waa 
struck  with  the  resemblance  between  my  unde  Wat  and  her. 
She  has  not  only  all  his  featnres,  but  his  manner  and  way  of 

*  Major  Warde  had  offerod  to  give  Mrs.  WoUh  an  inftllible  remedy  for 
gout 

'  William  Burclier,  the  Hon,  sonrived  until  1782, aad  is  boned  in  Lymiiig- 
ton  ehnrchyard,  leaving  a  son,  Bdwatd  Wolfe  Bareher.  HIadaiigfater  married 
John  Ayhvanl,  Esq.,  from  wiiom  is  descended  Mr.  Alexander  Wolfe- Aylward, 
well  known  for  bis  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  General  Wolfe  and  the 
owner  of  several  nUosefiatSKSSkbsqttiatMd  to  his  anosilor  by  Mil.  WoUk 
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taikmg,  arul  firesturcs.  She  has  a  healthy  florid  look,  though 
a  little  paralytic,  &nd  is  lull  of  grievous  complaints.  Mr. 
Borcher  has  the  appearance  of  civility  and  good-brewing.  They 
live  in  ft  kmty  miaenible  nuuinoD  in  tlw  Ibreat,  and  dl  about 
has  ^  look  of  iiid%aioQ  and  decay;  Die  poosr  gentiewoniaii 
eipriiMcd  boBelf  in  my  gtatefbl  miuier  for  the  kindness  and 
support  that  she  has  received  firom  yon,  and  teemed  a  good  deal 
affected  at  the  sight  of  me.  You  may  believe  I  did  not  stay 
long  there :  hut  I  have  promised  to  see  her  afgun  before  we 
leave  this  place,  if  our  march  is  not  tof)  sudden. 

I  find  that  some  of  the  troops  iu  our  neightK>nrhr)()J  tire  iu 
motion  towards  the  capital;  whether  we  shall  follow  or  march 
daewhere  is  to  us  tmkiiown,  but  my  private  seatiments  are  that 
we  diaVt  kng  lie  idle.  Yoo  aie  neaicr  to  the  foqntain  of 
inteUigeDoe  than  wa  m,  hot  I  believe  yon  take  as  little  pains  to 
be  inibnned  as  your  ton.  I  don^  think  there  are  two  men  in  the 
kingdom  who  are  at  km  trouble  on  that  score.  I  hope  my 
mo^er  continues  to  mend.  Mrs.  Burcher  sent  you  a  buck  last 
week,  which  she  hopes  you  received  in  good  order. 

I  am^  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

7b  HIS  MOTUKA. 

SonllMHaptoo,  S7  Jti$g,,  17M. 
BiAK  MAnaM^Hioiqgh  I  hear  some  unpleasant  tidinnpi  what 
grieves  me  meat,  that  yon  recover  but  very  slowly;  that  you 
recover  at  all  is  some  comfort;  if  your  strength  and  lieallh 
retnm  as  I  wish  it,  you  would  soon  be  well.  I  am  afraid  it  is 
worse  with  you  than  I  am  told,  because  of  late  you  have  not 
been  able  to  write  to  me.  I  am  sure  you  would  now  and  then 
give  me  that  satisfaction,  if  it  was  in  your  powei-.  In  other 
circumstances  and  at  another  time,  I  would  be  wiUi  you— 
but  we  way  move  suddenly  as  others  have  done:  and  it  may 
perhaps  be  our  lot  to  come  nearer  to  ywi  in  the  course  of 
duty. 

I  have  heard  <tf  a  gentlewoman's  hone  to  be  sold.  He  is 

broken-winded»  but  that  is  of  little  consequence  to  one  who 
rides  but  moderately.    Shall  T  l^ny  him  and  send  him  up  for 
you  or  Mrs.  Cade  ?    I  beg  my  duty  to  my  father ;  I  pray  that 
all  sort  of  good  mny  nttond  you  both  ,itk1  am,  dciur  Mn4nm| 
Your  obedient  and  aliectionate  son, 

Jam:  Wolfe. 

T 
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To  nis  Fatuee. 


BonthAmpton,  Uh  September,  17S5. 


Dear  Sir, — The  accounts  of  Mr.  Braddock^s  defeat  *  are  not 
yet  clear  enough  to  foim  a  right  judgment  of  the  ouiee  of  it; 
but  I  do  myself  believe  that  the  oowaidioe  and  iU-bdiavioor  of 
the  men  &r  exceeded  the  ignoianee  of  the  diief,  who  though  not 
a  masttf  of  the  difficult  art  of  war,  was  yet  a  man  of  sense  and 
courage.  I  have  but  a  very  mean  opinion  of  the  Infantry  in 
courage.  I  know  their  discipline  to  be  bad,  and  tlieir  valour 
precarious.  They  are  easily  put  into  disorder,  and  hnrA  to 
recover  out  of  it.  They  frequently  kill  their  officera  through  fear, 
and  murfici  one  jinother  in  their  confusion.  Their  shameful 
Ixluiviour  in  Scotland, at  Port  L'Oricut, at  Melle,  ami  lipoii  many 
less  important  occasions,  clearly  denoted  the  extreme  ignorance 
of  the  ofRcen,  and  the  disobedient  and  dastardly  spirit  of  the  men. 

Was  ihtaee  ever  such  a  slaughter  of  o^sers  as  upon  tiiis 

expedition  ?  and  did  ever  the  Geneva  and  p  of  this  countfy 

operate  more  shamefully  and  violently  upon  the  dirty  inhafaitanti 
of  it  under  the  denomination  of  soldiers  ?  I  am  aony  to  say 
that  our  mctlKxl  of  training  and  instructing  the  troops  is 
extremely  defective,  and  tends  to  no  goo<l  end.  Wc  are  lazy 
in  time  of  peace,  and  of  course  want  vigilance  and  activity 
ill  war.  Our  unlitary  etiucation  is  by  far  the  worst  in  Europe, 
and  all  our  concerns  are  treated  with  contempt  or  totally 
neglected.  It  will  cost  ua  very  dear  8om«  time  Iwnce.  I  hope 
the  day  is  at  a  distance,  but  I  am  afiaid  it  will  come.' 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  WOLR. 

To  HIS  Fatheb. 


Dear  Sir, — ^Mrs.  AbthoipV  death  may  be  reckoned  rather 
fortunate  than  otherwise,  since  it  was  haidly  probable  that  she 

'  firadduck.  nas  a  blustering,  peppery  officer  of  the  Hawley  type,  who  was 
sent  out  to  drive  the  French  hack  acroes  the  Canadian  border.  He  was 
totally  ignorant  of  Amprican  warfnre  and  frontier  conditions.  He  took 
1000  British  troops  and  1200  Virginian  militia  into  Uie  heart  of  tlie  wilderness, 
fall  into  an  Indian  ambash,  and  was  overtaken  by  crushing  disaster  uid  kfUsd 
to<;>>t)u>r  witli  no  fowor  than  sixty  other  officers.  Tha  in^tiy,  in  a  psniCy 


*  Dr.  Johnaoa  observed  as  lata  as  1773       "  it  is  wonderful  hflw  Wf 

ignorant  many  officers  of  the  army  are  considering  how  much  leiwre  they 
have  for  ntudy  and  tlie  acuuiiiition  uf  knowledge."  He  maintaiued  that  many 
of  them  were  Ignorant  of  taings  belonging  immediately  to  their  own  profession. 
"  For  iaslanco^  maaj  euiDOt  teU  how  frr  a  mnskst  wtll  csnry  a  bnlJei.'* 


fionUiainpton,  21  Sejd.,  1755. 
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would  ever  rorovrr  from  tlio  melancholv  stntc  she  was  in,  or  that 
her  natural  disposition  wouid  correct  with  her  retumiiig  judge- 
ment if  she  did  recover.* 

Two  or  three  of  us  went  to  shoot  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Winchester,  and  killed  aome  game,  part  of  which  Gapt 
Mazwdl  has  nndertaken  to  send  to  Blackheath;  there  are 
two  cock  {dieasants,  that  I  think  will  please  you,  if  th^  get 
safe  and  sound — bat  it  miist  not  be  told  where  they  came 
from. 

Sir  Jnim  ^Tnrdatint  went  to  London  on  Thursday  to  pay 
his  duty  and  umke  his  reports  to  his  Majesty,  and  that  day  I 
left  Freefolk. 

A  French  ship  from  liuchelle  came  into  the  haibour  at 
Portsmouth,  without  knowing  that  there  were  any  hostilities 
between  the  two  natioos ;  she  will  fimiish  matter  for  a  dispute 
between  the  Governor  of  Portsmouth  and  the  Naval  Commander 
in  the  harbour.  I  am  exceedingly  pleased  to  hear  the  further 
snccess  of  Bir.  Wardens  medicine  and  hope  it  will  have  all 
possible  good  effects.  My  duty  to  my  mother  and  constant 
wishes  for  the  wdl£ue  and  happiness  of  you  both,  I  am,  dear 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  aou^ 

Jam.  Wolfe, 

From  his  next  k-ttor  we  may  fix  the  date  of  Wolfe'.s  temporary 
abandonment  of  his  white  militjiry  \\dg  in  favour  of  the  hirsute 
adornment  with  which  nature  had  fumisli<>d  him.  He  had 
inherited  his  red  hair  from  his  father,  both  of  wliom  were  probably 
unaware  of  the  association  of  hair  of  that  colour  with  genius  with 
which  the  researches  of  anthropologists  have  made  ns  in  later  days 
so  familiaT.  The  practice  of  wearing  wigs,  not  perhaps  so  universal 
as  is  supposed  (there  are  notable  exceptions)  made  natural  hair, 
especially  when  sliort,  almost  as  mudi  of  a  novelty  in  a  man  of 
liuhion  as  a  beard.  But  some  even  then  advocated  the  abolition 
of  wigs  on  hyj^'enic  grounds.  Their  disuse  was  certainly  a  con- 
venience in  the  t  (mntry.  The  letter  also  once  more  evinces  the  sou's 
earnest  solicitude  for  his  mother's  health. 

■  Mrs.  Abthorp  (Frances  Thonipi»oii;  Ucrune  a  fiinatical  Methodist,  as  a 
resalt  of  Whitefield't  piescliliw,  editing  tho  most  extreme  doctrines  of 
that  sect.    Tier  fsssott  sAsnms  gxaw  a&ctody  and  she  bad  to  bs  pisoed 

under  restraint. 

V  a 


I 
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To  HJ8  MOIHJUU 

Soutliaiiij  ion,  2ij  September,  175^ 
Dear  Madam, — I  aui  dolighlctl  Lo  liear  that  your  sufTcrings 
are  in  some  degree  lessened  ;  the  pi'esence  of  your  friends  will 
become  every  day  more  and  more  agreeable  as  yoa  aoquiie 
strength  and  spirits  for  society.  How  happy  I  fed  mjsdf  in 
yoor  recovery,  and  with  how  much  more  satisfiuitioii  shall  I  see 
you  than  formerly,  when  I  almost  always  found  you  overloaded 
with  misery !  I  dare  say  you  were  always  convinced  of  my 
afffTtion  for  3*011,  and  of  my  gratitnflt'.  It  was  not  this 
nu  l  incholy  occasion  that  gave  l)irth  to  it,  though  jx'rhaps  it 
broiii^lit  it  more  to  light.  I  am  fortunate  in  this  resport.  nnd 
my  nature  requires  some  extraordinary  events  to  produce  iL>elf. 
I  want  that  attention  and  thos»e  assiduous  cares  that  commonly 
go  along  with  good-nature  and  hmnaoity.  In  the  common 
Occurrences  of  life,  I  own  that  I  am  not  seen  to  advantage. 

You  must  take  care  of  cold  this  winter,  as  the  medicine  you 
have  used  is  of  very  powerful  operation,  and  leaves  a  weakness 
behind  it  that  requires  the  utmost  precautions.  When  you  are 
below  in  the  parlour,  the  hall-door  should  always  be  kept  close 
shut,  and  you  must  sit  upon  cnrpcts.  There  arc  innfiv  fair  days 
in  October  that  will  invite  you  out,  and  you  should  neglect  none 
of  them.  IVeler  that  to  all  other  affairs  and  concerns  whatever. 
You  must  be  exti-eniely  caiclui  of  what  rooms  you  go  to  play  at 
cards  in,  and  where  you  sit;  and  beware  of  the  Assembly. 
Have  as  many  parties  at  your  own  house  as  possible,  and  go  UtUe 
•broad. 

In  the  middle  of  winter,  if  you  stay  much  at  home^  I  will 
come  and  shut  myself  up  witii  you  for  three  weeks  or  a  month, 

and  play  at  pirpiet  from  morning  till  night,  and  you  shall 
laiigli  at  !Tiy  sluirt  red  liair  as  much  as  you  please.  Fra  isure  you 
would  siiulr  nou  if*  you  saw  me  as  I  am  with  the  covering  that 
natuie  has  given  me.  I  intend  to  devote  myself  this  winter  to 
my  profession,  and  shall  read  witliout  ceasing.  If  you  would 
have  me  with  yon  for  a  short  while,  it  must  be  upon  the  condition 
that  I  never  stir  out  of  the  hoiue  after  diimer.  With  that 
indnlg^oe^  I  shall  engage  to  be  at  home  whenevw  you  are  in 
the  evenings  My  mornings  are  always,  as  you  know,  divided 
between  exerciie  and  atody.  I  have  been  very  idle  all  this 
summer, — if  a  man  may  venture  to  say  so  who  has  given  up  much 
of  lus  time  to  tlu'  ladies.  If  there  is  to  be  war,  wc  should  be 
prepared  for  it ;  li  uot,  I  am  entirely  at  your  service.    I  go  back 
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tomomnr  to  Sir  J.  Mordaunt'a  for  a  iradc»  after  that  I  diall 
take  up  my  fwdence  at  Winehetter. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  WOLFK. 

7b  BIS  MuruE^ 

Dkak  Maj>am, — Here  is  a  pmi  to  Ik?  sold,  that  is  nimble, 
aure^footed,  and  veiy  gentle ;  if  ^  ou,  or  Mrs.  Cade  would  choose 
to  h/kve  the  hone^  I  ibaU  aeeme  him  for  your  use,  and  aend  hhn 
to  yoa  hf  Hat  iaat  fitvomafale  oooaaian  $  I  most  denre  to  haT« 
joar  answer  soon,  because  the  owner  intends  to  part  with  his 
horse.  I  can  keep  him  here  till  the  spring  if  it  be  inoonvenient 
to  have  him  home  in  the  winter.  I  would  fiun  have  you  ride  if 
posvsiblp.  In  caso  wo  more  in  the  cold  sea«»on,  my  cloak  will  be 
a  necessary  covering,  and  thick  boots  n  pT-o|)cr  defence — llymer 
hiis  directions  to  send  a  strong  jwiir  of  boots,  and  half  a  dozen 
piir  of  very  strong  shoes  to  Blacklicath — the  cloak,  Ijoot.s  and 
three  or  four  pair  of  shoes,  may  be  wanted,  but  I  wouldn't  have 
then  seot  till  ftnrlhcr  nottoe.  I  left  Raelblk  tiie  day  hefore 
yesterday  to  meet  the  regiment  here — ^we  are  assemUed*  to  be 
levicnred  next  week  by  Sir  John  Mordannt,  and  afterwiiidB,  I 
suppose  by  his  Boyal  Hii^mess  the  Duke ;  our  whole  military 
boBtness  seems  to  be  fionfined  to  reviews.  I  hqpe  you  find 
yourself  mending  and  growing  stronger  every  day ;  great  enquiry 
was  m.'ule  after  you,  and  great  satisfaction  expressed  for  the 
relief  thftt  you  have  fouml.  I  wish  you  lK)th  all  happiness;  Ib^ 
my  duty  to  my  fathei*  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

J,  Worn 

To  sm  Fatbsu 

Winchester,  lO/A  Oct.,  17")5. 
Dear  Sir, — When  two  nations  have  arm^d  themselves  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  their  strength,  I  suppose  they  will  try  which  is 
8trnno;ost.  The  French  are  getting  their  fleet  into  order  and 
threaten  an  inva«non;  we  ofjuip  all  our  sliips  and  increa.se  our 
Army  to  op]K)st  "om.  We  have  begun  hostilities  both  in  Europe 
and  America :  in  these  circumstances  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  a 
war  with  sodi  a  natioD  as  Fnnoe  can  be  avoided?  I  think  it 
cannot  In  this  situation  of  things,  give  me  leave  to  lecommend 
somepveoantions  toyoo: — ^to  put  no  move  mon^  into  the  funds; 
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to  keep  as  mudi  as  possible  laj  700,  in  case  of  exigencies ;  and 
above  all  ibings  to  secure  at  least  ^00  a  year  in  land,  tint, 

should  the  war  turn  out  to  our  disi  lv  antage,  and  the  puUick 
credit  sink^  my  mothor  may  not  be  in  dai^^  of  starving. 

Whenever  yon  can  sell  3  or  4  thousand  pounds  of  .stock  upon 
tolerable  terms,  it  would  he  an  act  of  pnidence  to  rlo  it  ;  arul 
tho^  you  shouVl  not  see  a  farthing  ot  n  at  from  a  buiali  landed 
estate,  duritig  the  war,  and  shouM  lose  the  interest  of  the  money 
it  cost  yuu,  by  taking  it  out  of  the  fuiidt> — ^yet  it  iii  a  wi^e 
measure  for  your  fiunily  and  can  have  no  Ol-oonsequenoe  with 
regai'd  to  younel£  Excuse  the  liberty  I  hav«  taken ;  I  do  not 
consider  mysdf  as  anyhow  concerned  in  it;  but  I  cannot  but  be 
apprehensive  that  the- distractions  of  the  publick  credit  may  be 
de  consequence  of  an  unlucky  war,  that  of  course  all  those 
persona  whose  property  lies  in  the  funds,  must  be  ruined; 
nnion^t  the  rest  my  mother.  Your  rank  in  the  army  preserves 
you  troni  any  danj^er  of  want,  and  my  einployuicnt  is  always 
bread  ;  but  neitlier  may  outlive  the  strujj^le,  and  then  wiio  will 
help  the  poor  lady  ?  It  w  ill  be  no  diliicult  matter,  nor  a  very 
troubkaome  undertaking  to  find  a  purchase  of  thk  small  value, 
and  it  is  indiflerent  when  you  find  it,  provided  only  the  right 
be  dear.  I  think  it  my  duly  to  recommend  this  step  in  the 
gtmgest  manner^  and  not  as  my  own  opinion  only,  but  as  the 
sentiments  of  much  more  knowing  persons,  and  particularly  of 
your  acquaintance^  Sir  J.  Moidaant,  who  advised  me  to  mention 
it  toyoo. 

I  wish  you  both  health,  etc., 

Jam.  Wolfk. 

The  whole  country  rang  with  cries  ul  invasion,  much  as  it  was 
to  ring  nearly  half  a  century  later  when  the  dreaded  "  Boney  ^  was 
meditating  a  descent  upon  English  coasts.^  Men  in  towns  and 
villages,  especially  in  the  south  oriP  Rngland,  were  almost  in  a  panic; 
Tt»  most  eztravagMit  calls  were  made  upon  the  public  spirit  of 
the  nation,  and  one  patriot  announced  that  he  would  thence- 
forward abstain  from  sugar  in  his  tea  in  order  to  devote  the 
cost  to  the  purchajse  of  bullet^  for  expulsion  into  Frfiuh  cHrrases.  , 
Some  of  this  surely  is  reflected  in  Wolfe's  next  letter  to  his  I 
mother. 

'  It  n-.is  atiout  this  timp  that  Wolfe  i.^.sucd  his  "Instruction?  for  the 
Twentieth  Kegiment  iu  case  the  French  should  laad^"  which  were  afterwards 
widely  flircalstod. 


J 

Digitized  by  Google 


•UGLY  TIMES  AT  HAND*  279 


To  HIS  MOXBEB. 

Winchester,  Friday,  Oct.,  l7-'>."> 
Dear  Madam,  —Before  you  receive  this  yon  will  hear  that 
some  of  the  troops  are  in  motion  towards  tlie  ci>iu>t :  if  they 
have  not  better  quarters,  they  ifvill  be  nearer  to  business,  and  in 
readiness  to  defend  the  country.  I  am  sometihiiig  at  a  loss  to 
oonjectuie  wheUier  tliis  is  a  xeal  or  a  political  Invarion ;  however 
I  hope  it  will  eaid  well  My  time  does  not  allow  me  to  enquire 
after  what  I  would  fiun  have  you  secure  oflT,  nor  does  it  lye  mudb 
in  my  way.  The  lawyers  are  best  informed  of  these  points. 
I  should  think  that  Mr.  Fisher  might  hear  of  such  a  thing 
amongst  his  law  acquaintance.  Perhaps  Tim  Brett  might  help 
yon,  if  ymi  were  to  employ  him  in  such  busi?iess.  Sir  J.  Mordaunt 
mentioned  a  very  complete  littlo  manor  of  alniut  a  year, 

which  must  soon  be  .sold,  \)\\\  some  of  the  neighbours  have  an 
eye  to  that.  I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  find  out  2>ome- 
thing  or  other:  hut  we  must  wait  till  this  doud  is  dispeised 
hefore  we  think  of  seDing  out  of  the  stocks,  whidi  at  a  time  like 
this  is  inconsistent  with  my  fisther^s  honour. 

In  case  of  an  invasion,  I  imagine  my  &ther  will  think  it  his 
dnl^  to  be  at  the  head  of  his  ren;Hnent,  at  least  as  much  as  his 
strength  will  allow.  Should  matters  be  carried  far,  and  money 
be  wanted,  he  should  be  the  first  to  offer  his  plate  for  the  public 
service.  He  might  buy  a  post  <  haiso,  and  hire  horses  to  1x3  in 
readiness;  and  if  ever  he  is  distresseii  for  quarters,  he  may  be 
sure  of  mine,  or  my  field-bed  in  camp.  The  Geneml  should 
show  himself  at  St.  Jameses  with  a  cheerful,  willing  countenance, 
that  the  Song  may  see  how  gpod  a  servant  he  haB»  and  how  well 
his  inclinations  lead  him  to  serve  the  good  old  nionardL  If  ever 
you  hiqipen  to  he  distressed,  you  will  find  a  certain  support  in 
your  SOD.  Be  assm^  that  you  will  know  me  best  when  you 
have  most  occasion  for  my  assistance :  but  I  desire  no  such  proof 
of  my  disposition.  May  you  both  live  long  in  case  and  peace ; 
but  I  fear  there  are  ugly  times  at  haod.  Ferhaps  we  may  not 
see  them. 

To  uis  MaiHj<;a. 

GsatsrlNify,  Nvo,  6, 1755. 
0BAa  MabaiC)— Hie  enclosed  letter  is  from  M^jor  DonneUan 
to  the  GenenJ ;  I  have  luckily  got  an  old  finmk  that  can  cover 

it.  You  sent  my  things  very  exactly  and  at  a  good  time — the 
streets  of  this  town  are  the  (Urtiest    all  streets— no  leather  can 
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nsut  the  damps,  unless  doubly  fortified  ade  upon  mk.  It  wbb 
mosfc  obliging  in  you  to  give  younelf  somudb  trouble ;  the  letter 
you  sent  by  Mexwell  should  have  oome  by  the  post;  dcm^  xegaid 
the  expense^  it  is  sometimes  of  oonsequence  not  to  lose  a  day, 
and  if  you  ha^e  not  franks  semtdh  out»  and  write  Canterbury, 
because  we  men  of  business  need  dispatch.  We  have  two 
rec^iments  of  Foot,  and  a  regimont  of  dragoons,  a  crowd  of 
orticei-ji  and  soldiers.  General  Hawl*  y  is  expected  in  a  lew  days 
to  keep  us  all  in  order ;  if  there  is  an  invasion,  they  could  not 
make  use  of  a  more  unfit  person.  The  troops  dread  his  severity, 
bate  the  man,  and  hold  his  military  knowledge  in  contempt. 
I  wish  you  bo^  muck  health.  My  duty  to  my  firilier. 
lam,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  son. 

Jam  :  WoLTE. 

Wolfe  hn.s  been  often  spoken  of  as  a  man  only  too  conscious  of 
his  merit.  In  truth  fiew  men  were  more  modest,  as  the  following 
evinces. 

To  HIS  Mother. 

Canterbury,  Rth  Nommber,  1755. 

Dear  Madam, — ^The  officers  of  the  army  in  general  are 
peraoDB  of  so  little  application  to  business  and  have  been  so  ill 
educated,  that  it  must  not  surprise  you  to  hear  that  a  man  of 
common  industry  is  in  reputation  amongst  them.  I  reckon  it 
a  very  great  misfortune  to  this  countiy  that  I,  your  son,  who 
hav^  I  know,  but  a  very  modest  capacity,  and  some  degree  of 
dillgenoe  a  little  above  the  ordinary  run,  should  be  thought,  as 
I  generally  am,  one  of  the  best  officers  of  my  rank  in  the  service. 
I  am  not  at  all  vain  of  the  distinction.  Tlie  comparison  would 
do  a  man  of  genius  very  little  honour,  and  does  not  illustrate 
me,  by  any  means ;  and  the  consequence  will  be  very  fatal  to 
me  in  the  end,  for  as  I  rise  in  rank  people  will  expect  some 
considerable  performances,  and  I  ahaU  be  induced,  in  support  of 
an  ill-got  reputation,  to  be  Iamb  of  my  life,  and  shall  probably 
meet  that  fote  which  is  the  ordinary  e^ct  of  such  conduct 

You  have  made  yourself  believe  (perhaps  it  is  to  excuse  your 
indolence)  that  you  d<m^  write  weiL  But  you  sbaVt  make  me 
believe  any  such  thing ;  or,  if  it  was  so,  which  is  not  really  the 
case,  you  should  remember  that  you  are  writing  to  your  son, 
who  is  your  friend,  knows  the  many  good  qualities  of  your  mind. 
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and  lova  you.  Hie  Dake  of  Marlbonnigli  has  been  very  dvil 
to  us  aO»  and  very  particularly  so  to  me;  he  goes  to  town 
to-morrow  for  a  short  stay.*  I  hope  the  French  have  not  some 
misrhiVf  in  tlioir  heads;  but  it  can't  reach  you.  If  the  General 
mcam  to  show  himself,  hr  sliould  n^tncmbcr  my  former  scheme 
for  him.  I  have  miulv  some  iiujuiiy  for  n  little  purchase  for 
you,  but  can't  hear  of  anything  fit  for  our  ]jiupose;  and  they 
are  particularly  high  in  llieir  demands  in  tluB  country,  because 
of  tbe  adnrive  privileges  of  a  man  of  Kent  wlio  Is  a  freebolder.* 
I  wish  it  bad  heea  thought  of  twoyearsaga  Yon  may  remember 
that  I  hinted  it,  and  ferotold  that  a  war  was  not  fiv  o£ 

Hie  letter  you  sent,  came,  as  you  guessed,  from  GUlldsmith. 
I  writ  to  him  by  the  Duke^s  directions  to  enquire  after  an 
offioer^'s  widow  in  Ireland,  who,  he  was  told,  had  a  son  fit  to 
jterx'e,  and  his  Royal  Hip^hricss,  who  is  for  ever  doing  noble  and 
generous  actions,  wanted  to  provide  for  that  child.  The  father 
was  killed  at  Fontenuy.  If  I  tion't  keep  a  good  watch  on  myself 
I  must  be  a  little  vain,  for  the  Duke  haa  oi  late  given  me  such 
particular  marks  of  his  esteem  and  confidence  that  I  am  ashamed 
not  to  deserve  it  better.  We  expect  the  Duke  of  BIcfamond 
next  week,  and  Lord  Albemarle.  The  Earl  comes  to  introduce 
his  cousin  to  the  regiment,*  the  Buke  to  do  dxAj  at  quarters. 
Hiat  young  man  will  make  a  considerable  figure  in  our  way, 
because  he  loves  it,  and  has  a  strong  undeistanding. 

His  father's  Lieutenant-Colonel  aWnted  himself  from  the 
r^ment,  and  we  find  Wolfe  interceding  for  him. 

To  HIS  Fatueu. 

Cs&twbui7,  m  Ifmkt  1765. 
Dsam  Snt, — I  find  that  poor  Lafiuisille  has  been  extremely 
out  of  ofder.  Nothing  but  the  wont  health  in  the  world  would, 
I  am  persuaded,  have  taken  him  away  at  this  time.    I  mention 
tbisy  because  I  remember  that  a  sharp  expressitm  cr  two  Ml 

*  Churlas  Spencer,  fifth  Earl  of  Sunderland  and  gorond  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, grandson  of  the  fixBt  Duke.  Hediedof  a£iiver,aIieirteiiaat-Cienai»lj 
at  Miinster  iu  1768. 

*  'Hie  cause  of  the  pecpliw  privihgef  of  a  man  of  Kent  is  explained  in 
that  "the  said  countrf  was  not  conquered  wnth  the  rpst  of  the  kingdom, 
but  surrendered  itself  up  to  the  Conqueror  by  a  peace  made  with  him^  saving 
to  itself  all  liberties  sna  ftee  cnstams  before  that  time  had  and  iiaed."-'8ee 
Hasted's  Kent. 

*  The  Duke  of  Richmond  obtuned  a  captaincy  in  the  regiment  under  Wolfe> 
sad  his  Qieee'e  sample  wm  foUewed  by  the  Marqois  of  nandM.— Wiight 
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from  me  upon  the  score  of  my  old  acquaintance  ;  and  when  one 
lias  done  a  man  in  justire,  but  in  thought)  the  quickest  and  best 
reparation  should  be  made. 

I  hear  that  tiie  French  are  hard  at  work  in  cleaning  the 
harbour  of  Dunkirk,  and  that  they  have  got  a  good  number  of 
ships  in  that  port.  The  English  will  never  bear  to  have  that 
harbour  in  its  fonner  oooditioii ;  that  alone  ia  matter  anough 
for  a  quarrel  between  the  natioii8>  already  far  advanoed  towards 
war.  We  Bend  a  detadunent  to-monow  to  escort  our  battalion 
guns  (two  for  each  regiment)  from  Boche^^tcr.  Our  camps 
neoesBaries  will  be  with  us  in  a  few  days.  We  are  commanded 
to  exercise  as  often  as  is  convenient,  that  is,  as  often  as  the 
weather  will  permit.  I  am  vastly  distressed  for  a  groom,  or, 
rather,  for  a  servant,  who  can  take  care  of  two  horses  for  £7  or 
,£^8  a  year,  ami  st  \  en  shillings  a  week  board  wages.  If  my 
mother  heai  .s  ot  any  such  person  I  beg  to  have  notice,  and  I  beg 
she  will  employ  somebody  to  enquire. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  WOLTR. 

One  may  incidentally  observe  that  grooms^  wages  haye  risen 
to  a  somewhat  higher  figure  in  the  psst  century  and  half! 

7*0  HIS  MOTHEB. 

Cantor!) ury,  Suridat/,  16  Nov. ^  1755. 

Dkak  Madam, — Lord  Albemarle,  who  knew  my  distress,  has, 
in  his  gieat  goodness,  sent  me  a  groom,  who  was  well  recom- 
mended to  him ;  the  early  knowledge  of  this  may  save  you  some 
trouble^  and  therefore  I  mention  it. 

Just  so  much  of  your  letter  was  written  when  the  drum 
major  broo^t  me  yours*  If  I  was  not  already  provided  I  should 
readily  accept  the  services  of  yoiu*  footman  John,  especially  as  I 
have  no  maids  to  make  work  for  and  want  no  other  qutdities 
than  sobriety  and  care  of  my  liorses— tbis  includes  a  little 
honef^ty  which  one  can't  well  do  without. 

I  am  highly  obliged  to  you  for  the  steps  you  have  taken  in 
this  affair,  they  are  of  a  ])iece  with  your  constant  practice  in 
r^;ard  to  me  and  I  am  sometimes  glad  tluit  I  have  need  of  your 
assistance  for  the  pleasure  of  receiving  it.  My  duty  to  my 
father.   I  wish  you  both  veiy  well,  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  aftotioiiate  son, 

Jam.  Worn 
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7b  mt  MoiHXB. 

Canterbury,  2nd  December,  1755. 
JIkab  Madam,* — I  heai'  of  you  almost  every  day,  which 
makes  me  some  amends  for  the  profoimd  silence  that  reigns 
throughout  the  whole  house.  Doniiellan  teUs  you  all  the  uews 
«f  this  place,  and  jet  I  bdUwve  his  lettera  arc  shotrt ;  luywever^ 
better  so  tliiin  Ikte  of  killed  and  wounded^  or  the  progress  of 
the  French  arms  in  Kent  They  are  extremely  concerned  that 
Admiral  Smith  h  o  po^f  d  as  to  make  titeir  attempts  to  land  a 
little  dangerous.  They  do  not»  I  am  sony  to  say,  discover  the 
same  degree  of  respect  for  us ;  on  the  conti"ary,  they  wish  for 
nothing  so  much  as  to  be  quietly  on  shore,  and  then  to  make 
a  trial  of  our  force.  We  have  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
Ixirough  to  oppos(>  to  tliem,  and  .some  ineumparable  battalions, 
the  like  of  which  caiiuot.  Til  venture  to  ;say,  be  found  in  any 
annj.  We  afe  about  as  megrj^  as  easy,  and  as  indiArait  aa 
you  may  be  supposed  to  be  who  sleep  in  securi'ty  under  our 
watch.  Nobody  seems  to  think  that  the  nench  have  either 
will,  pQW»*,  or  inclination  to  resent  the  affronts  put  upon  Ihem  ; 
and  some,  I  believe,  doubt  whether  they  are  really  out  of 
humour  with  ns  or  not.  Tlii.s  melancholy  dUstruction  of  the  city 
of  Lisbon  *  is  a  great  blow,  though  at  a  Long  may 

such  disasters  be  fax  off  from  us. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

But  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  popularity  had  not  long  to 
survive,  nor  his  period  of  usefulness.  A  time  was  close  at  hand 
when  his  niiliUry  proficiency  would  be  put  to  a  severe  test, 
when  he  would  be  forced  to  return  home  a  beaten  man,  to 
rerigo  tiie  coomiaiid  of  the  anny  he  had  assumed  at  a  period 
of  life— too  eariy  for  him  to  have  mastered  by  bene6cial  degrees 
the  diflBeult  art  of  war.  His  acumen  in  ^soovering  and  his 
generosity  in  rewarding  the  talents  of  Wolfe  deserve  oar  gratitude. 
In  his  renewed  intimacy  with  Cumberland,  Wolfe  seems  to  have 
reverted  to  the  project  which  General  Mordaunt  had  formerly 
mooted  :  of  his  father's  surrendering  the  Colonelcy  of  Wolfe's  in 
his  favour  on  condition  of  securing  him  an  annuity.  But  he 
\\  ;ii!t  id  the  Duke's  promise  that  if  he  fell  leading  Woiie's  into 
action  the  command  should  revert  to  his  father. 

>  Ihe  gVMt  sarfhqiwke,  Noveaaber  1, 17M. 
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lb  HIS  MOTHZS. 

Cant4  rhnr}'.  27  /Vc,  1755. 
Dear  Madam, — '1  he  gmit  jxTsoiuiges  that  honour  us  with 
their  presence  are      wi  II  mtitlfHl  to  a  considerable  part  of  our 
time  tliat  a  mou  ha.s  but  a  minute  for  his  own  little  concerns. 
Mine  shall  be  employed  to  thank  you  for  a  very  kind  letter, 
wfaieh  I  leodved  yesterday  and  to  aasure  yoa  that  all  powible 
regard  dull  be  had  to  yonr  admoDitioiis.  I  ironld  not  bave 
yoa  write  wHb  pain  to  younel^  but  I  am  always  extramdy 
pleased  to  bear  fRim  you*  wbrn  it  is  easy  to  joa  to  write.  We 
have  had  strange,  tempestuous,  unwhol^me  weather,  and  we 
are  so  crowdwl  together  that  I  have  been  approlioTisivc  of  ill 
constKjiienfX'S  ironi  the  moisture  of  the  air  and  opcii  weather  ; 
but  hiilu  rto  we  arc  pretty  healthy.    Do  you  know  ot  any  young 
gentleman  that  you  would  wish  to  see  an  ensign  ?  any  relaticm 
or  friend^s  relation  ?   I  believe  I  could  get  such  a  matter  done 
for  yoa  at  this  time.  The  letter  yoa  sent  me  came  from  the 
widow  of  a  poor  officer  wbo  was  killed  at  Fontenoy ;  die  baa 
a  aoQ  fit  to  serve ;  and  Lord  Albemarle  has  undertaken  to  get 
bim  a  pair  of  Ck>lours.    I  met  with  her  by  accident  on  my 
joomey  tbioa^  Irelaod,  so  yoQ  see  I  did  not  go  tboire  ibr 
nothing ! 

The  Duke's  |mrticular  civilities  to  me  gave  birth,  I  imagine, 
to  the  report  Blaquiere  .spul\e  of  to  my  father  ;  but  you  sec 
it  vvius  without  foundation,  I  knew  very  well  that  I  should  not 
get  a  r^ment,  but  I  did  not  know  that  anybody  had  thought 
of  me  in  that  light  till  I  received  your  letter.  I  have  no 
prospect  of  preferment ;  nor  no  right  to  espact  it  in  the  common 
comae  ;  but  if  I  knew  how  to  secore  ^500  a  year  to  my  &ther 
in  case  be  dboold  give  me  bis  regiment  and  I  miscarry,  I 
believe  I  could  manage  to  get  it  done.  If  the  Duke  would  say 
that  he  should  have  his  Regiment  ngain,  in  case  I  fell  at  tlie 
hciul  of  it,  or  ^500  a  year  Irom  my  successor, — would  the 
General  in  that  case  consent  to  part  with  it,  taking  the  sale  of 
the  Lieutenant-Colonels  commission  for  his  use ?  You  must 
take  the  trouble  to  ask  that  question,  and  let  me  know  my 
fiither'fl  answer.  I  wish  you  both  mucb  health, 

and  KDj  Dear  MwdiMWi  etc.) 

Jam.  Wom. 

His  oifer  to  procure  an  eniigncy  was  instantly  seized  upon  bj 
Mis.  Wolfe  in  fii.toi]r  of  yooqg  James  Adeana^  1Ixb»  Inwood's  nephew. 
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7b  HU  MOTHKB, 

Canterbury,  Jan.  6,  1756* 
Dear  Madam, — ^The  very  uioineiit  I  received  your  letter  I 
wrote  to  my  frieod  Laid  Albemarle  to  recommend  little  Adeane. 
Tbe  only  otartaeLe  that  stands  In  his  way  is  fauyoutli,  adifficulty 
that  I  hope  his  Lordship  will  beaUeto  overoom&  However  we 
are  not  to  be  quite  sore  of  soooeia,  and  the  disappointment  if  we 
sbonld  miMazxjt  will  be  so  mndi  the  kas ;  I  wish  the  recom- 
mendation may  take  placo  Twausc  I  know  it  gives  you  a 
particular  pleasure  to  sci-vc  your  friends. 

God  send  you  better  health.    My  duty  to  my  father. 
1  uiii  deal'  madam, 

Vour  most  obedient  and  aficK^tionate  son. 

Jam.  Worn 

To  BIB  MoiHBB* 

QtxMmrf,  10  Jmt^  1766. 

Dkab  Madam, — My  Lord  Albemarle  wrote  me  word  in 
answer  to  my  letter  about  little  Adcane,  that  he  was  afraid  the 
eommissions  were  all  filled  up ;  I  diall  send  you  his  letter  upon 
thnt  snhjrct.  I  wrote  to  him  a  second  i'mw  hnt  have  as  yet 
receiveti  no  answer.  I  want  io  know  exnrHv  liow  old  he  is,  and 
how  bill,  and  whether  the  nioLlitr  would  clioos««  to  purchase  a 
Cometey  of  light  Dragoons  or  heavy  Dragoons  ;  iii  ca^  the 
Other  fidls,  or  wbetber  die  cares  to  poxchase  at  fiir  her  son. 
Fnj  tdl  the  Genersl  that  I  shall  teke  do  steps  in  the  affiur  I 
proposed  to  bim,  beeanse  I  think  tiie  liak  grows  every  day 
greater,  at  least  I  would  do  nothing  but  with  certain^  and 
security  to  blm« 

1  beg  my  duty  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  and  afTectionate  son. 

Jam.  Wolf£. 

To  HIS  Mother. 

Oudtarbaiy,  M  7, 176A. 
Deab  BIadami — mart  eiplain  to  yoo  that  my  kinsman  (as 
Lord  AUbemaile  calls  lum)  is  no  other  than  Mr.  Biad 
ThompHmV  nepheWy  idio  ^ould  have  come  into  Colonel 
Honeywood^s  regiment,  and  would  now  have  been  the  third 
lieutenant,  whereas  he  is  at  present  the  youngest  in  the  Fusiliers. 
I  likewise  must  explain  to  you  that  Lord  Albemarle  supposes 
Mrs.  Adeaoe^s  compliance  with  her  son^s  military  rage,  to  be 
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foaned ;  and  that  she  solicits  an  enquiry  because  she  can%  bdp 
herself.   My  Lord,  ytm  see,  promises  in  the  handsomest  manner, 

and  he  will  surely  ke^  his  word.  In  the  meanwhile,  Mrs. 
Adeane  should  keep  her  son  to  bis  study,  and  if  possible  give 
him  a  little  mathematical  learning;  upon  whidi  foundation 
he  may  best  hope  and  expect  to  rise.  You  may  keep  Lord 
Albemarle's  letter  till  I  have  tlie  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  which  I 
believe  will  Ix?  some  time  tu  \t  week.  Maxwell  and  I  shall  beg  a 
tinnier  on  our  way  to  I^oniion,  where  my  private  affairs  oblige 
me  to  go  ;  and  I  hope  to  pass  the  next  day,  or  the  day  follow- 
ing at  BUwkheath  on  my  way  back  to  quarfcers ;  and  I  don^ 
mean  to  have  it  known  in  London  that  I  am  theve.  Mjdutyto 
my  &tfaer — wish  you  both  all  happiness,  and  am,  dear  Bfadam, 
Your  most  affectionate  and  obedient  son, 

Jam.  Wolr. 

« 

FS. — ^Now  our  Colonels  seat  in  Pariiament  is  seoore  we  may 
hope  to  get  finnks. 

Wolfe  had  l)een  fond  of  his  uncle,  Bradwardine  Thompson,  who 
had  long  been  suffering  from  a  mortal  illnes-s,  one  moreover  which 
injured  his  intellect.  He  had  never  neglected  to  write  or  pay  him 
a  visit  when  he  was  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  York.  But  tlie  news 
of  his  death  affwted  the  nqdiew  wH^  a  sense  of  leBell  He  had 
none  of  that  amsion  to  mortality  that  many  of  us  have.  He 
shmfB  spoke  of  it  dispassionately,  as  if  a  long  oontemplatioii  both 
in  connection  wilh  his  calling  atid  in  his  own  weakly  petson  had 
robbed  death  of  its  tenon. 

7b  Hia  MoiHEB. 

tantprbury,  Icf>.  '10,  \7rA',. 
Dkah  Madam, — I  can't  say  I  am  son-y  for  my  poor  uncles 
death,  otherwise  than  as  it  is  a  matter  of  oonoem  to  you,  which 
I  hope  will  not  be  more  lasting  than  the  cause  seems  to  demand. 

The  Duke^s  coming  bene  will  determine  my  going  to  town. 
I  shall  want  nothing  but  a  suit  of  black  clothes  and  fringed 
ruffles,  those  I  have  already  (I  mean  the  muslin  ones)  should  be 
lessened  in  their  depth — and  two  or  three  more  pairs  bespoke  of 
a  proper  size.  Will  you  take  the  trouble  to  do  this  business  for 
m^  and  1  shall  thank  you  P  My  duty  to  my  iather.  X  am  always, 
My  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  affi^onate  son, 

JilM  :  WoLPE. 
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7b  HSi  Fathkb. 

Cuiterbury,  Sunday,  lUmk  SL,  17M. 

IhuB  an, — am  tony  ta  bear  that  my  serant*!  mirtake 
wasfbeooeaaioiiofflome  trouble  to  you;  half  the  iooonvfnKnoes 
of  life  ariae  from  their  alaittdities.  I  know  he  haa  too  much 
respeet  for  yon  to  intend  the  least  diaoider  in  your  houae ;  but 
hia  conduct  like  the  moat  of  them,  is  a  succession  of  errors.  My 
mother  mentioned  your  ha%nn<T  wtlled  with  Capt.  Scott,  which, 
at  tin's  time,  was  undoubtedly  a  prudent  step ;  there  are  other 
precautions  to  ]x'  taken,  whicli  the  state  of  public  affairs,  and 
your  judgenient  aptm  these  matters  will  natunillv  point  out. 

I  hear  with  pleasure  today,  that  my  friend  Amherst^  haa 
got  a  regiment;  nobody  deserves  the  King's  &vour  better  than 
that  man. 

There  are  15  or  16  Swiss  officers  with  80  sergeants  quartered 
at  Dover  ready  to  embark  for  America.  They  have  people 
employed  in  Switzerland  and  Germany  to  recruit,  and  I  believe 

they  ha\  ('  been  pretty  successful.  These  recruiting  oflicers  and 
their  men  are  to  Ix'  sent  over  in  a  second  embarkation.  The 
(Jnnrds  got  into  Dover  Oistle  about  6  yesterdnv  in  the  after- 
noon, after  a  loiig  fatiguing  march.  They  nnntort  themselves 
with  the  hope:9  of  being  soon  recalled.  I  Wi&h  yuu  ail  manner  of 
happinesa. 

My  duty  to  my  mother. 
I  ara^  dmr  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  son. 

Jam:  Wolvb. 

7b  Hzs  MoraotB, 

Giaterbary,  AprU4, 1756. 
Dear  Madam, — ^Though  I  have  nothing  to  communicate, 
nor  anything  to  offer  you  but  my  good  wishes,  still  as  you 
desire  I  writf.  The  fine  season  will  call  us  all  to  business  and 
leave  no  excuse  or  pretence  for  the  la/y  and  iiulolt  nt  to  indulge 
tlieir  disptMiitions,  Would  you  believe  that  tlieie  are  many  who 
call  themselves  soldiei^  who,  to  excui>e  their  shameful  idlen^fi, 

>  Jeffrey  Anlrnnt,  Iwrn  at  RiverliMid,  Kent,  fn  11fl7,  wis  sartj  tsken  Into 

the  scm're  of  the  Diikt-  of  Dorset  at  Knole  as  page,  f  ie  showed  ability,  was 
educated  at  the  Duke's  exmnse  and  a  committion  obtained  for  him  in  the 
aratf.  Kverliead  is  only  Mont  Ibor  mOss  from  W'estwhsai.liiitsa  Aiahewt 
was  ten  yean  Wolib'sjonior  fhsydooWUsi  never  iBstniilUwsM  inllie 
army. 
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07  out  that  ilwy  believe  Unve  iviD  Ise  no  — no  Invarai^ 
aiid  w  act»  as  if  they  wero  perraaded  of  the  troth  of  It  Our 
Major  mil  call  txpotk  jaa.  to  aak  how  you  are  and  to  take  a 
sword  out  of  a  little  deal  box,  which  yoa  will  be  pleased  to 
Older  to  be  shot  iqp  again,  whem  he  has  piovidad  himself  with  * 
weapon. 

Mi-s  B<-ckwith  has  got  another  child,  so  that  he  is  now  the 
&tber  ut  tour  som  and  I  have  not  one ! 
Mj  duty  to  the  Gtaieral, 

1  am  dear  Madaiii,  etc  etc 

J.  WoLPB. 

To  BIS  Fathei. 

Cantcrbur) ,  17  AprU,  1756. 
Deak  Siu, — I  do  not  kiunv  how  to  press  for  favoui-s  tliat 
.  have  been  promised ;  it  is  with  difficulty  that  I  can  bring  myself 
to  ask,  and  still  moce  di£Bcalt  to  repeat  the  request  Ifn. 
Adeane  mnst  remember  that  when  I  mentioned  this  affidr  first, 
the  vacancies  were  not  filled  np,  and  then  it  was  easy  for  Lord 
Albemarle  to  oblige  me;  you  have  seen  his  Lordship's  letter, 
his  reasons  for  not  doing  it,  as  wdl  as  his  assurance  that  it  shall 
be  done.  The  boy  is  very  younff,  n  voat  more  of  tVx^  school  will 
be  time  well  spent.  As  the  delay  is  a  disappointment  to  Mrs. 
Adeaue  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  if  she  is  not  satisfied  with  our 
disinterested  good  endeavours  to  serve  her,  I  think  she  may  be 
called  unreasonable.^ 

Hiese  two  unfortunate  Ensigns  will  be  proceeded  agsinst 
in  common  conne  of  Law;  one  or  both  of  them  iHll  be 
condemned  and  unless  their  youth  and  condition  idien  thejr 
comnn'tte<l  this  ill  action,  pleads  in  their  favour,  they  must 
pay  the  forfeit  of  their  lives ;  hut  tiU  the  law  has  taken  place, 
nnd  his  Majesty's  pleasure  is  known,  I  believe  they  will  still  be 
Ensin'Ti**. 

\Vheii  I  see  I^ord  AllK'jnarlc  I  will  take  the  fn'edotn  to 
remind  him  of  his  intendM  Iviruiness,  and  I  hope  some  time  or 
other  to  succeed.    1  rejoice  miyiiUiy  at  my  mothers  bettei*  state 

*  JsaMi  Whorwood,  son  of  Simon  Adeane,  Esq.,  of  Chakrrove,  Oxford- 
shire, and  Mnn,',  third  daii^lih-r  of  tlio  lloii.  mu\  Rev.  Henry  Rrydge«  (sister 
to  Mrs.  luwuud  and  Mis!^  Krydi^ps).  In  17B8  he  was  upfM>intea  to  the 
Colonelcy  of  Uie  46th  Re^^iiiiont,  aud  lx><  Hiae  a  Lieutetiant-General.  He  was 
a  Gentlemnn  of  the  Ik-dclianibvr  to  Ci^orge  111,  M.P.  £ot  the  OOOO^  of 
Cambridge^  aud  died  iu  1U02. — Wright 
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of  health)  and  wish  her  and  you  all  happiiiesii.  My  duty 
to  her. 

I  am,  dear  8ir» 

Your  moffc  obedient  tnd  alRMlioiwte  aon^ 

Jam:  Wous. 

PS. — have  got  m  fiunoot  receipt  for  the  gout  and  another 
ibr  the  Aenmatiem  ^rfaidi  I  wiU  eend  you. 

The  atoiy  afloded  to  by  WoUb  eanaed  s  gMit  aeaiiim 

time.  Two  reckksa  young  gubaltcnii  of  Jjord  Chailea  Hay^s 
ngtmoit,  stationed  at  Dartford,  were  travelling  to  the  capital 
in  a  post-chaise.    They  had  been  drinking  deeply,  professed  to 

be  in  a  tremendoti5?  hurry  and  kept  the  boi-s^^s  r\  such  a  pace 
that  the  post-boy  was  at  his  wit"''^  end.  Both  us4l<1  the  most 
proikne  lan^iage  towards  tho  pooy  lud.  At  Shooters  Hill,  pro- 
testing the  aniraak  were  latigueii,  he  allowed  the  pace  to  slacken, 
wbeieapon  Ensign  Brown  jumped  out  of  the  chaise  and  knocked 
bim  down.  Hub  was  fbUmved  up  by  Ensign  Lauder^  diaving  hia 
avoid  and  ninning  it  tfaioug^  the  poet-boyli  recmnbait  bod^. 
After  this  gallant  aofaievement  both  were  apprehended  and  tried 
for  their  Inm  at  Sodieeter.  Latter  was  found  guilty  and  three 
days  later  was  hanged  on  Penenden  Heath.  Outrages  of  tiiia 
kind  naturally  tended  preatlv  to  lower  the  military  charnctor  in 
the  eyes  of  the  multitude.  Unluckily  they  were  of  no  irifmiiKut 
occurrence,  several  c  as*  s  of  assault  and  seduction  by  ottioen»  hap- 
pening within  a  compaiatively  short  space  of  time. 
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AGAIN  IN  THE  WEST 

All  winter  bad  Wolfe  been  stationed  at  Canterbury.  An 

old  resident  remembered  him  aa  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Cathedral 
aervices,  and  his  straight  martial  figure,  "  lean  aa  a  greyhound,'" 
came  to  be  fiuniliar  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  Cathedral 
city.  It  was  Mrtv-time  in  Kent,  and  the  orchards  were  loaded  with 
blossom,  when  cmU  rs  at  last  arrived  for  the  regiment  to  march 
away  from  Wolie's  native  county  into  Wiltflliire. 

ma  MoTBEB. 

OmterlMiiy,      mk,  17Mk 

DiAB  ManaM,— John  tcUa  me  that  you  mentioned  my  not 
having  writ  to  you.    As  I  sent  him  to  Londcm  he  oould  give 

yoo  intelligence,  and  as  he  had  directiona  to  enquire  oonoeniing 
your  health,  I  concluded  it  was  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  with 
letters.  He  says  vou  were  both  pretty  well  when  he  left  you^ 
which  I  rejoice  at  most  sinccn  Iv. 

The  regt.  that  has  lain  nvshile  at  Dover  marchwl  very 
suddenly  toward*  Portsmouth  along  the  coast.  I  conclude  they 
ore  to  embark  on  board  the  fleet  We  aappose  that  one  of  the 
other  regimenta  hare  wiU  be  aent  to  Dover.  In  the  mean- 
while Donnellan  has  mardied  with  5S0O  men  to  guard  the 
caatle^  and  cany  on  the  worka  there.  All  notions  of  peace  are 
now  at  an  end.  The  most  diaoeming  people  of  the  country  have 
long  been  of  opinion  that  a  war  would  be  the  certain  consequence 
of  the  stops  that  have  been  taken  by  ua,  in  return  for  the  attempts 
made  by  the  French. 

T}io  embaigo  laid  upon  the  shipping,  the  violent  press  for 
seamen,  and  the  putting  soldiers  on  board  of  our  fleet,  makes  me 
conclude  that  the  maritime  strength  of  our  enemy  is  by  no  means 
contemptible ;  and  aa  we  are  open  to  aaaaiiHa  in  ahnoat  every  part 
of  tiie  ffing'a  dominiom^  boUi  here  and  in  America,  I  am  mudi 
of  opinion  that  the  enemy^  flnt  attack  wiU  be  vigqtoua  and 
auooeaafuL  We  must,  however,  hope  that  fortune  wiU  fismmr  na, 
aince  we  do  our  beat  to  deserve  her  smiles. 
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Yoa  hm  alwmji  my  good  wldiM.  I  beg  my  duty  to  my 
iaSittuBt  wd      dtnr  Mtuffam, 

Your  obedient  end  aiktiaiiKte  son, 

War  had  not  been  declared,  but  Kiiglaiid  was  momentarily 
expecting  I^noee  to  etiifce  lint  by  ft  ianding  €o  her  Aant,  when 
ncms  Hew  from  Up  to  Up  tiutt  Mmorai  had  ftlkn.  It  appealed 
that  a  FnogIi  ifek  bad  ftppeaied  off  the  idaiid  whkh,  owing  to 

hwk  of  all  precaution  to  save  it  as  well  as  the  anant  inci^McHyt  to 
eay  the  ka>t»  of  Admiral  Byng,  fell  an  eaiy  pxj.   The  eop  irai 

now  full :  no  longer  conld  the  absurd  pretence  of  peace  be  main- 
tained, and  on  the  18th  of  Affty»  1756y  the  iuDom  Seven  Yean" 

War  beg;in. 

Nevpr  (lid  ;i  more  incjipnble  udniiui.slnilion  hold  the  reins  of 
power  m  lingiaud.  >ioLUiiig  was  ready,  nothing  was  known  of  how 
to  get  thingi  ready.  Thtn  wae  no  genaRBl»  milher  naa  than  any 
admiral  in  whcan  Uie  eountiy  repoaed  the  dig^tteet  eonfldenoe. 

Both  offioen  and  men  had  hoped  that  when  thej  mo^ 
from  Canterbury  it  would  be  to  embark  for  fiirdgn  parte.  IVxr 
war  was  decbied^two  days  before  the  icgiment  miundied. 

J*0  HIS  MOESSI* 

CuilKliary,  Jfiv  900, 17M. 
Dk4»  Masaii, — ^We  go  neanr  to  Blackheath  than  Wester- 
ham  so  tiiat  I  can^  take  my  square  ti  nnk  and  hatbox  with  me; 
but  you  will  be  so  good  to  order  them  to  be  delivered  to  one 

Grfls<;y,  who  is  hired  to  serve  me  instead  of  an  unhealthy  groom, 
that  1  .'Lin  forced  to  dismiss  ;  he  will  convev  them  from  Gn-enwich 
to  London  by  water,  and  frrmi  i hence  to  Newbury,  or  to  the 
Devices  (where  our  route  ends)  in  the  waggon  or  stage  coach.  I 
am  sony  to  be  so  troublesome  to  you,  and  still  more  oooomied 
thai  I  am  not  Ukdy  to  have  the  satiifiMstion  of  seeing  you  again 
far  some  time.  The  liist  diviaion  of  our  Begimcnt  manshed 
yesfeoxlay,  and  the  second  and  last  mov^  tomomw  mider  the 
Lieut -Colonel^  command.  You  can*t  imagine  how  many  heavy 
hearts  there  are,  mine  (although  not  altogether  insensible)  is  the 
least  oppre»)ed  of  a  score,  I  wish  yoi!  hath  all  happinem»  and  am 
with  my  duty  to  my  Father,  dear  Maduin, 

Yolu:  obedient  and  atiiectioiiate  sod, 

Jaueh  VVolfk. 

iTInjHaift 
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He  had  hoped  to  call  U]jon  his  parents,  b^t  thonfirh  baulked 
of  this,  managed  to  spend  a  few  hours  at  Squenyes  Court,  where 
he  was  always  a  welcome  vi:iitor. 

To  HIS  MoTBBB* 

Basingstoke,  June  Iti, 
Dbab  Madam, — In  onr  march  we  have  met  with  nothing 
extraordinary  except  the  Hessian  Grctindicrs,  wlioin  wo  saw  at 
exercise  ye.sterdjiy  near  Faruham.  We  have  ruined  half  the 
public  houses  upon  the  march,  because  tiiey  have  quartered  us 
in  villages  too  poor  to  feed  us  without  destruction  to  themselTes. 
I  saw  Mr.  and  BCn.  Waide  at  Westetbam ;  they  asked  modi 
after  you  and  tiie  Genera],  and  presented  their  oompUmentsL 
The  Dsbon  mail  is  arrived^  so  you  may  expect  some  acocyont  of 
the  seige  of  Fort  St.  Philips,  and  of  Admiral  Byng'*s  feats  in  the 
Mediterranean.  If  things  take  a  bad  turn,  and  our  manage- 
ment I  don't  know  what  other  to  expect  this  war  may  rout  the 
funds  and  destroy  our  public  credit  root  and  bnincb. 

For  a  lutt  ibrtnif^t  the  troops  maicbed.  Ahalt  at  Badngstoke 
was  made  on  the  Ist  of  June,  whence  Wolfe  dispatched  a  letter 
to  his  mother,  whieh  evinces  the  keen  interest  be  was  taking  in 
the  developaient  of  the  war. 

To  HIS  Father. 

Bbab  Sb, — As  I  brieve  Hiat  all  the  infantiy  of  this  nation 
isnot  suiBdent  to  retake  the  Idand  of  Minorca  (by  this  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  French),  and  as  six  or  seven  battalions  may  be 
thought  enough  for  the  defence  of  Gibraltar,— the  Spaniards  not 
interfering, — I  condude  we  shall  lie  quiet  in  our  west>coun  try  camp 
or  quarters  till  the  enemy  thinks  to  alarm  us  a  second  time  with 
design  to  strike  some  fatal  distaMt  blow,  cither  upon  our  islands  or 
upon  the  Continent  of  North  America,  or  perhaps  to  complete  the 
ruin  of  the  East  Indies.  Are  the  measures  taken  for  the  relief 
of  MiuQioi,  or  the  proceedii^  of  oiii'  Admiral,  to  be  most 
admired  ?  I  shall  be  of  your  opinion  hereafter,  that  we  must 
have  the  odds  of  five  to  four  to  secure  our  suooess  at  sea,  I 
flatter  mysdf  that  the  poor  little  abandoned  garrison  of  St 
Fhilipa  will  do  ooorageoosly  at  least, — wisely  and  ddlfblly  I  do 
not  expect ;  and  that  the  troops  in  the  oourse  of  the  war  will  do 
nothing  dishonourable,  not  betray  their  country. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc 
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7b  an  Fathbi. 

Devizes,  ^tkJwm,  1756. 

Brae  Sib, — I  wish  you  joy  of  Admiml  Byng's  escape,  and  of 
the  safe  arri\  .Hl  of  our  fleet  at  Gibraltar.  General  Blakeney  has 
no  groat  oh]  i  gilt  ions  to  the  Navy  upon  this  occftsion.  TVioy  have 
left  him  in  an  ugly  scrape,  out  of  which,  I  am  persuaded,  lie  will 
only  he  delivered  by  a  eannon-shot.  The  project  of  stKroin  ing 
Miiiortii,  and  the  execution  of  the  great  design,  went  liand-m-hand 
successfully,  and  may  probably  end  in  a  disgraceful  peace.  You 
are  happiy  in  your  infinnityy  for  ^  a  dt^pace  to  act  in  tiwse 
diahaoouiabla  tunes.  Our  wm  Colonel  u  expected  to-day ;  hit 
pfeaqncc  makes  me  a  vcgty  idle  man. 

lam,  etc. 

Hie  new  Colonel  was  William  Kingaley,  who  long  gave  his 

name  to  the  Twentieth,  and  commanded  at  Blinden.  Ha  died  in 
]769t  a  Ueutenant-GenenJ. 

At  Devizes  Wolfe  secured  lodgings  at  a  quiet  inn  to  which  he 
had  been  rocominended,  preferring  it  to  possible  harnssmentii  such 
m  had  attended  his  tjuarters  at  Canterbury,  and  especially  as  he 
Lopetl  and  believed  his  stay  in  Devizes  would  be  brief.  The  inn — 
now  no  longer  an  inn — is  still  poiut«l  out  after  the  lapse  of  a 
century  and  a  half,  at  the  back  of  tJie  town  halL^  The  regiment 
and  its  eoknd,  porobably  in  view  of  the  natiooal  posture  of  afiirs, 
probsldy  made  a  deeper  imprenon  on  the  townsfolk  than  iliejr 
would  ordinarily  have  done.  For  a  royal  proclamation  was  posted 
up  calling  for  recruits  to  serve  their  country  against  England^a 
hereditary  enemy,  against  whom  war  had  been  declared.  For  a 
time  the  T.ieuteiiant-Colonel  did  a  good  business  in  recruiting. 
His  health  was  anything  but  good  at  Devizes,  but  he  kept  up 
his  spirits  in  his  home  letters.  He  speaks  playfully  of  his  old 
friend,  Lady  Grey,  the  widow  of  t;ir  Henry  Grey  of  Howick, 
whose  youngest  son  was  in  WoUe*8  regiment,  and  who  took  the 
deepest  interest  in  the  gallant  lieatenant-ColoneL  It  descrfes 
to  he  mentioned  that  Cbaries  Grey*  Wolfoli  young  feUow-oflloer^ 
who  aftenwds  esqnessed  what  he  owed  to  his  superior  officer,  rose 
to  be  a  Genera],  and  died  Earl  Grey  of  Howick,  father  of  the 
oelebcated  statesman  who  carried  the  Reform  Bill  in  18801. 

*  The  present  Mayor  of  Devizes  (1909)  writes  me  that  the  houae  has  a 
doaUe  iiit«rast,in  that  lien,Oi1iliaii,aie  kisloriui.  lodged,  whsn  mmMmring 
Willi  Us  ngfaaent  sfMllitia  in  im-t. 
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To  HIS  MOTHEE. 

Dbab  MjjiAify— Hie  demand  yoa  make  for  my  receipts  looks 
as  if  you  wanted  them  for  your  own  use;  I  lafther  hope  they  aie 
for  your  friends,  knowing  that  jou  tiJce  as  much  care  of  them  as 
of  yourself.  I  have  distinguished  the  receipts  to  do  justice  to 
both  my  old  ladies.  T  have  heard  of  my  T^adv  Grey  very  lately  ; 
she  sent  me  her  comj)lHnents,  and,  what  was  more  (as  she  ex- 
pressed it),  her  hve.  You  see,  I  have  the  art  of  preserving  the 
affections  of  my  mistresses,  and  I  may  be  vain  of  these  cont^uests 
witliout  offence,  or  danger  to  iny  reputation. 

Hie  King  of  Brtissia  (God  bless  him !)  is  our  only  ally,  and 
we  are  solely  obb'ged  to  tiie  Duchy  of  Silesia  fiwr  his  friendship. 
I  am  sony  that  don^  all  mute  against  us,  that  our  strength 
mig^t  be  fully  exerted  and  our  force  known.  I  myadf  believe 
that  we  are  a  match  for  the  combined  fleets  of  Europe^  esped- 
ally  if  our  admirals  and  geneials  were  all  of  the  same  spirit. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc.,  etc., 

J,  Wolfe. 

To  HIS  FATHE&. 

Devizes,  llth  July,  1766. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  iufunneti  by  a  politician  of  this  countiy 
that  the  loss  of  the  Island  of  Minorca  will  not  influence  the 
Spanish  court,  nor  engage  them  in  a  war  against  us.  I  wish  my 
acquaintance  may  have  good  intdligenoe^  imd  that  the  Spaniards 
may  not  be  tempted  by  tiie  cession  of  that  island  to  become  our 
enemies.  But  my  own  opinion  is  that  they  will,  and  the  seige 
of  Gibraltar  by  sea  and  land,  with  the  combined  fleets,  will  be 
the  first  consequence  of  that  formidable  union  ;  in  which,  how- 
ever, I  am  fully  persna(!ed  they  will  miscarry ;  provided  always 
that  the  Lord  Baron  of  Tyrawley,  your  neighbour.^  takes  care  to 
have  three  months''  provisions  for  eight  or  ten  Ixittalions,  and 
100  pi«:es  of  cannon  towards  the  sea,  and  thirty  or  forty  mortars 
with  very  laige  mouths,  by  way  of  sinking  the  ^Foudroyant" 
and  the   ReAl*  if  they  venture  too  near. 

Mr.  Byng  has  been  a  tedious  time  beating  up  to  Minorca, 
niese  delays  either  by  wind  or  inclination,  are  fi&tal  to  us, 
because  Sir  Edward  Ilawke  can  hardly  arrive  in  time  to  prevent 
the  French  admiral  from  taking  away  a  port  of  the  Duke  of 

I  Tyrawley  wag  Fowke's  gaooessor  as  Governor  of  Gibraltar.  He  lived  at 
JUacklwatb,  and  waa  aomeUiiiig  of  a  wit 
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BidMlicn^s  amy,  and  cioortiiig  them  safe  to  TouIoil  So,  upoa 
aummipg  up  the  whole  of  our  oonduct  in  this  affidr,  both  as  to 
the  project  and  ezecatkni»  it  does  appear  to  me  that  we  are  the 
most  egregious  blunderers  in  war  that  ever  took  the  hatchet  in 
hand.  But  what  makes  me  laugh  is  our  extravagant  fears  of 
an  invasion  at  a  time  when  it  is  aWilutelj  absurd  and  almost 
impossible,  unless  we  are  to  suppose  that  the  Danish  fleet  is 
coming  out  of  the  Baltic  on  purpose  to  escort  ten  or  twelve 
French  battalions  to  England. 

I  am,  etc.,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

No  more  signal  proof  of  Wolfe's  fame  at  this  period,  even 
thoo^  he  was  hat  thirty,  and  a  irimple  lieutenant-Colonel  io  nmk, 
can  he  afibrded  than  by  the  manner  in  which  his  counad  was  con- 
stantly being  sooglht  by  yoong  membeis  of  the  militaiy  profession, 

^nimfttfil  by  the  new  zeal  for  efficiency  that  WoiUi^  ttiore  than  any 
other  man  save  Chatham  in  his  epoch,  was  to  Ruder  £uhionable. 
One  of  the  letters  he  addressed  to  such  has  been  preserved.  The 
applicnnt  Mas  no  obsoure  person,  but  the  future  Lonl  Sydney, 
whose  tkther,  Thomas  Townshend,  held  an  important  post  in  the 
Govenmient.  TownRhend\s  young  brother,  Henry  Townshend, 
was  desirous  of  entering  the  army.  It  will  be  noted  that  Wolfe 
refers  to  a  previous  letter  having  been  addressed  to  a  young  officer 
named  CorowaUis,  This  subaltern  of  a  year's  standing  was 
destined  to  become  the  fiunons  Marquis  Comwallis,  a  hr  abler 
man  than  his  ill-fortunes  in  America  a  quarter  of  a  centuxy  later 
would  seem  to  show.  Comwallis  was  anotiier  soldier  who  never 
forgot  the  early  influence  of  the  Conqiwror  of  Quebec. 

To  Thomas  Towmshbndu 

Devizee^  b'ltnday,  ]Uth  July,  1756. 
Dkau  Sir, — Yon  cannot  find  mc  a  more  agreeable  employ- 
ment than  to  srr\L'  and  oblige  you,  and  I  wish  with  all  my  heart 
that  my  inclinations  and  abilities  were  of  et^ual  force.  I  do  not 
recollect  what  it  was  that  I  recommended  to  Mr.  Comwallisls 
nephew  t  it  might  be  the  Comte  de  TWpin^  book,^  which  is 
certainly  worth  looking  into,  as  it  contains  a  good  deal  of 
plain  practioe.  Your  brother,  no  doubt*  is  master  of  the  Latin 
and  French  laiiguagefl^  and  has  some  knowledge  of  the  mathe- 

*  Esttti  »ur  FArt  de  la  Guerre f  Parls^  1754. 
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matics ;  without  the  last  he  can  never  become  acquainted  with 
one  considen^le  branch  of  our  business,  the  construction  of 
fortification  and  the  attack  and  defence  of  places ;  and  I  would 
advise  blm  by  all  means  to  give  up  a  year  or  two  of  his  time 
now  i^iile  he  is  youi^  If  he  has  not  ahnady  done  it,  to  the 
study  of  the  mathematicB»  because  it  will  greatly  ftdlitate  his 
progress  in  military  matters. 

As  to  the  books  that  are  fittest  for  this  purpose,  he  may 
begin  with  the  "  Kinc^  of  Prussia^  Regulations  for  his  Horse 
and  Fcxjt,"  where  the  economy  and  good  order  of  an  army  in  the 
lower  branthe.^  are  extremely  well  t^staljlislied.  Then  there  are 
the  "  Memoirs  '  of  the  Marquis  de  Santa  Cruz,  Fcuqui^res,  and 
Montecucculi ;  Folard's  "  Commentaries  upon  Polybius  ^ ;  the 
Rojet  de  Tactique  * ;  **  UAttaqne  et  la  Defense  des  Places,* 
par  le  Mar^al  de  Vauban;  **Le8  Memoiies  de  Goulon*; 
^*  Llngenieur  de  Gsmpagne.'**  Le  Sieur  Benie  for  all  that 
concerns  artillery.  Of  tlic  ancients,  Vegetius,  Caesar,  Tliucy- 
dides,  Xenophon's  "  Life  of  Cyrus,"  and  Retreat  of  the  Ten 
Thousand  Greeks.""  I  do  not  mention  Polybius,  because  the 
Commentaries  and  the  History  naturally  go  together.  Of  later 
days,  I^vila,  Guicciardini,  Strada,  and  the  "Memoirs  of  the 
Due  de  Sully.'*  There  is  an  abundance  of  military  knowledge  to 
be  picked  out  of  the  lives  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  and  Ciiarle^i  XII, 
King  of  Sweden,  and  of  Zisea  the  Bohemian ;  and  if  a  tolerable 
acooont  ooidd  be  got  of  the  eipkuts  of  Scanderbcg,  it  mnild  be 
inestimsUe;  for  hie  excels  all  the  officen,  ancient  and  modem, 
in  the  conduct  of  a  small  defensive  army.  I  met  with  him  in 
the  Turkish  Histoiy,  but  nowhere  else.^  The  <*JLife  of  Sueto- 
nius,* too,  contains  many  fine  things  in  this  way.  There  is  a 
book  lately  pMblishcd  that  I  have  heard  commended,  "  UArt  de 
la  Guerre  Pratique  — I  suppose  it  is  collected  from  all  the  best 
authors  that  treat  of  war ;  and  there  is  a  little  volume,  entitled 
** Traits  de  la  Petite  Guerre,"  that  your  brother  should  take  in 

'  .Tolin  de  Trocznow,  w^in«c  inilitiry  .ihilltca  are  acknowlrrlpcd  by  all 
hifltori&us  of  his  times,  rendered  liimsolf  funoas  iu  the  religious  wan  of 
Gcrmuiy,  in  tiie  fifteenth  century.  He  veedved  tiie  sobrlqiMl  at  JBbMi,  or 
*' one-eyed,"  from  having  iu  his  youth  Inst  nn  rye  in  Sattlp.  He  died  of  the 
plague  iu  1424.  Zisca  h&a  been  ranked  amongst  the  ReformerSj  and  a  life  of 
Um,  M  midi,  I17  W.  Gilpin,  was  paUithed  in  fTM. 

(reorge  Castriot,  sou  of  an  AUianian  prince,  waj;  born  in  1404,  xnd  scut  n.B 
a  hostage  to  the  court  of  Sultan  Amurath  IX^  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
llalimnflitaii  &Wh.  Owii^  tehb  strength  uidootmige,  he  was  given  tfieima 
of  Alrinn^^er  (» INirklili,  SeuAu),  wbidi  ww aoeompHiied  witb  the tille of 
Bey^  or  Beg. 
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his  pocket  when  he  goes  upon  out-duty  and  detadiments.  Hie 

Mardshal  de  Puys^gur's  book,  too,  is  in  esteem. 

I  believe  Mr,  Townshertfi  will  think  this  catalorrup  long 
enougli  ;  and  if  he  has  patience  to  mui,  and  desire  to  apply  (as 
i  am  persuaded  he  has),  the  knowledge  contained  in  them,  there 
is  also  wherewithal  to  make  him  a  coixsiderable  person  in  his 
profearioD,  and  of  course  very  useful  and  serviceable  to  his 
eomtty.  In  general,  Hie  lives  of  all  great  oo]iiiiiaiMlen»  and  all 
good  histories  of  vailike  natioDSy  will  be  instructii^  and  lead 
him  naturally  to  endeavour  to  imitate  what  he  must  neoesBarilj 
i^yprove  of.  In  these  days  of  scarcity,  and  in  these  unludcy 
times,  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  all  our  young  soldiers  of 
birth  and  education  would  follow  your  brother's  steps,  and,  as 
they  will  have  their  turn  to  command,  that  they  would  try  to 
make  themselves  fit  for  the  impoi*tant  trust;  without  it  we  must 
sink  under  the  superior  uliilities  and  indefatigable  industry  of 
our  restless  neighbours.  You  have  drawn  a  longer  letter  upon 
yourself  than  perhaps  you  expected ;  but  I  oould  hardly  make  it 
diorter,  without  doing  wrong  to  a  good  author.  In  what  a 
strange  manner  have  we  conducted  oar  afRttxs  in  the  KediteT' 
raneanl  QueOe  ltdU  oecamim  manqtUe. 
I  ani)  witli  perfect  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jam.  Woupk. 

It  only  remains  to  be  added  that  Townsh(  id  attained  the  rank 
of  Colonel,  and  was  killed  in  battle,  June  1762.  "  The  favourite 
of  t  he  whole  army,^  wrote  Collins,  and  even  Walpole  gives  him  high 
praise. 

Thorc  is  extfiiit  still  another  letter  from  Wolfe  at  this  time, 
conveying  friendly  counsel  to  a  subaltern.  It  was  addressed  to 
Hugh  Lord,  a  nephew  of  iiickson''s.^ 

To  Hugh  Loan. 

\datc  rmssing."] 

Deab  Huty, — By  a  letter  hom  my  mother,  I  find  you  are 
now  an  officer  in  Lord  Ghas»  Hay*B  Regiment,  which  I  heartily 
give  you  joy  of,  and,  as  I  sincerely  wish  you  success  in  life,  you 
will  give  me  leave  to  give  you  a  few  hints  which  may  be  id  use 
to  you  in  it   Ihe  field  you  are  going  into  is  quite  new  to  you, 

1  This  letter  is  now  in  the  possesdoo  of  Mr.  ChailM  Daltan.   It  has  the 

water-mark  which  all  M'^nlfe's  letters  to  his  firiend,  Major  Rickson,  ht  ar.  An 
account  of  thU  water-oiark  iairiveu  by  Mr.  Dalton  in  the  Jwrttai  of  the  Bmial 
UmUtd  Suvtim  huUMion  lor  Dsoember,  1902. 
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but  may  be  trod  very  safely,  and  soon  made  known  to  jqu,  if 
you  only  get  iata  it  by  the  proper  entnuuse. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  jou  have  entirely  laid  aside  the  boj 
and  aU  boyish  aimmementa,  and  have  oonsidered  younelf  as  a 
yanog  man  gohig  into  a  manly  profesdoDy  where  you  must  be 
answerable  for  your  own  conduct ;  your  character  in  life  must  be 
that  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman  ;  the  first  is  to  be  acquired  by 
application  and  attendance  on  your  dutv  :  the  second  by  adbering 
most  strictly  to  the  tlic  tfitcs  of  honour,  and  the  rulesi  of  good 
breeding ;  &nd  be  most  particular  in  each  of  these  points  when 
you  join  your  Re^ment ;  if  there  are  any  officers'  guard  mounted, 
be  sure  constantly  to  attend  the  parade,  observe  carefully  the 
manner  of  the  offioers  taking  their  posts,  the  eieicise  of  thdr 
espontoon,  ete. ;  when  the  guard  is  mardied  off  from  the  parade^ 
aUend  it  to  the  place  of  relief,  and  observe  the  manner  and  ibrm 
of  lelievin^^  and  when  you  retiuTi  to  your  chamber  (which  should 
he  as  soon  as  you  could,  Ic^t  what  you  saw  slip  out  of  your 
memory),  consult  Bland's  MUUary  Discipline^  on  that  head; 
this  will  be  the  readiest  method  of  learninrr  this  part  of  your 
duty,  which  is  what  you  will  be  the  soonest  called  on  to  perform. 
Wlien  off  duty  get  a  serjt  or  corporal,  whom  the  £wljutajit  will 
recommend  to  you,  to  teach  you  the  exercise  of  the  firelock, 
which  I  b^  of  you  to  make  yourself  as  much  master  of  as  if  you 
were  a  simple  soldier,  the  eiact  and  nice  knowledge  of  this  will 
readily  bring  you  to  understand  all  other  parts  of  your  duty, 
make  you  a  proper  judge  of  the  performance  of  the  men,  and 
qualify  you  for  ^e  post  of  an  adjutant,  and  in  time  many  other 
employments  of  credit. 

When  yon  arc  posted  to  yonr  company,  take  care  that  the 
Serjeants  or  corporals  constantly  brinrr  yon  the  orders;  treat 
those  oflTiccrs  with  kindness,  but  keep  them  at  a  distance,  so  will 
you  be  beloved  and  respecti  <!  l)v  Ok  hi.  Read  your  orders  with 
attention,  and  if  anything  ni  pai  ticular  conccrnii  yourself,  put  it 
down  in  your  memorandum  book,  which  I  would  have  you  [keep] 
conatantly  in  your  pocket  ready  for  any  remarks.  Be  sure  to  • 
attend  constantly  morning  and  evening  the  roll  calling  of  the 
company;  watch  carefully  the  absentees,  and  enquire  into 
reasons  for  their  being  so ;  and  particularly  be  watchful  they  do 
not  endeavour  to  impose  on  you  sham  excuses,  which  th^  are 

*  A  Treatm  on  Military  Disripfim,  hy  Hamphrej  filand^  £s9*j  Br^sdier- 
Genend  of  His  Majesty  's  Forces^  Loudon,  1743. 
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apt  io  do  with  young  officers,  but  will  be  deterred  from  it  by  a 
proper  severity  in  detecting  them. 

{Here  wifortunaUii/  the  rest  of  the  excellent  Utter  has  been 
torn  off.) 

like  other  men  Wolfe  hod  his  private  and  his  profcKsional 
maimar.    Hia  extraordinary  enthusiasm  Ibr  all  that  pertained  to 

the  making  of  a  good  soldier  and  a  good  Englishman  did  not 
prevent  his  hv'mg;  intptisely  human  at  times.  The  Wolfe  temper 
could  flan^  up  in  astoni  liiiiL;  tashion,  and  one  cannot  help  expre.ss- 
ing  wonder  as  to  exactly  wliat  would  have  ha|)[)oned  if  he  and  the 
"  rascal  JVlr.  I'hilpot of  Canterbury  had  met  each  other  face  to  face. 

To  ms  MOTHBB. 

DeviBM,  Monday,  2Qth  JtUy^  1758. 

Deab  MadaM) — Looking  over  my  papers,  I  found  that  rascal 
Mr.  Philpot's  two  last  receipts  and  the  lawyer*s  receipt  for  what 
was  due  after  the  fugitive  had  evacuated  those  (jnarters.  They 
will  convince  you  of  two  points,  that  my  latidlord  is  a  very 
great  rogue,  and  that  I  am  pretty  exact.  If  ever  I  catch  him, 
I  will  break  his  bones.  To-morrow  we  march  towards  our  camp, 
and  on  Tinmday  morning  we  pitch  oar  tents  upon  the  Downs, 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Blandfoid.  If  tfaete  is  an  ounce  of 
Ksidutiaii  left,  we  shaVt  lie  long  idle ;  but  I  am  afraid  we  have 
not  spirit  enough  for  an  undertaking  of  any  great  moment.  Tlie 
Duke  of  Belleisle^s  name  makes  our  pusillanimous  trembloi  and 
God  knows  there  was  never  less  cause. 

T  have  been  but  once  on  horseback  this  month  ;  however,  I 
find  iiivself  well  enough  to  march  with  the  it  Li;inient,  and  shall 
probably  recover  apnce.  Our  new  Colonel  is  a  sensible  man, 
and  very  sociable  and  polite.  Little  Rickson  is  appointed  to 
act  as  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  in  Scotland,  a  place  of 
great  trust,  honour,  and  profit.  The  Duke  recommended  him  to 
be  Deputy  Governor  of  Pensylvania,  which  would  have  been 
worth  £1SOO  a  year  to  his  EioeUency,  besides  the  glory  of 
wagmg  continual  war  with  the  wild  men  of  America,  but  a  more 
fortunate  man  stepped  in  with  better  support,  and  disappointed 
our  friend. 

Wish  a  great  deal  of  joy  to  Mr.  Aylmer^  in  inv  nnme,  and 
teii  him  if  he  will  breed  any  soldiers  I  shall  engage  them  as  fast 

1  Brother  of  Lord  Aylmcr,  of  Balratlt.  Mrs.  Wolfe  liequeillwd  £190  tO 
WoUe's  godson^  second  son  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Aylmor. 
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as  they  are  aWf»  to  ^^rv^.  T  honr  that  LafRU«;il]p  ^  ha«?  been  pre- 
paring for  action,  thoupl:  T  did  not  kno\v  with  Nvluit  design  until 
you  cleared  it  up.  I'm  tired  of  proposing  anytliing  to  the 
officers  that  command  our  regiments;  they  are  in  general  so 
lazy  and  so  bigoted  to  old  habits ;  though  I  must  do  him  the 
jtwUoe  to  say  that  he  ^fibn  ftom  them  in  that  respect,  and  Is 
induatrious  beyond  measure. 

If  that  Bjng  had  been  in  haste  to  letrieve  his  own  honour 
and  the  Teputation  of  the  British  flag,  he  has  had  time  and 
strength  to  do  it.  But  I  fear  he  is  a  dog,  and  therefore  I  hope 
the  fleet  did  not  sail  from  Gibraltar  till  after  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
got  there.  It  would  havo  lieen  of  infinite  concern  to  this  nation 
that  the  castle  of  SL  Philip  should  hold  out  till  the  seroiul  or 
third  of  this  month.  If  they  had  been  all  demolished  by  their 
obstinacy  they  could  not  die  better.  You  see  what  haste  the 
I>uke  of  Richelieu  made  to  get  for  the  fort;  he  foresaw  the 
danger  of  our  fleet^s  returning  with  the  Admirsls  that  nov 
conuiaand  it,  and  therefore,  undor  pretence  of  doing  honour  to 
tfaegairison  for  their  brave  defence,  and  to  Blakenqr  in  particukr, 
he  rejected  no  proposals  that  were  made.  His  sole  aim  was  to 
garnsoo  the  fort  and  get  back  to  Toulon  with  the  rest  of  his 
army  before  our  squadron  could  return  from  Gibraltar,  and  I  am 
afraid  he  has  ??nrce<fled  in  his  wish.  If  Byni^  has  lost  one  day 
at  Gibraltar,  he  is  the  most  damnable  of  traitors. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe, 

After  a  month  at  Devizes  the  regiment  marclied  away  to 
Shroton,  near  Bland  ford,  where  the  troops  went  under  canvas. 
Here  for  ten  weeks  in  good  weather  they  lay  encamped. 

To  ms  Fatrzb. 

BlHidM  Csmpk  A^gud  4ik,  1766b 
Dbab  Sib, — Our  little  army  collected  amounts  to  6 
Battalions,  6  squadrons  and  2  troops  of  light  hmrse ;  and  we 
have  IS  small  pieces  of  artillery.  We  are  encamped  upon  a 
very  wholesome  and  very  plea.sant  dry  spot,  but  as  the  country 
round  about  is  extremely  open,  and  our  situation  high,  the 
winds  rather  incommode  us.  To  make  amends  they  scour  the 
camp  and  bring  us  a  constant  current  of  fresh  air.    The  General 

*  "John  L&fiiusille,  Lieut -Col.  of  the  8th  (General  Wolfe's)  regiment  of  foot, 
WIS  promoted  to  the  oolonelcv  of  the  G6th  in  1768.  He  was  created  a  Major- 
Gonenl  io  iTOl^snd  diedon  aiiw^yageluiiiM  fromHsvanain  1763.*'— Wright 


Digitized  by  Google 


AT  BLANDFORD  CAMP  801 


has  seen  the  Dragoons,  and  the  battalions  aie  preparing  to  be 

received  one  after  another.  When  this  is  over  I  imagine  he  will 
proceed  to  another  business  more  to  the  purpose,  after  requiring 
such  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  private  discipline  of 
corps,  us  he  AmW  ttiiiik  needful.  There  is  a  great  .srarrity  of 
gun  powder  in  the  camp,  so  that  \is  like  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
do  business  without  noise.  The  Lt-Geneial  lives  about  8  mike 
off,  and  the  Major-General  about  5 ;  but  the  Duke  of  Bedfixid 
has  got  a  house  at  Blandlbid,  which  brings  him  within  a  mik 
and  a  half  of  the  army. 

There  is  good  care  taken  of  the  men  in  the  necessary  articles 
of  wood  and  stfaw,  bread  and  meat,  and  the  regiment  will  all  be 
new  clothed  very  soon.  We  have  hospitals  for  the  sick  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  oanip,  n  physician  general  nnrl  a  surgeon 
to  inspect,  and  bedding  dchvered  to  us  for  50  men  per  battalion. 
The  private  concerns  of  our  regiment  are  in  n;()0(l  hanrls,  for  the 
Colonel  looks  into  matters  and  orders  every  thing  ior  the  best. 
I  dare  belies  there  is  the  same  good  management  under  your 
LL-Calondl  who  is  an  eiample  of  care  and  diligence,  and  indeed 
all  the  commanders  of  corps  seem  to  attend  in  their  respective 
promises  to  the  maintenance  of  order  and  discipline.  So  much  fat 
the  army ;  and  as  for  myself  this  sort  of  life  generally  agrees 
▼ery  wdl  with  me,  and  I  am  much  better  in  health,  since  I  came 
into  the  open  air.  I  wish  you  and  my  mother  all  happiness,  I 
b^  my  duty  to  her,  and  am,  dear  Sir,  etc. 

Jam.  Wolfje. 

To  HIS  MOTHEB. 

Blandford  Camp,  7  Aug»,  176G. 

Dear  Madam, — The  ad  lition  of  a  battalion  to  every  Regiment 
of  Foot  ^  mak^  rouui  for  little  Adeane  and  I  have  written  to 
remind  Lord  Albemarle  of  his  promise,  who  was  indeed  so 
obhgiiig  as  to  ofier  his  ser?ices  Ibr  any  relation  or  friend  that  I 
was  desiroos  of  providing  for  in  this  way.  I  have  confined  my 
request,  singly  to  this  point,  which  I  hope  will  ensure  his  success* 
You  must  send  (or  take  care  that  it  be  sent)  his  Christian  name 
to  Lord  Albemarle's  in  Bolton  Street  without  loss  of  time ; 
because  the  officers  will  be  named  immediatoly.  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  my  father  this  day  with  a  bod  account  of  your  health. 

'  By  a  War  Office  nunttts  25th  Atagnst,  1750,  second  battalions  of  780  men 

each  were  to  be  added  to  fifteen  infantry  regiTnenti.  Tfie^p  hnttn1ion«:  after- 
wards became  r^ments,  of  one  of  which,  a«  wo  ftiiaM  aeo,  W  oile  got  the 
Gokmslcsf. 


Digitized  by  Google 


302   LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 

As  the  gout  and  rheumatism  are  disorders  of  the  same  nfttiiro  ; 
I  should  think  that  the  sarro  wJno  tiiifrht  assist  you.  I  wish  with 
all  my  lieart  that  anything  could  be  thought  of  for  your  benefit 
and  relief.  Pray  tell  the  General  that  I  recomnitiui  one  ot  his 
LieutcuaDts  to  him  upon  ikia  occa^iou.  Hamiltuu  detterves 
some  pivHootioiL 

Tboe  is  a  scheme  on  Ibot  to  provide  Maiikett  for  oar  men 
(anee  tibe  Govenmieot  will  not  be  at  that  eipenae)  tiie  ofioett 
coatribate  according  to  their  abilitiei— now  that  he  hai  a 
battalion  added  to  his  Regiment  be  may  aiford  to  send  them 
twenty  guineas  for  that  purpose — other  Colonels  have  done  tty 
and  I  have  answered  for  him.  My  duty  to  the  Geneial. 
I  am,  dear  Mnflani, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

J.  VV. 

PS. — Little  Brown  ^  has  been  playing  the  vay  devil,  I  mutt 
write  to  Tim  about  him. 

Pkifkkfiitfii 

That  smnmer  Kngland  bad  a  diHtingtriahed  viator  tn  the  perKm 
of  the  Ihince  of  Nassau,  who  went  about  eramlning  all  the  sights 
wil^  considerable  enthusiasm.  He  figured  as  the  guest  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  (whose  military  tutor  had  been  Guy  Carleton) 
who  placed  his  town  house  in  Whitehall  at  the  Piince^s  disposal 
and  carrying  him  oft"  to  Newmarket,  Kp'^om  and  Goodwood.  A 
few  weeks  after  the  Prince's  arrival  his  liost  brought  him  down  to 
the  regiment  and  introduced  him  to  Wolfe,  for  whoui  be  enter- 
tained a  high  opinion.  About  the  same  time  tha-e  arrived  at 
Southampton  eight  regiments  of  Hesriaa  troops,  under  Ooont 
dlsaiiboaig.  We  are  told  that  ihsf  made  ^a  fine  appeanmoe^ 
bemg  genemllj  strsight,  tall  and  slenider.  Tlieir  uniform  is  bhi^ 
turned  up  wi^  red  and  laced  with  white ;  and  their  hair  plaited 
behind  hangs  down  to  the  waist"" '  But  it  was  their  splendid 
discipline  widcb  attamcted  Wolfe's  regard* 

To  HIS  Fathek. 

WlodMstar,  M  ffipfcailav  17M. 
DiAft  SiBy^I  am  afiaid  yoa  will  think  me  a  little  idk^  and 
be  still  move  oonvinoed  of  it  when  yon  see  my  letter  dated  ftom 


),  Msf  17MI 
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WindieBter.  A  lieutenant-  olouel  forty  miles  from  his  cainp! 
What  carries  him  so  far  from  his  duty  ?  The  case  is  this : — 
The  Prince  of  Nassnn  is  going  away,  «nd  the  Duke  of  Hicbmonrl 
inefins-  to  entertain  him  a  dny  or  two  at  Goodwood  before  his 
departun  ,  and  wo  the  Hessians  exorcise  as  we  go  along.  The 
Duke  proposed  lliis  party  to  me,  and  undertook  to  get  the 
Generals  leave.  There  was  too  much  pleasure  and  too  much 
bonoor  in  his  Giwx^s  oAr  to  be  veAued*  To-moRW  monilDi^ 
four  of  the  Hearian  battaliopB  and  ■ome  aitOkr^  cshifaite  the 
ProBBian  discipline^  after  which  we  are  to  ln«ak&st  with  Cocmt 
dl^mbourg,  their  Greneral,  and  dine  at  the  Duke  of  Bkliniond^fly 
which  is  five^and-tweuty  mika  from  hence. 

We  had  a  general  review  and  exercise  of  our  forces  yesterday 
upon  R!aiK^f(irrl  Downs,  to  the  Lnrat  entertainment  of  the 
ignorant  s;)cctatoi"s ;  though,  according  to  my  iiulL^nnent.  we  do 
not  deserve  even  their  approbiilion.  There  are  ollicers  who  had 
the  presumption  and  vanity  to  applaud  our  operatious,  bad  as 
they  were;  but  I  hope  the  Genial  saw  our  defects,  and  will 
apply  a  speedy  remedy,  withoat  tdiich  I  tbtok  we  aie  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  cut  to  pieces  in  our  firrt  enooonter. 

We  have  some  suspicion  of  an  enterprise  in  embryo,  and  we 
conclude  that  it  vdll  be  in  a  warm  climate.  If  the  least  notice 
is  given  me,  I  shall  send  for  all  my  thin  clothes  and  linen.  The 
Duke  of  RichiuoDd  talks  of  visiting  the  two  camps  in  Kent,  and 
he  will,  if  I  am  with  him,  do  us  the  honour  to  drink  a  dish  of 
tea  at  yuur  Louse.  He  has  expre5sed  a  desire  to  see  you  ;  whence 
tlmt  curiosity  arises  I  can't  imagine,  but  80  it  is.  I  send  you 
both  my  best  wishes* 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wotn. 

Our  hero  got  a  brief  leave  of  absence  and  saw  his  parents  at 
Blackheath  during  September. 

In  the  following  month  came  newt  of  an  outbieak  of  rioting  on 
the  part  of  the  Gloooestenfaire  weaken  which  alarmed  the  Govern- 
ment. Wcdfe  received  otders  on  October  19  to  mardi  stndj^twaj 
with  six  companies — three  of  his  own  r^ment  and  three  of  the 
9i]flb^*4o  bdp  the  magistrates  suppress  the  distmbanoes^ 

7b  HIS  Fazbxb* 

Gunp  neur  BlsaaM,  19  (kL,  17M. 
Dkab  Sis,r-Tlie  regiments  who  have  the  longest  march  are 
bj  oar  managemoit  the  longest  in  camp.   Henaia  twomilitaiy 
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battalions  of  us,  up  to  our  knees  in  dirt,  while  onr  c  <jMini<ied  arc 
very  snug  in  their  quarters.  It  sterns  the  Adjutant-general 
sent  orders  that  the  Bu£&  and  our  r^;iment  should  remain  till 
an  answer  came  from  Lord  Hom  in  lektloa  to  tiie  banadca  at 
Pljmoailiy  and  they  omitted  to  give  Sir  Jolm  Mofdannt «  proper 
latitude  in  ceee  the  weather  was  such  as  made  it  nccciaiy  to 
canton  the  men  in  this  neighbourhood,  so  that  by  his  exact  and 
literal  obedieooe  of  orders,  we  risk  the  gnateet  i^wg— » and  an 
alzeady  beginning  to  fall  sii  k. 

Lafausille  told  mc  that  you  had  mentioned  my  mother's  care 
of  my  little  affair  in  a  letter  to  him,  for  which  1  am  extremely 
obh'p^tHl  to  her,  and  hope  that  a  fair  wind  will  convey  them  soon 
to  Plymouth,  where  I  shall  pick  and  choose  which  I  think  may 

be  moat  nsefiDly  and  leave  the  rest  for  my  faein  and  encutork^ 
My  dnfy  to  ray  mother.  I  wiah  yon  both  the  bert  of  health  and 
ani»dear  SiTy 

Your  obedient  and  aflbctionate  son, 

X  Worn 

PS. — Since  I  writ  my  letter,  orders  are  come  to  decamp,  and 
I  have  received  command  to  march  with  six  companies  into 
Gloooeateidiiiiey  to  aaiist  the  dvil  power  in  aoppie^  % 
I  have  three  companies  of  the  BuA  and  three  of  oar  own ;  and 
I  marrb  to-monow  monung; 

It  was  never  a  pleasant  task  to  a  soldier,  nnd  one  in  which  no 
lionour  is  to  be  nrqnircd,  tmless  he  is  so  fortunate  as  to  attain  his 
ends  without  spilling  blood-  Otherwise,  in  a  country  like  En  inland, 
the  "whiff  oi  gi>ipe«thot^  is  apt  to  put  a  stigma  upon  an  oAicor*! 
character  not  easily  edaced. 

7\>  HIS  MoTBBL 

Sodbary,  Smdau,  October,  17M. 
Drar  Madam, — I  write  yoa  this  duurt  letter  to  inform  you 
that  the  Gloucestei-shire  weavers  and  I  are  not  yet  come  to  blows 
nor  do  I  believe  we  shall.  The  expedition  carries  me  i\  little  out 
of  my  road  and  a  little  in  the  dirt,  but  I  believe  there  ne\  ur  was 
a  more  harmless  piece  oi  business,  for  I  have  men  enough  to  beat 
the  mob  of  all  England  collected.  I  hope  it  will  turn  out  a 
good  recruiting  party,  for  the  people  are  ao  eppresicd,  ao  poor 
and  eo  wretdied,  that  they  will  petbapehanni  a  knock  on  the 

*  An  UBortnient  of  knives  and  silver  forks  and  spoous. 
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pate  for  bread  and  clothes,  and  turn  soldiers  through  sheer 
nec^ity.  To-morrow  I  enter  the  enemy's  country,  and  dispose 
my  troops  in  fhe\r  winter  quarters  ;  niys<^lf  to  a  stratrgh'ng  dirty 
village,  over  the  ankles  in  mud.  Bad  acLOiiiuiodittioii  and  bad 
company  are  so  familiar  to  me,  that  I  am  almost  iu  danger  of 
kmng  tlie  taste  of  anjrthing  better.  Yodll  be  pleaied  to  nod 
my  baggage  to  Plymouth  tm  befbn  dflBied,  for  I  bope  to  get 
tMre  tune  enough  to  ]a6k  ont  it  before  ipe  eet  leil  to  retake  81. 
Fhilip^s  or  to  wiie  the  isle  of  Corttca  few  our  use. 

My  nurse's  sons  ^  were  two  of  the  finest  soldiers  in  the  ounp 
at  Shroton.  Richard  has  behaved  so  well  that  he  has  hopes  of 
preferment ;  the  other  is  an  exceedingly  able  fellow,  and  strong 
as  ten  common  men.  I  furnished  lliein  for  their  march  to 
Pl>  nu)utli,  and  gave  them  hopes  i)f  many  gotxl  tilings  in  the 
prufe».<)ion.  You  must  dinx:t  for  me  at  Stroud  in  Glouo^tei-shire 
end  you  must  tell  me  how  yon  eie^  end  wbeft  k  doing  m  your 
peigbbooihood,  London,  I  xedum,  will  loon  be  in  an  iqmwr. 
You  eie  happy  that  you  ere  out  of  Ibe  noiee  of  the  pc^mieoe^ 
and  out  of  the  smoke  of  the  city.  When  it  the  anhapiij 
Admiral '  to  be  judged?  Wbendoee  he  olfor  en  apology  for  the 
loss  of  St  Philip's,  excuse  himself,  or  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  life 
for  that  inestimable  fortress  ?  I,  who  never  read  the  news,  never 
know  what  is  doinjt^,  and  my  rorrfspoiulents  seem  to  have 
iiitclli^'ence  prtj|u)i tioneti  to  my  curio.siLy.  Tray  tell  the  General 
that  1  tiiumph  in  the  King  of  Prussia's  success.'  This  wa^  to 
henre  been  a  short  letter,  and  if  you  knew  idiet  noise  and  what 
oompanioiis  iUl  the  loom,  you  iraold  wonder  tibet  it  wie  other- 


I  fffp|  deer  Miwlftini  fti%| 

J.  WouEi 

lb  mi  Iforan. 

Strond,  November, 

Dkar  Madam, — Yrry  little  society,  and  no  amusement  but 
walking  or  riding,  fru  rcs  ni  ?  to  be  troublesome  to  you.  '^I'he 
shortest  of  the  two  gun  (  fises  euntaiiis  a  little  gun  for  the  woods  : 
may  I  ask  the  favoui*  ui  you  to  send  the  gun-case  to  the  George  ^ 
upon  Snow  Hill  directed  to  me  at  Stroud,  in  Gloucestershire ; 
the  other  I  dedre  mig^  go  to  Plymonih  with  my  beggage 

>  RicfaiinlMid  Wil]kmHoafBrofW«t«ilMm<iMp.8>» 

3  T^victory  over  the  AestriMH  endw  Ifankd  Braim  el  UrnmUlM,  Is 
BolMmia,  ist  Oetobar,  17M. 

X 
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The  obstinacy  of  tho  poor,  lialf-starvefl  weavers  of  broad-cloth 
that  inhabit  this  c x traort liiu ay  country  is  surprising.  They  beg 
about  the  country  ibr  iood,  because,  they  say,  the  masters  have 
beat  down  their  wages  too  low  to  live  upon,  and  I  believe  it  is  a 
jtut  oompkmt.  liose  iHio  are  mott  oppressed  have  seised  the 
tools,  and  broke  the  looms  ofotiieii  that  wouMworit  if  cauUL 
I  am  afraid  th^  will  proceed  to  some  extrnvagraraes,  and  force 
the  magistntes  to  use  our  weafXHLs  against  them,  which  would 
give  me  a  great  deal  of  concern.  The  face  of  this  country  is 
different  from  anything  that  I  have  seen  in  England.  Number- 
less little  hills,  little  rivulets  running  in  all  the  bottoms  ;  the 
lower  pai-ts  of  the  hills  are  ^nerallv  grass,  the  middle  c  om,  and 
the  upper  part  wood,  and  innumt  rable  little  white  houses  in  all 
the  vales,  so  tliat  there  is  a  vu&t  variety  ;  and  every  mile  changes 
the  soene^  and  gives  yon  anewandpleasaiit  prospect.  The  poor 
people  in  this  neighhooihood  are  vastly  well  afcted,  fbrtfaer  off 
ther  aie  as  ill :  but  their  chielL  the  Duke  of  Beaufinrtm  isu  I  hear. 
Upon  the  point  of  death,  which  will  probaUy  disoonoert  the 
fiurtion.^ 

The  public  papers  seem  to  have  taken  a  turn  in  favour  of  our 
Adniirni  ;  but  T,  who  am  an  eye-witness  of  the  ronspf]uonre«!  of 
his  fat  til  con  duel,  shall  Tievcr  be  brought  to  soften  towar(l>  him. 
If  he  did  Tiot  persoruiliy  engage  through  fear,  or  declined  it 
through  treachery  ;  or  if  he  went  out  with  instructions  not  to  be 
too  forward  in  reheving  Minorca,  he  deserves  ten  thousand  deaths. 
An  KngliA  Admiral  who  accepts  of  such  instcuetions  should 
lose  his  head;  hut,  alas!  our  afRdis  are  frUing  down  apace. 
This  country  is  going  fut  upon  its  ruin,  by  the  paltry  projects 
and  more  ridiculous  executicm  of  those  who  are  entrusted. 
Remember  how  often  I  have  pressed  upon  for  your  security,  how 
I  have  warned  my  father  of  the  hazards  and  precarious  state  of 
onr  pnblir  funds.  I  have  done  my  duty  to  you  in  that  i"e.spect, 
and  do  it  in  evei-y  other  if  it  should  hereafter  become 
necessary,  and  i  live  and  have  it  in  my  power. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Wours. 

There  was  a  member  of  Mrs.  Wdfe^s  househdd  who  had 
mortally  offended  Wolfe  by  his  insinuations  long  before  against  his 
inamorata,  Miss  Xawson,  and  other  inddeuts  had  lately  ooemied  to 

>  He  died  October  28,  17M.  Tin  frdien  was  tlie  JeeoUtss,  of  irfiieb 
tfae  Dobs  was  the  faesd. 
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stir  up  bis  resentment.  He  therefore  wrote  this  person  whom  he 
had  denominated  Jezebel,""  a  ahaip  letter  for  which  he  now 
cxpsaset  condign  repentance. 

To  HIS  MOTUKK. 

Stroud,  13  Nov.,  1760. 
Dear  Madam, — I  should  account  myself  little  less  tiian  a 
hatbarian,  if  I  wilfully,  designedly,  added  anything  to  the 
great  misery  that  you  are  forced  almost  every  day  to  undeiga 
My  duty  icnrbidfl  me  to  mcreaee  your  misfortones,  and  I  am  not 
in  my  nature  disposed  to  plagae  and  torment  people^  and  more 
espedally  those  I  love.  My  temper  is  much  too  warm,  and 
sudden  resentment  forces  out  expressions  and  even  actions  that 
art}  ni'itlicr  justifiable  nor  excusable,  and  perhnps  I  do  not  correct 
that  natural  heat  so  much  as  1  ouirht  to  do  ;  but  you  must  have 
observed  that  pcojile  arc  apt  to  resent  what  they,  at  first  view, 
(and  otten  inadvisetily)  take  for  injuries,  with  more  than  comon 
quickness,  when  they  come  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  With 
regard  to  myself  you  must  leave  to  time  and  exerted  reason  for 
the  oorrection  of  those  errors  and  vices,  whidi  may  at  present 
prevail  most  against  sense  and  judgement— pointing  them  out 
in  the  gentlest  and  friendliest  manner,  and  by  tiiat  means  help 
to  weaken  and  to  destroy  them.  I  have  that  cursed  disposition 
of  mind,  (the  worst  (juality  that  can  seize  the  heart  of  man,  and 
the  devil's  gront  assistant)  that,  when  I  once  know  that  people 
have  entertained  a  very  ill  opinion  I  imagine  they  never  change  ; 
firom  whence  one  j)a>s(  s  easily  to  an  indifference  nl  xiut  tlicm,  and 
then  to  dislike ;  and  thuugii  I  flatter  myi>elf  that  I  have  a 
sense  of  justice  strong  enougli  to  keep  me  from  doing  wrong, 
even  to  an  oiemy,  yet  these  lurks  a  hidden  poison  in  tiie  heart 
that  is  difllcult  to  root  out.  However  in  this  respect  Satan  Is 
disappointed  for  I  have  been  so  long  used  to  love  and  esteem  yon 
in  gratitude  for  your  good  ofHces,  and  still  more  in  consideration 
of  tiie  many  excellent  qualities  that  you  are  possessed  of,  that  it 
must  be  a  veiy  grofit  change  indeed  on  your  side,  that  could 
weaken  my  affection  f  m  you.  Now  and  then  I  think  myself  for- 
got— but  still  attribute  it  to  some  unhappy  cause  of  health,  and 
wish  it  better.  Compassion  alone  tor  your  sufferings  (if  all  other 
motives  were  dead)  ought  to  make  uie  calm  under  your  reproofs, 
If  they  were  ever  so  severe ;  and  may  be,  if  I  only  pitied  yoixr 
oondition,  without  any  mixture  of  alfection,  I  sfaoidd  be  more 

so.   It  la  my  misfortune  to  catdi  fire  on  a  iudden»  to  answer 
X  a 
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letters  the  moment  I  receive  them,  when  they  touch  me  sensibly  ; 
and  to  suffer  jias^sion  to  dictate  my  expression  more  than  reason, 
llie  next  dny  |u  ihnps  would  have  changed  more  still,  and  carried 
more  moderatioa  with  it ;  every  ill  turn  through  my  whole  life 
has  liad  this  halite,  aud  first  impulse  of  retveutnient  for  its  true 
eatiie^  and  it  prooeeda  from  pride-^I  am  too  modi  aflbcted  willi , 
jour  ktter  to  lea?a  you  a  moment  in  doobt  aiboat  my  indinap 
tiooi^  whidi  yon  may  be  amond  an  always  tending  aUbetian* 
ately  towards  you  and  which  do  in  reality  make  your  eaae  and 
quiet  and  wel&n  of  oonaadoation  greater  than  auy  conoem  of 
my  own,  and  I  can  safely  say,  that  I  have  always  had  your  well 
being  nnu-h  more  sincerely  at  heart,  than  my  own  intercst,  and 
am  pleosetl  to  find  in  myself  so  muvh  merit  in  my  love  and 
reganl  for  you,  so  \V  (  11  deservuig  it  at  my  hands.  I  beg  my 
duty  to  my  iatbcr,  and  am 
Dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  a^ctionate  aony 

J.  WouSt 

PS1.—I  baTe  reason  to  believe  that  our  Regiment  wiU  roaidi 
very  soon  from  Plymouth  into  this  country ;  therefore,  if  the 
bni^irage  is  not  gone^  I  beg  you  will  keep  it»  till  we  know  more. 

To  Mrs.  WoLta, 
BiackhetUh. 

We  b«ve  already  seen  the  strength  of  Wolfe'^t  frimddiip  Ibr  the 
Hon.  Edward  CornwrnUii,  who  been  his  predeoeHor  in  the 
lieutenant-Coloneky.  Just  at  pfeeent  that  officer  was  enjoying 

much  puUic  disfavour  for  having,  while  serving  at  Gibraltar, 
joined  in  the  resolution  of  the  Council  of  War  presided  over  by  the 
governor,  Licutcnant-General  Fowkc,  not  to  send  a  battalion  to  help 
the  ill-fated  Admiral  Byng.  Honicc  Walpole  wrote  :  "  By  all  one 
learns  Byng,  Fowke  and  all  theollun  s  at  Cribraltar  were  infatuated. 
They  figurtd  Port  Mahon  lost  and  Gibralt  u  a-going  1  a-going  1 
Lord  Etiingham,  Comwallis,  Lord  Robert  iiei  tic  all — all  signed  the 
oouneQ  of  war  and  are  In  at  bad  odour  as  poeriUa.  Hie  King  says 
it  will  be  his  death  and  neither  eata  nor  sleeps^-aU  our  trust  is  in 
the  Hanoveriana*^ 

Of  ti  e  court-martial  wfaidi  tried  Fowke»  the  old  Gensral* 
Wolfe's  father,  was  a  member.  The  governor  was  suspended  for  a 
year  and  then  dismissed  from  the  King's  service — a  severe  punish- 
ment, but  mild  as  oompaied  with  that  meted  out  to  Byng,  But 
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Wolfe  ftnnly  stood  hy  hia  friend  OornwaUia  in  his  dligniee,  writing 
thus  to  his  fetfaer  at  a  time  when  an  investigitioii  into  Fowiie*s 
MKMsates  was  pending 

7b  HIS  Fathul 

Stroudj  27ih  Jfiovmtber,  1766. 

DsAB  Sd,— 

•  •••••• 

I  don^t  suppose  there  is  a  man  living  move  to  he  {Mtied 

than  poor  Comwallis,  As  he  has  more  zeal,  more  merit, 
and  more  inteprity  than  one  commonly  meets  with  among 
men,  he  will  be  pro{K)rtionally  mortitiecl  to  find  himself  in  dis- 
grace, with  the  best  intention  to  deserve  favour.  I  am  heartily 
sorry  to  find  him  involved  with  the  rest,  of  whose  abilities  or 
indhiatlons  nobody  has  any  very  high  notioDs ;  but  ComwaUis  is 
a  man  of  improved  oourage  and  fidelity.  He  has,  nnhappily,  been 
misled  npoa  this  ocastim  by  people  of  not  half  his  value. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

J.  Worn. 

Wolfe's  view  of  Comwallis\s  behaviour  was  that  eventually 
taken  by  the  authorities,  and  his  friend  came  out  of  the  ordeal  not 
merely  unscathed  but  so  far  improved  in  position  that  he  was 
advanced  a  grade  in  the  service  and  in  Febraazy  was  gaietted  a 
Major-GeneraL 

Wolfe's  own  promotion  oocasionally  occupied  his  thougbts»  and 
his  temper  just  now  does  not  appear  to  have  been  improved  by  the 
mi^pf*w*n  he  had  concluded  in  the  West.  He  wanted  to  serve 
against  England^s  enemies  abroad  and  was  only  considered  good 
enough  to  put  down  a  wcaver"*s  brawl  m  Gloucestershire.  In  the 
next  letter  the  clannishness  which  distinguished  the  Wolfes  and 
himself  in  particular  is  brought  out  by  his  n  Terences  to  his  cousin 
Goldsmith^  impending  bereavement.  Captain  Goldsmith  and  he 
corresponded  r^ularly. 

7b  ms  MoiHSB. 

Stroiid,  December,  1766. 
Df.ar  Madam, — I  attribute  it  in  some  measure  to  the  nature 
of  my  rinploymcnt  as  well  as  to  the  coiKlttion  of  my  blood, 
being  everlasting  chagrined  with  the  ill  act  ions  of  the  people 
about  me,  and  in  the  constant  exercise  of  power  to  punidi  and 
rebuke.  I  pass  so  much  of  my  time  at  quarters,  and  am  so 
jjit^nt  upon  having  eveiything  done  in  its  proper  way,  that 
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those  aids  which  are  equality  of  society,  the  conversation  of 
women,  and  the  wholesome  advice  of  friends  nre  known  to  give 
to  minds  of  my  cast,  arc  totally  cut  oii  Irom  me  and  denied ; 
and  if  I  was  to  serve  two  or  three  years  in  America,  I  make  no 
doubt  that  I  should  be  distinguished  by  a  peculiar  fierceness  of 
temper  suited  to  the  nature  of  that  war.  I  don't  know  whether 
a  man  had  better  fall  early  into  the  bands  of  those  savages,  than 
be  converted  by  degrees  into  their  nature  and  forget  humanity. 

It  may  happen  that  a  second  battalion  of  those  regiments 
may  have  colonels  appointed  to  them  witbont  induding  your 
son  in  the  number.  A  man  who  never  asks  a  favour  will  hardly 
ever  obtain  it.  I  persuade  myself  they  will  put  no  inferior 
officers  (unless  a  peer)  over  my  head,  in  which  case  I  cnn''t  com- 
plain, not  hemfr  able  to  say  that  I  have  ever  done  more  thfin  my 
duty,  and  hiippy  if  I  came  up  to  that.  If  any  soldier  is  [H  (  ferred 
when  my  turn  comes,  I  shall  acquaint  the  Secretaiy  of  W^ar  that 
I  am  senidble  of  the  injury  Hiat  is  done  me^  and  will  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  put  it  out  of  his  or  any  man''8  power  to 
repeat  it.  Not  while  the  war  lasts ;  for  if  500  young  ofiSoers  one 
after  another  were  to  rise  before  me  I  should  continue  to  serve 
with  the  utmost  diligence,  to  acquit  myself  to  the  country,  and  to 
show  the  Ministers  that  they  had  acted  unjustly.  But  I  flatter 
myself  that  I  shall  never  be  forced  to  these  disagreeable  measures. 

I  don't  believe  that  Mrs.  Goldsmith  is  dead,  but  dying. 
They  are  still  at  Kinsale,  because  she  is  not  able  to  move  ;  for 
her  desire  was  to  be  carried  to  die  amongst  hvr  own  relations. 
My  cousin,  whose  good  nature  and  gratitude  are  such  that  he  can 
refose  nothing  to  a  wife  that  he  thinks  deserves  everything  at 
his  hands,  had  agreed  to  cany  her  to  Limerick;  but  she  had  not 
strength  finr  the  journey,  and  I  expect  to  hear  every  day  that 
she  is  at  rest.  I  am  afhud  poor  Goldsmith  has  been  obliged  to 
call  in  some  expensive  assistance,  and  therefore  conclude  that  a 
present  from  the  General  would  be  ncceptAble.  He  has  distin- 
guished himself  by  a  most  considerable  regard  for  the  poorer 
branches  of  his  family,  for  which,  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  he 
himpilt  will  be  considered.  All  mankind  are  indeed  our  relations 
and  liave  nearly  an  equal  claim  tu  pity  and  assistance ;  but 
those  of  our  own  blood  call  most  immediately  upon  us.  One  of 
Ihe  principal  reaaoos  that  induces  me  to  wish  myseJf  at  Uie  head 
of  a  regiment  is,  that  I  may  execute  my  &ther*s  plan  while  there 
jtmains  one  indigent  persao  of  his  raoa 

JKingaky^s  and  its  Lieuteuant-Colonel  was  soon  off  to  Ciren- 
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oester,  where  it  became  quartered  for  some  months.  While  here  he 
leamt  that  his  firm  friend,  Sir  John  MordauTit,  when  summoned  to 
the  Royal  closet,  took  an  op|Kjrtiu»ity  to  represent  to  his  Majesty 
Wolfe's  claims  to  a  vacant  coluiu  Icy  or  at  least  to  employment  in 
a  post  of  honour.  This  was  prolmbly  not  the  only  quarter  in 
which  old  King  George  heard  the  young  olficer''8  praises  sung. 
Wolfed  Teputedon  was  growing  ftst  There  wis  now  liaidly  a 
quarter  of  the  kingdom  when  he  had  not  made  himself  known  tn 
die  eotine  of  his  profesBton  and  geneially  loved. 

To  HU  MOTHES. 

Cirencester,  26M  December j  1766. 

DbAE  VUkJUMi — 

•  •••••• 

The  letter  you  enclosed  was  fnm  my  oounn.   His  wife 

declines  apace  ;  her  illness  gives  him  great  concern  and  I  believe 
may  have  distressed  him  in  his  narrow  circumstances.  If  my 
father  would  send  him  some  n'^si<;tance  it  might  be  a  timely 
relief.  I  don't  know  what  the  poor  man  will  do  ;  u  lu  u  his  wife 
dies,  he  loses  a  year  of  his  income.  I  have  no  house  to 
ofier  him  for  shelter  or  I  should  he  entirely  at  his  service, 
because  I  think  him  to  be  an  even*tempered  honest  man* 

Sir  John  Moidaunt,  who  has  been  in  with  the  King,  took  that 
opportunity  to  recommend  me  in  the  strongest  terms  to  his 
Majesty.  I  did  not  ask  this  of  Sir  John  and  therefore  am  the 
more  obliged  to  him  ;  but  I  don't  expect  it  will  produce  much, 
because  by  the  King's  rule  my  turn  has  not  yet  como.  .  .  .  The 
disagreement  between  Blakeney  ^  and  Jeffreys  is  unfortimate  for 
both  ;  it  is  an  old  quarrel  rovivctl  and  will  produce  no  good.  We 
military  men  are  not  so  much  in  love  with  the  defence  of  St. 
Philip6  as  the  mob  of  London.  We  think  there  appeared  no 
great  deg^  of  skill,  nor  the  most  shining  courage.  I  wish  you 
better  health  and  a  more  comfortable  time  than  the  past 

My  duty  to  my  Father, 

I  am»  dear  Bladam»  etc. 

Jam.  Wounc 

Cirencester,  Dec.  .30,  1 75*^. 
Dkar  Madam, — By  the  arrival  of  my  baggage  I  am  enabled 
to  Mjiul  you  a  very  good  receipt  for  the  gravel.    If  the  oil  does 
not  offend  the  stomach — it  can  have  no  ill  cflects. 

*  "  The  King  of  his  own  motion  ba«  g^ven  a  red  riband  and  an  Irish  barony 
to  old  BUkeney— who  .  .  .  has  not  only  lost  his  ffovemnientjp  bntww  Vmi- 
rid  whUs  it  wts  lorin^,"— Walpole's  LiUtn,  Nevember  29, 17«6. 
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Short  ^  in  Jdiniiyji  Street  has  genaine  Rhenish. 

I  wish  it  may  owoeed  idth  joo.  I  fijand  great  relief  at 
Southampton  by  the  use  of  It  I  beg  duty  to  my  fitthcr  «Dd 
«]%  dear  Miidam, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

>  Shorty  Hm  wiae^iierolMiit,  mm  a  dniaetar  in  hit  dij.  Ha  k  aaid  to 

hnvp  nnrv.  pent  a  dozen  of  Rhpnish  to  OUVW  QoldHOltfl  €0  aeOOIUIlt of  Ul 
bftviug  written  The  Viear  qf  Wak^fiM, 


Receipt, 

An  ouncp  of  oil  of  sweet  almonds 

An  ounce  of  Syrup  of  Marsh  Mallows  in  a 
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THE  BOCHEFOHT  EXPEDITION 

Foe  dz  months  the  war  had  dragged  along,  and  for  that  period 
of  time  had  been  duatfamis  to  England. 

Not  until  the  accession  of  Pitt  to  power  did  the  government 
begin  to  be  informed  by  any  real  knowledge  or  be  animated  by  a 
single  purpose.  But  the  amount  of  opposition  Pitt  had  to 
cncoTiTiter  from  the  Kine^  and  tho  Ncwcnstlo  rn1>al  was  too  much 
even  for  his  patriotism — far  too  much  for  Ins  pndc.  lie  came  in 
in  December:  he  went  out  in  April  following.  But  in  those  few 
months  he  demonstrated  clearly  to  the  reasoning  and  loyal  part  of 
the  nation  that  he  was  as  he  described  himself,  the  one  man  upon 
ivfaom  in  its  extremity  they  coold  rdy.  England,  he  had  said,  ivaa 
no  place  for  foreign  meroenarieB;  so^  while  in  office^  he  had  sent  the 
Hessians  ftom  English  soO.  Englishmen  must  kam  to  rely  on 
themselves ;  a  defensive  militia  was  organized  and  fostered.  If 
foreigners  were  to  be  hired  at  all,  they  should  serve  far  afield 
against  the  enemy  in  America*  Bacnuting  had  been  prosecuted 
with  energy. 

There  wa.^  aiiotlii  r  nci^lecteti  source  of  militaiy  strength  which 
Pitt  resolved  should  tirawn  upon.  The  keen  eye  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Twentieth  had  noted  long  since  the  advantage  of 
using  the  fine  fighting  qiiafittes  of  the  Highlanders  and  had  pressed 
the  suggestion  «t  head-qnarten.  Hie  Highland  dans  were  now 
organiied  into  line  raiments  who  could  satisfy  their  martial 
instincts  to  their  hearts  content  by  flghiang  for  instead  of  against 
their  sovereign. 

The  year  before  (in  >fay  1756)  a  plan  for  conducting  the  war 
was  submitted  to  the  Duke  ot  C'uinberland,  who  when  Pitt  came  into 
office  sent  it  to  that  statesman.  The  juitiior  of  the  scheme  sug- 
gested that  two  battab'ons  of  1000  men  each  might  readily  be 
raised  in  the  Highlands  for  service  in  America,  if  oi!ers  of  land 
grants  at  the  dose  of  the  war  were  made.  Pitt  adopted  the  idsn 
instantly  and  its  success  mora  than  justified  his  pranptttude^ 

Now,  who  was  tiie  author  of  this  scheme  ?  Wri^t  was  the 
first  to  point  out  the  probability  of  its  being  Wolfe.  All  we  know 
is  that  the  paper  was  delivered  to  Pitt  by  the  Earl  cf  Albemarle. 
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The  Earl  was  none  other  than  the  I^rdl  Biirv,  Colonel  of  Wolfe's 
regiment  while  in  Scotland.  Burv's  knowletlge  of  the  liighiands 
and  the  disposition  of  the  UigUianders  was  of  the  st^tiest, 
other  than  tiiat  vhich  he  leoeiveil  from  his  UeuieDant-Colonel ; 
for  during  the  whole  time  the  Twentieth  was  quartered  in  the 
north  he  paid  it  but  a  couple  of  hasty  visits.  But  we  do  know 
that  Wolfe  wrote  him  copious  lettersi  and  we  know  also  that 
Wolfe^'s  alert  mind  would  certainly  have  transmitted  his  views  on 
this  matter  to  his  superior.^ 

Amongst  Wolfe's  friends  was  the  T)nkr  of  Bedford,  who  was  now 
Ix>rd-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Bcdioni  hatl  long  been  on  iiitimnte 
terms  with  Lieutenant-General  Wolfe,  who  for  f>uiae  nasou  or 
other  was  always  auxious  to  get  his  son  on  the  Irish  establishment. 
The  posts  of  Barrackmaster-Geneiul  and  Quartenuaster-General 
of  Iidand  which  had  heen  held  by  Lord  Foibes  became  vacant  on 
that  officer's  death.  It  was  customary  to  look  somewhat  higher 
than  Wolfe's  rank  when  bestowing  a  post  of  sudi  importance  as 
ather.  But  Bedford  wished  to  show  in  the  strongest  manner  his 
appreciation  of  Wolfe  s  qualities*  He  therefore  offered,  through 
his  secTctAry,  Rigby,  both  these  appointments  to  the  young  officer, 
stftting  his  belief  that  the  King  would  grant  their  recipient  the 
customary  rank  of  Colonel.  Wolfe  got  the  letter  on  February  6, 
aiui  his  letter  to  his  father  the  same  day  shows  the  touchy  state  of 
his  mnid  witii  regard  to  the  obstructions  placed  in  his  path  m  high 
quarters. 

To  ma  Fatbxb. 

Orenoertsr,  6tt  Ibbnmrg, 
Bbab  Snty— I  have  writ  to  thank  the  Duke  for  the  fitvour 
with  which  he  is  pleased  to  honour  me ;  I  have  told  him  that 
although  it  is  an  office,  quite  out  of  the  course  of  my  practice, 
nevertheless  I  shall  endeavour  to  execute  it  properly  by  a  strict 
and  exact  obedience  to  his  directions  and  commands.  Bnt  I  shall 
give  it  11]^  immediately  and  come  back  to  the  battalion,  if  the 
rank  of  Colonel  is  omittetl ;  and  I  had  rather  see  the  King  of 
Prussians  operations  the  next  tampaigu  thaii  accept  of  tiiis 

*  "It  is  at  leasta  curious  coincidence,"  nli^orvrc  ^rrTi;'ht/'tlint  Wolfe's  words 
are  equivalent  to  the  final  seutenoe  of  that  portion  of  the  above-mentioDed 
scheme  which  relates  to  the  matter  in  hand  : — '  No  men  in  this  island  are 
better  quaUfied  for  the  American  war  than  the  Scots  Highlanders  '  Tlie  isj^nc 
proved  the  truth  of  the  a&Hcrtiou.  If  Wolfe  did  not  incite  Uiis  military 
measnre,  it  is  remarkable  that  he  should  have  foreshadowed  it,  as  wdl  ae  tlw 
wtiUiilMBeDt  of  county  oontftbolaiy  npoo  a  ^fiwittit'wtiffiiifl  ba^s*" 
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employment  with  all  its  advantages.  A.s  the  matter  is  not  yet 
completed,  I  believe  'tis  better  not  to  speak  of  it,  lest  his  Majesty 
should  think  proper  to  refuse* 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc 

He  aooo  was  given  to  nndentand  Uwt  the  Duke  bad  been  pre- 
Tailed  UpOO  to  give  the  separated  office  of  BanrMkinaster-Grenend 

to  Mme  one  else.  This  did  not  disturb  him ;  provided  he  could 
piDcure  the  coveted  colonelcy,  he  was  inclined  to  fall  in  with  his 

parents'  wishas  and  accept  the  post.  But  he  did  not  disgruist'  from 
them  that  the  prospect  by  no  means  satisfied  hLs  soul.  He  wa.s 
"  too  much  of  a  soldier  to  desire  an>i:hin£^  but  iiiilitivrv  oniploj- 
ment,*"  even  putting  down  weavers  noL>  or  building  iiigiiland 
roads. 

7b  HIS  Fathxk. 

Cirencester,  February  \Qlhy  1767. 
Dkar  Sm, — As  T  Imve  no  franks  I  am  obliged  to  put  you 
to  the  expose  of  a  double  letter,  to  enclose  one  that  T  rf^reivcd 
this  moiiiiiig  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  so  obliging  and 
flattering  a  style  that  I  should  not  be  ready  to  show  it  to 
anybody  eke.  But  as  the  matter  concerns  what  I  formally 
mentioned  to  you,  it  will  be  tiie  best  means  of  lettiiig  you  tee 
what  st^  have  been  taken,  as  iraill  as  what  success  has  attended 
them.  YonH  observe  thai  the  Duke  makes  no  mention  of  tfan 
employment  of  Barrackmaster-General,  which  I  am  not  sorry  for, 
wi^ng  rather  that  they  might  be  sepaiat^  from  each  other 
upon  this  occasion,  T  won't  trouble  vou  with  all  that  I  have  said 
to  the  Duke  of  Bedlbrd  aud  Lord  All  )'  rnarle,  but  only  in  general 
that  I  have  conformed  to  Iheir  sentiments  in  accepting  the  offer. 
I  am  far  i'rom  being  pleaseil  with  it  otherwise  than  as  a  miitk  of 
the  Duke^s  friendship  and  good  opinion,  being  too  much  of  a 
soldier  to  desixe  any  bat  military  employment,  which  this  can 
baldly  be  reckoned. 

I  am,  etc.. 

Jam.  Worn. 

On  the  same  day  he  wrote  the  following  to  the  Lord-lieutenant — 
Tb  TBTK  Dor  of  Bedfobd. 

Cirencester,  Fa>rum$  IMI,  1757. 
Mv  Loan, — ^The  bonocir  yoor  Gnoe  has  dene  m^  and  the 
particular  ohUgatioos  jon  haw  ocmfened  npon  me^  leave  me 
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no  choice  bow  to  act.  That  which  is  most  agreeable  to  your 
Grace  mii>t  determine  me,  and  I  should  be  extremely  pleased  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  convince  your  Grace,  by  an  exact  obedi- 
ence to  your  oommands,  that  X  wish  to  make  myself  more  worthy 
of  your  protection.  I  am  very  sensible  that  there  are  many 
gentlemen  upon  the  Slat  whose  pretensions  are  a  cheek  on  mine> 
and  some  of  stu^  distinguished  merit  that  I  neither  desire^  nor 
could  hope,  to  be  preferred  before  them.  The  only  circumstance 
tiiat  could  at  all  lessen  my  satisfaction  on  this  occasion  is,  to  be 
in  some  measure  distingiiir^hed  from  the  officer*?  who  have  held 
this  employmeiit  before  by  a  rank  inferior  to  theirs,  and  which 
seemed  to  be  annexed  to  tlie  offi<%.  Such  services  as  your  Grace 
may  expect  from  the  best  inclinations,  I  venture  to  assure  you 
of;  and,  as  I  am  ready  to  receive  and  follow  your  Grace''8 
directions,  they  will  be  Ihe  best  and  sorest  rales  for  my  oonduct 
Tbe  moment  the  officers  of  this  country  and  of  tlie  reginients 
will  permit,  which  I  hope  will  be  early  in  the  nest  month, 
I  shall  pay  my  respects  to  your  Gtaoe  in  town.  With  all 
possible  adcnowledgjnents  for  these  marks  of  your  fisvonrable 
opimon, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc., 

James  Wolfe.^ 

Wolfe''s  patriotism  was  certainly  of  an  uuusual  sort,  as  tlie 
following  letter  testifies. 

7b  ms  MoTBXB. 

2ard  February,  1767. 
Dear  Madam, — T  "WTite  yon  upon  a  very  particular  subject. 
There  is  reason  to  think  tli/it  tlic  Spaniards  will  make  war  upon 
ns,  and  of  course  that  the  public  expenses  will  greatly  increase 
as  well  as  the  danger.  My  desire  therefore  is,  that  you  will 
interest  yourself  in  behalf  of  the  public  as  becomes  a  virtuous, 
good,  diantcfested  lady,  and  that  yoo  will  endeavour  to  penude 
the  Geiersl  to  contribute  all  he  can  possibly  aiford  towards  the 
defence  of  the  ishu[id,->-ietienditng^  If  ne^  be,  his  expenses, 
moderate  as  they  are.  I  would  have  him  engage  in  lotteries 
and  all  schemes  for  raising  money,  because  I  believe  they  are 
honestly  intended ;  and  though  he  should  be  considerably  a 
loser,  the  motivo  of  hh  actions  will  overbalance  his  losses.  Let 
the  General  keep  a  little  ready  money  by  him  for  his  own  use 

>  Jiaf/M  €hrrt^pmdmB$,  voL  ii.  pb  S80i 
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and  yours  and  with  tlic  rest,  if  he  has  it,  assist  the  State;  nay, 
I  shonlH  p^o  so  far  as  to  advise  him  to  lend  three  or  four  thousand 
pouiiilii  to  the  Government  without  any  interest  at  all,  or  ^nve 
it,  since  it  is  the  savings  of  his  salaries  and  the  reward  of  iiis 
servicei.    1:1xcum;  this  freedom.^    I  beg  my  duty  to  the  Genei'ai. 

I  BMHf  dear  Mftdwnffj  etCy 

J.  WOUB. 

» 

To  hh  Fatbbu 

London,  17M  March,  1757* 
Deab  Sir, — ^There  are  rumours  of  a  diange  of  Miniatry.  In 

this  fluctuating  state  of  affairs  military  operations  must  be 
neglecteii  in  the  contfution  of  parties.  T  believe  it  is  pretty 
certain  (though  not  v(;t  (hcljuvil)  th;it  H.ll.H.  the  Duke  wiU 
command  llie  army  iu  Wchtjih  ilia,  luid,  as  there  is  a  greater 
probability  of  service  there  than  here,  i  have  desired  my  Lord 
Albemaile  to  get  me  leave  to  attend  his  Boyal  Highness,  and  I 
ham  mme  prospect  of  aoooeediiig;  Hiis  I  am  pennadad  joa 
iviD  Improve  of,  from  the  adTantages  to  be  reaped  horn  a&  adive 
campaign.  Ttiere  appeaza  to  be  so  general  an  oppontton  to 
aending  any  of  our  traopa  abroad,  that  I  imagiiie  they  will  have 
no  share  of  the  great  war  which  is  now  carrying  on  upon  the 
Continent.  If  my  mother  will  let  me  know  the  hour  ishe  will 
take  me  up  in  her  chariot  at  the  bridge  on  Wednesday  next,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  wait  upon  Itor  to  Blackheath  ;  and  if  «s)io  does 
not  care  to  come  herHclf,  only  ^ignify  your  pleasure  us  to  sending 
the  diaiiofc  and  I  diall  be  at  my  post 

Crabbed  in  temper  at  the  was,  Mib.  Wolfe  was  dotingly  fond 
of  her  briUiant  aon  and  leeolved  to  meet  him  at  the  bridge.  The 
iqppointed  day  anires ;  it  is  bitteriy  cdd  and  a  bUflMid  ia  blowing. 

Nothing  loath  the  good  lady  bundles  out  of  bed,  mounts  her  ooadi, 
and  drives  ten  miles  to  Westminster  bridge.    Her  son  is  not  there. 

She  waits  then*  three  hours,  until  she  nearly  perishes  with  the  cold, 
and  then  with  thin  lips  and  blazing  eyes  orders  the  cx>achman  to 
drive  back  to  Blackhmth.  It  appears  .Tanips  had  written  to 
countennand  the  carriage,  but  his  letter  iiad  arrived  too  late. 

'  "Far  from  txjhiff  absorbed  ill  own  worldU  welfare,  our  hero  wn-  deeply 
interested  in  eveiythiuK  that  couoemed  the  tiute.  instead  of  heaping  un 
ffielMe,  ae  ha  now  bad  ue  morfeDaitf  of  doiof  ,  it  eeeaw  ta  hate  Iwen  Ue 
biffhest  amlillkni  to  epend  eiil  lia  lyaiit  in  tiio  eervleo  of  Ua  eonntej.*'— 
Wright. 


Digitized  by  Google 


818   LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLPK 


Sunday  Eve,  27  Marrh  .  1757. 
Dear  Madam, — I  did  hope  that  my  letter  ^voulil  jL^et  to 
Blackheath  time  enough  to  prevent  the  chariot's  cxjiiiing  for  me, 
and  I  couldn't  conceive  that  you  yourself  would  ventui^e  out  huch 
a  day — but  Bfr.  Fidier  told  me  yaa  waited  God  knowi  bow  long 
in  tiie  cold»  whidi  I  was  eaoeedingly  aoiry  to  hear.  I  won^ 
trouble  yon  any  more  aboat  the  dhariot,  lor  fear  of  radi  another 
accident,  and  as  the  ceremony  of  kiflsmg  hands  takes  op  a  deal 
of  time,  I  hope  before  it  la  over>  the  weather  will  aoften,  io  aa  to 
admit  of  some  navigation  upon  the  Thames. 

I  hear  no  kind  of  news,  because  I  never  ask  for  any,  nor  ever 
know  what  i»  doing.    My  dtitv  to  mv  father,  I  am,  dear  Madamy 

Your  obedient  and  aiiectionate  son, 

Jam.  WoufK. 

A  Uaa  Wdwra, 

To  HIS  <Fatuk&. 

Monday,  28  March,  1757. 
Deaa  Sia, — I  am  heailily  sorry  that  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
wait  upon  you  nest  Wedneeday,  and  that  I  did  not  know  of  your 
being  in  town  till  ^waa  too  late  to  see  you. 

The  Dnke'*8 1^  is  inflamed,*  and  he  ia  for  the  preKnt  confined. 
I  shall  kiss  the  King's  hand  tomonow  Ibr  my  new  oiBce, 
My  du^  to  my  mother, 
I  ani|  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  afibctionate  son, 

Jam.  VVolfk. 

To  LiEI/T.-GeN.  WoLfli, 

iWiilfiflafi^  JToaf- 

On  Tuesday,  March  29,  amongst  the  throng  at  the  royal  levee 
at  St.  Janu's^  ufis  the  figure  of  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Twentieth  Regiment.  At  \}\e  stime  ceremony,  separated  by  two 
or  three  notabilities,  one  oi  \i-liom  wis  the  Duke  of  Btxiford,  there 
stood  the  miniiitcr  who  ere  many  months  had  passed  was  to  take 
the  destinies  of  his  countiy  into  bis  hands.  Out  of  this  roomful 
of  peers,  statesmen  and  sddiefs,  there  were  two  men  who  loved 
England  superiatively  and  longed  to  serve  her,  fllled  with  fervour, 
with  ambitton.  In  l&s  IieutenantO»lonel  twenty  years  his  junior, 
Fitt  the  statesman  was  to  find  a  soldier  who  would  be  a  worthy 

*  Hm  Duke  of  Cumberland  became  corpulsat  to  an  Onwisldy  dtgiea  st  an 
early  sge  sad  alio  aoflsred  from  mioose  vsias. 
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instrument  to  his  ends.  Old  Greorge  II,  when  he  gave  Wolfe  his 
hnnr{  to  kiss,  may  have  lookwl  twice  at  this  man  ("  too  young  to 
be  a  colonel  ^)  whom  ^  many  of  his  lieges  were  praisiiig  and  resolved 
to  advance  in  spite  of  his  royal  will. 

While  the  nation  and  the  empire  resounded  with  war^s  alarums, 
Wolfe  was  as  busy  as  ever  he  had  been  in  his  life.  Most  of  the 
home  TCgiaMnli  had  nctultod  aoccwid  battaUoDi^  and  ftnfc  fnitongfft 
them  the  Twestkkkh.  He  never  delegated  the  task  of  fiormatioti 
and  discipline  to  others.  "  His  re^piMnt  wtM  the  best  drilled  and 
disciplined  in  the  kingdom,^  afterwards  said  the  third  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  at  this  time  as  Lord  Blandford  was  one  of  his 
captnin^?,  and  there  is  ample  testimony  to  the  fact.  After  leavini^ 
London,  where  he  had  kissed  hands  on  his  Irish  appointment,  our 
Lieutenant-Colonel  travelled  to  Gloucester,  to  inspect  his  second 
battalion. 

7b  vsB  Faihki. 

Gkneeilar,  IM  Mag,  IW. 
Dbae  Snr-I  have  tmvdkd  hither  wHih  Lord  Blandfa>d» 

who  goes  very  quick.  We  got  to  CSrencester  (by  Oxford)  the 
first  night,  stayed  a  day  there :  and  got  here  to-^kj  and 
to-morrow  set  out  for  Shrewsbur}'-. 

Our  second  biittalion  is  in  ver^'  goml  condition,  healthy  and 
foiwaid  in  their  exercises,  and  the  sol >*  rest  collection  of  young 
llnglishmen  that  I  ever  i»aw.  The  Major  Beckwith  has  been 
eoctremelj  lucky  in  recruiting.  The  loss  the  Austriaos  is  not 
io  oonaidenaUe  as  was  oKpedied^  hut  it  it  ftr  the  n|mtatioii  of 
the  King  of  FnmuCu  anna  to  drive  fham  helbn  him.  I  aufipoie 
W9  may  aoon  eiipeet  to  hear  of  a  deciave  adion. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  WoiM. 

For  three  months  Kngland  was  without  a  miinstry.  At  last, 
during  June.  Wolfe  lennit  that  Pitt  wm  again  in  power.  He 
became  principal  Secretary  of  State,  while  the  Duke  of  New- 
caafcle  took  the  Treasury. 

A  few  weeks  later  a  geoeral  encampment  was  fcrmed  on 
Bndfhxd  Heath,  near  Dorcheeter,  and  thither  Wolfe  went  with 
both  hie  hattaliona.  While  he  was  fhere  training  hiatioope  with  an 
eye  to  service  in  any  part  of  the  world,  Fftt,  with  his  huad  on  the 
helm,  had  decided  on  a  daring  move  against  the  enemy  at  home. 
This  move  aooorded  well  with  his  own  genios,  but  it  originated 
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with  Frederick  of  Prussia,  England  had  heen  in  a  shrinking 
attitude  too  long  and  the  nation  was  sick  of  perpetually  acting  on 
the  ddbnnve.* 

Pitf^  plan  was  to  strike  a  hlow,  sudden  and  uneKpected^  at  the 
f^ch  coasts.  Three  yean  before^  one  Captain  Cburke^'ttaveUiog 
through  the  west  of  France,  had  been  struck  by  a  spot  on  the  coast 
vulnerable  to  a  marked  d^ree.    Rocbefort  in  Aunis,  a  few  miles 

from  where  the  embouchure  of  the  Charente  pours  into  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  was  kept  up  as  an  arsenal  for  naval  stores,  but  niaintainwl 
so  badly  that  this  English  observer  believed  it  could  be  di'stioy*tK 
togcLlici  with  such  shipping  and  stores  as  it  was  supjxjsed 
to  guard.  The  paper  was  dispatched  to  Sir  John  Ligonier,  who 
now  traosmitted  it  to  Pitt,  whose  keen  eye  ihstened  upon  the 
salient  point  at  onoe.   Bodiefort  would  serve  his  ends. 

If  such  an  expedition  was  to  soooeed,  it  must  be  canied  out  at 
onoe.  Every  day  the  crisis  grew  more  acute.  Ten  thousand 
troops  were  to  take  part  in  the  attack,  and  to  transport  sudi  a 
number  at  such  short  notice  Lord  Anson  (then  at  the  Admiralty) 
declared  was  impossible.  Pitt  informed  hira  that  if  the  transports 
were  not  ready  to  the  day  he  would  lay  Anson's  dereliction 
before  the  King  and  impeach  him  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Anson  took  the  hint  aitd  Pitt  bad  no  reason  to  complain  of 
Admiralty  co-opeiutiou.  If  there  was  delay  it  was  not  owuig  to 
want  of  aeal  on  the  part  of  the  officials. 

Pitt  and  his  Secnt  Committee  hit  upon  the  Bochefort  ohjectiTe 
about  the  middle  of  July.  Every  department  laboured  its  utmost, 
but  still  it  was  inevitable  that  predous  weeks  should  slip  away 
before  the  expedition  could  sail  The  secret  of  the  destination 
was  well  kept:  but  the  magnitude  of  the  preparations  kept  the 
whole  of  Kuropc  on  the  qui  vive.  "  Every  one  of  the  crenemls," 
says  a  rc  cmt  French  historian,^  "  who  held  conmiands  along  the 
coasts  of  the  Channel  or  the  North  Sea  felt  iiiniself  threatened."" 
Marshal  Richelieu  thought  the  expedition  was  intended  to 

*  The  King  of  Prussia  told  Mitchell  the  British  Ambassador  "that 
England's  seeming  to  act  apon  the  offensive  will  have  a  greater  effect  upon 
the  cooncils  of  France  as  well  aa  give  a  spirit  to  the  EngUsh  uatiou  who  Lave 
hitherto  been  frightened  with  vain  terrors  of  invasion,  and  that  the  only  way  to 
prevent  like  panic  is  to  show  by  some  vigorous  act  that  yoa  do  not  AMrtbsoi.'' 
—Mitchell  to  Holderneas,  July  6,  1757. 

'  The  son  of  an  Edinburgh  phyaician.  Wslpolo  S|Mski  of  him  as  "a  yoong 
Scot  by  name  Clarke  ;  ill-favourea  in  his  person,  with  a  cmt  m  his  eye,  of 
intellect  not  very  sound;  but  quick,  boldand  adveuturouH."  Eutiuck  describes 
him  as  a    worthy,  intelligent,  skilful  oflker**' 

*  Waddtngton,  La  Qmm  d$  Stpt  A9U. 
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relieve  CiunberLand,  whoee  podtioo  was  by  this  time  grown  very 

grave. 

But  wWilv.  in  England  ships  \vcr('  being  overhauled,  provisions 
for  six  months  laid  in,  seamen  being  impressed  by  thousands, 
sealing  ladders  constructed  of  such  size  that  thirty  men  mi^t 
moimt  abrewt»  boats  built,  and  a  thousand  inddental  details  com- 
pleted, Pitt  was  busy  cfaoosiiig  tfae  pemnnd  of  the  expedition. 
Vtom  a  letter  written  to  Bicksoi,  then  acting  as  Deputy  Quarter- 
master-General for  Scotland*  we  learn  that  Wolfe  had  been  called 
to  London  and  informed  that  he  was  to  serve  in  the  expedition. 

To  Majoe  Eicjuon. 

London,  JtUy  2Ut,  1757. 
My  Deak  llicKsoN, — ^Though  I  have  matter  enough,  and 
pleasure  in  writing  a  long  letter,  yet  I  must  now  be  short  Your 
joy  upon  the  occaaion  of  my  new  employment,  I  am  sure,  is  very 
sincere,  as  is  that  which  I  fed  when  any  good  thing  iSslls  to  your 
share ;  but  this  new  office  does  neither  please  nor  flatter  me, 
as  you  may  bdieve  when  I  tell  you  that  it  was  ofiered  with  the 
rank  uf  Colonel,  which  the  King,  guided  by  the  Duke,  afterwards 
refused.  His  Royal  Highnesses  reasons  were  plausible ;  he  told 
the  Duke  of  Be<lford  (who  applied  with  warmth)  that  I  was  so 
you  no;  a  lieutenant-colonel  that  it  could  not  be  done  innuediately. 
liut  I  >hould  have  known  it  in  time,  that  1  might  have  excused 
myself  from  a  very  troublesome  business,  which  is  quite  out  of 
my  way.  .  .  . 

We  are  about  to  undertake  something  or  other  at  a  distance^ 
and  I  am  one  of  the  party.  I  can^  flatter  you  with  a  lively 
picture  of  my  hopes  as  to  tiie  success  of  it ;  tibe  reasons  are  so 
strong  against  us  (the  English)  in  whatever  we  take  in  hand,  that 
I  never  expect  any  great  matter ;  the  chiefs,  the  engineers,  and 
our  wretdied  discipline,  are  Uie  great  and  insurmountable 
obstmctions.  I  doubt  yet  if  there  be  any  fixed  plan ;  we  wait 
for  American  i?it<'lligence,  from  %\  !ionce  the  best  is  not  expected, 
and  shall  probably  be  put  into  motion  by  that  intelligence.  I 
myself  take  the  chance  of  a  prc)fLS>i(;ii  little  understood  and  less 
liked  in  this  country.  1  may  cume  off  as  we  have  done  before  ; 
but  I  never  expect  to  see  either  the  poor  woman  my  mother,  or 
the  GreneiBl  agai%— ^  is  at  present  dangerously  ill,  he  is  infirm 
with  age.  Whether  my  going  may  hurry  their  departure,  yon 
are  as  good  a  judge  as  I  am.  Besides  their  loss,  I  have  not  a 
soul  to  take  charge  of  mj  little  affiurs^  and  zspeA  to  find  every- 
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thing  in  the  utmost  confiuuioiiy  robbed  and  pluudered  by  all  that 
can  catch  hold  of  them. 

I  heartily  wish  yuu  were  fixed  iu  tlie  employment  you  now 
enrabe;  but  if  David  Walsoai  ia  not  miaropiroBciited  to  me^ 
yon  bave  emyHiiiig  to  fear  horn  Mb  aitifioet«iiddoable-dM]iqg. 
I  wiah  I  was  Btroog  enougb  to  carry  you  throogh,  Fd  take  yon 
iqwn  my  bade ;  but  my  people  are  away.  Calcraft  could  serve 
you — no  man  better.  He  is  the  second  or  third  potentate  in 
this  realm.  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  Napier, 
but  tht?re  Watson  govortis  nlniost  alone ;  and  we  are  not  sharp 
enough  to  Hivp  into  tho  lu  ,u  t>  ol  nu  ti.  The  nephew  goes  with 
us.  I  must  have  succunibeti  uudtii  Lliu  weight  ot  >()nie  rhamcters 
of  this  »ort  if  I  had  not  stood  out  in  open  detiHiicc  oi  their 
wicked  powers.  A  man  will  not  be  ill-used  that  will  not  bearit 
Fuewell,  my  honert  little  friend.  I  am  e?er  joor 

MthM  and  affectionate  aervant, 

Jambi  Woub. 

To  Hawke  waa  given  command  of  the  fleet,  sixteen  sail  of  the 
line,  in  addition  to  frigates,  fireships,  bomb  ketches,  etc.  With 
Ilawke  went  Vice- Admiral  Knowles  and  Rear- Admiral  Brodrick. 
Ijovd  George  Saokville  was  offcretl  the  command  of  the  troops,  but 
it  npjMars  he  distrusted  the  expedition  and  declined.  Conway, 
Pitt's  choice,  was  ready  to  take  the  leadenihip,  but  he  wjl**  oitlier 
not  permria  grata  to  the  King  or  was  thought  "too  yf)ung  "  (youth 
was  to  show  what  it  could  do  later,  when  the  reign  was  iu  its  last 
gasps),  and  the  honour  and  responsibility  then  fell  upon  Wolfe^s 
inaid  and  patron.  Sir  Jobn  Mordamit  Moidaunt  had  been  a 
good  man  in  his  day  and  he^  at  least,  was  nof  too  young.*"  He 
never  foigot  that  he  was  nephew  of  that  Eail  of  Pefceiboroug^  who 
had  performed  such  brilliant  feats  ("  soldier  and  sailor  too^  in 
Queen  Anne^s  day.  At  sixty  his  spirit  and  constitution  were  gone 
and  ho  hm\  lost  his  ncn'c.  Once,  Walpole  says,  he  boa.ste<1  "a  sort 
of  alacrity  in  tianng,  hut  from  ill-health  was  grown  iTuliffrrent  to 
it.^  Conway,  a  man  of  cold,  indedsive  temper,  little  liketi  in  the 
army,  and  one,  moreover,  with  little  faith  in  the  success  of  the 
venture  upon  which  he  was  now  engaged,  wa^i  second  in  command. 
His  antipodes,  CoinwalliB,  also  accompanied  the  tnope. 

Bat  it  b  upon  the  Quartennaster-Geneial  and  diief  of  the  staff 
that  not  only  our  own  intefest,  but  ue  ultinmte  interest  of  the  e^edi- 

*  (^ttartemiMter-Geaenii  iu  ScotUud* 
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tion,  rests.  James  Wolfe,  in  VValpoie's  wonls,  was  "  a  young  ofticer 
who  had  contractetl  reputation  from  his  intelligence  of  discipline 
and  from  the  pei'fection  to  which  he  brought  his  own  regiment. 
Hie  worid  could  not  expect  moire  from  him  than  he  thought  him- 
self capalile  of  peiferniiiig.  He  looked  upon  danger  ae  the 
&voiizahle  moment  that  wmdd  call  forth  his  talents.* 

So  that  it  was  as  Quarfeermaster-General  on  Continental  senrioe 
and  not  as  Quartennafitcr-Greneral  in  Ireland  that  destiny  called 
upon  Wolfe  to  serve.  The  troops  were  alrendy  fissembling  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  when  Wolfe  sat  dow  n  to  write  the  Loid-Lieutenant 
the  following  letter  necessitated  by  the  circumstances— 

To  THS  UUEK  OF  BEDVOin. 

August  1757. 

Mir  Loud, — ^The  honour  of  holding  an  emplojmitiit  under 
your  Gracu,  and  my  particular  obligations  to  you  upon  that 
acoonnt,  make  it  a  point  of  duty,  as  wdl  as  <kf  respect,  to  mention 
that  a  battalion  of  Cotkmel  Kingsley  s  regiment  is  ordered  to  he 
reaify  to  embark ;  and  as  Ueutenant-Ccdooel  of  that  battalion, 
I  embark  with  it,  upon  what  service  none  of  us  pretend  to  guess ; 
nor  ought  we  to  be  very  solicitous  about  it,  rather  desiring  to 
serve  well  than  to  know  where.  If  this  business  did  not  stand  in 
the  way,  it  would  give  me  the  hij^ho^t  sntisfaction  to  endeavour 
to  <u;([Liit  myself  so  as  to  meet  your  Giiu  t  's  approbation,  boin^ 
quite  assured  that  you  would  take  it  in  good  part  whatever  was 
well  intended,  aiid  accept  of  industry  to  supply  the  want  of  skill. 
I  b^  to  be  allowed  to  wi^  your  Grace  mc^  perfect  health,  and 
to  add  that  I  have  the  honour  to  he,  etc., 

James  Worn 

How  different  were  Qoartennaster-Geneial  Wolfe'^  fedingi  on 

his  return  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  after  an  absence  of  seventeen  years ! 
He  was  then  a  pale  child  of  thirteen,  racked  with  anguish  because 
too  ill  to  accompany  his  fatlier  to  the  Spanish  Main  and  weeping 
for  the  lost  glories  of  war.  He  had  sint«  revelled  in  these 
"glories'"  to  the  full,  and  had  endured  many  campaigns.  He  was 
still  Jittk  riioro  than  a  boy,  yet  he  had  p^onc  far  and  his  name  was 
known  thioughuut  the  army  a:^  that  oi  a  perfect  soldier.  All  this 
was  as  nothing.  As  he  entered  the  fiurmhouse  on  the  outskirts  of 
Newport,  whidi  he  well  remembered,  he  probably  felt  that  now  as 
then  his  career  was  all  before  him.  He  had  **dane  nothing*  In 
this  veij  eipeditioD  he  was  to  turn  a  fresh  page:  nay,  he  had 
T  3 
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begun  a  new  volume  of  his  life,  Fnm  Boohflferfc  dbtes  WdlelB 
fiuDio  in  hisAoiy* 

Hie  army  was  ready  to  embark  on  Auo^ustlO,  so  much  dispatch 
had  been  made  on  the  militai-y  side.  But  the  tianqports  wexe 
not  due  for  another  three  weeks. 

2b  ms  MoTHEB, 

NewTwrt,  10  Aug.  1757. 
Dear  Madam, — Our  little  army  is  collected  and  ready  to 
eml»rk,  but  the  ships  are  not  yet  come  round,  and  I  think  it 
uncertain  when  they  may.  I  hope  you  continue  to  mend,  and 
Uttt  jimviU  soon  be  strong  enough  to  begin  your  journey  to 
EMihy  whiBKB^  from  cxpencDoe  you  suty  e^nct  nilifill 

inie  endofled  letter  is  an  aoooimt  wbieh  bdongs  to  the  other 
letter  left  with  my  father ;  and  my  little  afl&ixi  m  brougbt  into 
some  order ;  and  under  some  decent  legolation. 

I  wish  you  better  health,  and  every  good  thing  of  this  life; 
I  beg  my  duly  to  my  fether,  and  am,  dear  ^fadnm. 

Your  obedient  and  aitectionate  son. 

Jam.  Wolfs. 

HIS  Moiumt. 

NcT\'port,  Isle  of  Wight,  AngnH  2.2nd,  17'">7. 
Dear  Madam, — I  don't  expect  a  letter  frani  you, — I  mean 
that  you  will  not  write  till  you  have  b^n  a  month  at  the  Bath. 
Then*  if  dupe  oome  our  way,  idddiever  route  ire  take^  I  shall 
he  glad  to  have  news  from  you.  The  winds  do  sharply  oppose 
our  entezpiise^  and  so  violently  at  this  time^  that  we  aie  well 
ashore,  in  my  mind.  We  have  much  company,  much  exercise,  a 
theatre,  and  all  the  camp  amusements,  besides  balls  and  concerts. 
Tlie  General  seemed  to  foresee  my  habitation.  I  am  possessed 
of  \\\v  larmhonso  formerly  General  Wcntwortli's,  which  I  find  to 
be  a  dreary  lodging;  however,  it  affects  me  a«?  littli^  as  anybody, 
whose  great  concern  in  this  life  L»  neither  food  nor  raiment,  nor 
house  to  deep  in. 

I  am,  etc.,  etc., 

jr«  WounL 

The  weeks  dragged  od»  and  still  the  fleet  had  not  sailed.  His 
mother  had  written  him  to  wbb^  she  had  heaid  of  his  fa-wft^Hng 
hshavioor  at  a  hall  al  Newport 
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7b  HU  MOTHEB. 

Newport,  Ille  of  Wight,  September  Qrd,  17«7. 
0BAK  Madam, — You  know  my  history  better  than  I  could 
imagine.  The  ladies  call  that  handsome  (when  they  are  well 
bred)  which  in  reality  is  very  moderate.  My  temper  naturally 
leads  me  to  that  which  mv  n'rcnmstances  seldom  admit  of. 
Money  would  discover  my  tuni  to  be  rather  liberal  urul  social 
than  otlicrwi.se.  I  was  this  day  on  boaid  the  "  Royal  George,** 
when  I  inquired  for  Kit  Mason,^  and  saw  him  in  perfect  health. 
After  fbe  voyage  he  hopes  to  see  his  mother,  and  was  mightily 
pleased  to  hear  about  her  from  me.  He  resembles  Mrs.  Mason ; 
has  beaattful  of  her  make^  is  grown  tall,  and  in  my  opinion 
is  a  very  fine  boy.  He  was  clean  and  looked  healthy.  If  we 
sail  in  the  same  fleet,  I  shaU  ask  after  him  every  now  and  then. 
The  wind  is  fair  and  we  expect  the  transports  tomorrow. 

I  am,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

•*  Nothing  was  wantinq',*"  as  one  historian  observes,  "  to  ensiu-e 
sncoess  but  a  General""  when  on  September  7  the  ten  regiments 
weighed  anchor.  Not  until  they  had  been  a  week  at  sea  did  the 
offioeEB  learn  their  destination  and  object. 

Meanwhile  many  things  had  happened  abroad  whidi  made 
Fittls  project  of  even  greater  importance  than  when  it  was  fint 
conceived.  On  July  24  the  battle  between  Cuml>erland  and 
D'Estrees  had  hoen  fought  at  Hastenbeck,  and  the  British  had 
sustained  a  severe  defeat.  All  the  chief  fortresses  on  the  Weser 
fell  into  French  hanrls.  Hanover  had  surT'ondfred  and  the 
Hanoverian  government  had  fled.  Frederick,  forced  to  withdraw 
from  Bohemia,  and  witli  hoiitile  Swedes  and  Russians  in  movement, 
was  in  despair".  **  The  crisis  is  so  terrible,'"  he  wrote  at  the  end 
of  August,  that  it  can't  last  much  longer.  The  month  of 
September  will  decide  my  ikte  fan:  the  auttunn  and  winter.* 

■Hie  tmth  is  the  believed  that  the  hope  of  saving  the 
sitoation  ky  in  getting  reinforcements  to  Cumberland,  then 
stationed  at  Stade,  and  up  to  the  very  eve  of  the  fleet's  sailing  did 
his  utmost  to  get  the  destination  diverted  to  Stade.  Haidwicke 
thought  that  when  the  Fivnch  had  done  their  worst  in  Germany 
they  would  turn  their  attention  to  England. 

^  AAemards  Sir  Chrigtophor  Mason,  who  died  a  VIce-Admiral  in  1802. 
There  is  a  monnnient  to  his  memory  in  front  of  Greenwich  Choreh.  Many 
references  to  the  Masons  will  be  ioimd  m  Wolfe's  letters. 
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"  For  God's  sake,""  he  urged  NewoBsUe^  ^inaigt  that  Hie  troops 
should  be  hack  bj  the  middle  or  before  the  cod  of  September.'" 
And  Newcastle  prevailed  upon  his  strenuous  colleague,  Pitt,  to 
agree  to  this  conrlition,  which  was  included  in  Hawke's  and 
Mordaunf  s  instructions,  although  it  was  afterwards  relaxed.  But 
tlie  relaxation  came  too  late  for  it  to  be  of  any  use.  The  leader.s 
of  the  Rochcfort  expedition,  heedless  of  Byng  s  &ite,  had  aheady 
made  up  their  miiMiU  to  do  nolluiig^ 

The  fleet  auled  with  Wolfe  on  board  the  SamiOtu,  a  ahip 
named  after  a  battle  in  MA  bis  own  fiitfaer  had  fo^gjht.  On 
that  very  day  poor  William  H^iry,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  tlie 
Briluh  commander  on  the  continent,  had  signed  the  convention  of 
Costerzeven,  and  the  death-warrant  of  his  mihtaiy  reputation. 

Tavvi  Ix'fore  he  stepped  on  board  the  RamiUies  Wolfe  saw 
enough  to  convince  him  that  the  expedition  stood  in  great  danger 
from  the  want  uf  co-operation  between  the  military  and  naval 
corninaiideris.  But  between  the  two  it  needed  Httle  acumen  to 
perceive  which  waa  the  inferior.  As  Wri^t  observes,  he  could  not 
jeoogmae  amongrt  them  a^partide  o(  that  sdf-denying  patriotism 
which  prompted  his  own  seal  fer  the  servka* 

Wolfe  was,  as  umal,  extremely  sick  at  sea,  and  it  wis  ten  days 
bcAne  he  wrote  his  fiist  letter  homot 

ms  UoiHB, 

"  Ramillies/'  I7th  Septembur,  1767. 

Di  Ai!  .M.M)AM,- — A  man  shoTild  a^^•flY??  have  a  letter  writ  at 
sea,  bet;^iu.sc  the  opportuuit irs  of  dc^}),itrliui^  them  are  seldom 
and  sudden,  and  a  sick,  qualmish  stouiacli  is  to  cuii^ult  the 
weather,  lie  must  write  when  he  can ;  he  may  not  be  able  to 
do  it  when  he  would  The  progrow  of  our  arms  has  been 
greatly  retarded  by  cahns  and  fogif  and  the  fbnnidaUe  Grdf 
of  Btsoay;  in  whidi  we  are  narigatinj^  is  jnst  now  as  smooth 
as  the  nwa  Thames  in  winter.  Perhaps  in  twenty-four  hours 
the  waves  may  touch  the  clouds,  and  then  the  great  machine 
will  roll  about  like  a  tub,  and  we,  the  inhabitimts  of  it.  >li:il! 
partake  f!evert4y  of  the  perturbation.  The  troops  an-  under 
gf>od  !  rmilations  and  good  cai-e,  and  conse(|uently  are  all  well 
and  lualthy.  They  feed  well  and  lie  well,  and  being  in  their 
nalui-e  regardle»s  of  future  events,  their  minds  are  in  thmr  usual 
stated  roosed  a  little^  periiaps,  by  cariosity  and  the  detire  of 
something  new. 

Teat  a  man  that  does  not  fed  the  dup^  motion,  and  whose 
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nose  is  not  too  nice  Ibr  tlie  imelii,  this  life  Ibr  a  little  while  is 
tolerable;  it  is  then  an  eas]r»  commodious  conveyance  for  a 
distant  j^ace^  and  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  a  ntnety-gun  ship  a 


PIiAK  Of  BOOBSrOaX  A»J>  LOGAUTT. 


man  may  stretcfa  and  exercise  his  limbs.  I  have  not  myself  been 

one  hour  well  since  we  embariced,  and  have  the  mortification  to 
find  that  I  am  the  wont  mariner  in  the  whole  ditp.  Genera!* 
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secirtary,  and  aides-de-oinip  arc  all  stoutci  ,  m11  better  seamen 
than  myself.  If  I  make  the  same  figure  a-sbore,  I  shall  acquire 
no  great  reputation  by  the  voyage.  The  "  iloyui  G(x>rge ia 
one  of  the  Sir  Bdvaid  Hfnrke*s  seoondi,  is  constantly  on  his 
krhoard  quarter,  and  very  near,  so  that  I  have  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  asking  for  liiUe  Mason,  and  always  hear  that  he  is 
well,  which  will  be  the  most  pleasing  intelligence  to  his  mothar. 
XitUe  GfotAy  is  in  the  *^Baifeid,**  and  a  haidy  seaman. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  WOLMM, 

To  USB  Fathbi. 

Off  the  Iflles  of  RI16  and  Olerou,  21H  September,  1757. 

Dear  Sir, — Yesterday  morning  the  fleet  made  the  land  of 
the  Isle  of  lihe,  and  in  the  afternoon  Viee-Admind  Kno^vlfs  was 
detached  with  his  division  to  go  within  the  Pertuis  d'AntiiK  h*  ,^ 
and  sec  what  anchoring  there  was  for  the  fleet ;  and  I  suppose 
he  had  orders  to  attack  any  fortifications  or  batteries  of  the 
enemy  that  might  incommode  us  at  an  anchor,  or  prevent 
landing.  While  the  Vice-Admiial  ivas  gettiBg  on  to  put  these 
ocders  into  execation,  a  large  IVencb  man-of-war  hcne  down  into 
the  middle  of  the  fleet,— a  ship  supposed  to  be  homeward  bound 
from  the  £a8t  or  West  Indies, — ^upon  which  three  ships  of  his 
division  were  diircted  to  chase.  They  did  so,  and  drove  the 
French  ship  in  with  the  shore  above  the  river  of  Bordeaux,  and 
there  our  great  ships  were  obligwl  to  Imve  her.  This  chase  put 
an  end  to  the  operations  of  yesterday.  As  soon  a**  the  chasing 
ships  retailed  this  morning,  it  was  resolved  that  the  whole  fleet 
should  go  down  and  anchor  in  the  Basque  Road,  from  idienoe 
we  may  attack  either  of  these  two  islands  [Rh^  or  Oleron]^ 
Bodielle  or  Rocbefort.  A  disposition  was  made,  and  the  Vioe- 
Admiral's  division  led  in.  Just  as  the  whole  fleet  was  getting 
within  the  Pertuis  the  wind  took  them  short,  and  they  wete 
obligeil  to  stand  out  again  and  hero  we  are  now,  beating  cn 
and  oft',  waiting  for  a  bi'tter  day  and  a  morc  favoumhie 

Since  I  writ  my  mother's  letter  we  have  hml  \nii<tv  of 
winds,  but  in  general  moderate  weather,  and  nothing  remarkable 
but  the  circumstance  of  that  ship's  running  in  amongst  us,  and 
escaping  by  half  an  hour.  It  is  believed  that  she  would  have 
been  a  very  rich  pHie.  The  Inhabitants  are  alarmed;  they 

1  Hie  cbaapei  between  the  isluids  Bha  and  Olom,  Brntmp,  omiea£. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A  FATAL  DELAY 


329 


fired  goos  all  along  the  coast  last  night,  and  we  now  see  the 

Rmokc  nsing  upon  the  sea  shore,  as  a  si'TdhI,  no  doubt,  of  our 
ftppc  nrarice.  These  delays  on  our  .side,  alter  notice  given  to  the 
eii  i)iv,  may  have  ill  consequences;  but  they  are  sudi  as,  I 
sup^jo?ie,  were  not  e^tsily  to  be  avouied.  We  are  <xtme  to  an 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  (a  thing  unconunon),  o&'  the  Isle  of 
Bli^  in  veadhMiB  to  posh  In  early  m  the  monung.  Sir  Edwaxd 
plawke]  nema  deteRnined  to  do  emything  that  ean  be  done 
npon  tids  occaaiop  ooniistent  with  his  ordcn  and  inatiuBliimsi 
and  the  safety  of  the  iket 

22nd, — We  are  now  at  an  anchor  within  the  Fertuia 
d''Antioche,  between  the  isles  of  Rhe  and  Olcron,  waiting  for  a 
breeze  nf  witiH  to  go  down  upon  the  Isle  frAix.  whiVh  is  ia  sight; 
but  it  IS  a  perfect  calm,  and  our  whole  force  immovable. 

23rd,  in  the  morning, — All  still  at  an  anchor,  the  inha])it;iiits 
of  Rhe  working  haixl  ut  their  eutreuchmciiti>  along  tiic  idiui-e,  to 
prevent  onr  huding.  The  ^Medway,""  Adiilla,*  and  *  fire- 
ahip  ordered  to  ham  a  Kpeneh  Shipnif-war  behind  the  lale  d*Aiz 
aa  80011  as  Adnursl  Knoi^*  dinriim  beguis  Ihe  attack. 

Howe  greatly  added  to  his  reputation  by  Us  conduct  in  this 
business.  In  spite  of  their  youth,  had  these  two  men  the  conduct 
of  the  Rochefort  affair  it  would  have  had  a  very  different  ending.  Of 
Howe,  W  iljioie  says  he  was  as  undaunted  as  a  rock  and  as  silent ; 
the  characteristics  ot  Lms  whole  race.  He  and  Wolie  .sooa  contracted 
a  friendbhip,  like  the  union  of  a  cannon  and  gunpowder." 

WoUbli  prognostications  were  to  be  fblfilled  to  the  letter. 
Mordannt  knew  from  a  report  in  his  possesion  that  the  enemy 
had  only  10,000  msn  on  the  entire  coast,  yet  he  and  Conway  per- 
sisted in  thinking  a  landing  desperate,  although  the  dianoes  were 
that  they  would  be  opposed  fay  only  a  handful  of  men.  Enonnoiis 
importance  was  attaclied  to  surprising  the  enemv,  n<!  if  surprise 
were  an  essential  part  of  the  y>]an.  Ligonier,  his  t  hief  nt  the 
Horse  Guards,  had  i\  iiiindcd  Mordannt  that  it  was  not  an  essential 
point.  But  what  was  vital  was  to  land  and  strike  at  the  enemy, 
whether  he  knew  the  British  were  condng  or  not.  As  a  matter 
of  fiwtt  wa  know  now  the  defenders  of  Rochefort  were  in  a  panic : 
and  haid  Mordannt  stmck,  it  woddy  as  they  said  tfaamselveB,  have 
been  <<aU  ofer  with  the  port  of  Bochefort*  Hawke  hung  about 
for  two  precious  days. 

''It  is  difficult,"  ssys  Mr.  Corbett,  ^  concedmg  all  that  can  be 
niged  in  Hawka's  ikvoar,  to  avoid  the  impression  that  in  the 
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hanrlling  of  the  fleet  at  this  time  there  was  to  somo  rlecrroo  a  lack 
of  that  hartbiess  of  grip,  that  directness  of  aim,  that  colour  of 
audncity  which  arc  the  soul  of  such  operations.'** 
in  his  letter  to  hm  father  Woiic  continues — 

Idle  d^AiZy  9Mf  in  the  evening, — Hie  fort  of  the  Ide  cTAiz 
taken  by  Captain  Howe,  in  the  "  Magnanime,'**  witha  few  distant 
shot  from  tiie  ''Barfleur."  Then  were  fi^e  great  ships  upon 
this  business ;  but  aa  Captain  Howe  led,  be  saved  the  rest  the 
trouble  of  battering,  and  confounded  the  defendants  to  that 
degree  with  the  vivaoitv  of  his  fire  that  they  deserted  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon  and  eight  mortars,  and  struck  after  thirty  five 
minutes  of  resistance.  There  were  600  men  in  the  fort  of  wliich 
very  few  were  killed ;  and  the  "  iVIaguanime "  lost  but  thr^ 
killed,  and  eight  or  ten  wounded.  Mr.  Howe's  manner  of  going 
down  upon  tiie  enemy,  and  his  whole  proceeding,  have  raised  the 
opinion  people  had  of  his  courage  and  alnlities  to  a  very  high 
piteh.  Thm  Asp  whidi  Sir  Edward  ordered  to  be  burned  was 
further  off  than  he  imagined,  and  even  now  we  perodve  her  to 
be  within  the  mouth  of  the  Charentc. 

We  are  preparing  to  land  somewhere  between  Rochelle  and 
Rochrfort,  for  the  sake  of  mischief  more  than  anv  success  we  can 
propose  to  ourselves  after  such  long  f>reparations  and  notice  to 
the  enemy.  I  believe  the  expedition  will  end  in  our  landing  and 
fighting,  and  then  returuing  to  our  ships;  and  we  may  bombard 
Rochelle,  put  the  isles  of  Rh^  and  Oleron  imder  contribution, 
blow  up  the  ibrtress  of  the  We  d'AiZtand  spread  terror  all  along 
the  ooasL  If  we  had  set  out  upcm  tiiis  business  in  time,  I 
bdieve  we  should  have  been  thou^t  very  trottblesome.  TboB  is 
a  most  pleasing  climate,  and  the  grapes  upon  the  Isle  d^Aix  are 
exceedingly  delicious,  especially  to  a  sick  stomach.  I  have  been 
told  that  General  Conway,  with  three  battalions,  went  down 
with  Mr.  Knowles'  division  to  assist  in  the  attack ;  but  they  were 
not  wanted,  only  to  take  possession  and  guard  the  prisoners, 
who  were  used  with  all  possible  humanity  by  Captain  Howe. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

Wolfe  resolved  to  do  something.  It  was  intolerable  that 
nothing  should  be  done.  His  ftiendship  with  Sir  John  Mordaunt 
enabled  him  boldly  to  prefer  a  request  which  in  ordinary  drcum- 
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stances  would  not  have  been  granted.  It  mi^t  have  beeii  con^ideml 
presuniptuous  to  a  degroe.  He  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  ashore 
and  retounoitre  the  couMtry  the  moment  the  fortress  of  Aix  fell. 
Mordaunt,  fearing  to  deny  any  request  to  such  an  ardent  soldier, 
granted  his  wish.  Wolfe  therefore  got  into  a  boat  and  hung  about 
until  fhe  white  flag  flew  and  then  landed.  He  went  ttndght  to 
that  part  of  the  fbrtificatiomB  ladng  the  mainland,  dimbed  alone 
op  to  a  battered  bartion  and  pointed  his  telesoope  caiefiiUy  for 
an  hour.  In  the  near  distance  he  examined  the  sandy  promontoij 
of  FoLiras,  guarded  by  a  small  fort  It  was  useless  to  attempt 
to  capture  Rochefort  while  this  fort  was  in  the  way.  More- 
over, northward  ky  another  low  promontory  midwRy  between 
Rochelle  and  ilochefort  which  his  trained  eye  saw  nt  once  w  ould 
furnish  an  excellent  landing  for  the  force.  This  was  marked 
**  Chattclaiellon  on  ins  chart  lla^itily  jotting  down  the  result  of 
bis  observations  he  got  back  into  the  boat  and  rowed  back  to  the 
MamUKetf  where  be  made  bis  r^ort  to  the  leaden  of  the  expedition, 
Hawke  and  Moidaimt. 

Briefly,  his  opinion  was  that  Fouras,  whose  sttnation  and 
strength  he  detailed,  must  be  battered  to  pieces.  This  could  be 
compassed  by  a  single  man-of-war ;  the  attempt  would  cause  a 
sufficient  diversion,  nndor  cover  of  which  the  troops  could  land  at 
ChattHaielion,  The  Admiral  was  instantly  struck  by  the  plan  ; 
the  General  also  gave  his  adhesion,  expi-cssing  a  hope  that  the 
Huguenot  pilot  Thierry  knew  just  what  was  the  depth  of  water  off 
Fouras,  to  enable  the  Magftanitne  to  approach  close  to  the  fort. 
Wolfe  now  broke  in  with  a  ftuther  suggestion,  to  the  eflect  that  a 
diversion  by  means  of  bomb  ketches  on  the  Bochelle  aide  would 
still  fiirther  divide  the  enemj^s  attention.  On  Hawkers  assenting  to 
this,  Wolfe  observed)  ''Hen,  sir,  not  a  moment  is  to  be  last" 
fewMimg  for  Thierry,  the  pilot,  while  the  bomb  ketches  were  being 
got  ready,  the  Admiral  questioned  him  closely.  The  pilot  grasped 
Wolfe's  idea  at  once  ;  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  take  the  ship 
dose  up  to  Foura*^  find  under  cover  of  it  land  troops  on  botli  sides 
of  tibe  fort.  But  I  [jiwke  was  not  wholly  convinced,  probably  hating 
to  be  "  rushed  by  a  mere  land  officer.  That  was  where  Hawke 
made  his  mistake.  Wolfe  was  not  merdy  a  land  soldier.  He  was 
a  wanior  with  a  genius  for  amphibious  waiftre^  destined  shortly 
to  leave  *^  the  reputation  of  being  the  greatest  master  of  combined 
strategy  the  world  had  seen  since  Drake  took  the  art  from  its 
swaddling  dothes.^^ 
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Wolfe  was  fi  Tx'liever  in  the  moral  impetus,  and  it  fretted  his 
soul  to  N(  (  till  L  ha  aces  of  success  slif)})iiig  away.  Hawke  finally 
agrmi  to  the  piuposjil  its  regards  Fouras  hut  not  to  the  Rochelle 
diversion.  He  sent  up  Brodiick  to  find  a  bindiug-plaai  for  tlie 
troops,  tblft  being  in  MordauuVs  opinion  purely  ^  sailor^s  businesiL^ 
Brodikk  came  back  cm  the  day  IbUowing  (the  Mk),  to  say  be  had 
firand  a  place  idiere  Mcidaunt  could  land  Ub  tvoopi  without  to 
modi  as  wetttng  tbdr  shoei.  Hawke  eipectoi  Motdamit  wouid 
avail  himself  of  the  opportunity.  But  what  Mordaimt  actually 
did  was  to  call  a  council  of  war  for  the  following  morning.  Here 
they  discussed  the  chances  for  nnd  nLTainst  escaladin^^  the  ditch  at 
llochefort,  and  finally  dn  iJi  d  tin  (Ij  iitces  would  Ix^  ai^iiinst  lliem. 
Hawkc,  it  was  tlumghtj  wouid  be  uiiiihle  to  get  the  troops  back  safe 
again  on  boaixi  in  case  of  a  failure.  Their  decision  smls  confirmed 
by  Hawkers  detachment  to  take  Fouras  getting  ugi  ound. 

Not  alone  in  his  ezaspemtioii  was  Wolfe.  Tlw  common 
ioUiem  and  aaikn  weie  inforiated  at  being  bn^^ 
twee  of  their  prey  and  having  to  sail  back  to  £ngland  without  even 
an  attempt  to  thrust  at  him.  TVue^  Hawke  ior  his  part  wiahed 
the  troops  to  land,  but  instead  of  excarting  a  cordial  oo-operatioD 
and  so  making  a  unit  of  the  ex|KvlitTon,  he  held  fiJoof  on  the  ^^ronnd 
that  he  "was  no  judge  of  land  o]n  nitions"**  and  tlie  miliiaiv  arm 
must  get  out  of  the  business  as  best  it  might.  Tlvis  ^\  a,s  t  he  old 
attitude  of  Cathcart  aiul  Vernon  and  the  Carbi^ena  expe<lition  ;  in 
fiu:t  it  was  the  attitude  of  most  militaiy  and  naval  commandm 
iorving  m  jcrfnt  ezpeditiaoi.  What  a  different  spectacie  waa  WoUb 
to  beqinatfa  to  history  1 

So  fajtensB  was  the  feeling  now  mantfested  in  botii  Ansy  and 
Naiy  that  the  generals  resolved  at  last  to  make  the  attempt  that 
vtTj  nigjlit.  Movdaunt,  to  prove  that  he  was  not  animated  by 
cowardice,  announced  his  intention  to  lead  the  first  din'sion  in 
person.  Brodrick  wm  told  oft'  to  snperiTitend  the  landinpf  of  the 
men.  At  midnight  on  the  28tli  the  boats  were  filled.  There  was 
a  high  wind  and  surf,  but  the  troops  were  eager  to  land  and  could 
not  undei'btand  why  they  should  remain  toi^ied  about  iu  the  billows 
fer  thna  mortal  hoars  for  tiie  wocd  to  be  given.  When  it  came 
ihey  conU  haidfy  bdieve  it.  The  astonirfied  Colonel  in  command 
inmted  on  emmining  the  Genend^  Agnature  by  lantern  lig^  It 
was**Betam  to  tiie  transports.''  It  is  tiselem  to  pSeroe  the  motives 
fer  SQcfa  vacillation  and  pnsillammity. 

Conway  and  \\^olfe  were  ordered  to  make  still  another 
reconnoitre  at  daybreak.  Such  foolery  as  this  was  too  much  for 
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Hawke.   If,  iaid  be^  the  military  piui  of  the  expedition  had  no 

further  use  for  his  service  he  woiJd  sail  badt  to  Tgngflu^-  in  vain 
Mwdaunt  besought  a  joint  council  to  consider  the  matter.  As  if 
the  matter  had  not  b^n  enough  considered !    As  if  every  seaman 

and  soldier  was  not  sick  unto  death  «f  such  fn^nne  procrastination  ! 
Hawke  refused,  and  at  another  couticii  Mordaunt,  CoDway  and 
Coruwallis  decided  tiually  to  give  up  the  attempt. 

To  HIS  Fatu£r. 

Bade  aet  Bmqqw,  Wk  StfimiAer,  1757. 
Dbab  Sur-By  the  Viper"  doop  I  have  the  diflpleasure  to 
inform  jou  that  our  operationa  here  are  aft  an  end.  We  lost  the 
lucky  moment  in  war,  and  are  not  able  to  recover  it.  The  whole 
xd  this  expedition  has  not  cost  the  nation  ten  men,  nor  has  any 
man  been  able  to  distinguish  himself  in  the  ser\ice  of  his 
country,  except  Mr.  Howe,  wlio  was  a  great  example  to  us  all. 
We  s}>al1  follow  close  if  ilit  weather  favours,  and  return  to 
England  with  reproai  li  anil  tlishunour ;  though,  hi  my  mmd, 
there  never  was  in  any  troops,  sea  and  land,  a  better  disposition 

tONTVe. 

So  all  sailed  home*  and  the  miaeiaUe  Bochefort  expedition  came 
to  a  miserable  end.  It  was  not  all  in  vain.  England  cried  out  at 
the  foUj  and  eiqpense  of  it  all,  for  it  had  cost  a  million  of  money. 

Pitt  was  in  an  agony,  the  King  was  furious,  Frederick  was  disgusted, 
liiif  the  lesson  of  it  had  sunk  deep  into  one  man\s  heart  and  brain — 
so  tleep  that  it  took  itxjt  and  blossomed  forth  with  rc^uita  full  of 
use  and  glory  to  the  Empire,  and  this  man  wa^i  James  Wolfe. 
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OBDERED  TO  LOUISBOURG 

The  fiulme  of  tibe  Bochefbrt  eipeditioii  upon  the  success  of 

which  he  had  set  so  mudi  store  bade  fair  to  unseat  Pitt  just  as  he  had 
got  well  into  the  saddle.  But  his  amoerity  and  entiiusiasm  pre- 
vailed. When  Parliament  met  he  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  th^ 
miint  ry,  if  not  to  that  of  the  Olrl  Ofin^,  that  the  Rochefoii;  design  was 
in  Rodney's  phnisc), "  wise,  prudent  and  well-timed,"  ^  and  ought  to 
have  succeeded  but  for  the  "determined  resolution  of  both  naval 
and  military  commauder8  against  any  vigorous  exertion  of  the 
mtifliial  power.**  HededavediliatlieootildsGaneAidoiieiDUi  to 
whom  he  ootdd  oonfidently  eDtnirt  any  design  which  earned  the 
kwt  i^p^uranoe  of  danger*  Witii  a  ibfoe  nmcli  greater  than  the 
Dation  had  ever  maintained  and  a  government  ardently  desirous 
of  redeeming  her  gjlory  and  promoting  her  wel&re^  a  ahaiBelul  dis- 
like to  the  sen'ice  everywhere  prevailed. 

Out  of  the  disaster,  upon  wlifc  h  an  inquiry  wa^^  ordered  to  be 
held,  Pitt  wrested  signal  advantiige  in  putting  the  services  more 
thereafter  on  their  mettle  and  in  instituting  an  instant  reluna  of 
current  abuses.  It  was  not  his  fault,  but  the  fault  of  the  instru- 
molts  at  his  hand,  bequeathed  him  hy  his  predeeessora  Sudi  he 
was  lesolTed  not  to  employ  again.  He  bad  told  FsrHament  he 
eooid  scarce  find  one  reliable  man.  He  soon  fbmid  one.  Hia 
l^ce  had  &Uen  npon  his  Qoartermaster^Scnend  al  Bochefort, 
and  he  knew  now  where  to  find  a  capable  officer  whm  he  wanted 
him. 

On  landing  Wolfe  went  straight  to  Blackheatii  only  tt>  find 
his  parents  at  Rath.  Already  Ijecome  a  notjiblc  man,  he  ibund 
people  eager  to  ieurn  his  version  of  flu  fi^isto.  Concerning  his  next 
step,  he  was  uncertain.  He  believed  the  Colonelcy  he  r^aided  as 
insepaiafak  from  his  Iiidi  appointment  was  jet  lemoti^  becanse 
ano&ier  Iientenant<>)]oDeil»  his  jnnior  in  service^  if  not  in  Tean^ 
had  been  preferred  instead.  He  thcfeopon  instantly  wrote  to 
Barrington,  the  Secretary  at  War,  resigning  his  post  of  Qnarler- 
mastaiHQeoeraloflrebnd.  He  also  wrote  to  his  mother— 

*  Ahnooj  Teh  L  p.  M» 
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7V>  HU  MOTHXB. 

Blackheath,  17<*  Octofef,  1757. 

Dear  Madam, — To  save  uiyself  tlic  trouble  of  answering 
questions,  and  for  the  sake  of  fresh  air  and  exercise,  I  have  taken 
up  my  (j^uai-ters  at  your  house,  and,  with  Miss  Eleanor^s  ^  assist- 
ance^ am  like  to  do  welL  By  the  bye,  her  husband  was  very 
tiseful  to  me  on  board  tlie  ^RamiUies.**  I  was  glad  you  weie 
gone  to  the  Bath,  though  I  lost  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  fm  a 
time.  It  is  a  little  melancholy  to  be  left  alone,  especially  to 
one  who  was  a  witness  of  our  late  miscarriage.  By  this  trial  I 
find  that  the  cheerfullest  temper  requires  the  aid  and  prop 
of  society.  When  Fran(,oi.se  comes  to  know  wlmt  I  would  have 
for  dinner,  he  distresses  me  with  the  qiiehLion.  Whenever  I 
keep  house,  somebody  mUHt  direct,  for  I  cannot. 

As  to  the  expedition,  it  has  Ix^en  conducted  so  ill  that  I  am 
ashamed  to  have  been  of  the  party.  The  public  could  not  do 
better  than  dismiss  six  or  eight  of  us  from  the  service.  No  seal, 
no  ardour,  no  care  or  concern  for  the  good  and  honour  of  the 
country.  I  have  b^gan  to  dismiss  myself  by  surrendering  up 
my  office  of  Quartermaster-General  for  Ireland.  Tfa^  thought 
proper  to  put  a  younger  lieutenant-col  unci  over  me,  and  I 
thought  it  proper  to  resign.  My  Lord  liarrington  says  he  has 
nothing  to  do  with  Irish  affairs,  so  refers  titc  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Higby  ;  -  huf  his  T/irdshi})  desires  me  to  sii  jit  iul  my  operations 
for  a  few  tiay^.  \s  hit  li  nccoi-dingly  I  do.  I  will  certainly  not  go 
to  Ireland  without  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  am  iudifiei-ent 
whether  I  get  it  or  not  I  can^  part  with  my  other  employ- 
ment, because  I  have  nothing  dse  to  trust  to;  nor  do  I  think  it 
consistent  with  honour  to  sneak  oiF  in  the  middle  of  a  war. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

Naturally,  "  Uncle  Waf*  was  anxious  to  hear  all  about  Roche- 
fort  from  his  nephew,  and  was  not  disappointed. 

To  Major  WAurica  Woltb. 

Bkckheatli,  iHr//  (>r(J>er,  1757. 
Dkah  Sir, — "Noils  avons  manque  un  fx'au  cotip,"  as  the 
French  pi  isuners  told  us,  after  we  had  loiterctl  away  Lhi  ee  or  four 

*  £leanur  W'liite,  a  domestic  to  wlionj  Mrs.  ^Volfe  bequeathed,  in  1704, 
mn  annoity  of  £20. 

'  Richard  Rijjby,  the  son  of  a  linendraper  who  hnd  (iiruln-d  liim.«elf 
as  a  South  Sea  Company  factor,  wm  uow  Secretary  to  the  Duke  oi  ikMiford 
in  Ireland. 
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days  in  ronstilfjitions,  del ilx" rations,  and  councils  of  war.  Tlif 
season  of  the  year  and  nature  of  the  enterprise  called  for  the 
quickest  and  most  \igorous  execution,  whereas  our  proceedings 
were  quite  otherwise.  We  were  in  sij^ht  of  the  Isle  of  ilhe,  the 
SOth  September,  consequently  were  been  by  the  enemy  (as  their 
rignals  left  m  no  room  to  doabtX  and  it  waa  the  jttid  bete  we 
firad  e  gim.  Tliat  afternoon  and  ni^t  slipped  tiboniqc^  oar 
hand%*~tlie  IndiynKimaitaf  conlbrioD  andoooatcniatton  amflog 
our  aianiiea.  Ilia  IBAtlv — ^Admirals  and  GcneialB  consult  to- 
gether, and  resolve  upon  nothing  between  them  but  to  hold  a 
council  of  war.  The  ^th, — ^thia  famous  council  sat  from  morn- 
ing till  late  at  night,  and  tho  resnlt  of  the  debates  v.  as  unani- 
mously not  to  attack  the  pLu c  liiey  wrvv  ordered  to  attack,  and 
for  reasons  that  no  solJiei  will  allow  to  ixi  .--utlicient.  The  26th, 
— the  Admiral  scuds  a  message  to  the  General,  iniiiiiuiling  that 
if  they  did  not  detennine  to  do  something  there,  he  would  go  to 
another  place.  Hie  STth, — ^the  Genenla  and  Admirals  view  the 
land  with  ^anea^  and  agne  upon  •  aeeood  oonndl  of  war,  havi^ 
hj  fhiB  tune  diaoovered  their  mistake.  The  9810^ — they  deliber- 
afte^  and  r^lve  to  land  that  nig^it.  Orders  are  issued  out 
accordingly,  but  the  wind  springing  up  after  the  troops  had  been 
two  or  three  hours  in  the  boats,  the  ofTicers  nf  the  na\y  declare 
it  dillii  uU  and  d an irorous  to  attempt  the  landitiii.  llie  troops 
are  comniandsjd  Imck  to  their  transports,  and  so  t  tidcd  the  ex- 
pedition I  The  true  state  of  the  case  is,  that  our  sea-officers  do 
not  can  to  be  engaged  in  any  business  of  this  sort,  where  little 
ia  to  be  had  but  blowa  and  nputatiati ;  and  the  offloers  <rf  the 
infimtiy  are  ao  profiNnidly  iginonuit,  that  an  enieEpiiae  o£  aaj 
vigour  astonlahaa  them  to  that  degree  that  they  have  not  atroigUi 
of  mind  nor  oooiidence  to  carry  it  through. 

I  look  upon  this  as  the  greatest  des^  that  the  nation  has 
cnc^ni^ed  in  for  mnny  years,  and  it  nuT^t  have  done  honour  to  lis 
all,  if  the  r\(  <  utions  had  answen d  the  intentions  of  t}w  pro- 
jector. 1  lit}  Court  of  Vemiill(j.>,  and  the  whole  l^V-nch  nuLion,  were 
alarmed  beyond  measure.  ''Les  Ax^loii^  out  attrape  notre 
Ibable,^  diaent-ila.  Alaat  we  have  only  discovered  our  own. 
I  aee  no  remedy,  for  we  have  nooffioeis  fiom  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  down  to  Mr.  Webb  and  Lord  Howe;  and  1^  navy  iirt 
is  not  much  better.  If  they  would  even  blunder  on  and  fight 
a  little,  making  some  amends  to  the  public  by  their  oouraB^  fi* 
their  want  of  skill;  but  this  excessive  d^p^ee  of  caution,  or 
whatever  name  it  deaerve%  ieavea  nr^ing  bad  impNtsioDS 
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araoncf  the  troops,  to  do  them  jnstico,  upon  this  occasion 
bhoweti  all  the  .sign^  of  spirit  and  gooJHiil.  Mv  healUi  ib  a 
little  ii]jiu*(id  by  ikia  ammnafs  umctivity,  an  I  have  not  been  able 
to  get  tm  timet  on  honeiback;  and  I  am  here  alone,  partly  to 
am  mjMlf  the  troaUe  of  answering  questions,  and  partly  ftr 
•ir  Mid  eBevdie. 

I  aiB>  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Nephew, 

Jahss  Wqlvb. 

A  few  days  later  he  learnt  that  his  giouiuls  of  complaint  agaimt 
the  higher  powers  were  imiouiided.  It  wa^  tar  from  the  King''8 
intention,  after  Wol&^s  oonduct  at  Bochefort,  to  refuse  him  the 
long-wiihed-lbr  Coloodcj.  A  new  s^gimeDt  shoold  be  celled  into 
CTwtffwy,  the  G7th  (HempduieX  and  Wolfe  diocild  oontmaad  it 

via  Fatbb. 

Blacirheatb,  iUi  October,  1767. 
Dear  Sib, — Ifr.  Fisher  writes  me  word  that  the  King  has 
been  pleased  to  i^ive  me  the  rank  of  Colonel,  which  at  this  time 
is  more  to  hv  prized  than  any  other,  because  it  carriei?  with  it 
a  ikvourabie  ;i|)|H>arauce  iis  tu  my  conduct  upon  thi^  late  expedi- 
tion, and  an  acxept«aioe  of  my  good  intentions.  I  am  something 
indebted  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  for  having  spoken  to  Lord 
Anami,  who  took  the  tvooUe  to  repeat  it  to  the  King.  I  ahaU 
aak  Sir  John  Ugonier^  conunanda  to*niORow  whether  I  go  to 
the  ngiment  or  to  Iidand.^  There  ia  a  storm  gathering  over 
the  head  of  my  mifbirtanate  friend  [ComwaUia],  such  a  one  as 
must  necessarily  orosh  him ;  though,  in  my  mind,  he  acted  in 
this  affair  but  a  second  part.  That,  .is-  far  as  I  am  able,  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  assert,  and  will  give  him  the  best  hints  in  ray 
powpf  for  his  defence.  This  nuist  remain  a  secret  between  us, 
because  I  know  he  is  ill-used  and  aiiiuliy  ruined,  after  suffering 
himself  to  be  mided  by  an  over-fiedr  opinion  of  bis  guide.^ 

Amongst  the  regiments  taking  part  in  the  late  expedition  waa 
the  8tfa»  Lieutenant-Genend  Wolfe^a  reginieot,  actually  com-' 

>  ligonier  had  been  appointed  Commtader-in-Cliiaf  in  gaccowion  to  tin 
Dakc  of  Cumberland.  Not  long  aftarwiida  ]ia  WW  eieatad  aa  Irish  paer» 
Viacoant  Liconier  of  EnniskUlen. 

'  Hie  Hon.  Oomwallia  ewaped,  tog^ber  wiUi  Caoowmy,  any  lorther 
penal^.  Ha  iwa  la  ba  Haatanaat-Gaaatal  and  dBad  QmeroM  af  Gikealtv, 
177^ 
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niaudod  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  T>afuiisiUe.  The  latter  officer  had 
spent  most  of  the  time  bctwcjcn  the  20th  an<l  29th  September  in 
his  cabin  suffering  from  himbago.  Disgusted  w  ith  the  whole  affkir, 
the  old  Genual  wrote  to  his  lieuteuaut-colonel  for  a  report. 
I^&asille,  perhaps  equally  dii^^ted,  referred  the  General  to  his 
son.  LafinuQle  and  Wdfe  had  kmg  been  friends,  but  this  was  a 
little  mote  tlum  the  new  Golcmel  oould  biook. 

7V»  HiB  Faihkb. 

Bkckheftth,  24th  October,  1757. 

Dear  Sir, — Tis  an  admirable  circunistanee  for  T^frtusille  to 
ask  me  about  an  expedition  that  he  himself  wai>  engaged  in. 
His  lumbago  left  him  very  a  propo«  for  j^1^t  as  he  got  to  the 
Bas<]ue  Road  he  revived.  One'^s  native  air  liius  sui-prising  effects  ! 
All  Uiat  i  can  tell  about  it  is,  that  we  blundered  most  egce- 
giously  on  all  ildei — aeaand  land  ;  that  we  lost  three  days  with' 
out  atid  three  withui,  and  consequently  couldn^t  propose  to  march 
to  Paris  this  season.  I  believe  the  oountry  is  not  able  to  bear 
many  jokes  of  this  sort ;  nor  have  the  ^ets  and  arms  of  this 
nation  reputation  enough  to  excuse  now  and  then  a  faux  pat. 
However,  let  justice  be  done  to  the  executive  part;  the  sea- 
men and  soldiers  in  general  were  most  desirous  and  most  earnest 
for  eniploynieut.  These  disappointments,  I  hope,  won't  affect 
their  cx>ui-age ;  nothing,  I  think,  can  hurt  their  discipline— it  is 
at  its  worst.  They  sliall  th-ink  and  swear,  plunder  and  massacre 
with  any  troops  in  Europe,  the  Cossacks  and  Calmucks  them- 
selves  not  exoepted ;  with  this  diflerenoe>  that  they  have  not 
quite  so  violent  an  appetite  for  blood  and  bonfires. 

Sir  John  Ligonier*s  commission,  appointing  him  Commander*  ' 
in-Chief  of  the  armies  of  Britain,  is  come  out,  or  to  come  out 
sudd^y  under  the  broad  seal  of  Bngland.  I  shall  pay  my  duty 
to  our  new  General,  and  inform  myself  whether  I  may  set  out  for 
Ireland  or  naf,  taking  the  Bath  in  my  way.  T  dine  with  Sir 
Gregory  ^  t  o-uiorrow ;  he  and  my  Lady  Page  are  very  solicitous 
for  your  welfare. 

Bat  it  is  in  the  letter  to  Riekson  that  Wolfe  opens  up  his  heart 
about  the  Bodiefert  expedition — 

^  Sir  Gregory  Page,  Rirt.,  a  woaltliy  Indian  merchant,  whose  splendid 
wat,  Wricklcsmarshj  was  near  lilacklieatii.  On  Sir  Gregory's  death  iu  177fi, 
his  nephew  and  heir  sold  the  estsls^  the  iHSniilWI  WSS  pttllsd  down  snd  Um 
picturet  aod  «calptaie  diipened. 
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EOCH£FORT  CRITICISED  889 
To  Majoi  Rkksom. 

Blackheath,  6th  November,  1767. 
Dear  Rickson,— I  thank  yon  very  henrtily  for  yonr  welcome 
hack.  I  am  not  sony  that  I  went,  notwithbtandnig  what  has 
li  ipjjened;  one  may  always  pick  up  something  useful  from 
aaioiigst  the  mast  fatal  errors.  I  have  found  out  that  an 
Admiral  should  endeavour  to  run  into  an  enemy^s  port  immedi- 
aielj  after  be  appeon  befece  it ;  ihat  he  ahoold  ancbortfae  tiaui- 
port  ships  and  frigates  m  ckse  u  be  can  to  the  land ;  that  be 
ahould  reoounoitre  and  observe  it  as  quick  as  posuUey  and  lose 
no  time  in  getting  the  troops  on  shore ;  that  previoas  diieetiaiis 
should  be  given  in  respect  to  landing  the  troops,  and  a  proper 
disposition  made  for  the  }x);it  >  of  all  sorts,  appointing  leaders  mid 

\  fit  pci'sons  for  conducting  the  different  divisions.    On  the  dtlu  r 

hand,  experience  shows  me  that,  in  an  ailkii'  depending  upon 

^  vigoiu*  and  dispatch,  the  Generals  should  settle  their  plan  of 

opemtions,  so  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  idle  debate  and  cou- 
sultatkms  wbcn  the  sword  shodd  be  drawn ;  that  pushing  on 
SHDardy  is  the  road  to  snooeBB,  and  more  particulaily  so  in  an 
affiur  of  tiiis  nature;  tbat  noising  is  to  be  ledmned  an  obstacle 
to  your  undertaking  wbidi  is  not  found  really  so  upon  trial; 
that  in  war  something  must  be  allowed  to  chance  and  fortune^ 
seeing  it  is  in  its  nature  hazardous,  and  an  option  of  difficulties  ; 
that  the  fjn*atncss  of  nii  object  should  come  under  consideration, 
oppostd  tr)  iiiipi'diiiK  tils  that  lie  in  the  way;  that  the  lionour 
on  one's  cuuiitiy  i.s  to  have  some  weight  ;  and  that,  in  particular 
drcumstances  and  times,  the  loss  of  a  thousand  men  is  rather 
an  advantage  to  a  nation  tban  otherwise^  seeing  that  gallant 
attempts  nise  its  reputation  and  make  it  respectable ;  wbereas 
the  contraiy  i^ppeaianoes  sink  the  credit  of  a  country,  ruin 
the  troops,  and  create  infinite  uneasinem  and  disoootent  at 
borne. 

I  know  not  what  to  say,  my  dear  Rickson,  or  how  to  account 
for  our  pmeeeflin<Ts,  iniless  I  own  to  von  that  there  never  was 
people  coUerttd  to^i'tlu  r  so  unfit  for  the  business  they  wen-  sent 
upon — dilatory,  ignorant,  irresolute,  and  some  grains  ot  a  very 
umnanly  (quality,  and  very  unsoldier-like  or  uusailoi-hke.  1  have 
•beadjr  been  too  imprudent  i  I  bave  saM  too  much,  and  people 
make  me  say  ten  times  more  than  I  ever  uttered;  thenfime^ 
repeat  nothing  out  of  my  letter,  nor  name  my  name  as  author  of 
any  one  tli  ing.  The  whole  i^air  turned  upon  the  impracticability 
of  escalading  flocbeibrt ;  and  the  two  evidences  faro^i^t  to  prove 

8  » 
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tiiat  the  ditch  v^hh  wet  (in  opposition  to  the  assertions  of  the 
diief  engineer,  who  had  been  in  the  place)  are  persons  to  wham, 
m  my  mind,  very  little  credit  should  be  given ;  without  these 
evidences  we  should  have  tsnded^  and  most  have  marched  to 
Rocfaefort,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  place  would  have 
surrendered,  or  have  be^  taken,  in  forty -eight  hours.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  there  was  nothing  in  all  that  country  to  oppose  9000 
ppod  Foot — a  million  of  Protest^mts,  upon  whom  it  is  nec«^ry 
to  keep  a  strict  rye,  so  that  the  garrison  could  not  vpnture  to 
as.semble  against  u^,  and  no  troops,  except  the  militia,  within  any 
mot le rate  disbiuci  of  these  parts. 

Little  practice  in  war,  eaae  and  convenience  at  home,  great 
incomes,  and  no  wants,  with  no  ambition  to  stir  to  action  are  not 
the  instruments  to  work  asocoessM  war  withal ;  I  see  no  prospect 
of  better  deeds.  I  know  not  where  to  look  for  them,  or  finm 
whom  we  may  expect  them.  Many  handsome  things  would  have 
been  done  by  the  troops  had  they  been  pennittcd  to  act.  As  it 
is,  Captain  Howe  carried  off  all  the  honour  of  his  enterprise  .  .  . 
notwithstanding  that  srribbh'ng  .  .  ,  been  pleased  to  lie  about 
that  fort  and  the  attuck  of  it. 

This  disaster  in  North  America,*  unless  the  French  have  driven 
from  their  anchors  in  the  harbour  of  LonislK)urg,  is  of  the  most 
fatal  kind;  whatever  diminishes  our  naval  force  tends  to  our 
ruin  and  destruction.  God  forbid  that  any  accident  should 
befell  our  fleet  in  the  bay !  The  Duke^s  resignation  may  be 
reckoned  an  addition  to  our  misfortunes;  he  aded  a  rig^t  part, 
but  the  oountiy  will  sufler  by  it. 

Yours,  my  dear  Rickson, 

Veiy  Affectionately, 

J.  W, 

Of  th»  letter  a  modem  critic  of  strat^y,  especially  of  naval 
war&re,  remarks — 

^It  would  be  impossible  to  measure  with  more  masterly  suc- 
cinctness the  sacred  principles,  both  practical  and  moral,  whidi 
should  govern  such  an  expedition.  The  whole  is  a  priceless  docu- 
ment, coming  as  it  does  from  the  hand  of  one  who  was  to  cany 
those  principles  to  sncli  glorious  fruition.""  He  adds  with  reference 
to  warfflLre  to-day,  that  "  evcrv  cnTuuiander  to  whom  such  operations 
are  committed,  might  do  woi-se  than  lay  it  under  his  pillow.""  * 

>  The  cnptu  ro  by  the  French  tiader  Montcalm  of  Fort  VViUiam  Henry 
sod  Hie  subscqueutmasisers.  See  poH,  p.  44dw 
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Two  or  tlireo  finvs  after  Wolfe  wrote  Riekson  a  Board  of 
Inquiry  into  the  ilochefort  Expedition  met.  To  Wolfe,  who  was 
sunnnoiied  to  give  evidence,  nothing  could  have  been  more  dis- 
tasteful. 

Th  BIS  MmcHBB. 

Blackheathj  8  Nocemher,  VtSlJ* 
Deae  Madam, — My  not  hearing  from  Bath  does  not  alarm  me 
so  much  as  it  doe-s  some  of  the  neighbourhood,  for  they  do  not 
km>w  that  your  fingers  won"'t  always  obey  your  inclinations,  and 
that  the  General  desires  to  be  eicused  from  the  trouble.  I  have 
been  told  that  you  >vere  both  in  the  rooms  lately,  which  makes 
me  easy  about  your  health  ;  it  proves  the  efficacy  and  goodness 
of  your  medidne,  and  I  hope  you  will  persevere  In  the  use  of  it» 
as  long  as  it  can  be  of  the  least  service  to  you. 

I  have  a  summons  to  attend  the  Board  of  General  Officers,  who 
are  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  failtire  of  the 
late  expedition  ;  they  b^in  their  examinatimi  to-morrow,  and  I 
suppose  will  not  end  it  soon.  Better  and  more  honourable  for 
the  country  if  the  one  half  of  us  had  gone  the  gi-eat  I'Oiid  of 
mortality  together,  than  to  be  plagued  with  inquiries  and 
censures  and  the  cry  of  the  world. 

I  wish  you  both  well — beg  my  duty  to  the  General  and  am, 
dear  liadam. 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  son, 

Jam  :  Wolfe. 

Tif  Mrs.  Wolfe, 
Bathf  SmermU 

The  board  consisted  of  lieutenant-General  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borougii,  Bibgo^'General  Ix)ni  George  Sackville,  and  Major-General 

Waldegrave,  and  before  them  when  they  assembled  at  the  house  of 
the  Judge  Advocfite-General  appeared  the  delinquents  Moi-daunt, 
CJonway,  and  Cornwailis.    Not  until  the  14th  was  Wolfe  examined. 

Colons  1  Wolfe  was  then  called  in  at  the  General's  retjue.st  and 
examined  as  to  his  0|iinion  about  landing  and  the  attack  of  Fort 
Fouras,  which  was  intended  as  a  place  of  retreat  if  tlie  troops  should 
not  succeed  in  the  attack  of  BocheforL  On  tiiis  ezaniination  the 
Colonel  said  the  men  mig^t  have  landed  near  ChatelaieUon  notwith- 
standing the  batteiy  of  six  guns  at  Fouras  Point ;  but  that  their 
l<milmg  mi^t  have  been  prevented  by  so  small  a  force  as  one 
thousand  foot  and  thi  ce  or  four  himdred  horse,  because  there  were 
many  ■n**'^**'^^",  wluch  the  forces  at  landing  would  be  obliged  to 
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climb.  As  to  Fort  Fouras,  be  tuiid  it  was  his  opinion  that  it 
might  ba^  been  carried  by  storm,  as  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
it  was  a  ipcak  aoe,  fhere  bdng  only  a  platfonn  of  tmaAj4aar 
embnsiins  tomaid  the  water  nde»  and  as  it  was  on  a  peninscda  it 

might  be  attacked  on  all  sides,  while  the  ships  laj  befine  it; 
that  Howe  had  offered  to  take  it  with  his  ship,  and  that  he 
proposed  a  feint  towards  "Rochclle  and  the  isle  of  Rhd  during  the 
landing  itkI  attack.  The  Colonel  was  then  ordered  to  withrlrnw, 
and  thi  ])<);in:l  proroeded  to  the  examination  of  Admiral  Knowlc-s, 
who  alliraied  that  l  ouras  could  not  be  annoyetl  or  Ikitlered  by  the 
ships,  for  that  a  bomb  could  no  I  be  thi*own  luore  than  two  miles 
and  three-qoartenk* 

On  the  jBlit  the  hoard  rendered  its  report  to  the  King.  The 
eipedition  agauut  Bodwlbit  had  been  frostrated^  dii^y^  they  said* 
beoaiifie  the  plan  of  attacking  Fort  Fouras  sea  and  land  simul- 
taneously had  not  been  followed.  This  plan  of  Colonel  Wolfe's 
"  certainly  must  have  been  of  the  greatest  utility  towards  canying 
your  Majesty's  instructions  into  execution.*"  ' 

Another  cause  of  the  failure  was  that  "  instead  of  attempting  to 
land  when  the  report  was  received  on  the  24th  of  September  from 
liear- Admiral  Brodrick  and  the  captains  who  had  been  sent  out  to 
sound  and  reocxmoitre,  a  oouncU  <rf  war  was  somnuHied  andhdd  on 
the  jUfth  in  which  it  was  nnanimonsly  resolTed  not  to  UumV*  alihough 
there  were  neither  troops  nor  batteries  on  dune  to  prevent  sodi  a 
landing.  As  to  the  council  of  war  on  the  S8th«  the  board  found 
that  "  no  reason  could  have  existed  sufficient  to  prevent  the  attempt 
of  landing  the  troops  previous  to  that  day,  as  the  council  then 
unanimously  resolved  to  land  with  all  possible  dispatch.**  There 
were  other  contributory  causes,  but  in  the  Ixjurd's  opinion  the 
expe<lition  had  failetl  Irom  the  time  the  great  object  of  it  was  laid 
aside  in  the  council  of  war  on  the  25th.* 

7b  ms  MoiHEB. 

Rlackhcnthj  1^  Dewmher,  1757. 
Deah  Madam, — T  cou]i]  not  tell  what  was  to  }>ecomo  of  me 
when  I  left  PortsmouLii,  Unause  I  did  not  know  ;  but  binding 

>  GmUmm'i  Magamm,  17S2,  p.  4dl. 
•  iWf.,  p.  628. 

^  It  is  iutcrcsting  to  read  that  the  inquiry  being  ended^  Lord  George 
SaiokviUe  nuuie  a  abort  speech  ngnifyiiig  tlmt  the  inost  disagreeable  thing, 
mgt  to  Mnp  Mai  kkrueif,  wa»  that  of  being  appointed  to  eit  on  an  inquiry  into 
the  coTiduct  of  gonlleinen  whose  courage  and  fidelity  had  been  so  often  tried." 
In  laia  than  three  yaurs  Sadmlle  was  himtelf  coort-martiallad  aad  wqpdUed 
Awn  the  army. 
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myself  confined  to  the  ncighbourhoocl  of  Tx^ndon,  and  not  being 
able  to  live  there  altogether,  partly  for  healtli,  and  partly 
to  save  trouble,  I  cauie  here.  Mrs.  Scott  ^  fisMNl.d  me  with 
the  few  things  that  were  wanting.  My  dciuaiKls  Here  very 
mcxierate,  ami  the  way  of  life  here  is  exemplary,  and  witiiout 
'  vumty  I  may  say  ibm  ia  as  good  older  almott,  preserved  in 
yoor  fiunily,  in  every  respect,  as  if  yoa  yotoM  prended.  I  lie 
in  your  diamber«  dresa  myadf  in  the  GeneraTslitfie  parlour,  and 
dine  where  you  did.  The  most  peree|)t  ihle  difference  and  dha&ge 
of  affiuis  (exclusive  of  the  bad  table  I  keep)  ia  the  number  of 
dogs  in  the  yard  ;  but  by  coaxing  Ball,  and  by  nibbing  his  back 
with  my  stick,  T  hnw  rvcourih-d  Tiiyself  with  the  new  onrs,  and 
put  "*em  in  some  iin  aMiiv  under  his  protection.  For  this  fort- 
night past  I  have  lodgiiigs  in  town,  and  live  for  the  most  pa  i  t 
there ;  and  tun  glad  when  a  fine  day  invites  me  to  get  on 
horseback  and  come  hete.  My  servants,  dothes,  etc,  are 
all  in  London,  When  I  mean  to  dine  here,  Amhraae^  who 
ia  my  nmning  footman,  eoniea  before  upon  hia  1^  (for 
we  have  Giiditon's  borrowed  lunne  between  us),  and  geta  me 
something  to  eat.  The  next  daj  he  zona  back  with  the  same 
alacrity,  and  by  that  meana  proBcrroa  hia  own  liealth  and  my 
money. 

This  Court  of  Inquiry  ha^  kept  us  dose,  and  now  llu  v  talk 
of  a  general  court-martial  to  try  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  wlio  is  in 
such  a  miserable  state  of  h^th  that  I  don't  believe  he  will  go 
through  with  it.  Till  that  ia  uiwt  IVn  atill  a  prisoner,  expecting, 
aa  befoi^  to  be  called  upon  in  evidence.  When  my  ikmily  waa 
hoe,  NeUy  made  aoup  and  Mbnaiear  Franfola  made  fomfiS,*  ao^ 
between  your  malda  and  my  men,  I  lived  very  elegantly  and  very 
cheap.  To-morrow  I  dine  tHe-a-tite  in  London,  with  my  old 
friend  Rich,  who  wants  to  know  the  short  hiatoiy  of  the  expe- 
dition. At  night  I  am  to  meet  his  guest,  who  is  sent  by  the 
King  of  Russia  :  Mr.  Keith,*  our  late  envoy  af  Vienna  ;  ri  son  of 
Field-Marshall  Count  Liey's  ;  and  Colonel  Clari<e,  the  engineer. 

<  To  Mra.  Elizabct}!  Scott,  mother  of  Miyor  8oott«  Mxs.  Wolfe  on  Jber 
death  bequeathed  au  annuity-  of  £90. 

'  Hie  PrufisiAn  envoy  wtui  Mi|jor  Grant,  aide-de-camp  to  Marshal  Keith, 
who  arrived  with  distxatches  nnnonncing  the  victory  of  Ro.«harh  on  the 
6th  of  November.  Robert  Keith  w&h  made  Ambassador  to  Russia  iu  1758, 
and  died  in  1774.  Coant  lAcey,  whose  son  is  here  mentioned,  was  of 
Irish  extraction,  and  a  General  in  the  Austrian  service.  He  was  brother  of 
the  fiiiss  Lacey  to  whom  Wolfe  wrote  just  a  decade  before.  Colonel  Clu'ke 
WM  the  Mlhor  of  th«  otMimI  veport  wbkh  led  to  the  RodMlbft  expedftkm 
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These,  with  myself,  make  five  veiy  odd  characters,  and  for  the 
oddity  of  the  mixture  i  nicution  it  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Worn 

The  court-martial  of  Mordaunt  duly  took  place,  but  the  unhappy 
Gencrafs  state  of  hefllth  and  the  nncertainty  whether  Hawke  was 
not  ec|ually  deseniiig  ot  (ensure,  pciiiaps  also  Pitfs  desire  not  to 
press  matters  further  now  that  the  les-son  had  been  laid  to  heart  by 
the  joint  services,  resulted  iu  his  acquittal.  For  n  week  the  King 
hesitated  aver  approving  the  verdict,  but  eventually  acquiesced. 

Before  the  Christmas  holidays,  acomding  to  his  pnctioe  when- 
ever possible^  W<dfe  rejoined  his  parents,  who  were  then  at  Bath. 
The  General  was  seriously  considering  taking  a  house  at  that 
fiishionahle  resort.  His  fighting  days  were  over,  and  gout  crept 
upon  him  apace.  .  While  at  Bath,  Wolfe  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  progress  of  his  new  reg'in>o?it,  and  delighted  to  get  letters  from 
one  of  the  trustiest  of  his  capbiins,  Henry  Parr,  thuii  recruiting  at 
Wigan,  Lancashire.  Parr  writes  to  tell  him  he  is  meeting  with 
extm  sncccss  owing  to  the  reputatiou  Woite  has,  by  his  late 
conduct,  gained  for  him^eli*. 

To  Caftain  Fa&b. 

Bath,  2»th  December,  1757. 

Dear  Faer, — I  must  pix)ceed  in  a  r^ular  way  to  answer 
your  letters,  hiit  concisely,  because^  like  other  great  men^  I  have 
many  to  answer,  and  modi  btuiness  upon  my  hands.  I  have 
always  time  enaug^  to  read  a  friend^  letter,  therefore  pray  no 
attempt  hereafter  to  excuse  yourself  from  writing  upon  the 
supposition  that  I  have  not  leisure  to  read.  I  look  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay  as  flowing  from  natural  causes, 
and  could  have  told  you  ni  the  Isle  of  Wight  (what  I  actually 
did  to  some  who  were  in  the  sk  [  ct),  either  that  we  should 
attempt  nothing,  or  execute  ill  what  we  did  attempt.  I  will  be 
open  enough  and  vain  enough  to  tell  you  that  there  might  be 
a  lucky  moment  to  he  seised  fbr  the  puUic  service,  which  I 
watchedfor ;  but  it  came  too  late,  and  there  ended  the  reputation 
of  three  bad  Generals.   You  must  bum  this  msoknt  letter. 

Your  soccess  giv^  me  double  sati^bction,  for  the  re^ment 
and  for  yourself,  and  I  know  full  well  that  you  will  omit  nothing 
that  may  tend  to  improve  or  to  continue  it.  I  thank  God  our 
officers,  and  those  who  have  left  us,  profess  a  sense  of  duty  and 
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spirit  that  needs  no  quickening,  nor  iir^ng,  T  explained  the 
nature  of  our  discipline  some  rlTys  iigo,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  is  extremely  desirous  of  being  informed  of  these  sort  of 
things.  I  told  him  that  there  was  in  the  corps  a  necessary 
degree  of  obedience,  joined  with  high  spirit  of  service  and  love 
of  duty,  which  he  appeared  to  be  greatly  pleased,  knowing  well 
that  from  good  indications,  joined  with  order  and  discipline^ 
great  military  perfcnrnances  usually  spring. 

As  I  profess  to  introduce  aa  many  young  gentlemen  as  I 
possibly  can  into  the  service,  and  to  exclude  canaille  as  much  as 
in  me  lies,  I  am  ready  to  give  all  possible  assistance  to  the  young 
mftn  yon  speak  of.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  him  in  London,  and 
will  put  him  in  a  way  of  succeeding  as  lie  desires;  but  his 
relations  should  beware  of  sending  him  too  soon  into  the  world, 
and  more  especially  as  he  has  not  some  stciidy  friend  in  London, 
by  whose  advice  he  may  be  guided,  and  by  whose  authority  he 
may  be  led.  A  good  education  is  the  first  thing  to  be  thought 
of ;  after  that,  a  profession  suited  to  the  inclinations  or  abilities 
of  the  young  roan.  In  the  army,  as  well  as  in  other  professions^ 
lesnung  is  absolutdy  necessary,  and  a  year  or  two  of  improve- 
ment is  better  than  one  with  the  insignificant  duty  of  the  capttaL 
You  did  not  name  the  tutor  in  your  letter.  As  to  the  Roman 
Catholic,  if  he  is  young  and  expresses  a  great  desire  to  serve,  I 
would  o\  (  rlook  his  mistake  in  point  of  faith.  Maybe,  by  our 
good  doctrine,  life,  and  example,  wo  may  work  his  conversion ! 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  we  shall  shake  his  present  belief, 
whether  we  give  him  better  and  sounder  notions  or  not. 

Yours  affectionately, 

J.  Worn. 

The  interest  of  the  foregoing  letter  is  in  the  allusion  to  Wolfe^s 
meeting  with  the  patriotic  and  noble-hearted  prince  who  aflcrwai-ds 
became  George  IIL  Always  taking  a  deep  interest  in  thp  prrit^rcss 
of  the  nation's  an^is,  the  Prince  had  sent  for  the  Coltjnt  l  to  c  ome 
to  Leicester  Fields  and  give  him  a  full  account  of  Ro<  In  fort.  In 
feet,  Wolfe  was  getting  to  be  a  little  sick  of  Rochefort,  so  many 
people  there  were  wanting  to  know  the  exact  story  of  that  wretched 
bodiMBB.  But  he  could  not  but  be  semdUe  to  the  boDOor  done 
him  by  the  heir-apparent,  who  afterwards  testified  to  his  regret 
that  fete  had  dainrad  him  before  he  could  dhed  lustre  on  his  own 
reign.  We  to-day  may  ask  oursdves  what  would  have  happened 
had  Wolfe  survived  to  be  the  protagonist  of  Washington  in 
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America!  How  differently  would  the  scroll  of  history  Ix-  wiitLen! 
The  blunders  of  Gage  and  Howe  and  Clinton  and  Cornwallis  would 
at  kort  never  h&ve  been  perpetrated  by  Walfi^  to  wbooi  war  was 
always  war  oondocted  witii  leal,  Ifan^  and  knowledge,  no  matter 
who  tiie  adverBai7. 

Wolfe^s  eye  waa  always  upon  America.  His  letteis  diow  that 
he  recognized  to  the  fall  as  much  as  Pitt  that  yonder  was  the 
important  theatre  of  operation;; — that  there  and  not  elsewhere  the 
df^tinios  nf  Europe  must  be  fonrrht  ont.  And  in  America,  where 
tlic  FrciK  h  and  English  had  been  pitteil  against  each  other  for 
niojiths,  tiie  failure  of  the  King's  army  was  hanlly  less  conspicuous 
tlian  it  bad  been  in  Europe.    The  results,  inde<xl,  were  far  worse. 

At  present  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  was  CcMnmander-in-Chief  hi 
AraerictyidiHilMr  he  had  been  sent  Che  pravknuyear^  BotLoodonn^ 
on  his  arrival  Ute  In  the  summer,  quiddy  sh«!wed  that  he  was  no 
dashing  soldier.  While  he  did  TW»titliF»g  but  garrison  a  few  forts 
the  French  showed  more  initiative,  and  with  their  redskin  allies 
kept  up  a  fierce  guerilla  warfare  all  winter.  Settlements  were 
raided  and  burnt,  English  settlers  were  scalped  or  carried  off. 
Moreover,  the  I'Veneh  in  Canada  were  now  under  the  direction  of 
an  able,  experit  nted  and  sympathetic  soldier,  later  ordained  by 
destiny  to  be  the  great  protagonist  of  the  hero  of  these  page^ 
Louis  Joseph  de  St.  V&«n>  Blarquis  de  Montcalm. 

In  the  summer  of  1757  Montoalm  maidied  his  tnops  tomids 
Fort  WiUiam  Henry,  which  w«s  the  oa^oet  of  the  Coikaies 
towards  Ccmada,  and  drivmg  the  British  army  under  wdbib  befiwe 
hhn,  attacked  and  captured  the  stronghold. 

This  success  naturally  put  the  French  in  high  feather  and 
correspondingly  depressed  tlie  British  in  America.  The  latter 
evcrywiiere  began  to  feel  that  a  victory  was  neoeasaiy  to  restore 
their  prestige. 

The  French  power  in  America  was  intolerable,  and  must  be 
annihilated.  "  In  America,'"  wrote  Pitt  to  his  colleague,  Newcastle, 
**  England  and  Europe  were  to  be  fought  for.**  To  attempt  this 
operation  on  a  moPS  extensive  scale  than  it  had  ever  been  attempted 

was  reserved  fiir  Chatham.  He  resolved  to  leave  no  stone  un- 
turned that  would  achieve  his  end.   Loudoun^s  incapacity  being 

manifest,  that  General  was  therefore  recalled,  and  an  entirely  new 
scheme  of  campaign  devised,  as  well  as  instruments  to  cany  it  ont. 
In  this  "ieluMiie  three  objt(  ts  N^ore  compn^hetifl^fl,  the  sepamte 
reduction  t)l  Fort  du  Quesne,  Ticonderoga  ami  Cro\'»n  Pom t,  and 
Louisbourg.    The  first  two  tasks  wei^e  entrusted  respectively  to 
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Brigadier  Forbes,  Ixiudoun's  successor,  and  to  General  Abercrombie. 
As  to  the  third  object,  the  nature  of  the  undertaking  made  the 
choice  of  leaflers  far  more  diiiicult  and  important.  IjOuislx)ur(^ 
must  hv  regained.  Upon  this  fortress,  built  1720-30,  it  was  ilu- 
Ixxist  of  the  French  that  a  inillion  and  a  quarter  sterling  had  l)een 
expended.  It  was  regarded  firom  its  position  on  the  islandof  Cape 
Breton  as  the  key  to  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawienoe  and  the  bulwark  of 
OiiMda.  Although  supposed  to  be  impregnable^  yet  It  had  been 
captured  by  a  New  England  force  in  1745,  owing  to  tiie  feebleneiB 
of  the  garrison ;  but  three  years  later  it  had  been  restored  to 
France,  a  proceeding  much  against  the  grain  of  popular  opinion.^ 

The  military  force  of  11,000  destined  for  Louisbourg  was  less 
than  A hercrombie's,  but  it  was  to  be  a  naval  jis  well  as  a  military 
expedition.  It  must  not  prove  another  Rochefort.  Moreover,  if 
Louisbourg  were  taken  with  dispatch,  the  combined  naval  and 
militai'y  force  was  deisigued  to  move  at  once  on  Quebec 

To  Admiral  Edward  Boscawen  the  minister  entrusted  the  naval 
part  of  the  btuineaB  with  nme  oonfidenoe ;  but  he  was  resolved  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  titled  incapaUes  pressed  upon  him  hj 
the  War  Office  authorities*  In  Colonel  Jeffrey  Amherst,  late  com- 
missary to  the  Hessian  contingent  in  British  pay,  he  believed  he 
bad  an  officer  who  would  do  his  work.  Under  Amherst,  forthwith 
created  a  Major-Gencral,  three  brigadiers  were  appointe<l,  "Whit- 
more  (Governor  of  Nova  Scotia),  Lawrence  (comninndrr  of  the  New 
York  coiitiiiij;*  nt),  and  James  Wolfe  (at  present  a  llrevet-Colonei). 

From  Exeter  the  new  Brigadier  wrote. 

To  mS  BfOTHBR. 

Exeter,  7  Jan.,  1767. 
Dear  Madam, — Part  in  chaise  and  part  on  horseback  I  got 
my^t'lf  convf'ved  to  this  place  yesterday  by  2  oVlock  ;  and  this 
morning  received  a  letfer  from  London,  that  huiries  me  back  to 
town.  I  set  out  to-inonuw  at  6  <»'<  lo<  k  and  shall  hardly  stop 
till  I  arrive  at  the  great  capital.  Necessity  obliged  me  to  ride 
the  same  post  horses  for  three  and  thirty  miles,  till  we  were  all 
heartily  tired  ;  and  till  my  skin  was  thoroughly  laid  ban— 
however  with  iUie  help  of  cooling  diachylum,  I  shall  proceed  with 
all  dispatdiy  and  give  you  tiie  earliest  notice  of  my  jounicjB  end. 
The  taking  of  Breslaa  completes  tlie  ruin  of  the  Austrian  anns»* 
*  Louisbotuv,  we  have  been  reminded,  ms  to  fVeneh  Gunda  wkat  Fort 

Arthur  was  lately  to  Hnisin  in  Krx'^trrii  A^m. 

'  Brealau  had  surreudexeU  to  Frederick  on  December  19,  following  upon 
Uie  battle  of  LmtlMB. 
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aiul  Ivefore  the  month  of  June,  I  conclude  that  the  French  will 
be  driven  over  the  Rhine. 

My  duty  to  my  fitthor.  I  hope  I  did  not  distaib  your  pretty 
neighboon— yoa  will  be  so  good  to  make  my  exoiMes  tar  any 
little  annoyaiioe  of  that  aort  vaimUMef  thoa^  I  gave  afaiet 
Olden  not  to  intemipt  their  deep. 

Your  alfeet  son, 

J.  Wom 

To  Mrs.  VVolvb^ 
BatL 

This  reference  to  Mrs.  Wolfe's  pretty  neighbour  is  interestiiig 
in  that  one  of  them  was  none  other  than  the  boiutifiil  and  accxmi- 
plishcd  Miss  Katherine  Lowtlier,  sister  of  Sir  James  I^wther, 
afterwards  fii-st  Iviil  of  Loiisdale,  a  lady  whose  name  will  ever 
be  linked  with  Wolfes  own. 

Wolfc''s  journey  from  Exeter  to  London  was  an  almost  record- 
breaking  pafonnaaoe.  Hie  teaMQ  of  liis  haste  and  an  aooonnt  of 
his  joamey  he  gimes  in  his  next  letter. 

To  an  Fatbbb, 

London,  Bth  January,  1768. 
Dear  Sir, — You  won't  expect  to  hear  from  me  so  soon, 
though  you  will  not  be  much  suq)rise<l  at  the  celerity  of  my 
movements.    Yesterday  at  five  o'clock,  1  left  Exeter,  and  was  in 
town  this  day  by  one, — the  distance  170  mUes.   I  have  seen 
nobody  about  businesa  except  Garletoo,  ivho  informs  me  that 
things  are  going  on*  I  met  Amherst*s  regiment  upon  the  marefa 
tovaids  Portsmouth;  the  first  division  at  Ba^ot.    It  was 
pretty  dark  last  night»  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  lights  all  over 
Salisbury  Plain.    About  nn'dway  our  candle  went  out,  and  we 
seemed  at  a  stand,  when  the  provident  Frnnrois  provided  a 
tindcr-box,  struck  a  light,  and  we  proceeded  happily  to  our 
jouniev's  end.    He  offers  his  services  to  go  along  with  me, 
which  I  mu  glad  to  accept  o^  and  so  my  equippage  stands 
complete.   I  was  humed  from  Exeter  by  a  letter,  intimating 
the  sodden  departure  of  our  forces  for  North  America.  Ib- 
monow  will  fix  my  affidi8»  and  in  a  few  days  my  baggage  will 
begin  to  move.   Prince  Ferdinand  retires  before  tiie  Fbencfa,  who 
have  passed  the  AUer  in  force. 

His  friend  Rick>on  had  been  tor  some  time  performing  the 
duties  of  Deputy  Quartenuastei'-Geueral  in  Scotland  and  was  very 
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anxious  to  procure  the  regular  appointmenL  Hie  aeoond  pflnigni|)li 
of  Woife^s  letter  to  bim  is  in  his  most  fecUesB  vdn. 

7b  BCaiob  RicxsQif. 

Dbak  Ricksqh^ — 

My  services  in  tin's  matter,  and  niy  cre<lit  with  the  reigning 
powen>,  arc  not  worth  your  acceptance  ;  but  such  as  they  allow 
it  to  be,  you  arc  as  welcome  to  as  ;in\  livinnr  man.  I  am  a.s,sure 
you  that  Davy  [Watsonj  k  double,  and  would  shove  you  aside  to 
make  "way  liar  « tenth  coadii :  it  beoomes  my  Lend  6.  Beandeik 
to  confinn  you  in  yoor  office  by  asking  and  proeoring  a  oom- 
misnon.  If  he  is  satisfied  with  your  management^  it  is  his  duty 
to  do  it;  Ihese  mealy  chiefs  give'up  their  just  rights,  and  wiUi 
them  their  neoesBBiy  authority.  The  Commander  in  Scotland 
is  the  fittest  person  to  recommend,  and  the  best  judge  of  the 
merits  of  thot>e  that  serve  uTider  him. 

Th{)ugh  to  all  appear, luci  I  am  in  the  vciy  centre  of  business, 
yet  iiob<xiy  (from  the  indokut  inattention  of  my  tcmpei)  knows 
less  of  what  is  going  on  where  I  myself  am  not  concerned.  The 
prooeedings  in  Parliament,  intrigues  of  the  parties,  and  the 
management  of  public  affiurs,  are  as  much  unknown  to  me  as  the 
bufltneai  of  a  divan  or  sendUo.  I  live  amongst  men  withont 
desiring  to  beaeqnainted  wtub  their  concerns ;  Ihings  have  their 
ordinary  course,  and  I  pass  on  with  the  current  miheeding. 
Being  of  the  profession  of  arms,  I  would  seek  all  occasions  to 
serve,  and  therefore  have  thrown  myself  in  the  way  of  the 
American  war  ;  though  I  know  that  the  very  passage  threatens 
my  life,  and  that  my  constitution  must  be  utterly  ruined  and 
undone,  and  this  from  no  motive  either  of  avari(*e  or  ambition. 

I  am,  dear  Rickson,  etc,  etc., 

J.  Wourau 

To  tns  MoiSKB. 

Blackheatli,  17th  January,  1758. 
Dear  Madam, — I  seldom  have  business  enough  to  excuse  my 
not  writing  t(j  you,  and  now  have  as  little  as  most  men.  The 
public  affairs  are  pretty  nnich  fixed,  and  my  private  mattei-s  are 
so  far  advanced  that  I  rcckon  to  be  ready  at  It^t  as  soon  as  the 
squadron,  wliich  will  hardly  be  in  a  conditioa  to  be  put  to  sea 
t01  the  latter  end  of  next  week,  or  the  Nynnfng  of  Ihe  fbOow- 
ing  one.  Hie  Genoal^  letter  of  cndit  Ina  enabled  me  to  pro- 
ceed vlgqwHMiy,  and  the  move  so  as  my  oonespondent  in  Ireland 
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affects  some  delay,  Avhicli,  without  the  timely  inteiixjsition  of 
Mr.  Fisher  TTifi^^ht  prejudice  or  check  my  proceedings.^  The  two 
geiitU  inrti  witii  whom  I  transact  business  in  that  Kin£j;dom,  do 
uot,  1  think,  use  mc  quite  kindly,  as  one  who  has  not  neglect^ 
ihdr  interests  might  well  expect ;  but  the  monben  of  a  oorrapt 
office  are  seldom  free  from  fJie  mfeetkn,  and  we  are  to  look  far 
sndi  fruit  as  the  soil  and  eultivatioii  natanlly  prodnoe, 

I  don't  deserve  so  modb  oonsidetatioii  or  ooncem  as  my 
fitther  and  yoa  are  so  good  as  to  ei^ress  for  me.  He  wishes 
rank  for  me  ;  and  you,  my  preservation.  All  I  wish  for  myself 
is,  that  T  may  at  all  times  be  ready  and  firm  to  meet  that  fate 
we  cannot  slum,  and  to  die  gracefully  and  properly  when  the 
hour  comes,  nuw  or  hereafter.  A  small  portion  of  the  good 
things  of  thi^  world  will  fully  satisfy  my  utmost  desire.  I  would 
not  be  tempted  to  set  an  unjust  value  upon  lile ;  nor  would  I 
wish  to  be  thrown  in  the  waj  of  lihose  trials  which  nature 
has  not  ptovided  for.  I  mean  Hial  it  would  give  me  soma 
concem  to  rise  into  a  station  that  I  knew  mjsdf  unequal  ta 
Upon  recollcc  tion,  it  oosts  me  dear  to  serve.  £^00  the  last 
affair ;  £500  or  =£*600  now ;  and  an  employment  that  I  am 
about  to  rcsirrn,  so  that  if  wo  should  miscarry,  my  condition 
will  lie  despcr  ite,  and  my  finances  exhaustwl.  The  ladies,  too, 
will  despise  a  bealLU  lover,  so  that  every  way  I  mu^t  be  un- 
done. And  yet  I  am  run  readily,  heailily,  and  cheerfully  into 
the  road  of  ruin.  If  my  thoughts  could  be  greatly  diverted 
from  their  present  object>  the  youngest  of  your  neig^boani 
mig^t  rival  my  Lady  Bath*  My  duty  to  the  GenmL  I 
wish  you  both  all  happiness. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Worn. 

It  is  evident  that  his  tiionghts  are  even  now  bq^inning  to  torn 
towards  Miss  Lowther*  but  Cupid  with  him  always  gives  way  to 
the  behests  of  Man. 

7b  Majos  Walter  Wolfe. 

BUekhesa^  tUt  /mmaofg,  1788. 

Dsam  8iB»'— Ibough  I  have  no  reason  to  love  the  seas^  or  to 
widi  to  be  employed  upon  ci^editions  of  any  kindt  stnoe  I  do 
not  enjoy  one  hooi^  health  from  the  moment  I  go  on  board  till 
my  return,  and  am  not  only  disabled  from  all  kinds  of  busi- 
nesi^  but  sofo  pain  that  cannot  be  expressed ;  yet  I  readily 
*  His  pay  «s  Qosttennsslsr-QaBenL 
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engage  in  anjiihing  that  is  going  on,  for  the  sake  of  employ- 
ment, flattering  myself  that  in  time  I  shall  be  able  to  over- 
come  it,  though  hitherto  I  have  found  no  idki.  Another 
motive,  too,  pushes  tne  on,  whicb  is,  the  desire  of  sedng  scmie 
fikvonzable  change  in  our  affiurs,  and  the  ambition  of  oontri- 
bating  something  towards  il  Tbis  hx  oatweigbs  all  oondder- 
ations  of  advantage  to  myself,  and  gives  me  patience  to  bear  my 
sufferings  at  sea.  The  King  has  honoured  me  with  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  in  America,  which  I  cannot  but  consider  as  a  peculiar 
mark  of  his  Majcsty''s  favour  and  confidence,  and  I  intend  to  do 
my  best  to  deserve  it.  Tlie  squadron  is  almost  ready  to  sail  ; 
by  the  end  of  this  tiKmlh  I  i^koii  we  shall  get  to  aea.  The 
reinforcements  from  i^higland  and  Ireland  consist  of  about 
five-or-six-and-twenty  hundred  men,  two  very  good  battalions 
we  ha^ve,  and  the  r^  is  ia  eanaUle  horn  the  seoond  battaHons 
upon  Ibis  establishment.  Tbe  regular  forces  in  America 
amount  already  to  upwards  of  S0,000  men,  an  army  far  over- 
matching the  force  of  New  Vmaoef  and  which  undoubtedly 
du>uld  conquer  Canada  in  two  campaigns^  if  it  was  possible  to 
subsist  so  great  a  corps  together. 

•  •••••• 

You  know  in  what  a  haiulsdme  manner  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford had  offered  me  the  empiovment  of  Quartermaster-General 
of  Ireland,  i  he  handsomest  thing  I  can  do  in  retain  is  to  resign 
it,  not  beiiig  able  to  give  that  attention  to  it  wlwA.  the  Ihie 
had  reason  to  expect,  and  bad  a  right  to  expect  from  me. 
Accordingly  I  diall  resign  that  appointment  into  the  hands 
from  whence  I  had  it,  and  trust  to  Fortune  for  future  provision. 
She  is  no  great  friend  to  the  &mily,  but  has  distinguished  me  at 
times  by  her  smiles  and  favours ;  so  encouraged,  I  put  myself 
entirely  in  her  power.  I  am  totally  ignorant  of  the  state  of  our 
private  concerns  here,  and  have  taken  no  precautions  in  case  any 
accident  should  hapjien  in  my  absence.  I  trust  you  will  give  the 
best  advice  to  my  mother,  and  such  a-ssisLauce,  if  it  should  be 
wanted,  as  the  distance  between  you  will  permit.  I  mention  this 
aa  the  General  seems  to  decline  apace,  and  narrowly  escaped 
bemg  carried  o£P  in  the  spring ;  and  Uiat  proceeding  from  a 
erase  wbidi  still  subdsts  and  will  in  time  woric  its  natural 
effects, — I  mean  his  excessive  indolence  and  inactivity.  On  my 
mothtf^s  side  there  is  no  friendship  or  connection^  nor  do  I 
know  anybody  to  wbom  she  can  apply  but  yoiureelf.  She, 
poor  woman,  is  in  a  poor  state  of  healtht  and  needs  the  care  of 
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some  friendly  hand  to  prop  up  the  tottering  fabiic.  She  has 
long  and  painful  fit*  of  illness,  whidi,  by  sufioestdoo  and 
inhoitanoe,  are  likely  to  devolve  on  me^  since  I  ftd  the  early 
symptoms  of  them.   I  wish  you  health  and  peace, 

I  am»  dear  Sir,  etc,  etc., 

J.  Wom 

Five  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter  Wolfe  resigned  his  Irish 
appointment.  He  could  nut,  be  said,  iu  hii>  letter  to  Bedford,  give 
snffident  attentitMi  to  the  duties  nov  that  the  £ng  had  tieen 
pleased  to  allow  him  to  serve  in  America.^ 

To  THS  DuxB  OF  BfiDVoan. 

London,  January  2G/A,  1758. 

My  I^ki), — The  manner  in  which  your  Grace  honoured  me 
with  the  euiploynient  of  Quarternuvster-Genoral  of  Ireland,  would 
have  engaged  me  to  make  the  best  of  my  power,  iu  that  my  duty 
and  inclinations  went  heartily  together,  and  should  have  been 
happy  in  eveiy  opportunity  of  paying  the  readiest  obedience  to 
jour  Giaoels  commands ;  but,  as  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  allow  me  to  serve  him  in  America,  I  dink  it  right  to  resign 
my  eniployment  in  Ireland  into  your  Grace'^s  hands,  finom  whom 
I  received  it ;  and  to  whom  I  shall  upon  that,  and  upon  many 
other  accounts,  always  look  upon  myself  to  be  highly  indebted 
and  obliged.  It  is  a  mortification  to  have  Ikx-u  .so  hmg  in  that 
office,  and  so  useless,  and  the  tuoro  esj>ecially  a.s  untler  your 
Gracc\s  government  such  rcfoiuiutions  are  more  likely  to  be 
bruuglit  alxjut,  which  aie  most  necessary.  Every  occasion  of 
paying  my  respects  to  your  Grace  and  at  adcnowledging  with 
gratitude  the  fiivour  and  honour  yon  have  done  me,  will  be  most 
readily  embraced  by  me. 

I  b^  to  be  permitted  to  ofo  your  Grace  my  sincerest  wishes 
for  your  health,  and  to  asraze  your  Grace  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  be^  etc.,  etc. 

Jambs  Woutb.' 

Althou^  cue  of  Mrs.  Wolfe*s  nephews,  a  son  of  Tmdal 
lliompsant  had  not  reflected  much  credit  upon  the  6mily,  his  annt 
was  nevertibeless  anzknis  to  have  him  cntv  the  army  throo^  her 
bnsband^s  or  her  son^s  Infliimcft.  But  Wdfe  could  never  overlook 

>  WoWa  commiarim  m  Brigadier-Genenl  is  dated  "St  James's,  23rd 

Jan  11  1  ry.  1768,"  and  is  coimtereijfned  "W.  ntt" 
^  Jiet^/iird  C»m»pondence,  voL  ii.  fk  310. 
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weakness  or  mcaiin^  of  character  even  in  his  relations.  In  a  letter 
to  his  mother  he  uses  some  pretty  pkun  speaking,  for  whicJi  he  -waa 
certain  of  sharp  idbuke^ 

To  HIS  AloiHEB* 

January  25th,  1768. 

Dear  Madam, — You  caunuL  doubt  my  readiness  to  obhge 
yoa  in  aajrthitig  ^lat  is  of  immediate  eonoem  to  yourself;  but 
you  must  not  put  me  upon  actions  that  I  should  Uush  to  engage  In, 
and  that  my  unde  should  blush  to  ask.  I  never  can  recommend 
any  but  a  gentleman  to  serve  with  gcntlemoi.  There  is  little 
prospect  of  a  low  dog'Ss  doing  any  shining  act  YtH^n  such  a 
thing  docs  happen  a  regard  is  due  to  merit;  so  unexpect«l 
courage  alone  is  no  sort  of  rccomnieii{iation  to  put  a  private 
soldier  upon  the  footiri*^^  of  an  officer.  I  don't  apprehend  tliat  Mr. 
Thoii)[)son  addressee  hii  ii>olf  to  nie,  or  tliat  he  has  any  just  rij^ht  to 
expect  that  i  sliuuUl  intt.ie.st  myself  in  behalf  of  an  idle  vagabond; 
for  such  he  must  be,  by  the  expression  of  his  letter.  I  will  write 
a  dvil  letter  to  my  uncle,  whidi  may  serve  as  an  apology  for  the 
General  and  myself. 

I  shall  pay  every  shilling  that  I  owe  upon  the  whole  earth, 
and  shall  leave  all  the  receipts  with  Miss  Brett,  directed  for  you; 
so  that  the  only  running  open  account  k  Mr.  Fisher's,  and  that, 
I  believe,  if  my  Irish  remittances  conio  in  time,  will  not  f^o  very 
deep.  Of  late,  no  thought  of  matrimony  :  I  have  no  objection 
to  it,  but  differ  nmch  from  the  ^neral  opinion  alxjut  it.  The 
greatest  consideiation  with  me  is  the  woman,  her  education  autl 
temper.  Rank  and  fortune  never  come  into  any  competitino 
with  the  person.  Any  bargain  on  that  aflair  is  base  and  mean. 
I  could  not  with  any  satisfiuiion  considv  my  children  as  the 
produce  of  sudi  an  unnatural  union.  I  shall  set  out  for  Ports- 
mcmth  in  four  or  five  days.  The  King  has  refused  Carleton  leave 
to  go»  to  my  veiy  great  grief  and  disappointment,  and  with 
circumstances  extremely  unpleasant  to  him.  T^rd  Fitzmaurice 
asked  to  serve  the  campaign  in  North  ^Xiiu  rica.  His  Majesty 
did  not  absolutely  refuse  it,  but  spoke  handsomely,  and  put  it 
upon  the  footing  of  service  nearer  home. 

I  am,  deal*  Madam,  etc., 

J.  Wolfs. 

Wolfe  had  been  very  keen  on  having  his  frie?id  Cnrleton 
accompany  him.  The  other  friend  ho  mentions.  Lord  I'iUmaurice, 
then  a  lieutenant  of  twenty-one,  became,  three  years  kter,  1:^1  of 

A  A 
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Shelbunie,  and  was  aftcrwardfi  Frime  Minbter  and  the  Erst 
Marquess  of  I^nsdowiic. 

A  few  days  further  clap>ed  and  the  new  Brigadier  had  got  his 
outfit  together  in  London  and  set  out  for  Portsmouth.  There  he 
fiMind  a  letter  awaiting  him  from  bis  motiier,  upbraiding  him  in 
roeaauied  tenns  fat  bis  haiah  ezpRflmoiu  oonoecning  young 
Tliompson. 

HIS  MoTHBE. 

Portsmouth,  Ist  Fefmmrt/,  17S8. 
Dear  Madam, — I  take  nothing  ill  from  you,  nor  from  any- 
body, that  is  not  meant  a^  ill.  What  I  said  upon  my  uncle 
Tin's  letter  ajiinis  from  the  fraukness  of  my  temper.  When  I 
have  good  reasons  I  donH  conceal  them.  It  is  a  public  loss 
CSarieton^B  not  going.  Prejudices  against  particular  people  often 
burt  the  common  cause.  Misrepresentations,  ftlrities,  injustice^ 
are  too  frequent  to  create  any  d^ree  of  surprise.  ]Mnces,ofa]l 
people,  see  the  least  into  the  true  cbarsdxn  of  men.  I  came 
here  this  morning,  two  or  three  days  sooner  than  was  neccssaiy ; 
but  fi  man  in  London,  upon  \hc  point  of  his  departure,  leads  a 
weary  life,  so  I  was  glad  to  get  out  of  town.  'Hio  trnnspnrts, 
with  Amherst's  regiment  and  those  for  Ireland,  are  supposed  to 
have  got  out  of  the  channel,  and  'tis  well,  for  the  wind,  as  it 
blows  here,  would  otherwise  force  them  back  <igain. 

Our  hero  could  hardly  leave  England  without  anxiety  for  his 
pai'ciitii.  His  father  was  now  approaching  his  seventy-fourth  year 
and  rapidly  failing,  and  his  mother's  heidth  was  nmch  affected. 
With  Uiese  ieuiiugs  of  solicitude  aguin  he  writes  to  his  earliest  and 
still  his  warmest  friend,  George  Warde,  now  major  of  a  troop  of 
cavabry  stationed  at  Winton.^ 

To  Majoa  Gbobox  WasmL 

London,  1  fhb^,  1768. 

My  DKATi  Major,— As  the  time  of  my  sojourning  in  North 
America  is  uncei-tain,  accidents  may  happen  in  the  fanu'ly  that 
may  throw  my  little  afiairs  into  disorder,  unless  some  kind  friend 
will  take  the  trouble  to  inspect  into  them.  Carleton  is  .su  gtx)d 
as  to  say  he  will  give  what  help  is  in  his  power.  May  I  ask  the 
same  favour  of  you,  my  oldest  friend,  in  whose  worth  and  integ* 

'  It  in  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  correj>poaUeace  betweeu  General 
Warde  and  WoUe  was  never  preMwed,  save  in  a  ftw  oaieSj  as  it  sMisi  hava 
been  voluminoiiB. 
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rity  I  put  entire  confidence  I  believe  there  should  have  been 
some  powers  drawn  oat  and  some  formality  in  this  business  all 
which  I  am«  stnuiger  to,  but  I  am  no  stianger  to  the  good  will 
and  honour  of  the  two  persons  to  whom  I  leoommend  my  oon* 
cems.  I  wish  you  much  health  and  proaperity  and  am,  my  dear 
Major» 

Your  fisiithful  and  a^ctionate  servant. 

Jam:  Wolfe. 

At  this  time  Lurd  George  Sackville  waii  Mastei'-General  of  the 
Ordnance.  The  friendly  relations  of  Wolfe  with  his  did  Colonel  in 
the  Twentieth  continued,  gathering  even  strength  with  years. 
Wolfe  was  not  to  live  to  hear  of  how  1^  inexplicable  conduct  on 
the  field  of  Minden  he  inflicted  upon  his  reputation  a  terrible  dis- 
grace, which  in  his  friend^s  eyes  would  have  been  unpardonable,  but 
which  he  himself  lived  to  retrieve. 

Wolfe  and  Lord  Georn-o  corresponded  freely,  and  having  time 
on  his  hands  at  Portsmouth  the  Brigadier  indited  a  long  letter,  in 
which  hreathes  absf)lutti  coiitideuce  in  the  success  of  the  project 
upon  which  he  is  about  to  embark.  From  the  first  passage  in  the 
letter  it  would  seem  that  Sackville  had  hinted  that  Wolfe  had  a 
chance  of  so  distinguishing  himself  as  to  earn  the  chief  oonmiand  in 
an  expedition  against  the  capital  of  New  France. 

Portemouth,  7tk  Iktruorff,  1768. 
My  Loed, — If  I  had  any  constitution  to  spare,  I  should 
certainly  desire  to  8uccee<l  Monsieur  de  Van(h*enil  in  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Canada ;  but  I  can't  trust  to  it.  Your  lordship  nmst 
let  me  put  you  in  mind  that  one  campaign  in  North  America  is 
as  much  as  I  can  aiTord,  though  I  hope  to  have  mettle  enough 
left  for  the  siege  of  St.  Philip's,  or  for  a  stroke  in  the  bottom  of 
the  Bay  of  Biscay  1  ^  Any  long  ahsenoe  at  this  time  would  reduce 
me  and  my  afftuzs  to  the  lowest  ebb.  I  canU  help  wishing  that 
Louisbouii;  should  be  totally  demolished,  and  all  the  inhaldtants 
of  those  islands  sent  to  Europe.  It  is  said  that  the  French  were 
thirty  yean  in  putting  that  forti-es.s  into  any  tolei-able  condition 
of  defence ;  wc  shall  reduce  them  by  other  attacks  to  make  peHce 
with  us,  and  to  rcstore  the  Island  of  Minorca.  I  should  think  it 
possible  to  shelter  tlie  island  at  the  entrance  of  the  liarbour  in 
such  a  manner  with  mines,  as  to  make  it  Miry  tliilicult  to  raise 
any  batteries  there  for  the  time  to  come.    If  indeed  we  think 

^  A  referouco  to  Minorca  aud  itochefurt 

A  AS 
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Louisbourg  worth  Minorca,  and  resolve  to  keep  it, — tliat  h  anotlier 

It  is  of  ooDsequeDe^  my  Lrad*  not  to  oonfine  the  Adnuxals 
and  Gknerab  too  nmdh  as  to  tiie  number  of  men  to  knd  with; 
five  or  six  thousand  men  are  sufficient  for  tlie  pi'epaiatioDB ;  it  is 
of  vast  importance  to  get  on  shore  before  the  fogs  come  on,  and 

still  more  not  to  lose  time.  Ainhc'i"st  should  inform  himself  of 
the  rates  establishrrl  for  a\ orks  done  at  a  s-f'io;e.  He  wiU  tell  your 
I/ordship  his  opinion  of  Caili  toiK  l)y  Nv  lm  li  you  will  probably  be 
l)otter  convinced  of  our  loss.  1  shall  begin  to  write  to  your 
Lordship  the  day  we  sail,  and  continue  writing  until  the  end  of 
the  campaign.  Whatever  occurs  worth  your  notice  shall  be 
transmitted  to  you ;  and  when  yon  have  a  leisure  half-hour  m  the 
oonntzy,  I  shall  beg  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  Latdflhip. 
If  you  seriously  intend  to  attadc  the  French  in  Europe,  remem- 
ber that  boats  should  be  procured  to  land  at  least  4000  men  at 
a  time,  and  sloops  and  cutters  that  may  carry  as  many  more 
close  in  shore,  or  upon  ocatsion  run  aground  to  land  them. 
Some  small  flat  or  n)un(i- bottomed  vessels,  carrvini^  four  to  six 
heavy  cannon,  and  boats  fittetl  up  with  swivel  guns  or  light 
iield-pieces,  will  be  found  moat  useful  in  landing  and  bringing 
off  the  troops^  and  hi  all  attacks  upon  small  forts  situated  near 
the  water.  It  is  believed  that  the  transports  ftv  Anstmtfaer^s 
regiment  have  got  romid  to  CorL 

There  has  been  a  most  unaooountable  delay  in  regard  to  the 
East  India  ships ;  they  are  like  to  be  six  months  longer  in  India, 
or  more,  from  those  delays.  Our  squadron  is  all  at  Spithead, 
except  the  "Lancaster,""  and  thnt  ship  is  ready  to  go  out  of 
the  harbour.  The  naval  preparat  iotis  at  this  port  are  pretty 
cxjM'dit  ious  ;  but  tho^u  l;h  at  ships  bike  more  time  to  fit  out  than 
is  coainiouly  believed.  I'iie  East  India  people  here  assure  me 
that  the  lom  Chandemagore  is  a  mortal  Uow  to  the  French 
oommeroe^  and  that  they  will  haxdly  be  able  to  subsist  at  Fondi- 
cheny,  because  their  provisions  oome  chiefly  from  the  Ganges. 
I  hope  Mbns.  Lally  will  not  get  in  time  to  repair  the  danu^es 
done  by  our  fleet  before  our  own  remforosmcnts  airive.  Here  is 
an  ofRcer  of  Araherst^s  with  some  seigeanis  end  remiit^  to  the 
number  of  forty-throe  persons  ;  three  more  offirors  arc  expected 
to-night.  I  shall  apply  to  Mr.  !^«>*i<'aw(L'!i  for  tlieir  j)a^**aj^o.  I  am 
told  tliat  notone  soldier  of  Amlu  i  -Ts  n  giinent  desert*  ^1  upon  this 
occasion;  tliey  want  100  men  to  complete.  Mr.  Ho-^iavu-n  gave 
directions  to  embai'k  them  in  the  most  comuiodiouii  luaunei-. 
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Tlie  iOMilition  of  tin-  troops  that  compost*  this  gaii  isoTi  (or 
rather  vagaljoiids  that  stroll  about  in  (iirty  red  clothes  from  one 
gin-shop  to  another)  exceeds  all  belief.  There  is  not  the  least 
shaddow  of  discipline,  care,  or  attentioD.  Diaoiderly  soldien  of 
difeent  legunents  ave  coQeetod  here;  MNne  from  the  ships, 
ofthen  from  the  hofpital,  some  weltiiig  to  emfaaik— dirty, 
drmiken»  inBoleiit  rascals,  improved  by  the  hellish  natme  of  tibe 
plao^  where  eveiy  kind  of  corruption,  immorality,  and  looseness 
is  carried  to  excess ;  it  is  a  sink  of  the  lowest  and  most  abomin- 
ab1f'  of  vices.  Your  Lordship  could  not  do  better  than  to  frvt 
the  company  of  Artillery  moved  out  of  this  infernal  den,  where 
troops  ought  never  to  be  quiirtercd. 

Give  me  leave  to  observe  two  or  three  things  to  your  Lord- 
ship in  reLation  to  our  last  new  exetdae.  The  «3e-<tep  has 
heoi  introduoed  by  mistake,  I  Imagine,  instead  of  the  oblique 
steps  one  M  ahsaid  as  the  other  is  usefbL  Wheeling. hy 
divisions  to  the  right  or  left  may  be  called  a  principle  of  motion  ; 
this  ezoeUeot  evolution  is  abolished,  and  Uie  ridiculouB  wheel 
upon  the  centre  introduced  in  its  place.  The  ranks  are  opened 
to  a  very  inconvenient  distance  for  no  reason  that  I  can  conceive, 
unless  to  double  the  ranks  bv  the  side-step  with  more  case. 
Here  on«  iljNurdity  has  produccxl  another.  Prnctisinc^  the 
platoon  firing  with  the  ranks  open,  as  front  ranks,  as  c-entre 
ranks,  etc.,  is  all  nonsense ;  every  soldier  should  be  trained  to 
five  in  eadi  rank,  and  obliquely.  A  company  or  battalion  ahonld 
as  leadilj  fixe  to  the  lear  as  to  the  front,  and  this  they  acquiie 
in  leaming  the  platoon  ezercise^-^that  is,  they  should  be  so 
taught.  When  soldiers  are  the  masten  of  the  use  of  their  fire- 
arms and  of  their  bayonets,  the  next  great  object  is  their 
marchinf^  in  battalion,  ns  your  Lordsln'p  knows  full  well.  Vor 
this,  no  good  iii^l  i u<  ( ions  have  ever  bee?i  given  in  iriy  time,  nor 
any  principles  laid  down  by  which  we  might  be  guided.  Ib  ncc 
the  variety  of  steps  in  our  infantry,  and  the  feebleness  und 
disorderly  floating  of  our  lines.  General  Drury,  I  think,  has  the 
merit  of  the  late  inventions;  ^  mducky,  however,  that  omr 
great  master  in  the  art  of  irar,  Frederick  of  Prossia,  was  not 
preferred  upon  this  occasion.  He  has  made  the  ezereise  simple 
and  oseftd ;  we  cannot  choose  so  good  a  model. 

I  am  credibly  in£»nned  that  at  a  council  of  war  held  at 
Calcutta,  after  the  recovery  of  that  settlement.  Captain  Speke  was 
single  for  the  attack  of  Ch;iTidernagore,  declaring  that  nothing 
was  done,  nor  could  there  be  any  security  till  that  settlanent 
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was  destroyed ;  aiid  by  persevering  in  his  opinion,  the  rest  were 
brought  at  length  to  agree  to  the  enterprise.  This  I  believe  is 
« fact  that  may  be  dqiended  upon. 

Your  Loncblup  baa  taken  Beckwilh,  Bfaanvdl^  and  tlw  SOtb 
nginient — your  (^battalion — under  your  immediate  ptotedaan, 
and  they  cannot  be  better;  but  I  have  another  friend  to 
recommoid  to  you  ai  a  v&ry  d^erving  and  a  very  active  officer, 
—Captain  Rickson, — who  is  doing  duty  as  Deputy  Quarter- 
iiia.ster-Gene!"a1  of  Scotland.  He  wi-hrs  to  be  confirmed  in 
office  by  coDiiui-sion,  as  usual,  and  as  it  ouirht  to  have  been  long 
ago,  if  (as  1  bulieve)  some  bye- views  and  artifices  had  not  prtv 
veuted  it.  Iliat  employment  has  usually  the  rank  of  Laeutenant- 
Golonel  »ntum>A  to  it,  which  Rickeon  may  pretend  to  in  point  ot 
merit  with  almoet  any  man  In  the  service.  Your  Loi^LBhlp^  I 
think,  IB  penRiaded  that  I  never  did,  nor  ever  wHI,  undertake  to 
eetabUdi  any  man  in  your  good  opinion  but  ftoin  a  thoroagh 
conviction  that  he  rlcservee  your  esteem. 

We  expect  Mr.  Hoscnwen  every  hour,  and  |wople  think  that 
he  will  not  wait  for  a  fair  wind,  but  endeavour  to  beat  down  the 
Channel  if  the  weather  is  moderate,  so  fhnt  we  are  likely  to  )xi 
soon  under  way.  I  wish  your  Lordship  iiiuch  health,  and  have 
tlie  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lndship*^  most  obedient  and  most  humUe  servant, 

J.  Worn 

FS. — Tuesday  afternoon. — Onr  Admiral  is  arrived,  and  is  in 
hfiste  to  sail.  T  whh  the  voyage  was  over  and  that  we  stmck 
snuiidings  upon  the  Banks.  Take  cai"e  to  reinforce  the  fleet  if 
it  l)Q  necessary;  don't  let  ns  be  beat.  Barre,  who  knows 
Whitmore  better  than  any l)ody,  assures  me  that  he  iiits  no  health 
nor  constitution  for  such  business  as  we  are  going  upon ;  he 
never  was  a  soldier,  but  otherwise,  a  very  worthy  gentleman.  I 
pray  you  beware  how  you  employ  him  near  the  top ;  this  pre- 
vented, we  may  jog  on  tollerably.  Here  is  a  lieutenant  of  Foot 
going  with  Ih*aper  ^  to  the  East  Indies,  who  would  be  a  most 
valuable  man  to  Amherst  He  seems  to  understand  the  war  in 
America  well,  and  sjK'fiks  of  it  clearly  and  judiciously.  Alas! 
thei*e  are  but  few  sucii  men,  and  those  too  often  neglected.  He 
has  been  at  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  has  navigated  down  the 
river  St.  Lawrence.    If  I  connnanded  in  America,  I  would  give 

^  Licutennnt-Colouel  (afterwards  Sir)  William  Draper^  VLQ*,  who  captured 
Mauila  nud  delied  Juiiius." 
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him  a  company  and  €500  to  go  with  me, — a  modest,  sensible, 
manly  young  offictr.  His  name  is  Cheshire.  I  hope  your 
Tx>rdship  will  he  the  patron  and  protector  of  every  deserving 

mjin  of  our  prolLxsion. 

The  Barr^  of  the  forgoing  was  destii^  to  earn  great  dis- 
tinction as  a  political  chamctrr,  nUlioni^h  ptM-liaps  not  altogether 
in  the  manner  Wolfe,  as  a  patriotic  Englishman,  would  aj)pi-ove. 
As  C^nlonel  Ts<uic  Burrc,  M.P.,  he  rnnie  to  be  the  opponent  of  the 
King  and  l^rd  North  and  the  upliuider  of  the  American  Hevo- 
lution.  Albeit,  Barr^  never  forgot  that  ins  first  real  patron  was  not 
Shdbnm  or  Bork^  but  that  noble-lMarted  soldier,  JaoMs  Wolfe.^ 

7*0  Majoe  Gbobas  Wabdb. 

Portsmouth,  FeOrnary  Uth,  1758. 
Deab.  Majob, — ^Though  I  thank  you  for  the  assurances  con- 
tained In  jour  letter,  yet  I  needed  not  Uiat  proof  to  be  aecme 
of  yoor  kind  offioeB  to  an  absent  friend.  I  don*t  even  make  yaa 
an  apokigy  tor  the  trouble  it  may  give  you,  becanse,  from  a 
consciousness  of  a  readiness  on  my  side  to  engage  warmly  in  your 
interest,  there  is  not  a  doubt  of  yoor  inclinations  to  forward 
mine.    If  my  father  should  die  in  my  absence,  I  desire  that  you 
and  Carleton  will  let  my  mother  know  that,  jointly  with  hrr, 
you  are  empowered  to  transact  my  business,  jis  the  enclosed 
letter  of  attorney  scU  tbrlii  ;  and  if  you  will  assist  her  with  your 
good  counsel,  I  shall  think  of  it  with  satisfaction,  and  acknow- 
ledge it  with  more  gratitude  than  anything  done  to  myself, 
tbou^  of  every  mark  and  testimony  of  your  kindness  not  at  all 
insensible.   I  knew  yon  veie  in  town,  and  that  yon  had  called, 
.  bat  not  remembering  where  yon  lodged,  I  was  obliged  to  come 
away  without  seeing  yon.  We  may  live  to  meet ;  and  to  find  yoo 
well  and  happy  vnW  be  one  very  sincere  pleasure  at  my  return. 
I  '^hn]\  collect  all  the  particul.ir^  af  our  aimpaign  for  your  amuse- 
ment.   I  wish  you  all  maruier  ot  good,  and  am,  my  dear  Major, 
Your  &ithful  and  affectionate  servant. 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

On  the  same  day  he  wrote  to  Loixl  George  Sackville  the  follow- 
ing further  Interesting  letter.  Has  Garden  he  mentions  was  ei^^teen 
years  later  sent  by  Carleton,  then  Governor  of  Canada,  to  dislodge 
the  American  rebel,  Etiian  Allen,  from  Long  Point,  near  Montreal. 
He  snooeeded,  hot  at  the  cost  of  his  fife^  S^tember  94, 177IS.^ 
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To  JLqkd  George  Sackviulk. 

Bortamoofh,  Aimovy  llfft,  1768. 

My  LoBD^^-Gaidai  the  American  has  a  great  deal  of  merit, 
but  wants  bicad  to  eat  He  is  an  excellent  fellow  for  the 
woods ;  I  am  sure  of  my  intelligenQe  and  tberefore  wish  the  field 
mareschal  wou'd  give  him  leave  to  serve  the  campaign  with  us, 
as  he  himself  desired — 6  or  6  shillings  a  day  for  the  campaign 
(till  other  provision  cnn  be  made)  wou'd  satisfy  him  fully.  If 
thi«  is  tiiou«^ht  too  hiii;ti  a  price  for  his  sen  icos  T  am  ready  to 
find  him  in  food  anc!  shelter  at  my  own  txptiiNO.  Hotham 
has  a  letter  from  Murray  recommending  him  in  the  strongest 
manner  upon  former  acquaintance  in  war.  My  informatkm 
regaids  soma  later  acts  of  his  upon  which  I  Tenture  to  pieaent 
him  to  your  lordship  and  to  the  publie  as  a  good  servant  and  a 
brave  soldier,  and  beg  he  may  be  sent  to  us  or  after  us.  He 
is  bold,  circumspectt  and  more  artful  than  his  appearance 
bespealcs — has  expcnence  in  the  method  of  the  American  war 
beyond  anybo^ly  tliat  I  can  hear  off" ;  I  hope  we  shan't  lo??e  such 
a  subject  so  particularly  adapted  to  this  kind  of  work.  I  am  at 
morc  trouble  to  find  out  proper  peop]*  to  forward  the  service 
than  almost  anvbodv,  and  succeed  so  ill  v. hen  I  have  found  ""em 
that  I  am  discouragtti  ii\m\  proceeding  in  iny  discoveries.  Garden 
was  Ueut.  of  Shirley's  or  PeppereUs,  I  know  not  which,  and 
has  but  one  threadbare  uniform  to  cover  an  indefotigafale  body 
qpunred  on  to         by  a  daring  mind. 

Death,  wounds,  sickness,  and  a  necesssiy  gsnison,  will 
diminish  our  numbers.  I  give  8,000  men  for  these  differrat 
articles.  Would  it  not  be  a  wise  measure  to  send  a  reinforce- 
ment of  a  good  old  biitt-tilion  of  900  men  to  join  us  about  the 
middle  of  June VVitli  sucli  an  incrca.^e  of  strenixlh,  we  might 
imdertake  tbe  great  object,  at  Irisf  I  s(  *  no  r  r;i.son  at  this 
distance  to  hinder  it.  Of  the  8U()  nu  ti  (Ir.iwn  from  the  second 
battalion  under  major  Hardy  s  conmiund  I  can  venture  to  say 
that  we  8han*t  land  400,  but  the  misdiief  they  will  do  in  the 
fleet  by  introducing  diseases  amongri;  them  is  still  more  to  be 
apprebended.  No  nation  in  the  world  but  this  sends  soldiers  to 
war  without  discipline  or  instructions. 

I  aro»  my  Lovd,  etc.,  etc., 

j.  WoiiFB. 

BS. — -Hie  wind  labours  hard  against  us.  Adam  Livingstone 
of  the  Scottish  Fusiliers,  and  Delaime  of  KingBlcy1i»  aze  fonned 
by  nature  for  the  American  war. 
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He  also  pcmied  au  eplBtle  to  Bath — 

To 

iVirtsnumtTi,  February  11th,  1758. 
Dear  Madam, — When  any  inaUtr  of  importiiiice  to  a  country 
is  resolved  on,  the  sooner  it  is  cai-ried  into  execution  the  better. 
Ddajs  are  not  only  productive  of  bad  oonaeqiienoes,  but  are 
meiy  tiresome  and  very  inoonveDieDt*  aa  eveiy  unbappj  person, 
whoae  lot  it  ia  to  be  oonfined  for  any  ktigth  of  time  to  this 
places  can  certify.  The  want  of  company  and  of  amusement  can 
be  supplied  wiUi  book  and  exercise,  but  Uie  necessity  of  living 
in  the  midst  of  the  diabolical  citizens  of  Portsmouth  is  a  real 
and  unavoidable  ailaniity.  It  is  a  doubt  to  nic  if  there  15?  such 
another  collection  of  demons  upon  the  whole  earth.  Vice,  how- 
ever, wears  so  ugly  a  garb,  that  it  disgusts  rather  tlian  tempts. 
The  weather  begins  to  lx>  more  mcxlerate  than  it  has  Ix-eti  for 
some  days  paist,  and  I  fancy  we  shall  go  on  board  tliis  afternoon, 
to  be  ready  to  get  under  sail  with  tiie  first  favourable  turn  of 
the  wind.  I  diould  be  glad  if  we  were  at  sea,  though  I  have  no 
very  agreeable  prospect  before  me ;  however^  I  hope  to  overcome 
it,  and  if  not,  have  a  mind  strong  enoii^  to  endure  that,  and 
still  severer  trials,  if  theve  are  any  moiv  severe.  I  heartily  wish 
you  all  the  benefit  that  you  yourself  can  hope  for  from  the 
Bath.  The  General  will  bo  kind  enough  to  put  up  with  some 
inconvenience  for  your  sake.  I  beg  my  duty  to  him,  and  am, 
dear  Madam, 

,   Your  obedient  and  aticctionate  Son, 

Jam.  Wolfr. 

PS. — You  shall  hear  from  me  by  aU  the  opportunities  that 
offer. 

On  the  dnv  following  Wolfe  enilmrked.  As  usual  there  was  a 
hanging  about  the  Channel  for  a  week. 

To  HIS  Fathib. 

"  Princess  Amelia,"  St.  Helens,  18/A  Feb.,  1750. 
Dear  Sir, — Our  Captain  sends  me  word  that  a  boat  is  just 
going  ashore,  and  that  I  have  time  to  write  three  or  four  lines. 
Mr.  Boiicawen,  impatient  to  get  out  to  !>ea,  left  Spithead  the 
15th,  and  brought  his  squadron  here  to  be  ready  for  tlie  first 
favourable  cfaai^  of  whid,  which  has  blown  for  some  days 
directly  against  us,  and  witii  great  violence.  Ihe  weather  ia 
now  mild,  and  the  moon  old  enou^  to  light  ua  In  the  nigjbt, 
bttt  oar  marinets  see  no  immediate  prospect  of  aaHing.   We  are 
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extremely  well  in  this  .ship,  ha\e  great  room,  and  much  kindness 
and  civility  from  the  connnaudei-M,  and  hitherto  the  motion  has 
not  bad  soy  veiy  grait  tSSei^  i^on  me, 

I  am,  dear  Suv 

J.  Worn 

7b  Hu  FATBm. 

PlymoTith  Bountl,  22nd  February. 
T)].Aa  Sib, — Sf)nie  very  Iwd  weather,  and  the  appearance  of 
\v()rse,  forced  Mr.  liosaiwen  to  anchor  in  this  place, — a 
berth  that  tlic  mariners  are  not  very  fond  of.  The  wind  blew 
violently  yesterday  in  the  afternoon  and  good  part  of  tlie  night, 
80  as  to  try  our  anchors  and  cables  a  little ;  but  ^  now  cedm, 
and  promiaes  to  be  fiiir.  You  may  bdieve  that  I  have  pawed 
my  time  digagrccably  enough  in  this  rou^  weather;  at  best, 
the  life,  you  know,  is  not  pleasant.  We  left  the  ''Invincible* 
upon  a  sand,  and  believe  she  is  lost :  the  finest  ship  of  that  rate 
(74  guns)  in  the  Navy,  well  manned  and  well  commanded.^  By 
what  fatal  accident  this  happened  we  cannot  f^ies-s.  The  boat 
waits  fur  mv  letter,  so  I  will  only  add  my  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  my  mother's. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

Boscawen^  delay,  however,  was  nothing  to  Amhersf^s,  who  wa» 
not  lesdy  to  embark  until  the  middle  of  March,  when  he  set  out 
from  Spithead  in  Captain  Rodney^s  JkiUBn,  We  shall  see  that  he 
did  not  arrive  at  Halifax  until  Boscawen,  having  been  there  ten 
days,  was  actually  leaving  that  port 


lost. 


I  This  fine  ship  wm  wrecked  «t  St.  Helens  on  die  18Ui.  No  lives  were 


Digitized  by  Go 


XVI 

THE  CONQUEST  OF  LOUISBOURG 

On  May  9,  1758,  ik)scawen''s  fla^hip  entered  Halifax  harbour 
with  two  and  a  lialf  battalions  of  the  Fliiladelphia  eontingcni, 
whidi  he  pidced  up  at  aea.  He  found  that  Lawrence  had  three 
other  Bnglish  battalions,  hot  Whitmore  and  the  Irish  regiment 
were  not  yet  arrived.  Boscawen  instantly  wrote  to  Chatham  that 
though  he  was  disi^pointed  as  to  numbers,  he  had  eaoofjti  to 
establish  a  preliminary  footing  on  Cape  Bicton»  in  accocdanoe  with 
the  minister"'s  instnictions. 

After  a  coupk'  of  clays  asbort',  at  what  is  to-clay  the  capital  of 
the  Canadian  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  Wolfe,  in  confonnity  with 
his  promise  to  keep  his  friend  Sackville  completely  au  courant  with 
affairs  as  he  found  them,  wrote  ^— - 

To  LOSD  GbOBOB  SaCKVILLB. 

Halifiix,  May  mh,  1768. 

My  Lord, — From  Christopher  Columbus'*  time  to  our  days 
there  perhaps  has  never  been  a  more  extraoi*dinary  voyage.  The 
continual  opposition  of  contrary  winds,  calms,  or  cun*cnis,  baffled 
all  our  skill  and  wuieout  all  our  patience.  A  fleet  of  men  of  war 
well  manned,  unincumbei*ed  with  transports,  commanded  by  an 
officer  of  the  first  i-eputation,  has  been  eleven  weeks  in  its  passage. 
We  made  the  Madeira  Islands,  the  Canaries,  Bermudas,  and 
lastly  to  crown  all  the  Isle  of  Sable.  Two  or  three  of  the  diips 
are  sickly,  the  rest  are  in  very  good  condition.  The  Admiral, 
who  has  omitted  no  care  of  precaution  to  advance  the  service,  is 
labouring  to  fit  the  fleet  for  the  sea  with  all  possible  despatch. 

We  found  Amherst's  Regiment  in  the  harbour  in  fine  order 
and  healthy.  Frasers  and  Brigadier  Lawrence*'8  Battalions  were 
here,  and  both  in  good  condition.  The  Highlanders  are  very 
useful  serviceable  soldiers,  and  commanded  by  the  most  manly 
corps  of  officers  I  ever  saw.  Webb's,  Otway's,  and  part  of 
MoQckton*s  battalions  from  Philadelphia  came  in  with  us.  The 
detachments  fiom  this  garrison  are  not  joined,  so  that  these 

^  Wright  says  **  he  was  not  able  to  resame  his  pen  for  some  daya^"  indeed, 
imtil  the  19tli.  Hie  ezutenca  of  this  letter  was  then  anknown. 

808 
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battalions  arc  very  weak,  scarce  exceeding  300  men  u  regiment. 
About  500  Ran^TH  are  come,  which  to  appearance  are  little 
better  than  t  anuiHe. 

Brigadier  Whitmore  is  expected  every  day  with  the  MtiUery 
and  troops  from  New  Vork  and  BostODy  Bnigg*8  from  tlie  bay  of 
Fdndy,  and  AnsbrollMr^  from  Iidaiid. 

A  great  quantity  of  fiidneB  and  gabions  are  made  and  oilier 
pnpaiaiioiis  of  diat  aoity  and  a  kind  of  small  wooden  fort  (that 
takes  to  pieces),  to  ^cureour  communications,  instead  of  ledoubtB^ 
which  it  seems  the  ground  does  not  admit  of.  I  have  recom- 
mended a  pro-vision  of  palisades  that  the  troops  may  lie  quiet  in 
their  camps  and  to  fortify  our  dilfcreiit  nini^  i/inr s.  We  arc  to 
cx|X)ct  opposition  at  our  landnig.  It  is  sup}M>se<i  they  have 
alxjut  1,500  irregulars,  and  that  their  garrison  is  augmented 
because  seveu  hhips  (three  ut"  which  are  said  to  be  men  of  war  of 
two  decks)  have  got  into  tiie  harbour.  Hie  battaUons  are  in 
general  bealthy^  and  I  dare  my  wfli  do  fheir  duty  wdL  Hmj 
are  irritated  against  the  enemy  and  have  a  qnarreL  of  tbeir  own 
to  decide  besides  the  public  cause.  As  I  foresaw  long  ago  we 
shall  find  work  to  do*  We  are  preparing  a  body  of  Light  Foot 
to  join  to  the  Rangers,  and  I  believe  the  whole  will  be  put  undor 
the  cotiinifind  of  Captain  Scott  (Major  of  Brigade),  who  is  an 
active  otticcr  and  used  to  that  kind  of  war.  Captain  Raess  came 
in  yesterday  from  Sir  C.  IIartly\s  stjuodron  ofl'  Ixjuisbourg.  They 
have  had  the  severest  weather  iniaginable,  and  the  snow  is  still 
upon  the  ground  of  Cape  Breton,  though  here  tlic  weather  is 
fidr  and  dfj  and  warm.  We  donH  entertain  a  right  notion  of 
Lisle  Boyale  in  England;  it  is  not  poasifaile  to  encamp  there 
eariy  in  the  year  and  to  preserve  the  army.  I  wooldn^  be  under- 
stood by  til  at  to  mean  that  we  are  prevented  by  the  seaaoo  at 
this  time.  We  only  await  the  arrival  of  Brigadier  Whitmore 
and  the  equipment  of  the  squadron  to  set  sail,  and  certainly  we 
shnll  struggle  against  all  diffimltios  kthI  push  the  affair  with 
vigour.  As  I  toki  your  lord^p  we  will  put  your  cannoa  in 
proot 

FS. — Goieral  Hopson  delivers  over  the  conuuand  uf  the 
troops  this  day  to  Brigadier  Lawrenee; 

On  May  19  there  is  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Unfile  Walter, 
but  the  substance  of  it  is  identical  with  the  one  written  on  the 
following  day  to  his  frither. 
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To  HIS  Fathsb. 

Halifax,  20lh  May,  1768. 

Dkar  Sir, — General  Hopson  does  me  the  favour  to  carry 
this  letter.  Tlie  King  has  tliought  proper  to  rcx*iill  him,  on 
account,  I  sujiposo,  of  his  a<^n\  with  which,  and  the  assurance 
given  him  of  a  gixxl  reception  at  home,  he  is  well  pleased.^  Our 
fleet  and  army  iiave  gathered  together  from  many  different 
places  without  any  material  accident.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  has 
been  cniismg  off  Louisbouxg  ever  since  the  Snd  or  8id  of  April, 
or  thereabouts ;  but,  notwithstanding  Sir  GharWs  vigilance  and 
aetivitj,  the  Erench  have  contrived  to  get  in  three  or  four  men 
of  war,  and  as  many  small  ships^  Others  intended  for  the  port» 
laden  with  stores  and  provisions,  have  been  taken  by  our 
squadron.  We  shall  be  ready  to  sail  in  four  or  five  dap.  Mr. 
Hoscawcn  has  been  indefatigable  on  his  side,  and  we  have  not 
been  idle.  Our  ariny  consists  of  fourteen  regiments,  and  f>ur 
fleet  of  about  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  and  I  believe,  as  luaiiy 
Irigutes.  Our  General  is  not  yet  arrived,  but  we  shall  proceed 
without  him.  When  the  army  is  landed,  the  business  is  half 
done;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  all  done  b^ore  you  receive  this 
letter.  The  troops  are  veiy  healthy,  and  so  are  most  of  the 
ships;  four  or  five  are  otherwise,  and  so  will  the  IWoch  fleet  be 
if  they  come  upon  this  coast. 

You  will  hear  it  said  in  England  that  Mr.  Abercrombie  has 
an  army  of  7000  regulars  and  20,000  provincials.  Of  this  last 
account  yon  mny  deduct  one-half,  imd  depend  upon  it  that  the 
remaining  10,000  are  not  good  for  much.  Lord  Howe  is  in  high 
esteem  with  the  troops  iu  Albanv.  You  may  expect  to  hear  of 
some  handsome  performances  of  The  nature  of  the  war 

there  reqmres  all  his  abilities,  spirit,  and  address.  The  harbour 
of  HaUftz  is  a  most  excellent  port,  and  of  infinite  conse([Qence 
to  us,  both  fiN>m  its  situation  and  goodness.  If  you  saw  in  what 
manner  it  is  fortified,  you  would  hardly  think  tiiat  we  judge  it 
worth  our  care.  There  are  guns  indeed  in  dilforent  spots,  but 
so  expc^ed  from  bdiind,  tluit  the  batteries  would  soon  be 
abandoned.  I  wish  you  and  my  mother  a  great  deal  of  health, 
and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  attectionate  Son, 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

In  the  letter  to  Major  Walter  Wolfo  there  ooooTB^  however,  a  most 
>  HopMMk  diedtliefollowUif  jasr* 
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characteristic  passage.  After  saying  that  the  French  have  managed 
to  get  a  small  number  of  ships  into  Louisbourg,  he  atkled  :  "  If 
they  hod  thrown  in  twice  as  much  we  should  not  hesitate  to  attack 
tbeui ;  and  for  my  part,  I  have  no  donbi  of  our  success.  If  the 
French  fleet  comes  upon  this  coast,  the  campaigii  will  I  hope  be 
decisive,** 

Tune  stiU  dnggedt  and  the  indefatigftMe  leiter^imter  agBin 
puts  pen  to  pi^er. 

Halifax,  May  24th,  1768. 

My  Lord, — Tin  latter  end  of  May  and  the  fleet  not  sailed ! 
What  are  they  about  ?  \Vliv  are  thov  Tsot  landed  at  JLouisboiU'g  ? 
The  troops  have  been  all  (  nih  irked  these  tluve  or  four  days  (excej)t 
Bragg\s  and  two  iiuiulietl  men  from  T.uneiiburg,  who  we  sup- 
pose to  L)c  at  hand),  but  tlie  wai*  ships  are  not  quite  reatij,  and, 
if  €bej  wen^  the  wU,  rain,  and  fog  of  this  last  week  would 
havs  kept  vm  heie.  Hhe  Admual  means  to  sail  with  the  fint  air 
bfeuc  and  ka^  some  of  the  ships  of  war  to  follow.  He  has 
remforced  Sir  Charles  Hardy  with  the  Bojal  Williim  and  Prince 
Fiederick  and  is  impatient  to  be  gone.  The  enemj  we  are  told 
has  entrenched  the  shoar  of  the  bay  of  Gabarus  and  has  plft^iW^ 
his  artillery  upon  the  bench  tliereof.  If  we  find  him  strong  in 
that  part,  we  must  try  liini  at  a  greater  distance,  and  where 
perhaps  he  is  less  pr(  jiainl.  Otir  jm'seiif  notions  are  to  land 
'6000  men  at  iVliio  uud  uiaivh  towaids  (i.ihuus,  attack  at  the 
same  time  the  fuiiher  L'Orembeck  aiul  l^i  lialleine,  get  footing 
hi  one  or  other  of  tiiOBe  little  harbours,  land  a  considerable  body 
and  mardi  to  the  nether  LXIienibeok  which  is  not  above  a  mile 
fiqmiheetidof  the  North  East  Harbour.  A  smaU  body  of  men 
(by  way  of  diversion)  are  likewise  to  be  detadiad  to  the  bottom 
of  Gabarus  Bay,  there  land  and  entrench  themselves.  While 
these  operations  are  carrying  on  the  Admiral  thieateos  them  at 
the  harbour''s  mouth  and  the  gros  of  his  squadron  and  makes  all 
possible  show  of  attack  with  the  rest  of  that  pait  of  the  Hay 
of  Gabarus  where  the  Americans  iiuidetl.  If  neither  of  these 
succeed  we  must  fall  upon  some  other  niethmi  lur  we  must  get 
on  shoar  or  perish  altogether  iii  iiie  attempt.  It  will  be  my  part 
to  oommand  the  body  that  goes  round  to  Mir^  (S  battalions  of 
thelifl^tFootX  MoniMm  has  IX)!vembeok  with  two  battalions^ 
and  Lawrsnoe  manages  the  fest  Nothtt^  however^  is  jefc 


Digitized  by  Google 


REPORTS  TO  SACKVILLE  3G7 


fixed  upon  or  can  be  fixed  till  we  aee  the  object,  and  perhaps 
General  Amherst  may  arrive  in  the  meanwhile  time  enough  to 
improve  the  present  plan.  When  the  troops,  Sec.  are  landed  we 
shall  possess  the  Light  Hou^  Point,  cannonade  and  bombard  the 
Island  Battery  and  destroy  the  shipping;  then  we  proceed  to 
open  the  trendies,  and  I  should  imagine  the  attack  will  be 
directed  ugaixx&t  die  iiaiition  Dauphin  for  i-eaM>us  that  the 
EngineeiB  will  gi^  your  locddiip  beicafter.  Geaenl  Abeiv 
cnmibie  has  withheld  the  haut-vitaen  that  were  at  New  York 
amoDgBt  the  atofes  intetided  fiir  the  siege  of  LouialKMirg  last 
year,  and  comprehended  in  the  preparations  of  this  year  by 
which  we  shall  be  great  sufferers.  I  hope  Mr.  Abercrorobie  has 
sufficient  rea«>DS  to  give  for  depriving  us  of  so  essential  an 
article.  We  ought  to  have  had  a  dozen  of  the  largest  sort 
for  this  business.  I  am  told,  too,  that  his  Kxcellency  had  a 
great  mind  to  keep  the  tools,  in  whicli  case  tin  wa^  an  end  of 
the  siege  of  l^)uisb()urg  altogether,  and  1  believe  it  will  now  be 
found  tliat  we  have  not  one  pick  axe  too  many. 

As  here  are  no  spare  aims,  nmr  no  rifled  barrel  guns,  the 
fixdocks  of  these  regiments  iHll  be  so  injured  in  ^  ooiuse 
of  the  siege  that  I  doubt  if  they  will  be  in  any  oooditioo  of 
service  aftor  it  is  over.   Some  of  them  are  already  veiy  bad. 

Upon  enquiry  into  the  affairs  of  this  country  it  appears 
evidently  that  the  two  principal  posts  and  frontiers  indeed  of 
America  arc  Halifax  and  Oswego,  one  of  which  we  have  already 
lost,  and  the  other  wc  must  lose  in  12  hours  whenever  it  is 
attacked.  This  is  n  most  excellent  harboui',  is  situated  happily  for 
the  protectioii  ol  our  fishery  and  the  interruption  of  the  enemy's 
and  for  the  annoyance  of  their  navigation  up  tlie  river  St.  Lawrence. 

The  position  of  Oswego  manifests  its  great  utility.  You 
secure  an  interest  with  the  Indians  and  awe  them;  share  the 
furr  trade  with  the  French ;  make  war  upon  their  colony  from 
thence  with  great  ease,  cut  off  the  communication  with  the  Ohio 
by  a  squadron  of  anned  vessels  upon  the  lake,  and,  by  obliging 
them  to  defend  themselves  at  home,  prevent  the  bloody  ravages 
made  upon  the  froTitici-s  of  our  colonies.  Hitherto  there  ha.s 
been  the  Tiiost  profound  i<^{)rance  of  the  nature  of  the  war  upon 
this  continent  and  several  abuses  in  regard  to  the  troops.  Ix)!^! 
Howe  wiW  rt  in*  (ly  the  first  if  lie  outlives  this  campaign,  ajid  it 
belongs  to  your  lordship  to  do  the  rest.  The  army  is  undone 
and  ruined  by  the  constant  use  of  salt  meat  and  rum.  Ihey 
mi|^t  often  be  provided  with  fresh  meat  as  cheap  as  the  other^ 
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and  bj  fltopping  2d  or  M  a  day  for  their  provisions  tiiey  ^roold 
have  no  more  left  ihaii  was  of  use  to  them,  and  the  extravagance 

hitherto  unknown  of  furnishing  an  army  with  provisions  without 
making  them  contribute  a  part  of  their  pay  towanis  it,  would 
be  at  an  end.  The  women,  too,  can  vei-y  well  afford  by  their 
industry  to  pay  2d  a  day  for  their  provisions  ;  the  idle  ones  that 
cannot  are  better  away.  The  men's  necessaries  indeed  ai*e  at  a 
higher  price  in  America  than  in  £urope,  but  stiU  in  time  of  war 
they  can  bSM  Sd  a  day  IbrpioviiionB^and  in  time  of  peace  Sd.; 
tbe  flame  at  sea  and  at  Gibnltar,  ivfakh  woold  be  a  oaoflidemUe 
aaTing  and  a  wf  oonsidaable  one  to  tibe  paUie. 

Work  done  the  acddiers  for  his  llaje8ty*s  service  is  paid  at 
a  most  exorbitant  rate.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Knowlea  lor 
this  piece  of  economy.  Besides  their  provisions  and  their  pay, 
the  soldiers  had  a  shilling  a  day  for  working  at  the  fortifications 
of  Louisbourg  while  he  wm  governor  of  the  towui  and  which  iios 
been  ojiitinued  in  this  province  ever  since. 

Some  of  the  regiments  of  this  army  have  3  or  400  men 
eaten  up  with  i^urvy.  All  of  them  that  are  wbunded  or  hurt 
by  any  acddent  nm  great  dak  of  lUr  littes  ftom  tlie  corrupled 
state  of  the  blood,  so  yoor  loidflhip  may  rest  asanred  that  the 
enterprise  of  Looiabooig  wiU  oost  a  moltitude  of  men>  as 
oontemptoously  as  the  Marshal  ^  treated  that  anbject.  There  is 
not  an  oonoe  of  fresAi  beef  or  mutton  contracted  for  even  for  the 
sick  and  wounded,  which  besides  the  inhumanity  is  both  impolitic 
and  absurd.  Mr.  Boscawcn,  iTu^rcd,  hns  taken  the  l)est  precau- 
tions in  his  power  h\  ordering  (jOO  head  of  live  cattle  for  the 
fl«'<'t  and  army  the  moment  he  arrived.  The  curious  part  of  this 
biuburity  is  that  tlie  scoundrels  of  contractors  can  aiiord  the 
fresh  meat  in  many  places  and  circumstances  as  cheap  as  the  salt, 
Ithink  our  stodc  §Sft  tile  siege  Ml  little,  and  none  of  the  medi- 
cines  ibr  the  hospitals  are  anived.  No  hones  or  <am  fat  the 
artiUeiy,  &&. 

Too  much  money  and  too  much  rum  necessarily  afPect  the 
discipline  of  an  army.  We  have  glaring  evidence  of  their  ill 
consequences  every  moment.  Sergeants  drunk  upon  duty,  two 
sentries  upon  their  posts  and  the  rest  wallowing  in  the  dirt.  I 
believe  no  nation  ever  paid  so  many  had  soldien*  at  so  high  a 
rate.  My  Lord  I^oiuloun,  whose  nuinngement  in  the  conduct  of 
ai&irs  is  by  no  means  Af^mi^pr^^  did  adhere  so  liteialiy  and  stiictly 

I  ImA  ligoaier. 
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to  the  one — two  niKl  the  firings  by  the  impmrticvihlc  clH'(|iu'r,  Scc.^ 
that  these  regiiiieiii  ^  nnist  necessarily  be  cut  off  one  alter  another 
unless  tliey  fall  inio  some  method  more  suited  to  the  country 
and  to  the  kind  ot  enemy  they  have  to  deal  with. 

I  expect  to  be  attacked  upon  the  march  by  the  Mickmacs, 
Abenaqutt  and  Guutdians.  I  have  made  the  best  preparatioiu 
in  my  power  (and  that  the  time  permits),  to  beat  ^em  oflP;  bat  I 
oan^  be  sore  that  we  shan^  presently  run  into  oonfiision  and  be 
very  ill-treated,  althd*  I  have  with  me  some  of  the  best  of  our 
battalions. 

Our  clothes,  our  arms,  our  accoutrements,  nay  even  our  shoes 
and  stockings  arc  all  improyxT  for  this  country.  liOrd  Howe  is 
so  well  convinced  of  it  that  he  has  taken  away  all  the  men^s 
breeches. 

There  are  in  Ameriai  three  or  four  excellent  men  in  their 
way.  Bradstreet  for  the  battues  and  for  expeditions  is  an 
extraordinary  man ;  Rogers  is  an  ezoeDent  partisan  fbr  2  or  800 
men,  and  young  Clarke  under  my  Lend  Howe,  whom  nature  has 
formed  for  the  war  of  this  countiy,  and  wiU  make  a  good  figure 
as  an  ei^ineer  for  the  field. 

One  of  tlie  engineers.  Green,  is  sick  upon  the  continent  and 
instead  of  Matt.  Clarke  and  Gordon,  who  I  suppose  were  far  off, 
VT  have  pot  two  boys,  Montresor  and  Williamson,  and  to  make 
up  the  i^OO  artillery  we  must  earry  off  all  that  arc  here.  Among 
the  officers  of  the  infantiy  we  have  picked  six  or  seven  assistant 
engineers,  enough  to  make  out  three  brigade^  six  in  each,  besides 
the  active  Bastide  and  Major  Mackellar.  Delaune  and  Garden 
would  be  nune  usefol  here  than  can  be  conceived.  We  want  just 
two  such  men  to  throw  into  the  lig^t  in&ntry,  and  we  want  grave 
Carleton  for  every  purpose  of  fhe  war.  Anstruther's  regiment 
is  sickly,  and  two  or  three  of  the  ships  aie  in  SO  terrible  a 
condition  that  they  are  hardly  lit  for  sea. 

T  am  told  that  a  certain  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  this  army 
drew  up  a  kind  of  representation  and  gave  it  to  Colonel  Monro 
(signed  by  othen?  I  suppose  as  well  as  hinisolf)  setting  forth  the 
condition  of  Fort  William  Henry;  how  incapable  it  was  of 
further  resistance,  and  giving  it  as  their  opinion  that  Colonel 
Monro  had  made  &  very  good  defence  and  might  with  honour 
capitulate,  ke^  &e.  But  Cunninghame  can  tell  you  more  of  the 
matter. 

I  am,  my  JjatS^  etc^  etc, 

J.  WOLR. 

B  B 
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WbOe  the  gnat-  fleet  vested  in  Halifiix  harbour  waitiiig  fiir 
General  Amherst's  arrival,  Boacawen  held  supreme  oommand  of  the 
combined  force,  which  waa  soon  xdnfbroed  by  Whitmoie^  arrival 
and  the  Irish  regiment.  Lawrence,  Wolfe  and  Boacawen  met  in 
cotmcil  and  decided  to  proceed  to  Cape  Breton  without  waiting 
longer  for  the  tardy  Amherst.  They  got  to  sea  on  May  28,  and 
nu  t  Rtxlney  s  ship,  with  Amheist  on  boards  <*>niing  iuymuch  to  the 
general  satisfaction. 

The  force  of  which  General  xViniitr&i  now  assuineti  command 
numhircJ  fourteen  bitUiiions  of  infantry,  500  Ranges,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  lloyal  artillery,  altogetlier  an  army  of  nearly  12,000 
men.  Thae  was  probably  a  sfanilar  number  of  marinea  and 
seamen  in  the  fleet  of  more  than  160  ahipa.  Sodi  was  the  pre- 
ponderating strength  of  armament  descending  to  crash  Lonisbouii^ 
blotting  the  fortress  frtmi  the  face  of  \he  earth. 

Louisbouxg^  situated  on  a  rugged  promontory  south-west  of  the 
harbour,  was  some  two  miles  in  circumference.  The  houses  were 
built  of  stone,  the  streets  lironrl  nm]  recriilar,  with  a  spacious  parade 
adjoining  the  citade).  i  acing  the  pamrle  was  the  church  and 
Governor's  hoiLse ;  oppoisite  were  the  btn.u  ks,  where,  being  sup- 
posed bomb-proof,  the  women  and  children  took  refuge,  until  the 
shells  began  to  make  havoc  of  the  building.  At  one  end  of  the 
harbour  was  an  excellent  wharf^  and  on  the  opposite  side  were  flsh- 
drying  stages  sufBdent  to  accommodate  the  product  of  SOOO  fishing' 
boats.  In  the  minds  of  moat  of  the  officers  and  men  little  doubt 
was  expressed  as  to  tlie  ability  of  the  combined  force  to  succeed  in 
their  object,  in  spite  of  the  reinforcements  which,  eludii^  Haidy'*a 
stjuadron,  had  got  into  Louisboiirg  harbour.  The  question  was, 
would  I. on Ts)x)urg  be  taken  in  time  to  push  QQ  to  Quebec?  That 
would  I  t  !ii:iiu  to  be  seen. 

The  tleet  came  in  view  of  the  tofm  on  June  2nd.  Notwith- 
standing his  i»ea-sickness,  for  there  was  a  high  sea  running,  Wolfe 
accompanied  Amherst  and  Lawrence  in  &  boat,  to  reconnoitre  the 
coast* 

In  council,  befiore  Amherst  had  arrived,  Wolfe  had  already  pro- 
duced his  plan  for  the  impending  operations.  He  was  to  land 
with  three  battalions  of  li|^t  in&ntiy  in  Mh6  Bay,  ten  miles 
northward  from  Louisbourg,  and  march  towards  Gabarus  Bay  to 

caj)tnn'  the  Frcncli  l?ui ding-place  there.  In  this  exploit  he  was  to 
Ije  seconded  by  Monckton,  who,  landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
peninsula,  would  march  overland  to  his  sn|)[>(!i  t.  Meanwhile,  two 
separate  diversions  were  to  be  made  by  lio^cawun  and  Lawrence,  so 
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that  the  enemy  would  be  utterly  confused  as  to  the  predae  ptnnt 
of  the  chief  attack^  and  therdiy  divide  fiitaUy  their  defencR 


now  produced  a  pkn  to  sapenede  WolfeV.  EQs  idea 
wee  tbestraightformody  fiuniliar  fronbdattack,  with  two  aide  dtTei^ 

B  B  3 
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M0118.  By  June  8,  and  not  sooner,  owing  to  tempestuous  weather, 
was  the  chief  business  of  the  expedition  begun.  And  whosesoever 
plan  was  adopted  it  appeared  that  the  chief  fighting  business  was 
to  be  entrusted  to  Brit^udicr  Wolfe. 

To  him  were  allotted  twelve  companies  of  Grenadiers,  Frasei's 
Highlanders,  Major  Scott's  Light  Infantry  Corps  of  marksmen,  aiid 
a  company  of  provincial  Rangers,  mostly  men  from  MasaacSiUfletts, 
of  whom  we  have  abeady  had  Wolfe'^8  opinion.  At  midnight  on 
Jmie  7  the  emharisation  into  the  boats  was  begun.  At  dawn*  after 
a  preliminaiy  bombezdment  by  the  fleet  as  a  diveinon,  the  seamen 
conveying  the  three  divisions  began  to  ply  their  oars  with  spirit 
for  the  shore.  Whitmore''s  division  on  the  rigjit  rowed  eastward, 
as  though  to  land  at  White  Point :  in  the  centre  I^wrence's  six 
battalions  headed  straight  fo?-  Frosli water  Cove,  to  ni.ike  tbo  enemy 
suppose  a  landing  was  to  be  attempted  there,  while  VVoUe's  brigade 
on  the  left  niiirle  vig(>rf)i]slv  for  the  spot  of  the  real  descent — 
Kennington  Cove  or        Cui oniandi^re. 

Men  who  served  imder  Wolfe  that  day  have  recorded  the  extra* 
ofdinaiy  confidence  which  was  lelt  by  men  of  all  ranks  in  their 
young  leader.  All  the  troops  were  foil  of  enthusiasm  and  eager 
for  the  fiay.  Not  without  danger  and  discomfort  was  the  passage 
made.  As  they  approached  not  only  the  batteries  belched  forth 
their  liof  and  shcJl  against  them,  but  the  very  waves  conspired  to 
repel.  The  angry  surf  beat  upon  the  boats,  upsetting  some  and 
.shattering  to  pieces  others,  many  men  being  drowned  befoi^e  they 
could  secure  a  dry  footing.  Wolfels  fliigstaff  wm  actually  shot 
away,  and  it  seemed  utter  madness  to  face  such  fire.  But  a  b<:>att'td 
of  Light  Infantry,  commanded  by  two  young  lieutenants.  Brown 
uikI  Hopkins,  sighting  a  half-protected  landing-place  on  the  rocks, 
mani^ed  to  run  their  boat  straii^t  on  shore  in  advance  of  Uie 
rest  Wolfe,  standing  erect  in  the  bows,  cried  out  encouragement 
to  the  others  to  follow  their  example.  In  another  moment  he  had 
leapt  into  the  surf,  now  only  knee-deep,  and  scrambled,  unarmed, 
with  only  a  cane  in  his  hand,  over  the  intervening  rocks.^  He 
reached  the  men  already  landed,  and  asked  who  were  the  first 
ashore.  Two  Highland  soldiers  were  pointed  out  to  him.  "  Good 
fellows  !  "  he  cried,  and  going  up  to  tlie  men  presented  them  with 
a  guinea  apiece.  Then,  to  the  sound  of  their  cheering,  he  set 
about  the  formation  of  the  troops  as  fast  as  they  anived  on  the 
lower  beach.    From  a  masked  battery  on  the  slopes  twenty 

'  Tlie  spot  of  VV'ulfe's  landing  is  pointed  out  to-day  as    Wolfe's  Hock." 
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above  them  a  rakiiig  fire  ww  dealt  out.   Bfany  fell  while  ferming 

ranks,  but  so  fiv  fiom  daunting,  only  made  the  rest  fiercer  for 
their  prey.  At  a  signal  Wolfe  himself  led  the  advance  up  the 
steep  rocks.  The  first  battery  was  carried  by  stann,  and  still 
Wolfe  pushed  on  to  other  entrenchments  f>f  the  enemy.  Behind 
him  in  support  came  I^awrence  nivl  liis  c]i\  ision.  The  French,  who 
oppuiied  this  uiieeremoniouii  laiuiing,  now  teare<l  their  retreat  would 
be  cut  off,  and  forsaking  their  cannon  and  stores  broke  pell-mell 
for  Louisbourg  four  miles  away,  followed  liotly  over  swamps  aiid 
hOlodU'  fay  Wolfe  and  Amhent.  The  fugitivee  feadied  the  forti- 
ficationB  from  whence  now  a  terrific  cannonade  wae  opened.  Hu8> 
whatever  its  lethal  eftet,  at  least  served  to  show  the  Bnttah  pie- 
dsdty  the  area  of  safety  in  banning  a  siege.  Unluckily,  the  riege 
train  was  not  landed,  and  the  diiBcnlties  of  the  process  considering 
the  weather  were  very  great.  Meanwhile  the  troops  took  possession 
of  ground  before  tlie  town  and  fonned  a  camp,  although  three  dap 
passed  before  they  got  nrtiilery,  tents,  provisions  or  ammunition. 
V'aluable  time  was  thus  lo^f.  "It  was  soon  evident,""  says  Corbett, 
"  that  there  was  one  opcraLion  which  alom  f onld  reduce  the  place 
within  the  appointed  time,  and  that  was  that  the  fleet  shouid  enter 
the  harboor.  Yet  in  spite  of  Pitt's  hint,  Boscawen  seems  never  to 
have  entertained  the  idea.^  Far  too  caatious  was  the  Adndial, 
in  WoUe*s  opinion,  as  we  shall  se& 

By  the  12th  It  was  known  to  Amherst  lhat  the  IVench  had 
called  in  their  outpo^^.*^  and  were  concentrating  all  their  strenglh 
upon  the  fortress  itself.  The  harbour  containing  the  enemy^s  fleet 
had  been  protected  by  two  batteries,  one,  the  Batterie  Royale,  far 
within  the  inlot.  and  another  on  Goat  Island  at  its  entmnce.* 
When  BriL(i(iier  Wolfe  heai'd  that  the  French  hful  disniantled 
Batterie  Hoyale  he  thought  he  perceived  a  chance  not  to  be  lost. 
If  the  ships  and  Goat  Island  batteiy  could  be  attacked  from  tlie 
land  shore  of  the  harbour  Bdscawen  woold  be  enabled  to  enter  the 
port  with  his  fieet.  He  laid  his  sdieme  immediately  before  Am- 
hent, who  ordered  him  to  advance  with  his  brigade  npm  Li|^t- 
boose  Point,  commanding  the  sea-waU  of  tihe  town,  and  capture  it. 
The  artillery  and  stores  for  this  movement  were  at  the  same  time 
dispatched  by  sea  to  meet  Wolfe  at  L'Orembeck.  On  arrival  at 
the  liglithoiise  Wolfe  sent  the  feUowing  to  Amherst  ^ 

I  There  hM  been  mnefi  Mrtorical  eoafeakni  Vtiroen  Gmt  Idand  and 

"Battery  Islaiul."    'Hio  island  kiltcry  was  already  dismantled. 

*  It  is  eudoxsed  by  Amberst,  "  Brigadier  Wolfe's  lutentioos  at  the  Ligbt- 
bonseFUnt'* 
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''Brigadier  Wolfe  proposes  to  estaUish  a  post  of  900  regulan 
and  a  company  of  Bangers  at  UOrembeck  ;  he  intends  likewise  to 
establish  another  post  of  200  regulars  and  a  company  ol  Bangen 
nt  the  end  of  the  North-cast  Harbour.    The  regular  troops  are  to 

fortify  their  camp,  and  the  irregulars  are  to  keep  a  constant  patrol, 
to  endwivour  to  intercept  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island, 
Caimdians  or  otheiH ;  at  least,  to  p^ive  notice  of  their  march  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  regular  troops,  who  will  nilorm  the 
Brigadier  of  it,  and  give  the  earliest  notice  he  can  to  Brigadier 
lAwienoe  upon  the  left  of  the  army,  who  will  report  it  to  the 
Com  mander-in-Chiel 

"  Another  post  of  fifty  regulars  and  ten  Rangers  will  be  established 
at  ihe  nearest  KOrembeck ;  the  two  UOrembeck  parties  will  be 
supplied  with  provisions  from  the  sea,  and  the  party  at  the  end  of 
thf  harbour  will  1k>  supplied  from  the  camp  or  from  the  Light- 
house. .  .  .  The  remaining  body  of  Light  Infantry  and  the 
ii  rigulars,  must  take  post  upon  the  Mir6  Road,  about  half  way 
between  the  cump  and  the  North-east  Haiboui",  and  communicate 
with  both  the  one  and  the  other  by  posts  and  patrols." 

Wolfe  kept  steadily  at  it  in  spite  of  severe  weather,  hut  all  was 
not  in  readiness  until  the  18lli*  On  that  day  he  wrote  the 
following  orders  to  the  brigade — 

*^  Two  batteries  are  to  he  oonstmctad  this  night,  for  one  iron 
24-pounder  each,  with  a  firm,  well-rammed  parapet,  and  the 
platform  laid  with  the  utmost  care.  These  must  be  finished  Ix^foi-e 
daybreak,  and  whatever  reraaiuii  to  be  done  at  the  Great  ^lortar 
Battery  must  be  completed  this  night ;  every  engineer  and  every 
ollicer  ot  artillery  exerting  himself  in  his  proper  department.  To- 
morrow at  sunset,  it  is  proposed  to  begin  to  bombard  and  cannonade 
the  IVench  fleet;  the  Captain  of  AtdOery  to  dispose  his  party  so 
that  aU  the  ordnance  may  he  equally  well  served,  according  to  the 
followhig  distribution : 

**  The  battery  at  the  end  of  the  North-east  Harbour,  one  S4- 
and  one  12-pounder. 

Ilautbitser  (sic)  Battery,  under  the  hill  near  the  careening 
wharf  to  fire  a  ricochet. 

*'  ( Treat  Bomb  Battery,  in  the  bottom  before  Goreham  »  camp,  of 
four  mortarii  and  bix  royals. 

"Two  24-pounders,  to  fire  u  ricochet  at  the  ma^its  and  rigging 
htm  the  bottom  before  Gorebam^s  camp  and  the  Lighthouse 
HilL 
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One  M-pounder  and  tiro  1ft  dittos  from  the  light  of  the 
Ughthouae         to  file  likewiie  a  ricodiet  at  the  roasts  and 

rigging. 

Two  S4-poimden  to  be  placed  in  battery,  to  fixe  at  the  ships^ 

hulls  or  lo^v^  r  mjusts. 

"The  ( "aptiiin  of  Artillery  may  demand  as  many  men  as  he  thinks 
nec«?sary  to  assist  in  serving  the  artillery,  and  as  many  pioneers  as 
are  requisite,  and  they  shall  be  furnij>he<l  trtjui  the  army.  The 
troops  are  all  to  be  under  arms  time  enough  to  maieh  to  tiieir 
leqiecthre  posts  before  the  firing  b^ns.  Colonel  Morns  is  to 
take  post,  with  the  detachments  of  the  bijgade^  opon  the 
hilis  above  the  eaieening  whaif,  where  tiie  Highlanders  now  are. 
Iieut.-Colonel  Hales  (with  three  companies  of  Gienadiers)  is  to 
post  himself  behind  the  UtUe  hills  and  rising  grounds  where 
Captain  Goreham's  company  is  encamped,  in  readiness  to  support 
the  Great  Bomb  Battcrv,  if  the  enemy  should  think  fit  to  att/ick 
it.  The  remaining^  com));inv  of  Grenadiers  is  to  be  placed  in  ^mall 
parties,  nearer  to  the  Bom  I  )  Battery,  in  the  safest  situation  that 
can  be  fountl.  Gorehum  s  company  (if  it  returns  in  time)  is  to  be 
oonoealed  in  proper  places  to  the  right  of  this  company  of 
Grenadien,  as  near  the  sea  as  th^  can  lie  in  safety.  As  llie  three 
companies  of  Grenadienare  placed  near  the  magarineof  Hie  Grsnd 
Batteiy,  Ueut-Colonel  Hales  must  take  caze  that  no  fire  be 
permitted.  Colonel  Rollo,  with  the  detachments  of  the  left  and 
centre,  is  to  take  post  upon  the  Lighthouse  Hill  in  readiness  to 
march  down  to  the  enemy  in  case  they  arc  disposed  to  land. 

"  All  the  detachments  arc  to  be  placed  with  the  prreatest  possible 
regard  to  their  security  ;  because  the  French  ships  in  their  confusion 
and  disorder  may  probably  fire  their  guns  at  raritlom,  and  if  the 
men  arc  properly  concealed  we  sliall  suffer  very  little  loss.  Hie 
two  youngest  companies  axe  to  be  left  fbr  the  guard  of  the  camp 
and  the  rest  to  goard  the  magaime.  The  officers  commanding 
these  companies  aie  to  make  proper  detadunents  and  place  a 
necessary  nomber  of  sentries  for  the  pieservation  of  the  tents,  huts, 
magazines,  stores^  etc.,  and  they  are  not  to  allow  their  men  to 
get  in  nmnbers  opon  the  tops  of  hills,  that  no  accident  may 
happen. 

"  The  firing  of  the  mortars,  hautbitsers,  and  ricochet  shot  is  to 
cease  a  little  before  daybreak,  that  all  the  troops,  except  a  company 
at  each  station,  may  rctui'U  to  their  camp  to  take  their  rest  and 
refreshment;  ^d  the  officers  will  conduct  them  back  with  the 
utmost  caution.  Hie  batteiy  at  tiw  end  of  the  North-east 
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HnrKonr,  and  the  two  iron  24-ponn<^e!N  tltfit  nre  placed  in  battery 
upon  the  upper  pai't  of  the  Lighthouije  Hill,  are  to  continue  firing 
all  day  at  the  masts  and  rigging  of  the  ships,  that  the  enemy  may 
have  no  rest,  nor  time  to  repair  their  damages.  Although  it  seems 
improbable  that  the  French  should  presume  to  land  and  attadk 
any  of  our  batteries,  yet  it  is  right  to  be  prepaied  to  receive  them» 
or  to  drive  them  back  to  their  boats ;  therofore»  when  two  dy- 
Tockets  are  fired  immediatdy  after  eadi  other  horn  the  Brigadier^ 
station,  all  the  troops  are  to  move  down  the  hills,  and  forward 
with  quick  paee,  and  charge  the  enemy  with  their  bayonetii 
endeavouring  to  gain  their  flanks  by  detachments  made  on  purpose ; 
Colonel  Monis  to  their  left,  supposing  them  to  land  anywhere  near 
the  ik)mb  BnttfMT,  and  Colonel  Rollo  to  their  right,  while  the 
Grenadiers  atbick  them  in  front  witliout  firing  a  shot. 

**  The  Brigadier-General  will  be  all  night  upon  the  hill  where 
Colonel  Morrises  detachment  is  to  be  posted,  unless  some  particular 
busineasahoold  require  him  in  another  part;  in  whidi  case,  he  will 
leave  word  wherehe  is  to  befound.  Onehundred  Highlanders  will 
be  posted  along  the  shore  of  the  North-east  Harbour,  ficom  CSoknel 
Morris's  post  to  Major  Ros^s's.  Part  of  the  left  wing  and  li^t 
In&ntry  of  the  Army  will  be  in  motion  during  this  attack,  readj 
to  sustain  tlie  debiched  posts,  to  alarm  the  enemy  on  every  side, 
and  to  increase  their  confusion.  A  sky-rocket  will  be  fired  from 
Colonel  Morris's  post,  which  will  be  answered  by  Sir  Charles 
Hardy's  squailrou  and  the  grand  anny ;  and  when  a  second  sky- 
rocket is  fired  from  the  same  hill,  the  batteries  begin,  with  short 
intervals  at  first,  as  will  make  their  fire  regular  and  constant. 
The  offioen  of  artilleiy,  the  engmeen,  and  Jifajor  Boss's  detadi* 
ment,  are  to  have  copies  of  theae  ocdersi* 

Wolfe's  first  objective  was  the  Frendi  fleet  and  he  pinned  his 
fiuth  to  the  British  gunners.  A  finr  horn  before  the  bombardment 
he  wrote  Amherst— 

To  Majob-General  Amherst. 

End  of  North-east  Harbour,  19tk  June,  1758 
Dbae  Sib, — Mj  posts  are  now  so  fortified  that  I  can  allbrd 
you  the  two  companies  of  Yankees,  and  the  more  as  they  are 
better  for  ranging  and  soonttng  than  dther  work  or  vigibmoe. 
M J  whole  aifidr  now  is  the  spade  and  pickaxe^  and  one  hundred 
move  pioneers  would  be  of  great  assistance.  I  shall  recall  my 
out  parties,  and  collect  within  my  oitrendmients,  in  order  to 
cany  on  the  work  with  greater  vigour.  I  mean  to  take  post  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


BOMBARDMENT  BEGINS  877 

your  si(lo  tho  linrl>oiir,  and  erect  a  bnttcrj^  provided  you  will 
give  me  any  countenance  by  M-izing  and  oiitrcnching  the  rising 
gronnd  above  the  Grand  Battery.  Tni  very  sure  that  tlic 
artilk  iy  with  mc  can  be  carried  with  greater  ease  to  the  Qumc 
de  Franchie  than  yours  from  Gabarus  Bay.  You  call  Green 
HQ],  Chreen  UUuid,  but  I  undentaiid  your  neaning.  Hie  OEoen 
of  rum  18  bad,  bat  (he  liquor  delivered  out  in  small  quantities — 
balf  a  gill  a  man,  and  mixed  witb  water— is  a  most  salntaiy 
drink,  and  the  dieapest  pay  for  work  that  can  be  given. 
Mr.  Boscawen  is  a  Tciy  judicious  man,  but  in  this  particular 
he  is  much  in  the  wrong ;  and  he  proceeds  from  his  confounding 
the  abuse  with  the  use^  and  saikxm  with  soldieFB. 

There  is  a  fine  In  t  w  Luusc,  between  us  and  the  Grand 
Battery,  for  spruce  beer ;  copper  all  in  good  order  and  very 
Taluable.  I  see  the  smoke  of  VOtemheckt  and  therefore  con- 
clude that  the  straggling  inbabitants  have  rashly  attacked  our 
people,  and  are  punished  for  their  insoleiinft.  I  bave  ordered 
Sunderland  to  bring  off  any  good  shallops  he  can  find  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  when  you  would  have  fob. 

About  ten  this  night  you  will  see  my  signaJs.  Are  you  not 
surprised  to  find  that  I  have  a  bjittery  here  ?  The  ground  upon 
which  T  propose  to  erect  a  formidable  battery  against  the  Island 
Battery  is  so  much  exj)oseti,  that  I  must  wait  for  a  dark  nitjlit 
or  a  fog  to  got  it  up.  In  the  meanwhile  the  smnv  bomb-bailciy 
that  annoys  the  shipping  can  be  turned  upon  the  island,  and 
shall  be  wben  I  see  what  eflbcts  we  work  upon  their  men-of- 
war,  who,  I  believe^  are  in  a  confounded  tempei  that  is 
if  our  bombardieiB  are  wortb  a  forthing.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  bumble  servant. 

Jam:  Wom 

To  ills  KxCKLfiiSNCY  MAJOH-^^ENERAIi  AmBEMT, 

Although  the  Brigadier  was  disappointed  somewhat  in  the 
skill  of  his  bombardiefB^  yet  it  was  emrag^  to  fiig^ten  the  Erendi 
Admiral,  Des  Gouttes,  nearly  out  of  bis  wits.  He  wanted  to 
escape  out  of  the  harbour  while  tiiere  was  still  a  dianoe  of  success, 
but  Diuoourt,  the  Govemor,  backed  by  a  council  of  war,  refosed 
leave. 
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To  Majok-Gsnkeal  Ahhxbst. 

June  20th,  1758. 

Dear  Sir,— The  hautbitscr  carriage  brnko  after  firing  abont 
ten  rounds,  so  that  we  w  vnj  soon  hors  de  combat  in  our  .strongest 
quarter.  Two  pieces  ot  24  stuck  so  fast,  as  they  were 
airrying  down  to  our  battery,  that  human  strength  could  not 
move  them  time  enough  for  service ;  then  my  two  batteries  near 
the  li^thoiue  Point  were  not  quite  in  conditian  of  aervioe ;  to 
wliich  an  eadzaoidmaiy  drcnmrtanoe  may  be  added,  tliat  one  of 
my  24-pOfimder8-j-iron — was  so  stnfied  in  the  toodi-bok  that 
it  could  not  be  employed  all  night,  besides  the  distance  was 
rather  too  great  from  the  end  of  the  North-east  Harbour. 
I  enclose  you  Captain  Stracliey\s  ^  letter,  and  beg  you  will  be 
pleased  to  provide  us  witii  what  is  neces.s<iry  to  repair  tliese 
hautbitsers,  which  wc  are  all  convinced  arc  a  most  tremendous 
ordnance.  The  injury  they  received,  proceeded,  I  lx*lieve,  from 
the  want  of  a  platform  of  wood,  and  we  are  in  great  want  of 
plank,  because  a  good  d^  has  been  uaed  to  get  the  cannon 
through  the  bogs.  We  reckon  that  the  eihlpe  were  struck  with 
about  three  ahcUs,  and  one  of  them  app^oa  to  be  somewhat 
damaged ;  and  now  that  we  have  got  their  dirtance  better,  I 
hope  the  firing  will  be  more  elfeetuaL  I  intend  to  errect  a 
battery  of  cme  i24-  and  two  12-poundcrs  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  to  fire  red-hot  shot;  but  I  can't  hope  to  get  it  done,  nor 
to  support  it,  unless  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  post  nearer  to 
the  Grand  Battery. 

I  send  you  an  account  of  the  behaviour  of  my  party  at 
UOrembeck, — I  mean  the  subalterns,  which,  I  believe,  will 
surprise  you.  Ihey  were,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  idl  drunk  and 
asleep, — sentries,  guards,  and  alL  The  rum  was  sold  to  them 
by  the  masters  <^  the  ships  they  went  m,  whose  names  you  shall 
have^  and  who  should  be  made  an  example  ofl  Our  earth  and 
sod  are  so  very  bad  that  I  am  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  sand- 
bags, and  our  wood  for  pickets  is  extremely  unfavourable ;  not- 
withstanding M'hich  difficulties  I  shall  persevere  till  we  demolish 
these  gentlemen,  and  then  fall  to  work  upon  the  island.  They 
have  thrown  away  a  vast  quantity  of  shot  without  hurting  a 
man  ;  and  indeed,  tmless  by  an  extraordinary  accident,  we  are 
not  likely  to  lose  many.  Mr.  Strachey  complains  also  of  his 
liuees,  and  he  complains  that  he  has  no  relief  for  his  men,  and 

'  Afterwards  5ir  Henry  iStrachey^  Bart.  In  1764  he  went  out  to  India 
as  Private  Ssoretaty  to  Laid  Ctive. 
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that  as  the  batteries  are  augmented  and  extended,  he  will  hardly 
be  able  to  serve  them.  We  give  them  all  poarifale  assistance. 
Tlieir  confusion  last  night  when  we  began  was  inexpressible,  and 
their  ships  were  himbered  ;  prepared,  I  suppo*:e,  to  sail.  They 
cleared  and  nuulc  ready,  and  are  now  altcrinij;  their  position,  in 
order  to  brinnr  all  their  broadsides  to  bear  against  the  hills.  I 
shall  work  night  anil  day  to  forward  this  business.  Fascines, 
sods,  etc,  muht  be  heaped  up  in  immense  quantities.  As  our 
fire  increases,  thdrs  wiD  perhaps  weakm.  I  found  there  was  no 
manner  of  neoeasitj  for  keeping  the  men  out,  ao  contented  myself 
with  small  guaids  to  give  the  men  rest 

I  am,  dear  Sir>  etc.,  etc., 

J.  WOLVB. 

The  bombanlment  was  rigorously  maintained  against  Goai 
Island  until  the  25th,  when  the  battery  thoie  was  silenced.  Wolfe 
then  rt'  joined  Amherst,  leaving  a  detachment  of  artillery  behind  to 
defend  it  against  its  former  possciisors.  Yet  even  now  Bosaiuen 
did  not  make  the  incursion  Wolfe  expected,  and  very  soon  the 
enemy  sank  four  of  their  five  remaining  frigates  ^  at  the  month  of 
the  harbour  in  order  to  ohstraet  the  British  entrance^  bringing  the 
crews  ashore  to  reinfixroe  the  garrison.'  The  main  berieging  army 
were  now  about  to  push  approaches  against  the  west  gate  of  the 
great  fortress,  and  commence  a  real  attack.  On  the  morning  of 
July  1  a  skilful  sortie  was  made  from  the  town,  but  Wolfe  was 
alert  and  ready  for  the  foe,  who  were  driven  back  with  loss. 
Later  in  llic  day  Wolfe  set  up  a  powerful  batteiy  on  tlu-  liills 
overlooking  l  /»uislx)urg  to  the  north  and  began  a  new  bombard- 
ment. In  reporting  the  goycrnor's  complaints  that  civilians  and 
women  were  being  killed  by  shcUs,  Wolfe  wrote — 

7b  Majob-Gekkbal  Ambbbst. 

Dear  Szb^ — When  the  French  aie  in  a  scrape^  they  are 
ready  to  cry  out  in  behalf  of  the  human  species ;  when  fortune 
fitvouTB  tiiem>  none  more  bloody,  more  inhuman.  Montcalm 
has  changed  the  very  nature  of  war,  and  has  forced  us,  in  some 
measure,  to  a  deterring  and  dreadful  vengeance.    I  shall  set 

^  Out  of  IX  fri^^  itp  n  If  ,  the  BcAo,  had  been  captured  while  essaying  to 
escape  to  Quebec.  Thcru  were  uow  fai  Louiebooig  harbour  five  French  snipe 
of  ine  line  and  one  frigate. 

*  Thirty  men  had  been  detirhed  under  Lieutenant  (  t  o Mo  to  L'Oremheck 
to  protect  the  ahips  carryii^  fish  for  the  army.  New  Ki upland  rum  bought 
frsoi  a  BmAatk  man  Qamed  otone  was  their  vnaoiiig. 
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about  getting  thiugs  iu  readiuebs  fur  this  battel^,  and  must  be 
excQted  for  t£m  or  foot  dajs  hxm  oHwr  duty. 

•  •••*•• 

It  «M  hold  wofk  far  the  next  fortni^i—tlie  haideBt  mort  of 

the  officers  present  had  em  known.  An  approach  was  being 
formed,  involving  the  construction  of  roads  acnMB  bog^  and  the 
mnking  of  fascines  in  the  midst  of  thick  fogs  or  heavy  downpours 
of  rain.  As  if  the  work  were  not  enough,  the  terrible  small-pox 
rar^inG^  in  the  gnrrison  comtTinnicated  itself  to  the  besiegers.  At 
one  time  a  hundreti  caqx  rit<  i  s  isinler  Colonel  Messervi-y  wove  hors 
de  comhaty  that  officer  and  his  sua  bolh  i.uccutubing.  Luckily,  the 
utmost  unity  prevailed  between  the  navy  and  army,  and  Boscawen 
oonstantly  sent  men  to  do  soldiecB*  work  in  the  batteries. 

SortieB  took  place  frequently  ieam  the  fbrt  His  favourite 
U^t  hiiuktry  had  been  highly  trained  by  WolfSe.  Hidr  fienest 
onsets  were  followed  by  instant  retreat  behind  the  dunes  for  shelter, 
so  that  suefa  skinnxdies  inwiably  told  against  the  enemy.  Tliis 
slyle  of  gaeriUa  war&re,  which  then  seemed  novel  ami  won  much 
admiration,  was  the  result  of  Wolfels  reading  in  history.  At  mess 
one  day  one  of  the  captains  remarked  that  these  tactics  reminded 
liiiii  of  Xcnojilioti  s  de^scriptiou  of  the  Kap^'ovyoi,  who  in  his  retreat 
over  tile  inouiilaiiis  harassed  his  rear.  WuUu  .smiled.  "1  had  it 
from  Xeuophon,''  he  said  simply,  but  our  friends*  here  are 
astonii^ied  at  what  I  have  done  beoanse  they  have  read  noQiing.^ 

On  the  nigjbt  of  the  9th  the  French  enjoyed  a  stroke  of  good 
fbrtnn&  A  company  of  Grenadien  commanded  by  Captain  Lord 
Dundonald,  and  occupying  a  small  redan  on  ebore,  were  suqtrised 
by  them.  Dundonald  and  some  of  the  others  were  killed,  and  but 
for  the  hasty  intervention  of  a  company  of  Highlanders  who  drove 
the  assailants  back,  the  rest  would  have  b^-en  mndc  prisoners.  FoOT 
days  later  the  Bn^adu  r  reported  to  Amherst  that  iie  wnx  not 
satisHtMi  with  the  work  of  the  Engineers.  "  The  parapetii  iu  general 
axQ  too  thin  and  the  banquettes  everywhere  too  narrow.  The  trench 
of  the  parallel  should  be  wide,  and  the  parapets  more  sloping.  .  . 
Tliefe  were  no  accidents  in  the  trenches  to  report,  "  very  few  shots 
in  the  night ;  bat  this  nwniing  they  threw  several  ehdls  vay  near 
the  lodgments*** 

The  si^e  continued  to  be  pushed  forward  vigorously,  in  spite 
of  hea\'y  rains.    On  the  16th  Wolfe  led  a  body  of  Highlanders  • 
and  Grenadiers  to  the  heights  in  front  of  the  fort,  captured  them 
and  got  a  footing  in  the  glacis,  frou)  which  he  potired  down 
muaketiy  <m  the  parapet  and  embratiures.   ThijQ|^  were  going 
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forward  wHh  certainty  when  on  the  21  st  a  lucky  bombardier  sent 
a  bomb  straight  on  the  poop  of  the  Cilebrey  her  niagiizine  explof^pd 
and  set  fire  to  two  other  ships.  The  unhappy  crews  could  not 
escape  to  the  town,  owing  to  the  brisk  play  of  the  British  batteries. 
Soon  Des  Gouttes  had  only  two  ships  left.  On  the  following  day 
shells  set  the  citadel  in  a  blaze,  but  Amherst  gave  orders  that  the 
town  was  not  to  be  destroyed.  Hie  fVench  banadcs  caught  next, 
and  it  was  seen  both  within  and  without  that  Loaisbcraig  was 
doomed.  Nor  had  Brigadier  Wolft  paused  in  his  besieging  work. 
He  writes  Amherst — 

To  Majok^Gembbal  AiiHDwr, 

Trenches  at  daybreak,  26/A  July. 
Di  AR  Sir, — The  five-gun  battery  is  finishetl,  and  the  cannon 
in  readiness  to  mount.  We  want  platforms,  artillery  officers  to 
take  the  direction,  and  ammunition.  If  these  are  sent  early,  we 
may  batter  in  breach  this  afternoon.  Holland  has  opened  a 
new  boyau,  has  carried  on  about  140  or  150  yards,  and  is  now 
within  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  the  glads.  The  enemy  were 
apprehensiTe  ot  a  storm^  and  find  smartly  for  about  half  an  hour, 
which  drove  the  workmen  in  ;  but  when  the  fire  ceased  they 
returned  to  their  business,  and  did  a  great  deaL  Yon  will  be 
pleased  to  indulge  me  with  six  hours'*  rest,  that  I  may  serve  in 
the  trenches  at  night. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc.,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

^  Lest  one  wonder  why  Drucour  held  out  so  long  in  the  face  of 
such  a  forlorn  hope  it  must  be  understood  that  it  was  in  the  highest 
degree  important  to  French  interests  on  the  oootinent  to  gain 
time.  In  this  particular  his  doggedness  eventually  succeeded.  As 
long  as  he  could  make  a  resistance  to  the  main  British  anny  the 
chances  of  Quebec's  safety  for  that  season  would  be  increased*  and 
Amherst  could  not  reinforce  Abercrombie.  Moreover,  succour 
might  at  the  last  moment  reach  him  either  from  France  or  Canaflfi. 
Wherefore  the  Governor  tnrnod  a  deaf  ear  to  the  reprcsen  tat  ions 
and  entreaties  of  the  townsfolk,  and  steeled  his  heart  against  the 
Huilerings  of  his  garrison.  l  or  more  than  a  week  the  soldiers  iiad 
not  slept ;  when  wounded  they  had  no  secure  spot  to  lie  where  the 
shdls  of  the  besiegers  would  not  reach  them.  Ammunitimi  was 
growing  scarce.  Stowing  something  of  this  Bosoawen  resolved  on 
a  bold  step,  the  first  of  that  cfaanuter  he  had  ventured  upon  since 
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the  Ix'fi^'nninf^  of  the  sie^c.    On  the  night  of  the  25tli  a  flotilla 
under  Captains  Lnforry  antl  IVilfour.  consisting  of  (iOO  seamen, 
crept  into  the  harbour  ani]  mii  jn  isrd  both  the  remaining  French 
vessels,  tlie  Bu  nfaiuiiU  and  tlie  Prudeni  yielding  almost  without 
a  blow.    The  Pi-udent  tliey  were  forced  to  bum  when  dbe  ran 
agroond,  but  Des  Gouttes*  flagship  they  towed  off  under  Wolfe's 
battories.   A  cfownixig  mufortane  for  the  Itacb  in  LoolsboQig 
this,  for  it  left  the  harbour  fipomtof  the  fbrtreasoompletdy  exposed. 
On  the  following  day  a  mesMige  oame  from  Drucour  offering  to 
capitulate.   The  joint  commanders  returned  a  reply  that  th^  did 
not  wish  any  further  bloodshed,  but  that  a  capitulation  was  not 
enough ;  they  required  a  surrender  at  discretion.    Otherwise  the 
French  would  pay  the  penalty  of  further  resistance.  Dru<x)ur 
declami  that  rather  thau  accept  such  terms  he  would  suffer  the 
consequences.    But  seeing  the  hopelessness  of  tlie  situation,  tlie 
garrison  and  inhabitants  prevailed  upon  the  Governor  to  alter  his 
mind.  The  French  officer  once  more  sought  the  British  camp. 
TVusting  to  the  honour  of  a  generous  foe^  ran  Druooofs  latest 
message  he  would  submit  to  the  law  of  fijroe.^ 

So  Louisbourg,  the  most  costly  and  most  elaborately 
constructed  fortress  in  the  New  World.  With  it  all  Cape  Breton 
and  Isle  St.  Jean  (Prince  Edward's  Island)  passed  into  British 
hands.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  July  Forte  Dauphinc  and 
the  west  f^ate  were  opened,  and  at  noon  three  thousand  gallant 
French  soldiers,  drawn  up  before  Whitmore,  kid  down  tlieir  juins 
on  the  esplanade,  besides  ueaiiy  three  thou;sand  sailorii  made 
prisoners.' 

Wolfe  writes  to  his  mother,  to  whom  he  had  not  penned  any 
letter  since  leaving  HalifkT,  two  months  before — 

To  HIS  Mother. 

Camp  before  Louisbourg,  Julif  27th,  1758. 
Dbae  Madam, — I  went  into  T  tuisbourg  this  morning  to  pay 

my  devoirs  to  the  ladie.s,  but  found  thetn  all  so  pale  and  thin 
with  long  confinement  in  a  aujcmntc,  that  I  made  niy  visit  veiy 
siiort.  The  poor  women  have  been  heartily  frighti  as  well 
they  might ;  but  no  real  hami,  either  during  the  siege  or  after 
it,  has  befallen  any.    A  day  or  two  more,  and  they  would  have 

*  "Lstter  of  Chevalier  dsDmconr.  Andover.  Oct  1."— ^natiaf  Jtomtfsr 

1768. 

*  Ot  fifty-two  oamMni  nsed  against  the  bedq^  forty  were  dismoimted, 
broken,  or  ipUud. 
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been  entirely  at  our  disposal.  T  wns  deterniined  to  save  as 
many  lives,  and  prevent  a:^  much  violence  as  I  could,  bocanse  I 
am  sure  such  a  step  would  be  very  acceptable  to  you,  aiid  very 
becoming.  We  have  gone  on  slow  and  sure,  and  at  length  Iiun  c 
brought  things  to  a  very  good  conclusion  with  little  loss.  If  the 
rest  of  the  campaign  corresponds  ^th  tlie  beginning,  the  people 
of  England  will  have  no  reaBon  to  be  diBBatiafied.  Kit  Mason 
paid  me  a  visit  yesterday,  in  perfect  health ;  Gusty  is  veiy  well ; 
httle  Herbert  has  never  had  an  opportunity  of  coming  near  me. 
His  ship  goes  home  with  the  Erench  prisoners,  which  Mrs. 
Herbert  will  be  pleased  to  know.  I  hope  to  be  with  yon  by 
Christmas,  thoucrh  T  protest  to  you  that  I  had  much  rather 
besiege  a  place  than  pass  four  wei*l<s  at  sea.  If  you  are  acquainted 
w  ith  Mi-s.  Bell  of  the  hospital,  I  beg  you  will  signify  to  her  that 
her  son  has  been  oi  great  use  to  me  during  the  siege,  haa  carried 
cm  business  with  great  spirit  and  dispatch,  and  is  an  excellent 
officer.'  He  got  a  shght  scratch  upon  his  right  ann»  hot  is  quite 
recovered,  though  I  have  fbrbid  his  writing  for  fear  of  any 
inflammation.  If  he  does  write,  Mn,  Bell  must  not  take  it 
amiss  that  it  be  an  iin  usual  scrawL  His  next  letter  will  he  writ 
with  a  fine  hand.  I  wish  you  all  manner  of  happiness,  and  am, 
dear  M*y^^™j 

Your  very  affiectionate  Son, 

Jam:  Wolfe. 

That  day  in  Louishouig  must  have  been  very  favourable  for 
letter^writing,  lor  two  other  epistles  came  from  the  ftigpt^er^  pen, 
the  first  to  his  fother,  and  the  other  to  his  unde. 

To  HIS  FaTU£U. 

Lonisbourg,  27  Jnhf,  1768. 
Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  you  two  or  three  lettei-s  from  Halifax  in 
relation  to  our  voyage  and  preparations  for  tiie  siege  of  Louis- 
burg.  We  got  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  came  without  any 
accident  into  the  Bay  of  Gaherus,  made  a  disposition  for 
landing,  and  had  very  near  been  foiled  in  the  attempt.  By 
great  good  fortune,  however,  we  got  ashore,  proceeded  to  attack 
the  town  and  the  shipping,  and  at  length  have  succeeded  in  both. 
We  burned  four  ships  of  tlie  line  and  took  one :  the  enemy  sunk 
two  frigates,  and  our  squadron  has  caught  a  third,  so  that  we 
have  hurt  their  marine  a  little  and  possessed  ourselves  of  Louis- 

>  He  afterwards  msda  Captain  Bell  oos  of  liis  aid«»de-csmp. 
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burg.  Our  loss  in  all  tliis  affair — notuithsbindinf^  tlie  most 
violent  fire  from  the  shipping,  does  not  amount  to  much  abo%^e 
400  men  killed  and  wounded  :  that  of  the  enemy  at  least  three 
times  as  much.  Tho  g;arri.son  to  the  numlx^r  of  about  two 
thousand  men,  ai'e  prisoners  of  war  ;  they  laid  down  their  anus 
this  morning ;  and  we  took  posMBsioii  of  the  town.  Two  c^our 
captains  of  grenadien  are  killed  and  6  or  8  sahaltuni  offioeiay 
and  about  aamany  wounded.  The  Indians  and  Canadians  gave 
us  \  cry  little  trouble.  I  beliere  their  chief  was  killed  the  day 
we  landed,  and  the  rest  who  are  veritable  canaille  were  a  good 
deal  intimidated. 

We  have  a  repoi-t  this  day  from  the  continent  that  an  attack 
has  been  made  upon  some  advancc<i  post  of  the  enemy  with 
success,  but  that  my  Lord  liowe*  was  kdied  in  the  beginning  by 
a  cannon  shot;  his  loss  is  iiroparable,  because  there  is  not  such 
another  soldier  in  his  Majesty service,  and  I  do  not  at  all 
doubt  but  that,  in  two  campaigns,  he  would  have  driven  the 
Pkendi  out  of  North  America.  We  have  been  rather  slow  in 
our  proceedings  but  still  I  hope  there  is  fine  weather  enough  left 
for  another  blow,  and  as  our  troops  are  improved  by  this  seige, 
the  sooner  we  strike  the  better.  Two  of  the  French  men  of  war 
were  boarded  in  the  night  by  the  boats  of  our  fleet,  and  both 
taken.  This  coup  was  quite  unexpected  and  astonishinej,  and 
indeed,  if  we  had  not  been  very  well  informed  of  their  negligence 
and  security,  would  appear  to  be  a  rash  attempt.  I  see  my 
name  among  the  new  Colonels  ; I  hope  Fisher  will  take  care  of 
my  affairs,  as  he  is  intended  for  my  agent.  The  climate  is  very 
healthy,  though  the  air  is  foggy  and  disagreeable^  I  have  been 
always  very  well  since  we  landed,  and  have  got  through  this 
business  unhurt.  My  love  to  my  mother. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

7b  Majob  WALna  Worn 

Gkmp  beibfe  I^misbonig,  S7tt  Jfdif,  1748. 
Dkab  Sir, — ^It  Is  impossible  to  go  into  any  detail  of  our 
operations :  they  would  neither  amuse  nor  instnict,  and  we  are 
all  burned  about  our  letters.   In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  we 
made  a  rash  and  ill-advised  attempt  to  land,  and  by  the  greatest 

'  Brigadier-General  Viscount  Howe,  elder  brother  of  Captain  Howe,  of 
U»  Magnamm,  "a  character  of  ancient  times."  declared  Pitt,  ''a  complete 
model  of  milituyTirtne." 

*  ^omM,  April  21, 17M. 
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of  good  fortune  im  iri^inable  wc  siicveccled.  If  wr  hml  known  the 
country,  and  hud  u  itd  with  more  viirour,  liaif  the  garrison  at 
least  (for  thf  y  wtie  all  out)  must  have  fallen  into  our  liaiids 
immediately  we  landed.  Our  next  operations  were  cxceed- 
faig^y  tHoiw  and  Injiidicioiis,  owing  partly  to  the  difficulty  of 
luMung  our  rtoiei  and  artillery,  and  partly  to  tbe  ignonnoa  and 
Ineiqiaricoee  of  tha  cnginaem 

•  •••••• 

The  Indians  of  the  idand  gave  ns  very  little  trouble.  Tliey 
attained  one  of  my  posts  (for  I  commanded  a  detatcbed  corps) 
and  were  repulsed,  and  ainoe  that  time  they  haire  been  vexj  quiei. 

I  take  thom  to  be  the  most  contemptible  canaille  upon  earth. 
Tboso  to  the  southward  are  much  braver  and  better  men  ;  these 
are  a  dastardly  set  of  bloody  rascals.  We  cut  them  to  pieces 
whenever  w  <  iuund  them,  in  return  for  a  thuuijand  acts  of  cruelty 
and  boibarity.  I  du  not  penetrate  our  General's  iuteutions.  If 
ha  means  to  attack  Quebec,  he  must  not  loee  a  moment.  If  wa 
have  good  pilots  to  take  as  up  tbe  Rivar  St  Lawrsnoa  and  ean 
land  at  any  tolanUa  distance  from  the  places  I  bavano  doobt  of 
the  avent» 

There  is  a  report  that  Abercromlmils  army  has  attacked  the 

enemy^s  detached  posts,  and  forced  theni« — that  my  Lord  Howe 
is  killed.  If  this  last  ciraimstiince  be  true,  there  is  an  end  of  the 
expedition,  for  he  was  the  spirit  of  that  army,  and  the  wry  best 
officer  in  the  Kings  service.  I  lament  the  loss  as  one  ot  the 
greatest  that  could  befall  the  nation  ;  but  perhaps  it  is  not  so, 
though  I  fear  it  much  from  the  forward,  dcteruuued  nature  of 
the  man.  Louisbourg  is  a  little  place  and  has  but  one  casemate 
in  %  haidly  hig  enoqg^  to  hdd  the  women.  Oar  artiUeiy 
made  havoc  amongrt  them  (the  gainsonX  and  soon  opned  the 
nunparts.  In  two  days  moie  we  should  have  assaulted  the  pkoe 
by  land  and  by  sea,  and  ihoold  certainly  have  carried  it.  If 
this  force  had  been  properly  managed,  then  was  an  end  of  the 
French  colony  in  North  America  in  one  campaign ;  for  we  have, 
exclusive  of  seamrn  and  marines,  ne^ir  t(^  40,000  men  in  arms. 
I  wish  you  a  great  deal  of  health  and  pc>n(  ( ,  and  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Nephew, 

J.  Wolfe. 

It  was  provided  in  the  capitulation  that  the  garrison  was  to 
yk3d  as  priscoiers  of  war,  but  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Bieton 
and  its  appurtenances^  including  Loaisboui|^  woe  to  be  convened 
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to  France.  On  August  15,  no  fewer  than  5f>.S7  French  soldiers 
and  seamen  were  carried  prisoners  to  Engluuil.  llurinff  the 
siege  the  enemy  had  lost  more  than  1000  meu.  The  Briti&h 
Horn  waa  twenty-one  officen  and  150  privi^tea  killed,  and  thirty 
oflieen  and  880  bmo  womided.  Anongrt  the  qmil  woe  840 
fueoes  of  ordnaaoe  and  15^000  atand  of  anna. 

Short  by  comparison  as  is  the  story  of  the  New  Wadd«**icmaika 
Mr.  Bradley,  "  he  would  be  a  dull  soul  who  could  atttid  munaved 
by  that  deserted,  un visited,  surf-beaten  shore,  where  you  may  still 
traco  iipf>n  the  turf  the  dim  lines  of  once  husy  streets,  and  mark 
the  green  monTi(]>  which  liide  the  remams  of  tht-  great  bastions  of 
Louisbourg.  It  has  uoL  been  given  in  modem  times  to  many 
centra  of  note  and  power  to  enjoy  within  the  short  space  of  a 
century  and  a  half,  at  ou<^  such  world-wide  fame  and  aadi  ^i-ufound 

Two  days  afterwaida  Wolfe  wrote  to  the  Gbmmaiider-iihChieri 
the  oonstioetion  of  roada  fbr  the  ranoTal  of 

tiie  artillery  and  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  and  stores.  In 
Ihis  letter  he  alludes  to  Jjord  Xigoiiicr*a  pramiae  that  he  oonld 
ntom  at  the  end  of  the  campMgn. 

To  Castaxs  William  Auhekst. 

Lafoitburg,  mh  Juij/,  nsL 

*»••••■ 

We  liave  been  guilty  of  a  blunder  in  transporting  the  French 
anus  to  the  camp ;  they  should  liavo  hwri  deposited,  under  a 
gu  ild,  ill  tin  town,  and  kept  there  iii  reailiiu  ss  to  embark.  We 
have  given  oui  s(  Ives  a  gi-eat  deal  of  unnectssary  trouble,  and 
might  have  employed  the  waggoii;^  much  more  to  the  purpotte. 
Put  the  General  in  mind  of  piloU;  I  daxewj  there  am  pleotj  in 
Louisbourg;  their  namea  ahoold  be  kiiow%  m  order  to  tiieir 
being  carried  on  board  the  men-of-war  •  day  or  two  before  we 
aaiL  Troops  that  have  loet  their  arms^  or  have  bad  arms,  may 
be  supplied  from  th^  in  the  garrison.  Please  to  hint  to  the 
Geneanl  that  the  French  flints  are  veiy  good»  and  may  be  useful 
in  his  army.  I  write  this  by  way  of  memorandum,  knowin^^  how 
many  matters  the  ireruTnl  must  hnvp  tipon  his  haoda  ia  this  hour 
of  biiiiniHtfr.    When  does  our  express  go  oft'  F 

*  Bradley,  Fight  with  France  for  Xorth  Amrrira,  p.  2,30. 

1  It  CaDlain  William  Amherst,  whose  sou  became  Karl  Amherst,  was  Bubae- 
qaeatly  a  Liwit80Siit4asiieraI.  Adjutant^ieneiBl  of  tha  FosesB  aadClorsnisr 
afNewftNUidhiid.  He  disd  la  ITU."— Wiiglii 
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As  I  atn  pretty  much  resolved  not  to  stay  in  America  more 
than  this  atiopaign,  I  hope  the  General  will  not  put  me  to  the 
necessity  of  insisting  upon  the  Field  Marshall's  promise  that  I 
should  vetum  at  the  aid  of  it.  The  corps  of  Light  Infantxy 
requires  some  xeguktion ;  they  should  have  a  captain  to  every 
100  or  ISO,  and  exact  equal  Dombets  from  every  regunent,  thirty 
per  battalion.  The  volunteers  sbotdd  be  again  joined  to  that 
corps,  with  command  of  their  respective  regiments;  by  this 
method  th^  wiU  be  formidable.  Tbeir  powdor-homs  are  good 
things. 

I  am,  dear  Amherst,  etc.,  etc., 

J.  WOLFK. 

Wolfe's  belief,  expressed  in  the  course  of  a  long  letter  to 
Sackville,  that  Quebec  might  that  summer  have  falloi  was  justified. 
For  Montcalm  would  then  have  had  no  time  or  warning  to  make 
the  dispoeitioDS  he  subsequently  made. 

To  Imkd  Gbobob  SACEvnuu 

Looisbonig,  30th  July,  1768. 
My  Lord, — Amhent  will  tell  your  Lordship  the  history  of 
the  siege  of  Louisbourg.  It  turned  out  much  as  I  expected  in 
every  particular.  We  treated  the  town  with  shot  and  shells, 
made  a  breach  in  the  Bastion  Dauphin,  got  the  scaling  ladders 
and  everything  ready  for  a  general  assault,  and  should  have  cut 
"*eui  to  pieces  in  24  hours  if  they  had  not  sun-endered.  Three 
of  their  men  of  war  were  burnt  by  an  accidental  shot  that  is  sup- 
posed to  have  struck  upon  iron  and  fired  some  powder  betwesn 
decks;,  llieother  two  were  boarded  by  the  boats  of  the  fleet  with 
incredible  andaeil^  and  conduct,  and  taken  under  the  guns  and 
within  reach  of  the  musquetry  and  ramparts.  All  the  five  were 
disabled  before  these  accidents  happened.  They  had  a  numerous 
garrison,  but  ill-regulated  and  iU-conducted.  There  appeared 
verv  little  judgment  and  still  less  spirit  in  their  defence.  Our 
landing  was  next  to  mir;unli)us.  In  all  encounters  siiico  the 
day  we  came  ashore  the  enemy  has  been  worated,  or  as  they  call 
it — ils  se  sont  battu  en  rctrnite.  Our  trenches  were  carried 
within  40  or  50  yards  of  the  glacis  without  mauleleLs,  blinds 
or  sap. 

If  the  whole  fleet  of  France  had  been  in  the  harbour  (with 
a  superiority  without,  him  eniendu)  tfaey  would  haTe  been  all 

destroyed,  <x>ntrary  to  the  opinion  of  most  people  here,  aea 
and  land,  who  had  a  teExible  notion  of  their  broadsides.  Bj 
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augmenting  the  artillery  upuix  the  shore  ui  jproportiuu  to  their 
numbers  we  oould  not  £ul  of  suooefli. 

The  fWncli  had  1%  great  mortan  in  nadinen  to  bombaid 
our  fleet  if  tbe^  had  oome  into  the  haifaoor,  notwithstanding 
whidi  the  place  in  its  best  condition  is  not  tenable  agnnrt  a 
squadron  of  men  of  war,  and  on  the  land  aide  ^  an  affiur  tii 
10  days  to  people  that  knew  the  country. 

The  French  have  lost  a  considerable  number  of  men  and  we 
on  the  contrary  have  suffered  very  little,  so  little  that  if  we  are 
cfirned  directly  to  Qiiebtc,  nutwithstaoding  tile  time  of  year,  I 
am  j)ersua(ic:(i  we  .shall  take  it. 

Murray,  my  old  aiilagouiat,*,Litu>  acted  with  inimite  spirit.  The 
public  is  indebted  to  him  for  great  services  in  advancing  by  every 
method  in  his  power  the  affiun  of  this  siege.  Amheist  no  doobt 
will  do  him  aU  manner  of  justice,  and  your  kndship  will  get  him 
a  regiment  or  tfae  rank  of  colond.  Little  Smith,*  your  acquaint* 
ance,  has  been  with  me  the  whole  siege  (for  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  command  a  detached  corps  posted  from  the  Lig^t  House  to 
the  Banichois).  He  is  a  most  indefatigable,  active,  and  spiritetl 
man  and  has  a  just  claim  to  your  favour  and  friendship.  He  is 
slightly  wounded  with  a  musket  ball,  but  will  soon  be  well. 

The  Highlanders  have  behaved  with  distinction,  their  com- 
pany of  Grenadiers  has  .sull'ered,  3  of  the  officers  killed  and  the 
finirth  dangerously  wounded.  Amherst's  r^ment  lost  twenty 
or  two  and  twenty  Grenadiers  the  day  we  landed,  most  of  them 
were  drowned.  I  wouldn't  recommend  the  Bay  of  Gabarus  for 
a  descent,  especially  as  we  managed  it. 

Your  lordship  will  have  heard  the  story  of  my  Jjxcd 
Dundonald's  surprise,  defeat,  and  death.  Whitmore's  Grenadiers 
took  satisfaction  for  the  affront  that  was  put  upon  us  by  the 
neglect  of  this  young  officer,  and  beat  the  French  back  into 
the  town  with  loss.  Our  troops  scalp^  an  Inditui  Sachem  the 
day  we  landed,  and  have  kilktl  some  of  the  black  tribe  sinc«. 
They  are  intimidated  uiid  scarce  dare  appear  before  the  most 
iMMWMldeffaHft  of  our  narties. 

The  Admirsl  and  the  General  have  carried  on  pohlic  service 
with  great  harmony,  indnstiy»  and  union.  Mr.  Boscawen  has 
given  all  and  even  more  than  we  could  ask  of  him.  He  has 
fbmiihed  arms  and  ammunition,  picneeni,  sappers,  minen^ 

*  Lieut.-Col.  the  Hon.  James  Murray  and  VV^olfe  had  had  a  dispute  during 
tfie  Highlands'  campaign,  1746. 

'  H«nr«y  Smitli^  his  sid«-d»iCamp  at  Qnebse. 
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gmmerB,  carpenters,  boats,  and  is  I  must  cmufeas  no  bad  fimtanin 
himself,  and  an  excellent  back-hand  at  a  liige.  Sir  Gliailes 
Haidy,  too,  in  particular,  and  all  the  ofSoers  of  the  navy  in 

general,  have  pjiven  us  their  utmost  assistance  and  with  the 
greatest  cheerfulness  imaginable.  I  have  been  often  in  pain  for 
Sir  Cliarles's  stjuadron  at  an  aiiclior  off  the  harbour's  mouth. 
They  rid  out  some  very  hard  gales  of  wind  rather  than  leave  an 
opening  for  tlic  French  to  escape,  but  notwitlit>tanding  the 
utmost  diligence  on  his  side,  a  ^gate  found  means  to  get  out 
and  is  gone  to  Europe  charge  de  fanfaronades,  I  had  the  Mtis- 
ftction  of  putting  two  or  three  haut^vitier  aheUa  into  his  stern* 
and  to  shatter  him  a  Utile  with  some  of  yoinr  lordship^s  24 
pound  shot  before  he  retreated*  and  I  niiich  question  whether  he 
will  hold  out  the  voyage. 

The  French  troops  and  Marine  se  sentent  un  pen  mortlfii  de 
hmr  dMgracc,  and  think  the  terms  hard  that  are  imposed  upon 
them.  This  blow  well  followed  will  give  a  blow  to  the  American 
War,  and  tho'  I  am  neither  inhuman  nor  rapacious  yet  I  own 
it  would  give  uie  pleasure  to  see  the  (Canadian  vennin  sacked  and 
pillaged  cmd  justly  repaid  their  unheard-of  cruelty.  If  my  Lady 
George  knew  my  sentiments  ^ Homme  bnOal  et  mmgtmake!'^ 
she  would  cry.  If  his  Majesty  had  thought  proper  to  let 
Carleton  come  with  us  as  engineer  and  Delaune  and  2  or  3  more 
for  the  light  Foot,  it  would  have  cut  the  matter  much  shorter, 
and  we  n^^t  now  be  ruining  the  walls  of  Quebec  and  completing 
the  conquest  of  New  France.  So  much  depends  upon  the 
abilities  of  individnnls  in  war,  that  there  cannot  be  too  great 
care  taken  in  the  choice  of  men  for  the  different  offices  of  trust 
and  iiii{)ortancc. 

Before  I  finish  my  letter  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that 
to  defend  the  Isle  Royale^  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  body  of  4 
or  0  thousand  men  in  readiness  to  march  against  whatever  force 
of  the  enemy  attempts  to  land.  In  short,  there  must  be  an 
army  to  defimd  the  island ;  the  re-inforoement  (to  form  a  corps 
for  this  purpose  jointly  with  the  Garrison)  should  be  sent  in 
May  and  canied  off  in  October.  We  must  not  trust  to  the 
place,  or  to  any  of  those  batteries  now  constructed  for  the 
defence  of  the  hnrbour.  When  the  grouiKl  i.s  surveyed  I  shall 
do  myself  the  honour  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  some  proper 
spot^  for  the  construction  of  new  batteries  which  may  be  done 
in  ten  days  with  facines,  and  be  much  stronger  than  any  of 

'  Prince  Edward  s  Island. 
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those  constructed  with  masonry.   We  have  a  report  among  us 

that  my  Lord  Howe  is  killed.  I  will  not  beOeve  such  bad 
tidingik  Hiat  brave  officer  will  Uve,  I  hofpef  to  contribute  his 
shave  of  oounige  and  abilitieB  to  support  car  xefnitatioo  and 
carry  on  our  affairs  with  success. 

Whitmore  is  a  poor,  old,  sleepy  man.  filakeney  lost  St. 
Philips  by  ip7ioran(  e  and  dotage:  take  more  care  of  Louisbourg 
if  you  tnc^an  to  kfop  it. 

The  iksciiies  and  gabions  made  at  Halifax  were  articles  of 
the  last  degree  of  extravagance  and  bad  economy,  in  the  sljle 
of  that  Cdonj ;  but  in  otiier  iwpeets  this  must  have  been  the 
cheapest  siege  that  ever  was  earned  on.  The  soldiers  worked 
with  the  atmost  ehccrfidnesB^  and  upon  one  occasion  several 
women  tumed  out  volunteers  to  drag  artillery  to  the  batteries. 
If  the  enemy  had  waited  for  the  assault  they  would  have  paid 
very  dear  for  their  presumption.  The  men  were  animated  with 
perff  c-t  rijc^e  against  them,  and  asked  impatiently  when  we  were 
to  storm  the  town. 

I  believe  we  might  have  cut  off  at  least  one  half  of  the 
garrison  the  day  we  iamled,  if  the  country  iiati  been  as  well 
known  to  us  as  it  is  now ;  but  our  measures  have  been  cautious 
and  slow  from  die  beginning  to  the  end,  except  in  landing 
where  there  was  an  appearance  of  temerity. 

Yon  know  I  hold  Mr.  Knowles  in  the  utmost  contempt  as  an 
oiBoer,  an  engineer,  and  a  citizen.  He  built  a  useless  cavalier 
upon  the  Bastion  Dauphin  which  fell  to  my  share  to  demolish^ 
and  we  did  it  efTectually  in  n  few  hours.  The  famous  marine 
cavalier  was  so  constructed  that  the  artilleiy  of  the  bastion 
upon  whicli  it  stood  had  hardly  room  to  work,  and  the  jnople 
were  so  sheltered  that  we  drove  'em  from  their  guns  with  our 
musquetiy. 

I  have  just  leamt  that  the  **  Shannon*  is  under  sbO,  and  I 
have  leamt  a  great  deal  of  bad  news — that  my  Lord  Howe  is 
certainly  killedy  and  Clarke  killed,  and  Aberoombie^s  army 
repulsed  with  ooosiderable  loss.  We  are  told  too  that  the  fleet 
wants  provisions,  that  the  anchors  and  cables  of  the  transports 
have  been  so  damaged  in  Gabarus  Bay  that  an  expeditiaii  up 
the  fiiver  St.  Lawrence  is  now  impracticable. 

7th  Augfut. 

As  the  sea  ofiicers  seem  to  think  that  no  attack  can  be  made 
from  Quebec  nor  no  diversion  up  the  River  St*  lawrsnoe^  why 
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we  don't  seud  immediate  reinforccnients  to  Abcrcrombie  I 
cannot  divine.  I  have  told  Mr.  Amherst  that  if  I^wrence  has 
any  objection  to  going,  I  am  ready  to  embark  with  a  brigade 
or  whatever  he  pleases  to  send  up  to  Boston  or  New  York,  and 
if  be  doe»  not  find  me  some  employment  at  Gasp^  or  Home* 
wiiere  dse  (supposing  Lawrence  goes  to  the  Continent)  I  ahaU 
deaiiQ  my  deminion  to  join  my  regiment  upon  the  eiqpeditian» 
altiioiigh  I  can  hardly  hope  to  get  home  in  time  unlen  you  are  all 
gone  to  St.  Philips.  The  ministry  of  England  do  not  see  that 
to  possess  the  Isle  of  Aix  with  5  or  6  battalions  and  a  fleet,  is 
one  or  other  of  the  most  brilliant  and  most  useful  strokes  that 
this  nation  can  possibly  strike.  It  stops  up  at  once  the 
harbours  of  Rochefort  and  Rochelle,  obstructs  and  ruins  the 
whole  trade  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  inevitably  brings  on  a  sea- 
fight  which  we  ought  by  all  means  to  aim  at,  and  is  the  finest 
diverdon  that  ean  poenUy  be  made  with  a  BmaU  force.  St 
Martin^  against  which  (by  the  preparations)  your  force  is 
probably  bait,  is  difficult  to  take»  and  oi  little  use  when  you 
get  it)  whereas  the  other  has  every  advantage  that  I  have 
mentioned  and  is  besides  of  easy  defence.  If  you  will  honour 
me  with  the  command  of  4,000  upon  that  island  and  give  me 
a  good  quantity  of  artillery,  fascines,  and  sand-bags,  I  will 
establish  myself  m  sucii  a  manner  as  to  make  it  no  easy  matter 
to  drive  me  out,  and  I  am  very  sure  the  Frencii  would  exchange 
Minorca  or  anjrthing  else  to  get  it  back  again. 

We  hear  that  Mr.  Provost  has  got  a  Ckmunission  as  Brigadier. 
He  is  most  universally  detested  by  all  xanks  of  people,  and  the 
ministers  cannot  do  worae  tiian  let  him  serve  in  the  army.  He 
is  fit  for  no  sort  of  command,  and  does  not  know  how  to  obey* 

The  arms,  stores,  etc.  for  Forbes''  corps  were  so  Icnig  in 
getting  to  him  that  the  Cheroi^ee  Indians  went  off  just  as  he 
was  prepared  to  maicfa.  Th^  were  tired  on  waiting  for  such 
tardy  warriors. 

Notwithstanding  the  unlucky  accident  that  has  betaken  the 
troops  under  Mr.  Abercromby  I  am  fully  jH.r.>atuic(i  if  we  act 
vigorously  here  for  one  summer  more  and  can  get  people  who 
will  venture  up  to  Quebec — «uid  if  you  will  afterwards  (in  the 
autumn)  exert  your  utmost  fofce  in  the  West  Indies  by  joining 
the  superfiuity  of  this  army  to  troops  from  Europe--sach 
advantage  might  be  made  of  our  present  supeiioiitj  as  the 
enemy  wookl  not  easily  recover,  and  a  peace  may  be  procured 
upon  your  own  terms ;  and  better  push  on  a  year  loiigery  or 
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even  two,  if  it  be  p(xssible,  than  have  the  busiaess  to  b^in  again 
—six  or  eight  years  hence. 

I  am  afraid  that  this  iime  Mr.  Abercromby  is  left  to  defend 
himself  with  the  lemaiDB  ci  his  regular  troops.  Ihe  Americaos 
m  in  general  the  dirtiest  meet  eontenqitifaile  coirardly  dogs  that 
you  can  conceive.  Hiere  is  no  depending  on  them  in  action. 
They  fall  down  dead  in  their  own  dirt  and  desert  hy  battaliom^ 
offioenand  all.  Such  rascals  as  those  are  rather  an  enoombranoe 
than  any  real  stren^h  to  an  army.* 

T  find  that  a  lieutenant  of  the.  first  Regiment  is  put  over 
Carletoirs  lieacl.  Can  Sir  John  Ugonier  allow  his  Majesty  to 
remain  unai  (|iiaintod  with  the  merit  of  thnt  otticer,  and  can  he 
see  such  a  tuark.  ul  displeasure  without  endeavouring  to  soften  or 
clear  the  matter  up  a  little  ?  A  man  of  honour  has  a  right  to 
expect  tlie  protection  of  his  Colaoel  and  of  the  Commander  of 
the  troops,  and  he  can'*t  serve  without  it.  If  I  was  in  GarlelonVi 
pkoe  I  wouldn't  stay  an  hour  in  the  army  after  being  aimed  at 
and  distinguished  in  so  remarkable  a  manner. 

If  you  have  been  upon  any  bosinesB,^  as  I  believe  joii  have^  I 
heartily  hope  that  yon  have  l)ccn  successful,  and  sorry  since  we 
have  so  little  to  do  here  that  X  couldn't  assist  at  the  head  of  my 
young  battalion. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  etc,  etc, 

J.  Wolfe. 

niere  waa  a  fortnig^  of  lepose  for  Wolfe  and  the  army  aftw 
the  heroic  exertioou  of  the  ai^g^ 

2b  HIS  fAXHSB. 

Camp  near  Louisbourg',  7th  August,  17^8. 
Dkaii  Sir, — We  are  gatberiiig  strawberries  and  other  wild 
fruits  of  the  country,  with  a  seeming  indifference  about  what  is 
doing  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Our  army,  however,  on  the 
oomtinent  wants  our  helpt  aa  they  have  been  repixlaed  with  kak 
My  Lord  Howe,  the  noblest  Englishman  that  has  appeared  in 
my  time^  and  the  beet  soldier  in  the  army,  ftU  by  the  hands  of 
a  couple  of  miscreants  that  did  not  dare  to  stay  long  enough  to 
see  liim  jhll.   Poor  Mrs.  Bage*  wiU  die  of  grief;  rad  I  reckon 

^  This  is  not  the  only  testimony  we  have  to  the  trndiflciplinod  chsiseltr  of 
tiie  Colonists,  c>-en  then  ripe  for  rebellion.    See  Sparks'  WaahinqUm» 

'  Sackville  )ind  been  appointed  to  high  command  in  Germany. 

'  Juditii,  daughter  of  the  first  Viscount  Howe  and  wife  of  TnooMMl^  S6B  of 
Sir  Gztg<wyPiH;e,  Bart  The  thkd  Locd  Hm  wm  her  os^mw. 
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my  good  tnaid  Sir  Greginy  will  be  greatlj  oanoemed.  Hettmu^ 
what  a  loss  to  Hie  ooontry !  the  bravest,  worthiest,  and  most 
inteUig^t  man  among  us !  I  thought  his  brother  would  have 
been  starved.  For  several  days  he  refused  to  eat,  and  ronid  not 
bear  to  have  anybody  near  him,  even  of  his  most  intimate 
friends.  The  excess  of  grief  is  at  length  worn  offj  and  I  hope 
he  will  do  ngain. 

I  tan  in  a  kind  of  doubt  whether  I  go  to  the  continent  or 
not.  Abercromby  is  a  heavy  man,  and  Brigadier  PraTOBt  the 
most  detestable  dog  upon  earth,  by  everybody's  aooount.  These 
two  oflkeri  hate  one  another.  Now,  to  serve  m  an  amy  so 
dmunstanced  is  not  a  Yeiy  pleasing  hiuiness.  If  my  Lord 
Howe  had  lived,  I  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  received 
his  orders ;  or  if  I  thought  that  I  could  be  useful  or  servioeable* 
the  ugly  fare  f)f  nfTairs  there  wouldn't  discourage  me  from 
attempting  it.  11  the  Kini:^  had  not  been  pleased  to  give  me 
a  regimcTit  .  T  should  have  ruiiiid  myself  and  you  ;  for  we  are  at 
a  vast  expense,  and  you  l\now  I  never  plunder, — except  some 
dried  cod  which  Captain  Rodney  *  is  so  good  to  take  for  you  and 
yonr  frienda.  I  much  doubt  if  it  will  be  worth  your  acceptance; 
the  Madeira,  if  it  gets  home^  will  he  a  better  pfesent.  Amongvt 
other  good  things  that  are  derived  from  my  new  honouis,  that 
of  paying  hack  to  Fisher  Ihe  kindness  he  has  done  me  is  not  the 
least ;  of  ooune  he  is  my  agent  I  send  the  letter  of  attorney 
hy  this  conveyance.  The  acooont  yon  ^ire  of  my  mother^ 
improved  state  of  health,  and  the  good  condition  of  your  own, 
is  the  most  plaising  part  of  your  letter.  If  you  will  send  the 
like  intelligence  to  the  continent  I  shall  iielp  to  make  war  very 
cheerfully,  though  my  carcase  is  not  of  the  toughest. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wolfe, 

Wolfe  was  by  no  means,  a.s  we  see,  satisfied  with  the  simple 
capture  of  Louisbourg,  and  urged  vehemently  upon  his  irieud 
Amherst  that*  late  as  &6  season  was^  an  attempt  on  Quebec  should 
he  made.  Amherst  replied  on  the  0th :  '^La  helle  saison  will  get 
away  indeed;  what  I  most  wish  is  to  go  to  Quebec.  I  have 
proposed  it  to  the  Admiial,  who  is  the  heA  judge  whether  or  no 
we  can  get  up  there^  and  yesteiday  he  seemed  to  think  it 
impncticable.** 

>  Afterwards  Lord  Boduey. 
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WoUe'B  leply  to  Hik  k  ftroQg  cnoogh,  and  left  no  doubt  as  to 
his  own  views. 

To  MAJoE-GiaiESAL  Amheest. 

Tmadmj  momlaf ,  A^gmt  811, 1758. 
DsAft  Sim^All  accounts  agree  that  General  Abercgomty^ 
army  is  cut  deep,  and  all  the  last  advices  from  those  parts  traoe 
the  bloody  sfceps  of  those  sooondrels  the  Indians.   As  an 

Englishman,  I  cannot  see  these  things  without  the  utmast 
horror  and  conceni.  We  all  know  how  little  the  Aniericaiis 
are  to  be  tmstefl  ;  bv  this  time,  perhaps,  our  troops  are  left  to 
defend  tlKMii^clve.'.,  atler  lo>iiig  the  best  of  our  officers.^  If  the 
Atliniral  wiil  not  cany  us  to  Quebec,  reinforcements  should 
certainly  be  sent  to  the  continent  withoat  losing  a  moment's 
time.  Xlie  companies  of  Bangers,  and  the  light  In&ntrj, 
would  he  eKtiemely  useftd  at  this  juncbue;  wheraas  here  they 
are  perfectly  idle^  smd,  like  the  icst,  of  no  manner  of  service  to 
the  public.  If  Iviwrenoe  has  any  objection  to  going  I  am  ready 
to  embarii  with  four  or  Bve  battalions^  and  will  hasten  to  tli« 
assistance  of  otir  countrymen.  I  wish  we  were  allowed  tn  address 
the  Admiral,  or  I  wish  you  yourself,  Sir,  would  do  it  in  form. 

This  d  d  French  garrison  tjike  up  our  time  aud  attention, 

which  might  be  lx*tter  bestowed  upon  the  interesting  affUiis  of 
the  continent.  The  transports  are  remiy,  and  h  Muail  envoy 
would  carry  a  brigade  to  Boston  or  New  York.  With  the  rest 
of  the  troops  we  mic^t  make  an  oftnsiTe  and  a  destractiTe  war 
in  the  Bay  of  FwAj  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence;  I  heg 
pardon  for  this  freedom,  but  I  cannot  look  oooUy  upon  the 
bloody  inroads  of  those  hell-hounds  th<  Canadians;  and  if 
nothing  further  is  to  be  dooc^  I  must  desire  leare  to  quit 
the  army. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  etc.,  etc., 

J.  Wolfs, 

Adopting  Wolfels  suggestion  Amhent  had  a  meeting  witli 
Boscawen,  who  agreed  to  support  the  plan  and  send  a  detach- 
ment  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  Quebec  being  impracticable. 
For  Ticonderoga  had  fallen,  and  Abercrombie"'s  retreat  made  it 
incumbent  on  Amherst  to  send  him  n  inforcements  via  Br^ston. 
The  commanders  belu mm^I  they  wuulil  be  able  to  snul  three 
battalions  to  the  St.  I^ivsn  ik^'  nnd  two  to  the  Bay  of  l  undy. 

*  This  deserves  to  be  quoted  m  &u  example  of  Wolfe's  penetratioiij  together 
wMi  Us  fiuDoas  prophecy  of  empifs  foot  AasKles,  la  Us  nsit  IsMsr. 
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7b  aiB  MoiHxt. 

LoQuboTirg,  11th  Aug.,  17S8, 
Dear  Madam, — To  show  you  tbat  Mr.  Herbert  and  I  are 
aoqualntied  (though  not  so  well  nor  so  long  as  I  would  wish)  he 
carries  home  this  letter,  in  return  for  that  I  brought  him.  Tlio 
poor  child  has  had  a  severe  campaign  and  would  (if  Mr.  Collins 
his  Captain  had  not  biken  great  cai-e  of  him)  be  perished  with  the 
scurvy  long  since,  but  he  has  fallen  into  good  hands  and  seems  to 
be  pretty  healthy. 

Ibe  early  seBson  in  this  country, — I  mean  the  months  of 
April  andjMay, — are  intokrobly  ooM  and  disagreeable ;  June  and 
July  are  foggy ;  August  rainy ;  September  has  always  a  tempest ; 
October  is  generally  a  dry,  fiiir  month ;  and  the  winter  sets  in 
early  in  November.  Further  to  the  south,  and  along  the  con- 
tinet)t  of  America  which  we  possess,  there  is  a  variety  of  dimafte, 
and,  for  the  most  part,  healthy  and  pleasant,  so  that  a  man  may, 
— if  he  gives  himself  tiie  trouble,  and  his  cimnnstnTirrs  pc  rmit — - 
live  in  perpetual  spring  or  summer  by  changinn;  liis  rtljode  with 
the  several  changes  of  the  seasons.  Such  is  our  extent  of  territory 
upon  this  fine  continent,  that  an  inhabitant  may  enjoy  the  kind 
i^uence  of  moderate  warmth  all  the  year  round.  Hiese  colonies  | 
are  deqply  tinged  with  the  vices  and  bad  qualities  of  the  mother  ;  ^ 
country;  and,  indeed,  many  parts  of  it  are  peopled  with  those  • 
that  the  law  or  necessity  has  forced  upon  it.  Notwithstanding 
these  disadvantages,  and  notwithstanding  the  treachery  of  their 
neighbours  the  French,  and  the  cruelty  of  their  neighbours  the 
Indians,  worked  up  to  the  hii^liest  pitch  by  the  former,  this  will, 
some  time  hence,  be  a  vast  empire,  the  seat  of  power  and  learn- 
ing. 

Natiurc  has  refii-sed  theni  nothiiig,  and  there  wiU  grow  a 
people  out  of  our  little  spot,  England,  that  will  fill  this  vast 
spacer  and  divide  this  great  portion  of  the  giobe  with  the 
Spaniards,  who  are  possoised  of  the  other  ball  If  we  had  been 
as  lucky  this  campaign  as  we  had  reason  to  expect,  and  had  not 
lost  the  great  man,  whom  I  shall  ever  lament,  the  comer^^tone 
would  probaUy  have  been  laid  of  this  great  fitbric.  It  is  my 
humble  opinion  that  the  French  name  would  soon  have  been 
unknown  in  North  America,  and  still  may  He  rooted  out,  if 
our  Government  will  follow  the  blows  they  have  given,  and 
prosecute  the  war  with  the  vigour  it  requires.  We  have 
been  extremely  fortunate  in  this  business.  If  Abereroniby  had 
acted  with  half  as  much  caution  and  pi-udence  as  General 


Digitized  by  Go 


896   LIJ?  K  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 


Amhfint  did,  tfau  must  have  been  a  dear  campaign  to  tbe 
PreDclL 

I  aiii»  dear  Madam,  etc, 

J.  Wolfs. 

To  Hu  Fathxb. 

Dear  Seb, — write  liy  all  the  ahipe  that  gou  Sir  Ghailes 
Hard  J  and  I  arc  preparing  to  rob  the  fidiermen  of  their  nets, 
and  to  bom  their  hnts.  When  the  great  exploit  is  at  an 
end  (whidi  we  reckon  will  be  a  D)ontli''s  or  five  wceks^  work), 
I  retam  to  Louisbooig,  and  from  thence  to  £ngland,  if  no 
oiders  arrive  in  the  meanwhile  that  oblige  me  to  stay.  The 
fleet  do  not  go  up  tlie  river  St.  Lawrence,  nor  soutliwarrl  to 
the  West  Indiei^,  so  that  of  necessity  they  must  get  awuy  from 
hence  before  the  bad  weather  sets  in,  leaving,  I  suppose,  a  few 
ships  in  the  Harbour  of  ILilifax,  where  they  may  winter  very 
commodiously.  The  army  is  about  to  disperse.  General  Am- 
bent  cairiei  dx  battalions  to  the  continent ;  Mondcton  takes  two 
up  tiie  Bay  of  Fkmdy ;  and  I  have  tiie  honour  to  command  three 
in  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence^  to  distrem  the  euemfs  fishery,  and 
to  alarm  them.  We  are  very  earnest  to  hear  what  has  been 
doing  in  Europe^  or  whether  anything  has  been  done  at  all 
by  us, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  WOLFK. 

So  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  seven  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates, 

carrying  Wolfe  and  three  regiments — Amherst's,  Bragg's  and 
Anstruther's — ^parted  on  their  mission  of  spreading  the  terror  of  the 
British  arms  through  tlie  French  gulf  settlements.  It  was  hoped 
that  Montcalm  at  Quebec  would  be  sufficiently  alarmed  not  to 
detach  any  of  his  force  for  the  assistance  of  Abercrombies  opponent. 
This  measure,  distasteful  as  it  was,  Wolfe  carrietl  out  with  great 
thoroughness.    Quebec  was  spared  for  the  present  to  the  French. 

Amherrt  left  with  bis  division  for  New  York,  whither  Wdfe 
sent  the  following  on  his  own  return  to  Louisbourg.  Ibis  letter 
edubits  the  very  intimate  relationB  between  the  two  men»  aa 
Wolfe  herein  undertakes  to  advise  his  chief. 

To  MajoK-GEMEJiAL  Amhulst. 

LoQlsboaig,  90ih  atfttKOtr,  17M. 
DiAa  Sn, — ^Your  oideri  were  carried  into  execution  as  fiur  as 
troops  who  were  limited  in  their  operations  by  other  powers. 
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coiild  carry  them.  I  have  made  my  report  to  General 
Abtsrcroniby,  to  which  (  is  it  is  pretty  lon^)  I  l)cg  to  rcfcr.^  Our 
equipment  was  very  improper  for  the  business,  and  the  nnmbers, 
uuless  the  squadron  hud  gone  up  the  river,  4Uite  mmeci^sary. 
We  have  done  a  great  deal  of  mischief — spread  the  terror  of 
His  Majesty's  amu  tliRN^  the  whoHo  golf;  bat  have  added 
noiliu^  toliie  reputatifln^ilieni.  Tlie  Bey  of  Gasp^  and  tibe 
harbour  are  both  eiflelknft,  and  now  well  known  to  our  fleet 
Bj  the  beginnrng  of  the  month  of  Jtdy,  I  hope  the  river  of 
Qnebee  will  be  as  well  knovm ;  althou^  the  avenion  to  that 
navigation,  and  the  apprehensions  about  it,  are  inconceivably 
great.  If  you  do  business  npthe  river,  you  must  have  small  craft 
and  a  number  of  whalo-boats,  two  at  IcJist  to  eacli  transport. 
Pilots  are  easily  had  for  sloops  and  scliooin^rs  ;  every  tislicriiian 
in  the  river  can  conduct  them  up.  If  you  had  sent  two  large 
empty  cats,'  I  could  have  loaded  them  with  80,000  pounds^  worth 
of  ihe  finest  dried  eod  yon  em  saw ;  but  you  woiA  make  money 
when  it  is  in  yonr  power,  tfaov^  then  ave  sndi  emmptu  befinn 
your  cyeSi  Ae  two  ngiments  are  gone  to  Hall£a,  eaoept  fifty 
or  sixty  recovering  men*  who  followed  the  squadron. 

fVontenac  is  a  great  stroke.  An  offensive,  daring  kind  of 
war  will  awe  the  Indians  and  ruin  the  French.  }31[jck-house<», 
and  a  tremblinc^  defensive,  encourage  the  mean*  st  scouiitlrrLs  to 
attack  us.  The  navy  showed  their  happy  disposition  for  {)lan- 
dcring  upon  this,  as  upon  all  former  occasions,  and  I  indiil^ri  d 
them  to  the  utmost.  I  wish  you  success.  Cauuouade  furiously 
before  yon  attack,  and  don^  let  them  go  on  bi  lines,  but  rather 
Incolnmns: —  ' — '  C3  C3  ^3  CdanemmtrimfKMirlu 
rOrmiehemmii,  VMPagmrti  ^  Bfr. 

Boscawen  is  in  haste  to  get  badL  No  letom  to  Hie  oxpruss  of 
the  sunender  of  Loniabomg.   If  you  will  attempt  to  cut  up 
New  France  by  the  roots,  I  will  come  back  with  pleasure  to 
assist.    I  wish  you  health,  and  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  r^gsidf 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JaiL  Wolfe. 

For  the  present  Wolfe's  work  was  done.  Boscawen  bein^  abont 
to  sail  for  home  in  the  Namur^  Wolfe,  not  receiving  any  orders 
to  the  contrary,  ofiered  to  accompany  him,  leaving  his  officers  and 

■  I  also  oatt  as  repetition  bis  lengthy  report  teBsiringlon. 
'  fhtSBiSfsws,  flaMwttoBMd  bsata 
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men  with  Whitmore,  the  new  Grovemor  of  JLouisbouig,  M,  Drucour  s 
successor  in  the  governorship. 

Not  then  did  Wolfe  know  that  Chatham^s  intention  was  that 
he  sboittd  lenuun  In  North  Ainifficii»  that  he  waa  already  in  the 
great  minister's  eye  as  the  man  w1k>  was  to  cany  out  the  next  and 
final  eomp  fbr  the  masteiy  of  the  continent,  llief  had  a  long 
passage,  hot  it  was  enlivened  towards  the  close  by  the  Nammr  and 
her  eooBort^s  meeting  off  Land''s  End  with  a  French  fleet  of  seven 
men-of-war  lately  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  homeward  bound  like 
themselves.  Wolfe  hoped  for  an  action  which  wonhl  mska  the 
enemy  a  prize,  btit  afler  a  few  shots  had  been  exchanged  the  I  Vench 
got  Hwny  at  night.  On  the  1st  of  November  the  Brihsii  st|uaclrf>n 
anciiored  at  St.  Helens,  and  Wolfe  rowed  across  to  Portsmouth, 
where  he  landed  ou  the  Hard  that  evening. 

To  ma  lAoTHKE. 

Wednaalay  niglit 
Dbab  BCanaif measenger  ia  diapatdhed  to  the  Admiiallj 
with  an  aoooont  of  Mr.  Boaeawen's  arrival,  and  that  <^)portunity 
serves  me  of  lettii^  you  know  that  I  am  safe  ashore,  not\\  ith- 
standing  rocks  currents  and  other  mischiefs  and  perils  of  the 
sea.  Kit  Mason  is  perfectly  well  and  like  to  become  an  able 
mariner  of  which  I  beg  you  to  acquaint  hh  mother.  I  am 
extremely  sorr)'  to  hear  that  my  father  is  not  «>  weU  as  I  wish 
him.    My  duty  to  him. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  alRsctionate  aoot 

Jam:  Worn 
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THE  QUEBEC  COMMAND 

Oh  Wolfe'*s  airival  in  his  nativs  land  after  llie  fanlliant  exploit 
€ff  Loaisbourg  (of  which  he  was  geDcmlly  regarded  as  the  hero)  he 
at  once  wrote  to  the  Gomniaiider-in  CMd^  Laid  ligooiw^ 
furlough.  He  was  anxious  to  see  his  regiment  and  his  regimentaJ 
frionds,  so,  instead  of  going  straight  np  to  Loudon,  posted  off  to 
Salisbury.  Since  his  promotion  to  the  Colonelcy  of  the  67th 
regiment,  the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  liis  old  regiment,  the 
Twentieth,  passed  to  Major  Beckwith,  wiiose  rank  was  given  to 
Captain  Maxwell.  The  Twentieth  was  now  in  Germany,  fighting 
under  Frinoe  Fodiniiid,  and  ihortl j  to  win  dlsdnctian  at  Minden. 
A  few  dajB  later  he  writes  to  Bladdieath* 

To  ms  Faiheb. 

Salisbury,  in'h  November,  1758. 

D£Aa  SiE, — Somebody  told  me  that  you  were  seen  in 
London  within  these  few  days,  which  I  was  particularly  pleased 
to  hear,  because  at  Portsmotith  there  was  a  report  of  your  being 
oat  of  order.  You  might  wdl  eipect  that  I  should  ha^e  been 
to  pay  my  duty  to  you  before  this  tame ;  but  it  seemed  right  to 
wait  for  tiie  Marshal^s  leave  to  go  to  town,  and  nowhere  so 
propedy  as  at  the  rq;iment  His  Excellency  hath  not  done  me 
the  honour  to  answer  my  letter  yet,  and  I  cannot  stir  till  he 
does ;  so  I  must  cr>ntent  myself  with  wifihing  you  and  my  mother 
all  imaginftbk  good. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc 

Jam:  Wolfe. 

The  ezpeeted  le^ive  came  a  few  days  later ;  he  was  ODOe  more  at 
BhK^eath,  revelling  for  a  brief  interval  in  the  open  air  of  the 
park  and  in  his  do{g^  His  ag^  fsither  had  now  only  a  lew  months 
to  live. 

To  Majob  WaiasE  WoLns. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  I  doold  say  tJiat  my  health  was  sodi 
as  a  sokUer  should  bam  Long  passages  and  fi^ggy  weather  have 
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left  their  natural  effects  upon  me.  Hie  people  here  say  I  lcx>k 
well.  No  care  shall  be  wanting  to  get  ready  for  the  next 
canip^iign.  They  can  propose  no  service  to  uie  that  I  shall 
lefiiee  to  undertake^  imlm  where  capacity  is  short  of  the  task. 
We  met  a  sqnadnm  of  homeward-boimd  fVendi  men-of-war»  and 
did  our  utmost  to  engage  them,  thou^  with  inferior  fonoe. 
Their  destruction  would  almost  have  annihilated  the  French 
Dairy.  My  father  looks  well,  and  is  well  for  the  time  of  life ;  and 
my  mother  does  not  complain.  I  hope  you  continue  to  enjoy  a 
share  of  health.  My  father  tells  me  that  he  has  added  some- 
thing to  my  cousin  Gn1flsmith''s  little  income:  his  liberality 
towards  such  of  our  relations  a.s  need  it  is  most  commend  a  l)le.  If 
fortune  smile  upon  us,  I  shall  endeavour  to  follow  his  example. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

J.  WotR. 

But  London  claimed  him*    Althonj^  his  name  was  not 

mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  vote  of  thanks  tendered  to  Boscawen 

and  Amherst,  he  heing  a  subordinate  officer,  yet  in  military  and 
political  circles  he  was  credited  with  the  lion'^s  share  of  the  achieve- 
ment. He  soon  learnt,  however,  that  Pitt  was  rather  disconcerted 
at  his  siiflden  return  with  Boscawen.  On  receiving  the  report  of 
the  fail  of  Louisbourg,  oi-dtu:^  had  been  sent  to  the  young  Brigadier 
to  remain  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  with  a  view  to  his 
assumption  of  chief  command  of  Pittas  next  venture.  These  orders 
had  not  airiTed  when  Wolfe  left.  When  the  Himstei'a  expectations 
had  heen  explained  to  him  after  a  dinner  with  some  military 
frienda,  indndhig  Sackville^  at  White''8  Quh^  he  wrote  at  onoe. 

To  THK  BlOBT  HOMOBABU  WlUJAM  PllT. 

St.  James  St.,  Noi\  22,  1768. 

Sir, — Since  my  arrival  in  town,  I  have  been  told  that  your 
intentions  were  to  have  continnwl  me  upon  the  service  in  America. 
The  condition  of  my  health,  and  other  circumstances,  made  me 
desire  to  return  at  the  end  of  the  campaign ;  and  by  what  my 
Lord  Ligonier  did  me  the  honour  to  say,  I  undentood  it  was  to 
he  sow  General  Amherst  saw  it  in  the  same  light 

I  take  the  freedom  to  acquaint  you  (hat  I  have  no  objection 
to  serving  in  America,  and  particularly  in  the  river  St  Lawrence, 
if  any  operations  are  to  be  carried  on  ther^  The  favour  I  ask 
is  only  to  be  allowed  a  sufficient  time  to  repair  the  injuiy  done 
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to  my  coi^tution  by  the  long  confinement  at  am,  that  I  may 
be  the  bettar  aUe  to  go  throqi^  the  biiiriiiB»  of  the  next 

smnmer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Sir,  you  most  ubedieut  and  most  humble  tiervant, 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

lliia  letter  deared  the  aur»  and  it  also  confirmed  the  great 
HMfMrfiftT  m  his  origiDBl  Uktentions  to  defy  the  daims  of  seniority** 
In  the  impending  campaign.  ''Had  he  cxnrnulted  those  claims 
only,**  says  Stiinhope,  luidhe,  Hkc  many  Mi?n*'-ters  before  nud 
nft(  r  ItiiTi,  thntight  the  Army  List  an  unt  ri  iii^j;  ^uide, — he  niii;lit 
prohiibU  sent  to  Canada  a  veteran  exjK:ru  iir(  ( I  and  brave,  but 

no  loiiNi  r  quick  and  active,  and  might  perhajjs  have  received  in 
retuiii  u  uio&t  eloquent  and  couclubive  apol(^  fur  being  beaten ; 
or  for  standing  stiUl'"  When  he  tmite  the  letter  Wtdfe  mi^^t 
eaeQy  have  supposed  he  wckM  serve  witli  Amhccrt,  then  in 
Amoica;  when  he  leoeived  it  Fitf**  mind  vas  made  up  to  give 
the  leadenliip  of  the  new  project  to  Wolfe. 

Hti  was  confirmed  in  his  choice  by  the  opinion  whidi  the 
officers  who  liad  just  served  with  Wolfe  in  America  entertained  of 
hini.  Not  long  since  a  document  came  to  light  amongst  the 
Colonial  Archives  in  whidi  three  oi  the  most  able  of  the  colonels 
serving  there  applied  to  Pitt  to  retain  Brigadier  Wolfu  as  com- 
niaiid.tr  ill  tiie  St.  Lawrence.  A  plan  of  attack  by  tliat  rivei"  was 
outlined,  together  with  the  forces  necessary.  Amherst  being  now 
Comnwnder-in-Chief  on  the  oomtinent,  the  signatories  to  the  ktter 
strongly  recommended  Wolfe  for  the  command.* 

T^bat  same  evening  in  St  James's  street,  Wolfe  began  an  eptstle 
to  Rickson,  whidi,  however,  he  did  not  finish  then,  but  cairied  it 
with  him  on  the  momnr,  when  he  set  oat  to  rejoin  his  regiment  at 
Salisbury. 

What  he  had  accomplish ('<!  with  the  20th,  Wolfe  hfid  nhciidy 
begun  to  do  with  the  new  regiment  (the  67th)  !k  had  laisid,  and 
of  which  he  was  the  first  Colonel.  Sir  James  Campbell,  v.ho  ten 
years  later  wiis  ui  eoininand  of  the  corps,  marched  them  before 
Count  Butterlin,  the  Russian  Greneral  at  Minorca,  who  expressed 
himsdf  astamdied  at  their  uppearanoe  and  discipline,  as  weU  as 
**the  predsion  and  rsfmlity  with  which  they  performed  their 
evolutioQSL*  **11ie  rq(iment»*  CSampbell  observes,  ''was  on- 
donbtedly  in  a  high  state  of  ^sdpUne;  hot  the  only  merit  whieh 

>  8.  P.^  Colonial  (Aasika  and  West  fiBdiss)  76,  Dec  29, 17M. 
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on  that  nccoimt  was  duo  to  me  was  the  atttntinn  and  strictness 
with  which  I  followed  the  system  which  had  been  mtroduced  by  its 
fomer  colonel,  the  hero  of  Quebec^  ^ 

7b  CoimoL  RicKBOM.' 

My  dbae  FkiBND, — Your  letter^  dated  in  September,  as  well 
as  the  last  you  did  me  the  favour  to  write,  are  both  received,  and 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  I  do  not  re<'koD  Uiat  we  have 
been  fortunato  this  year  in  America.  Our  force  was  so  superior 
to  the  enemy  s  tli;it  we  might  hope  for  greater  success;  but  it 
plLasid  the  Disposer  of  all  things  to  elieek  our  presumption, 
by  j>ennitting  Mr.  Abercromby  to  Inu'ry  on  the  prwipitate 
attack  of  Ticonderoga,  iu  which  he  failed  witli  loss.  By  the 
atuBti<m  of  that  fort,  by  the  superiority  of  our  naval  force 
tbeie,  and  by  the  strength  of  our  armj,  whidi  could  bear  to  be 
weakened  bj  detachments,  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been  no  veiy 
difficult  matter  to  have  obliged  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  to 
have  laid  down  his  amis,  and,  consequently,  to  have  given  up  all 
Canada.  In  another  circumstance,  too^  we  may  be  reckoned 
unlucky.  Tlie  s<]imdron  of  men-of-war,  under  l>c  Chaffmcil, 
failed  in  tin  ir  attempt  to  get  into  the  harbour  of  Louisbonrg, 
where  inevitably  they  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  those  that 
did,  which  must  have  given  an  irretrievable  blow  to  the  marine 
of  France,  and  deliver  Quebec  into  our  hands,  if  we  chose  to  go 
up  and  demand  it. 

Amongst  ouradves  be  it  said,  that  our  attempt  to  land 
where  we  did  was  rash  and  injudicious,  our  success  unei^peeted 

'  Memoirt  of  Sir  Januu  Campbell  <if  Ardkii^Um. 

'  Rickson  afterwards  settled  in  Sootland^  wheie  he  was  highly  esteemed. 
In  1763  he  was  appointed  by  Government  to  fluperintoiid  llie  fornmtion  of 
roads  through  the  shires  of  Dumfries,  Gallosvay,  and  VVigton,  a  du\\  which 
he  performed  with  remarkable  industry  and  talent.  In  1767  he  in  irried 
Enpnemia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Bremner  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
office  of  Quartermaster-General  of  Nortli  Jiritaiu,  thougli  only  with  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  The  Duke  of  Queonsberry  ww  endsavourtng  to 
obtain  a  Colonel's  commission  for  him,  and  the  matter  wn';  Ticarlv  settled, 
when  this  active  and  amiable  offiepr  was  attacked  witli  paraiysisj  and  died 
witkoQt  issne  at  Brouffhtou,  near  Edinburgh,  on  the  19th  July,  1770.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  churchyard  at  Restalrig,  where  a  handsome 
tomb  was  erected  by  his  widow,  who  survived  him  many  years.  The  letters 
addrened  to  him  by  Wolfe  were  discovered  in  fke  vear  1840  in  an  old  military 
chest  supposed  to  cojitain  only  army  reports  and  useless  dorument-s.  Tho 
letters  were  presented  by  tlieir  then  owner,  a  distant  connection  of  Ricksou's, 
to  the  Boeiety  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  in  whose  musenm  at  EdlnlNltgh 
thsynowsre.  8eo  Budumaa's  Qta^gmB,       and  Pnmtl, 
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(Jby  me)  and  undeBmed.   There  was  no  prodigious  exertion  of 
oouragc  in  the  affair ;  an  officer  and  thirty  men  would  have 
made  it  impossible  to  get  ashore  where  we  did.  Our  proceediiigi 
in  other  respects  are  as  slow  nnd  tedious  ^  ns  this  midertaking 
was  ill-advised  nml  (lr>j)(  rate;  but  this  for  your  privntr  iTifonna- 
tion  only.    We  lost  time  at  the  siege,  still  uuire  alter  the 
siege,  and  blundered  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
campaign.    My  Lord  Howe's  death  (who  was  truly  a  great  man) 
kft  the  Army  upon  the  Oontiikeiit  without  life  or  v^jonr.  Has 
defeat  at  Heooderoga  aeemed  to  sti^ify  us  that  were  at 
Looisbouzg ;  if  we  had  talran  the  fint  hint  of  that  repvibe^  and 
sent  early  and  poweiful  succoursy  things  would  have  taken, 
perhaps^  a  difeent  team  in  those  parts  before  the  end  of 
October.    I  expect  every  day  to  hear  that  some  fresh  attempts 
have  been  made  at  Ticonderoga,  and  I  can"'t  flatter  myself  that 
they  have  snrrcfylef],  Tint  from  any  high  idea  of  the  Marcjuis  de 
Montcalnrs  abilities,  but  from  the  very  poor  opinion  of  our  own. 
You  have  obliged  me  much  with  this  little  sketch  of  that 
important  spot ;  till  now  I  have  been  ill-acquainted  with  it. 
Kcadstraet'^  eotff  was  masteily.  He  ii  a  veiy  extmoidinaiy 
man ;  and  if  audi  an  esoellent  offioer  as  the  late  Lord  Howe  had 
the  use  of  Bradstreetli battue  knowledge*  it  would  turn  toagood 
public  account. 

When  I  went  from  hence,  Lord  Ligonier  told  me  that  I  was 
to  return  at  the  end  of  the  campaign ;  but  I  have  learned  since 
I  cmnc  home  that  an  order  is  [rone  to  keep  me  there;  and  I 
have  this  day  sicrnifi*'d  to  Mr.  Pitt  that  he  may  dispose  of  my 
slight  carcass  as  he  pleases,  and  that  I  am  ready  for  any  under- 
taking within  the  reach  and  compass  of  my  skill  and  cunning. 
I  am  in  a  very  bad  condition  both  witli  the  gravel  and  rheumatism, 
but  I  had  modi  taiher  die  llian  dedine  any  kind  of  senrlee  that 
oAba.  If  I  followed  my  own  taste^  it  would  lead  me  into 
Germany;  and  if  my  poor  talent  was  consulted,  th^  would 
place  me  in  the  cavah^,  because  nature  has  given  me  good  eyes, 
and  a  warmth  oi  temper  to  follow  the  first  impressions.  How- 
ever, it  is  not  our  part  to  choose,  but  to  obey.  My  opinion  is, 
that  I  shnll  join  tho  army  in  America,  where,  if  fortune  £biT0UI8 
oui  iorce  and  best  endeavours,  we  may  hope  to  triumph. 

'  1  li<^  engineer  wTio  ilirt'ct«d  the  approaches  [at  Louiabourg]  was  a  very 
foniiiil  iiiau,  of  whosjc  slowuess  Wolfe  aid  not  scruple  ijreatly  to  i-oinplaiu. 
'My  m:ixim,'  said  the  engineeTj  'iS  tlow  and  sure.'  'And  miiin/  iuntantly 
reptirr!  ^v'oife,  <    qiiidc and BOi*— a OBOfih better nisadmt'''--^ 

vol.  Ib6,  p.  1<M. 
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I  have  sail!  more  than  enough  of  myself.  It  is  time  to  turn 
a  little  to  vmir  affairs.  Nothing  more  uiijiist  than  the  great 
rank  lately  thrown  away  upon  little  men,  and  the  good  servants 
of  the  state  n^lected.  Not  content  with  fret^uent  solicitations 
in  jour  behalf  I  writ  a  l^ter  jtnt  belbie  I  cmbailwd,  putting 
my  Loid  Qmga  Sacknlle  in  mind  of  yon,  and  nqumting  his 
protection;  his  great  Imsnen,  or  gnAter  portiiilitici,  htm  made 
him  OTcrkdc  yoor  jurt  pretensions.  If  jou  come  to  town  in 
January,  I  shall  be  there^  end  will  do  you  all  the  service  I  am 
able,  but  Lord  Ligonier  seems  partacularly  d^ermixied  not  to 
lay  the  weight  of  any  one  obligation  on  me ;  so  you  may  hold 
my  pood  inclination  in  hig^her  value  than  my  power  to  assist. 
You  have  my  best  wishes,  and  I  am,  truly. 
My  ilcnr  friend, 

Youi-  ioithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Jammb  Wolr. 

To  •  letter  of  omg^tulatkm  from  one  of  the  oaptains  of  the 
20th,  then  on  the  Ckn^ioanty  h«  wrote — 

To  GAmnt  Fame. 

Dk.ar  Parr, — Yonr  r«  incnibnince  antl  congratulations  ujwn 
my  letiini  to  Eiirt)pe  are  Mi(i>t  acceptable,  and  I  shall  always  ^t 
a  value  upon  your  triendftliip  and  good  opinion.  It  gives  me  the 
utmost  satis&ction  to  hear  of  the  good  behaviour  of  your 
ngiment,  and  I  don^  at  aU  doobt  but  Uiey  wHl  be  itill  more 
dirtiqgmdied  when  iSsef  are  more  tried*  They  aie  led  by  the 
aame  captaina  who  faaye  aanrted  in  estabUsUng  the  aound 
discipline  that  prevails  amongst  you ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
snppose  other  than  the  natural  eifcrts  whenever  it  oomes  to  tiie 
proof.  My  people,  I  find,  are  much  out  of  humour  with  your 
chiefs  T  hope  you  have  no  such  temper  amongst  you.  It  is  my 
fortune  to  be  cursed  with  AmenVrin  service,  yours  to  serve  in  an 
army  conunanded  by  a  (rvpat  and  able  Prince,  where  I  wouici  bavi; 
been  if  my  choice  and  inch  nations  luul  been  consulted.  Our  old 
comrade,  Howe,*  is  at  the  best  trained  battalion  in  all  America ; 
and  his  conduct  in  the  eoume  of  the  last  campaign  corresponded 
entirely  with  the  opinion  we  had  all  entertained  of  him.  His 

*  Lord  Georae  Sackville,  the  Duke  of  Marl  borough  8  bucce^isor  aa  Com- 
mander-in-Cliief  in  Germany. 

t  Sir  WUlismfSllenraidaLordHoim^aftBnnNndstos^ 
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Mkjesly  has  not  a  bettv  soUltfiii  tbon  part%— la^^ 
and  Taliant.  His  brother  was  a  gfeafc  man ;  this  country  has 
produced  nothing  like  him  in  my  time;  his  dfiath  canDot  be 
enough  lamented.  You  must  continue  to  be  upon  good  terms 
with  the  Hanoverian  Guards ;  they  deserve  3^our  estaem.  Yoiu* 
quarters  are  no<^  I  believe,  amongst  the  best,  nor,  I  £ear,  amongst 
the  cheapest. 

The  first  news  that  1  iicarci  at  Portsmouth  was  the  death  of 
BTDowall ;  ^  what  a  loss  was  there  I  I  have  hardly  ever  known 
a  better  Foot  officer,  or  a  better  man, — dear,  firm,  resolute^  and 
eooL  My  health  is  mightily  impaired  by  the  long  coDfincanent 
at  sea.  I  am  going  directly  to  the  Bath,  to  refit  for  another 
campaign.  We  shall  look,  I  imagine,  at  the  fiunous  post  at 
Ticonderoga,  where  Mr.  Abercromby,  by  a  little  soldiership  and 
a  little  patience,  might,  I  think,  have  put  an  end  to  the  war  in 
America,  General  Amherst  thought  the  entrenchments  so  im- 
provefl  as  to  rcfjuire  more  ceremony  in  the  second  attack  than 
the  seai>on  would  allow  of.  You  will  always  have  my  best  wishes. 
I  asked  immediately, — Did  Kingsley's  coaie  into  action  ?  How 
did  they  bdiave  ?  The  answer  was, — There  is  no  doubt  that 
they  wcndd  have  done  well,  but  there  was  no  enemy  to  try  them. 
My  eompliments  to  the  coipe.  I  hope  Grey  has  Us  health,  and 
CSuieton,'  FareyewdL 

I  am,  dear  Parr, 
Your  £uthM  and  obedient  servant, 

J,  W. 

To  Captaut  I'Aua^ 

On  the  day  after  writmg  this  letter  the  men  were  ordered  out 
and  their  commander  inspected  them  for  the  last  time.    He  then 

bade  them  farewell,  hoping  they  would  confhict  themselves  in  his 
absence  so  as  reflect  honour  upon  their  oHlt  i  rs  and  credit  upon 
themselves.  It  was  seen  then  that  he  was  tar  from  well ;  his  pallor 
was  particularly  noted,  aiid  a  lack  of  the  usual  briskness  in  his  gait. 
That  afternoon  he  engaged  a  post-chaise  to  Bath.^    From  lodgings 

*  Alexander  McDowell,  Captain  of  the  Grenadier  Company  of  AaSOA. 
>  Thomas^  yeiuger  brother  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Guy  Carleton. 

*  It  may  mm  well  to  correct  the  impresrion  which  inrerails  in  toma 
quarters  concerning  Wolfe's  residence  at  Ikitli.  Tlie  house  in  Trim  Street, 
where  hia  p&reuts  had  stayed  at  their  last  visit,  ww  only  takea  &x  a  seaaon, 
■ad  not  yet  porchaaed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


40G   LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 


m  Queen  Square,  then  on  1h»  ynaj  outakirto  of  tho  town,  be  wrote 
two  dayslatei^ 

To  Hia  Father. 

9tk  Dmmlbtt,  17A 
DsAB  SiB»<— 'If  I  bad  not  been  uranmhling  over  tbe  ooontiy, 

jon  should,  by  this  time,  have  known  my  state  and  condition. 
A  man  can^t  write  well  till  he  gets  into  his  lodgings ;  nor  is  one 
much  inclined  to  write  with  self  only  for  a  subject.  I  find  a  Usw 
acquaintnnces,  but  tio  friends  since  Goorgc  Wardo  went  away. 
This  is  my  thinl  day  at  Bath.  My  cont  iniiaiirc  lu  re  will  be  no 
longer  than  is  pleasant,  and  as  lonc^  jui  it  is  either  Ubcful  or  con- 
venient. I  have  got  in  the  square,  to  be  more  at  leisure,  more 
in  the  air,  and  nearer  the  country.  The  women  are  not  remark- 
able, nor  the  men  ndtfaer ;  however,  a  man  must  be  vaj  baid  to 
please  if  he  does  not  find  some  that  will  suit  bim*  Cheerfulness 
and  good  humour  recommend  as  strongly  to  some  tempers  as 
qualities  of  a  stronger  cast  There  axe  a  number  of  people  that 
inquire  after  you  and  my  mother,  and  some  that  wi^  you  well 
wherever  jon  are.  I  hope  health  and  tranquility  will  be  with  yoo. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wolfs. 

Perhaps  it  was  just  after  penning  tbe  fbiegoing  tbat  WolM 
interest  in  bis  neigbboois  at  Bath  wis  quickened  hj  meeting  again 
with  the  joung  ladj  who  bad  so  captuNd  his  frncy  a  year  b^nre. 
He  was  now  a  hero  by  general  consent,  and  (  jiecially  so  in 
the  eyes  of  the  fair  sex.  Miss  Lowther  was  at  Bath  with  her 
motluT,  the  widow  of  Robert  T/Owther,  Esq.,  formerly  Governor  of 
Barbados,  and  j)erhaps  acrompanied  by  her  brother,  Sir  James. 
Our  hero  must  have  thrown  hnnseif  into  the  courting  of  this  lady 
with  his  usual  ardour,  but  the  siege  wa-s  suddenly  interru]jted  by  a 
message  from  the  Secretary  of  State  summoning  the  young  soldier 
to  Hayes.  He  went,  and  tiieie  he  zeodved  from  Pitt  the  command 
of  the  caqpedition  to  Quebec,  and  a  full  statement  of  the  minister^ 
intentions.  Fnm  he  rode  over  to  BlackheaHi,  whence  be 

wrote  his  friend,  Warde,  now  lieutenant^Colond,  in  very  guarded 
terms— 

7b  Colonel  Geo&uk  Waaue. 

Blai&lnsdi^  nth  Dton^,  im. 
Mr  mtAM  CoLONKC, — I  need  not  ask  you  if  yon  desire  to 
serve    I  know  your  indinations  in  that  respect;  bat  let  me 
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knoiv  if  I  limy  mciitio!i  you  for  distant,  difficult,  and  disagreoable 
serv'ic* ,  ^urh  as  retjuires  all  your  vSpirit  and  abilities.  Tis  not 
the  IikIu  s,  which  is  as  much  as  I  can  say  directly  ;  but  if  the 
empioyuieut  ot  Adjutant- General,  or  perhaps  of  Quartermaster- 
General  to  a  very  hazardous  enterprise  be  to  your  taste,  there 
are  people  who  would  he  eztremely  glad  of  your  aaiirtaiice. 
Thef<e  is  no  immediate  advantage  arising  firom  it.  That  of 
being  useful  to  the  pnblic  at  the  expense  of  your  health  and 
constitution,  is  an  aigument  that  cannot  be  strongly  urged. 
Write  to  me  by  return  of  post,  and  send  your  letter  to  llie  Bath, 
where  it  will  find  me. 

I  am  ever  your 

Faithful  friend, 

J.  WOLFK. 

On  the  illst  he  was  bade  again  at  Bath  to  renew  his  oourtship, 
and  to  set  forth  his  views  for  the  minister^  benefit,  whidi  he  did 
three  days  later — 

7b  THE  Bight  Hon.  William  Per. 

Sir, — In  a  packet  of  letters  from  North  America,  there  are 
two  which  contain  some  interesting  circumstances,  as  they  throw 
a  light  upon  the  state  of  men'*s  minds  in  those  parts.  They  are 
n  confirmation  to  mc  of  iho  tliorough  aversion  conceivctl  by  the 
marine  of  this  country  against  navigating  in  the  river  St. 
Lawrence.  The  letters  are  from  two  gontleiiien  recommended 
to  act  as  Assistant  Quartermasters-General,^  and  do  in  some 
measure  point  out  tlie  hardy,  active  disposition  of  the  men. 
I  will  add,  from  my  own  knowledge,  tbat  the  ssoond  naval 
olBcer*  in  command  there  is  vastly  unequal  to'  the  weight  of 
business ;  and  it  is  of  the  first  importaiM»  to  the  country  tiiat  it 
doth  not  frdl  into  such  hands.  Mr.  Caldwell  in  autumn  proposed 
to  attempt  bringing  off  the  pilots  from  the  Isle  aux  Coodres,  after 
the  French  fleet  came  down,  or  was  supposed  to  be  come  down 
the  river.  Ilie  seeming  danger  of  the  enterprise,  and  other 
causes,  put  a  stop  to  so  great  ao  uudertaking. 

*  lieutenants  Caldwell  and  Leslie,  then  at  Lomalioiug. — Chatham  Corre- 
spondence,  vol.  i.  pp.  .'^1-4.  A  letter  from  Leslie  conocniiiig  the  battle  of 
(Quebec  has  rucetiUy  come  to  ligliU    See  Appendix. 

*  Bear-Adnunl  Dmellj  who  aflerwetds  justified  Wolft's  poor  opinion 
of  hbn. 
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W  hat  Ciildwcll  observes  in  regards  to  the  fleet's  ancboring  at 
the  Isle  Bic  is  certainly  very  proper.  A  squadron  of  eight  or 
ten  sail  stationed  there,  in  the  earliest  opening  of  the  river  would 
eiectiutty  prevent  all  relief ;  and  it  woold  be  a  toy  eaayr  tiibg 
fiir  the  ranaiader  of  that  aqoadnm  to  puah  a  fiigate  or  tmo,  and 
as  many  sloofps,  op  the  river,  even  as  hi^  as  the  Isle  of  Orleans, 
with  pn^r  people  on  board  to  acquire  a  fsertain  knowledge  of 
the  navigatioiif  in  readiness  to  pilot  such  men-of-war  and  trat»' 
ports  as  the  commanders  should  think  fit  to  send  up,  after  the 
junction  of  the  whole  fleet  at  Isle  Bic.  Nor  docs  there  npprar 
any  great  risk  in  detatcliifit^  the  North  American  squadron  to 
that  station,  as  it  is  liardly  piokible  that  a  force  equal  to  that 
squadron  could  be  sent  from  Europe  to  force  Lheir  way  up  to 
Quebec,  beeaisae  It  is  a  hundred  to  one  if  aoch  a  fleet  keeps 
together  m  that  early  season ;  and  if  they  were  together^  it  la 
neit  to  a  certainly  that  they  woold  be  in  a  vciy  poor  condition 
foe  action.  Besides,  it  would  effectually  answer  our  purpose  to 
engage  a  Fmadtk  aquadron  in  that  river,  even  with  the  superiority 
of  a  ship  or  two  on  their  side,  seeing  that  th^  must  be  shattered 
in  the  aagagement,  and  in  the  end  destroyed. 

•  •••••• 

If  the  enemy  cannot  pass  the  squadron  stationed  in  the  river, 
and  push  up  to  Quebec,  a  few  «iiips  nf  war  and  frigates  would  do 
to  convoy  the  transports  from  I  In  Isle  Bic  to  Qnelx-'c,  and  to 
a^Mirtt  in  Llic  u[>ciaLit>!ih  of  the  tuiiipaign  ;  and,  in  tliis  case,  the 
groiib  of  the  fleet  remaining  at  the  laic  Bic  is  at  hand  to  prevent 
any  attempt  upon  Louisbouxg  or  Hali£uc ;  whereas,  if  the  whole 
went  up  to  Quebec,  intelligenoe  would  be  long  in  getting  to 
them,  and  their  return  in  proportion.  You  mnst  excuse  the 
freedom  I  have  taken,  both  in  writing  and  sending  the  endoaed 
papers.  If  you  see  one  useful  hint  in  either,  my  intent  is  fully 
answered;  if  not,  I  bcg  yoQ  will  bom  them  without  any  ftnther 
notice. 

I  beg  to  be,  Sir,  etc., 

J.  Wolfe. 

There  is  an  interesting  letter  extant  from  Lord  Heathfidd 
(then  Colonel  Elliott),  who  was  at  this  time  at  Bath,  and  who  was  a 
mutual  friend  of  both  Wolfe  and  George  Warde,  but  especially  of 
the  latter.  To  Elliott  Warde  wrote  telHnt,'  hrni  that  he  had 
received  an  intimation  from  \\'olfc  of  the  expedition  nnd  m\  oflfer 
to  accompany  him  in  it,  and  that  he  had  decided  to  accept,  but 
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feared  official  permission  would  he  withheld.  In  his  reply  Elliott, 
whose  attitude  towards  the  brilliant  officer,  his  junior  in  years,  was 
probablv  shared  by  most  of  the  aristocratic  guards  and  cavaiiyiiieil 
of  the  diay  (Towushend  was  aa  example)  replies — 

Tlie  gabjeet  is  not  imezpected  by  me,  as  I  kneir  "WMPb 
cphiioii,  tboDC^  be  baa  not  opened  bis  lips  to  me  about  any 
particalar  service.  He  will  osrtainly  oommand,  and  by  bis  own 
acooont  I  should  imagine  bim  Hell  prepared;  whi<^  will}  of 
course,  make  the  campaign  agreeable  to  his  friends,  and  no 
doubt  vocy  instructive.  At  all  events,  ^  better  than  Scotch 
quarters  or  an  iU-digested  project  on  the  coast  of  fiance. 

To  Warde  thus  writes  Wolfe  the  day  after  Christmas — 

To  Colonel  GEoiuic:  Waade. 

Boh,  itawMiw  aefh,  irn. 

Mt  dbaa  IkiBviv— I  bave  told  tbe  leading  men  that  if  th^ 
ehaige  a  young  soldier  wi&  weighty  matton  tbey  must  give  bim 
the  best  assistance.  I  know  none  better  than  those  I  took  the 
freedom  to  mention,  and  if  there  be  any  obstacle  on  the  side  of 

Government  I  shall  desire  to  be  excused  from  taking  the  first 
part.  Another  circumstance  might  obhge  me  to  decline  these 
dangerous  honours,  viz.  any  situation  of  affairs  that  might  make 
it  disagreeable  for  you  and  another  friend  to  engage  in  this 
business  with  mc  The  readiness  you  express  encourages  me  to 
hope  that  our  united  eflbrts  may  at  least  be  usefbl.  Nothing 
sball  be  pressed  upon  you,  altboo^  I  know  of  nothing  tbat  yoo 
need  dedine.  We  shall  meet  in  London  towards  tbe  middle  of 
next  week,  and  talk  tbe  matter  over;  till  then  I  bid  you 
ftiewelL 

I  am,  as  ever,  etc., 

J.  Worn 

Lieut.-Colonel  Warde  did  not  accompany  the  expedition  to 
Quebec.  Sent  instr  ul  to  Germany,  he  distinguished  Liiiisdf  in 
various  cngageniuiiU  during  the  rcinainder  of  the  war.  lie  wjuj 
an  ex(%llent  r^mentcd  officer,  aad  brought  the  4th  Dragoons  to  so 
bi|^  a  state  of  discipline  that  George  III,  wbenever  he  reviewed 
tbe  cotps^  invariably  complimented  tbeir  lient-Coilond.  In  177S 
be  was  promoted  to  tbe  oolondcy  of  tbe  14tb  Drsgoons^  sobse- 
quently  was  cdcmel  <rf  the4th  Dragoon  Ghiaids,  and  passed  throngb 
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the  several  i!:rados  to  the  raiiks  of  General.  In  1792  he  was 
appointed  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  Ircland,  where  he  devoted 
much  of  his  attention  to  bringing  the  cavalry  into  a  perfect  condi- 
tion for  active  servioe.  Genenl  Waide  mm  oomudered  the  fint 
cavalry  officer  of  his  time,  and  introdaced  what  is  known  as  the 
Waidonian  system  of  discipline.  He  disliked  sk>w  movements,  and 
when  seventy  years  of  age,  frequently  led  his  men  acmes  the 
country,  over  hedges  and  ditches,  to  the  great  man  el  of  spectatork 
After  losing  her  husband  and  her  son,  Mrs.  Wolfe  found  in 
Greneral  W.irde  a  faithfiil  friend  and  sound  ad\nscr;  and  appointed 
him  her  principal  executor.  He  died,  unmairied,  on  the  11th 
of  March,  1803,  and  was  interred  at  St,  Mary's  Abchurch, 
Loudon.^ 

Besides  Warde,  the  newly-appointed  commander  also  wrote  to 
several  other  of  his  friends,  as  he  particularly  desired,  he  said,  to 
have  the  power  of  choosing  his  own  staff.  '  We  have  seen  how  he 
wished  Curleton  to  accompany  him  to  Lonishouig,  and  how  the 
King  had  drawn  his  pen  through  that  officer''s  name.  He  now 
proposed  that  Carleton  accompany  him  as  Quartermaster  Gene  ral. 
But  the  King  had  not  so  ill  a  memory  as  to  forget  Carleton's  incUs- 
creet  allusion  to  his  belovetl  Hanoverians.  On  the  12th  of  January 
Wolfe's  commission  a^s  Major  (  icneral  was  J?i{:^cd.2  Soon  afterwards 
he  drew  up  the  namws  of  his  ciioseu  officers  and  submitted  them  to 
Pitt  and  J^jrd  1  Jgonier.  The  list  included  Colonel  Carleton.  Once 
again,  the  inveterate  old  monarch  promptly  drew  his  pen  through 
the  name,  and  refdsed  to  sign  his  commission.  In  the  royal  doseb 
ligonier  twice  represented  that  it  was  the  Minister'*s  express  wiah. 
Bat  to  no  purpose^  until  Htt,  insisting  on  a  third  attempt,  added, 

'  " '  In  his  seventy-eighth  your,  in  the  liternl  as  well  as  the  titular  sense 
of  the  words,  the  Jt^ht  Uonourable  General  Warde.  of  inviolable,  disinterested 
integrity,  pablie  and  private.  Colonel  of  tha  41li  DmNm  Guards,  wbiiaa 
bcnefactinus  were  scarcely  ks<^  secret  than  exteodvB.'  (MnlfanMn't  Mofagifm, 
vol.  htxiii  p.  202.)  "^WriKht,  p.  476. 

*  "The  origtnal  of  WoUb's  commlwwon  as  Mijor-GeoeFBl,  etc.,  dated 
*,riiinir.  12,  1759,'  is  not  in  lienteuaut^olonel  Warde's  possession. 
Wright  thinks  it  was  sent  to  the  War  Office  by  Mrs.  Wolfe,  and  never  re- 
turned to  lier.  It  eppeen  tlistin  making  oat  the  wamnt  for  tiie  peyment  of 
tin  ~t.ifT  (  iii[i1oyed  in  the  exptHlitioii  to  (^  n  lirr,  which,  by  the  way,  was  not 
till  ir'ebruary  1761,  no  record  of  Wolte's  appoiutmeats  could  be  traced  in 
either  the  Seeretary  of  State's  or  the  War  Uffiee.  The  infonnelity  is  ebrted 
to  r  arisen  from  Mr.  Pitt'^  ing^  delivt  -cil  tlie  conimixsion  to  Wolfe 
before  r^ftsteriiig  it  in  his  owu  departmeut.  aud  to  Wolfe's  having  omitted  to 
enter  it  at  ^e  Wm  Oflloe.    (Letter  to  Mrs.  Wolie  frooi  her  agcut,  Mr. 

mv.K  TisliLT,  dated  'Axe  Yard,  Wsitminslw,  XWh  Fatainiary,  1761i' 
Extaut  at  S^uerryes  Court.)"— Wright. 
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"  And  tell  his  Majesty  liktwiiie,  that  in  order  to  render  anv  Goneral 
completely  respimsiblc  for  his  conduct,  he  should  be  iiiacie,  a.s  far  as 
poarible,  ineictmUe^  if  he  iftiould  fidl;  and  that,  consequently, 
whatever  an  officer  entrusted  with  a  servioe  of  ocmfidence  re- 
qnestB  ahonkl  be  complied  with.**  Hie  King  dgned  Cerleton^s 
oommission.^ 

There  was  still  an  awkward  predicament  awaiting  the  new 
Ccmunander-in-Chief  of  the  expedition  against  Quebec  The  accept- 
ance of  such  rank  and  duties  involved  expenses  which  he  was  ill 
able  to  afford.  The  honours  awarded  him  were  brevet  himours. 
In  England  he  wan  still  only  Colonel  Wolfe,  which  did  not  carry 
much  moMctury  reward.  In  an  age  when  every  backstairs  courtier 
could  ainass  huge  wealth,  .£^2  a  day  was  considered  adequate  pay 
for  a  major-gencnJ  of  the  anoy.  Hie  pay  of  a Gommaiider-iii-dief 
(audi  as  Ambeist)  was  ^0  a  day,  yet  although  now  AinhftHit  was 
hi  practioe  to  play  second  fiddle  to  Wolfe  in  North  America,  yet 
Wolfe  was  regarded  as  nominally  serving  under  that  generaL 
There  existed,  however,  a  precedent  for  granting  a  special  sum  for 
oontingendes  when  any  officer  was  appointed  to  lead  an  expedition. 
Aware  of  this,  Wolfe  sought  Lord  Barrington,  tlic  Secretary  at 
War,  and  explainefl  that  what  he  di  iiiHiuled  was  for  a  public,  not 
a  private,  purjxi^e.  "He  asked  nothing  for  himself,'"  he  said, 
accorduig  to  Barrington,  "that  he  had  no  money  himself,  but  he 
could  borrow  some  of  his  father  so  that  he  should  not  be  distressed ; 
that  perhaps  I  should  not  think  it  nnreasonahle^  however,  to  allow 
him  some  public  money  to  definay  a  necessary  public  expense.  I£s 
modesty  toadied  me ;  I  acknowledged  the  equity  ctf  what  he  said, 
and  procured  a  warrant  signed  by  the  late  King  for  ^500.  Witil 
this  sum  Mr.  Wolfe  declared  himself  perfectly  satisfied.  How- 
ever, I  told  him  that  if  he  should  be  obliged  to  expend  a  still 
larger  sum,  over  and  above  his  pay,  I  would  move  the  King  to 
allow  it." 

In  this  inhtiince  Wolfe's  arguments  overlcapt  the  vexatious 
official  barrier.  But  he  wjus  not  so  successful  in  other  requests. 
Pohtical  patronage,  as  represented  by  Pittas  colleague,  the  Duke  of 
NewcB8tl%  was  aghast  at  the  idea  of  turning  ail  these  captains, 
colonels  and  majors  into  colonels,  generals,  and  major-generals 
without  patronage  being  consulted,  and  merely  on  account  of 
merit.  So  in  this  point  the  Minister  yielded,  and  all  these  oflioeni 
had  merely  local  rank. 

*  nuamtsonthesQUionlyof  Wood,the  Ui]der<Sscretsi]rof  8tsls» 
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To  MaJOA  ALEXANDK&  MUUAY,^ 

London,  January  28, 17fi0.. 

Dbab  MmuLAT, — I  wish  it  wm  as  much  in  my  power  to  assist 
you  as  I  am  indined  to  da,  and  as  I  know  yon  desem.  In 
speaking  of  the  tnmsaetions  of  our  short  campaign,  it  has 
fiJlen  in  my  way  sometimes  to  do  you  justice ;  the  ooD8e(pi€noe 
of  which  is,  that  you  are  to  command  a  little  battalion  of 
GrenadionB,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  America. 
This  is  an  honour  and  a  distinction  leading  to  more  solid 
advant^tjes,  for  whicli  the  best  foundation  is  laid  ;  and  if  for- 
tune favour  our  good  inclinations  and  our  iniitcd  efforts,  it 
shall  be  confirmed  to  you  as  you  would  w  ixh.  Boscawen  has 
been  pushing  for  Mr.  Hussey,  and  has  audi  immoderate  weight 
that  I  consider  he  will  succeed.  I  have  spoke  to  the  Marshal 
upon  it,  and  begged  he  woidd  reflect  and  conrider  how  mortify- 
ing a  drcomstanoe  this  must  be  to  a  man  of  honour  and  service, 
older  in  rank  and  experience  than  the  gentleman  in  question. 
Such  a  torrent  of  family  interest,  and  the  merits  of  Mr.  Bos- 
cawoi^s  services,  bears  down  justice  itself  before  it.  My  poor 
ertdeftvoTirs  to  serve  you  nmv  be  useful  in  some  re^wcta^  thou^ 
I  am  afraid  they  will  be  very  ineffectual  in  this. 

We  shall  have,  if  we  can  get  together,  a  powerful  fleet,  and 
an  active,  vigorous  army,  formidable  from  their  spirit  and 
experience  more  than  from  their  numbers.  Witli  this  force  we 
ahaU  assist  General  Amhenf^  operations  in  the  mm  St.  Law- 
rence. The  Fteodk  are  anning  in  all  their  ports  with  a  view  to 
the  preservation  of  their  coloniee,  and  will  endeavour  to  throw 
in  succours  and  provisions  &irly  in  the  year.  I  hope  to  be  with 
you  in  May,  and  find  you  in  health,  with  reaolations  equal  to 
the  task  that  has  fidlen  to  our  share. 

I  am,  dear  Munay,  etc, 

J.  Wolfe. 

He  was  ever  ready  to  give  his  voice  fat  merit,  as  the  following, 
amongst  other  letters,  shows. 

To  Caftadi  SiAEinr.* 

[Blackheath,  December  17^.(?)] 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  written  by  this  post  to  Lord  George 
Sack^ille  to  let  him  know  that  you  have  served  witib  me  at  the 

^  *'  Major  Murray  had  not  onl}'  srrf  ntly  distinguished  himselfat  Louishonrg, 
but  had  been  actively  euifaffed  fur  three  or  four  years  previously  iu  America, 
where  he  still  remained. '^—Wri^ht. 

*  Of  the  iUiTBl  ArtUlery. 
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seigo  of  Louisbourg,  and  that  I  had  the  g^^test  reason  to  be 
satisiied  with  every  part  (^f  your  conduct.  If  this  testimony  be 
of  any  use  to  you,  I  am  ghid  you  put  it  in  my  power  to  give  it. 

Nothing  pleases  me  so  much  as  to  do  justice  to  the  geiitiemeu 
who  have  distinguished  themadves  under  my  command ;  and  if 
it  weie  as  easy  to  reward  as  to  piaise,  they  should  hm  no 
reason  to  complain. 

I  am^  dear  Sir,  ke^ 

Jambb  Worn 

Wolfe,  having  enrte  blanche  from  Pitt,  chose  two  men  to 
form  his  staff'  that  he  knew  he  could  rely  upon.  At  the  head  of 
the  hrst  brigade  he  resolveil  to  put  the  Hon.  Robert  Monckton, 
second  son  of  the  first  Viscount  Galway,  a  young  and  capable 
colonel  who  had  previously  earned  distinction  in  America  and 
eondaeted  the  difficult  and  painfiil  ezpukion  of  the  Acadiaiis  with 
much  tact  Hie  third  brigade  was  gtvttk  to  the  Hon.  James 
Hurray,  son  of  the  fixirth  Loid  Elibank,  of  whose  conduct  at 
Louisbourg  Wolfe  had,  as  we  have  seen*  entertained  a  high 
opinion.  These  were  Wolfe^s  own  special  men ;  but  Pitt  had 
intimated  that  there  was  a  promising  colonel,  heir  to  a  fieimous 
political  house,  who  woidd  gladly  serve  under  him,  He  recom- 
mended the  appointnu  lit  of  Colonel  the  Hon.  George  Townshend. 
Tlie  character  of  tins  aristocratic  soldier  had  been  presente<i  in 
varying  lights,  l  or  some  years  he  had  been  out  of  tlie  army, 
owing  to  a  quarrel  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  whose  aide-de- 
camp  he  then  was;  but  lie  had  served  in  most  of  the  campaigns  in 
which  Wolfe  had  figoied  of  the  Seven  Yean'  War.  A  sarcasttc 
manner,  an  egregious  sclf-sufBdency  and  a  showy  person  obscured 
such  valuable  qualities  as  he  possessed.  Latterly  he  had  taken  to 
politics,  supporting  Pitt  with  the  Militia  Bill,  which  Townshend 
intnxluced  in  the  House  of  Common*?.  On  the  fall  of  Cumberland 
and  his  succession  by  Ligonicr,  Townshend  returned  to  the  army, 
was  given  the  rank  of  colonel  and  mnde  aide-de-camp  to  the  King. 

He  seems  to  have  been  anxious  for  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
tinguish himself  in  war,  and  Wolfe  could  hardly  fail  to  be 
impressed  by  the  compliment  of  such  a  man''s  deriring  to  serre 
under  him.  We  find  many  of  Townshend's  friends  re^iiding  his 
action  as  a  condescension.  Sir  Bichard  Lyttdton,  the  Adjutant- 
Gencfal  at  the  War  Office,  writes  in  this  vein :  **  I  congratulate  you 
most  sincerely  upon  the  honour  this  spirited  and  magnanimous 
acceptance  of  yours  will  do  you  in  the  world  as  soon  as  it  becomes 
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known,  and  upon  the  glory  you  -ivill  obtain,  and  I  flatter  myself 
the  short  timo  yon  will  be  absent  and  the  snm\]  risk  you  will 
probably  run  in  this  euterjudse  will  in  some  degree  reconcile  Ladj 
Ferrers  ^  to  it*" 

To  Tovvnshend  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Quebec  expedi- 
tion wrote  a  iraiik  and  cui-diai  letter. 

Woun  lo  TowmHBNik, 

LondoHi  6  Jan.f  1706L 
SiOf — came  to  town  last  night  and  found  the  letter  you 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  write.  Your  name  was  mentioned 
to  mo  by  the  Marshal  and  my  answer  was,  thnt  such  an 
example  in  a  person  of  your  rank  and  character,  could  not  but 
have  the  b<^st  effects  upon  the  troops  in  America  and,  indeed, 
upon  the  whole  military  part  of  the  nation;  and  I  took  the 
fireedom  to  add  that  what  might  be  wanting  in  experience  web 
amply  made  up^  in  an  extmt  of  capacity  and  activity  of  mind, 
tlwt  irouH  find  nothing  difficult  in  our  burineas.  I  am  to  thank 
you  for  tbe  good  opbion  you  have  enterfcained  of  me,  and  for 
the  manner  In  which  you  have  taken  occasion  to  express  your 
ikvourable  sentiments.  I  penuade  myself  that  we  shidl  concur 
heartily  for  the  public  service — the  operation  in  question  will 
require  our  united  efforts  and  the  utmost  exertion  of  every  man^s 
spirit  and  judgment. 

I  conclude  we  are  tu  sail  with  Mr.  Saunders'  squadron.  Till 
then  you  will  do  what  is  most  agreeable  to  yourself.    If  I  hear 
anything  that  concerns  you  to  know — be  assured  of  the  earliest 
intdl^^enoe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

With  the  highest  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  fiuthful  HumUe  servant, 

J.  Worn 

So  far,  therefore,  in  the  relations  between  Wolfe  and  Townshend 
aU  was  well.  Unhappily,  this  cordiality  was  not  destined  to 
continue. 

So  hi^  stands  Wolfe's  name  that,  as  Wright  points  out,  no 
incident  in  his  life  whidi  does  not  accord  with  popidar  estimation 
of  his  character,  is  ever  related  without  a  doubt  and  an  apology. 
But  if  we  have  been  able  in  the%  P^S^  ^  reveal  anything  of 
Wolfe,  and  he  has  been  able  in  his  lettecs  to  reveal  anything  of 

*  Lsdf  Ferms  was  TownshendV  wift. 
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himself,  it  is  that  he  wtis  intensely  hniiian,  subject  to  error,  not 
without  vainglory,  tjuick  of  temper,  sanguine,  emotional,  vehe- 
ment to  a  fault.  In  short,  we  may  with  some  confidence  draw  a 
parallel  between  Wolfe  and  the  only  warrior  in  English  history 
whoae  peculiar  glory  fesemUo  bis,  Nebon,  to  diaoeni  tlie  nine 
fiuiltB  and  the  aame  virtoes  in  eadk  Both  impBtient;  im- 
petuouB:  ndiher  WW  aveiw  to  indii^enee  in  that  fraokiieM  of 
confidence,  mistaken  by  duller  spirits  for  gasconade.  Both  were 
fond  of  ifldies*  society,  both  were  the  idols  of  their  men,  both 
were  reckless  in  danger,  both  utterly  fearless  of  death.  Both 
Wolfe  and  Nelson,  too,  had  that  alertness  of  mind  which  led  them 
fr<:'(]iiently  to  sav  inore  than  they  meant,  more  at  least  than  a 
phleginatic  man  would  have  regarded  as  discreet.  We  may  ea-sily 
believe  the  story  of  the  first  and  only  meeting  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  and  Nelson  in  the  Downing  Street  ante-room,  when  the 
former  formed  his  famous  doable  estimate^  of  Nelson — first  as  a 
"vapouring  and  vainglorions  chariatan,"  and  affcermads  as  "a 
well-informed  officer  and  statesman^  and  "really  a  very  superior 
man.""^ 

Why,  therefore,  should  we  refuse  all  credence  to  the  story,  as 
"  repugnant  to  the  character  of  the  hero,"  which  Lord  Temple 
told  to  Grenvillf*,  and  which,  after  the  lapse  of  a  generation, 
Grenville  told  to  btan}ui|)c,  who  printed  it  with  many  apologies  in 
his  history?  It  must  be  confessed  the  story  is  come  by  in  rather 
a  roundabout  fa-shiou  and  bears  marks  of  heightened  coiuuxing, 
but  by  no  means  deserves  to  be  rejected  tn  toto. 

After  Wolfe^s  appointment,**  we  are  told,  **and  on  the  day 
preceding  his  embarkation  fbr  America,  Pitt,  desirous  of  giving 
his  last  verbal  instructions,  invited  him  to  dinner.  Lord  Temple  v' 
being  the  only  other  guest.  As  the  evening  advanced,  Wolfe, 
heated  perhaps  by  his  own  aspiring  thoughts  and  the  unwonted 
society  of  statesmen,  broke  forth  into  a  strain  of  gasconade  and 
bravado.  He  drew  his  sword,  he  rapped  the  table  with  it,  he 
iiourihhttl  it  round  the  room,  he  talked  of  the  mighty  things  which 
that  sword  was  to  achieve.  The  two  Ministers  sat  aghast  at  an 
exhibition  so  unusual  fi  t*in  aixy  man  of  real  seiii>e  and  real  spirit. 
And  when  at  last  Wolfe  had  taken  bis  leave,  and  his  carriage  was 

^  There  is,  In  hct,  abundant  evidence  that  Nelsnn  not  infrequently 
dnplayed  the  unblushing  and  self-asserting  vaait^  of  a  cliild,  with  all  a 
child's  love  of  praise  and  a  woman's  lovn  of  flattery,  and  that  Lady  Ilnmilton 
U^d  toadniiiiiister  boUi  to  Iiitn  in  abundance.  That  NelsOQ coold, OD  occasionj 
act  SB  an  officer  and  judge  as  ii  statesman^  we  knew  faefim  ths  Dnke's  story 
was  niMle  pnUio.-^  K.  Langhtoo,  p.  807. 
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heard  to  roll  from  the  door,  Pitt  seemed  for  tlie  inonioTit  shaken  in 
his  high  opinion  wliich  his  deliberate  judgment  iiad  tormed  of 
Wolfe ;  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  arms,  and  exclaimed  to  Lord 
Temple,  '  Good  God !  that  I  should  have  entrusted  the  fate  of  the 
country  and  of  the  Administration  to  such  hands  !  ^ 

Now  Temple  wm  liaidly  the  man  to  undcntand  Wolfed  who 
was  piobably  mj  diflerent  from  the  offioen  of  bis  acquaintance^ 
-  who  weie  not  nipposed  to  eifaibit  seal  at  the  diniicr-table^  nor 
any  particular  enthusiasms  nnconnected  with  women*  hone-racing 
and  cards.  He  liimself  was  sedateness  and  apathy  personified. 
As  Pitt  bitterly  (but  anonymously)  wrote  years  afterwards,  when  he 
quarrelled  with  his  brother-in-law,  Temple  "might  have  crept  out 
of  life  with  as  little  notice  as  he  crept  in,  and  gone  off  with  no  other 
de|]^'e  of  credit  than  that  of  adding  a  single  unit  to  the  bills  of 
mortality,"  had  he  not  derived  iustrc  from  his  association  with 
him8el£  Nor  had  Temple  any  very  high  reputation  for  veracity, 
if  his  contemporaries  are  to  be  hdieved,  his  forte  lying  in  mis- 
representing private  oonvermtaons.  Hie  incident  as  it  actually 
occurred  we  take  to  be  this :  Wcdfie,  underotanding  the  situation 
in  Canada  thoroughly,  and  appredating  the  character  and  im- 
portance of  the  work  he  had  to  do,  opened  his  mind  with  great 
freedom,  expressing  the  indignation  he  felt  at  the  bloody  deeds  of 
the  French  and  Indians  and  the  necessity  of  putting  a  stop  to 
the  crimes  committed  against  the  English  colouisbi,  a  subject 
which  might  make  the  bh)o<)  boil  of  any  man  of  sensibility.^  As 
he  related  these  things  and  the  curse  whicii  the  i'l  euck  regime  was 
to  ^^"^  and  liie  Thirteen  Colonies,  we  can  see  colour  mount 
to  his  cheek,  the  flash  of  his  Uoe  eye,  the  vehement  gesture  with 
whidi  he  fortified  his  speech.  When  he  adverted  to  the  task 
accorded  his  own  hands  it  was  the  talk  of  a  soldier— of  a  man  with 
red  blood  in  his  veins.  If  it  was  an  ebullition,'"  it  was  an 
ebullition  resulting  fi-om  the  fire  of  a  heroic  soul.  Temple  cxpcesaly 
stated  to  Grenville  that  Wolfe's  fervour  could  not  have  arisen 
from  any  excess,  as  he    had  pai*taken  most  sparingly  of  wine.''* 

But  it  is  when  we  come  to  Stanhope's  comment  that  we  reaeh 
the  real  misconception  of  the  man  Wolfe.  "  This  story,"  he  says, 
"  confirms  Wolfe's  own  avowal  that  he  was  not  seen  to  advantage  in 
the  common  oocunenoea  of  life,  and  shows  how  shyness  may  at 
intervals  nuih|  m  it  were,  to  the  opposite  extreme.'" 

It  is  perhaps  nnneoessaiy  to  stete  that  Wolfe  made  no  avowal 

1  Stanhope,  iriitefy  ffA^teMt. 
>  See  his  letter,  ml$,  p.  m 
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in  this  se!ise,  so  remolc  from  the  truth.  As  to  his  shyness  in  the 
presence  of  Chatham,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  a  mnn  who  dined 
and  conversed  freely  with  such  men  a-s  the  Duke  of  l^  tiford,  the 
Duku  of  Richmond,  Lord  Shelbume,  Lord  George  Stickville  and 
Lord  Blandfuixi,  who  was  regarded  with  prodigious  favour  in 
munerout  drawing^zooma,  and  had  just  courted  successfully  one  of 
the  haodMiiwst  and  nuMt  fiahiomMe  young  women  of  tiie  day, 
oodd  have  been  quite  overpowered  and  abashed  even  by  a  prime 
minister. 

Cliatham,  full  of  theatricality  though  he  was,  did  not  really 
misinterpret  Wolfe.  He  knew  the  difference  between  unselfish  zeal 
and  madness.  But  his  colleague,  Newcastle,  who  probably  got  wind 
of  the  story,  could  not  fathom  such  patriotic  eutliusjjisni  not  based 
on  the  hope  of  tangible  reward.  He,  too,  could  Ix-  p:uilty  of 
eitravagant  conduct,  as  when  he  flung  himself  down  on  his  knees 
before  royalty  and  burst  into  tears,  but  it  was  when  his  own 
power  was  threatened.  He  ran  to  teU  the  King  that  Wolfe  was 
mad.  Geoige  was  not  without  sagacity  and  biting  wit  at  times. 
'^Mad,  is  he?"  he  retorted  grimly,  thinking  of  the  iailuies  of  ^ 
Mofdaunt,  Loudoun,  Abefcromble  and  his  own  son,  Cumberland ; 
*'  then  I  hope  he  will  bite  some  of  my  other  generals  !  ^  Madness 
of  that  kind  is  a  virtue  in  war,  as  his  Majesty  well  knew,  and 
though  Wolfe  never  bit  the  iG^encrals,  he  had  nlrofirly  inoculated  a 
dozen  lesser  officers  with  the  virus.  It  is  no  extravagance  to  assert 
that  Wolfe's  iiifhience  on  the  British  Army  was  visible  on  the 
field  of  Waterloo. 

Turning  to  Wolfe's  correspondence,  iiothiug  could  be  more 
mtioiial  and  modest  than  the  hc^ies  and  plans  expressed  in  the 
epistle  to  his  unde  less  than  three  weeks  before  he  sailed. 

7b  Majod  Waltee  Woltk. 

London,  January  1759. 
Dear  Sir, — You  hfid  a  right  to  expect  to  hear  from  me 
i^ooner  and  I  am  to  blame  that  you  'lid  not.  These  omissions 
of  mine  are  too  frequent  even  with  tliose  1  love  and  honour 
most.  Mr.  Lynch  delivered  nie  your  letter  and  proceeded 
directly  to  North  America,  where  in  the  course  of  the  campaign 
I  doubt  not  he  will  6nd  nn  opeuiiig.  Oar  foree  is  considerable 
upon  that  continent  and  enoept  the  Gairisoos  of  Louisbouigand 
HaBfla  will  oU  be  employed  this  year,  and  as  eariy  as  possible. 
If  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  finds  means  to  baifle  our  efforts 
aaothersununer,hemay  be  deemed  enable  officer;  or  the  colony 
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has  Tomurce%  that  we  know  nothing  of:  or  our  Generals  arc 
worse  thin  usual.    We  had  Canada  in  our  hands  last  year;  with 
commoii  prudence  on  one  liide,  and  a  little  spirit  of  enterprise 
on  the  other,  it  appears  to  me  that  Abereruiubj'  might  have  cut 
off  tibo  tfwniyV  HBUiBftt  ftwn  Ticoodcroga^  Mid  in  iKs  4nd  ftwctd  , 
them  to  lay  down  thdr  mmm,  U  Um  adge  of  Louiflboiiig  had 
been  puafaed  with  vigour,  Quebec  would  bafe  fidlen.  The  F^eneh 
are  arming  in  ell  their  porte;  their  object,  no  doubt,  is  the 
defence  of  Canada;  ours  to  attack  it,  and  the  fleet  for  that 
eervice  is  formidable.  I  am  to  act  a  greater  part  in  this  bueinew 
than  I  wished  or  desired.    The  Kackwardness  of  some  of  the 
older  officers  has  in  some  mea'^ure  forcetl  the  Government  to 
come  down  so  low.    I  shall  do  my  best,  and  leave  the  rf*st  to 
fortune,  jis  perforce  we  must  when  there  are  not  the  most  eoni- 
nianding  abilities.    We  expect  to  sail  in  about  three  weeks.  A 
Londcm  life  and  little  esoedie  dimgwee  entiidy  with  me^  but 
the  eea  etOl  more.  If  I  have  healtii  and  eoBiUtuUoB  enough 
for  the  campaign,  I  ihall  think  myeelf  a  IxMokj  nuun;  what 
happens  afterwaids  is  <^  no  great  coneecpiflDfle* 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc, 

J.  Wom 

It  was  now  time  for  Wolfe  to  depart.  We  shall  probably 
never  know  what  parting  scene  took  plaoi  between  Miss  Lowther 
and  himself,  and  so  cannot  judge  whether  the  description  given  by 
CluulmJohiiitoiie  In  CAry«a/ lutfaiqf  meant  of  Johnstone, 
as  a  Limerick  man,is  bdkved  to  hm  had  a  pcnoiisl  aoqaaintanee 
with  the  Wolfe  femilj.  Hesaj^- 

As  soon  as  he  had  recovered  from  the  softness  into  which  his 
mother's  tenderness  had  melted  him,he  w«it  directly  to  his  mistress. 
She  received  him  with  the  freedom  proper  in  their  present  situation, 
bnt  soon  p^rceivo<1  an  alteration  in  his  coiirttonance,  that  showed 
her  his  licart  \vas  not  at  ease.  This  aianned  her  tender  fern's. 
*  What/  said  slie,  looking  earnciitly  at  Inm,  *  CAn  make  a  trouljK^ 
gloom  overcast  that  lace,  where  hopes  and  happiness  have,  lor 
some  time,  brightened  every  smile  ?  Can  anything  have  happened 
to  distmb  the  prospect  so  pleasing  to  nsP  Gsn  yoa  feel  a  grief 
that  yon  think  me  unworthy  or  mmfale  to  dine  with  joaf  It 
most  be  so;  that  feint,  Ihat  labomd  smile  beteayi  iiie  shsknem  of 
your  heart,' 

««Oh,deafest  wish  of  my  heart,' nplied  he^  tekii^  her  hmid 
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J-iviH  a  MiHialttre  by  Cwiintit,  in  thf.  ponMuion  of  Omernl  Wotft  until  tk<  ttt     kii  dealA, 
and  noie  vtennl  fry  LoM  Bt'rHard,  of  Raby  Ctutlt 
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and  klssinrr  it  in  ecstiisv,  'how  shall  I  merit  such  perfection  P  It 
is  in)|iossible ;  I  am  unworthy;  but  let  my  soul  thank  HeAvcu  for 
blessing  it  with  this  opportunity  of  rising  nearer  to  u  k  vcl  with 
your  virtues — a  hope  that  will  soften  ike  severity  of  absence,  and 
make  the  dekj  of  happinesB  teem  ahorter.* 

«*«in^t  canst  tfaoa  mean?*  said  she, a  jealous  doubt  alarm- 
ing her  delieacjr*  'D^yl  I  undeiBtand  thee  nott  I  urge 
notr 

"'Mistake  not,  O  my  love,  the  inconsi.stencies  which  anguish 
extorts  from  my  bleeding  heart.  How  can  I  say  it  ?  Our  happiness 
in  d(  layorl — delayed  but  to  be  more  exalted.    Honour,  the  service 

of  my  country,  call.' 

«*  And  am  I  to  be  left?' 

***But  for  a  time,  a  little  time,  the  pain  of  which  shall  be 
overpaid  by  the  joy  of  meeting,  never  to  part  again.  Ob,  spare 
mj-heart,  restrain  those  tears;  I  am  not  worthy,  I  am  not  proof 
to  such  a  trIaL  The  interest,  the  gloiy  of  my  country  demand 
my  service^  and  my  gndous  master  has  honouied  me  with  a  station, 
In  which  my  endeavours  may  be  effectual,  to  accomplish  his  com<- 
mands — ^nay,  must  be  efiectual — ^where  love  urges  duty,  where  you 
are  the  inestimable  reward.'  '^ 

"*Go  !  go!  and  Heaven  guide  and  friiard  your  steps' — waving 
her  hand,  and  turning  from  him  to  hide  her  tears.  *I  shall  no 
longer  struggle  witli  the  sacred  impulse  that  leads  you  on  to  glory.' 
Then  turning  to  him.  *  But  remember  how  you  leave  me :  think 
what  I  fed  tiU  you  return.  .  «  .' 

^'This  is  too  much,'  said  he,  *  this  is'  too  much.  I  never  can 
repay  this  excess  of  goodness.'  Then  breaking  from  her  arms  in  a 
kind  of  enthusiasm^'  Heaven  gives  my  soul,'  continued  h^  *  this 
foretaste  of  happiness,  as  an  earnest  of  succ&ss.  I  go  to  certain 
victory ;  the  pmvors  of  angels  must  y>n'v?iil  ' ' 

"Saying  tlicsr  words  he  rushed  out  ot  the  room,  kaviiij^  her 
half  dead  with  grief.  Nor  was  he  in  a  nnich  happier  stati  ;  tlu' 
thought  of  parting  from  her  damping  the  ai'dour  tiiat  had  enabled 
him  give  that  proof  of  his  r^olution,  and  obUging  nature  to  pay 
the  tribute  of  a  flood  of  tears  to  such  a  sacrifice.**^ 

One  fears  that  Wolfe,aidait  as  he  was  at  times,  was  not  always 
to  be  relied  on  for  ft  scene  of  sentiment.  If,  however,  he  acted  the 
impassicmed  lover  towards  Miss  Lowtfaer,  it  is  certainly  undiluted 

1  I  cannot  rerist  the  temptation  to  give  at  sack  length  this  petftet  sample 
of  the  eif^hteenth-oentniy  sttttimental  novel-^mting  nuumer. 
KS  a 
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fictton  that  be  em,  ob  Joluntoiie  d—ribeB,  kofllt  lot  notiiei'ii 
blessing;  as  tbe  IbUofring  lettor  denoaffanto^ 

7b  HIS  MOTBXI. 

Dkaa  BIadam, — The  formality  of  taking  leave  should  be  a» 
much  as  possible  avoided ;  therefore  I  prefer  this  method  of 
offering  my  good  wishes  and  duty  to  ray  father  and  to  you.  I 
shall  caiTy  this  business  through  with  my  Ix'st  aljilitiis.  The 
rest,  you  know .  is  in  the  liands  of  Provulence,  to  who^e  care  I 
hope  your  gi>ud  life  and  conduct  will  recommend  your  son. 

Saunders  talks  of  sailing  on  Thursday,  if  the  wind  come  fair. 
Hie  ^Axe-en-ciel^  it  eit&  anived  or  expected  at  Spathead. 
Brett  has  been  dixeeted  to  negotiate  our  aAdr  tfaeic;  I  beartify 
wiah  yott  health  and  eaaf  ei^JojiDent  of  the  mmy  good  i^biog^ 
that  have  lUkn  to  yomr  share.  If  y  bait  duty  to  Ae  QenenL 
I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedient  and  aflbctionate  Son, 

Jam  :  Wolfk. 

Lotxdoa,  Sioodmy  noru. 
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IN  THE  ST.  LAWRENCE 

Wolfe,  when  he  sailed  from  Spithead  on  ihe  14th  of  February, 
1759,  had  been  given  the  command  of  ei|^t  thousand  troops  to 
achieve  a  feat  which  should  change  the  destinies  of  a  hemisphere. 
Such  a  fovoe^  even  under  such  a  general,  would  have  been  inadequate 
had  it  not  been  supported  by  i  ^  s  and  sailors  and  a  naval  commander 
of  experience  and  sagacity.  Boscawen  was  out  of  the  question :  as 
an  influential  member  of  Parliament  he  liad  insisted  on  promotion 
to  the  Mediterranean  fleet.  Hawke  was  not  physically  fit  and 
aspired  to  command  the  Channel  fleet.  The  man  cho.s«  n  was  Sir 
Charles  Saunders,  one  of  Lord  Anson''s  favourite  officers,  wlio  had 
accompcuiied  that  famous  admiral  in  bis  voyage  round  the  world. 
Saunders  was  a  capable  officer,  very  reserved  in  manner,  who  had 
latelj  been  engaged  in  Uoduding  Brest  He  was  now  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  naval  part  of  the  Quebec  ea^iedition, 
while  under  him  were  Rear-Admiral  Holmes  and  Rear«Admiral 
DurdL 

Wolfe  sailed  in  Saunders*  flagship.    He  and  the  Admiral  were 

not  acquainted  personally,  and  although  ho  donhtlos  perceived 
that  his  naval  colleague  was  a  man  of  nbilitv,  he  vrt  felt  some 
anxiety  through  the  entire  \oyagc  as  to  the  exact  degree  of  co- 
operation which  would  mark  their  relations  on  their  arrival  at  the 
seat  of  war. 

It  was  no  sample  dashing  for  a  goal  as  at  Rochefort  Chatham*s 
plan  of  campaign  was  designed  **to  improve  the  great  and  im- 
portant advantages  gained  in  the  last  campaign,  as  well  as  to 
repair  the  disappointment  at  Ticonderoga.'*  Ittte  Minuter  had 
prescribed  a  most  complicated  and  delicate  set  of  operations  which 
many  circumstances  might  conspire  to  frustrate  which  indee<l  in 
its  entirety  only  by  the  most  fortuitous  chance  could  liope  to 
siUTced.  Quebec,  in  his  scheme,  was  ofsly  ihe  point  of  jmiction 
and  ultimate  object  of  three  sejwirate  expeciitions.  From  the  we.st 
a  Colonial  army  under  lirigadier  Prideaux,  together  with  a  few 
Foments  of  regulars  and  Sir  William  Johnsons  native  warriors, 
were  to  move  on  Niagara,  capture  that  stronghold  and  advance  to 
Montreal  bj  Lake  Ontario.   From  the  wa&  Amhersfa  army  of 
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12,000  men  was  to  demolish  Tioonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  gain 
the  Richelieu  river»  join  focoes  with  Fddeaux  there,  and  meet 

Wolfe  at  Quebec. 

And  this  rrroat.  and,  it  was  hoped,  final  attack  on  the  French 
position  at  Quebec  was  t  o  be  two-fold,  by  land  and  sea.  Naval 
men  held  then  and  have  held  since  that  the  naval  half  was 
equally  important:  military  men  scofTed  at  these  ptetenaiaDB. 
€3iatlMm^8  Instractions  to  Amhent  show  that  he  atbadied  the  chief 
value  to  the  ennj  oonuiuaided  hj  WoUe»  and  that  Admiral 
Saunders  was  merely  to  co-operate  with  Wolfe,  whenever  that 
militaiy  oommander  should  stand  in  need  of  such  sen'ice-  is  the 
Navy  only  could  give.  Otherwise,  he  was  to  "cover''  Wolfe's 
army,  and  keep  control  of  his  communications.  It  is  true  that 
Saunders  exceeded  this  and  ga\ c  a  v  rirm  and  lo^'al  support :  but  it 
is  m  well  to  understand  at  tlie  outset  just  wliat  the  Admiral's  j)lace 
and  functions  were  in  the  Quebec  expedition,  because  some  zealous 
pai  tisaub  of  the  modem  "  blut  - water  school  have  endt^voui-ed  to 
prove  Satniden  equal  in  genius  and  power  of  iidtktive  to  Wolfef 
and  therefore  deserving  to  share  half  the  honours  of  the  conquest 
of  Quebec 

We  have  seen  that  Wolfe  attached  great  importance  to  that 
part  oS  the  work  which  lay  before  them  entrusted  to  Durell.  He 
had  a  poor  opinion  of  Durell,  who  was  to  carry  out  the  ideas  he 
had  imparted  to  Pitt  on  Cliristmas  eve,  i.  e.  to  block  the  entrance 
to  the  river  St.  Lawrence  the  moment  the  ice  began  to  melt  and 
before  any  of  the  euemy"'s  ships  could  get  in  or  out. 

The  rendezvous  of  both  Army  and  Navy  ut  the  home  and 
colonial  contingents  was  Louihbourg.  The  date  fixed  was  April 
90,  Thcj  had  scanse  got  nnder  way  from  Spltibead  whoi  an 
order  came  for  Saunders  from  Oiatham.  He  was  secretly  to 
detach,  when  off  the  Spanish  coast,  a  couple  of  his  ships  (one  was 
the  SUrUng  CaM)  to  reinforce  Boscawen's  fleet  Saunders''  dedaion 
to  substitute  another  vessel,  as  this  **  sixty  "  "  was  handy  for  rivers,'** 
shows  that  be  then  expected  to  sail  up  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
actually  second  Wolfe,  and  not  merely  cover  Wolfe^s  army  and  keej> 
control  of  the  communications.  The  SttrHnf^  Outlet  which  h« 
thus  so  nearly  lost,  came  to  be  his  flagship  before  Quebec. 

Late  as  wjls  the  date  for  the  rendezvous,  it  was  still  loo  early 
for  the  Neptime  to  enter  the  ice-locked  Bay  of  Gabarus.  The 
winter  had  been  unusually  severe,  so  Saunders  steered  tot  Hali&x, 
where,  on  April  80^  the  jomt  commanders  fiiund  IhuelTs  sqnadnm 
riding  at  anchor,  the  commander  explaining  that  he  was  waiting  to 
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liear  if  \he  ico  would  permit  him  to  enter  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence. 
He  had  been  reaciy  to  •^ail  some  week«<.  Wolfe's  heart  sank  at  this 
evidence  of  half'!jLartc(]ncvss  and  incapacity,  and  Saunders  ordered 
the  Rear  Ad  mil  al  to  .sea  at  once.  E  ven  though  Louisbourg 
haibour  wa«  inaccessible,  it  by  no  niean.s  fuUowed  that  the  Gulf 
psaoge  was  also.  Even  now  it  might  be  too  late,  and  the  French 
ihipi  anxKNisl J  expected  bj  the  eMmy  at  Qqebee  miglit  liave  got 
in.  Dudl  nw  ajcniwd  to  puah  on  at  the  fint  duuioe  with  hia 
thipi  as  ftr  at  the  Ida  of  Bie,  and  from  thenoe  to  detach  aonie 
■nail  vmmh  to  the  Quebec  basin.  DmaU  oild  his  oraivs  were 
short,  and  asked  for  three  hundred  tnx^  to  complete  the  mmihsr. 
Wolfe  gave  the  three  hundred  troops,  and  with  them,  as  com- 
mander, his  fHend,  Colonol  Guy  Carleton,  Adverse  winds  blew,  and 
it  waus  May  5  before  Diirell  was  oC  Wolfe  felt  his  plans  were  la 
great  danger  of  spoil iiij^. 

On  tiie  day  after  his  arrival,  Wolfe  wrote  the  minister — 

7b  WnuAK  Put. 

&■«— An  officer  of  Artillery  who  is  called  to  his  corps  gives 
me  an  opporttmity  of  doing  myidf  the  honour  to  inform  you  of 
what  I  luive  leunt  cnr  seen  since  yesterday,  that  the  squadnm 
came  to  an  anchor.  Mr.  Amherst  has  n*^od  thf  utmost  diligence 
in  forwarding  ail  thin^^s  that  depended  upon  him,  «uid  I  hope 
that  the  two  battalions  from  tht  Bay  of  i'undy  will  g*^  t  round  in 
good  time.  Schooners,  sloops,  whaleboats,  molasses,  and  rum  are 
provided,  and  hourly  expected.  Govmior  Lawrence  and  the 
Bri|pi4ier-GeMfali  hm  omitted  noUiing  that  oould  possiUy 
torwud  the  aemoe,  and  our  epgineeia  hare  bean  employed  in 
some  useful  preparations.  B7  the  **Biibf*ofdnsaoeditp  (the  only 
one  of  Mr.  Hohnes^  ooovoj  jet  snived  in  this  port),  we  have 
learnt  that  the  transports  were  scattered  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind ; 
but  as  the  "Ruby"^  observed  only  one  ship  without  masfca^  we 
conclude  that  the  ir^reater  part  are  safe  at  New  York. 

Mr.  Durell  applied  (nv  troops  to  streiif^lu  ti  liis  squadron, 
which  were  readily  giunted  by  the  cormnaiiding  olfictT  here,  that 
there  might  be  no  impediment  to  his  sailing.  I  have  added  250 
men  to  the  first  detachment,  and  have  put  the  whole  under  the 
oomnMnd  of  the  Qoartermaster-Gteneral,  Colonel  Carleton,  to  awlst 
Ifr.  DarelTsoperatioiia  in  the  irnt  St  Lawrence^  vherepcdhape  it 
may  be  necesmiy  to  knd  upon  some  of  the  islends,  end  pvuh 
a  detachment  i  his  Heet  up  the  bum  of  Quebec^  that  the 
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navigation  may  be  perfectly  free  from  transports.  By  tViis  early 
attempt,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  Canadians  will  not 
have  time  to  prepare  a  defence  at  the  Isle  aux  Coudres  and  at 
the  Traverse — the  two  most  difficult  and  i  ajiid  y)arts  of  the  river, 
and  where  the  pilots  seem  to  thinls.  they  might  and  would  (if 
not  prevented  in  time)  give  us  a  great  deal  of  tnrable.  If  Bfr. 
Dnrdl  had  been  at  aea,  as  we  imagined^  I  did  Intend  to  have 
sent  Colonel  Carleton  with  this  additional  feroe,  some  artillery 
and  tools,  with  the  first  diip  that  Mr.  Saunders  might  have 
<miered  to  reinforoe  tlie  Rear-Admiral^s  squadron^  The  battalions 
in  garrison  here  were  (till  very  lately  that  the  measles  had  got 
amonf^st  thojii)  it^  very  ^ood  order,  and  in  health  recovered  by 
the  more  than  c(iniiiiiiu  care  of  the  officers  that  connnand  them. 
They  hav^  managed  so  as  to  exchange  the  salt  pr!)\  isioiis  for 
fresh  beef,  unci  have  had  constant  .supplies  of  frozen  Ixmi  and 
spruoe-beer  all  the  winter.  This  excellent  precaution,  their  great 
and  generous  expense  In  the  regimental  hospitals,  and  the  order 
that  has  heen  ohserred  amongst  them,  have  prcsmcd  these 
hattalions  ficom  utter  ruin. 

But  I  belic%  c,  Sir,  you  will  be  surprised  to  find  that,  when 
the  600  men  for  the  defence  of  Nova  Scotia  are  deducted  from 
the  two  American  battalions,  these  four  regiments  have  no  more 
than  2000  men  in  a  conditioTi  to  sen'e,  iTu-hiding  the  detachment 
with  Mr.  DurcU.  The  levies  upon  the  Continent  have  prevented 
their  recruiting.  Otuay's  and  Bragg's,  who  cannot  have  fared 
so  well  a&  these,  and  have  lost  in  propcnrtion  since  the  seige  of 
Louisburg,  are,  by  all  accounts,  in  a  worse  condition ;  so  that,  if 
those  from  General  Amherst  should  not  he  very  complete,  our 
number  of  regular  forces  can  hardly  exceed  the  half  of  my  Lord 
Llgonier*s  calculatioa,  and  yet  the  Blanhal  most  know  that 
every  man  In  Canada  is  a  soldier.  Our  troops,  indeed,  are 
good  and  very  well  disposed.  If  valour  can  make  amendb  for 
want  of  niiT!ibers,  we  shall  probably  succeed.  Any  accidents 
on  the  iiwr,  or  sickness  amonp  the  men,  might  put  us  to  some 
difficulties.  The  six  comp  uiics  of  Rangers  will  be  pretty  near 
complete.  They  are  in  genera.1  rwruits  without  service  or  expe- 
rience, and  not  to  be  depended  u^>on  ;  and  the  company  of  Light 
InSBaatry  from  the  three  battalions  in  garrison  at  Louisburg  has, 
I  believe,  been  omitted  in  the  directions  sent  to  Genend  Amhent. 

I  beg  to  h^  Bntf  etc*, 

J.  Waum, 

On  the  same  day  he  wrote  to  his  titular  chief  at  New  York 
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7h  Majtok-Genkkal  Amhebst. 

Haliftx,  Ut  Mug,  1769. 

I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  of  our  arrival 
and  in  tolerable  good  order  the  length  of  onr  passatre  considcrM. 
We  were  astonished  to  fitid  Mr.  Durell  at  anchor;  he 
demanded  troop-s  to  complete  his  squadron,  which  were  given 
without  loss  of  time.  I  send  Carlcton  with  the  Rear  Admiral 
and  have  reinforced  the  first  detachment,  because  it  may  be 
necessary  to  land  upon  some  of  the  Islands  in  the  rivery  and 
Mr.  Dordl  may  think  it  right  to  push  a  detadiment  of  his 
squadron  up  to  the  very  bason  of  Quebec  Our  four  battalions 
are  at  a  very  low  ebb  and  I  believe,  if  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Howe 
and  the  other  gentlemen  had  not  taken  more  than  common  pre- 
caution, and  been  at  more  than  ordinary  expense,  and  pains  for 
the  preservation  of  their  men,  assisted  by  Mr.  Russeirs  skill  and 
diligence,  these  regiments  would  have  been  annihilated.  Otway^s 
and  Bragg's  are  .still  worse,  as  I  am  informed.  So  that  yon  sec, 
Sir,  what  a  numerous  body  of  men  are  here  for  the  conquest  of 
Quebec  I  believe  they  feel  stout,  and  so  they  had  need,  seeing 
there  Is  not  a  multitude.  .  .  .  Mr.  Saunders  made  many 
attempts  to  get  into  Louisbourg,  but  there  was  such  a  crust  of 
ice  all  along  the  shore  finom  Scutari  to  St.  Esprit,  that  it  was  by 
no  means  safe  to  push  in,  nor,  indeed,  poerible  at  that  time. 
Our  ships  are  in  general  healthy. — hope  you  have  ordered 
Whitmore  to  give  me  the  company  of  light  Infantry  from  his 
three  battalions,  etc.  Tlie  least  loss  in  the  river,  or  sickness 
among  the  men,  reduces  our  undertaking  to  little  more  than  a 
diversion — and  I  can  a-ssurc  you,  that  I  think  we  are  very  liable  to 
accidents.  It  can't  he  doubted  that  the  French  have  thrown 
succours  in,  or  will  do  it,  before  our  squatlron  geti»  to  it**  proper 
station.  Hie  harbour  of  Louisburg  being  as  yet  dosed  up — ^it 
is  to  be  wished  that  any  troops  coming  firom  the  continent,  or 
the  Bay  of  Fondy  within  this  fortnight,  might  put  into  Halifia 
and  take  the  securily  of  Mr.  Saunders'  convoy  to  Louisburg. 

I  w  ish  you  health  and  stu  c  (  s — of  the  former  I  have  but  a 
small  share ;  of  the  latter  as  little  hope,  unless  we  get  into  the 
river  first.    However,  trust  me  they  shall  feel  im. 

If  you  would  send  even  the  small  number  of  ^^00  i^ioneers,  it 
would  be  infinite  relief  to  the  soldiers,  because  tliese(tlic  militia) 
c»uld  be  constantly  at  work  having  no  other  occupation. 

There  is  a  great  siege  to  be  undertaken  and  not  a  farthing  to 
pay  the  woiloncn.   I  am  not  possessed  of  a  single  dollar  of 
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puWir  iiKMuy;  aiid  yet,  it  is  much  h  (question  among  tlie  mili- 
tary meO)  whether  tee  shall  not  be  obliged  to  fight  first  and 
besi^  afterwards. 

I  am,  etc.,  ^ 
J.  Worn 

While  iit  Halifax  Wolfe  was  most  aleit  in  considering  the 
welfare  of  both  tnwps  and  scamon.  He  hatl  found  Saunders  n 
man  after  his  own  heart,  in  his  singleness  of  purpose,  and  he  resolved 
that  this  unanimity  should  extend  throughout  the  service.  Od 
May  7  he  issued  the  following  order — 

As  the  navigation  of  the  river  St  Lawrence  may  in  some 
places  bediflBci]lt,the  trocqpeareto  be  as  careful  aa  poastUe  in  work* 
ing  the  ships,  obedient  to  the  Admiral^s  commands,  and  attention 
to  all  his  signals.  No  boats  aie  to  be  hoisted  out  to  sea,  but  on 
the  most  urgent  occasions.'" 

On  May  9  he  says — After  the  troops  afe  embarked,  the  com- 
manding officers  will  give  all  necessary  directions  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  health  of  their  men.  Guards  must  mount  in  every 
ship,  to  keep  strict  order  and  prevent  fire.  When  the  weather 
permits,  the  mvn  are  to  be  as  much  in  the  open  air  as  possible,  and 
to  eat  upon  deck.  Cleanliness  in  tlie  berths  and  bedding,  and  as 
much  exerdse  as  the  situation  pennits,  are  the  best  preservatives  of 
health.  ...  If  any  ship  by  aoddent  should  run  on  shore  in  the 
river,  small  vessels  and  boats  will  be  sent  to  their  assistance,  l^uj 
have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  norlli  side, 
and  as  little  from  the  Canadians  oa  the  south.  Viftj  mm  with 
arms  may  easily  defend  themsdves  until  succour  airives.  If  a  ship 
should  happen  to  \ye  lost,  the  men  on  shore  are  to  make  three  dis- 
tinct fires  by  night  and  three  distinct  smokes  by  day,  to  mark  their 
situation.^ 

Not  until  the  18th  did  the  troops  leave  Halifax  for  ixjui-sbourg. 
On  Wolfe's  arrival  tiiere  he  found  a  letter  announcing  the  death  of 
his  father,  the  brave  and  benevolent^  Lieut-General  Edward 
WolfSs.  The  veteran  had  succumbed  at  last  to  his  infirmities  on 
the  S6th  of  Man^  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age.  Hie  body  was 
removed  from  Blackheath  and  buried  in  a  vault  in  Greenwich 
Parish  Church  (St.  Alfege^s),  which  had  been  recently  acquired  by 
the  General  for  his  famUy. 

^  Endor^icd  :  In  Major-General  Amlianfs  letter  of  June  19, 1750,  to  Pitt 
— dated  from  camp  at  Fort  Edward  ;  acquainting  the  General  with  his 
arrival ;  the  state  of  the  troops  and  fleet ;  the  mUitary  cheat  empty ;  and 
AtMag  axeinforosmsat  of  900  Ftonaeri  from  th«  Provfnciala. 
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This  event  Wolfe  refers  to  in  the  following  letter  to  his  uncle. 
Its  interest  for  posterity  lies  in  a  masterly  description  of  the 
sititttioiL 

'Jh  Uajor  Walteb  Wolfe. 

Louiiboiug,  IftA  Jf«y,  1760. 

Dear  Sik, — Since  our  arrival  in  this  country  the  news  of  my 
fiither'^s  death  has  reached  me.  I  left  him  in  so  weak  a  condi- 
tion that  it  was  not  probable  we  should  ever  meet  again.  The 
general  tenor  of  his  conduct  tliroiigli  life  has  Ix-cn  extremely 
upright  and  Ix'nevolent,  from  wIrmico  one  may  hope  that  little 
failings  and  iniperiections  were  overbalanced  by  his  iiuiny  good 
qualities.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  it  so  fell  out  that  I  had  it 
not  in  my  power  to  as^int  him  m  his  illne^is,  and  to  relieve  my 
motbor  in  her  distress,  and  the  more  so  as  her  lelattotts  are  not 
aflb;tionate»  and  you  are  too  fiur  off  to  give  her  help.  I  have 
writ  to  Mr.  Fiaher  to  continue  the  pensions  whidi  my  father  had 
assigned  to  his  kindred,  my  easy  ciicumsfcanoes  enabling  me  to 
fulfill  all  his  intentions. 

We  are  ordered  to  attack  Quebec, — a  very  nice  operation. 
The  fleet  consists  of  twenty-two  shH  of  the  line  and  many 
frigates,  the  army  of  9,000  men  ;  in  1  i  ^land  it  is  called  12,000. 
We  have  ten  battaliun.s,  three  coni[)ani(;s  of  Grenadiers,  some 
Marines  (if  the  Admiral  can  spare  them),  and  six  new-raised 
companies  of  North  American  Il<ingers — not  complete,  and  the 
worst  soldiers  in  the  universe ;  a  great  train  of  artillety,  plenty 
of  provisions^  tools,  and  implements  of  all  sorts ;  three  Brigadiers 
under  me^ — all  men  of  great  spirit ;  some  Colonek  of  reputatiao, 
Carleton  for  Quartermaster-General,  and  upon  whom  I  diiefly 
rely  for  the  engineering  part.  Engineers  very  indiflferent,  and  of 
little  experience;  but  we  have  none  better.  The  regular  trrrops 
in  Canada  consist  of  eight  battalions  of  old  Foot — about  400  a 
battalion — ^and  forty  companies  of  Marirjes  (or  <»lony  troops), 
forty  men  a  company.  They  can  gather  together  8,000  or 
10,000  Canatiians,  and  perhaps  1000  Indiann.  As  they  are 
attacked  by  the  side  of  Montreal  by  an  enemy  of  12,000  Hghting 
men,  they  must  necessarily  divide  their  force ;  but,  as  the  loss  of 
the  capital  implies  the  loss  of  the  colony,  their  chief  attention 
will  naturaUy  he  there,  and  therefore  I  reckon  we  may  find  at 
Quebec  six  battalions,  some  companies  of  Marines,  four  or  Ave 
thousand  Canadians,  and  some  Indians;  altogether,  not  much 
inferior  to  their  enemy. 
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Rear- Admiral  Durell,  witii  ten  sail,  is  gone  up  the  river,  and 
bas  oidan  to  take  such  a  station  as  will  effBctuaily  cut  off  all 
soooouib;  but  as  be  vdled  late  from  Hali&x  (4th  May)  tbeve  is 
reason  to  Uunk  that  some  sloie-sbips  bave  already  got  up.  If 
so,  our  difHculties  are  like  to  increase.  I  bave  sent  a  detarhment 
with  Mr.  DuretU  to  nsshi  his  first  operations,  and  to  seize  the 
islands  in  tbose  parts  of  the  river  wbere  the  navigation  is  most 
dangerous.  Tlie  Admiral  hn^  positive  instructions  to  watch  the 
first  opening  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  so  as  to  pn^h  with  his 
squadron  as  higli  as  flie  l.v]e  dc  Bic,^  and  from  tlieiin  to  detach 
some  small  ships  to  tlir  1 1  L>in  of  QuelKf,  that  all  nii|^ht  be  free 
and  open  behind.  The  Adjuirnl  Comnmndcr-in-Chief  of  the 
fleet  is  a  sealous,  brave  officer.  I  don't  ezacUy  know  what  dis- 
posHson  be  intoids  to  make  in  the  river  after  the  jimekion  of  tbe 
two  sqtiadnas;  but  I  eondnfe  be  will  send  firar  or  five  of  bis 
smallest  ships  of  the  line  to  asetet  us  at  Quebee,  and  lemsin  with 
the  rest  at  an  anchor  bdow  the  Isle  aux  Coudre8»  ready  to  flgbt 
whatever  fleet  ihe  cncniy  may  send  to  disturb  us. 

Tlic  to^vn  of  Quebec  is  poorly  fortified,  but  the  ground 
round  about  it  is  rocl<y.    To  invest  the  place,  and  cut  off'  all 
communication  with  the  colony,  it  will  be  necessary  to  encam|> 
with  our  right  to  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  our  left  to  the 
river  St.  Charles.    From  tlic  river  St.  Charles  to  Beauport  the 
oommmucation  must  be  kept  open  by  strong  entrenched  posts 
and  redonbts.  Hie  enemy  can  pass  that  river  at  low  water;  and 
it  will  be  propter  to  establish  oiindves  with  small  cntRncbed 
posts  from  the  point  of  Levi  to  ta  Chandl^   It  is  the  busi- 
ness of  our  naval  Axoe  to  be  masters  of  the  river^  both  above 
and  below  the  town.    If  I  find  that  the  enemy  h  strong, 
audacious,  and  well  commanded,  I  shall  pm<"('ed  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  circumspection,  pvinf;  Mr.  Amherst  time  to  use  his 
superiojitv.    If  thev  are  timid,  weak,  and  ignorant,  we  shall 
push  thciii  with  iiioie  vivacitv,  that  we  may  be  able  be  lore  the 
summer  is  gone  to  assii>t  the  Cuumiander-iu-Chief.-^    I  reckon  we 
«diaU  have  a  smart  action  at  the  passage  of  the  river  SL  Chafies^ 
onlenwecan  steal  a  detadmnnt  np  the  river  St  lAwniieei  and 
land  them  three,  foor,  five  milesy  or  more»  above  the  town,  and 
get  time  to  entrench  so  strongly  that  thqf  won^  eare  to  attack. 
If  Genend  Ambcnt  can  manage  to  have  a  superiority  of 

'  A  pilot  statiuu  170  miles  from  Quebec. 

*  He  found  tlie  eosmy  *'slniiv  and  well  tmmuM,"  sn4  the  aedsdty 
«u  ehiefljr  his  own* 
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naval  force  upon  the  I-^ike  Champlnin  (as  he  propose?),  nil  the 
troops  within  the  entrenchments  niKl  tort  of  Ticouderoga  will 
probably  be  soon  obligcfl  to  lay  dowM  their  anus.  The  least 
conduct  there,  or  the  Icii-^t  spirit  of  enterprise  on  our  side,  woidd 
have  iiuished  the  war  last  year.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
how  pooc^  tiie  engineering  business  was  carried  on  here.  Hus 
place  conla  not  have  hdd  out  ten  dajs  if  it  had  been  attacked 
with  oommcii  sense.  Ihe  Bxmj  vaiet  my  command  is  raiUier 
too  ^maB  tat  Ihe  undertakings  but  it  is  wdl  composed.  The 
troops  are  firm,  and  were  brought  into  fire  at  this  siege.  Those 
that  were  with  me  are  most  excellent  pioneers.  If  the  French 
hi\f\  had  twenty  sail  of  men-of-war  in  the  harbour  (as  they 
intended),  and  had  not  gone  out  early  to  fight  Mr.  Boscawen, 
they  must  have  been  all  destroyed.  If  tliey  can  collect  a 
sufTleicnt  force,  they  are  sure  to  6nd  us  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
any  time  between  this  and  the  month  of  October,  and  may  fight 
if  they  choose.  The  priae  seems  to  be  worth  the  risk  of  a  battle. 
If  their  Meditenanean  squadron  gets  out»  I  conclude  we  shall 
see  them. 

Yon  may  be  assmed  that  I  shall  take  all  proper  care  of  my  own 
person,  unless  in  case  of  the  last  importance,  where  it  becomes  a 
doty  to  do  otherwise.  I  never  put  myself  unnecessai-ily  in  the 
way  of  dani^'-r.  Young  troops  must  be  encouraged  at  first. 
What  apjK'ars  hiizardou^  sometimes  is  really  not  so  to  people 
^\  iio  know  the  country.  The  iseparate  corps  which  I  connnandwi 
last  year,  divid«xl  as  they  were  into  a  nuuilx.-r  of  posbi — encamped 
within  cannon-shot  of  the  ships  or  town,  and  often  within  tlie  r^idi 
of  grape-shot — sulferedhardly  any  loss  at  aD*  because  the  ground 
Is  so  unemi  that  we  could  phee  them  everywhere  In  security. 
We  are  eveiy  hour  in  expeetatioii  of  seeing  the  regiments  arrive 
which  are  to  compose  the  army.  Most  of  them  are  actually  at 
sea,  and  upon  this  coast ;  but  the  fogs  are  so  frequent  and  lasting, 
that  ships  are  obliged  to  stand  out  to  sea  waiting  for  £ur 
weather.  I  hope  wc  shall  l>e  able  to  sail  in  about  ton  days,  >md 
if  no  accident  happens  in  the  river,  I  hope  we  shall  succeid.  I 
wish  you  your  health ;  mine  is  but  indifferent ;  and  am,  dear  sir, 

Youi'  obedient  nepliew, 

J.  W, 

Nearly  four  months  then,  belbre  the  great  coif^  and  bsface  ha 
had  even  set  eyes  on  the  theatre  of  war,  he  anticipated  the  onart 
action  below  the  dty  and  the  eventual  landing  above  it 
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On  the  same  dnv  he  wrote  to  Brigadier  Whit  more  who  had 
beeo  left  the  previous  autumn  in  command  of  Louisbourg. 

7b  BuBAniKR  Wamiou. 

VJth  May,  1759. 

Sir, — In  the  distributii)!!  <»f  forces  for  the  invasioTi  of  CaTiafia, 
my  Lord  Ligonicr  had  regiilaUd  that  Bragg's  regiinent,  three 
companies  of  fJrt  tuidiers,  and  one  coitipanv  of  Hght  Iiilautry^ 
besides  tlie  Ilaiigci*8,  bliould  be  takeu  iiuiti  l>ouii>bourg,  and  re- 
placed bj  1000  of  the  Boston  Militia.   Bj  some  accident,  |he 
company  of  li|^t  in&ntiy  haa  been  omitted  in  the  oiden  sent 
finom  England ;  nevertfadless,  aa  I  know  it  was  designed,  his 
Majes^^s  service  requires  that  I  dumld  Apply  to  yoa  fiir  that 
company ;  and  I  do  it  the  more  readily,  as  your  garrison  will  be 
rather  more  numerous  after  the  arrival  of  the  Boston  Mihtia 
than  before.    We  are  disappointed  of  the  recruits  which  were 
intended  to  Im^  sent  from  the  West  Indies  to  join  \is\  and  as 
several  regiments  are  much  weaker  than  they  were  thought,  in 
England,  to  be,  I  lauiit  furtlier  reprr    iit  to  yt)U  that  good  troops 
only  can  make  amends  for  the  want  of  iiuuibers  in  an  under- 
taldng  of  this  sort   It  is  therefore  my  duty  to  signify  to  you 
that  it  woidd  be  mndi  fixr  the  pulitic  service  to  let  ttia  other  two 
companies  of  Hght  in&ntiy  embaric  with  the  anny  under  my 
command,  upon  condition  of  being  replaced,  man  for  man,  by 
some  of  tiie  Rangers  and  some  of  Frazer''s  additional  companies, 
who  are  not  so  proper  for  the  field,  though  very  sufficient  for  the 
defence  of  a  fortified  place.    If  there  was  any  rea.son  to  appre- 
hend tliat  tiiis  change  might  have  the  least  ill  con.sequence  I 
should  not  venture  to  propose  it.    Mr.  Lawrence,  who  has  a  very 
bad  foHross  and  a  very  weak  garrison,  accepted  of  the  sick  and 
recovering  men  of  the  two  American  battahons  as  part  of  the 
600  reguhuns  intended  for  the  defence  of  Novia  Scotia*  knowh^ 
veiy  wdl  that  upon  the  success  of  our  attacks  in  Ganada,  the 
security  of  the  whole  continent  of  Nortb  America  In  a  great 
measure  depends. 

I  am.  Sir,  etc, 

J.  WOLR. 

When  Wolfe  came  to  muster  his  troops  on  shore  at  Louisbourg 
he  found  he  had  eiactly  8,085  men,  wboeas  Pitt  had  planned  lor 
his  having  \%fl(». 

Besides  Carleton,  the  Major-General^s  stafl*  wiis  competed  as 
follows.   Adjutant^GeneiBl,  Major  Ban^;  Chief  Engineer,  Maior 
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Mackellar;  Aidos-de-rnnip,  Captains  Hervey  Smith  and  ITiomas 
Bell ;  Depnty  Quartermasters-General,  Captams  Caldwell  and 
Leslie ;  Majors  of  Brigade,  Captains  Guillem,  Spittal  and  Maitland. 
In  addition  to  the  three  brigades,  there  was  a  corps  specially  formed 
of  picked  men  denominated  by  Wolfe,  the  Louisbourg  Grenadiers, 
aixl  led  by  yeuL-Cdonel  Aksander  Mmray ;  a  Light  Infimtiy  corps 
under  the  Hon.  Iieut.-Ooloiid  Howe  and  another  commanded  by 
Major  Dalling.    Tben  there  were  Major  Soott^s  ProvinGial  Rangen. 

Up  to  the  1st  of  June  the  troops  landed  daily  for  eiennae 
and  review  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  alternate  battalions.  **  I 
flattered  myself,"  writes  Knox,  a  captain  in  the  expedition,  who 
camo  to  be  its  first  historian,^  "that  I  should  have  se<>n  the 
Grenadier  companies  of  this  garrison  reviewed  by  (iencrai  Wolfe, 
but  it  was  over  before  I  could  get  there.  I  was  told  they  went 
through  all  their  manoeuvres  and  evolutions  with  great  exactness 
and  spirit,  according  to  a  new  system  of  discipline;  and  his 
Excellency  was  highly  pleased  with  tiieir  performance  Some  com- 
mandlogKiffioerB  of  oorps^  who  expected  to  be  also  reviewed  in  tfaeur 
turn,  told  the  General  by  way  of  apology,  that  by  their  regiments 
having  been  long  cantoned,  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  learn 
or  ptactise  this  new  exercise ;  to  which  he  answered,  *  Poh !  poh ! 
new  exercise — new  fiddlestick  !  if  thoy  are  otherwise  w^  disciplined 
and  will  fight,  that's  all  I  rct|uirc  of  them.'"^ 

By  tlic  6tb  of  June  the  entire  was  clear  of  louisbourg, 

the  movt  iiiLiit  out  of  the  harbour  lasting  six  days.  Cheering  sol- 
diers packed  the  decks  uf  each  transport,  and  at  mess  the  toast  was 
<' British  oolotirt  on  every  French  fort,  port  and  gdrrison  in  North 
America.'"  On  the  first  day  Saunders  announc^  to  the  General 
that  he  bad  orden  to  send  a  vessd  hmne  with  dispatches.  Wolfe 
urged  delay  nntil  they  had  news  of  Durell,  to  whose  movements 
he  attached  extreme  importance.  For  should  Quebec  be  reinforced 
he  might  have  to  wait  on  Amherst  and  IVideaux  instead  of  throw- 
ing the  weight  of  his  own  attack  with  a  prospect  of  success.  But 
Sauiiiic  rs  ruuld  not  wait,  and  the  vessel  went  home,  bearing  the 
Major-General^a  report  to  Pitt. 

To  THK  Bioaer  Hoh.  Wuxum  Fhr. 

On  bond  the  "NeptaMk"  Jte  eUk,  1769. 
Sn, — Bj  the  report  which  I  have  the  honour  to  endose^  you 
will  see  the  strength  of  the  army  under  my  command,  when 

*  Gsplaln  Jehn  Knox :  Journal  nf  ike  Consign  in  JVM  AmaHea,  vd.  x, 
p.  870. 
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they  eiiiUirlvtd,  and  when  they  came  to  I>ouisbourg.  The  fogs  on 
this  coast  are  ^»o  Ireij^uent  and  lasting,  aod  the  climate  in  every 
fopect  m  unflmiiiaUe  to  military  operations,  thai  if  ire  had 
bM  coUflcted  a  week  aooiMr,  I  doubt  if  it  vonld  bsre  been 
poMibk  to  iail  befine  w%  did.  One  company  of  Bangan  (tfaa 
best  of  the  six)  is  not  yet  arrivad»  and  a  very  good  engineer,  by 
aoma  mistake,  has  had  no  cnders  to  join  us*  General  AmhsBEafc 
forwarded  everything  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and  the  oificen 
employed  by  him  were  indefatie^able.  Findintr  thnt  se\  erftl  reg-i- 
ments  wero  weak,  and  that  no  recruits  were  likely  to  come  from 
the  West  Indies,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Whitmorc  for  three  conipanie>» 
of  light  iufantiy  of  his  gaiTison  : — my  letter  and  the  Governors 
answer  are  endoaed.  If  Brigadier  Whiimore  did  not  cona^t  to 
my  pn^xml  it  has  proceeded  from  the  most  serapukiiis  obadienoe 
to  otiaBf  bdienng  bimadf  not  at  Ubortj  to  judge  and  act 
aoaiidiiig  to  dtcaantanoai.  Hie  Ibiir  new  oonipaDifla  of  Baagn 
aie  so  vary  bad  that  I  expect  no  aamae  fipom  them,  unless  mixed 
with  the  light  infantry,  and  it  was  with  that  view  that  I  apj^iad 
to  the  Marshal  for  a  company  of  volunteers  from  Louisbourg. 
Five  field-oflFicors  of  \\ivsp  rfrri infants  and  scveml  captains  are 
either  sick  or  employed  upon  the  continent;  forty  men  of  Brand's 
regiment,  upon  duty  at  St.  Juiiu's.  We  leave  eighty  sick  at 
Louisbourg,  uihI  a  liundrcd  iuvoHds.  Several  transports  have 
not  yet  joined  us ;  their  provi»ons  and  their  boats  are  very 
ttudt  wanted.  However  I  have  taken  8000  baneb  of  floor 
and  faueoit  fimm  the  oontnctorls  stove  at  Ijonisbourg.  I  writ 
to  €teneiil  Amhent  for  moneys  but  be  oooU  sand  no  none; 
tbis  18  one  of  the  flnt  siege^  pediaps,  that  ever  was  onderlaken 
without  it  The  camp  ^C^vifBgt  of  time  ngiments  is  supposed 
to  be  either  lost  or  taken  upon  the  passage  from  Philadelphia. 
Wc  have  su|j[ilii  (1  thoni  with  tents  from  the  ordnance  stores, 
and  must  mike  the  uM  ki  tiles,  etc.,  serve  the  campaign. 
There  are  1000  of  the  Boston  Militia  at  Loui.sUuLug.  I  desired 
Brigadier  Whitmore  to  complete  our  companies  of  Rai^rs 
from  them,  and  to  give  me  100  labourers  solely  as  pioneers. 
Ibe  mm  were  asked  if  they  dioae  to  go,  and  at  it  addom 
happens  that  a  New  England  nan  prefiBn  ssrrioe  to  o  laqr 
none  of  them  seemed  to  approiva  of  the  pr«^iosal;  tbey  did  not 
ask  it,  and  the  General  would  not  order  them. 

If  the  Admiral  had,  as  I  wished,  deferred  sending  baa  letters  \ 
till  the  fleet  got  up  to  the  Isle  of  Bic,  and  till  we  knew  what 
progress  Mr.  Dureil  had  madey  (of  which  we  are  at  present 
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entirplv  ignorant)  you,  Sir,  would  have  been  able  to  form  some 
judgment  of  the  state  of  affairs.  There  we  might  learn  what 
succours  (if  anv)  got  up  before  the  Reai-AciiuiiHl,  and  other 
circumstances  of  moment.  Since  the  fleet  came  out,  I  have 
received  a  letter  fhm  the  Lieut-Governor  of  the  MassadiUBettB 
Bay,  acquainting  me  that  he  is  preparing  to  emberk  800  of  the 
militia  of  his  pfrovince  to  serve  with  us.  These  are  the  pioneen 
which  I  desired  Gen.  Amhent  to  send.  Colonel  Burton  and 
Major  Barr^  who  were  onplojed  by  the  General  at  Boston,  have 
spoke  of  Mr.  Hutchin8on''s  zeal  for  the  pubhc  sen* ice,  and  very 
great  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  his  provinc  e,  in  a  nmnner  much 
to  his  advantat^.  We  ixpect  to  find  a  good  part  oi  the  force  of 
Canacia  at  Queljec,  and  we  are  prepared  to  meet  them.  What- 
ever the  end  ii,  I  flatter  myself  that  his  Mujeiiy  will  uot  be 
dissati^ed  with  the  behaviour  of  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc, 

J.  Worn 

Hie  dispatch  ship  bore  also  another  missive  from  Wolfe. 
When  he  had  hastened  home  from  Louisbourg  the  previous  autumn 
he  had  greatly  offended  Barrington,  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  had 
written  him  to  stay  there  in  a  letter  which  Wolfe,  by  his  hurried 
departure,  missL-d.  BaiTington  had  afterwaixls  been  soundly  rated 
by  Pitt  for  aliovs  ing  Wolfe  to  return  home.  The  letter  missed  the 
Major-Greneral  either  at  Bath  or  BUuJcheath,  was  subsequently 
forwaided  to  Louisbourg,  and  there  Wolfe  read  and  answered  it. 

To  VlBOOOMT  BABimOTOSl. 

"Neptune/*  si  Sea,  m  June,  1769. 
My  Lord, — Since  my  arrival  in  America  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  receive  two  letters  from  your  Lordship,  one  of  an  old 
date  eoncemiiig  my  stay  in  this  timntry.  in  answer  to  which,  I 
shall  only  say,  that  the  Marshal  toltl  nie,  I  wtus  to  return  at 
the  end  of  the  Campaign,  and  (jenet  al  Amhei^t  haxi  no  oilier 
commands  than  to  send  me  to  winter  at  Hali£u  under  the 
aden  of  an  officer,  who  was^  but  a  few  months  before^  put  over 
my  heedf  I  thought  it  was  mudbi  better  to  get  into  the  way  of 
Smioe,  and  out  of  the  way  of  being  insulted.  And  as  the  style 
of  your  Lonlship^s  letter  is  pretty  strong,  I  must  take  the  liberty 
to  inform  you,  that  though  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to 
have  gone  with  Grenl.  Amherst  to  join  the  Army  upon  the  Lakes, 
and  oitered  my  services  immediately  after  the  reduction  of 
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Txjuisbour^'  to  carr)'  a  roinforcenient  to  Mr.  Abercrombie  if 
Quebec  was  not  to  be  attacked;  yet  rather  tiiaii  receive  orders 
in  the  Gox  ernnient  of  an  officer  younger  than  myself  (tho'  a  very 
worthy  man)  I  should  certainly  have  desired  leave  to  resign  my 
commudoti ;  for  I  ndther  ask  nor  expect  any  Ikvour,  to  I  new 
intend  to  aulmiit  to  any  ill  usage  whatMever.  Your  Loidfliitp^ 
letter  with  the  Cartd  ooiiclud«i  between  his  Bfajcfly  and  Uie 
Fim6k  King  is  come  to  mj  hands ;  Brigr.  Genl.  Murray  and 
Colonel  Howe  having  represented  to  me,  that  an  Ensign  of 
Amberst's  Regiment,  and  two  of  Anstruther's  had  not  joined 
their  Corps,  since  their  commissions  were  out,  and  that  General 
Amherst's  intentions  were  to  supercede  these  officers,  and  put 
others  in  their  looiii  luore  disposed  to  serve,  I  have  therefore 
taken  upon  me  to  appoint  oflScers  to  these  commissions  in  con- 
formity to  the  Gcneralls  intentions,  and  for  the  good  of  his 
Majesty's  service,  waiting  however  to  within  a  few  days  of  oar 
sailing  for  the  arrival  of  these  g^tlemen.  lliere  are  no  less 
than  100  invah'ds,  absolutely  unfit  for  service  in  this  Corps  of 
Troops  (47  of  Fraser's  RegL)  60  are  to  go  home  in  the  "  Night- 
ingale,*" and  40  in  a  Cartel  Ship  appointed  by  the  Admiral  to 
carry  prisoners  to  Prance.  T  have  filler!  up  the  vacancies  in 
these  regiments,  and  enclose  my  report  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  w  ith  ijreat  Respect  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship  s  most  obedient  and  most  Humble  Servant, 

Jam.  Wolfk. 

PS. — The  3  Ensigns  Commissions  fire  dated  before  the 
letters ;  but  this  is  to  give  their  proper  rank  to  the  Volunteers 
who  suceeeded, 

Owing  to  the  thick  fogs  it  was  a  week  before  they  could  enter 
the  Gulf,  and  the  fleet  did  not  reach  the  Isle  of  Bic,  where  they 
were  to  meet  Durell,  before  June  18.  That  officer  had,  it  appeared, 
sailed  on  up  the  river  after  capturing  a  French  storeship  and  a 
Quebec  sloop.  From  them  he  learnt  what  Wolfe  had  dreaded 
most.  Three  frigates  and  a  score  of  storeships  had  preceded  the 
procrastinating  DareU.  Wolfe  himself,  on  hoard  the  Richmond 
fri^te,  in  advance  of  SannderB*  flagship  and  the  main  fleet,  got  the 
unweloone  tidings*  AHhoagh  the  Uow  was  a  serioos  one  he  did 
nut  know  all,  for  in  the  fint  ship  to  pass  the  straits  was  Mont- 
caim^s  ablest  lieatenant,  Bougainville,  who  had  just  recrossed  the 
ocean  to  make  representations  to  the  French  Court.  Bougainville 
bore  an  intercepted  letter  from  Amherst  revealing  the  whole  of 
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ritl's  plan  of  cain{.;ji^ii.  for  the  timely  intoriiiHliuji  Mtnit- 

calm  thus  received  he  would  have  hcon  unable  to  make  his  prepar- 
ations, and  Wolfe,  instead  of  the  long  and  dreary  task  before  him, 
might  have  faUeD  on  the  eaem/s  weak  point  and  won  victoiy  in 
July  instead  of  Scfitember. 

Meann^ii^  bod  as  the  news  wa8»  Wolfe  hoped  Anr  tbe  besty  and 
it  was  certainly  a  aatiifibction  to  know  that  Durell  bad  pushed  on 
up  the  rivcT  and  got  as  dose  to  the  French  lines  as  possible — 
indeed,  furtlier  than  many  of  the  f^wncb  pilots  believed  possible. 
With  him  had  gone  Carletan,  from  whom  Wolfe  expected  but 
received  as  yet  no  tidings. 

Although  tin-  situation  was  nuL  fortunate  in  one  respect,  in 
another  it  was  more  than  Wolfe  had  ever  dared  expect.  1  It  had 
won  Saunders  over  to  a  co-operation  between  sea  and  iaiid  force** 
as  perfect  as  it  coold  be^  mote  perfect  than  it  bad  evo:  been  in  any 
previous  eipedition.  The  Admiial'*sthoq^te  and  lesouroes  were  not 
to  he  primarily  (as  Wolfe  had  onoe  feaied)  with  Halifez  and  Louis- 
bouiig»  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  aimy,  but  he  and  his  ships  were  to  be 
at  the  GeTicrnl\s  right  hand.  Anson  supposed  he  would  linger  with 
his  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gulf,  having  put  the  tnuuqports  and 
guide  frigates  on  tho  safe  path,  Saunders,  too,  it  appeared,  was  a 
fighting  man,  and  a^reefi  to  accompany  Wolfe  with  his  entire 
battle  squadron  to  the  wails  of  the  fortress  which  Wolfe  meant 
should  be  taken. 

This  feat  of  sailing  up  his  battle  squadron  appear^  ea^iier  to 
resolve  than  to  accomplish.  The  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Isle  of 
Orleans  was  only  navigable  by  trained  pilots.  For  a  strsoger  to 
sail  mich  a  stream  was  to  court  certain  destruction.  Daily  the 
men  of  the  fleet  were  employed  anchorin^^  webbing  and  tacking, 
while  the  view  on  either  side  of  the  ny&  was  quaint  and  attractive 
enough  to  draw  many  of  the  soldiers  on  deck  *  to  get  their  first 
glimpses  of  the  Canadian  villages,  with  their  spired  churclies  and 
curious  architecture.  The  approach  of  the  fleet  was  hemlded  by 
.signal  iires  which  were  lighted  on  the  sliore,  and  which,  in  the  cji&e 
of  St.  Joseph^  aroutied  the  ho»tiiity  of  the  haJntmUa,  who  tired 

*  As  considerate  as  he  waR  < oiirteous,  the  voting  commander  had  provided 
for  the  rpprpation  aiul  health  of  the  soldiers  oy  orclcrintf  that  each  rrgiment 
should  be  guoplied  with  tLshing-hooka  and  lines,  and  Uiat  a  certain  4uantity  of 
ginger  thoala  be  given  to  every  man  daily  for  the  purpose  of  mixing  with  the 
water  thov  flmnk.  By  the  20th  most  of  the  shlp<  li;ul  doubled  the  Point  of 
Tadooj«ac,  where  Uie  powerful  current  from  the  dark  and  deep  tributory 
Ssgaensy  drove  ba«k  seveial  of  the  tnasporls  and  ftveed  odicfs  fnm  tlisir 
aoMiora. — Wri^t 

VF  S 
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upon  oue  of  tlie  souiuliii*^  Ijcuits.  It  was  lliought  \<'v\\  to  make  an 
example  of  this  assault,  and,  altiiough  no  Lives  were  lost,  a  detacli- 
mcnt  of  troops  from  before  Quebec  was  sent  to  ham  and  ivttibi 
the  MtUemfiBt. 

One  of  the  transports  in  the  van  was  the  QoodmB^vrho&t  master 
was  an  old  aeatnan  named  Kfllick.  The  awcrtione  of  the  Fr^idi 
pilot  that»  owing  to  the  tenon  of  the  peaaege  tlu  ongh  the  river, 
Canada  wotild  prove  the  gm've  of  the  most  of  Wolfe  s  army, 
so  disgusted  this  honest  fellow  that,  but  for  the  Adinirar.s  stem 
orders,  he  would  have  thrown  him  cr.  orhoarcL  At  it  was,  he 
decided  to  dispense  with  his  unwilling  services. 

"I'll  coiivince  you,"  he  cried,  "that  an  Englishman  shall  go 
wbcic  a  Frenchman  dare  not  show  his  nose !  ^  So,  careless  of  the 
sounding  boats  which  lined  the  stream,  he  took  the  helm  and  drav« 
ahead  with  great  oooben  and  (H  mint  be  added)  great  Inek. 
When  he  had  anooeHfulIy  negotiated  the  iatal  Ttmnt,  be  ex- 
claimed to  his  cheering  audience  on  deck,   n  me  if  fhen 

are  not  a  thouHuld  piacea  in  tilie  llumiea  tffiy  timet  more 
dangerous !  * 

The  French  pilot  asked  Knox  "  if  the  old  seaman  hadnt  been 
there  before,  and  on  hearing  that  he  had  not,  he  lifted  his  hands 
and  eyesj  to  heaven  with  fervencv.'"  As  for  the  French,  we  may 
learn  what  they  thought  by  a  pcsMige  in  a  letter  from  Vaudit^uil 
to  hi»  Governaieut.  "  The  enemy,"'"'  he  wrote,  "  have  passed  sixty 
shine  of  war  where  we  dunt  not  risk  a  vcnel  of  a  hmidred  t«nis  by 
ni|^t  and  day." 

lYavellii^  in  this  manner,  the  tnmporU  reached  the  eaat  end 

of  the  Isle  of  Orleans.  Over  twenty  milet  long  is  this  fertile 
isbnd  (though  but  four  wide),  a  naiix)W  strip  of  kmd  dividing  the 
St.  Lawrence  into  two  channels.  Theopperend  bounds  the  Quebec 
basin,  and  faces  the  city  four  miles  away.  Off  St.  Laurent  the 
troops  were  ehanned  with  the  scenery.  Here,""  says  Kifox,  "we 
are  entertained  with  a  most  agnH  ,il>lt  prospect  of  a  delight  tul 
country  on  eveiy  side — windmill  ,  wuter-inills,  churchfti,  chapuls 
and  compact  farm-hoases,  all  built  witli  stone  and  covered,  some 
with  wood  and  others  with  straw.  T^e  land  appears  to  be  eveiy* 
where  weli  cultivated,  aowed  with  flax,  wheat,  iMurley,  pease,  etc, 
and  the  grounds  endoeed  with  wooden  palee.  The  wcatiber  to-daj 
agreeably  warm.  A  li^t  Hogeometimeft  bangs  over  the  bighlnMK 
but  in  the  river  a  fine  clear  air." 

On  the  ^th  the  fleet  anchored  off  St  Laurent.   That  same 
afternoon  WoUe^  on  board  the  if kkmond,  iseoed  his  ordeti  for 
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the  landing  upon  the  Isle  of  Orleans  at  six  orlock  the  loUowiDg 
morning.   At  midni^i  b»  aent  a  body  of  forty  Bangen  trader 

Lieutenant  Meech  to  reconnoitre  on  shore.  Their  presence  caused 
a  stampede  of  the  ppa<;ntitry  and  Indians,  and  although  one  of  their 
number  was  scal[)»  d  and  butchered,  they  n  [hji  !•  d  at  dawn  that  the 
1^1  and,  so  far  ;is  ihoy  coukl  a.sct;rtairi,  was  iK  scrted.  The  troops 
duly  landed,  uiul,  with  the  exception  ui  a  detaclimcnt  or  two,  were 
encamped  about  a  mile  inland.^ 

Hie  piridk  emi  of  St.  lUumnt^  liaving  fint  nmoved  emy 
onuunnt  or  momlilt  uludi  mii^t  tempt  the  aqpidity  of  the 
BritUi  aoUury  stack  up  a  placard  beseeching  the  worthy  oflem 
of  the  British  Army^  that  from  thdr  well-known  hcumuiHy  they 
woold  protect  the  sacred  building  as  well  as  his  house  and  tene- 
ments adjoining,  adding  with  charming  irony,  tliat  he  regretted 
their  not  arriving  earlio  in  the  season,  as  they  miLi;Iit  have  cnioyed 
his  asparnrriis  and  other  products  of  his  garden^  now  unhappily 
gone  to  6eed. 

Having  seen  the  army  encamped,  Wolfe,  with  Major  Mackellar, 
the  engineer-in-chief,  and  en  eaoort  of  light  troops,  strode  off  to 
raoomioitfie  the  enemy's  poaitkiii  at  Quebec  and  tfa«  fbattuea  of  the 
farroanding  country,  Rom  8t  Lairait  no  view  was  possible,  but 
a  couple  St  miles  bvoiight  the  party  to  the  weatem  end  of  the 
iaiand  and  theie  lhaj  wen  leinBded  witii  the  praapeet  in  all  its 
gfandear. 

Quebec  t  What  must  Imve  hof^n  in  the  heart  and  brain  of  the 
voimg  general  when  the  great  rocky  fortress  first  "  swam  into  his 
ken  M  Di<l  lu-  flinch  when  those  massive  heights,  seemingly  so 
impri  ^nablc,  tiaiihed  in  the  sun  upuii  Lis  wondering  gaze  ?  "Three 
ur  lour  tbousttnd  men/''  boasted  Bougainville,  "  could  hold  itogain.^t 
all  oomett.*  There  ware  now  orer  four  times  that  number  behind 
the  frowning  waUs  and  the  aanomiding  eatienehmenta. 

Biit  it  vaa  not  the  eannonrsludded  iiitlnaB  itaeify  froin  whose 
dtadal  floated  the  flag  of  the  lilies,  but  that  which  greeted  the 
British  commander  on  his  ri^t  hand  which  gave  him  panao 
idiidi  mode  him  naliae  inatantly  tibat  he  mnat  wholly  chn^  hia 

*  Sparks'  relnt*>>  nn  anecdote  of  the  landing: .  Onr>  nf  tfip  m^ipn'?  in  Brake's 
rM^mADt  wu  WUliuu  Henry  Furfiuc  of  tlie  soUe  Vugixiiaa  fuaily^  the 
fnenda  trfWaafaingtaii  in  earlj  Ufii-Hi  youth  of  nraeli  promise,  who Ium  been 
educated  in  England.  Wolfe  saw  him  as  the  army  landi  d,  seated  near  the 
bank  of  the  nver,  end  touching  him  on  the  shoulder,  said,  "  Young 
man,  when  yon  eooM  into  aetlan, naMiibev  ymir  neaie !"  Hm  li^JiUMtion 
WS8  not  forguttcii  Tlir  worthy  inheritor  of  hij;  n Me  nanie,  young  Fairfax 
of  the  7Bth,  ere  long  fell  on  tJie  seme  gioriooi  held,  aboatthe  same  tune^ 
aod  close  by  Ida  eaaunawlar. 
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plans.  Hie  FWneb  were  not  holding  the  fort  In  Qaebec.  Their 
line  of  hattle  extended  all  along  the  north  shore  for  eight  miles, 
from  the  fortress  to  the  River  Montmorenci,  whose  famous  falls 

glittered  white  and  spnrklinp;  hr^fore  him.  Ever}*  spot  on  that 
elevated  bank  wa8  defended  by  a  redoubt,  and  behind  that  r<  doubt 
were  fbc  Avhitc-rlnd  repjiments  of  Beam,  Guienne  and  Royal 
RoiLs^silioM,  the  trained  men  of  the  colonial  marine,  the  militia  and 
their  bloodthirsty  Indian  allies.  In  the  centre  of  tins  line  stood 
the  village  of  Bcauport,  which  gave  iti  name  to  the  shore.  On 
this  Beauport  shore  Wolfe,  as  we  have  seen  in  his  letter  to  bis 
uncle  Wcdter,  meant  to  have  landed.  He  eiqiected  a  ''smart 
action  ^  at  the  St.  Charles  river,  whence  he  would  fall  boldly  upon 
Quebec  at  diort  range.  His  field  glass  now  showed  him  how  hb 
hopes  were  frustrated.  The  French,  uot  content  to  rely  soldy 
upon  the  strength  of  Qiielxr  itself,  had  ptit  formidable  barriers 
in  the  way  of  attacking  the  city  at  close  quarters.  Montralni  and 
his  army  mast  be  defeated  before  the  British  general  could  even 
approach  the  fortress.  As  for  any  hope  of  surmoimting  the 
heights  higher  up  the  river  past  Quebec,  it  must  surely  be 
abandoned. 

It  was  all  so  diflerent  in  reality  from  what  be  bad  heard 
by  report  or  seen  on  paper! 

When  the  truth  of  the  situation  burst  upon  him,  Wolfe  turned 
away  back  to  St.  Laurent— disappointed  it  may  be,  but  as  resoluteas 
ever.  On  the  return  journey  the  sky  suddenly  darkened,  a  terrific 
stonn  of  wind  sprang  up  and  the  rain  descended  with  great  violence. 
A  tv])ical  Iviurentian  hurricane  wrenched  several  of  the  transports 
from  their  mcxjrings,  causing  the  men-of-war  to  strain  heavily  on 
their  cables.  In  the  middle  of  the  camp  the  flag  of  England, 
drenched,  but  stiff  in  the  gale,  greeted  Wolfe  on  his  return.  He 
may  have  smiled  in  the  conviction  that,  difficult  as  the  emprise 
was,  bloody  as  the  issue  might  be,  fetal  even  to  himself,  that 
solitary  flag  so  placed  would  henoeforwaid  over  Canadian  soil  float 
for  ever.  The  storm  was  spent :  the  sun  went  down  Qnebeo-waids 
in  a  gold  and  crimson  sky.  The  men  lit  their  camp  fires,  supped, 
and  in  still  air  rt?u1  under  a  gleaming  moon  slept  soundly  in  their 
teuts.  The  hand  was  laid  to  the  work :  to-morrow  would  see  the 
work  in  earnest  begun. 

The  damage  done  to  the  .ship.^  by  the  storm  made  it  clear  to 
Saunders  that  St.  Laurent  was  a  bad  anchorage,  and  he  r^olvtxl  to 
move  the  fleet  two  or  three  miles  nearer  to  Quebec.  While  the 
Admiral  reooimoitred,  Wolfe  busied  bimsdf  estaUuhing  posts 
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throughout  the  island,  and  in  drawing  up  orders  to  the  troops. 
"Once  for  all,"  he  directed  peremptorily,  "the  men  must  not 
wander  nbont  in  a  disorderly  manner.*'  For  men  who  had  been 
boxed  up  on  slii ji]x)ar(l  fur  iiiojith.s  it  waA  perhaps  but  natural  tliat 
they  should  tir&t  revel  in  the  comparative  freedom  of  land.  But 
the  general  was  resolved  on  the  strictest  discipline.  "The  army 
must  hM  themsdves  in  rwtdincsB  always  to  get  under  arms,  either 
to  march  or  fight,  at  the  shortest  notice."  He  also  on  this  day 
composed  a  manifesto  in  the  Aench  language,  which  was  afterwards 
posted  up  by  Monckton  on  the  door  of  the  village  ehurdi  of 
Beaumont^  The  translation  bj  Knox  is  as  follows — 

his  Excelkticy  James  Wolfe,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  a  Regiment 
Iitfanirt/,  Mqjor-Gmeral,  and  CommandgF'm^hirf  of  Us  BfUannk 
Mqjestifs  Forces  m  the  River  Si.  Lametwey  etc. 

The  formidable  sea  and  land  armament  which  the  people  of 
Canada  now  hehold  in  Uie  heart  of  their  country,  is  intended  by 
the  King,  my  master,  to  dieck  the  insolenee  of  IVanee,  to  revenge 
the  Ineolts  ollhred  to  the  British  colonies,  and  totally  to  depiive 
the  FVench  of  their  most  valuable  settlement  in  North  America. 
For  these  purposes  is  tlu  formidable  army  under  my  command 
intended.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  wages  no  war  with  the 
industrious  peasant,  the  sacred  orders  of  religion,  or  the  defenceless 
women  and  children  ;  to  these,  in  their  distressful  circumstances, 
his  royal  clemency  offers  protection.  The  people  may  remain 
unmolested  on  their  lands,  inhabit  their  houses,  and  enjoy  their 
religion  in  security.  For  these  inestimable  blessings  I  expect  the 
Canadians  will  take  no  part  in  the  great  contest  between  the  two 
crowns.  But  i^  by  a  vain  obstinai^  and  misgnided  valour,  they 
presume  to  appear  in  arms,  they  must  expect  the  most  &tal  con- 
fwpifniftT"  habitations  destroyed,  their  sacred  temples  exposed 

to  an  exasperated  soldiery,  their  harvest  utterly  ruined,  and  the 
cmly  passage  for  relief  stopped  up  by  a  most  formidable  fleet  In 
this  unhappy  situfition,  and  closely  attacked  by  another  great  aimy, 
what  can  tiie  wretched  natives  expect  froin  opposition  ? 

The  unparalleled  barbarities  exerted  by  the  French  against  our 
settlements  in  America  might  justify  the  bitter^  revenge  in  the 
army  under  my  command ;  but  Britons  breathe  higher  sentiments 
of  humanity,  and  listen  to  the  merafb]  dietatest?  the  Christian 

'  Wright  says  "  a  translation  in  French  of  the  following  manifesto,"  and 
then  gives  the  document  as  if  it  were  the  oruiaal.  It  is,  of  ooarae,  it«elf  only 
a  tnuMm  of  tlie  smaiftslspsBasd  ty  WdlA»,  wtth  Bsni's  swh*swBs 
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religion.  Yet,  should  you  suffer  yourselves  to  be  deluded  by  an 
imaginary  prospect  of  our  want  of  succes.«  ;  sViould  you  refuse  the.^ 
terms,  and  persist  in  opposition,  then  surely  will  tb»»  law  of  nations 
justify  the  vrasfe  of  war,  a.s  necessary  to  crush  an  uiigenerous 
enemy  ;  and  then  the  miserable  Canadiaus  must  in  the  winter  have 
the  mortification  of  seeing  their  vexy  feunilies,  for  whom  they  have 
been  exerting  bat  a  ftdikn  «iid  indbewet  twmiy,  perish  by 
moft  diflmal  want  and  ftudiie.  In  this  great  dflwinna  let  the 
wiadom  of  ' the  people  of  Caneda  ibow  itself.  Britain  etictchee  not 
a  poweribl  yet  merciful  band$  faithful  to  her  engngemeptg,  and 
leady  to  secure  her  in  her  most  valuable  rig^itB  and  poaaeBtaaoa. 
France,  unable  to  support  Canada,  deserts  her  cause  at  this  import- 
ant crisis,  and  during  the  whole  war  has  assisted  her  with  troops, 
who  have  been  niaintained  only  by  making  the  Dativett  feel  ail  the 
weight  of  gric\  oils  and  lawless  oppression. 

Given  at  Laurent,  in  the  Island  ui  Orleans,  this  2^ih  day  of 
June,  1769. 

Even  as  WoUb  pfnnfd  this  pmclamation  and  Sannden  aeMchad 
fiir  a  taler  anGhanige»  the  eoany  was  preparing  a  on^  horn  which 

great  resiilts  were  hoped.  At  nudnight  on  the  S8tii  a  sentrj  at 
Pointe  dX)rIeans  observed  a  nomber  of  black  objects  floating  en 
the  water.  Thinking  them  some  craft  belonging  to  the  enemy 
approaching  the  island  he  ga\  e  tlie  alarm  to  his  ct>mraclns.  As  ha 
did  so,  a  flash  lit  up  the  darkness  accompanied  by  a  deaitning  dis- 
charge of  shot  and  sliell.  In  a  moment  a  whole  fleet  of  flaming 
fireships  stoud  icsealcd.  As  one  after  another  of  these  terrific 
engiiies  of  destructioa  become  ignited,  ezploaioii  after  aqdosicm 
rent  the  midnight  ahr.  So  etartled  by  tiie  apparitioB  was  ttn 
pioquet,  soaioe  half  awakened,  that  they  fled  in  a  psnie  ta  ilMar 
eomrades  in  the  main  body,  idnibioed  by  other  picqueta  aa  lhay 
ran.  Ihe  whole  army  spiang  to  arms,  »s  if  the  French  ware  upon 
them,  and  not  until  dawning  day  alla3red  their  fears  was  order  in 
the  ranks  restored.   The  troopa  then  disoovevad  what  it  waa  wfaiflh 

had  so  startled  thcTn. 

Elaljorately  ntid  regardless  of  expense  the  French  hud  prcjmred 
seven  fire&hips  vviiich,  in  the  hopes  of  setting  ablaze  Saunders"  fleet, 
they  had  launched  from  beneath  their  batteries  at  Quebec  Hie 
distanee  to  be  tmmaed  waa  six  mike  and  the  narigatkm  difficult ; 
yet  had  the  officer  In  commaiwl,  Ddooche,  kept  hia  head,Vaudiaairi 
ted  hopee  -mi^  not  have  been  halBed.  But  he  did  not  keep  hia 
head :  prenctni^  ha  apfdied  tha  matdi  and  fled  tohie  boei;  his 
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oompuiioiit  in  tiw  other  fireships  did  the  same.  And  so  the  seven 
belching  messeng^  of  destruction  were  left  to  the  hazafd  oi  the 
tide  to  reach  their  destination  before  their  f1<  struclivc  pow(>r  wa« 
exhausted.  In  this  exploit  one  French  captain  and  six  marines 
perisiied.  That  whicli  had  cost  the  enemy  a  miUion  iivres  proved 
otterly  ftitiks.  Having  timely  notice  in  the  terrific  premature 
cannonading  off  Orleans  Point,  the  cooi-iieaded  i&rs  oi  bauiulers' 
picquet4)i»ili  rawed  out  to  Uie  ilaming  moniten  aadt  witii  knd 
huBMy  fcowed  thnn  Mbonu  ^lere  wity  bluiiffid  lunnleMlj  till 
dawn,  brilliatitly  illuminating  the  aky  fiiv  inQes  around. 

"  They  were  certainly,""  says  Knox,  **  the  grandest  fireworks  (if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  call  them  so)  that  can  poidbly  be  conceived, 
many  circumstances  having  contributed  to  their  awfiil,  yet  wonder* 
ftil,  appenrnnce,  and  afforded  a  scene  infinitely  superior  to  any 
adequate  description.'"^ 

But  the  incident  of  the  fleeing  picquets  roused  Wolfe's  indigna- 
tion, and  in  his  orders  on  the  29th  severely  did  he  reprimand  such 
oondnct.  T^adr  officer  was  arrested  and  ordered  to  be  tried  by 
ooori-martia],  but  as  ho  bora  an  excellent  chatacter  and  was  only 
tedinically  responsiUe  for  the  panics  he  was  Babse<inently  paidooed 
at  Bfeiickton^s  intercession.  Wdlle*s  opinion  was  spread  broadcMt. 
••Next  to  valour,"  he  wrote,  "Ihc  best  qualities  in  a  mib'taiy 
man  are  vigilance  and  caation.""  There  probably  never  lived  a 
^olrh'er  who  more  strikm^y  oomlnned  in  himself  all  three  of  these 
virtues. 

Meanwhile  Admiral  Saunders  was  intent  on  getting  his  ships 
out  of  the  narrow  channel  off  St.  Iviurent  to  a  securer  anchorage. 
He  found  such  opposite  Point  Levis,  but  believed  that  the  French 
worn  erecting  a  battery  there.  Informing  Wolfe  instantly  of  his 
sarmise^  he  begged  him  to  dispatdi  sufficient  troops  to  dislodge 
the  enemy.  Hie  General  complied  with  this  request  with  a 
promptness  which  mij^t  well  have  made  old  Vernon  and  Gathoart 
torn  in  their  graves. 

Monckton,  with  his  four  battalioiM,  was  ordered  to  cross  the 
river  to  Beaumont,  a  villajre  lying  immeflintely  to  the  south.  On 
the  iiOth  Monckton  gained  I'oint  T/'vis,  mul  brushing  aside  a  hand- 
ful of  Canadian  militia  seized  it  almost  without  a  blow.  Here,  in 
full  view  of  Quebec,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Marines,  Moncklon 
threw  up  entrenchments  for  his  brigade.  Townsheud  wai»  ordered 
to  maidb  his  hcigide  toBointe  dtMeans,  on  the  island  just  opposite 
MondEton,  and  tbere  encamp.  When  SaundeES  had  mov«d  aphis 

*  Jmnuaif  voL  i.  p.  206L 


Digitized  by  Google 


442    LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WOLFE 


fleet  into  the  basin,  the  situation  ere  sunset  on  July  1  may  be  said 
to  have  been  clearly  revealed  to  boUi  Admiral  and  GeneraL  Be* 
siegers  and  besieged  confronted  one  another. 

We  may  therefore  seize  this  opportunity  to  pierce  through  the 
bastions  and  entrenchments  of  the  eriemy,  and  briefly  describe  the 
men,  and  more  particularly  the  maii  who,  on  this  day  afterwards 
to  be  celebrated  by  millions  as  the  birthday  of  the  Canadian 
Confederation,  was  pitted  against  the  hero  of  these  pages  in  a  fife- 
and-deatfa  struggle  for  the  pOBBOooion  of  Canada. 
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XIX 

THE  REVERSE  AT  MONTM ORENCI 

Nevrr  before  had  Canada  boasted  so  many  French  soldiers  as 
had  now  boen  for  some  sejisons  nrravcd  under  the  oommaiid  of 
Louis  Joseph,  Manjuis  de  Montcahn-Gozon.^ 

In  the  three  years  dui'ing  whicli  this  eniiaejit  soldier  had  been 
Conmiander-in-Chief  of  the  Canadian  Army  he  had,  iu  spite  of 
manifold  difficulties  and  the  dishonesty  or  maladroitness  of  his 
superiors,  managed  to  set  several  imporfcant  successes  to  his  credit 
He  hod  fidlen  upon  Osw^  and  destroyed  it»  taking  1,400 
pnaooen  and  great  hoa^j.  He  had  hroufj^t  about  the  retirement 
of  Lord  I^^udoun  and  his  army,  and  from  the  stnnig  Frendb 
fortress  of  Tioonderoga  he  had  led  6^000  troops  against  Fort 
William  Henry  and  compelled  the  commander,  Colonel  Munro,  to 
capitulate.  In  this  siege  Montcalm  had  ht^rn  nssiKtcd  by  a  horde 
of  savage  followers,  who  understood  notliiiiLi;  of  t(  i  ins  oi  capitula- 
tiuij  or  the  French  code  of  honour.  The  tujisetjueiue  wa-s  that 
as  the  garrison,  wiiii  the  women  and  children,  filed  through  the 
woods  on  the  way  to  Fort  £dward,.the  Indians  fell  upon  them,  and 
one  of  the  most  dreadful  massacres  in  New  World  histoiy  ensued* 
Having  given  up  their  muskets  to  the  victors,  the  soldieis  had 
nothing  wherewith  to  defend  themselves;  they  were  scalped  by 
hundreds,  helpless  women  and  diildren  were  brained  by  toma- 
hawks or  against  the  trunks  of  trees.  Montcalm  was  horrified  at 
the  disgraceful  bu.Mness ;  but  there  were  others  amongst  the 
Fretich  who  anticipated  it,  and  it  was  this  which  made  Wolfe^s 
gorge  rise  when  the  news  reached  England.^ 

■  Kfontealiii  ww  bora  in  t1i«  Chiteni  de  Csndiae,  wu  Ntmet>  Felyniuy 

2f),  1712,  and  wa?  tlin^  fiftf  tti  ytvirs  Wolfe's  senior.  While  still  n  hi<y 
be  wrote  to  his  fother  that  he  was  resolved  to  be  a  brave  and  Christiau  geutle- 
man,  a  good  seliokr,  a  good  honeman,  a  good  fenoer  and  datifidsad  sabiiui- 
^ivc  to  his  parents  and  tutor  :  a  Icn^hy  li.st  of  resolves  which  his  sAer  life 
shows  he  eadeavoured  to  carxy  out  and  with  .success. 

*  "Tliere  is  no  doubt,"  remaHn  Wood,  "  tliat  the  FVench  are  sbsoliitely 
clear  of  any  suspicion  of  foul  play  in  this  affair  ;  but  with  6,000  troops  near 
by  it  seems  that  they  might  have  taken  more  precautiooB  to  sa^wiiard  their 
prisoneiB  hma  1«800  Induns.  The  divided  command  wssjptobshfy  the  cense 
of  their  dlsMtiwis  ne^igeiice.'*— Fight M  Canada,  p.  9S. 
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Subsequently  the  French,  under  Montcalm,  had  triumphed  on 
I^kc  Cliam plain,  wlicro  General  Aberrrombie  had  tried  to  take 
Ticonderoga  with  15,0(K)  mm,  failing  miserably. 

But  behind  the  confident  a>[)i(  t  Qnohoc  offered  to  the  foe  was 
a  strange  scene  of  despair  and  con  uj  iliou.  The  Viceroy  was  Pierre 
I'ranijOis  de  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  wiio  had  been  bom 
in  the  colony  during  the  long  vice-royalty  of  his  fotlier  more  than 
half-flrcentmy  before.  Amongst  the  offidab  of  the  colony  reckless 
extravagaiice  provaj]ed»  and  the  chief  of  these  officials  was  Ihe 
Intendant,  ¥aax^im  Bigot.  In  two  years  alone  it  is  estiiiiAted  that 
Bigot's  robberies  amounted  to  neariy  a  million  poimds  sterhng.^ 

Montcalm  was  wretched  because  of  the  vices  and  trregalflrities 
around  him,  but  in  his  capacity  of  merely  military  commander 
wR-s  powerless  to  rhcfk  them.  Jealous  of  \ff>ntmlm.  Governor 
Vaudreuil  answered  hiii  wamings  haughtily, and  the  breach  betweeo 
the  two  men  widened.* 

When  Bougainville  rejoined  Montcalm  in  the  spring  of  1759, 
after  his  mission  to  France,  he  brought  out  the  King's  orders  to 
defend  the  ooloDy  to  the  last  with  the  forces  at  the  Commander-in- 
Chiefs  disposal,  and  at  least  not  to  yidd  Qnebeo. 

**How  fflsudl  soever  the  space  yon  are  able  to  hold  amy  be,^ 
wrote  Marshal  Bdleisle,  it  is  indispensable  to  krisp  a  good  hM 
in  North  America,  for  if  we  once  lose  the  coualry  cntirdy»  its 
recovery  will  be  almost  impossible.  The  King  counts  on  yoor 
zeal,  courage  and  persistency  to  accomplish  this  object,  and  relies 
on  you  to  spare  no  pains  and  no  exertions.  I  have  answered  for 
you  to  the  King."" 

'  Bigetrs  is  oae  of  the  most  inftmoos  names  in  Fk«Qflli4Janadian  annals. 
He  was*  lawyer,  ambitious,  intelligent  and  fond  of  Inxurj'  and  di^^plny  Vol 
with  all  his  intelligence  he  fell  eaaiiy  a  prey  to  the  wiles  of  a  certain  Mmlnni 
P^an^  who  turned  the  King's  serviee  to  her  private  advantage.  SenanU, 
lackeys,  upstarts  were,  >>y  hpr  iiiflaence,  placed  in  responsible  positions.  If 
they  happened  to  be  ignuraia  ami  dishoneitt  it  was  uo  bar  to  Uieir  promotiou. 
Taxes  were  multiplied,  .md  the  poor  people  of  Canada  were  made  to  suffer. 
Bigot  mu\  his  official  baud  of  robWa  held  office  to  the  kat  moment  of  Fkeneh 
dominion  in  Canada. 

*  In  his  Journal,  under  date  of  January  1757,  Montcalm  wrotoiy  ''I  left 
for  QneHcr  on  the  3rd.    M.  I'lnteudant  lives  there  in  grandeur,  nnd  has 

G'ven  two  tine  balls,  where  i  have  seen  over  eighty  very  charming  ladiea, 
nutifully  dressed.  I  lUidt  Qaabee  a  tavn  of  very  good  style,  and  I  d(Hi*t 
Ift'lir',  r  \vr  have  ill  France  more  than  a  doren  cities  that  could  rank  higher  as 
regards  society.  As  for  numbers,  the  population  is  not  more  than  12,000. 
The  strong  taste  of  M.  I'lntendant  for  gambling,  the  extreme  eamplaiaince 
of  M.  de  vaudreuil,  and  the  rfgnrd  that  1  most  show  for  two  men  vestf  rl  \v]\h 
the  King's  aatkoritf .  have  catwed  gambling  of  the  most  dangerona  kind  to 
tsfoflMe.  Many oAasnaill Mil bittH^bsAfekiv.*' 
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To  this  Montcnlin  replied,  I  shall  do  evexythuig  to  save  thia 
unhappy  colony  or  (lie,** 

It  was  certainly  not  his  fault  that  the  British  had  been  allowed 
to  entrench  themselves  so  ch^ply  at  Point  Levis.  lie  had  sug- 
gested that  4,000  men  should  tale  poMeMion  of  tidt  apot  and  owt 
batteriea;  birt  be  waa  over-iulad  hf  llie  Goveroort  wlio  laughed  at 
the  idea  ef  tbe  British  artilleij  canying  acRMs  the  ri<ver  so  as  to 
inlBct  any  serious  damage  upon  Qn^MC  Nov  that  Monckton  ma 
actually  entnndied  the  eoemies  sent  three  floating  batteries  to 
dislodge  bins*  Met  by  one  of  Saimdcn*  frigates  they  hastily 
withdrew. 

Wolfe  now  crossed  over  with  a  detachment  and  surveyed  the 
scene.  On  July  2,  under  escort  of  the  48th,  he  marched  to  Point 
des  Perea,  two  mWm  to  the  westward  and  only  the  riser's  width 
from  Quebec.  At  close  quarters  with  the  fortress  he  had  deter- 
mined to  take  or  perish,  be  oidefed  gon  after  gun  into  podtion 
iritb  baibet  batteries  dose  to  the  miter's  edge,  while  Monteahn, 
less  than  a  uile  away,  looked  on  in  mingled  admimtiofi  and  conovn. 

Ibe  fbUowing  days  were  spent  in  landing  siege  gons  and 
mortars,  in  which  both  soldiers  and  sailors  toiled  with  entbnsiasm. 
The  safety  of  the  fleet  depended  upon  the  stj^gth  of  Pointe 
d^Orleans  and  Point  Ix^vis ;  hnl  it  was  from  a  third  point  thnt 
Wolfe  wa.s  resolvcfl  to  nifike  \\i>  t  hief  onset.  This  was  BeanpDi  t,  a 
post  on  the  north  ul  tlu-  river,  near  Monbnorenci  Falls,  and 
just  opposite  the  spot  where  Carleton  had  been  sent  to  make  a  camp. 

Wolfe  thus  laid  himself  open  to  the  charge  of  splitting  up  his 
small  ftmse^  but  in  so  splitting  it  up  ha  knew  pracissly  wfaat  be  was 
doing.  He  widied  to  tempt  the  enemy  into  making  attack 
upon  any  one  of  tiie  three  diviaiQiiSy  when  be  knew  be  oould  fdy 
upon  his  transports  to  make  the  units  oohere  before  Montealm 
could  deal  him  any  very  damaging  Uow.  Although  he  had  many 
conferences  with  Saunders  on  this  very  point,  it  is  to  be  f(Wired 
(lid  not  always  take  hi.s  brigadion;  into  his  confidenOBy  moch  to  the 
di^ust  of  two  of  them,  as  will  shortly  be  sctti. 

For  example,  when  Monckton  s  troops  vm  re  attacked  hv  a 
French  scouting  party,  several  hundred  Canadians  and  InlliHn^, 
after  a  bridk  encounter,  succeeded  in  scalpuig  twenty  Bntiaii 
aoldien  and  takmg  one  prisoner.  Hub  prisoner,  taken  beftin 
Vandiwil,  declared  that  the  British  intended  to  make  an  imme- 
diate desocot  upon  Beanport,and  that  tiieir  occupation  of  LM» 
was  really  a  covering  diTernon.  As  a  consequence  of  this  infonna- 
tion  the  French  scouts  won  hurriedly  witfadcawn  from  Ij^vis^  and 
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his  troops  strengthened  at  Rt'aii{)oi  t.  The  attack  never  came,  but 
the  prisoner's  waminf^^  may  have  been  tnu  enough  at  the  time. 
Wolte  changed  his  plans,  as  he  did  frf  tjiuntly  during  the  siege, 
and,  says  Doughty,  so  far  as  his  letter-writing  critics  could  see, 
without  the  colour  of  a  reason.*"* 

On  July  6  Wolfe  issued  the  following  oixlcrs — 

Gamp  St  the  laland  of  OtImhi. 

The  object  of  the  campaiga  is  to  complete  the  oonqtiest  of 
Canada  and  to  finish  the  war  in  America.  The  armj  under 
the  Cominander-in-Chief  will  enter  the  colony  on  the  side  of 

Montreal,  while  the  fleet  and  army  here  attack,  the  Governor- 
General- and  his  f<noea.  Great  sufficiency  of  provisions  and  a 
numerous  artillery  are  provided  ;  and  from  the  known  valour  of 
the  troops,  the  nation  expects  success.  Tliese  battalions  hn^<' 
acquired  reputation  in  tlie  last  canipujgu,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubteil  but  they  will  be  careful  to  preserve  it.  From  this 
confidence  tlie  General  has  assureil  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his 
letters,  tliat  whatever  may  be  the  event  of  the  campaign  his 
Majesty  and  the  country  will  have  reason  to  be  satined  with 
the  fadiaviour  of  the  army  under  his  command.  The  Gencnl 
means  to  cany  the  business  through  with  as  little  kss  as 
possible^  and  with  the  highest  regard  to  the  preservation  of 
the  troops.  To  that  end  he  expects  tliat  the  men  work  cheer- 
fully and  without  the  least  unsoldierlike  munnur  or  complaint, 
and  that  his  few  but  necessary  orders  Ik>  strictly  obeyed.  ,  .  . 

As  the  safety  of  the  army  depends  in  n  great  measure  upon 
the  vigilance  of  the  ontgiiards,  any  officer  or  non-commi5y?ioned 
officer  who  shall  sufter  himself  to  be  surprised  by  the  enemy, 
must  not  expect  to  be  forgiven.  False  alai-ms  are  hurtful  in  an 
anny,  and  dishonourable  to  those  who  occasion  them.  The 
outposts  are  to  Ix'  sure  tliat  the  enemy  are  in  motion  beibre  they 
send  their  intelligence.  .  .  .  In  most  attacks  by  night,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  bayonets  are  preferable  to  fire.  ...  No 
diurdieB,  houses,  or  buildings  of  any  kind  axe  to  be  burned  or 
destroyed  without  orders.  Hie  persona  that  remain  in  their 
habitations,  their  women  and  children,  are  to  be  treated  with 
humanity.  If  any  violence  is  offered  to  a  woman,  the  offender 
shall  be  punished  with  death.  If  any  persons  are  detected 
robbing  the  tents  of  officers  or  soldiers,  they  will  be,  if  con* 

1  A.  Dou^btjr,  7%9  Siege  of  Quebec,  an  exhaostive  work  of  six  volvmes 
dMliug  with  these  opsmtioos.  Qaebee,  1901. 
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demned,  certainly  executed.  Tlie  commanders  of  regiments  are 
to  be  answernhle  that  no  rum,  or  spirit.s  of  any  kind,  be  sold  in 
or  near  tiiL  camp.  When  the  soldiers  are  fatigued  wif  ii  s'xnk, 
or  wet  upon  duty,  the  General  will  order  such  refrcshunjiit  as  he 
knows  will  be  of  service  to  them,  but  is  deteruiiued  to  allow  no 
dnmkenness  nor  licentiousneaB  in  the  army.  If  any  sutler  has 
the  pNMUBptioii  to  bring  ram  od  dhoie^  in  cotttoapt  of  (be 
GeoenTs  regii]alaon8»  radi  mitler  lUl  be  wmt  to  the  Vtavoti  m 
irtms,  and  bis  goods  ooDfiscftted.  Hie  Greneral  will  make  it  bis 
business,  as  far  as  be  is  Mt,  to  vewaid  mch  as  shall  particularljr 
dlstiagaisb  them*  andt  on  tbe  otber  band,  wtU  punish  any 
misbabavioor  in  an  emnpiayy  manner. 

On  \hv  19th  the  firing  of  a  rocket  was  Wolfe's  signal  for  the 
batteries  at  i'onit  Levis  to  begin  the  bombanhnent  of  Quelxx!.  At 
first  the  shells,  falling  short,  were  greeted  with  the  derisive  cheers 
of  the  French.  Their  laughter  wa^  of  tiliorl  duration ;  the  gunners 
qniddy  got  their  nnge^  and  the  dasbmctifo  ndn  of  shot  and  shdl 
tore  uirough  the  roA  and  waUs  of  the  doomed  cily.  The  Com- 
mnder-in'OnefweU  knew  that  the  grim  fbrtresswas  not  to  be  won 
by  his  cannon,  and  that  to  destroy  ^  dty  was  only  to  render  the 
after-work  of  reparation  more  aidaons  when  it  finally  fell  into  his 
hands.  But  to  weaken  the  enemy  and  to  exert  a  moral  e^et  be 
did  not  spare  his  powder. 

It  was  now  high  time  for  Wolfe,  entrenched  on  the  south 
shore  and  on  the  Ts)p  f>f  Orleans,  to  gr?t  a  firm  f<K)ting  on  the 
nortli  shore.  To  ue4jun1plis.lt  tliis  a  feint  was  made  by  suiuv  troops 
Mid  ships  higher  up  the  river,  while  Wolfe  crotised  over  from 
the  Island  w&  ^000  of  TowiuhendV  and  MurmyV  troops  and 
estaMtiJwd  bis  bead-quarters  on  the  heights  east  of  the  Montmo- 
rend  liver*  3e  hoped  at  some  pofait  or  other  of  tibe  Montmo- 
renel  to  find  a  fiardable  spot  ftom  which  he  could  penetrate  into 
the  enemy*s  entrenchments»  and  so  predpttate  what  his  sod 
hungered  for,  a  general  engagement 

For  some  time  past  strained  relations  had  existed  between 
Townshend  and  the  Commander-in-Chief.  It  is  probable  that  the 
spoilt,  satirical  brigadier  had  under-estimated  the  master-genius  of 
Wolfe,  or  that  Wolfe  had  pierced  through  the  shallowness  of 
Townshend.^  VV  Imtever  the  cauj»e,  we  find  Townshend  complaining 

'  His  descendant,  Brigadier-General  Cliarles  V.  F.  Tnwn'^liend,  who 
has  so  ably  defeuded  his  aucestor  iu  the  course  of  his  bi^raphy,  writes  me 
IhNB  BlosailtaBtsiD,  Sooth  AMes: With  Biy  Insirlsdge  Of  tiM  weiid  sfl^ 
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in  his  Journal  of  the  manner  in  which  he  waa  treated.  Once, 
when  apprehenfiivG  of  a  night-attack^  he  ooDstructed  gome  elaborate 
breastworks  at  Montmorenci.* 

"  The  next  morning  the  General  having  gone  early  to  rest  in 
the  evening,  I  reported  to  him  ^vlmt  I  had  done,  and  in  the  evening 
he  went  roinul  the  front  anil  disapproved  of  it,  saying  1  had  indeed 
made  myself  secure,  for  I  had  made  a  fortress ;  that  small  redoubts 
weve  better  than  Hnes ;  that  the  men  eouU  not  man  tfaeie  lineci 
nor  sally  out  if  tfaey  pleaaed.  At  the  aame  time  tfattt  he  mid  this 
he  had  one  battalion  of  my  brigade  and  two  whidi  had  airived 
that  (10th  July)  from  the  Isle  of  QrleanB»  encamped  upon 

the  descent  of  the  hill  with  their  front  to  the  River  St  Lawiawe* 
and  their  rear  to  the  rear  of  our  1st  Line ;  exposed  to  the  cannon- 
shot  of  the  enemy,  the  first  of  which  went  throi^  their  tents  and 
caked  their  encampment  from  right  to  left.""  * 

Townshend  felt  himself  a  far  better  rrcrieral  than  Wolfe. 

"Tlie  next  day  (11th  July)  I  pei'ceived  with  my  glass  an  otficer 
with  an  eswrt  very  much  answering  the  description  of  M .  Mont- 
calm, examining  our  camp  from  the  same  spot.  I  acqiiaintt'd  the  i 
General  with  this,  who  rather  laughed  at  it  and  at  my  ejLpectatiou  ! 
of  any  annoyance  from  that  part.^  I 

lUs  was  bad  enoug^it-— to  laugh  at  the  brilliant  Townsiisnd^ 
but  worse  was  to  follow.  On  the  18th  the  second  brigadier  was  in- 
dustrionsly  making  the  spot  chosen  for  the  new  camp  cannon-pioof. 

Whilst  I  was  directing  the  woik»  I  heard  that  the  General  had 
set  out  for  the  Point  of  Orleans,  thence  to  pass  over  to  the  Point  of 
L^vis>  leaving  me,  the  lint  officer  in  the  camp,  not  only  without 
orders  but  also  even  ignorant  of  his  departure  or  time  of  return. 
Upon  this  I  ran  down  as  fast  as  I  conld  to  the  water-side,  and 
having  desired  Mr.  Caldwell  to  stop  hiui  till  1  could  come  up  with 
him,  he  received  me  in  a  very  stately  iiianiier,  not  advancing  hve 
steps.    I  told  him  that  if  I  had  suspected  his  intentions  of  going 

army  now,  I  can  see  so  plainly  why  Wolfe  did  not  hit  it  off  with  his  hrigadieis. 

They  were  all  very  youuj;  men,  and  Wolfe  was  tlie  youngest.  Moncktoii  and 
'I'ownshend  had  been  aides-de-camp  on  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  staff  at 
Pontmoy  when  Wolfe,  as  a  Brigadier-Major,  had  gone  over  their  l^ads  in 
the  army.   That  explains  the  frictiuu  and  oonaeqnent  misnndenlaiidiilgl.'' 

*  We  are  told  that  Towii.shend  liad  a  dangtrmm  for  pictorial  canVa- 
ture.  On  one  occasion  the  victim  was  ^V'olfo  himbtlt  at  the  Generals'  niesn. 
Hie  caricature  (of  Wolfe  reconnoitring  a  disreputable  oat-hoose^  being  iwnniTil 
along,  finriH)  came  to  the  General,  who  cliauged  colour  at  the  nidignity,  and 
cruiuplcHi  the  paper  into  hii^  pocket,  "if  1  live,"  he  said,  with  a  dan^roua 
•mile,  "  this  shall  be  w i  quired  into ;  but  we  miist  bsst  the  snsmy  tot 

»  ifiWftwy  M/k  qf  Tommakmui,  p.  177. 
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over  I  had  waited  on  him  for  his  commands  which  I  should  be  glad 
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your  troops  to  cnciimp  oti  their  new  gpotuidt  or  not  to  do  it  until 
the  ( iH'my\s  battery  begins  to  play 

W  oiie  regarded  'i owii.shcud's  taslidiuuii  {x  i  loi  [ri.inces  very 
jjroporlv  a-'^  a  waste  of  time,  although  his  biogi  apiier  thinks  they 
proved  that  Towuiihend  was  "  far  more  advanced  in  hit*  views  than 
Wolfe."  Bat  ia  it  any  woncier  TowmfacndlB  cap  ct  hmnlUstiaii 
neatly  mrflcnrad? 

Beneaiih  ilie  ibry  of  Wolfels  ahdb  tbe  low  town  beoune  wosath 
damaged,  and  on  the  16th  shells  Bet  file  to  the  upper  town  ai  vdL 
Fanned  by  a  strong  wind  the  flames  spread  rapidly,  oanaommg 
m<Emy  Inuldings,  including  the  cathedral.  Yet  as  far  as  ever  from  a 
coming-out  spirit  was  Montcahu.  There  were  frequent  exchanges 
of  sentiments  under  flags  of  truce.  Once  Montcalm^s  aidt  <k  camp 
ol^rved  to  Wolfe :  "  We  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  demolish  the 
tovm ;  yet  we  are  determined  that  your  army  shall  never  get  a 
footing  within  its  waUs.^  W^olfe  replied :  I  will  be  masiter  of 
Quebec  if  I  stay  here  until  tlie  end  of  November." 

On  anotiier  occaeioD,  a  IVeoob  officer  having  expreied  hia 
miprise  that  the  EngMflli  were  ao  in&titated  as  to  undertake  the 
oonqneet  of  Qodiee  with  a  mere  handfbl  of  troops :  "  Though  we 
are  few  and  acattered,^  was  the  answer,  your  army,  in  spite  of  ita 
aoperior  numbers,  is  afraid  of  us.  You  do  not  dare  to  leave  your 
strong  entrenchments  to  attack  any  of  our  camps  and  batteries." 

If  lie  could  only  draw  the  French  ont  of  their  trenches!  Tliat 
was  \\ OltVs  most  ardent  liope.  But  so  far  Montcalm  resolutely 
declined  to  be  so  di-awn.  True,  Wolfcs  batteries  at  Montmorenci 
soon  began  to  be  most  inconvenient,  and  there  were  hurried  counsels 
in  the  French  oamp  aa  to  whether  they  sfaoold  not  be  driven  ferlh. 
But  ''drive  them  tfaenoe^"  Mid  Montcahn,  '*and  they  will  give  na 
mote  tniafak.  WhOe  th^  are  then  tfa^  cannot  hurt  oa.  So  let 
them  amuse  thenwelves.^ 

Hurrying  constantly  from  camp  to  camp  was  Wolfe.  On  the 
night  of  tlie  18th,  from  Pointe  d'Orleans,  he  awaited  anxiously  the 
result  of  a  bold  move  he  had  concerted  with  Saunders.  A  small 
British  squadron,  under  cover  of  a  terrific  cannonade  from  Point 
lA'vis,  actually  succeeded  in  passing  the  fortress  into  the  upper  river 
unharmed,  thereby  cutting  off  the  water  communication  of  the 
enemy  with  Montreal  This  was  a  blow  indeed  to  Montcalm,  who 
immediatdy  detadied  000  men  to  proeeed  akmg  tbe  dil6,  wmtdi 
the  Aritiah  nKivemcnta»  and  cfaedL  any  attempt  to  land. 

Wolfe,  thmking  be  nu^t  get  a  tooting  m  the  north  bank 
above  the  city,  aent  ofdeia  to  Townahend»  at  MootoKMrenci,  for 
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nine  companies  of  grenadiers,  with  all  his  howit/nrs  and  gtms. 
Saunders  w  rote  Townshend  at  the  same  tiniL',  1  have  sent  vou 
thret  long  boats  for  the  hantbitzers  great  and  siiiall,  and  tlie  royal 
mortars.  I  shaU  soon  send  for  ainnon,  as  the  Gi  lu  ral  dcsitrns  to 
make  his  attack  above  the  town.'"  WhenTown^^hend  had  comphed 
with  this  order  all  was  in  readiness. 

On  the  Slst,  during  a  mjaemble  downpour,  Wolfe  mmed  over 
to  the  Point  Uim  batteries.  Fnmi  tbenoe^  with  an  escort,  he  pro- 
ceeded westward  along  the  south  shore  to  his  most  advanced  post 
Embarking  in  a  ship^s  boat  he  examined  the  upper  river  for  the 
first  time  caiefblly.  There  was  little  to  encoiurage  him.  Hio  long 
line  of  almost  vertical  cliff  as  far  as  his  eye  could  reach  appeared 
impregnable,  llevolvii^  the  situation  silently  in  his  mind  he 
returned  and  spent  the  night  on  board  the  Sutherland.  He  had 
chann;od  his  mind  about  the  landing,  Not  only  Townshend^  but 
other  otticers,  were  puzzled  by  this  appannt  indeeision.  "Within 
the  space  of  five  iiours,""  wrote  Gibson  to  Governor  Lawrence,  we 
received  at  the  General's  requef?t  three  different  orders  of  con- 
set^uence,  whicii  were  contradicted  imuiediately  after  their  recep- 
tion ...  to  the  no  small  amazement  of  every  one  who  has  taken 
the  liberty  of  Ihinking  ...  I  am  told  he  asks  no  one^  opinion.*^ 
Here,  at  least,  was  a  General  who  could  keep  his  own  oounseL 
He  doubtless  was  of  the  opinion  that  dividing  and  harassmg 
the  enemy  was  of  considerable  advantage  in  war.  Besides,  there 
was  always  the  chanoe  of  procuring  inteUigenoe;  so  Wolfe  sent 
Carleton  sixteen  miles  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to  attack  the  small 
town  of  Pointe  aux  Trembles.  Hither  many  French  families  of 
distinction  had  taken  refuge,  and  it  was  rumoured  that  in  addition 
to  sf  nrcii  and  valuables,  papers  of  consequence  would  be  found.  A 
nuiuber  of  prisoners  were  duly  made,  but  as  for  the  papers,  Carleton 
found  only  private  correspondence  whi(  h  told  the  General  what  he 
aht-atly  knew,  namely,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec  were  very 
sick  of  the  situation.  One  prieiit  wrote,  "'The  Engli&h  are  too 
many  for  us ;  and  who  could  have  suspected  it  ?  Part  of  their  fleet 
passed  all  our  batteries^  and  are  ridii^  in  safety  abovo  the  capitaL 
They  have  made  this  town  so  hot,  that  there  is  but  one  place  left 
where  we  can  with  safety  pay  adoration  to  our  most  gradous^ 
but  now  wrathiul  and  displeased  God,  who^  we  ftar,  has  fiwsaken 
us.** 

Amongst  the  hundred  and  fifty  women  so  captured  were  several 
ladies  to  whom  Wolfe,  in  his  riie  of  pram  cACTulisr,  showed  the 

>  Dimghty,  ii  p.  112. 
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most  delicate  attention.  He  invited  them  all  to  dine  in  hoB  tent 
and  was  in  the  highest  0pirit%  exchanging  with  them  PMninwcfncct 
of  Paris  and  the  beau  mondcy  and  inquiring  of  them  gaily  when 
M.  le  Marquis  would  take  pity  on  his  generedship  and  come  out 
and  meet  him  in  the  field.  May  not,  on  this  occasion,  a  priest  or 
one  of  ihv  eultui'ed  ladies  responded  with  the  apt  quotation  from 
ancient  history — "  If  thou  art  a  great  general,  Marius,  come  down 
and  fight.*"  "  If  thou  art  a  great  general,  bilo,  fnake  me  come  down 
aod  tisjht"! 

The  next  day  Wolfe  ordered  his  aide-de-camp,  Captain  Hen'ey 
Smithy  to  escort  the  ladies  to  Quebec,  where  it  must  be  addod  tlMj 
were  by  no  mmoa  welcomed,  and  where  the  gallant  eaptnm  wa* 
•nbjeetod  to  flomewhat  rude  trcatment  at  the  handa  of  tbe  Qaebee 
boi^wBk^  The  Brituli  General  wrote  at  onoe  to  Montcalm  to 
oomiilam  of  this  indTilitj.  Bfeanwhiley  partiea  of  Briti^  infioitty 
wwre  scouring  the  surrounding  oounLry.  One  of  these  parties 
under  Major  Dalling  brought  in  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  male 
and  female  prisoMffs.  After  being  entertained  by  Brigadier 
Monckton  the  non-combatants  were  escorted  imder  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Qnrbr'o,  n  proceeding  which  brought  old  Johannes,  the  Town 
Major,  ID  a  i-.vj^c  in  tlie  British  lines.  It  was  all  very  well  of  M. 
le  General  W  olle  to  make  war  on  old  men,  women  and  children 
and  return  them  afterwanls  to  the  Freucli,  but  M.  Wolfe  ought  to 
be  informed  that  the  people  of  Quebec  had  harJly  enough  ft>od  to 
maintain  themselves.  Wolfe  replied  that  since  M.  le  Vaudreuil 
and  his  staff  viewed  the  Briti^  commander^s  leniency  and  generosity 
so  anl!avovBaUy«  he  would  not  thenoefbrwaid  trouUe  hhnaelf  to 
restore  any  captives.  lie  himself  had  plenty  of  profinona,  and 
would  genoroualy  accommodate  them  in  tlie  tranqMnts. 

One  might  hvn  thought  thefVenefa  would  have  hem  contented 
with  the  sequid  of  their  first  attempt  at  fire-ehipe.  But  no^— ^ 
the  ji7th  they  onoe  again  tried  to  bmm  the  British  fleet  A  numbsr 
of  schooners,  shallops  and  bargee,  were  cdiained  together  into  a  line 
two  himdred  jrards  long,  loaded  with  grenades,  tar-banelsi  dldUs^ 
swivels  and  guns,  full  to  the  muzzle  with  waste  iron  and  metal 
fragments.  As  this  infernal  contrivance  approached  on  the  ebb 
tide  picket-boats  detected  it,  and  the  fearless  hluejackets  inst-intlv 
grappled  with,  and  towed  it  ashore  ixtoir  the  slightest  damage 
was  caused.  "  Damme,  Jack,"  one  was  heard  to  call  out,  as 
he  pulled  hard  uL  hL»  oar,  didst  thee  ever  take  hell  in  tow 
befiore?** 

'  Doughty^  vol.  ii.  IIG. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A  BOLD  STROKE  NECESSARY  468 


niis  sort  cf  thing  Wolfe  felt  most  be  stopped.  Next  mofmng 
he  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Frencfa  oommaDdflr,  and  this  message. 
If  you  presume  to  send  down  any  more  fire-rafts,  they  ahall  be 
made  fSeist  to  the  two  transports  in  which  the  Canadian  prisoners 
are  confined  in  order  that  they  may  perish  hy  ymir  01^  base 
invention.""    After  that  there  were  no  more  tire-ratts. 

Nevrrthcless,  M  ar  is  war— and  we  know  that  Wolfe  was  not  the 
man  to  shnnk  iVoin  ])ushing  it  to  extremity.  The  himianest 
warfare  is  that  often  wliicli  ends  it  soonest.  After  a  council  of 
war  lit'kl  on  board  Saunders"'  flagship,  it  was  decided  to  take  an 
important  and  nece^ry  step,  however  repugnant  to  feelings  of 
pure  humanity.  On  his  arrival,  it  will  be  leedled,  he  had  inued  a 
prodamatioii  ofiMog  the  Canadiana  immtinity  tor  person  and 
property  if  they  observed  neatnditj..  This  bad  produced  no  eflbct. 
Old  men  and  boys  fired  on  his  soldiers  from  ambush,  and  be  bad 
daily  evidence  of  the  hostilify  of  the  inhabitant!.  He  now  issued 
another  prodamation  which  he  hoped  would  prove  more  impressive. 
Unless  by  August  10  the  inhabitants  accept^  his  previous  offer  of 
neutrality,  he  swore  be  would  lay  the  whole  countij  waate  and. 
make  prisoners  of  every  one  he  caught. 

Five  weeks  had  now  slipped  awiv.  At  the  end  of  those  five 
precious  weeks  Quebec  was  as  fur  tVani  being  taken  as  ever. 
Another  similar  period  of  such  barren  results  and  the  Hrititih  fleet 
and  army  would  have  to  retire  in  humiliation.  Already  many  lives 
had  been  lost  and  much  ammunition  spent,  A  Ixild  stroke  was 
necessary.  Montcalm''8  lines  should  bti  pierced  at  tlie  Mont- 
morenei  river.  He  had  tried  for  practicable  farda  above  the  fidls 
in  vain ;  bat  at  low  tide  there  was  a  possible  passage  below  the 
ialls.  It  was  a  desperate  diance,  but  be  must  do  something  to 
justify  the  trust  reposed  hi  him  by  Cbatfaam  and  his  oountiymen, 
even  at  the  risk  of  life  and  reputataon*  *«Standing  still'*  was  a 
military  manocu\Te  he  despised,  even  though  at  that  very  mom^t 
Amherst  and  the  main  army  were  on  their  way  to  reinforce  him. 
At  this  weak  point  in  the  long  Erencfa  lines  bordering  the  St. 
Lawrence  the  foe  liad  thrown  up  a  four-gun  redoubt  at  the  foot  of 
the  cliffs.  If  he  could  take  this  by  a'^s  uilt  with  }iis  i^rcnad iers 
and  force  a  way  to  the  high  gi  ound  he  might  precipitate  a  geuei'al 
action.  And  he  must  rely  almost  wholly  upon  hiTiiself,  for  in  such 
a  sliallow  draught  of  water  Saunders  could  not  help  iiini. 

But  let  Woifcs  own  pen  describe  the  events  of  that  dh^^uslruus 
dlst  of  July,  which  we  can  do  by  anticipating  a  portion  of  his 
oelefarated  dispatch  to  Fitt 


t 
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7b  WnxiAM  Pirr. 

HcMlfdHtm  of  Montmorenci 

in  the  River  8t  Lawrence. 

Sir, — I  wish  I  could,  upon  this  occasion,  have  the  honour  of 

transmitting  to  you  a  more  favourable  account  of  the  prnoTc=Js 

of  his  Majesty's  arms,  but  the  obstacles  we  hnve  m^f  with  in  the 

operations  of  the  campninri  are  much  greater  tii an       had  reason 

to  expect,  or  could  foresee  ;  not  so  much  from  tlic  mnnber  of  the 

enemy,  (though  superior  to  ours)  ;ls  from  the  nalur^ii  strength  of 

the  country,  which  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  seems  wisely  to 

depend  upon.   When  I  karned  that  saocoon  of  all  khidt  had 

heen  timnm  mto  Qaehec,  thai  five  battaliana  of  legdaar  troopi 

of  tile  ooloiij,  and  evefy  Omadiaa  that  mm  aUe  to  oany  tacnm, 

beaidn  Kvenl  natioDS  of  savages,  had  taken  the  field  in  a  rtrf 

adTB&tageoiu  sitoatkn,  I  oould  not  flatter  mjsclf  that  I  ahoaU 

he  ahle  to  reduce  the  place.    I  sought,  however,  an  oocasieii 

to  attack  their  army,  knowing  well  that  with  those  troops 

I  sew  ahle  to  fi£^t»  and  hopiiig  that  a  victoiy  mi^t  dispene 

them. 

We  fonnr^  them  encamped,  aloni^  the  shore  nf  Beauport,  from 
the  river  St  Charles  to  the  fall  of  Mont  mon  nci  and  intrenrhotl 
in  every  accessible  parL  The  27th  of  June  we  landed  upon  tiie 
Island  of  Orleans ;  but,  receiving  a  message  from  the  Admiral, 
that  there  was  reason  to  think  that  the  enemy  htul  artillery  and 
a  force  upon  the  I'oiiit  tie  Levi,  1  tletachcd  Brigadier  Monckton 
with  four  battalions  to  drive  them  thence.  He  passed  the  River 
on  the  S4th  at  night,  and  marched  the  next  day  to  the  Poiiit; 
he  obliged  the  cncraj^  irregulan  to  lelaie  and  possessed  himself 
of  that  post;  the  advanced  parties  on  this  oeeaaioii  had  tw^  or 
three  skuntrishes  with  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  with  little  Iom 
cm  either  side.  Colonel  Carleton  marched  with  a  detadunent  to 
to  the  westermost  Point  of  Orleans,  whence  our  operations  weie 
likely  to  begin.  It  was  absolutely  necessaiy  to  possess  these  two 
points,  and  fortify  them ;  because  from  either  the  one  or  the 
other  tho  pnemy  miirht  rnakf  it  impossible  for  any  ship  to  lie  in 
the  bason  of  (^)u('bcc,  or  even  within  two  miles  of  it.  Batteries 
of  caniioii  aa(i  mortars  were  en  ( led  with  great  dispatch  on  the 
Point  of  Levi,  to  hombard  the  town  and  magazines,  and  to 
injure  the  works  and  Imtteria?,  the  enemy  perceiving  these  works 
in  some  forwardness,  passed  the  river  with  some  sixteen  hundred 
men  to  attack  and  destroy  them.  Unluckily  they  fell  into  oon- 
fiuion,  fired  upon  one  another  and  went  hack  again,  by  whidi  «e 
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lost  an  opportunity  of  defeating  this  large  detadunent.  The 
effect  of  this  artillery  has  been  so  great,  though  across  the  River, 
that  the  upper  town  is  considerably  damagc<l  and  the  lower  town 
entirely  destroyed.  The  works,  for  the  suc  urity  of  our  hospitnl 
and  stores  upon  the  isle  of  Orleans,  hein^  finished,  on  the  9th  of 
July,  at  night,  we  passed  the  North  Channel,  and  encamped  near 
the  enemy"'s  left,  the  river  Montmorencie  l)etween  us.  The 
next  morning  Captain  Dunk's  company  of  rangers,  p(»ted  in 
a  wood  to  cover  some  workmen,  were  attacked  and  defeated  by  a 
body  of  Indians,  and  had  so  many  killed  and  wounded  as  to  be 
almoafc  diiribiad  for  tiw  rat  of  the  campaign ;  the  enemy  alto 
mjttaeA  in  this  affidr,  and  were,  in  their  torn,  driven  off  by  the 
neaicst  troops.  Hie  ground  to  the  eashmrd  of  tiie  fidl  seemed 
to  be^  as  it  leallj  is,  bi^^ier  than  that  on  }h»  enemy^  slde^  and 
to  command  it  in  a  manner  that  might  be  made  usefol  to  us. 
There  is  beside  a  ford  below  the  fall,  which  may  be  passed  for 
some  hours  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb,  and  banning  of  the 
flood  tide ;  and  I  had  hopes  that  possibly  means  might  be  found 
of  passing  the  river  above,  so  as  to  fight  the  Marquis  de 
Montcalm  upon  terms  of  less  disadvantage  than  directly 
attacking  his  entrenchments. 

In  reconnoitring  the  river  Montmorenci,  we  fovuid  it  fordablc 
at  a  place  about  three  miles  up;  but  the  opposite  bank  was 
entrenched,  and  so  steep  and  so  woody,  that  it  was  to  no  purpase 
to  attempt  a  passage  Uiere.  The  escort  was  twice  attacked  by 
the  fndfiinsi  wao  wtn  m  often  rqpnlsed;  bat  in  these  rencounters 
ive  liad  forty  offieen  and  men,  killed  and  woonded. 

Tlie  July,  two  men  of  war»  two  armed  sloops,  and  two 
trsmporis,  with  some  troops  on  board,  passed  by  the  town  with- 
out any  Iom,  and  got  into  the  upper  river.  This  enabled  me  to 
reooonoitre  the  country  above,  where  I  fomid  the  same  attention 
on  Hie  enemy's  side»  mmI  great  difficulties  on  oms,  arising  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  obstacles  to  our  communication 
with  the  fleet.  But  what  I  feared  most  was,  that  if  we  should 
have  landed  between  the  town  and  the  river  of  Cnp  Rouge  the 
body  first  landed  could  not  be  reinforced  Ixif'ore  they  were 
attacked  by  the  enemy'*s  whole  army.  Notwithstanding  these 
difficulties,  I  thought  once  of  attempting  it  at  St.  Michael's  about 
three  miles  above  the  town ;  but  perceiving  that  the  enemy  were 
jealous  of  the  design,  were  preparing  against  it,  and  had  actually 
brought  artilleiy  and  a  mortar  (which,  being  so  near  to  Quebec, 
they  eoiild  increase  as  th^  pleased)  to  play  on  the  diipping,  and 
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as  it  must  hnvp  been  many  hours  before  we  could  attack  them 
—even  suppo.siijg  a  favouiabic  night  for  tin  hoaL.s  lo  pa*.s  by  the 
town  imhurt, — it  seemed  to  me  no  ha^'duu'i  that  I  thought  it 
best  to  desist. 

Howew,  to  divide  the  enemas  fbioe^  and  to  diaw  tluir  ftt- 
tentioQ  9B  high  up  the  river  ae  poi8ible»  and  to  pnxore  flome 
inteUigeneey  I  sent  a  detadiment»  under  the  command  of  Colond 
Carletouy  to  land  at  the  Foint  aux  TremUea^  to  attack  whatever 

he  could  find  there^  bring  off  soine  |Misoiiera»  and  all  Hie  useful 
papers  he  oould  get  I  had  been  iufonned  that  a  mimber  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Quebec  had  retired  to  that  place,  and  that 
probably  we  should  find  a  mftg^ifiw*  of  provisions  there.  The 
Colonel  was  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  Indians  the  moment  he 
lauded ;  but  they  were  soon  dispersed  rtk!  rl riven  into  the  wocxls  ; 
he  searched  for  ni;in;a/ines  but  to  no  ])urp()SL  ;  broiig^bt  oft' some 
prisonoi-s  njid  retunied  with  little  loss.  xVllei  thih  bii.sine«s  I 
came  biu'k  to  Montniorenci.  where  I  found  that  Brigadier 
Townshend  hml,  by  a  .su})erior  iiro,  prevented  tlie  French  from 
erecting  a  battery  ou  the  bank  of  the  river  whence  they  iutended 
to  cannonade  our  cunp.  I  now  resolved  to  take  the  int  oppor- 
tunity which  presented  itself  of  attacking  the  enemyy 
posted  to  great  advantage,  and  everywhere  prcpared  to  veoeive 
us.  As  the  men  of  war  cannot  for  sufficient  depth  of  water  come 
near  enou^  to  the  enemy^s  entrenchments  to  annoy  them  in  the 
leasts  the  Admiral  had  prepared  two  tiansportSi  drawing  but 
little  water,  which  upon  occasion  could  be  run  aground  to  favour 
a  descent  With  the  help  of  these  vessels,  which  I  understand 
could  be  carried  b}^  the  tide  close  in  shore,  I  proposed  to  make 
myself  master  of  n  dctnclied  redoubt  near  to  the  water's  edge, 
and  wliose  situ  it  ion  appwired  to  be  out  of  mnskot  shot  of  the 
entrenchments  upon  the  hill ;  if  the  enemy  supported  this  de- 
tached piece  it  would  necessarily  bring  on  an  engtigement,  what 
we  most  wished  for;  add  if  not,  I  should  have  it  in  my  power 
to  examine  their  situation  so  as  to  be  able  to  dctermiue  where 
best  to  attadL  them.  Preparations  were  acoordiiigly  made  for 
an  engagement. 

iSe  Slst  July  in  the  foienoon»  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were 
filled  with  GfcnadterB,  and  a  part  of  Brigadier  Mondcton^ 
brigade  from  the  Point  Levi ;  the  two  brigade  under  the  Briga- 
diers Townshend  and  Murray  were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to 
pass  the  fold,  when  it  should  be  thought  necessary.  To  facilitate 
the  passage  of  this  corps,  the  Admiral  had  placed  the  *K]^iui3on  " 


Digitized  by  Google 


GRENADIERS  HURLED  BACK  457 


in  the  Channel}  so  that  he  might  check  the  fire  of  the loirer  battery 
which  commanded  the  ford ;  this  ship  was  of  great  use,  as  her 
fire  wa=;  very  indn  irntsly  dirrrftxl.  A  great  quantitv  of  Artillpry 
stores  were  pLu  t  <1  ujton  the  tniinence  so  m  to  batter  and  ensiadc 
the  left  of  their  eiitrenchmeritsi.  From  the  vessel  which  ran 
aground  nearest  in,  I  observed  that  the  redoubt  was  too  much 
commanded  to  be  kept  without  very  great  Iojjs  ;  and  the  more,  as 
Lhe  two  ai'med  ships  could  not  be  brought  near  enoagli  lo  cover 
both  with  their  artillery  and  muaketiy,  which  I  at  first  conoeiv«i 
ihcrf  mli^t.  But  as  the  enemy  seemed  in  confnsion,  and  we 
wefe  prepared  for  actioii»  I  thooght  it  a  proper  time  to  make  an 
attempt  iqxm  their  entrenduneDt  Oiden  were  sent  to  the 
Bi%adier  Geneml  to  be  xeadj,  with  corps  mider  their  command ; 
Brigadioce  Townsboid  and  Muixay  to  pass  the  ford.  At  a  pro- 
per time  of  the  tide,  the  signal  was  made^  but  in  rowing  towards 
the  shoce  many  of  the  boati  gnmndad  upon  a  ledge  that  nms 
off  a  confflderable  distance. 

This  accident  put  us  in  some  disorder,  lost  n  pn-ent  deal  of 
time  and  obliged  me  to  send  an  officer  to  stop  i3i  ii^  uiu  r  Towns- 
liciid's  march,  whom  I  then  obs^rvt'd  to  be  in  motion.  While 
th(  seamen  were  getting  their  lx)aU  off.  the  enemy  fired  a  num- 
ber of  shot  and  shell,  but  did  no  considc  r;il)le  damage.  As  soon 
as  this  disorder  could  be  set  to  rights,  and  the  boats  were  ranged 
in  a  proper  manner,  some  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  went  in  with 
me  to  find  a  better  place  to  land.  We  took  one  flat-bottomed 
boat  with  us  to  make  the  eaqperimspt;  and  as  soon  as  we  had 
Ibimd  a  fit  part  of  the  sboie^  tiie  troops  were  otdered  to  dia- 
embark*  tht^ng  it  not  too  late  far  the  attempt  The  thirteen 
companies  of  Grenadicn  and  two  hundred  of  the  second  Boyal 
American  battalion  got  first  on  shore.  The  Grenadiers  were 
ordered  to  form  themselves  into  four  distitict  bodies,  and  to 
begin  the  attack*  supported  by  Brigadier  Monckton's  corps,  as 
soon  as  the  troops  had  missed  the  fort,  and  were  at  hand  to 
RMsist,  but,  whether  fro?n  the  noise  and  hnrry  at  lundinfr,  or 
from  some  olln  rauise  tiie  Gr( uadiers  instL  ul  of  forming  them- 
selves as  llicy  were  directnl.  ran  on  i^lpefJl()u^ly  towards  the 
eneniy'^  c  ni  rpnclunents,  in  the  utmost  disorde  r  aiui  confusion, 
without  wnitinu;  lor  the  corps  wliich  wa^  to  sustain  them,  and 
join  in  the  attack.  Brigadier  Monckton  was  not  landed  and 
Brigadier  Townshend  was  still  at  a  considerable  distance,  tbou^ 
Upon  his  mardi  to  join  us,  in  very  great  Older.  The  Grenadiem 
were  diecked  by  the  enemy^s  fiist  flre^  and  obliged  to  shelter 
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themselves  in  or  about  the  miouht,  which  the  Fronch  aljandonc  rl 
upon  tboir  ajiproach.  In  this  situation  they  continiie<l  for  some 
time,  unable  to  form  under  so  hot  a  fire  and  iiaving  many 
gallant  officers  wounded,  who,  careless  of  their  persons,  had  been 
solely  intent  upon  their  duty.  I  saw  the  absolute  nec^ity  of 
calling  them  off  that  they  might  form  tbeiaaelTCi  bdind 
fidgadier  Moncktoo's  corps,  which  was  now  landed,  wad  damn 
op  oa  the  beadiy  in  extnme  good  older.  By  thb  ww  aocitet, 
and  thlf  aeoond  dday,  it  was  naar  nig^t,  and  a>  suddn  alonn 
oaae  on,  and  tin  tide  bc^MH  to  make^  ao  that  I  thoti^  it  moat 
adviaahla  not  to  peaeviere  in  so  difficult  an  attack,  ]ert»  in  case  of 
a  icpidae^  the  ntraat  of  Brigadier  TownsheiMfs  corps  might  be 
hamdous  and  imcertain.  Our  artilleiy  had  a  grrnf  eHeot  npon 
the  enemy's  left,  where  Brigadiers  Townshend  and  Murray  were 
to  have  attacketl ;  and  it  is  probable  that,  if  those  accidents  I 
have  spokrn  of  had  not  hfippenwl,  %ve  should  have  jx^netrated 
there,  whilst  our  Irfl  ol  ci  iitrc,  more  rcniot*  from  our  artillery, 
must  have  borne  all  the  violence  of  their  musketry.  The  French 
did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  tmr  march.  Some  of  their  savaijt^ 
came  down  to  murder  such  wounded  ^is  could  not  be  brougiit 
off,  and  to  scalp  the  dead,  as  their  custom  is.  The  place  where 
attack  mn  intended,  haa  tfaaaa  advantages  over  afl  oUian 
faen  about  i  our  artillecy  ooold  be  hrougfat  into  nae,  the  greater 
part^  or  even  the  whole  of  the  troops,  might  act  at  oooe^  and  the 
icftreat  in  eaae  of  a  rqMilMii  waa  aeoar^  at  least 
of  the  tide ;  neither  one  nor  other  of  theae  advantagea  ean  any* 
where  elae  he  famd.  The  enemy  were  indeed  posted  upon  a 
commandite  eminence ;  the  beach  upon  wliich  the  troopa  were 
drawn  up  was  of  deep  mud,  with  hoks,  and  cut  by  Mveral 
gullies ;  the  hill  to  be  ascended  very  steep,  and  not  everywhere 
practicable;  the  enemy  numerous  in  their  entrench tncnts  and 
their  fire  hot.  If  the  attack  hnd  succeeded,  our  loss  must 
certainly  have  been  g^at,  and  tli(  irs  inconsiderable,  from  the 
shelter  which  the  neighbouring  woods  afforded  then).  'Hie  river 
St.  Charlcii  reniaiucd  .still  to  be  passed  before  the  towji  could  he 
invested.  All  the^  circumstance  I  coni»idered,  but  the  desire 
to  Mt  in  oanformity  to  the  King^s  intentions  enduoed  me  to 
make  this  trial,  pemiadad  that  a  vietorioaa  amy  findi  no 

This  staggering  xeverae  at  Montmoreod  Nla  was  a  terrifak 
blow  to  the  young  Commander.  He  had  nevw  intended  it  as  a 
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real  attack  on  the  enemy"'s  position,  but  as  a  challenge  for  him  to 
'  come  out  of  his  trenches  and  fight,  lie  calculated  on  being  met, 
not  by  grenadiers,  but  by  the  Canadian  militia.  When  by  reason 
of  the  dday  in  oairying  the  ndoubt  be  dkeovoed  that  the  weight 
of  Biontcahn^s  enny  of  veteram  wee  being  thrown  on  bis  hindURil 
of  men,  he  aaw  that  the  dianoes  were  greatly  against  him.  But 
with  WoUb^  as  has  been  weU  said,  £9raU  his  sdenoe,  <*the  moral 
fime  in  warfare  was  always  for  him  the  master  element.^  And 
the  worst  of  it  was  that  he  had  infected  his  men  with  his  own 
impetuosity.^  He  had  lost  44S  men  lulled  and  wounded,  including 
thirty-three  officers,  chiefly  grenadiers.  No  wonder  that  the 
English  camp  that  night  was  sunk  in  gloom  or  that  the  French 
rejoiced.  have  no  more  anxiety  about  Quebec,^  wrote 
Vaudreuil. 

That  night  the  sorrowful  commander,  upon  wlioso  delicate  frame 
sickness  was  already  beginning  to  lay  a  dreatl  hand,  went  from  tent 
to  tent  visiting  his  wounded  officers.  He  himself  had  been  thrice 
struck  by  splinters  and  his  cane  had  been  dashed  from  his  grasp  by 
ft  round  shot  But  he  never  thought  of  himself  as  long  as  he 
codd  stand  upright  Those  who  were  able  to  limp  to  the 
GeneraTs  tent  he  invited  to  sup  with  him,  and  more  than  one 
aspiring  ensign  lived  to  describe  the  sad  pale  face  and  tender 
smile  of  their  leader  as  he  sat  at  the  head  of  .the  board.  When 
all  had  departed  and  he  was  left  alone,  he  called  for  paper  and 
vented  his  feelings  of  bitterness  in  the  following  manifi»to^  which 
on  the  morrow  wa.s  read  out  to  the  troops. 

"  The  check  which  the  Grenadiers  met  with  yesterday,  will,  it 
is  hoped,  be  a  lesson  to  them  for  the  time  to  come  ;  such  wtpcUuniA, 
irregidar  and  unsoldkrlikc  proi'ecdings  destroy  all  order,  make  it 
impossible  for  their  commanders  to  fonn  any  disposition  for  an 
attack,  and  put  it  out  of  the  General's  power  to  execute  his 
plan. 

'*Tk»  Grenadiers  could  not  suppose  that  they  alone  could  beat 
the  Rencfa  army,  and  therefore  it  was  neoessaiy  that  the  coups 
under  Brigadier  Monckton  and  Brigadier  Townshend  ahould  have 
time  to  join,  that  the  attack  might  be  general ;  the  very  first  fire 
of  the  enemy  was  sufficient  to  repulse  men  who  had  lost  all  sense 
of  order  and  military  discipline;  Amherst^s  and  the  Highland 

>  "  I  am  convinced,"  observes  Townshend  ,  "  that  the  cause  of  this  disaster^ 
as  in  so  many  other  cases,  was  the  burning  thirst  for  Itattle  on  the  part  of  the 
troops,  officers  and  men  hke,  such  as  one  sees  in  men,  who,  never  hftviog 
been  on  active  service  before,  are  impatient  to  find  theniMlvss  flOgigeiL'*^ 
Militant      qfthe  Marqum  Towiuktnd,  p.  196. 
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regiments  alone,  hv  the  soldierlike  and  cool  niannor  they  wi»rc 
formed  in,  would  undoubtedly  havo  beat  back  the  whole  Caoadiaa 
army,  if  they  had  ventured  to  att;u  k  flieni. 

"The  loss,  however,  is  initnisitlerable,  and  may  be  easily 
repaired,  when  a  favourable  opportunity  offers,  if  the  men  will 
show  a  proper  attention  to  tlieir  officers.""*- 

"  By  fkilure  his  military  error,**  fays  Wafbiirlioiiy  '^liad  been 
Unown  Into  ttrong  light,  and  yet  it  n  pnibaUe  tluit  he  would  have 
■ooceeded  but  for  a  atnuige  adffsrsily  of  cSwoiniitMinHfc^ 

Tlwre  n  estant  a  long  ktler  of  WoUbV,  concBtning  tfab  ^07 
liatUe  of  Montmoienci»  of  the  liig^best  inteRsb  and  importance.  It 
mint  be  remembered,  honravcr,  that  it  waa  penned  in  a  mooNBt  of 
gnat  physical  weakness  and  depression,  which  accounts  for  the 
tone  erf  the  dose  of  the  letter.  He  had  drafted  his  di^patdi  to 
I^tt  and  9mt  a  copy  to  Saunders,  who  took  exception  to  one  or 
two  pafwages  relating  to  the  "  cat-lwats,^  or  ciitamanuM,  and  naval 
responsibility  for  the  afiair,  suggosting  emendation. 

7b  ViCK*ADiiuaL  SauxDEas. 

Banks  of  the  St.  I^wrunrc,  30^A  Augtutt,  1759. 
Dear  Sir,— T  did  not  see  the  letter  you  did  ine  the  honour 
to  write  till  just  no  v,  dot  indeed  could  I  have  answered  it  Ix'fore, 
if  Major  Barre  had  shown  it  me,  1  shall  leave  out  that  part 
of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  which  you  object  to,  although  the 
matter  of  fact  to  the  best  of  my  rec  ollection,  is  strictly  as  I  have 
stated  it,  I  am  sensible  of  niy  own  errors  in  the  course  of  the 
campaign ;  see  clearly  wherein  I  have  been  deficient ;  and  think 
a  Httle  move  oir  less  blame  to  a  man  that  mttat  seoessarily  be 
rainedy  of  little  or  no  oonsequenoe.  If  you  bad  recollected  tbe 
purport  of  my  letter  yon  would  not  bave  found  that  it  throws 
any  difficulties  I  met  with  in  landing  on  the  two  cats  not  being 
placed  so  to  annoy  the  two  small  batteries  with  their  great 
guns.*"  On  the  contrary  the  cats  did  annoy  the  upper  battciy 
with  their  great  guns,  and  performed  tliat  part  of  the  service  as 
well  a.s  cfnild  be  expected ;  and  yet  that  battery  was  not  aban- 
doned by  the  enemy,  but  continued  firinir  till  the  Grenadiers  ran 
(like  blockheads)  up  to  it.  However,  its  hre  was  of  no  consequence 

*  ''Amongst  Hmm  who  sfawsd  Ms  woMkmc,"  mjB  flmollsllp  ww 

nftrii  sncn  to  sigh,  and  he  waa  often  heard  to  complain;  and  even  in  the 
inumporta  of  bis  chagrin  declare  that  he  would  never  return  without  eneceaa 
to  be  exposed,  aa  other  nofortunate  commanders  had  been,  to  the  censure  and 
nprasdi  of  an  tgnannt  pipnlsas.">-iini£.  ^BughmA, 
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and  not  worth  mentioning,  nor  the  least  impedimfint  to  landing. 
Mr.  Gook  ^  said  he  believed  the  cats  could  be  carried  within  40 
•  or  60  jtadB  of  the  redoubts.  I  told  him  at  the  time,  that  I  would 
really  compound  for  160  or  200  yards,  which  would  have  been 
near  enough,  had  tho  upper  rc<1on]^t  IxHni  as  far  from  the  onemy^s 
fcTitrfnchments  as  it  appeared  from  our  camp  to  be,  and  had  I 
ju(i«^n  (1  it  advisable  to  attack  it  with  n  view  to  lodjj;^^  in  it,  which 
I  did  not  upon  seeing  that  it  wjis  Loo  much  conimaiirled.  You 
will  please  to  consider  the  ditt'erence  between  iuiuliiig  at  high 
water  with  four  companies  of  Griiuadiers  to  attack  a  redoubt 
under  the  protection  of  the  artillery  of  a  vessel,  and  landing  part 
of  an  onny  to  attack  the  «iieniy^  entraMdmicata.  For  thia  kat 
Iwfliness,  a  junetkm  of  oar  oocpa  waa  neoenaiy ;  and  to  jcHn,  tiie 
water  mnrt  fidl  a  oertaan  degree  I  gave  op  tiie  tint  point  (that 
of  the  redoubt)  upon  finding  mj  miitakft  as  to  the  distance  from 
the  entrenchment,  and  detetinttted  upon  the  latter,  (wfakh  I 
always  had  in  view)  upon  observing  the  enemy^a  diaoider,  and 
remarking  their  situation  much  better  than  I  ever  could  do 
before.  The  fire  of  the  lower  redoubt  was  so  <;mart  during  the 
time  that  we  were  on  board  the  "Rus.scir''  (I  think  it  was)  that,  as 
ntMther  her  guns,  nor  the  f^im^.  of  the  other  cat  cotild  )xi  brought 
to  bear  against  it,  I  tlioui^dit  tit  to  ortlcr  the  Greiiadi'Ts  out  of 
her,  by  which  I  sfn<  il  iiuiuy  hves.  I  was  no  less  than  threi'  tunes 
struck  witii  the  Mpliiiters  in  that  ship  and  had  my  stick  knockid 
out  of  my  hand  witli  tliC  caiuion-ball  while  I  wus  on  boaiti 
reconnoitring  the  position  and  niovcmenbi  of  the  enemy ;  and 
yet  you  say  in  your  letter  they  did  (the  eats)  great  cnontkm 
againat  the  two  email  lMiterieB»and  on  your  first  landingjoadid 
not  loae  a  man* 

With  regard  to  the  ^Gaortnrion»"  I  am  ready  to  do  juetioe  to 
Ctup.  Mantle;  but  I  am  voy  eore^ whatever hb  merit  may he^ the 
approbation  would  be  more  to  the  purpose  coming  from  you 
than  from  me.  In  reality  the  position  the  >h\\>  Avaa  in  con- 
sequence of  your  orderBy  and  I  am  very  sure  that,  if  you  oould 
have  placed  the  whole  fleet  so  as  to  have  been  useful  to  us,  you 
would  have  done  it.  The  "Centurion*"  had  no  enoniy  to  oTjronnter ; 
her  position  wtis  assigned,  and  her  guns  were  find  judiciously. 
The  hre  of  that,  and  of  the  four-gun  batteiy  near  the  water-aide, 

*  Later  the  &mous  Capteio  Cook,  then  master  of  tha  Mmtmy,  Cook  UitA 
the  ponnflings  of  the  f  Ji  iiinol  bolvveeu  the  Isle  of  Orlenrfy  ntul  tlie  irnri]i  >-hore, 
£Msiug  U)«  i^ieudi  camp,  prej)aratory  to  its  being  oocapied  by  SauuUers'  ships^ 
ea  aranime  and  risky  <^entioa,  accomplislied  entiMly  at  vSjfbiL 
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together  with  the  want  of  ammunition,  k6pt  their  lower  hattery 
silent  for  some  time,  hnt  vot  we  received  many  shot  from  that 
battery  at  landing;  and  Brigadiir  Townshend's  corps  was  fired 
upon  particularly  in  retuming  over  the  ford,  though  with  little 
damage. 

When  I  had  resolved  to  attack  the  French  army  I  sent  Mr. 
Leslie  to  see  how  the  water  fell,  that  I  might  land  at  a  proper 
time  to  join  with  Townsh^d,  and  wtma  he  made  me  his  report, 
I  made  the  dgnal  to  CoL  Burton*  Bfaay  of  the  boata  lan  iqpcm 
the  ledge ;  and  the  delay  ffcwmfened  by  ihe  accident  wae  todiy 
tbat  I  sent  Gsptain  Smith,  my  aide-de-osmis  to  stop  TovMhend* 
who  was  then  crosang  the  find  ;  and  yet,  Sir,  yon  assert  tint 
there  was  no  ddny  fay  this  accident.  None  indeed  that  wodd 
have  had  any  consequaMe  if  the  stmnge  bdiavioar  of  the 
Qienadieis  had  not  lost  us  more  time  and  faRwq^  on  the  night, 
and  perhaps  very  luckily  for  the  army,  considering  the  dis- 
advantageous nature  of  the  attack.  I  remember  you  did  me  the 
hdiiour  to  call  to  me  from  your  hoat  in  go  in  and  see  for  a 
landing  place;  and  I  rememher  wiiii'  ^<  ntieuian's  culling  cmt  at 
the  same  time  from  th(  lx)at  that  it  was  a  proper  time  to  land; 
and  you  may  renicnilKr  I  went  in,  and  made  the  experiment 
with  a  Hal-bottomed  boat,  and  one  of  the  captains  (I  believe 
Capt.  Chads,)  and  when  we  had  found  ^fdiat  we  sou^t  for,  I 
dedted  him  to  bring  the  boats  forward*  Hie  rest  makiBS  wp  ihe 
lanaming  part  of  the  story  of  that  unlnoky  day ;  the  blame  of 
whkh  I  take  entirely  upon  my  own  shonldsCB,  and  eipeet  to 
safe  fiir  it  Aeddents  cannot  be  helped.  As  much  of  ibB  plan 
as  was  defective  fiiUs  upon  me ;  and  it  is,  I  think,  a  matter  of 
no  great  consequence  whether  the  cats  fired  well  or  ill ;  wen 
wdL  or  ill  phwed;  of  no  great  conseqnoice  whether  an  hour  or 
two  were  or  were  not  lost  by  the  boats  grounding ;  and  of  as 
little  conse<]irence  whether  the  "  Centurion's  "  gunner  directed  his 
shot  well  or  ill.  In  none  of  thei^e  circumstances  the  esssential 
matter  resides.  The  great  fault  of  that  day  consists  in  putting 
too  many  men  into  boats,  who  might  have  been  landed  the  day 
before,  and  might  have  crossed  the  ford  with  certainty,  while  a 
small  body  only  remained  afiuat ;  and  the  superfluous  boats  of 
the  fleet  employed  in  a  feint  that  might  divide  the  ensaiy^s 
finee.  A  man  sees  his  error  oftoi  too  late  to  remedy.  My  ill 
state  of  hesltfa  hinders  me  from  esecntbg  my  own  plan;  it  is 
of  too  deipeFste  a  nature  to  order  others  to  dacnta.  Hie 
Generals  seen  to  think  alike  as  to  the  opewUitts^  I,  therelbie^ 
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join  with  them,  and  perhaps  we  m&y  iaud  some  opportunity  to 
strike  a  blow.^ 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc., 

Jam.  Wolfe. 

He  had  failed  at  Montmorenci,  but  Wolfe  did  not  believe  his 
plan  unsound.  He  would  try  again  under  more  favouiable  con- 
ditions. He  concerted  ^th  Saimden  a  plan  of  action  for  the 
upper  river.  Holmes,  in  oommand  of  ilie  flotiUa  beyond  Quebec, 
was  to  act  in  conjunctioo  with  Muitay,  who  was  given  IJHOO  men 
to  destroy  the  IVench  sfaip]nng  up  stream,  and  to  harass  the 
enemy  on  shore  as  much  as  possible.  Murray  found  the  whole  line 
of  cliffs  on  the  alert.  Two  attempts  did  he  make  to  land,  but 
each  time  was  met  by  a  fire  too  hot  to  stand,  but  at  the  third 
attempt  he  surprised  the  river  post,  pushed  on  and  captured  the 
village  of  Uechambault.  Here  the  French,  in  conformity  with 
the  General's  manifesto,  were  made  to  feel  his  hnnd.  But  the 
greatest  advantage  he  obtained  was  to  intercept  some  important 
letters,  which  told  of  the  occupation  of  Crown  Point  by  Amherst, 
and  Jolinson''s  capture  of  Niagara.  This  wa;*  good  news  indeed, 
and,  as  there  was  nothing  else  to  be  done,  Murray  hastened  back 
to  Wolfe.  Scarcely  was  his  hack  tamed  when  Montcalm  arrived 
in  Deehamhanlt — ^too  late  t 

1  "  This  £ulare/'  remarks  Doo^litv^  **  caused  a  temporary  abatement  of 
the  enlJitniastSe  refrard  in  which  W<uft  was  beld      officers  and  soldiers 

alike."  lliere  is  nothing  whatever  to  jastify  such  an  assertion.  Wolfe's 
general  orders  sufficiently  explained  the  csttse  of  the  diffftitwr  to  all.  Hie 
Grenadiers  alone  were  to  blame. 


XX 


THE  FINAL  PLAN 

■ 

Good  tidingt  oould  not  ham  oome  to  WoUs  at  a  mote  fitting 
raomentL  Paiigue,  disiq^KnntiiMitty  and  dimse  ware  oTwcomiiig 
bu  body.  If  not  bis  apirity  and  tbis  revived  bim. 

At  mess  one  day  (me  of  his  officers  spoke  of  one  whose  delicate 
ooDftitution  might  be  an  obstacle  to  his  career.  Don't  talk  to 
me  of  oanutitutum,**  be  said,  *'be  bas  spiritsy  and  spirits  will  canj 
a  man  through  an}i:hiTig.'" 

Yet  he  soon  saw  that  there  was  little  or  no  ho|K'  of  succour 
from  Amhei-st  and  Johnson.  All  this  time  the  bombardment  of 
Quebec  never  cca.sed.  On  the  morning  of  August  10,  a  sIilU 
Ignited  some  bnindy  in  a  wine-cellar,  tlic  flam^  spread  and 
quickly  tlie  whole  of  that  part  of  the  city,  including  the  church 
of  Notre  Dame  des  VicLoires,  was  destroyed.  Nor  did  a  day  pass 
without  a  bloody  skirmish  between  British  and  Canadians  or 
Indians,  aooompaaied  by  tbe  boaible  details  of  Redskin  batdteiy* 
Daily,  too^  prisoners  were  broogbt  into  camp.  Hie  flames  caussd 
by  British  torebes  folfiUed  Wolfe^s  tbreaU  to  tbe  letter  as  tbcy  rase 
over  cottage  and  bam.  The  com  withered  on  its  stalks,  and  there 
were  no  reapers,  save  wberc  British  gun  or  musket  oould  not 
tarry.  The  townspeople  of  the  beleaguered  city  were  in  a  sore 
plight ;  well  they  knew  that  if  anything  happened  to  their  sup- 
plie?  from  Montreal  they  would  perish  of  hunger.  To  hold  out 
a  mnntli  or  tv'o  longer  would  ensure  tbeir  salety  for  that  winttf, 

perhaps  for  many  winters. 

Oil  Auguat  19  Captain  Snn'th  came  sorrowfully  out  of  the 
low  stone  farmhouse  tliat  served  tiie  General  as  heath  nmrtcrs  at 
Montmorenci,  to  announce  that  the  General  ccjukl  not  rise  llitit 
day.  The  news  spread  like  wild -fire  through  the  whole  army, 
causing  the  most  anxious  concern  through  all  ranks.  There 
Wolfe  lay  stretdied  on  bis  nide  military  cot,  racked  witb  pain 
and  fever  for  days.  He  ssems  no  longer  to  bave  cberished  any 
illosiocis  as  to  bis  own  health.  know  pofeetly  wdl,*  be  asid 
to  bis  surgeon,  «*you  cannot  cure  my  complaint;  but  patdi  me 
iqp  so  that  I  may  be  able  to  do  my  duly  for  tbe  nest  few  days, 

4U 
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and  I  shall  be  oonteDf"   He  told  those  about  him  he  would 

"cheerfully  sacrifice  a  leg  or  an  arm  to  be  in  possession  of 
Quebec*'*  In  the  midst  of  his  illness  his  mind  was  torn  with 
apprehension.  Upon  him  alone  hung  the  fate  of  the  campaign ; 
he  knew  the  disposition  of  some  of  the  offit^rs  towards  him, 
especially  since  the  affair  at  Montmorenci.  The  absence  of 
Murray  on  his  expedition  to  the  upper  river  fretted  him.  To 
Monckton,  who  wrote  that  he  heard  firing,  he  sent, a  note. 

To  Bugaszbi-Gekxbal  Mokcktov. 

\9th  Augtust,  1769. 

Dear  Sra, — ^I'he  cannon  you  heard  is  probably  what  you 
imagine,  a  vessel  coming  down  to  open  the  commmiication. 
The  Admiral  has  heard  a  dilferent  accoinit  of  the  woman's 
report.  He  sent  for  the  man  on  board  to  exaiiiiiie  him ;  and 
he  there  declared  that  she  had  spoken  handsomely  of  the  trest- 
ment  that  she  and  the  rest  had  met  with.  Tliey  ore  oertaanly 
distreand— it  is  eveiy  body's  stury,  that  leaves  the  army. 

On  UmguU  dam  ee  Can^  the  desertos  aay.  What  shall  I  do 
with  this  CottonP  Better  send  him  on  board  and  let  the 
Admhnlty  settle  hk  afiairs  hereafter.  Our  batteries  alarm  them, 
you  may  be  assured. 

I  wish  we  had  Murray*s  eorps  back,  that  we  might  be 
ready  to  decide  it  with  'em. 

I  have  the  bonaur  to  be  with  much  regard. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and  humble  servant, 

JaM£S  WOLFI. 

He  had  infomiation  that  the  enemy^s  force  at  Beauport  was 
weakened  through  Montcalm,  Bougainville,  and  Levis  all  being 
absent.  In  the  midst  of  his  illness  he  dictated  another  letter  to 
Monckton, 

To  Hon.  Robe&t  Monckton. 

Montmorency^  22nd  AuguHf  1769. 
Dear  BaiGADiZB, — Murray,  by  his  long  stay  above  and  by 
detaining  all  our  boats,  is  actoslly  master  of  &  operations — 
or  laUier  puts  an  entire  stop  to  them.  I  haye  writ  twioe  to 
recall  him,  but  you  tell  me  the  midshipman  is  yet  at  his  old 
post  I  intend  to  bum  all  the  country  tarn  Camarasca  to  the 
Foint  of  Leyis.   Soott*s  Bangers  and  some  Yolunteers  are  to 

'  Knox^  vol.  U.  p.  29, 

H  H 
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execute  a  part  of  this.   You  know  I  prandied  Mr.  Cameran 

the  first  vacancy  in  the  army,  or  no  recommendatioii  whatever 

slioiiM  have  interfered  with  yonrs  in  your  oym  regiment. 
The  next  ensigncy  Mr.  Tnii  shall  liave,  nnles??  yon  choose  a 
lieutenancy  (if  a  vacancy  liapj>cTi)  should  be  ^ven  to  poor 
Engel  who  has  lx*pn  hnr(il^■  used. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  esteem. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  noit  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

On  the  26th  Murray  got  back,  bnt  the  General  ww  pr08traled» 
and  cx>uld  then  do  nothing.  In  view  of  this  serious  state  of  aiRui8» 
Wolfe  requested  his  brigadiers  tO  ooomilt  together*  dictatUDig  witil 
difficulty  the  following  lettei — 

2b  THK  IhiJCAlUKHS. 

That  the  public  service  ni;iv  not  suffer  by  the  General's 
iiidis]H)sition,  he  bci^  the  "Rrii^^-uiiers  will  meet  ami  consult  for 
the  public  utility  and  advantage,  and  consider  of  the  l)e>t  niet]u)d 
to  attack  the  enemy.  If  the  French  arniy  be  attacked  and 
defeated,  the  General  concludes  that  the  town  would  uauiedi- 
ately  sunender,  because  he  does  not  find  they  have  any  provisions 
in  that  place.  The  General  is  of  ofsxdmk  Uiat  the  army  •hoold 
be  attadced  in  preferenoe  to  the  plftoe,  becatue  of  tiie  difficiilttei 
of  penetrataiig  from  the  l4iwer  to  the  Upper  Town;  in  irfiidi 
attempt,  nettfacr  the  gtuu  of  the  ahipptng  nor  our  own  batteriet 
ooald  be  of  modi  use. 

there  appear  to  be  time  methods  of  attacking  tiie  army — 
First.  In  dry  weather,  a  large  detachment  may  mnrrh  in  a 
day  and  night,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Beauport, — fording  the  Mont- 
morenci  eight  or  nine  miles  up, — brfbro  day  in  the  morning. 
It  is  likely  they  would  be  discovered  ujxm  this  mrirrh  on  both 
sides  of  the  river.  If  such  detachment  penetrates  to  the  intrendh- 
ment^,  and  the  rest  of  the  troops  are  ready,  the  consequ^ioe  is 
plain. 

Second.  If  the  troops  encamped  here  [on  the  north  shore] 
pass  the  ford  with  the  idling  water,  and  in  the  night  mandi 
on  diieeUy  tomdi  the  point  of  Beauport,  the  mimtiy 
have  a  good  chanee  to  get  up  tiie  woodj  hOl ;  tr)'ing  diftnnt 
placet  and  moving  quick  to  tiie  rig^t,  would  lOon  diaeover  a 
proper  place  finr  the  leet  The  opper  tedoabt  moat  be  ftttadml» 
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and  kept  by  a  of  Gfenadicfa.   Brigadier  Moncktoii 

murt  be  ready,  off  Uie  point  of  Beauport,  to  land  wh^  our 
people  get  up  the  hill ;  for  which  signals  may  be  appointed. 

Third.  All  the  choeen  troops  of  the  army  may  attack  at 
Beauport  at  low  water.  A  diversion  must  be  made  aenm  the 
ford  an  hour  before  the  second  attack. 

N.B. — For  the  first  attack,  it  is  sufficient  if  the  water  begins 
to  fall  a  little  before  daylight,  or  about  it.    For  the  other  two, 

it  will  he  best,  to  have  the  low  water  half-an  honr  before  dny. 
The  General  tliiiiks  the  country  sliould  he  ruined  and  f^rstroycd, 
as  much  as  can  be  done  consistent  with  a  moiv  capital  operation. 

N.B. — There  are  guides  in  the  army  tor  the  detachaient 
question. 

The  brigadiers  accorclin[,dy  met  at  Monckton's  quftrters  on 
Point  Levis,  aften^ards  consulting  Saunders  on  board  his  tiogship. 
The  following  reply  to  Wolfe's  letter  was  concerted — 

Foint  Levi,  AugiiM  29, 1759, 
Having  met  this  day  in  consequence  of  General  WolfSB*s 
desire,  to  consult  together  for  the  public  utility  and  advantflge» 
and  to  consider  of  the  best  method  of  attacking  the  enemy ;  and 
having  read  His  Majesty's  privfite  instructions  whi(  h  the  Gent  ml 
was  pkiLscd  to  romnumicate  to  us;  and  having  considered  some 
propositions  of  his  with  respect  to  our  future  operations,  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  offer  our  opinion  as  follows — 

The  natural  strength  of  the  enemy's  situation  between  the 
rivers  St.  Charles  and  Montmorenci,  now  improved  by  all  the 
art  of  fhdreD^naen,  makes  tha  deliBat  of  Ibeir  army,  if  attadced 
there,  veiy  doubtful.  The  advantage  which  their  easy  oom- 
monicatlon  along  the  shore  gives  over  our  aitsdc  from  boats, 
and  by  the  ford  of  the  river  Montmorend,  u  evident  firom  late 
experienoe;  and  it  appean  to  us  that  that  part  of  the  army 
which  is  pioposed  to  march  throu|^  the  woods  nine  miles  up 
to  Montmmaiei,  to  surprise  their  camp,  is  exposed  to  certain 
discovery,  and  consequently  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  constant 
wood  fight.  But  allowing  that  we  could  get  a  footing  on  the 
Beauport  side,  tlie  Marquis  de  Montcalm  will  still  have  it  in  his 
power  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  river  St.  Charles,  till  the 
place  is  suppliwl  with  provisions  from  the  ships  and  magazines 
above,  from  which  it  appears  they  draw  their  subsistence. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  most  probable  method 
of  striking  an  efleetual  Uow  is  to  bring  the  troops  to  the  sooth 

BBS 
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dhore,  and  to  carry  Uie  operations  above  the  town.  If  we  can 
establish  ourselves  on  the  north  shore,  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm 
must  fight  us  on  our  own  terms ;  we  arc  between  him  and  his 
provi'v-ions,  and  between  him  nnd  the  nrnnv  opposing  General 
Ainlu.ibL  If  he  gives  us  battle  and  we  defeat  him.  Quebec,  and 
probably  all  Canadii,  will  be  our  own,  which  is  beyond  any 
ud  vantage  we  can  expect  by  the  Beauport  side  ;  and  should  the 
enemy  pass  over  the  river  St.  Charles  with  force  sufficient  to 
oppose  this  operation,  we  may  still,  with  more  ease  and  proba- 
bility of  suooess,  execote  the  GeneraTB  third  proposition  (idiidi 
is,  in  oar  opinioa,  Ihe  moat  eligible),  or  undertake  anything  elae 
on  lihe  BeauDort  flhore*  neoenarily  weaketied  by  the  detachmeiitB 
made  to  oppoae  tu  from  the  town* 

{Moiiacroi^ 
TowmHmiiv 
MUBBAT* 

Thus  all  three  of  Wolfe's  plniis  were  summarily  rejected, 
including  his  cherished  one  of  Beauport.  Murray  and  Townshend 
took  the  letter  to  Wolfe  at  Montnioieuci,  which  camp  it  was 
piopobed  that  he  should  abandon.  Being  ill,  he  could  do  nothing. 
At  the  same  time  he  saw  clearly  that  tlic  fact  of  Holmes"'  and  the 
ships  getting  up  the  river  had  chiuiged  the  situation  completdy. 
And  Uie  plan  of  tiie  brigadiers  far  canying  the  attack  np  the  river 
wasy  althoQC^  fiyr  fiom  origpnal  with  tbeniy  aahe  had  oontemplated 
ft  ftoni  the  tety  yeiy  diflbrent  fiom  that  which  wis  allmaids 
ipcooarfblly  adqited  by  WoUe. 

On  the  Slst  the  Admiral  came  on  shore  and  Wolfe  and  he  and 
the  three  brigadieni  had  a  consultation.  That  night  the  evacnataon 
of  Montmorenci  began,  and  Saundeis  dispatched  a  snali  aqpudron 
up  stream  past  Quebec  Wolfe  evacuated  in  his  own  way»  doiQg 
it  by  degrees  so  as  to  tempt  Montcalm  into  a  trap.^ 

In  the  last  letter  which  he  wrote  his  widowed  mother  he  reveals 
plainly^  not  his  physical  illness,  but  his  dejection  of  mind — 

To  HIS  MOTHEB. 

BMlks  ef  ^  flt.  UwfMiM,  9Ut  AiuguH,  Ufift. 
Bbab  MADAM^My  writing  to  you  will  oonrinoe  you  that 
no  penonal  evibs  worse  than  ddEbats  and  d2Ba|ipoiiitDieiiti»haye 

>  "  Wnlfc,  as  he  withdrew  hi*=  foroo  from  Montmorenci,  find  in  fnrt  laid  a 
cunuiag  trap  for  him — his  last  dtibpairiug  effort  to  bring  ou  au  acUou  in  hit 
mm  wsy."— CSffbettj  U.  p.  457* 
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fiftUen  Qpoo  me.  The  enemy  puts  nothing  to  risk,  and  I  can''t 
in  conscience,  put  the  whole  army  to  risk.  My  antagonist  has 
wisely  shut  himself  up  in  inaccessible  entrenrhments,  so  that  I 
can't  get  at  him  witliout  spilling  a  torrent  of  blood,  and  that 
perhaps  to  little  purpose.  The  Marquis  de  Montcalm  is  at  the 
head  uf  a  great  number  of  bad  soldiers  and  I  am  at  the  head  of 
a  small  nainber  of  good  ones,  that  wish  f  or  nolbing  so  much  as 
to  fight  him  ;  but  the  wary  old  fellow  avoids  aii  action  doubliol 
of  the  behaviour  of  his  anny.  People  must  be  of  the  profession 
to  imdentBiid  the  disadTantages  and  difficulties  we  labour  under, 
arising  from  the  nnoonunon  natural  afciength  of  the  ocnmtiy. 

I  iqipcove  entirely  of  my  fiitiher's  dUqpodtion  of  hia  affiurs, 
though  perhaps  it  may  interfere  a  little  matter  with  my  plan  of 
quitting  the  service,  which  I  am  determined  to  do  the  first 
opportunity,— I  mean  so  as  not  to  be  absolutely  distressed  in 
circumstances,  nor  burdensome  to  you,  or  to  any  body  else. 

I  wish  you  much  health,  and  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  obedi^t  and  affectionate  son, 

Jam  :  Wolfe. 

If  any  sums  of  money  are  paid  to  you,  of  what  is  due  my 
fnthtT  from  the  Government,  let  me  recommend  to  you,  not  to 
meddle  with  the  funds,  but  keep  it  for  your  support  until  better 
times. 

We  may  now  continue  the  narration  of  affairs  since  Mont- 
morenci  in  Wolfe^s  own  letter  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

7b  William  ftrr  {continued). 

The  enemy  have  been  fortifying  ever  since  with  care,  so  as  to 
make  a  second  attempt  still  more  dangerous.  Immediately  after 
this  check  I  sent  Brigadier  Murray  above  the  town,  with 
twelve  hundred  men,  direetinj^  him  to  assist  Renr- Admiral 
Holmes  in  the  destruction  ol  tlic  French  ships  if  they  could  be  got 
at,  in  order  to  open  a  communication  with  General  Amherst. 
The  Brigadier  was  to  seek  every  tavouinble  opportunity  of 
fighting  some  of  the  euemy''s  detachments,  provided  he  could  do 
it  upon  tolerable  terms ;  and  to  use  all  the  means  in  his  power 
to  provoke  them  to  attadc  him.  He  made  two  difoent  attempts 
to  land  upon  the  north  shave,  without  success;  but  in  a  third  was 
more  fortunate  He  landed  unei|»eci9edly  at  Dediambault,  and 
burned  a  magasne  there,  in  whidi  were  some  provisions,  some 
ammunition,  and  all  the  spare  stores,  dotUng,  anns,  and 
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baggage  of  their  army.  Finding  that  their  ships  were  not  to  be 
got  at,  tad  little  prospect  of  bringiiig  the  enemy  to  battle  he 
Rported  bit  dtoitioii  to  iiie.  I  oi£rad  Ubn  to  rejoin  tbe  anny; 
Ibe  priMuefB  he  took  in^Mmed  Um 

and  ive  diaoovml  hf  mtercepted  letten^  Ihst  theeiMny»  httfing 
abandoDed  GuiUon  and  Grown  Faint,  wen  retind  to  tbekkaa 
Noiz ;  and  that  GesMial  Amherst  waa  maldng  prvpajwlkms  to 
paas  the  I^ka  Champlain,  to  fall  upon  M<maevii  de  Bourle- 
maoque's  corps,  whicb  consists  of  three  battali<ms  of  foot,  and  as 
many  Canadians  as  nuike  tl^  whole  unoimt  to  three  thoomad 
men.  ITie  Adminirs  dispatches  and  mine  would  have  gone 
eip^ht  or  ten  days  sooner,  if  I  hm]  not  been  prevented  from 
\M  itiii^  Ijva  fever.  I  found  myself  so  ill,  and  am  still  so  wpnk, 
that  I  begged  the  general  otiicers  to  consult  together  for  the 
public  utility.  T/iejij  are  all  of  opinion,  tliat,  as  more  ships  and 
provisions  arc  now  got  above  the  town,  tliey  should  try,  by  con- 
veying up  u  cuips  of  four  or  five  thousand  men,  which  ia  nearly 
the  whole  strength  of  the  army,  after  the  Points  of  Levi  and 
Orleans  aie  left  in  a  proper  state  of  defiense^  to  diaw  the  enemy 
from  thor  pieasnt  sitoation,  and  hring  than  to  an  aelioau  / 
kaoe  acquiuoti  m  tbsir  proposal,  and  am  (veparing  to  put  it 
into  exeootioo.  Hie  Admiral  and  I  have  CEninined  the  town, 
with  the  view  of  a  general  assault ;  but  after  consulting  with  the 
chief  Engineer,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  parts  of 
it,  and  after  viewing  it  with  the  utmost  attention,  we  found  that, 
though  the  batteries  of  the  lower  town  might  be  easily  silenced 
by  the  men  of  war,  yet  the  business  of  an  assault  would  be  little 
advanrcrl  hy  that,  since  tlie  tV^v  passages  leading  from  the  lower 
to  the  upper  town  are  carefully  entrenched,  and  tlic  upper 
batteries  cannot  be  affected  by  tlic  ship.s,  which  must  i*eceive 
considerable  damage  from  thcui,  and  from  the  mortars.  The 
Admiral  would  readily  join  in  this,  or  in  any  other  measure 
for  the  public  service;  but  I  would  not  propose  to  him  an 
undertaking  of  so  dangeroos  a  nature  and  promising  so  Utile 

To  tiia  unmunon  atrangth  of^  the  eonntrj  llie  eDmqr  bave 
added,  Ibr  the  defence  of  l£a  ri w,  a  gvsat  munber  of  mtii^ 
hattsries  and  boats;  faf  the  vigilance  of  th^  and  tba  Indiana 
round  our  difibwnt  posts,  it  has  been  impossible  to  execute  any- 
thing hf  sofpcissk  We  have  had  almost  daily  skirmishes  with 
the  Savages,  in  which  they  an  ganenUy  defeated,  bat  not 
without  Um  on  our  side. 
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By  the  list  of  disabled  oflScers*  (many  of  whom  are  of  rank) 
you  may  perct  ive  that  the  armv  is  much  weakened.  By  the 
nature  of  the  river,  the  most  iornudabie  part  of  this  ani lament 
is  deprived  of  the  power  of  acting,  yet  we  have  aimobt  the 
whole  force  of  Canada  to  oppose. 

In  tills  aitoaiiaii  there  ii  radi  a  dioioe  of  difficulties^  that  I 
own  myself  at  a  loas  how  to  determine.  Hie  affiiin  of  great 
Britain,  I  know,  require  the  most  vigorous  measures ;  however, 
jmi  may  be  assured  that  the  small  part  of  the  campaign  which 
lemains  shall  be  employed  (as  ftr  as  I  am  able)  for  the  honour 
of  His  Majesty,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation  :  in  which  I  am 
sure  of  being  well  seconded  by  the  Admiral  and  the  Generals. 
Happy  if  our  efforts  here  can  contribute  to  the  suooess  of  his 
Miyesty's  anus  in  any  other  part  of  America  - 

I  am,  bir,  etc. 

Jamks  Wolkk. 

On  the  3rd  the  abandon  men  t  uf  the  camp  was  completed,  and 
the  troops,  all  but  Carletoif  s  suiall  force,  which  still  held  the  Isle 
d'Orleans,  were  as^mbled  at  Levis  in  readiness  to  move  still  further 
westward.  Montcalm  could  not  undei&ta,nd  these  tactics.  He 
could  not  believe  that  Wolfe  really  intended  to  shift  his  base  from 
Moatmorend.  He  therefore  sent  a  messenger  to  Bougainville,  who 
waswatdiiiig  with  his  large  fotce  from  the  northern  heights,  warning 
him  that '*Bir*  Wolfe  is  just  the  man  to  double  back  in  the  nig^t." 
*  "fietoin  of  UUsd,  wooaded,  sad  miniog— 
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Coknsl  Borloa,  Colonel  Fkosor,  Major  Irving,  Major  Ptovoet,  sixteen 

captiins,  twenty-four  lieutenants  and  three  ensigns  wrrr  \vmnnlrd  ;  and 
three  capUiua.  six  lieutenants  and  one  eiuiffn  were  killed  Uetweea  the  27th 
of  JniM  sad  the  Sod  ot  Soptember."— Doughty,  voL  ii.  p  iSA 

'  "Upon  the  publication  of  Wolfe's  dispatch  of  the  2nd  of  Sept*  Tn!%er, 
Charles  Townshend  is  said  to  have  declared  toat  it  was  written  by  his  orother ; 
'§»f*  moA  hb,  '  VoUe  ia  a  fieiy-lieaded  fellow,  mily  fit  for  fi^tan^r ' ;  and  the 
falsehood  was  credited  by  those  who  knew  nothing  of  Wolfe  s  abilities.  But 
when  the  Honourable  Brigadier  had  occasion  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  giving  an  account  of  events  subsequent  to  Wolfe's  death,  the  inferiority 
of  his  dispatch  was  generally  remarked.  And  George  Selwyn,  meeting  Town* 
shend  one  day  at  tlie  Treasury,  facetiously  inquired,  'Cliarles,  if  year  brother 
wrote  Wolfe's  dispatch,  who  the  devil  wrote  your  brother  George's?'  (JA* 
8oldier'$  OompoiUon.)  The  oompositaon  has  likewise  been  abeurdhr  aUflbuteil 
toColonalBand  (SooBvittom^s Jimte JEfacMM)"— Wi^ 
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The  labour  and  anxiety  of  evacuation  had  tnlr^  upon  the 
British  general  severely.  On  the  4th,  havin^^  inspected  iiis  entire 
forces  drawn  up  on  parade  at  Levis,  he  braced  himself  to  dine 
with  the  offiojrii  of  Monckton''s  brigade.  He  seemed  to  be  much 
better.  But  when  he  gained  his  tent  his  faithful  friend  Bari^ 
perceived  him  to  be  deadly  ill.  The  next  day  his  men  feaied  that 
he  wouH  not  be  able  to  lend  them  in  penon,  and  the  rumour  Bin 
that  their  belored  general  was  dying.  Bnt  Fate  stayed  her  hand  ; 
the  end  of  the  young  warrior  was  not  to  be  that  day.  One  may 
pause  and  reflect  what  would  have  happened  had  Wolfe  succumbed. 
Not  that  year  would  the  fortress  of  Quebec  have  been  taken :  next 
year  Pitt  had  a  new  master,  and  Lord  Bute  was  all  for  peace  with 
France.  When  would  England  again  make  the  attempt  had  she 
then  failed  ? 

Owing  either  to  the  skill  of  \hc  surgeon  or  his  own  indomitable 
spirit,  Wolfe  got  on  his  feet  once  more.  On  the  evening  of  the 
6th  all  the  troops  were  got  on  board  the  transports,  and  Wolfe 
joined  thu  army  aHoat  off'  Cap  Rouge. 

On  the  following  day  he  reconnoitred  in  the  Hunter  sloop  of 
war  as  far  westward  as  the  Point  aux  Trembles  in  order  to  find  a 
suitable  l*w*i«Tig  fat  the  troops.  Here  again  he  kept  his  connsds. 
He  knew  that  every  motion  he  made  was  watdied  by  the  lynx-like 
eyes  of  the  IVench»  that  Montcalm  regulated  the  diflpoeition  of  his 
troops  entirely  by  the  movements  of  his  antagonist  On  the  8th 
he  orcit  ri  d  Monckton  and  Murray  with  1500  men  to  be  ready  for 
a  feigned  attack  on  the  north  shore  by  night.  A  storm  came  on 
of  such  violence  that  nothing  could  be  done,  and  the  order  was 
countermanded.  Meanwhile  Wolfe  went  on  board  the  Sutherland 
and  composed  the  following  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Holderoess^  one 
of  FiiV$  colleagues.   It  was  the  last  of  his  dispatches. 

To  TBB  Eaii.  or  HoLDBamess. 

Od  lioarJ  the  '  Sutherland ' 
at  anchor  off  Cape  Rouge, 

aeptmber  9, 1769. 

Mt  Loan^ — ^If  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  had  shut  Imnstlf 

up  in  the  town  of  Quebec^  it  would  have  been  long  since  in  oar 

possession,  because  the  defences  are  inconsiderabley  and  our 

artiUeiy  very  formidable ;  but  he  has  a  numerous  body  of  armed 

men  (I  cannot  call  it  an  army)  and  the  strongest  country  perhaps 
in  the  world  to  rest  the  defence  of  the  town  and  cc^bny  upon. 
The  ten  battalions  and  the  Grenadiers  of  Louisbourg  are  a 
chosen  body  of  troops,  and  able  to  fight  the  united  force  of 
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Canada  upon  even  terms.  Oar  field  artfllety  brouj^t  into  use 
would  terrify  the  Militia  and  the  savageB»  and  our  battalions 
are  in  every  respect  superior  to  those  commanded  by  the 
Marquis,  who  acts  a  circumspect,  prudent  part,  and  entirely 
defensive,  except  in  one  oxtraordinary  instance — he  sent  1600 
men  over  the  ii\er  to  attack  our  batteries  upon  tlic  Point  TiOvi, 
defended  by  four  battalions.  Bad  intelli^  lu  i ,  no  (loiil)t,  of  our 
strength  induced  him  to  this  muii-sure;  liowever  the  tlctachnient 
judged  better  than  their  General,  and  retired.  They  dispute 
the  water  with  the  boats  of  the  tieet  by  the  means  of  floating 
batterkfl^  suited  to  tihe  nature  ot  ihib  riven,  and  innumcnible 
battoea.  Hiej  have  a  great  artillery  upon  the  nunparts  towards 
the  8ea»  and  bo  placed  that  shipping  cannot  affect  it.  I  meant 
to  attack  the  left  of  their  entrenchments,  &voured  hy  our 
artillery,  the  31st  July.  A  multitude  of  traverses  prevented,  in 
some  measure,  its  effect,  which  was  nevertheleaB  very  considerable. 
Accidents  hindered  the  attack,  and  the  enemy^s  care  to  strengthen 
that  post  ha«;  made  it  since  too  hazardous.  The  town  is  totally 
demolished,  and  the  corn^try  in  a  great  measure  ruined, 
particularly  the  I ^wer  Canada.  Our  fleet  blocks  up  the  river, 
both  above  aiul  Ijelow  the  town,  but  can  give  no  manner  of 
assistance  in  an  attack  upon  the  Canadian  ariny.  \Vr  liave 
continued  skirmishes ;  old  people  seventy  years  of  age,  and  boys 
of  fifteen  fire  on  our  detachments,  and  kill  or  wound  our  men 
firom  the  edges  of  the  woods.  Every  man  able  to  bear  arms, 
both  ahove  and  below  Quebec^  is  in  the  camp  at  BeauporL 
The  old  men,  women,  and  children  are  retired  into  the  woods. 
The  Canadians  are  extremely  dissatisfied ;  hut,  curbed  by  the 
force  of  the  Government,  and  ternfled  by  the  savages  that  are 
posted  rounded  about  them,  they  are  oblig^  to  keep  together 
to  work  and  man  the  entrenchments. 

Upwards  of  twenty  sail  of  ships  got  in  before  our  squadron, 
and  brought  succours  of  all  sorts,  which  were  exceedingly  wanted 
in  the  colony.  'Vha  sailors  of  these  jihips  help  to  work  the  inm% 
and  others  conduct  the  floating  batteries.  Their  ships  are 
lightened,  and  carried  up  the  river  out  of  our  reach — at  least 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  men-of-war.  These  ships  serve  a  double 
purpose;  they  are  magazines  for  their  provisions,  and  at  the 
same  time  cut  off  all  communications  between  General  Amherst^ 
aimy  and  the  corps  under  my  command,  so  that  we  are  not  aUe 
to  make  any  detachment  to  attack  Montreal,  or  finrour  the 
junctioDi^  or,  by  attacking  the  fort  of  Chambly  or  Boulemargue'^s 
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corps  behind,  open  the  Greneral's  way  into  Canada^  §Sk  which 

might  have  been  easily  done  with  ten  floating  batteries,  carrying 
each  a  gtin,  and  tweiitv  flat-bottomed  boats,  if  thore  had  been 
no  ships  ill  the  river.  Uur  poor  soldieiy  have  worked  without 
ceasing,  and  without  murmuring;  and  as  often  as  the  Liiemy 
have  attempted  upon  unj  thev  havt-  ht'vn  repulsed  by  the  valour 
of  the  men.  A  woody  ctMintry,  so  well  known  to  the  enemv, 
and  an  eneiuy  t>o  vigilant  aiid  hardy  as  the  Indians  and 
Canadians  are,  make  entrenchments  evecywhere  necessary,  and 
by  this  pracaiition  we  have  aa?ed  «  munber  of  U w ;  lor  8oarae  a 
night  pMMi  that  they  en  not  dote  in  upon  our  poet^  waAdiing 
en  ofipoflrtiinity  to  mrprise  end  mnider,  Tbeie  »  vny  little 
qiieiter  given  on  either  dde. 

We  have  seven  boon,  aad'tometunes, — above  the  town  eller 
nin, — near  eight  boun  of  tbe  moet  violent  ebb  tide  that  can  be 
tmegvied,  wldch  loew  m  an  infinite  deal  of  time  in  every 
operation  on  the  water ;  and  the  stream  is  so  strong,  particalailj 
here,  that  the  ships  often  drag  their  anchors  by  the  mere  fcnxe 
of  the  rnrrent.  The  bottom  is  a  bed  of  rock,  so  that  a  ship, 
unless  it  hooks  a  ringed  rock,  holds  by  the  weie:}it  only  of  the 
aiubor.  Doubtless,  if  the  equinoctial  L^ale  ha.s  any  ibrce,  a 
nuiiibcr  of  «?hips  must  necessarily  run  a^siiorc  and  be  lost.  The 
day  after  the  troops  landed  upon  the  Isle  of  Orleans,  a  violent 
storm  had  nigh  ruined  the  expedition  altogether.  Numbers  of 
boats  were  lost;  all  the  wbalefeoata  and  most  of  the  entlen 
weie  stove;  some  flat-bottomed  boats  destroyed,  and  others 
damaged.  We  never  bad  half  as  many  of  the  latttr  ac  are 
neciflsary  for  tfab  exttamdinaiy  and  Tery  important  senrioe. 
Hie  enemy  is  able  to  ii^t  QS  upon  the  water  wbenew  we  are 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  fleet. 

The  extreme  beat  of  the  weather  in  August,  and  a  good  deal 
of  fatigae,  threw  me  into  a  fever;  but  that  the  bui^iness  mi^t 
go  on,  I  begged  the  Generals  to  consider  amongst  themselves 
what  wa*^  fittest  to  be  done.  Their  sentiments  were  unanimous, 
that,  as  tlie  eaatorly  winds  begin  to  blow,  and  ships  can  j>as<?  the 
town  in  the  m^^hi  with  provisions,  nrtilkry.  etc.,  wv  should 
end«ivour,  b)  conMyiiii^  a  considerable  corps  into  the  ii]ij>Lr 
river,  to  draw  them  t'roin  their  inaccciisible  situation,  and  bring 
them  to  an  action.  I  agreed  to  the  proposal,  and  we  arc  now 
hmc^  with  about  8000  men»  waiting  an  opportunity  to  attack 
them  when  and  wherever  they  can  best  be  got  at  Ibe  Trathm 
has  been  extremely  un&vourable  for  a  day  oar  two^  so  that  w^ 
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bave  h&en  unctlm  I  ant  ao  fiur  reeoverad  as  to  do  boaiiw,  but 
my  constitutkn  it  iotirely  ruined,  without  tlie  oouolation  of 
bttving  done  an j  oonadaEabla  aerviee  to  tba  State,  or  without 
any  pfoipeet  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc^ 

Jam,  Wiujx,^ 

At  the  very  mooicnt  fdien  the  diiyatch  to  HoldemesB  was 
penned,  Wolfe's  bram  harboored,  unknown  to  a  living  son],  the 
one  scheme  which  was  to  lead  him  to  viehny  and  to  an  etenial 

idcibe  in  the  fane  of  British  heroes.^ 

He  had  given  up  hoping  for  help  from  Amherst,  whose  conduct, 
by  the  bye,  in  not  coming  to  Wolfe's  succour  at  this  juncture, 
when  he  coulfl  easily  have  done  it,  is  inexplicable.  In  Kingsford's 
opinion  it  "  can  ouly  be  attributed  to  his  belief  that  Wolfe  would 
fail  in  his  tn terpri.se.""  We  do  not  know  what  Wolfe  thought  of 
his  tliiefs  inactivity,  but  eighteen  years  later  Carleton  (Lord 
Doii  l tester)  strongly  denounced  Amherst's  failure  to  co-operate 
with  VVoH'e.^ 

It  will  have  been  understood  what  was  the  object  of  his  tactics. 
It  was  to  separate  MontcalmlB  fbrces.  WiHi  his  alert  intcUigenoe 
department  he  knew  how  utterly  peiplexed  the  FwaA  oonunanden 
wer&^ 

Wolfe  was  thorou^^y  apprised  of  the  sttuation  of  the  enemy. 
That  Is  one  important  fact  to  bear  in  mind  in  considering  his 
movements  in  the  week  prior  to  the  battle.  He  knew  that  the 
man  in  chargo  of  the  outposts  on  the  summit  of  those  heights, 
Vergor  by  name,  was  a  true  product  of  the  Bigot  rl'gime,  and  no 
more  vigilant  than  a  man  woidd  be  who  was  thinking  how  roiild 
work  his  farm  with  the  aid  of  his  ^oldii  rs.  Bcsiilcs  the  Foulon 
post  Wolfe  knew  of  another  obstai  le  in  the  Sanios  battery  of  four 
gum  and  a  mortar  three  hundred  y&rda  nearer  Silleiy,  but  he 

1  IVoni  Chsduin  OonMpondence. 

•  He  had  already  writt<»Ti  to  Srmnder?  Anpnst  HOth — "My  ill-state  of  health 
binders  me  from  executing  my  owu  plaxi :  it  is  ot  too  desperate  a  uature  to 
order  others  to  execute." 

•  Cniiadifiii  Archives  Report,  1885,  p.  cxxxiii. 

•  A  good  deal  baa  been  writtea  aUout  a  certaiu  Major  Stobo^  a  Scottiah 
oAeer  ymo,  after  Washington's  d^nt  at  Fort  Necessily,  had  been  tent  m 
hc»tage  to  Quebec.  There  he  had  .ictivply  omploypil  hi^  oyp^,  hrokon  his 
parole  and  escaped  to  the  British,  to  whom  he  gave  valuable  informatioa. 
He  is  sidd  to  have  pointed  out  the  Aose  dti  Poolon  to  Woiift,  and  to  have 
been  present  in  the  general  attack.  As  a  m  ittrr  of  fact  Stobo,  ulio  not 
in  very  good  ropato^  left  Quebec  on  the  7th  Septemher,— See  Doaghty>  voL 
ii.  p.  114. 
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felt  this  could  be  taken  in  revorse,  once  the  troops  could  get 
a  footing!:  on  the  heights.*  Had  the  Guienne  regiment  remain^ 
overlook iiig  the  river,  where  it  had  been  stationed  by  Montcalm, 
Wolfe  mi^t  ha^  hesitated.  Bui  be  knew  Uieft  Yendicnil  hmd 
whfadmini  it  on  fbe  TQi,  tnutiiig  to  the  nataxal  InaooeMifaatty  of 
the ]M^ti»  audio  the  ooeit  between  Cap  Rooge  and  Sflleiy  wne 
dear. 

On  the  9tli,  keeping  bla  oounael,  be  landed  from  a  ship^  bont 
just  bebw  the  Etcbimin  river  and  survc^  the  oppoelfce  ahore 
through  a  i^aM.  He  saw  Hie  tents  of  the  enemy  on  the  summit  of 
the  difls — scarce  more  than  a  dozen  of  them  at  one  point — the 
point  which  from  its  natural  features  riveted  his  attention  most. 
It  was  about  a  milp  from  Quebec,  At  this  point  the  lofty  Kinks 
take  ail  in\\ard  curve,  and  a  narrow  path  wound  up  tiie  heights 
from  the  \\at<ji\s  etiire.  It  wns  called  Ailsc*  du  Foulon.  It  was  the 
Holitarv  !u  ci  to  t  lie  pliiins  abuve,  and  yet  so  inaccessible  that  one 
would  have  said  only  a  foolhardy  (onnnaiidcr  would  have  thought 
of  it  as  negotiable  even  by  Hght  iiifaiitry.  Montcalm  was  evidently 
much  of  this  opinion,  for  he  had  stationed  but  a  hundred  men  «t 
the  port  here  cm  the  sonimit* 

Heie^  tfaen»  was  MonteahnV  weak  pdnt^4iere^baYuig  diawn  off 
the  enemj^  fbfooi  tori^t  and  lefl^  WoUb  ooM  deal  bim  the  Uow 
fan  whidb  he  bad  waited  to  many  Inn^  dieaiy  wedce.  On  his 
retnrn  he  kept  his  own  ominsel.  The  opinion  of  hie  borigMUen  waa 
not  asked.  Stanhope  was  therefore  right  in  his  assertion,  since 
impugned  by  wiotts  partisans  and  upholders  of  "family  interest* 
that,    The  honour  of  the  first  thought  belongs  to  Wolfe  alone."** 

On  the  following  day  Wolfe  took  Monckton,  Townshend, 
Holiiif  s,  (  "arleton,  and  Delaune  of  his  staff,  to  make  a  survey 
of  the  spot  he  liad  ^*elected.  In  onier  tlial  their  uniforms  should 
not  betmy  their  rank  to  the  enemy,  they  threw  on  grenadiers'  over- 
coats as  a  disguise;  but  they  must  have  v.orn  thcni  loosely,  the 
di^uise  being  far  froui  perfect  The  lueach  officer  in  command  at 
Sillery  reported  to  Bougainville  seeing  three  boats  of  the  enemy, 
carrying  many  offieeie  m  gay  nmfbfmi^  one  in  partkdar  in  a  bine 
SQrtonty  with  mnch  gold  laoe.*  After  a  noonnaisaanoe  they  planted 
some  javdins  and  regained  their  boats  about  stt  in  the  eiesdng. 

*  "  Its  guns  could  not  be  trained  through  a  sufficieutly  wide  arc  to  afiord 
any  llsnking  fiie.  and  there  were  no  emhraaures  at  all  towirds  the  rear.** 
— Wsod,  ^  817. 
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THE  PLAINS  OF  ABRAHAM 

Still  ifere  the  bngadim  kept  in  tiie  daik  at  tollie  fdaiif  of 
cowmiHider,  aUhoai^  Holmei  and  Carieton  woe  both  probably 
mfonned  of  tiie  end  ]aiiding-plao%  and  the  Utter  irfiidi,  on  that 
waej  ofeningy  Iho  lOtli,  Wotfe  wrote  Burton,  abowa  hovr  eveiy- 
iUng  mui  deai^  settled  in  bit  nuiid. 

7b  CoumKL  BUBTON. 

*•  8nlktrland,"  above  T^p  Rouge, 

Monday,  IQth  Stftmber,  1769. 

Deae  Colonel, — You  perffectly  understood  my  meaning  in 
every  particular,  Goreham''f?  first  post  is  under  the  point  of 
a  hill,  where  there  is  a  little  rond  running  from  Dalling's  old 
quarter  up  to  the  river ;  the  way  down  is  very  steep,  but  I 
believe  the  troops  can  march  at  low  water  all  along  the  beach 
from  the  Point  of  Txjvi.  I  think  it  is  not  al3o\e  a  mile  and  a 
half,  or  two  miles,  from  our  batteries.  The  deserter's  intelligence 
in  respect  to  Hons,  de  VaudieuU^s  movements  agrees  in  part 
wifh  oar  obienmlioiiB;  but  it  k  afaHiutely  impoanUe  fbat  tbe 
Marqnii  can  bave  to  Uuga  a  ocnrpa ;  I  dont  bdieva  their  lAole 
army  amounta  to  Ibat  nmnbear.  Tliat  De  Levi  may  be  (pma 
towatde  Mootnal  ia  likdy  enon^  and  teema  to  maik  our 
GenenTa  prqgwaa :  the  more  neoearity  for  vigour  on  our  aide  to 
second  his  endeavours. 

Sixteen  hundred  of  our  men  are  upon  the  south  shore,  to 
clean  and  refresh  themaelves  and  their  transports ;  and,  indeed, 
to  save  the  whole  army,  which  must  hnve  perished  if  thry  had 
continued  fortv-eight  hours  lonp;cr  on  bo:ird.  To-morrow  the 
troops  re-enibark,  the  fleet  sails  up  the  river  a  little  higher,  :is  if 
intending  to  land  above  upon  the  north  shore,  keeping  a  con- 
venient distance  for  the  boats  and  armed  vessels  to  fall  down  to 
the  Faulon,  and  we  count  (if  no  accident  of  weather  or  other 
prevents)  to  make  a  powerful  effort  at  that  spot  about  Jmtr  in 
the  monung  of  the  Idth.  At  ten  or  deveoy  or  twdfe  at  night, 
sooner  or  kter,  as  it  may  be  necessary,  of  Wednesday,  the  jUBth« 
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we  get  into  our  boats.  If  we  arc  forced  to  alter  thew  iuiinni'f» 
you  shall  know  it ;  if  not,  it  stands  fixed :  be  you  careful  not  to 
drop  it  to  any^  for  fear  of  clesertion  ;  and  it  would  not  be  amiss 
for  Carleton  to  pass  his  trooj)^  [from  Orleans]  in  tlir  bcrriDning 
of  Wednesday  night.  Crofton  can  tile  along  tlio  sliorc  in  his 
riglil,  and  meet  you  at  the  post  you  take  ;  let  the  men  have 
their  blankets,  and  let  the  tents  be  struck,  bundled  up,  and 
ready  to  bring  over.  If  we  succeed  in  the  first  businc^  it  may 
produce  an  action,  which  may  produce  the  total  conquest  of 
Gtfidk;  in  all  am  jt  ii  oiv  duly  to  tty  moit  likely  way, 
ivliatem  may  be  fbe  event 

WlMt  ifae  deteiter  mye  of  the  braed  made  of  oeir  wlieai  k 
exactly  what  has  been  told  me  fay  otiier  dowrtara,  and  I  believe 
the  scarcity  in  the  colony  to  be  excetsive.  Tlieir  eimy  is  kepi 
together  fay  the  vkleiit  strong  hand  of  the  Govemmeot  and  bj 
the  terror  of  savages,  joined  to  a  sitoation  ^vhich  makes  it 
difficult  to  evade.  The  Canadians  have  no  affection  for  their 
Government,  nor  no  tie  so  strong  as  their  wives  and  children  : 
ihvy  Rre  a  disjointed,  discontented,  dispirited  peasantry,  beat 
into  cowaniice  by  Codes,  Bigot,  Montcalm,  and  the  savages. 

Yours  affectionately, 

J.  Wourifi. 

Admini  Helfflee»  who  wm  in  the  eecrel^  writing  five  days  after 
tfae  battle  waa  fought,  thw  lelbn  to  Wdfe^  diange  <tf  plan — 

"A  plan  was  iiniiRxlifttely  set  on  foot,  to  attempt  a  landing 
about  four  leagues  abo\c  the  town,  and  it  was  ready  to  put  into 
execution  when  General  Wolfe  reconnoitred  down  tJbe  Kiver  and 
fixed  upon  Foulon,  a  spot  adjacent  to  the  Citadel,  which,  tho' 
a  very  strong  Ground,  being  a  steep  Hill  with  abbatis  laid  across 
the  accessible  parts  of  it  and  a  Guard  on  the  Summit.  He  never* 
thdeas  thought  that  a  Hidden  brisk  attack  a  little  beinre  day- 
break would  bring  his  army  on  the  pkin,  witfain  two  mflea  of 
the  town.  Hie  alteratSon  of  the  Flan  of  OperetioDs  was  noty  I 
believe,  approved  of  by  many  beeidee  bimsdf.* 

As  a  matter  of  fuet  the  brigadiers  had,  on  ilie  8th,  themselves 
decidetl  tliat  a  landing  at  Poiiite  aux  Tremble^  would  offer  the  best 
chances  oi  success;  and  while  they  were  reconnoitring  that  distant 
part  of  the  shore  on  the  9th,  Wolfe,  as  we  have  seen,  was  making 
up  his  mind  alone  as  to  Foulon. 

Townshend  in  his  Diary  wrote:  "By  some  intelligcuoe  the 
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General  had  he  had  changed  his  mind  as  to  the  place  he  hitended 
to  land,*^  hut  knew  nothing  more  himself  than  was  annoonwid  in 
the  Orders  of  the  11th. 

Enough,  therefore,  has  been  said  to  expose  the  utter  ba^'eless- 
ness  of  the  contention  of  VVarburton  Rnd  others  that  "  the  nu  i  it  of 
this  (];iring  and  skilful  proposition  belongs  to  (ieorge  Townshend, 
although  long  disputed  and  withheld  by  jealousy  and  political 
hostility.""  When  Wright  argued  for  Wolfe's  sole  authorship  of 
the  plau  he  was  unaware  of  documents  wiiich  have  since  come  to 
light  showing  the  ignorance  of  the  brigadiers  on  that  very  point. 

The  Orders  issued  on  the  11th  referred  to  by  Townshend  were 

a^.  follows : 

To  the  Army  before  Quebec 

"  Tlie  troops  on  shore,  except  the  light  infantry  and  Anieri- 
ciins,  are  to  be  on  the  beach,  to-morrow  morning  at  five  o'clock,  in 
readiness  to  embark  ;  the  light  infantry  and  Americans  will  em- 
hark  at  or  about,  eight  o'clock ;  the  debichment  of  artillery  to 
be  put  oa  board  the  armed  sloop  this  day.  The  army  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  land  and  attack  the  enemy.  As  the 
Lowetiqffe  and  Sqtiirrel  frigates  are  ordered  to  follow  the  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  the  troops  belonging  to  those  ships  are  to 
remain  in  them»  and  the  boats  intended  for  these  corps  are  to 
take  in  others,  aoooiding  to  the  following  distribution 

StirUng  Ccutk  SfTo  take  fifty  into  each  boat  of  Bragg's  regi- 
DiMn  .  .  .  S|.  ment,  out  of  the  Atm  and  EKxabe^  trans- 
AieSde  .   .   •  1  [  port,  instead  of  Amherst^ 

Periibroke        4^**  Kennedy's  regiment,  out  of  the 

*    '    \    Employment  transport, 
Vang7iard  .    .  4 JTo  take  in  Colonel  Howe's  Corps  of  light  in- 
Trideiii     .    .  4|    fantry,  out  of  f]io  Jana  mid  J/rtry  transport. 
Centurion  .    .  2  (To  take  in  Anstruther's,  out  of  the  George 
Shrewsbury    .  4\  tmnsport. 

(To  take  Lascelles's  regiment,  in  five  boats,  out 
of  the  Ward  transport,  and  fifty  of  the 
Boyal  American  Grenadiers,  out  of  the 
Sidkeriandf  in  the  sixth  boat. 

^Iliere  remain  to  be  taken  into  the  boats  of  the  fleet  two 
hundred  Highlanden,  of  which  Terror  t^Fnmee  scbooner 
takes  Stty  from  the  Ann  and  HMgabeA ;  the  remaining  one 
hmidred  and  fifty  Higjhlanders,  m  the  Ward  tnmqiorty  idQ  be 
taken  by  the  fottowing  boats:  SuHheriamTi  long  boa^  fourty ; 
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Aleide  and  Medway^  fourtj  each  ;  AdmirdTs  flat-bottomed  boat, 
fifYiM-n  ;  Svthrrhind  cutter,  fifteen.  Ships  that  earn-  traops 
iuimcdjafcly  all'  !  the  flat-bottomed  boats.  Dncrs{(>ffr  frigate, 
three  hundretl  of  Amhersfs  ;  Sfjtdrrel,  two  luitulnt]  and  t\>Lirtj 
of  Louisbourg  Grenadiers;  Seahorse,  {wn  luiridred  and  fifty 
Highlanders;  Hunter  sloop,  one  huijtlrtd  ami  twenty  High- 
landers; three  armed  vessels,  two  hundred  Light  Infantry; 
Ijnurd  tiansporty  four  handred  Royal  Americans;  Adveniun 
tiaiiiport,  four  himdfed  of  Otwayi.  Oidnanoe  Tomlgy  wiUi 
tools  and  ortilleiy  men.  Hie  Georgt  transport  to  be  evacoated, 
tod  High^Midffs  being  one  bundred  and  fiffy,  to  be  remowgd 
into  Saakam  frigate ;  and  one  btindved  of  the  same  corps  non 
the  Aim  and  EBatAdh^  to  be  removed  also  on  board  the 
Seahorse  to-morrow  monung^  after  the  reimbarkaticHi  of  tlie 
first  body  of  the  troops  from  firignlicr  Blonckton's  oocpa^  at 
St  Nicholas. 

Otitta  OF  Tboois  at  tbe  lam  or  Boam 

Nmnber  of  Boati. 

8  ...  1st  Light  Itifimtiyle«d& 

6  .  .  .  ftid  Bngi^  regiment. 

4  .   .   .  Srd  Kennedy^s  regunsat. 

5  .   ,   .  4th  Lasoelles^s  regiment. 

6  .    .    .  5th  Anstruther's  r^ment 

1   .  .   .  6th  Detachment  of  Highlandm  and  Ameri* 

can  Gfenadiefs. 

^Captain  Ghads>  of  the  navy,  has  received  the  GeoenTi 
direction  in  respect  to  the  order  in  which  the  troops  move,  and 
are  to  land;  and  no  officer  must  attempt  to  make  the  least 
alteration,  or  interfere  with  Captain  Chad^s  particular  province^ 

fert,  as  the  boats  move  in  the  night  there  may  be  disorder  and 
confiision  among  them.  The  troops  must  p;o  into  the  boats 
about  nine  to  morrow  nigliL  oi  when  it  is  pretty  near  In^h 
water;  but  the  naval  officers,  commanding  the  different  divisions 
of  boats,  will  apprize  theni  of  the  fittest  time;  and  as  tliere 
will  be  a  necesisity  for  reiuainint^  some  part  of  the  night 
in  the  boats,  the  Officers  will  provide  accordingly  ;  and  the 
soldiers  will  have  a  jill  of  rum  extraordinary  to  mix  with  their 
water;  arms  and  ammunition,  two  days'*  provisiQiis  wHh  ram 
and  water,  are  all  that  the  loldiera  are  to  take  into  the  boats ; 
their  ships,  with  their  blankets,  tents,  etc,  will  soon  be  brang^ 
up* 
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The  night  of  the  12th  was  fixed  upon  for  the  movement  of 

the  troops,  and  on  this  day  Wolfe  was  very  busy.  Tho  brigadiers 
— Townshend  and  Murray  at  lea«?t — were  distrustful  of  the  whole 
I)usiness,  and  an^TT  at  the  rejection  of  their  own  plan.  Uolmes, 
who  probably  shared  their  views,  afterwards  wrote — 

M*!^  alteration  of  the  plan  of  operations  was  not  approved 

by  many  besides  himself  [Wolfe].  It  had  been  proposed  to  him 
a  month  before,  when  the  first  ships  passed  the  tovm,  and  when 
it  was  entirely  defenceless  and  unguarded.  .  .  .  He  now  laid 
hold  of  it  when  it  was  highly  improl)ablc  lie  should  succeed.  .  .  . 
The  care  of  landing  the  troops  and  sustaining  them  by  the 
ships  fell  to  my  share — the  most  hazardous  and  dillicult  task 
I  was  ever  engaged  in.  For  the  distance  of  the  landit^- place, 
ilie  impetiUMity  ni  llie  tide,  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
the  great  dianoe  of  eiactly  hitting  the  veiy  spot  intended 
without  discovery  or  alsirniy  made  the  whole  extremelj 
difficult'*! 

Wolfe's  perpetual  anxiety  lest  any  part  of  his  plan  should  be 
disclosed  was  justiBed.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  precautions,  a 
private  of  the  Boyal  Americans  who  deserted  on  the  ISth  would 
have  had  it  in  his  power  to  betray  him  to  Montcalm.  He  in  tutn 
from  a  Rench  deserter  kamt  that  the  EVendi  General  was  still 
within  his  entrenchments,  Levis  marching  with  a  large  detadi- 
ment  toward  Montreal,  and  Boogainville^s  force  overl^K^cing  the 
upper  river  waiting  in  expectation  of  an  attack. 

Wolfe  thus  described  the  situation  in  his  last  geneial  orders  on 
the  eve  of  his  great  and  last  coup— 

To  TH£  AjtMY. 

Ou  board  his  Migesty'H  ahip  iSutheriaiid," 

%M«r  12, 17Sa 
The  enemy'*s  force  is  now  divided;  great  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions is  in  their  camp,  and  universal  discontent  among  the 

Canadians.  The  second  officer  in  command  is  gone  to  Montreal, 
or  St,  John^s,  which  gives  reason  to  think  that  Greneral  Amherst 
is  advancing  into  the  colony.  A  vigorous  blow  struck  by  the 
army  at  this  juncture  may  determine  the  fate  of  Canada.  Our 
troops  below  are  in  readiness  to  join  us  ;  all  the  light  artillery 
and  tools  are  embarked  at  Point  Levi,  and  the  troops  will  land 
where  the  French  seem  least  to  expect  it. 

>  Vvufkt^,  voL  iv.  p.  see. 
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The  first  body  that  ^ts  on  shore  is  to  marcli  direL  tly  to  the 
emMTiy,  and  drive  thcin  from  any  little  post  they  may  occupy. 
The  ofticei-s  niu.st  l)e  careful  that  the  Hucceediiig  botlies  do  not  by 
any  mibLake  lire  upon  those  who  go  before  them.  The  battaiioiii 
must  form  on  the  upper  ground  with  expedition,  and  be  ready 
to  charge  whatever  presents  itself.  Wb^  the  artillery  and 
troop*  are  lanled,  a  corps  idll  be  kft  to  ieciire  tlie  laiidu^ 
while  the  rest  maidi  on,  and  eadettvaur  to  bring  the  Frendi  and 
CanadlaiM  to  a  batQe  '  Ihe  offioen  and  men  will  remember 
what  their  ooonby  expects  fimn  them,  and  what  a  determined 
body  of  soldiers,  inured  to  war,  is  capable  of  doing  agaimtfive 
weak  fkendi  battalions  mingled  with  disorderly  peasantiy.  The 
■pidien  mutt  be  attentive  and  obedient  to  their  oflkeny  and  Uie 
offioen  SMolute  in  the  execution  of  their  duff. 

It  was  his  farewell  rae.ssa^^e  to  his  brave  and  devoted  troojiv 
**  Duty — remember  what  their  country  expects.""  Is  not  thia  the 
fore-runner  of  Nelson's  farewell  sitj;n  il  at  Trafalgar  ? 

To  cover  his  master  stroke  it  had  been  arranged  that  Saunders' 
guns  and  batteries  should  thrt^aten  Beauport,  while  far  above  the 
city  Holmes  was  to  advaooe  some  o£  his  fleet  so  «a  to  attcaet  tfas 
atifciHiiHeD  of  BonigBhivllIeii  In  additioD  to  Hmm  two  dHmnistg^ 
taone  the  hMmm  aft  Poliit  Jj6m  xenewad  tbdr  boBsbndiMBt  «f 
the  hiwar  town* 

Twili^  oame  on ;  it  is  brief  m  these  laititades.  It  was  ane- 
ceeded  by  a  aombve  n^^^t  to  whkh  the  alan  knt  bat  little  mdianoa 
All  at  once  the  echoe%  stilled  for  some  hours,  ware  re  awakened  by 
the  booming  of  guns.  Noiedessly  the  lig^iter  ships  of  the  oqnadroo 
swept  past  the  city,  while  e^'ery  soldier  that  eould  be  spared  and 
could  shoulder  a  musket,  marched  from  Levis  np  the  right  bank  of 
tlie  ri\cr  in  the  darkness  as  to  ^\here  their  comrades  in  the  trans- 
ports lay,  and  taking  boat,  rejoined  thein.  Hushed  and  ex|>ectanl 
were  these  thousands  of  ineii,  awaiting  the  nigiial  when  they  were 
to  launeh  theuKschc^  in  the  boats,  and  cast  off  down  the  river 
to  the  unknown  landing-place.  No  one  slept ;  iiu  one  felt  like 
slumber. 

On  boaid  the  Suihiritmd^  the  GencwJ  sat  In  hk  cabin.  He 
had  sent  a  note  to  his  eaHj  iUend  Jervis,  the  commander  of  iht 
Ponwf^mt  (doop^  to  come  afaoaid  to  i^end  an  hioiir  or  two  wiUi 
hin* 

Jervis  found  the  General  had  a  trost  to  repose  in  him — one  he 
would  have  givoi  to  Garietoo^-but  bo  soklier  might  call  himaelf 
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uh  on  tlie  morrow.  Gmvely  he  banded  the  young  sailor  the  will  * 
be  had  made  three  months  before  at  iea»bis  note-book  and  papers, 
while  from  his  bosom  he  drew  a  portrait  of  Miss  Lowther,  idildi 
was  to  be  returned  to  her  in  case  be  lelL  And  WbUb  belimd  be 

would  fall ;  he  had  a  presentiment  of  deatfl* 

To  the  will  be  bad  added  a  codicil,  penned  on  the  eve  of  the 
battle  of  Montmorency,  and  witn^sed  by  Barr^  and  Hervey  Smith, 
by  which  he  left  ^1,000  each  to  hii>  mvAv,  Major  Walter  Wolfe, 
and  his  eonan,  r^pt^^in  Edward  Goldsmith. 

<'NsptniM''st8ea, 

Qih  June,  1759. 

I  desire  that  Miss  Lowther^s  picture  may  be  set  in  jeweb 
to  the  amount  of  6ve  hundred  giiin^  and  returned  to  hN, 

I  leave  to  Col.  Oiighton,  Col.  Carleton,  Col.  Ilowe,  and  Col. 
Wai-de  a  thousand  pounds  each.  I  desire  Admiral  Saunders  to 
accept  of  niv  licjlit  s^ervice  of  Plate,  in  remembrance  of  his  Guest. 
My  camp  enuijjjii^L,  kitrlicn  fiimitnre,  table  linen,  wine  and 
provisions,  1  leave  to  the  oihcer  who  succeeds  me  in  the 
command. 

All  my  books  and  papers,  boUi  here  and  iu  England,  I  leave 
to  CoL  Carleton. 

I  leave  Major  Ban^»'  Capt  De  Laime,  Capt.  Smjrth,  Capt 
Bell,  Capt  LesUetaiid  Gapt  C^well»  each  e  bnndred  guineas  to 
bay  mtds  and  rings,  in  lememfaran^  of  their  Mend.  My 
servant  Itam^oiB  shall  have  half  of  my  dotfaes  and  linen  here, 
and  the  three  fbotmeD  shall  divide  the  rest  amongst  them.  All 
the  servants  shall  be  paid  their  year's  wages  and  their  board 
wages  tiU  they  arrive  in  England,  or  till  they  engage  w  ith  other 
nuaten,  or  enter  Into  some  other  profession.  Besides  thi%  I 

>  OftiiiswiBChiloiid  WoodBB7Btrdvtlist''ni]irow8sgoodd^ 

on  his  character,  more  espcciallv  of  tne  unvaryiiif?  kindness  to  those  ia 
humble  podtioos  mdar  hun,  whion  esrasd  him  the  nsmo  of  '  The  Soldiers' 

Friend.'" 

'  fiarr^,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  was  introdaced  to  Wolfe  by  their 

eoramon  frienfl  Fx)rd  Pitzmaurice,  aftorwanl'*  E;^r1  of  .Shelburae.  **  You  may 
be  sure."  wruU^  Wolfe  to  Rickson,  "  Uiat  my  uitorniattuu  came  from  the  best 
lUBSds.*'  And,  -from  a  kttcr  written  in  1762,  cited  in  "The  Chatham 
Correspondence,"  it  appears  that  Barru  was  "  found  out,  pushed,  and  brought 
into  Parliament  by  Lord  Shelburne."  ilia  conduct  aa  Af^utant-Geuend  of 
the  evpsdtttoa  was  so  highly  appreciated  by  hie  comBSsader,  that,  whm 
thn  success  of  the  campaign  seemed  hopeless,  Wolle  refrrclti']  hh  want 
of  power  to  serve  hina,  and  only  wished  for  an  opportnnity  to  make  him  the 
BMSSSDger  of  good  newifi,— an  1k»is»  Of  wUdi  tha  Mils  of  Qsebee  teivea 
him.  In  tlio  following  year,  however,  Barre  waa  the  bearer  of  Geosssl 
Ansberst's  dispafcshss  the  surrender  of  MontreaL — Wright. 
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leave  fifty  guinea!  to  £niiQOii»  twmtf  to  AnhPOM  and  tm  to 

each  of  the  others. 

Eveiything  over  and  above  these  k|gaGiet  I  leave  to  my  good 
mother,  entiiely  at  her  dispoiaL' 

Jajuh  Wolhe.** 

**  Witness 

Wnx  Dk  Laune, 
Tbo.  Bkll."" 

WhUe  the  two  finends  still  sat  together  in  the  cabin  a  mess^iger 
entered  with  a  note  signed  by  the  three  brigadiers.  MoncktOB 
had  been  indnoed  to  aigpi — probably  aofe^  against  the  gnam. 

To  Gknejiai.  Wolkjl. 

On  board  the  "  Loestoft/' 

Sept.  12,  174a. 

SiK, — As  we  do  not  think  ourselves  sufficiently  informed  of 
the  several  facts  whuh  may  fall  to  our  share  in  the  executkm  of 

the  descent  you  intend  to-morrow,  we  must  beg  leave  to  reqtiest 
from  you,  as  distinct  orders  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit 
of,  particularly  to  the  place  or  places  we  arc  to  attfick.  This, 
circumstance  (pt'r}iaj).s  very  dc(  i>ive)  we  cannot  learn  from  the 
public  orders,  neither  may  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  nnvn]  odic-er 
who  leads  the  Tioops  to  instruct  us.  ^Vs  we  shuulJ  bt  \ery 
sorry,  no  less  for  the  public  than  our  own  sakes,  to  commit 
any  mistakes,  we  are  persuaded  yon  will  see  the  neoessity  of  this 
application. 

(afgnad) 

EO0IKT  MoNCtXOtl, 
GaORGE  TOWMSHBMD^ 

Jahbb  MmiAr. 

He  must  have  smiled  griiuly  as  he  reiul  this  mi.sstve.  It  would 
have  been  ciusy  to  ignore  it.    lie,  however,  ^ized  his  pen  ouce 

'  .Toshtia  Parry  knew  Wolfe  personall}'.  "T  will  spiul  yon,"  he  wrote 
Lord  iiathurst  in  1700,  "  aii  anecdote  1  luivc  ln-anl  ut  pour  Wolfe,  liiii 
ftCher  was  excessively  fond  ot  bin  and  always  all(j,<,  ua  him  rather  mora  than 
he  could  afford  or  than  the  young  man  wanted.  VV'heu  he  heard  his  fitlic'- 
was  verv  ill,  he  was  extreoiely  uneaay  for  £sar  he  ahoald  leave  evervthm^  to 
Um  and  neglect  hfai  nottier,  telling  hi»  frfeads  that  thoogli  it  wooM  tiM 
same  thing  \i>  Imt  in  rc?pert  of  hi«  fortune,  for  he  was  determined  to  givp  it 
all  to  her,  yet  he  thought  it  was  s  miMt  diaagreeahle  circomstsnce  for  a  pareitt 
tostandmiieroUiMUoMtosehiM.  Hs  fi^ullsdi«ldf  sent  Iter  £800,  wUsh 
w:is  ill  that  he  could  command,  and  i'xj>re3.sed  extreme  satisfaction  when  he 
heard  thst  his  &thar  had  ^vided  wsU  fm  her." — ^Morter^  JStvitw,  voL  186, 
p.  lOi. 
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more.  With  admirable  self-control  he  agpon  mot  over  tlie  gfoimd 
to  MondLtoiiy  Mid  Moncktoii  aUme*^ 

7b  Brigadiee  Moncktok. 

''Sntliwlftud;'  8^  o'clock. 

Sir, — My  reason  for  desiriog  the  honour  of  your  eompanj 
with  me  to  Gorham''8  post  yesterday  wa.s  to  shew  you,  as  well  as 
the  distance  would  permit,  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
place  where  I  meant  they  slimi]fl  hv  at  tac  ked  ;  as  you  are  charj^(^1 
with  that  dntv  I  should  be  to  give  you  all  furtlu-r  lif^ht  and 
as.si>tauce  in  my  power. — ^The  place  is  callt-d  Hie  FoiUon^  distant 
upon  2  miles  or  2|  from  Quebet-,  \v]kic  you  remember  an 
encampment  of  12  or  18  Tents  and  an  abbatis  below  it. — You 
mentioned  to-day  Uiat  you  had  perceived  a  bieaijtwork  there 
which  made  me  imagine  you  as  well  acquainted  with  the  place 
as  the  natore  of  the  thing  wmiU  admit  ot  I  tooic  Capt.  Chads 
with  me  also  and  desirad  the  AdnuiaPi  attendance^  that  as  the 
Ibfmer  is  diaiged  hj  Mr.  SaondeEs  with  conducting  the  hoats, 
he  mlg^t  make  himadf  as  moeh  a  nissier  of  his  part  as  posflUe ; 
and  as  semal  of  the  Ships  of  War  are  to  £dl  down  with  the 
troops,  Mr.  Hohnes  would  be  able  to  station  them  properly 
after  he  had  seen  the  plaoew  I  have  desired  Mr.  Holmes  to  send 
the  boats  down,  so  that  we  may  arrive  about  half  an  hour  before 
day,  ««  you  desired  to  avoid  the  disorder  of  a  night  attack,  and 
I  sbidl  be  present  myself  to  f^h  n  yon  all  the  aid  in  my  y>ower. 

The  officers  who  are  ap|K)inted  to  (oiiduct  the  divisions  of 
boats  have  been  strictly  enjoined  to  keep  f\s  much  order  and  to 
act  as  silently  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  mlmit  of,  and 
Capt  Chads  will  begin  to  land  the  men  a  little  of  this  fiide  of  the 
naked  Rock,  which  you  must  remember  to  have  seen,  within 
which  (to  the  east-ward)  the  enemy  is  posted. 

It  is  not  a  usual  thiqg  to  point  oat  in  the  pubUc  ordean  the 
direct  spot  of  our  attack,nor  for  any  inferior  Officers  not  dunged 
with  a  parttoular  duty  to  aslt  instroetions  upon  that  point.  I 
had  the  honour  to  infbrmyooto-daj)  that  it  is  my  dui^  to  attack  > 
the  French  Army.  Td  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  abilities  I 
have  fijtfd  upon  that  spot  where  v  (  ran  act  with  the  most  force 
and  are  most  likely  to  socoeed.  If  X  am  mistaken  I  am  sorry 

1    These  letters,  written  a  Aw  hoars  bafiHPS  Ihs  kettle,  aft«r  final  aiTftiiff». 

ments  for  the  enterprise  had  been  made,  arp  Riirrlv  ^  sufficient  nnswrr  tn  tiio 
namerous  critics  who  have  asaerted  that  Wolie  suuply  carried  oat  the  plaus  of 
bfahrlgidler.'*— ]>oaghty,roLiii.p.28. 
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for  it  and  miut  be  onsiremble  to  his  Mtjet/ty  and  the  public  §ar 
the  ffwwwpwiipw* 

I  have  the  HoiuHr  to  be.  Sir,  etc., 

James  Wou'f. 

Townsfaend  wajs  briefly  diimiBeed*  He  had  no  longer  power  to 
tiy  WolfeVi  temper. 

To  BunAoiEft  TowMnoEND, 

"smiMKiMia/'  o'clock, 

11^//.  S-j^L,  1759. 

Siii, — (loiirral  Monckton  is  charged  with  thr  fir>t  kuulin;^  and 
athu  k  at  the  ibuJon,  if  he  succeeds  you  will  Ije  pleased  to  give 
directions  that  the  troops  afloat  be  set  on  shore  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  as  they  are  under  your  CoumuiiKlj  and  when  4^600 
men  now  in  the  Fleet  are  landed  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
tiiat  we  are  able  to  fight  and  to  beat  tiie  Frendi  Army,  in  vpUdi 
I  know  jou  win  give  your  beat  aaristanoe. 

I  have  the  Honor,  ete., 

Jam.  Wpm. 

niese  letters  to  Mondcton  and  Towulhend  were  hang  writteD 
when  at  nine  the  flnt  division  of  the  troops  took  to  the  boata. 

Midnij^t  came  and  a  lantern  from  the  maintop  at  the 
Sutherland  was  shown  as  a  signal.  Noiselessly  did  the  troops  of 

the  fiTfit  division  get  into  the  flat-bottomed  boats.  An  hour  and 
a  half  later  they  were  ranged  round  the  SiUherland  ready  for  the 
signal  to  cast  off.  The  tide  had  already  begun  to  ebb  as  Wolfe 
and  his  officers  clambered  into  the  craft  already  loadwl  to  the 
water's  edge.  The  General  sat  in  the  stern  with  one  nf  his  aidos-de- 
camp,  and  Major  Bam*  by  his  side.  At  two  oclt>ck  tlit>  ]>oab« 
were  cast  oft'  Stealthily,  scarce  needinf^  the  movement  of  au  o/ir, 
the  flotilla  tarrying  1600  men  stole  down  the  river,  keeping  nt^ar 
the  north  baiik.    Above  those  precipitous  heights  the  enemy  slept. 

Half-an-hour  later  the  anned  bloop«  followed,  then  the  other 
frigates  and  transports. 

In  the  van  was  WoUe^  at  the  supreme  criab  of  his  life.  As  aO 
soog^t  in  vain  to  pteroe  the  darknfisB,  his  mind  tmvdled  across 
the  ocean  to  Us  mother  and  his  betrothed.  He  thoo^^t  of  the 
brevity  of  life,  the  vanity  of  fiune,  and  in  an  apruili  of  feeliQg  tiie 
stanias  of  Gmy"^  JSb^  came  to  his  Up^ 

"  The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  power. 
And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  e'sr  gVf9t 

Await  alike  the  inevitahle  hour. 
The  pvUis  4ir  gi«7  Isid  kot  to  the  gisfe.** 
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There  was  a  pause.  All  were  silent.  "  Grentleiiiai»  I  mould 
•ooner  have  written  that  poem  than  take  Quebec ! "  ^ 

This  burst  of  sentiment  was  but  momentary.  The  boat  was 
rapidly  drawing  near  the  spot  he  had  marked  at  the  foot  of  the 
dark  lieightii.  Four  and  twenty  officers  under  Captain  Delaune  had 
volunteered  to  be  the  first  to  land.  Along  the  line  of  beach  the 
French  had  at  intervals  posted  sentries,  who  had  been  instructed  to 
expect  commissariat  boats  from  Montreal  that  night. 

But  a  little  inddent  now  ooouned  which  waa  almost  ftAil  to 
ilio  lAok  cnlMprias.  In  mid-cbumil  tbe  doop  Aniltr, 
wliiae  d^pbiiiiy  iulbnned  hf  a  IVcncii  dnarter*  hm  at  that  moiMnt 
move  oa  the  alert  for  tibe  eneniy^  provirion  boats  tbea  mindfial  of 
what  the  militaiy  Ccnamenikr-io-Chief  was  doing.  Ha  Mmle  of 
the  boats  lay  close  to  tibe  Hunter^  and  when  half  a  eable'^s  length 
away  Wolfe's  quick  ear  caa|^  the  sound  of  an  unwonted  stir 
aboard,  and  his  quick  suspicions  pqiBted  to  what  pcoved  true,  that 
the  crew  mistaking  him  for  the  enemy  were  on  the  point  of  turning 
their  gims  on  his  boat.  Another  ten  seconds  it  would  have  been 
too  late,  but  he  quietly  hailed  the  Hunter  and  explained. 

Hie  report  about  the  enemy^s  provision  boats  was  too  useful 
not  to  be  turned  to  advantage. 

Before  De  Launch's  men  could  step  on  shore  they  were  challenged 
in  the  darkness.    "  Qui  vive !  ^    Instantly  one  of  the  officers,  the 

A  It  asans  to  ma  a  BMwt  perverse  wMni  oa  tiM  fart  of  ewliiB  feesnt 

writers  to  seek  to  demolish  the  authenticity  of  this  anecdote.  It  rests  on  the 
onimpeachaUe  aoihority  of  Professor  John  Robiaou  of  tbe  University  of 
Bdinbuff^h,  who  M  bem  a  volmitoap  In  Admiral  Saaodenr  ieet  Amongst 
others  to  whom  he  related  it  was  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  conveyed  It  to  Southey. 
"I  hsvoj"  he  wrote^  "  repeatedly  heard  the  ProfiBseor  say  tnat  during  part  of 
tiie  pMnga  Wolfe  jralled  ont  of  his  pocket  and  read  to  officers  around  (or 
aerhape,  repeated)  uray's  celebrated  '  JBSesT  in  a  Country  Churchyard.*  I 
oo  not  know  if  the  recitation  waa  not  so  well  received  as  he  expected,  but  he 
said  with  a  good  deal  of  animation.  '  I  can  only  say.  Gentlemen,  that,  if  the 
choice  were  rnina,  I  would  rathar  aa  tiM  aathor  of  these  varaes  than  win  tlia 
battle  which  we  are  to  fijfht  to-morrow  morning.'  It  must  not  be  supposed 
that  this  was  a  matter  of  serious  election,  but  it  was  a  strong  way  of  express- 
ing his  love  of  literature.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Robison  tell  the  story  repeatedly, 
tat  his  daughter  became  the  wife  of  my  intimate  friend  Lord  Erskine." 

Mr.  DiNigh^  also  points  out  another  and  long-pxevious  authori^  for  tlM 


There  is  nothing  intrinsically  improbable  in  it,  and  it  is,  besides, 
very  characteristic.  Nor  does  it  reflect  upon  the  greatness  of  the  mission  of 
Wmiwlf  and  faii  man.  Ckrlyle  gets  at  tiie  heaii  of  the  matter  when  be 
paraphrases,  in  his  fantastic  way.  Wolfe's  praise  of  the  "  Elegy"  :  "  Oh,  these 
are  tones  of  the  Eternal  Melodies,  are  not  t}iey  ?  A  man  might  thank 
Haavan  had  he  snch  a  gift :  almost  as  «ae  might  for  aucceediug  here. 
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younger  Simon  Fraser,  who  spoke  excellent  Frencb,  responded, 
"  In  France^  "A  quel  re^ment  flemandefl  one  of  the  sentries. 
"  J)c  !a  Reim^  the  quick-witted  Highlander  nmclc  answer,  "We 
are  the  provision  boat£.  But,  hush,  we  may  be  heard  by  the 
enemy's  »hip  yonder.""  lli^y  ^"-ere  permitted  to  pass.  Quebec  and 
Beauport  were  on  the  brink  of  famine;  m^-wbo  brought  the  army 
supplies  of  food  were  welcome  indeed. 

The  spot  which  Wolfe  had  hit  li^xm  for  a  landing  (thea  CiM 
locally  Aiise  du  Ibiikii,  nov  WoUbV  Cove)  is  %  snail  inht  Biade 
by  two  projectini;  pdnts  of  land  yatk  hSu^  wna^  to  bo  dij  at 
li%l|ktide»  Aomtlib  point  liiediir»8oiiie  900  M  in  height, 
be  giinod  hf  a  mavw^  s^giV  P>A  hofdend  liy  sbmled  tttm  and 
bushes.  Biit  evm  tfaift  path  had  beon  lillad  by  the  enemy  w& 
obtteuctiasis. 

It  wtm  tarn  o'dock.  Wolfle,  the  first  man  to  leap  adiOK^  after 
anxiously  scanning  the  hdghts,  said  to  De  Laune^s  men  about 
him,  "  You  must  get  up,  my  lads-,  as  yon  ran."  Some  of  the  boat* 
had  overshot  the  mark,  but  a.s  all  had  to  clamber  up  the  face  of 
tho  slopp  a'^  thfj  could,  it  inad<"  little  diftercncc.  T^p  to  the 
suimnit,  still  \vrapped  in  *»ilciire,  clam  be  red  De  LiiUiie':*  volunteers 
and  three  J-.ight  Iniantry  companies,  all  keeping  as  near  together 
as  they  could.  As  they  neared  the  top  the  enemy's  pioquet  was 
aroused  and  Captain  Macdonald,  a  Highlander,  be;^n  a  fredi 
parley  in  P^rench.  But  tbe  tmpa  were  too  in^lxnt  to  parley: 
tiiiy  flmig  tiwoMeivoi  upon  tfao  f!Nnbh  ■antrie>»  and  befixo  many 
afaota  -mm  exefaaqged,  put  Hmdi  to  flight.  Two  batteries  wife 
taken  in  reverse  before  they  bad  given  much  trouble. 

AH  this  while  Wolfe  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  slope.  No 
sooner  did  he  hear  the  dischaige  of  weapons  and  the  ringing  cheen 
above  than,  by  his  orders,  the  rest  of  the  division  flung  themselfei 
upon  the  face  of  the  cliff,  and,  helped  by  the  boshes^  toie  a  waj 
somehow  to  the  top.  There  they  joined  their  eomiadesy  who  bad 
already  mode  several  prisoners.^ 

Dawn  was  just  breaking  as  the  General  himself  dimlxd  ihe 
height,  and  slathered  around  him  his  \600  men.  Did  no 
fleeting  th(mn;ht  come  to  him  as  he  stood  there  of  the  terrible 
risk  he  had  ruii  ?  From  the  plateau,  known  as  the  Heights  of 
Abraham,  he  could  discern  the  return  of  the  boats  Wkii  with  the 
seoood  diviflhm  oommanded  by  Townahend.  By  thb  time  the  path 
bad  been  deared,  and  an  asoent  was  made  donUe  file.  Then  the 

1  **  Them  mea  ^ve  Wolfie  some  valuable  iaformation,  which  pnctiosUy 
eooflnned  the  tnA  of  his  oim  faaesst  ia  every  ptitieaha*.'*— Wood,  SSI* 
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bluejackets  haafcened  across  the  river,  where  Burton  and  his 
1200  men  were  eager  to  embark.  Long  before  the  sun  arose 
Wolfe  had  4800  men  on  the  heights,  awaiting  the  onset  of  the 
astonished  enemy.  Each  man  carried  seventy  rotmdi*  of  ammu- 
nition, bnt  the  labour  of  dragging  the  guns  up  the  cliff  was  heavy 
and  talious,  so  that  only  one  had  gained  the  summit  when  tiie 
action  began.  Excited  and  eager,  but  preserving  the  strictest 
dii»tipHne,  they  stood,  while  Wolfe  examined  the  position  carefully. 
He  gave  the  order  to  march  in  tiles,  and  on  the  Plains  of  Abridiam 
they  halted. 

No  sooner  had  Hdnws  emptied  Us  transports  dian  he  swung 
his  squadron  down  the  river  to  Beauport»  where  the  arrival  of  the 
ships  made  Montoahn  snspeet  an  attack  opon  his  poritton  tiiefe» 
Montcahn  had  spent  a  sleepless  nig^t,  perplexed  at  tactics  he  codd 
not  fitthom.  He  had  taken  every  |)recaution  against  attack  at 
Moatmorend,  and  trusted  Bougainville  and  his  2000  troops  with 
the  task  of  *|»&i«i^tig  the  cUflb  above  the  city.  The  idea  of  a  force  < 
from  below  smashing  his  centre  ne%'er  occurred  to  him.  BetwM>n 
himself  and  the  city  lay  Vaiidreiiil,  who  had  promised  instantly  to 
report  any  news  from  the  outposts.  MoTitr aim  had  heard  firing  at 
Sillery  about  daybreak,  which  matle  him  iiTicasy,  but  little  wa.s  he 
prepared  for  the  tidings  which  now  hurst  upon  him.  Several 
Canadian  picqucts,  pale  and  disordenxl,  announced  that  the  whole 
British  army  was  parading  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham. 

The  news  seemed  preposterous.  As  the  fVench  General  got 
into  the  saddle  he  nrarmured  to  the  CShevalier  Johnstone  that  there 
most  he  some  foundation  for  the  romour-^  small  parly  of  British  had 
come  to  hum  a  few  houses  and  retire.  Ihom  Vao^uirs  quarters 
in  the  misty  morning  light  the  distant  tableland  behind  the  city 
was  visibly  and  there  upon  Montcalm's  astonished  sight  the  thin 
red  line,  so  often  figuring  in  British  history  and  romance,  stretched 
across  the  dull  emerald  of  the  heights.  "I  see  them,'"  he  said 
bitterly,  in  a  low  voice,  where  they  ought  not  to  be.  This,  my 
fiiends,  is  a  serious  business.'* 

He  ordered  up  instantly  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spared 
from  the  Beauport  lines,  and  ^oon  thousands  of  men  were  hurrying 
pellmell  over  the  bridge  of  boats  that  traversed  the  St.  Charles, 
the  regiment  of  Guienne  in  the  van,  on  into  the  beleaguered  city. 

Since  thej  have  got  to  the  weak  side  of  this  miserable  guiimm^ 
said  Montcalm,  ^we  must  give  battle  and  crush  them  befeve 
midday.^  He  sent  ahead  1600  Cano^an  militia  to  engage  the 
enemy  untfl  he  had  disposed  of  his  forces.  Messengers  galloped 
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* 

9^  to  Bougainville!  at  Cap  Bouge  &ijbt  miks  awmy,  to  eome  to  Ini 

chiers  assistance. 

On  the  approach  of  the  f^tia^iMiw*  aulitiay  Wolfe  diew  up  hit 

army  in  })attle  army.^ 

Here,  on  this  "almost  ideal  open  battlefield,''' ho  -would  cast 
the  die  for  the  possession  of  Canada.  On  the  extreme  right,  near 
the  precipice,  slightly  wooded  iiear  the  brink,  he  placed  the  S5th. 
il^ment  and  the  Grenadiers  of  Louisbourg,  whose  impetuous 
conduct  at  MontmoreDci  six  weeks  before  had  cost  so  dear.  The 
jlSth  eootiDued  the  line  to  the|;4Srd,  whidi,  with  the  47tfa9 
famwd  the  centre.  On  the  left  the  58th  just  readied  the  htow  of 
the  ridge  overlookiii^  the  St.  Gharks  Valley,  joined  on  the  ri|^t 
by  the  78th.  This  formed  the  Ffast  Divkion,  whidb  Wolfe,  at 
the  liead  of  the  Crrenadiers,  oonnnwided;  Monckton  coanmnded 
the  right,  Murray  the  centre. 

Behind  was  drawn  up  the  Second  Division  under  Townsheod, 
consisting  of  the  15th  Regiment  and  two  battalions  of  the  60th,  or 
Royal  Americans.  As  a  reserve,  a  tliird  litje  was  formed  by  Colonel 
Burton  with  the  48th  in  four  columns  of  two  companies  each,  some 
light  infantry  under  (  olonel  Howe  covering  the  flank  and  rear. 
The  Grande  Allee,  or  road  to  Cap  Rouge,  parsed  through  the 
centre  of  the  plain.  The  whole  of  these  dispositions  were  made  by 
Vfdih  with  anerring  judgment  and  great  oeleritj. 

Huee-quarten  of  a  mlk  away  lay  the  dtf§  veatem  nalL  b 
the  fattenal  on  the  plain,  while  tbe  Britiah  troopa  were  heii^diawn 


>  The  total  strength  was  4829  of  all  ranks,  and  2  guns. 

Major-general   1 

Brfgadien   3 

Divisional  Staff   9 

Jiouisbottrg  Gronndiers— From  Ist  Royals;  17th,  22iid,  40th  and 

i6ih  Rc^imeuta   241 

lAib — '*  Amhersts/*  now  East  Yorkshm  Regimeat                   •  i06 

28th— "Bragg  s,"  now  let  Rn.  CloLicestershire     ....  421 

36th— "Otw;iy'g,"  now  Ist  Bn.  Royfil  Sussex        .       ...  619 

43rd—"  Kennedy's/'  now  Ist  Bn.  Oxfordshire  light  Infantry      .  327 

47th~"  Laacelle's/'  now  Ist  Bn.  Loyal  North  Ltooashire            .  360 

08th— "Anstnither's/' BOW  2nd  Bn.  NorlhsmptQiidiixe.  .  .  M 
•48th— "Webb V' now  1st  Bn.  Northamptonshire  .  .088 
2nd  Bu.  Royal  Americans—"  Monckton's,"  now  «ud  Bii.  King's 

Royal  Rifle  Corps   322 


avd  Bu.  Boyd  AnMrioHW— "LmtmmV'  eoir  8fd  Bn.  Kiog'a 

Rojral  Rifle  Corpe   640 

78th--"i?>MerV'iMm2adBn.  Sflafocth  Highkodan  ...  662 

4829 

•  Wood,  p.  284. 
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up,  the  advandng  abarpshootcn  of  the  Caondian  militia  poured 
forth  a  harassing  fire  from  behind  scrub  and  thicket.  On  the 
flanking  woods  and  coppices  other  militifimen  and  Indians  were 
hidden.  Men  began  to  iail  so  fast  in  the  Hriti.sh  ranks  that  Wolfe 
advanced  some  light  infantry  to  drive  tJicm  out.  At  seven  o'clock 
the  enemy  mustered  in  greater  numbers,  bringing  up  three  field 
gutis  which  caused  some  mischief,  but  by  no  means  ruffled  the 
discipline  of  Wolfe's  meu.  Colonel  Howe,  with  the  light  infantry 
men,  soon  cleared  the  coppices  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The 
we  are  to]d»  seemed  to  be  hi  aU  parte  of  the  field  at  once, 
inslraetiiig  and  eDOoaiaging  by  tnnii.  At  one  pomt  his  eje  ML 
on  a  aqitain  shot  throq^  the  InUgs,  He  stopped  to  press  the 
hand  cf  the  woonded  man,  told  him  not  to  gi've  up  hope^  and 
assured  him  of  leaife  of  absence  and  eadj  promotion.  Nay,  more, 
at  each  a  critical  moment,  with  the  ihta  of  Quebec  in  the  balance,  he 
send  an  aide^-camp  with  a  message  to  General  Monckton  to 
oerry  out  his  wishes  in  case  he  himself  fell  in  the  action.  The 
captain  survived  and  to  Monckton'*.s  credit  the  promise  was  Vvpf. 
Do  not  such  actions  as  these  yield  the  secret  of  Wolfe's  popularity 
with  his  men  and  show  why  his  memory  was  ever  cherished  as  the 
**  Soldier's  Friend  "  ? 

Thus  far  not  a  shot  had  been  fired  from  the  British  lines.  At 
eight  oVlock  the  heads  oi'  the  enemy's  columns  could  be  discerned 
ascending  the  slope  which  led  from  the  St.  Charles  to  the  Plains  of 
Ahnham,  ddrtii^  the  nortlMni  lamparts  of  the  dty.  After  halt- 
ing within  reconnoitring  distance  th^  were  fbnned  by  their  leader 
into  llnee  powerful  diviaionsy  numbering  alU^gether,  eidosiTe  of 
Indians,  IjStO  men.  On  the  right  were  one  half  of  the  Csnadian 
niilitia»  snpported  by  the  hattalioiia  of  La  Saare  and  Languedoc^ 
the  rest  of  the  militia  being  on  Urn  left  with  the  Royal  RousaiUon 
Bigiment.  in  the  centre^  commanded  by  Montcalm  himself 
mounted  on  a  black  charger,  were  the  regiments  of  Beam  and 
Guienne.  Although  the  Indians  were  present  on  tbo  field  IB 
numbers  fhvv  did  not  distinguish  themselves  by  much  tight  n)^^. 

Meanwhile,  Wolfi-,  noting  that  Montcalm  was  making  an 
attempt  to  outfljuik  his  left,  oidertxl  Townshend  to  form  the  16th 
en  potmec^  .ind  so  show  a  double  front  to  the  French  right. 

Bougaiavdle,  though  far  distant,  had  sent  a  force  of  infantry 
and  a  troop  of  cavalry  to  attack  W^olfe's  rear-gumxL  These  had 
been  repoked  by  Townshend ;  while  in  front  the  sharpshooters  had 
also  been  compelled  to  Ihll  baek. 

Bealiiring  the  value  of  a  brief  rset  after  such  haroic  csxertionsp 
he  then  told  his  men  to  lie  down.  Thus  they  remamed  untfl  nme 
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oVIock,  when  seeing  the  French  army  at  last  in  motion,  at  ft  agnd 
they  sprang  to  their  feet  At  the  same  time  the  solitaiy  gun  of 
th<  llntish  opened  iiie.  The  two  amuat  won  banfy  aiz  huiMlwd 

yiiTch  apart. 


FLAK  or  rum  battle  of  qcebkc 


The  hands  of  the  pfreat  chnk  in  the  Rflsih'ca  pointed  to  five 
iiiinntcs  past  ten  when  the  French  adwineef]  with  loud  shouts,  and 
at  about  Iwo  hundred  yards' distance  began  lirint^  ohh'quelv  towanls 
the  extremities  of  the  British  Hne.  The  rain  had  €*^ased,  although 
the  sky  waa  still  lowering.    Wolfe  had  given  the  strictest  orders 
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tbat  not  a  Aat  of  tlie  enemy  was  to  be  returned,  but  with 

shouldered  anns  as  if  on  ponde  the  British  lines  stood  gpm  and 
silent^  a  triumph  of  one  man^s  superb  discipline.  When  a  soldier 
received  a  bullet  and  droppod,  his  fellows  closed  ranks  like  so 
many  machines.  Wolfe  himself  was  shot  in  the  wrist,  hot  hastily 
bindii)^  a  liandkei  t  hief  about  the  wound,  which  must  have  been 
agonizing  ius  tliu  tendons  had  been  severed,  he  moved  along  the 
firont  lanks,  exliorting  them  to  be  steady — to  stand  firm.  The 
enemy  was  less  than  forty  yards  away  after  pouring  in  a  full  first 
broadside. 

The  moment  for  the  British  had  come. 
<*Fkc8ent^iixe  1*  rang  oat  tlie  word  of  oommaiid,  and  like  a 
sing^  monstroiis  shot  tfae  deadly  volley  thundered  out.  So  pieeise 
wm  tfae  fixe  of  those  thfee  front  ranks  into  the  onooming  foe  that 
French  veterans  after  the  battle  said  they  had  never  knomi  any- 
thing  like  it.  Bradley  calls  it  one  of  the  most  tremendous  and 
^active  volleys  that  had  ever  been  delivered  since  the  invoition  of 
gunpowder.""  Tlie  advancing  columns  reeled  like  aspen  saplings 
caught  in  a  gu.st,  and  then  the  smoke  obscured  the  horror  of  what 
had  liappened,  and  only  their  cries  of  agony  showwl  how  n morse 
less  had  been  the  blow.  Before  the  white  clouds  cleared  away  the 
British  had  reloaded  and  repeatedly  fired.  The  French  were 
soon  seen  lying  in  heaps,  aiid  the  gaps  in  that  piialanx  tiiat  came 
on  so  ^dlantly  a  second  before  were  fiur  wider  than  the  groups 
of  daaed  survivon.  General  de  St  Ours  had  heen  struck  dead; 
de  Senenegues,  the  second  in  command,  was  stretched  on  the 
ground  mortally  wounded. 

Less  than  fifteen  minutes  had  elapsed  since  the  oiemy  had 
sounded  an  advance ;  not  a  ringle  British  soldier  had  moved,  and 
yet  Montcalm^s  trained  eye  must  have  tcdd  him  that  all  was  lost. 
As  Wolfe  gave  the  order  to  charge,  the  whole  body  of  the  Canadian 
militia,  unusetl  to  fire  in  the  field,  broke  and  fled.  Thus  deserted, 
and  their  ranks  thinned,  the  veteran  battalions  of  Beam  and 
Guiennf!  eould  hardly  keep  their  ranks.  Montcalm,  still  unhurt, 
gaUo|)iMg  hither  and  thither  did  something  to  allay  the  panic. 
But  his  charge  was  broken,  and  Wolfe,  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers, 
is  coming  on.  The  wavering  foe  shall  feel  bayonet  a^  well  as  bullet, 
and  with  gleaming  eyes  and  tense  muscles  the  British  advanced. 
A  conspicuous  figure  was  Wolfe  over  mx  fisst  hig^  in  his  fari^t 
new  uidlbrm,  and  several  French  marksmen  had  alrea^  marked 
him  for  destroetion.  In  tfae  act  of  waving  his  swoid  a  snot  stroek 
him  in  the  groin — a  dangenras  wound— hut  heedless  still  he  pressed 
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OB.  Nor  could  the  ardour  of  hit  tooops  be  restraiaad  m  ihef  warn 
the  fVench  give  way:  their  steady  pace  broke  into  a  nm, trampUiig 
over  dead  and  dying,  and  scouring  the  pMn  before  them  of  ev^rj 
living  foe.  Most  of  the  attacking  railumn  was  now  a  mass  of 
fugitives,  although  here  and  there  a  sboui  refiistaoce  was  oiieredt 
in  which  the  British  suffered  severely. 

A  third  bill  smote  Wolfe  in  the  breast.  On  he  staggered  a  few 
paces,  trying  hard  to  keep  his  ieet.  The  charging  greiuidiers  swept 
past  him.  **  Support  me,^  he  gasped  out  to  Lieutenant  Brown  of 
the  Grenadiers  who  was  close  behind ;  ''let  not  uiy  brave  ^eUcnvB see 
wot  ML  Ihb  day  is  onm— keap  it*  Mote  Broimli  ma  omiU 
cndide  hm  Qmn^B  waitt  he  nok  dowiu  A  ywmg  volunteer 
numd  .Hgpdflwan  and  «  privftte  wMmwrn  doae  «t  land;  thcj 
mahad  fcnrard,  and  Chen^  wiiih  an  artalkry  offieer,^  Uftsd  np  the 
thraUmg^  hdpless  form  and  carried  it  a  short  diflanee  towvda 
the  rear.  None  ebe  of  all  tkon  desperate^  batm&g  nm  had  seen. 
The  three  bearers  reached  a  small  redoubt  which  the  enemy  had 
held  just  ere  dawn  that  day,  and  there  they  lay  their  stricken 
leader  down.  One  proposed  to  run  for  a  surgeon.  "It  is  needless,^ 
came  from  the  bloodless  lips,  "it  is  all  over  with  nie.**  Then  came 
a  stupor,  and  the  sorrowiiiLi;  gioup  thouglit  him  dead.  There 
WHS  a  l)i  iL'f  pauiie,  ten  sorniids  {icrhaps,  when  in  the  di&tanc-e  a  cry 
wius  heard  htmi  a  meii!>eoger  sent  to  the  rear :    Tbey  run — tbey 

The  dying  Geueiul  started  up  with  the  wide-open  gaze  of  one 
roused  £roin  ahiuber.  ^Wlio  nm  be  ari^ed  eanieitly.  Did  he 
Ibr  a  fleeting  instant  think  his  men  had  been  hy  amna  minida 
ovegfaame  by  Montcalm?  '^Hie  enenyy  air,*  oame  tlia  wmmer, 
"Egady  tfaay  give  way  everywhefeii**  At  this  the  young  haio 
son^noiMd-  all  his  strength.  ••Go  one  of  you,  my  lads,"  he  said, 
with  all  speed  toColoiiel  Button,  and  teil  him  to  maidi  WebbV 
regiment  down  to  the  St.  Chailes  River,  and  cot  off  the  retreat  at 
the  fiigitifes  to  the  bridge.**^  He  then  turner!  on  his  sida^  nod 
nmnmring  ••  Now  God  be  pndaed,  I  die  happy,^  in  a  few  moments 
expiMd.' 

^  Colonel  WOIitniMn. 

^  Needless  to  say,  Towiisbend,  on  taking  command,  instantly  rescinded 
this  order.  •  lliis  ■oeoont  of  Wolli's  dMth  follows  Kqos  in  enrf  importuit 

particular. 
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CONCLUSION 

When  an  aide-de-camp  hastened  to  inform  Monekton  of  the 
leader^  fitll  he  found  that  officer  stretched  on  the  ground  with  a 
aeveve  wound,  which  he  had  received  while  leading  Lascelles.^  Hie 
command  therefore  by  a  singular  chance  devolved  upon  To\vnshend, 
who  instantly  checked  the  disorder  into  which  the  troops  had 
laj^ed  owing  to  their  ardour  for  the  fray.  Some  of  the  High- 
landers hfid  pursued  the  eiK-my  to  tlie  verge  of  the  St.  Charles 
lliver,  and  the  58th  had  actually  reachetl  tlie  St.  John''s  gate  of 
the  city.  Into  these  victorious  pursuers  the  enemy,  still  master 
of  a  gun  or  two  entrenched  in  ambuscade,  poured  a  fusillade  of 
bulleliy  and  oontioued  firing  until  the  cupses  and  thickets  were 
deared.  Townaiieod  theEe&ce,  alllioagh  Quebec  mi^t  then  and 
there  have  been  taken  by  storm,  sounded  the  lecalL  He  was 
doubtkv  justified,  for  in  the  dear,  warm  sunshine  whidi  now 
supervened*  the  white-coated  troops  of  Bougainville  were  seen 
approaching  the  British  nar  from  Gap  Rouge.  Townshend  re-formed 
his  battalions  into  line  and  opened  on  the  new  arrivals  with  a 
couple  of  their  own  field  pieces.  Bougainville,  on  his  part,  was 
quick  to  appreciate  the  altered  situation  of  affairs.  The  demon- 
stration of  the  victors  was  enough,  and  he  retreated  in  precipitation 
to  Cap  Rouge.  Townshend  did  not  follow,  ])ut  set  about  entrench- 
ing his  jwsition  and  getting  his  guns  up  to  bum  bird  the  city. 

At  the  moment  Wolfe  fell,  with  the  tide  of  fugitives  struggling 
to  reach  the  dty  gat^  borne  along  on  his  black  diarger  in  his 
own  despite  hy  the  very  force  of  the  torrent,  was  the  luckless 
Montcalm.*  As  he  drew  near  the  gates  a  shot,  perhaps  finmi  one 
of  his  own  men,  passed  through  his  body.  Although  the  blood 
flow^  in  a  crimson  stream  down  his  doUies  he  kept  his  seat,  and 
inride  the  dty  was  assisted  from  his  horse  and  earned  to  a  convent. 
Whm  his  woimd  was  emunined  he  asked  the  suigeon  if  it  was 

*  The  wound  was  not  serioos.  Hum  days  Isttr  Monekton  was  able  to 
write  Townshpncl  :  "  I  am  so  well  to  sit  up— and  never  in  bpttnr  health." 
Nevertheless,  Townshend  persisted  iu  regarding  his  chief  as  an  invalid,  hurried 
throned  the  terms  of  capituktion  on  his  own  aoeoant,  and  agned  them.  *'  I 
did  suppose  I  should  seethe  capitulation  before  it  wbh  ^^i^aied,"  complained 
MoacktOQ.  lowoshend  took  this  as  on  afiront,  and  insisted  on  going  home 
at  tno^'-T^mukmd,  p.  248. 
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morUti ;  the  surgC5on  gave  a  reluctant  asi,ent.  *'  I  am  glad  of 
that,"  said  Montcaliii;  **I  fliball  not  live  to  see  the  suzreoder  of 
Quebec.'*! 

Bat  ilie  aamnder  oould  not  be  long  postponed.  Witbin  the 
city  Bem^y  and  bis  gairison  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  Vaudnuil 
and  his  cowering  band  of  fugitives  across  tfae  St  Charles,  Bongsin- 

ville  and  his  three  thousand  were  now  iti  no  avail  to  save  Quebec 
five  hundred  f^«nch  and  Canadians  irere  dead  on  the  fidd:  a 
thousand  had  surrendered  or  were  made  prisoners. 

"I  will  neither  i^'ve  orders  nor  intorfere  further,*  said  the 
stricken  Montcalm  to  tlu  cotnmandaril  of  the  garrison.  "  I  have 
business  to  atkiid  to  of  greater  moment  than  your  ruiiiwl  <^aiTi>ion 
and  this  \vretcli(jd  country.  My  time  is  very  short,  so  pray  leave 
me.  I  wis!i  you  all  comfort  and  to  be  speedily  extricated  &om 
your  present  perplexities.'' 

One  can  weU  understand  Hie  words  and  the  bitter  refiectmo 
whidi  provoked  them.  On  the  following  day  he  died. 

Before  nightfall  on  the  17Ui»  ibur  days  after  the  battle^  a 
French  oflBoer  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  proposals  of  sunender  came 
fkorn  M.  de  Rameiy,  and  on  the  following  day  the  ke^  of  Quebec 
were  delivered  up  to  TownshemL  So  foil  the  great  stronghold  of 
the  French  in  North  America. 

Let  us  return  to  the  mortal  n  rnjiins  of  the  conqueror.  Hastily 
down  the  .slope  was  the  body  borne  to  a  placn^  of  safety.  In 
the  log  book  of  the  Loicextoft  there  is  this  passage  under  date 
of  September  18 :  "At  11.0  was  brought  on  board  the  corpse  of 
Genraal  Wolfe.'"  After  being  embalmed  it  was  tnuufoired  to  tfae 
Royal  WiJHam  for  passage  to  England. 

When  the  army  first  learnt  of  the  death  of  its  beloved  leader, 
grief  showed  itself  above  all  other  feelinp.  As  one  oflicer  wrote — 
Oiu>  joy  at  this  success  u  ineipressibly  damped  by  the  loss  we 
sustain  of  one  of  the  greatest  heroes  that  Uiis  or  any  other  age  can 
boast  of.^  Another  wrote:  *^Our  loss  has  been  inconsiderable, 
separate  from  our  dear,  courageous,  yet  mild  Wolfe^  whoee  foil 
added  revenge  to  intrepidity.^ 

*  In  the  battle  oue  general^  one  captain^  mx  lieuteiiAuts,  oue  cnsixii^  three 
serffeants,  and  forty-five  rank  and  file  killed  ;  one  brigadier,  four  steVHiffioen, 
twelve  captains,  twenty-six  lieutf unntc,  ten  ensign?,  twenty-five  sergeants, 
foor  druniiiierH,  and  five  hundred  and  six  rank  and  file  woondefl.  Of  the 
aitillMy  company,  one  gunner  was  killed  and  seven  were  woonded.  Amongst 
the  wounded  officers  were  rarleton  nnd  Barre.  Rirri-  lo^t  nn  eye^ Mid his Mgllt 
was  so  Neverely  icgured  that  he  suhse^ueutly  became  totaliy  bund. 
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On  the  14th  the  following  G<&eKiil  Oidxm  were  iasoed  hy 
Townshend — 

GsKBiAi^  Qeders. 

Septembar,  1759, 

Plaius  of  Abraham. 

Parole — Wolfe.  Countersign — England. 

"  The  remaining  general  officers  fit  to  act  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  express  the  praise  ^^■h^^h  is  due  to  the  conduct  and 
bravery  of  the  troops  :  and  the  victory,  which  attended  it,  suffi- 
ciently proves  the  superiority  which  this  army  has  over  any 
number  of  such  troops  as  they  engaged  yesterday.  They  wish 
that  the  person  wlu)  lately  commanded  them  had  survived  so 
glorious  a  day,  and  had  this  day  been  able  to  give  the  troops 
tlidr  just  Quxinilttiiis,  T1m»  iatigaea  which  the  troopB  will  be 
obliged  to  undergo,  to  reap  the  advantage  of  this  victoiy,  will 
be  aapported  witii  a  true  spirit,  as  this  seems  to  be  the  period 
which  will  determiner  in  all  probability*  our  American  labouie.^ 

Whatever  it  may  have  been  morally  and  strategically — and 
volumes  have  Ikch  written  upon  it  from  flu-  military  standpoint — 
politically  the  battle  of  Quebec  was  one  of  the  great  battles  of  the 
world.  By  adding  Canada  to  the  Britisii  Empire  it  established 
the  supremacy  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  North  America.  But 
in  assessing  its  results  we  do  not  now  stop  there.  Who  then 
could  have  lifted  the  veil  and  discerned  that  on  the  Plains  of 
Abraham  were  sown  the  seeds  of  the  American  BepuUic  ?  Had 
Wolfe  not  then  perished  it  had  been  otherwise^  but  into  this  we 
may  not  enter  here.  Hie  infinite  significance  of  the  achieve- 
ment was^  of  course,^  says  Mr.  Bradlqr,  *^  in  great  piiri  hidden 
from  the  ejes  of  those  who  shared  in  or  applauded  it.*"  But  we 
see  now  mote  clearly  as  the  years  of  this  twentieth  century  lapse, 
what  influence  the  battle  of  Quebec  htul  on  the  history  of  mankind. 

There  has  arisen  of  latter  years  a  school  of  writers  in  Britain 
find  America  who,  while  appraising  at  its  liighest  the  ac  hiovement 
of  the  i;3th  SeptemW,  1759,  urge  that  Wolfe  shoultl  share  his 
glory  With  another — that  the  laurel  wreath  placed  upon  his  brow 
by  the  suliViigeij  of  mankind  siiould  be  divided  in  twain,  the  second 
fragment  to  adorn  a  hero  of  greatness  fully  equal  to  his  own. 

It  is  not  to  Townshendy  or  Monckton,  or  Munay  that  the  new 
school  would  awaid  this  lofty  hooour,  but  to  WolfeV  naval 
colleague*  ^oe-Adnural  Sir  Charles  Saunders.  It  is  enou|^  per- 
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haps,  to  say  that  such  a  contention  would  have  surpri?!(?d  none  so 
much  as  SautK^ers  himself,  who,  during  the  next  twelve  ycai>  of  his 
life,  always  atti  ilnited  the  sole  merit  to  Wolfo  and  Wolfe  alone. 

if  Wolfe  and  the  niege  had  failed,  Saunders  would  have  had  no 
blame,  which  is  the  crucial  test.  The  responsibility  of  the  iiav&l 
commander  for  success  or  the  reverse  was  very  trifling.  Nor  ircrr 
there  any  French  ships  or  sailors  to  meet  in  the  river.  The  Iktrt 
loyally  co-operated  and  showed  great  skill  in  an  awkward  enter- 
prise ;  but  tfaeir  part  was  of  an  utterly  diflbrent  kind  and  liwir 
risks  sU^t  oompued  to  those  of  Wol&  and  his  soldien  Mor- 
OW)  the  stroke  of  genins,  darings  and  good-fortune  tiiat  comprises 
the  whole  inddent,  with  its  &r-reaching  efiects,  is  sorely  a  tius^ 
to  itself.  Nor  is  it  in  the  least  relevant  that  there  were  IQ^OOO 
sailors  on  board  the  ships  in  the  river,  and  only  9,000  troops^  or 
that  006,  two»  or  three  naval  officers  had  senior  rank  to  WoUk 
One  might  as  well  assert  that  Waterloo  was  won  by  sea  power, 
it  harl  not  been  for  Nelson  and  his  successors,  the  British  mimj 
could  never  have  been  transported  across  the  Channel. 

There  is  something  else  to  be  added  before  we  take  a  fintil  leave 
of  the  scene  of  Wolfe's  glorious  death  ami  victory.  How  was  hi'* 
memory  regarded  by  those  of  his  officers  who,  while  he  livetl,  had 
been  jealous  of  his  control  and  doubtful  of  his  genius  ?  Monckton. 
Us  second  in  command,  was  loyal,  but  it  will  ever  remain  a  blot 
npon  the  &nie  of  Townshend  and  Murray  that  iSbeit  loyallj  ms 
chiefly  lip  service,  and  each  has  to  meet  the  acoosation  of  ntteniPl* 
ing  to  depreciate  tfaeir  late  leader  to  advance  thehr  own  Mfiiite; 
The  moment  the  capitulation  had  been  rigned — a  capitulatian 
whose  terms  reflected  little  cre<lit  upon  Townshend— the  latt^  was 
anxious  to  proceed  at  once  to  England  and  there  parade  his  own 
part  in  the  achievement.  But  Monckton,  who  was  natural^  a 
little  piqued  at  the  way  Townshend  had  rushed  through  the  caplto* 
lation,  was  opposed  to  Townshend^s  departure  and  told  bim  «k 
It  then  appeared  that  Townshend  fenred  that  Wolfes  pu  tisans, 
such  as  Carleton,  Barrd,  and,  he  Rn>[)(  c  l  ed,  Saundei*s,  would  niakc 
too  much  of  the  brigadier's  opposition  to  the  coup  which  had  led 
to  victor)',  and  he  wished  to  counteract  it  in  person.  This  view 
he  communicated  to  Murray,  who,  doubtless  feeling  that  he  was 
open  to  the  same  charge,  wrote— 

Since  so  black  a  lie  waB  propagated  I  thmk  m3r8elf  very  happy 
that  yott  will  be  on  the  spot  to  oontradiot  whatever  ^gnofranoe  or 
faotiun  may  suggest. 
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I  have  no  cop}  of  the  paper  I  sent  by  you  to  General 
Wolfe  concerning  his  scheme  of  landing  betwe^  PdNiit  aa 
Tremble  and  St.  Augustin,  but  the  public  orders  are  a  sufficient 
proof  of  his  intention  to  do  it,  and  likewise  of  the  suddenness  of 
the  thought  of  laudiug  when  we  did.  Indce<l  his  orders  through- 
out tlie  aimpaign  show  little  stnliiHtv,  stratagem  or  fixc^l 
resolution  ;  I  wish  his  friends  had  not  been  so  nuicli  our  enemies, 
his  memory  would  probably  have  bccu  dearer  to  his  country  than 
now  it  can  be.  We  are  acting  on  the  defensive,  you  have  the 
esecution  of  the  plan,  and  I  am  well  persuaded  you  will  manage 
It  with  as  much  tendernen  to  the  memory  of  ^e  poor  General 
as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit  of. 

I  find  I  am  not  to  have  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  jou  so  I 
most  take  the  opportunity  of  wishing  you  a  good  voyage  and  a 
happy  meeting  with  your  frienda.^ 

So  Townshend  and  Murray  believed  themselves  to  be  acting 
**on  the  defensive""  in  the  execution  of  their  plan  of  belittling  their 
leader  and  exalting  themselves.  Townshend's  aristocratic  friends 
in  EqgUnd  lost  no  opportunity  of  pressing  him  forward.  Poets 
came  forward  to  aing  his  praises,  |)ainten  solicited  the  honour  of  a 
sitting  from  the  ^'second  hero  of  Quebec.^  On  the  news  of  the 
hattle  the  Adjutant-Gen.  LyteUton  wrote  to  Pitt — 

The  loss  of  Wolfe  is  ever  to  be  lamented,  but  Providence 
gives  not  the  cup  of  joy  unmixetl,  and  were  it  not  for  a  little 
ingredient  of  bitterness,  it  vu)uld  l)e  too  intoxicating.  Town- 
shend still  remains,  and  many  a  gallant  officer  animate  by  your 
spirit  and  by  you  brout^lit  forward  into  action. 

Whether  Townshend  was  really  animated  by  Pitt's  spirit  we 
leave  the  reader  of  the  foregoing  narration  to  judge. 

Only  three  days  after  the  receipt  of  Wolfe's  discouraging 

dispatch  to  Holdcmess,  penned  four  dnv^  before  the  battle,  came 
the  news  of  the  victory.  A  Gazette  extraordniary  was  immedintely 
issued,  and  the  nation  went  wild  with  joy  over  the  £^;lorious  tidings, 
so  quickly  succeedinr^.  No  wonder  all  I^iitain  wa^  stirred  by  the 
thrilling  story,  that  ten  thousand  bouiires  blazed,  that  bells  j^aled 
and  cannon  fired  salvoes  of  joy. 

i 

The  effect  of  so  joyful  news  (wrote  Burke),  immediately  on 
sudi  a  dejection,  and  then  the  mixture  of  grief  and  pity 
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lAidi  aMoidfld  tiie  public  congratulatioDs  and  applauses,  was  very 
di^galar  «iicl  sflbcting.  Ibe  net  of  nouniing  triumpii  that 
mnllbBfeed  itself  OD  tbitooimrioD  did  eqo^ 
of  «1»  GMRil  and  to  the  hninaiuly  of  file 

Ue  added — 

However  glorious  this  victonr  waa^  and  however  impovtaiit  in 
its  oooseqiienoGS,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  was  vcfj  dewlj 
boqglit.  Soldien  may  be  raised;  offioera  will  be  formed  b^ 
e^Krieoce;  but  the  kas  of  a  genius  in  war  is  a  loss  that  wekDow 
not  how  to  repair.  Ibe  deatib  of  Wolfe  was  iiideed  grievoua  to 
bis  eoontry,  but  to  himself  the  most  happy  that  caa  bo 
InMgined,  and  the  most  to  be  envied  by  all  those  who  have  m 
true  nliah  for  military  glory.^ 

Walpole  8  wordii  have  been  often  quoted — 

Hie  imadents  of  dramatic  fction  could  not  be  coodncted 
with  move  address  to  lead  an  audience  firom  despondency  to 

sudden  exultation,  than  accident  prepared  to  excite  the  pasrioniof 
a  whole  people.  They  despaired^  th^  triumphed  and  they  wept* 
Ibr  Wolfe  had  &Uen  in  the  hour  of  victoiy.  Joy,  coriositj* 
astonishment,  were  painted  on  every  countenance;  the  more  they 
enquired  the  higher  their  admisfttioQ  rose.  Not  an  inddent  hot 
was  heroic  and  affectii^.' 

On  the  1 4tli  of  November  Parliament  met,  and  a  week  later  the 
House  of  Commons  resolved  to  address  the  King,  praying  that  his 
Bfajesty  would  order  a  monument  to  be  exacted  in  Westminstar 
Abbey  to  the  meuKny  of  WoJft.  At  the  same  time,  the  tbanhs  of 
the  House  were  given  to  the  Admirels  and  Genenb  employed  in 
**  the  i^orione  and  snocessMei^ieditioni^pinst  Quebec;*  Pitt  pro- 
posed the  address,  and  in  a  *<low  and  plaintive  voioi^  pronounced  an 
elaborate  panegyric  on  the  dead  warrior.'*     It  was  perhaps,''  accord- 
ing to  Walpole^  **the  worst  harangue  he  ever  uttered.  Hia 
flfttptflPffft  was  too  native  not  to  suffer  by  being  crowded  into  a 
ready  mould.    The  parallels  which  he  drew  from  Greek  nnd  Homan 
story  did  but  flatten  the  pnthctic  of  the  topic.  .  .  .  Tiie  horrin  of 
the  nif^ht,  the  prt'c][)i(  (  scaled  by  Wolfe,  the  empire  he  with  a 
hancLM  of  men  addeid  to  Kngland,  and  the  glorious  catastrophe  of 

^  Annual  Hegut^Tf  1759,  p.  43. 

s  MmmkM  nfUmBai§i^ifQmrg$  If,  voL  ii  |^  988. 
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antentedly  terminating  his  life  when  his  fame  Ix^gan, — andcnt 
atoij  may  be  ransacked,  and  ostentatious  philosophy  thrown  into 
the  account,  before  an  episode  can  be  found  to  rank  with  Wolfe^'s.''  * 
The  Prime  Minister's  motion  was  swonded  by  Aldrrman  Beck  ford, 
who  mtiarked,  that  in  the  appointment  of  Wolf*.'  iit  itlu  r  parlia- 
mentary interest,  family  influence,  nor  aristocratic  views  had  Ixcn 
consulted,  and  that  the  General  and  the  Minister  seemed  to  have 
been  made  for  «ich  other. 

Nor  did  Great  Britain  alone  exult.  Her  transatlantic  oolonie^ 
where  the  shadow  of  the  FiaaA  had  long  been  laid  acnMS  New 
Englaiid  and  the  nortfaeni  settlements,  endted  alsa  Hie  colony 
of  Masssrhnsetts,  In  the  exaberanoe  of  the  moment,  voted  a  marUe 
ilatae  to  the  he^,  to  be  ereeted  in  BoatfiDy  a  monnment  waa  achiall J 
eraeted  in  New  Yofk,  and  a  hundred  pulpits  veeounded  with 
panegyric  and  congratulation. 

IVom  this  we  turn  to  a  different  soene — a  scene  not  of  joy  but 
of  sorrow.  At  Blackheath,  in  the  mansion  where  the  young  hero 
haxl  spent  so  many  pleasant  hours,  his  widowed  mother  received  the 
tidings  of  tlie  battle  whit  1 1  robbed  her  of  her  only  son.  That  night 
while  other  towns  were  radiant  with  Ixuifirps  and  illuminations, 
liiackheatli  was  dark,  for  there  the  townsfolk  rcs|K*cted  the  mother^s 
jSfrief,  and  Westerhatii,  which  gave  hiiii  birth,  likewise  refrained 
from  expressing  the  national  joy.  From  Squerryes  John  W'^idc 
wrote  to  his  brother  George,  then  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
4tfa  Dragoons:  Amidst  the  public  great  events,  you  know  I  have 
lost  too  much  in  your  friend  to  parlnke  of  the  fiihim^  I 
anioerely  condole  with  jou  on  the  loss  of  poor  Wolfe ;  but»  as  I 
know  jon  always  foresaw  some  sodi  calamity  from  his  too  gnat 
intiepidity» conclude  you  received  the  fiital  event  with  leas  suipim 
You  will  not,  I  believe,  subscribe  to  my  opinion ;  but,  honouraUe 
as  the  eoqiedttion  prove8,  I  rejoice  you  was  not  there.  To  have 
seen  your  friend  fall  would  have  been  bitter  to  yourself,  and  to 
have  shared  his  fate  how  i^ricvous  to  us  »11 !  His  poor  mother 
bears  it  heavily ;  how  should  she  do  otherwise?  And  the  public 
funeml  which  is  talked  of  for  his  remains  will  (if  true)  jpossibly 
overset  her  quite.* 

By  this  time  the  remains  of  the  hero  were  on  the  bosom  uf  the 
broad  Atlantic, 

Leaving  ten  regiments  or  most  of  Wolfe^s  army  bddnd  to 
garrison  Quebec,  Saunders  and  the  fleet  sailed  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber for  England.    Amidst  the  solenm  booming  of  cannon^  the 

^  Memoirt  of  the  Reign  qf  George  II,  vol.  it.  p.  393. 
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Hoyal  William,  with  the  flaf^  of  FnglanJ  flying  at  half- mast,  its 
cross  of  St.  George  scarce  rudrlicr  llian  fhr  rriuT^on  maples  which 
lined  the  St.  Ijiwreiice,  bore  slowly  down  the  iniL^^dtv  streniu  tiie 
corpse  of  the  late  leader.    On  the  Ifitli  of  the  following  month 
she  anchored  at  Sj)ithead,  and  ciii  ly  he  x  I  morning,  to  the  firing  of 
sigual  guns,  the  coflin  was  lowered  into  a  twelve-t>Hn.nl  barge,  towed 
by  two  other  boats  and  followed  bj  a  funeral  cort^ige  of  tviiit 
othen.    Sombrely*  nlenily  Imt  for  the  booming  of  ffae  mmak 
gona  of  the  fleet,  it  was  towed  to  shore  at  Portenootiiy  wbera 
fegimeat  of  Im^lidee  and  the  company  of  Artflkiy  in  the  gannoo 
raoovvd  it,  Tfao  ooflfak  was  put  into  a  tmYdling-heane,  afctendenli 
in  a  mourning  ooacb  following. 

The  two  faithful  aides-de-camp,  Captatne  Hervey  Smith  ^  end 
Thoinas  Bell,  joined  the  cavalcade,  the  troops  marching  with  ant 
reversed,  and  Uie  bells  tolling  muffled  peals  and  thousands  of  spec- 
tators paying  a  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  illiistriotis  deaji, 
FVom  Landport  gate  the  hearse  and  coaches  pnsscfl  throng  h  tin 
ranks  of  the  halted  escort  and  prcx-eeded  on  to  Blaekheath  alono. 
In  the  Wolfe  mansion  in  tht  wide  hall  it  lay  for  a  wliole  day 
state,  its  black  v<'lvpt  pall  heaped  with  laurel  \vreatii.s,  aiid  on  the 
20th  was  the  hody  ut  .James  Wolfe  laid  beside  his  father's  in  the 
family  vault  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Alfege  at  Greenwich-  IW 
until  149  yeara  later  was  a  simple  brooxe  tablet  afllxed  above  to 
teD  the  chanee  pancf  by  whose  ashes  by  mooldering  bdov. 

No  sooner  did  it  beonm  noised  abmd  that  the  de^ 
the  affianced  hosband  of  Bfim  Lowther,  than  many  directed  their 
oonddenoes  to  thatyonng  lady,  then  on  a  visit  to  Baby  Castk' 
There  is  a  letter  fiom  IsAj  Mary  Wortley  Montagu  to  Miss  Bute 
in  which  she  says, ''General  Wdfe  is  to  be  lamented  but  not  jutisd. 
I  am  of  your  opinion  that  compa&sion  is  only  owing  to  his  mother 
and  his  intended  bride,  who  I  think  the  greater  sufferer,  however 
sensible  I  am  of  a  parentis  tcndemcs.^.  Disappointments  in  jrouth 
are  those  which  are  f(']t  with  the  greatest  anirnish,  when  we  are  all 
in  expectation  of  happiness  perhaps  not  to  be  tound  in  life.^ 


1  Afterwards  Sir  H«mv  Saa«bj  Burt.diad  1811.  8ae  notice  in 

October  22, , 
'  ''ItisiniTioweoiiMldeBMrMiMHttlfr.Bndi^ 

both  \\'olfe's  love-afTjiirs  should  have  come,  and  that  from  no  connection  wiW 
Mch  other,  from  the  same  group  of  fiimilies  in  a  remote  oomer  of  £u^l>>"'- 
IsbU  Hall,  whence  came  Misa  Lawson,  is  still  a  resldenee  of  Hi* 
Meabam  Hall,  Kate  Lowther's  early  home,  though  now  a  soniewbai 
insoceasible  farmhouse,  betwer-ii  Sliap  aud  Appleby,  on  the  Lowther 
leaiains  a  most  interesting  and  picturesque  specimen,  both  inside  SM 
ef  the  Mar  annar  lumnSf  the  fate  mbI»/'^^ «M mrmm, ^ 
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ITie  miniature  which  Wolfe  hnd  the  night  l)efoie  his  death 
entrusted  to  his  friend  Jervis  was  duly  ou'ried  to  hi.s  mother  by  his 
aide-de-camp,  Captain  Bell.  According  to  the  request  made  in 
bis  wiD,  ahe  had  it  set  in  brilliants  and  restored  to  Miss  Lowther. 
Tim  was  not,  however,  until  the  following  q>ring.  Meanwhile  Miss 
Lowther  addiessed  a  letter  of  ooodolenoe  to  the  bereaved  mother^s 
late  oompamon  at  Bath,  Miss  Aylmer,  intended  for  Mrs*  Wolfe's 
^es.  lliis  drew  forfJi  a  lengthy  reply — not,  however,  from  the  lady 
addressed  but  from  another  fdend  now  with  h^  at  Blackheath, 
Mis.  Soott.   To  this  Miss  Lowther  replied. 

Miss  Lowtheb  to  Miss  Scott. 

Raby  CasUe,  im  Dteember,  1760. 

Madam, — ^Miss  Ayhner's  having  onoe  answered  a  letter  I 
wrote  Mts,  Wolfe,  drew  me  into  the  cnror  of  addzessing  her  again ; 
but  I  now  desire  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  oblig- 
ing tho*  melancholy  epistle,  rm  not  maepnaed.  to  hear  the 
patient  sufferer  submits  with  calmness  and  resignation  to  this 
severe  trial,  because  I  could  never  doubt  the  magnanimity  of 
General  Wolfe^s  mother ;  but  I  wish,  if  her  health  would  permit, 
she  could  by  degrees  be  brought  to  bear  new  objects ;  perhaps 
they  might  call  her  attention  one  moment  from  the  melancholy 
subjert  ^vhich  cntrro^^cs  it,  and  in  time  dissipate,  though  not 
efiace  or  drive  away  Irom  the  memory  so  just  and  deep  a  sorrow  : — 
not  that  I  shall  ever  attempt  intruding  my  conipaij\ ,  siim  (though 
I  fetl  for  her  more  than  words  can  express,  and  sliuukl,  if  it  was 
given  iiie  to  alleviate  her  grief,  gladly  exert  every  power  which 
nature  or  eompasrion  has  bestowed) — ^yet  I  feel  we  are  the  last 
people  in  Ihe  world  who  oo^t  to  meet 

I  knew  not  my  picture  was  to  be  set ;  hut  I  beg,  Madam,  yon 
wiU  tell  Mis.  Wolfe  I  entreat  her  to  take  her  own  time  about 
giving  the  neoessaiy  directions.  I  can't  as  a  mark  of  his  afiec- 
tions,  refuse  it ;  otherwise  would  w  ilHngly  spare  myself  the  pain 
of  seeing  a  picture  given  under  fer  difiisrent  hopes  and  expect* 
ations.  Mrs.  Wolfe  will,  I  hope,  accept  my  acknowledgments 
for  lier  go(Kl  wishes,  and  that  Ahnighty  God  may  comfort  and 
support  her,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of,  Mada?ti, 

Your  obliged,  humble  servant, 

K.  LOWTHEB. 

A  tradition  is  mentioned  by  Warburton  that  Bliss  Lowther, 
who  six  years  later  became  Duchess  of  Bolton,    always  wore, 
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henceforth,  a  pearl  necklace  which  he  [Wolfe]  iiatl  giveu  her, 
covered  with  black  velvet,  in  memory  of  the  departed.^ 

Tbe  fimndatioii  for  the  stcwy  is  probably  that  the  yowig  kdy 
was  loath  to  panda  upon  her  penoD  a  portiait  of  hoaeli^  faiit 
eoEfaibited  the  jeweUed  inimattue  with  a  black  tdvet  cover,^ 

lln.  Wolfe  was  a  woBian  cart  in  the  antique  modd.  Althoqff^ 
tb%  oonld  not  bring  herself  to  reply  to  letters  of  eoodoIeDoe^  die 
WM  Dot  blind  either  to  the  digni^  or  the  duties  of  her  position  na 
mother  and  chief  surviving  representative  of  her  celebrated  eon. 
On  November  6  she  addressed  a  letter  to  Chatham,  obserring, 
**  As  yon  did  niy  dear  son  the  honour  to  cntmst  Tiim  witli  so  great 
mv]  important  an  office  as  the  taking  of  Quebec,  which  you.  Sir, 
planned,  and  he  cxcctifod,  T  hope  to  his  MajestT's,  your  and  his 
country's  satisfaction,  tliough  to  my  irreparable  loss,  it  occurs  to 
me  that  there  may  be  some  papers  or  orders  of  yours  relating  to 
the  Grovemment  service  which  will  come  to  nie.  If  yuu  will  honour 
me  with  your  commands,  I  shall  send  them  by  a  faithful  and  trusty 
gentleman,  who  carries  this,  Lieutenant  Scott ;  and  no  «ye  ihnll 
see  them  but  your  own." 

Bat  it  was  over  a  fiirtni^t  hefece  the  papers  reaehed  her  at 
the  hands  of  Gaptain  ]9dl,  i&o  no  dodbt  thovight  he  was  doing  hia 
dnfy  by  fnamfning  and  sorting  them  heftndiand,  not  realbing 
either  the  capacity  or  the  imperiousness  of  the  old  lady  at 
BlacUieath.  She  was  as  angry  as  if  a  alight  had  been  intentionaUy 
put  upon  her. 

Her  patience  had  much  to  endure.  It  will  Ikj  recalled  that 
Wolfe  bad  mode  a  will  disposing  of  somf  sf»ven  or  rit^ht  thousand 
pounds  which  he  suj)pi»sed  he  had  inherited  on  the  death  of  his 
father.  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  old  General,  w^'ing  his  son 
well  and  profitably  employed  in  the  service,  had  given  his  wife  a 
life  interest  in  his  small  fortune,  which,  as  her  health  was  but  poor, 
seemed  to  offer  but  little  injustice  to  his  sou.  When  tlie  nature 
of  James^i  will  was  rmakd,  lfn»  Wolfe  once  tignin  addiand 
Chatham. 

1  Wright  made  every  endeavour  to  duoover  the  exkteuce  of  this  miniaiare, 
tat  ia  vam.  Lord  Barnard  ot  Rabjr  CSitle  Mnurtooasly  wrltoa  m%t  '*Tbm 
miniature  now  at  Raby  always  considered  to  l>e  a  portrait  of  tlip  T>nrlies8  of 
Bolton,  by  Cosway.  It  haa  some  hair  at  the  back,  and  is  mouuieU  iii  a  gilt 
metal  ft«»«  set  with  stoma.   At  tbe  time  Ratlietiiie  Lowtfier  wrote  the  letter 

to  Mrs.  W«ilfe,  she  was  no  doubt  stiying  with  lier  sister  Marj^aret  Countess 
of  Darlin^n."  'Jlie  Duchess  of  Bolton's  datu^hter  married  her  coosin.  Lord 
Darlington  of  Rabjr,  who  became  Dake  of  Cleveland  and  ancestor  or  ImA 
Barnard.  The  onmber  of  atooas  ooneipoDds  witb  Hm  jeweUei^a  Ul  at 
fiqwRyss. 
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Mas.  Wolfe  Chathail 

Blackheath,  Nm^iber  30ih,  1759. 
Sir.— -The  great  honour  your  letter  of  the  S8th  of  Nov.  does 
me,  has  given  nie  resolution  which  no  otiier  consideration  could 
do  to  make  an  appHcation  which  I  hope  von  will  not  disprove. 
My  dear  son,  not  knowing  the  disposition  his  father  iind  made 
of  his  fortune — which  was  wlioliy  settled  on  me  for  life  and 
magnified  by  £ame  greatly  beyond  what  it  really  is — has  left  to 
bit  tkodn  man  tlMn  *  third  part  of  it ;  and  though  I  ahoidd 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  imaginahlft  in  diacharging  fhaae 
Ugjm»  in  my  lifetime,  I  oaimot  do  at  inihoiit  dintHMWiig  myself 
to  the  higlieat  degree.  My  request  to  yon,  good  and  great  Sir, 
is  that  you  will  hmioar  me  with  your  instnicticns  how  I  may  in 
the  pn^ierest  manner  addreee  His  Majesty  for  a  pension  to 
enable  me  to  fulfil  the  generous  and  kind  intentions  of  my  moat 
dear  lost  son  to  his  friends,  and  to  live  like  the  relict  of  General 
Wolfe  and  General  Wolfe's  mother.  I  hope,  Sir^you  viU  pardon 
this  liberty.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc.,  etc, 

Chatham  to  M&s.  Wolfe. 

Bt  JsBMirs  8qiian»  Jmuary  17, 1760k 
Max>am* — think  myself  much  favoured  by  your  letter 
wherein  yon  are  pleaaed  to  desire  my  advice  in  a  matter  that 
concerns  your  ease.  Had  I  more  than  information  in  my  power 
to  offer  on  a  subject  so  interesting^  I  beg  you  will  be  assured. 
Madam,  that  your  trouble  would  be  rendered  very  short,  as  wdl 
my  own  satisfaction  become  very  sensible.  But  the  thing  you 
are  pleased  to  mention  being  totally  in  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's 
department,  I  can  only  desire  leave  to  apprise  yon  that  it  is  to 
his  Grace  that  all  ap|)lications  of  such  a  nature  are  to  be 
addressed.  If  you  shall  judge  proper  to  take  that  step  (with 
regard  to  which  I  cannot  venture  tf>  fid  vise),  yon  will  command, 
in  that,  a.s  well  as  every  other  rxcri^ion,  all  irood  offices  and 
bincere^t  endeavours  for  youi  strviee  fioui  him  wlio  Los  the 
hcmour  ever  to  remain,  with  the  truest  respect,  Madam, 
Your  moat  obedient  and  most  hnmUe  servant, 

Wm.  PtaT.* 

It  only  remains  to  add  that  the  heroes  mother  was  not  only 
nnsQcoessfiil  in  this  application  to  the  Government^  but  also  in 
another  tianaaokioo  which  redounds  little  to  the  cradit  of  the 

'  Vtom  original  at  Sqaerryes  Cooit.  - 
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GoTcmment  or  the  natioa.  It  was  supposed  that  Wolfe,  bang 
a  GonuDander-in-Chief  of  fu  expedition,  would  be  entitfed  to  a 
CSomnttiider-m-Chiers  pay.  Not  antU  February  1 761  woe  tiw 
warrants  made  out  for  the  payment  of  the  staff  of  the  Quebec 
expedition.  As  Mm.  Wolfe\s  agent,  lusher  based  his  demand  at 
the  rnte  of  1^10  n  day  from  the  date  of  his  last  cominis-sion  until 
his  death — a  matter  of  nearly  .£'2500.  Promptly  was  the  cbini 
rejecte<l  by  tlie  War  Office,  then  presided  over  by  Charlea 
Towiisliend,  a  brother  of  Wolfe''8  brigadier.  Acting  according  to 
the  couiiJWil  of  friends,  amongst  whom  were  I^rd  Sbelburne  and 

Robert  Rich,  Mrs.  Wolfe  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  youog 
long,  George  IIL   But  the  repreacntationB  of  Biiringtoii 
iooeeHfiil,  and  after  a  melancboly  correspoodaiee  lastuig  tbce 
yean,  Tomuhend^fl  soooenor,  Wdlbore  £lUi»  wrote  ItatSSj  to  aiy 
that  the  applieatum  wai  refined.* 

It  If  to  be  ftarad  tfae  old  lady  got  a  lepotation  for  eccentricity 
bj  tlie  tenadty  with  wliich  she  dung  to  her  daims  and  to  tfae 
memocy  of  her  son  and  husband. 

In  March  1760,  while  retaining  her  Bhickhcath  residence,  Mrs. 
Wolfe  rented  a  hon«?e  in  Trim  Street,  IJatli,  where  she  c/inscd 
some  militar}-  emblems  to  hr>  cast  to  adorn  the  fa(^ade,  and  gathered 
together  many  portraits  and  trophies  of  father  and  son.  In  her 
correspondence,  which  for  some  weeks  was  voluminous,  she  had 
been  assisted  at  first  by  her  nephew,  Captain  Edward  Goldsmith, 
to  whom,  on  his  leaving  her  to  return  to  Limerick,  she  present^ 
with  the  .^1000  willed  him  by  his  cousin.* 

At  Blackheath  her  neighbours,  the  Masons  and  ScottSi  Tttated  her 
freqnentk,  bat  her  doaest  adviser  wae  her  son'ii  mxiy  tutor  and  tilt 
friend  of  the  fiunilj,  the  Rev.  Fronds  Swinden,  FJL8.>  Rector  of 
StifToid,  Esaez,  and  master  of  the  sdiool  in  GfeenwidiL  Swindoi 
died  less  than  three  months  before  his  friend,  who  pasted  ai>«  ay 
September      1764.  She  had  pieyiondy  (Febraaiy  Sft,  176^) 

'  It  13  only  fiitr  to  nuMition  llarriiif^on's  cont<»ntron  that  the  pajin*^ 
asked  for  on  behalf  of  oue  who  was  not  techuioally  a  Couiiuauder-iu-CbW 
would  set  a  pcMsdeafc  wkenbf  a  iima  olliir  dains  vodd  In  lodged  it 
War  Office. 

*  Goldsmith  s  lirtit  letter  after  his  retum  to  Ireland  was  from  Uubliu* 
wliere  he  spent  araie  tiiDe  eDdeavooriiig  to  ottain  half-pay,  but  was  ut)«uc* 
cessful.  He  suffered  much  from  the  ague,  on  which  nrcdtint  he  left  Limeriea 
in  1761,  and  aettlod  at  Finglasa^  near  Dublta,  where  he  died  in  17^.  ^ 
letters,  whidi  anrated  hie  aunt,  exhibit  a  deinrM  of  henowr  not  unlllce  that 
his  cousin  Oliver.  Tliey  were  sealed  with  Wolfe's  Heals,  one  of  which  f^ear* 
the  fiunily  arms— three  wolves'  heads  erased^  with  chevron,  etc— the  other  » 
female  head. 
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made  a  will,  and  in  a  curious  document,  still  extant,  given  diieedona 
as  to  her  remaiiis  and  obsequies. 

Her  property  after  her  death  was  found  to  be  worth  some 
jP17,000,  the  surviving  executors  of  her  will  being  Colonels 
Carleton  and  Wanlo.  Besides  the  befjiiests  nmtle  by  her  son,  she 
bet{uealhed  X\>iK>0  to  her  nephew  Willianj  Burcher,^  and  i^OOO 
to  the  (  hildren  of  another  of  the  old  Geiierars  sisters  named 
Langley,  and  various  K^raeiea  to  her  own  relations,  friends  and 
domestics.  She  also  Icit  X^IOOO  to  the  Incorporated  Society  for 
Promoting  Protestant  Schools  in  Ireland,  ^500  to  Bath  Hospital, 
JBSOO  to  Bromley  College,  and  lesser  sums  to  other  cliarities. 
Wliat  remained  it  was  her  wish  should  be  given  to  the  widows  and 
families  of  poor  officers  who  had  served  under  her  son.  It  is  a 
curious  &ct  that  none  applied,  and  ten  years  later  the  ezecuton, 
beHeving  it  to  be  consonant  to  her  wishes,  handed  over  the  amount, 
£2000^  to  the  Hibernian  School  for  Soldiers"  Sons. 

The  monument  of  white  marble  which  Parliament  had  decreed, 
the  commission  for  which  was  given  to  the  sculptor  Wilton,  was 
not  unveiled  until  1773.  It  is  in  a  sequestered  sitnntiori  in  the 
north  transept  of  Westminster  AbtKn  .  A  lartre  oval  tablet  iu  the 
middle  of  the  sarcophagus  contains  this  inscription — 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

JAMES  WOLFE, 

IIAJOE-GENERAL  AND  COMM AX1)KR-IN-CHU£F 
OF  THE  BEITISH  LAKD  VOIU'VS 
ON   AN  KXi-EDITlON  AGAINST  (il  KliKf, 
WHO,  AFTEB  SUEMOUNTING  BY  ABIl.nY   AM)  VALOUE 
ALL  OBSTACLES  OF  ART  AND  NATUKE, 
WAS  SLAIN,  m  THE  UOUENT  OF  VICTORY, 
ON  THE  Xin.  OF  SEPtEllBEB,  HDCCUX,, 
THE  KIHO  AND  PAmUAHENT  07  OREAT  BBtrAIN 
DEDICATE  THIS  MOMUllEMT. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  cenotaph  in  Squenyes 
Park  erected  by  the  Warde  family  to  mark  the  spot  where  the  young 
warrior  received  his  first  commission.  Some  of  his  Wcsterham 
friends,  the  year  after  his  death,  placed  a  marUe  tablet  to  his 

>  In  LTuriugton,  llanta,  churchyard :  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  William 
Bonhflr^^ent^  first  Mmin  to  tlie  hie  Gsoenl  WbUb,  who  died  February  13, 
ITItSj  sged  70  years." 
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memory  in  the  palish  church  where  he  was  hiytind,  containing 

these  lilies— 

"WhSI»  Georgpe  fn  sorrow  bows  his  laurell'd  hmi, 

Aiifl  t^m  nrti'^t  <rrr\rr-  tlic  soldier  dead  : 

We  raise  uo  suulptur'd  trophy  to  thj  name, 
Bmn  fOBdi !  the  idrest  in  ttie  Brt  of  fhoM. 
Proud  of  tliy  birth,  we  boast  th'  auspicious  yeor^ 
Struck  wiUi  thy  Ml,  we  ahed  a  general  tear; 
With  hanlile  giitf  inscribe  one  stUms  tlons. 
And  ttom  Uif  ""■•""ti*  honours  date  oar  awn. 
I  Daon  I  NotnuTM."  * 

And  in  1762  Earl  Temple,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  brother-in- 
kwy  GhaAham,  raised  a  lofty  obelisk  at  Stowe,  inscribed — 

to 

MAJOR-GENERAL  VVULbi:, 
oarfKHiMjm'  mus  mnxc  tahhtm  pata. 

On  tlie  exftct  spof  wliero  Wolfe  expired  a  :^fone  rolled  on 
the  field  before  nighttnll  tliat  day  was  lepbu-rd  in  Sir  Guy 
Carktiin's  time  by  another  in  ^\  hirh  a  meridiiKuil  lino  wjls  carved. 
This  gave  s^ny  in  1832  to  a  smaii  gi;uiite  shaft  upon  which  Lord 
Ajlmer,  then  Governor,  caused  to  be  inscribed — 

HKBV  DUD  WOLFK  VICTOaiOUB. 

It  unhappily  became  de&ced,  and  ninety  jean  after  the  battle 
the  column  now  standing  was  nised  in  its  stead  and  endosed  hff 
an  iron  ndling,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  British  troops  IhsD 

stationed  at  Quebec. 

But  years  before  then,  in  18^,  Canadians  of  both  French  and 
English  descent  subscribed|  at  the  instance  of  Lord  Dalhoiisie,  to 
a  stone  obelisk  to  the  memory  of  both  Montcalm  and  Wolfe.  It 
stands  on  the  borders  of  Dufferin  Terrace,  and  is  conspicuous 
from  the  river.    On  one  side  is  the  name    Moutcalui,^  (m 

1  Lord  Braybrooke  quotes  with  approval  these  lines  under  a  bust  of  WoMb 
In  tiM  dd  cnrtk  at  QiidM»-- 

''Lst  na  Sid  tear  apon  hii  tsmb  be  shed, 

A  common  tribute  to  the  common  dead  : 
But  let  the  good,  Uie  eeaBTOua  and  the  brave 
With  fsdlika  envy  sigh  fSor  sash  a  grsTO*" 
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the  other  *^Wo1£b»^  while  the  obelisk  further  bears  the  sinking 
l^^end — 

MOBTKM  .  VIKTUS  .  COMMUHSM 
FAMAM  .  UI»TORIA  ' 
MOKUMJCMTUM  .  P08TKBITA8 
Di!J>lT. 

The  site  of  the  battlefield  was  acquired  by  public  subscription 
in  1908  and  fonoally  handed  over  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  Earl 
Grey,  the  GovemcMr-Geneml,  to  be  kept  for  all  time  as  mesnd 
ground. 

Althonj^li  Chatham's  fiineral  oration  on  tlie  conqueror  of  Quebec 
was  thought  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  heard  to  fall  short  of  his 
l)(  Lfforts,  yet  in  puetrv  is  Wolfe's  memory  enshrined  in  stanzas 
wliich  deserve  to  be  more  widely  Ivnown  than  they  are,  for  they 
have  still  power  to  fire  the  heart  and  call  aloud  to  the  s])irit  of  an 
England  whose  boundaries  are  wider  ilum  the  brave  luid  prescient 
soldier  who  helped  to  widen  them  could  ever  have  dreamed — 

"  England,  with  all  thy  faaltg,  I  love  thee  $^ill  ! 
Time  was  when  it  was  praise  and  boast  enough 
In  every  elime,  and  timvel  where  we  might, 
Tliat  we  were  born  her  rhildrfn.    Prate  eiMM||^ 
To  fill  the  ambition  of  a  private  man, 
That  Chatliam**  Ungnsge  was  bis  mother-tongue. 
And  Wolft's  grsat  mam  ooni|Btriot  with  ills  own. 

For  Wdfe,  the  poet  telb 

•  .  W01I&,  where'er  be  fought^ 
Put  to  minli  of  hi*  heart  into  the  act, 

That  his  example  had  a  magnet's  force, 
And  all  were  swift  to  follow  whom  ail  loved. 
TTioK  suns  are  set.   Oh,  rise  some  other  sach ! 
Or  all  that  we  have  left,  is  empty  talk 
Of  old  aohietements,  and  despair  of  now."  ^ 


*  Cowper,  The  Toik,  Book  11.  In  one  of  his  letters  the  poet  says : 
^'Nothing  could  express  my  rapture  when  Wolfe  made  the  conquest  of 
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Thf  subjoined  intcxestmg  letter,  which  I  owe  to  the  kiudnes 
of  my  friend  Mr.  Bradley,  has  recently  conn  to  light:  and  confirms 
many  of  the  salient  points  in  the  pubhslied  documents,  collected 
with  so  much  patience  by  the  Canadian  historians  of  the  siege. 

DcAE  SiB»— By  the  ^Lowestoft  ^  who  brings  yon  the  agneiUe 
news  of  our  aaooeas,  I  have  the  pleasuie  at  giving  joa  joy  OD 

the  occa.sion.  Affairs  have  taken  a  most  amazing  turn  since  nj 
letter  by  Captain  Perceval,  who  coold  give  yon  but  small  hopes 
of  what  has  happened  since,  by  our  making  a  number  of  feints. 
It  divided  the  enemies''  force  at>ove  and  below  the  town,  that  on 
the  13th  past.  Mr.  Wolfe  determined  to  land,  made  a  feint  m 
the  night  fourteen  leagues  above  the  town  which  drew  the 
enemies"' attention  that  way,  drop  d  with  the  tide  down  tlu-  riM  f, 
aiid  landed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  Sillery  bay,  aboat 
three  miles  from  the  town,  with  little  opposition,  the  light 
infantry  soon  getting  up  a  steep  bank  and  drove  what  Indiam 
and  Canadians  were  lOtace,  In  mmber  about  a  hundred,  off;  thai 
taking  a  four  gun  batteiy  that  opposed  to  landing,  the  rert  ef 
the  amy  soon  followed. 

An  slerm  was  given  the  town»  who  sent  to  Monsieur  Bloat* 
cehn,  the  French  Gcnend,  that  the  EngUah  were  landed;  he 
marched  directly  aeross  ihe  river  St  Charles,  where  all  the 
regulars  were  encamped  (as  thinking  himself  we  should  at  last 
land  there).  At  ten  the  two  armies  were  in  sight ;  the  French 
marchM  np  to  Mr.  Wolfe  boldly,  thinking  themselves  sure  of 
the  viciory.  The  French  gave  the  first  fire  at  about  a  hundred 
yards'  distance;  our  troops  marched  on  at  alwut  twentv-fi^c 
yards  gave  their  fire.  Mons.  Montcfilm  detached  the  Canadians 
on  each  tlank,  and  somv  to  tut  oii  our  people  s  retreat ;  but  Mr. 
Wolfe  so  managed  that  all  his  schemes  were  dtfcatcxi,  anrl  fVirely 
out-gcneraled  him,  which  they  all  own.  We  gave  a  few  iires, 
then  chaiged  with  the  bayonet,  which  broke  the  Rencfa  army* 
Tben  tiie  Hig^ilandcis  and  L^t  Infiuitry  went  in  tmwi  » 
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hand  and  entirely  routed  them,  gaining  a  compleat  victory. 
The  French  own  to  have  brought  into  the  field  10,000,  of  which 
3,()0()  were  regulars  accordin^r  to  their  own  nrrount.  Our  army 
consisted  of  4,500.  To  their  eternal  honour  hv  it  spoken,  our 
loss  about  (lOO  kill«Hl  and  wounded.  The  i^'renchy  by  their 
accounts,  1,700  killed  and  wounded. 

This  stroke  lias  i:!;i\  en  them  such  an  instance  of  the  difference 
of  fighting  in  wood.s  and  on  the  plain,  that  they  have  never 
dared  to  look  our  troops  in  tlie  face  since,  though  they  are 
double  or  nearer  treble  their  Dombers.  Hiey  left  two  pieces  of 
camum  in  the  fidd,  but  tfadr  colours  got  off.  Hie  town  has 
not  had  a  gun  fired  at  it  nnoe  by  our  amy;  but  they  were 
pKcparing  batteriety  and  on  Hie  approadi  of  our  sbipi  they 
desued  a  truce  which  waa  to  capitulate;  but  their  firit  tenns 
were  rejected. 

The  loss  of  General  Wolfe  to  the  army  is  irreparable.  He 
had  three  balls  in  different  parfe  of  the  body,  one  in  his  arm 
which  was  the  first,  one  in  the  hrllv,  and  nnr  in  tlio  br(^t.  He 
lived  just  hejg  enough  to  hear  he  had  gained  the  day,  on  which 
he  answcrid  "Thank  God,  I  die  easy."  General  Monckton 
wounded  in  the  breast,  and  Carleton  in  the  head,  but  no  danger 
is  apprehended  ;  yet  the  oliicers  in  c^cneral  suffered  greatly. 
The  General's  corpse  comes  home  in  the  Royal  William.""  On 
the  French  side,  Mcmtcalm  killed  and  one  more  Greneral  officer, 
with  many  other  considerable  ones.  There  are  but  few  regulan 
in  the  town,  the  rest,  with  Vaudreuil,  gone  towards  Montreal, 
where  we  hope  General  Amherst  is  near.  We  are  fer  fsom 
any  scarcity  of  provisions  in  this  country,  having  feund  gnat 
quantities  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  and  grain  in  abiuidance.  We 
have  burned  near  three  thousand  houses  here  or  more.  By  the 
accounts  there  are  as  many  more;  but  whether  they  share  the 
same  fate  I  cannot  tell;  but  the  rascals  deserve  it  Sot  thehr 
cruelty. 

If  Mr.  Amherst  gets  no  more  t  han  he  has  already,  one  year 
more  would  compleat  our  conqiu  sts  in  America,  of  which  I  hope 
not  a  foot  will  be  returned  to  the  l*"rench  Government.  If  I 
was  to  make  a  u  <  m\  way,  it  would  soon  be  settled.  They 
might  keep  what  Uiey  have  and  we  do  the  same ;  and  so  reiit  till 
we  quarrelled  again. 

The  limit  of  paper  obliges  me  to  bid  you  adieu. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  dutilbl  Son, 
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Anse  du  Foulon,  476,  47L  478,  479,  485, 

486,  iaa 

Anson.  Lord,  11,  268,  WO,  421 

Antwerp,  44,  25 

Appleby,  Hfs.,  1 

Aremberg,  Due  d'.  28,  29.  85 

Army,  British  (for  particalar  officers  and 
regiments  see  their  titles). — Bayonet 
exercise,  61  ;  church  atteimance, 
97-B ;  commissariat,  867-8.  424  ; 
deserters,  288-4  .  265  ;  drill  methods, 
357,  368.  431  ;  e<]uipment  and  cloth- 
ing, 99,  221,  280i  302,  afiifl  ;  foreign 
battalions,  287,  292,  302,  212  ;  garrison 
life  in  Portsmouth,  3^  ;  increased 
strength  in  1756,  301  ;  intelligence 
department,  22  note  1  ;  marksmanship, 
254-5  ;  officers'  expenses,  90,  91^  302, 
850.  828  ;  officers  lack  of  training, 
207.  22i  and  note  2  ;  general  orders 
iflsufld  prior  to  D«tting«ii,  32 ;  at  Qne- 
LL 


bee,  446.  469,  497  ;  regiments  at  Que- 
bee,  ;  transport  regulations,  15 
no<«2 

Arthur,  Mayor  of  Exeter,  240,  2ii 

Artillery,  125 
Aschaffenbiirg,  3Q 
Aylva,  Baron  d'.  &1 

Balfour,  Captain,  282 
Banff,  LS8  and  ru><<!  1 
Bank  of  England,  5i 
Barbour,  Mr.,  166-7 
Barcelona,  12 

Barr^,  Colonel  Isaac,  358i  359,  430,  433, 
460,  421  note  2,  472,  IflS  no<«  2,  486i 
4M  noU,  428 

Barren's  Regiment,  65 

Barringtou,  Lord,  884,  836,  411,  488. 
505  and  note  1 

Basingstoke,  2M 

Bastide, 

Bath,  10,  238,  272,  iQ5  and  note  8,  406, 

407.  501 
Bath,  Lady.  350 
Bathiany,  Marshal,  Zfl 
Bathnrst,  Lord,  iSi  note  I 
Battery  Island,  328  note 
Beaucferk,  Lord  George,  220  and  note  3, 

849 

Beaufort,  Duke  of,  Sj}fi  and  note  1 
Beaumont.  441 

Beauport,  428i  438i  445,  446,  464,  473, 

482.  m. 

Beckford,  Alderman,  601 

Beckwith.    Lieut. -Colonel,    819.  868, 

a29 

Beckwith,  Mrs..  7SA 

Bedford,  Duke  of,  71,  301,  814,  816,  816, 

318.  321.  328,  861.  862.  flf 
Belfast,  ia2 

Bell,  CapUin  Thomas,  883j  i3L  iMi 

502.  503.  504 
Belleisle,  Duo  de,  24,  28i  299,  44A 
Berkeley,  Bishop,  201=2 
Bertie,  Lord  Robert,  SOS 
Berwick,  213,  256 
Bic,  Isle  of,  408,  423,  434 
Bigot,  Fran9ois,  444  and  noiet  1  and  2, 
478 

Billings,  Major,  280,  255 
Biscay,  Bay  of.  326,  329,  m 
Blackheath,  10,  144,  501,  502 
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Blakenay,  G«nenl,  55,  m,  800. 811  and 

noUl,  890 
Blakeney,  Major,  32 
Bland.  General.  62,  68,  113,  251  and 

noUl 

Bland's  Dragoons  (now  18th  Howan)), 

34-f) 

Blandford,  Marquis  of,  281^  801,  803. 

319.  ill 
Blaqui^,  2ai 
Bois-le-Duc,  79,  SQ 
Boiaragon,  Oaptain,  2A1 
Bonn,  26-7 

Boacawen,  Admiral,  122,  238,  270^  847. 

356.  368.  im,  362.  363.  365.  370.  878. 

879.  380.  381.  388.  393.  397.  400.  412. 

421.  422,  429 
Boacawen,  Hon.  John,  2M 
Boston,  391,  324 
Boawell,  James,  IM 
Bougainrille,  436i  ^37,  444,  486,  471i 

481.  482,  490,  491,  495,  iM 
Braddoctr  Generair239.  260.  267.  224 

and  %oic  1 
Bradley,  Mr.  A.  O.,  64,  3M 
Bradstrect.  369,  403 
Brags,  Brigadier- Genera],  IS  ncU  1 
Braybrooke,  Lord,  ^  noU 
Breck,  Alan,  179 
Breda,  21 

Brealan,  captore  of,  812  and  note  1 
Brett,  Charles,  m  no<<  1, 137,  164,  159, 
tu)<«  1,  162  and  note  1^  163,  169. 
170-1.  221 
Brett,  Captain  John,  162  noU  1 
Brett,  Mi88  Nanny,  ITL  229,  353 
Brett,  Admiral  Sir  Piercy,  229,  232 
Br«tt,  Timothy,  152  fioto  L  240,  279,  302 
Bright,  Mrs.,  13 

Brodrick,  Rear-Admiral,  8^  882.  &i2 
Broglie,  General  de.  24.  28,  2fl 
Brown,  Ensign,  288i  289 
Brown  (Ensign  of  20th  Regiment),  Sj22 

and  noU  1 
Brown,  Lieutenant,  421 
Brown,  Marshal,  3115  note  1 
Browne,  Lady,  191-2 
Brudenell,  Lord,  189 
Bruges,  IS 

Buckinghamshire,  Ooanteas  of,  8 

Borcher,  Mrs.  Anne,  288i  272,  213 

Bnrcher,  James,  272 

Burcher,  William,  272  note 2, 602  and  no<« 

Burke,  Edmund,  8,  499-500 

Barton,  Colonel,  433,  462,  421  noU  1^ 
477.  489,  490,  121 

Bury,  Loni  (afterwards  third  Earl  of 
Albemarle),  67,  52  and  noU  1,  110, 
112.  116,  117,  118,  122,  124,  125,  128, 
129,  131,  135,  1167137,  1571161,  163, 
Tn,  174.  175-6.  1777179.  185,  189. 
204.  206,  207.  212.  217.  222,  224,  228, 


233.  236.  237.  240.  242,  248,  246,  W, 

259, 261,  268,  28L  282,  284.  285. 299, 

301.  813.  314.  315.  317 
Bute,  Lord,  472 
Butterlin,  Count.  101 
Buxton,  26L  222 

Bj-ng,  Admiral,  27L        292,  291.  »U 
300,  806,  306  ,  308 

Cade.  Mra.,  28i  183 

Calcraft,  John,  220  and  noU  L 

CalcutU,  3i2 

Caldwell,  Captain,  102  and  nett,  408, 

431.  448.  4S3 
Calendar  reform.  LS5  and  note  1 
Cameron  clan,  63,  S6 
Cameron,  Ensign,  16fl 

Camlachie,  91 

Campbell,  Colin,  murder  of,  179-80 
Campbell,  Sir  James,  101=2 
CanMa,  French  policy  regarding,  346 . 
French   rigime   in,  416,   444.  I2i; 
martial  popolatioa,  121 ;  Wolfe's  pro- 
clamation to  inhabitanta.  489-40 
Canterbury,  188,  2fi0 
Cap  Kouge,  455,  472,  490,  495 
Cape  Breton,  82,  220  and  noU  8,  S6S, 

Capelrig,  212=3 

Garden,  Lieutenant,  369-80,  869 
Cardigan,  Lord,  189 
Carillon,  162 

Carleton,  Guy  (afterwards  Lord  Dorch**- 
ter),  72,  196,  197,  198,  1^  228,  302, 
863.  354.  866,  359,  369.  889.  892.  410- 
411,  423,  424,  426,  427,  430,  485i  45L 
456,  471,  476^  476,  477,  478,  482,  483, 
196  noU,  507,  511 

Carleton,  Thomas,  150  and  noU 

Carlisle,  63,  54,  220-1,  266 

Carlyle,  Thomas,  lfi2  note 

Carteret,  Lord,  30 

Carthagena,  12,  H,  17,  250,  332 

Cathcart,  Lord,  12,  H,  21^  220,  553 

Cb&ban,  Major,  68 

Chads,  CapUin.  462,  480,  135 

Chamnlain,  Lake,  429,  444 

Chanatrnagore,  356 

Charleroi,  21 

Charles  VII,  Emperor,  17,  35 

Charles  Edward  Stuart,  Prince,  M,  5t, 

58,  64,  65.  66,  58,  60,  61,  62,  67,  198. 

128 

Charles  of  Lorraine,  Prince,  28,  10 
Chart  res.  Due  de,  15 

Chatelaillon,  331,  841 

Chatterton,  IQ 

Cheshire,  Lieutenant,  358-9 

Chrysal,  Charles  Johnstone's,  418-9 

Churchill,  General  George,  101,  213 

Clarke,  Colonel,  320, 213  andnote  1,  869^ 

m. 
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Clayton,  General,  Sfj  aZ 

Clements,  Ben,  22D 

Cole,  Willum,  123  noU  1 

Collingwood,  Licntenant-Gorernor,  I2fi 

Collins,  Captain, 

Conolly,  Thomas,  228 

Conolly,  WUliam,  2128^ 

Conway,  Marshal,  WL.  and  Hole,  322.  329. 

380.  332.  333,  337.  841 
Cook,  Captain,  Ml  and  noU 
Cope,  Geneial,  IS  noU  1^  31.  r>l.  52 
Cork,  IM 

Cornwallis,  Brigadier-General  Edward, 
Ifi  wofe  1.  88.  90.  94.  95, 101. 134.  135, 
138.  139,  HO,  808,  309.  322,  333,  337, 
341.  M& 

Comwallia,  Lord,  2&£ 

Cotton,  deserter,  ififi 

Coudre«,  He  aux,  424.  425. 

Courtrai, 

Cowper,  William,   reracs   on  Wolfe, 

SQfi 

Crawford's  Regiment,  7A 
Cringletie,  Lord,  111  fwU  1 
Crofton,  478 

Croom's  Hill,  Wolfe's  house  on,  Ifli 
Crown  Point,  346,  422,  463.  ^ 
Croydon,  112 
Cuba,  21 

Culloden,  battle  of,  ;  Wolfe's  criti- 
ciam  on,  156-7 

Culloden  House,  fi2 

CiimVx  rland,  William,  Duke  of,  80,  81. 

35,  37-8.  39,  41,49,  60.-51.  64,  55,  57, 
68,59,60,6L65,66,69,70,72,75, 
77,  78,  79,  80,  81,  84,  95,  lOS.  IlL 
120,  125.  135.  136i  liii  H7-8.  169. 
185.  199,  203,  204,  206,  223,  224,  240. 
256,  262.  264,268^  281,  283,  284,  312. 
817.  318  ind  iw^e  1,  826,  326,  840^ 
413.  417 


Palhousie,  Lord,  5M 

railing,  Major,  431,  452 

Dallow,  Captain,  50 

Dal  ton,  Mr.  Charles,  268,  2SlnoUl 

Dalwhinnie,  52 

Dauphin,  French,  IflZ 

Dawnay,  Mr.,  Iflfl 

Dechambault,  463,  AM 

Delabene,  Major,  62 

Delaune,  Captain,  360i  3*?*  389»  476, 

483.  487,  488 
Dentistry,  eighteenth-centoiy,  178.  IfiQ 
Deptford,  18 
Derby,  5i 
Desolouseauz,  25fi 
Des  OoQttee,  Admiral,  377,  381 
Dettingen,  battle  of,  33-40 
Devizes,  2fl3 

Donnellan,  Major  Nehemiah,  113.  131. 
144.  lAL  219,  241.  279.  283.  280 
LL  2 


Dorset,  Duchess  of,  lOi 
Dover,  186.  226.  227,  228,  222 
DoTer  (CTe,  225,  226,  222 
Doway,  Baillie,  fifl 
Draper,  Sir  William,  a5S 
Drogheda,  IM 

Drucour,  Chevalier  de,  877.  881.  882 

Dublin,  182,  153 
Dundee,  133 

Dundonald,  liord,  380,  a8& 

Dunk,  Captain, 

Dunkirk,  232,  2B2. 

Duquesne,  M&rquis,  2fiD 

Durell,  Rear-Admiral,  407,  421.422.428. 

424.  425.  428,  431.  432,  434. 
Duroure,  Colonel,  16,  3^,  33,  35,  il 

Earthquake  in  Ix)ndon,  418 
Ea^t  ludia  Company,  Ml 
Edinburgh,  M,  62,  65,  67,  98,  IM 
EfiRngham,  Lady,  ft 
Effingham,  Lord,  13.  note  1^  30^ 
Egerton,  Mrs.,  221 
Ekins,  Captain,  50 
Elegy,  Gray's,  486-7  and  note 
Elgin,  60 

ElTiott,  Colonel  (Lord  Heathfield),  iOft 
EUis,  Wellbore,  5M 

Engol,  Ensign,  466 
Erie,  Lake,  250 
Estcourt,  Lord,  131  note  1 
Etchimin,  River,  iZfi 
Eugene,  Prince,  8 
Evelyn,  John,  5 
Exeter,  239,  240 

Fairfax,  Ensign  William  Henry,  482 

Falkirk,  battle  of,  55-7,  62 

FalkUnd,  Ififl 

Ferrers,  Lady,  111  and  note 

Field,  CapUin,  4i} 

Fielding,  Henry,  5i 

Finchley,  54 

Fisher,  Thomas,  army  agents  90,  gl  and 
ikrfs  1,  196,  837i  360,  853,  384.  893, 
427.  50fi 

Fitzmanrioe,    Lord,   afterwards  Lord 

Lansdowne,  195,  353,  483  note  2 
Flanders,  18,  ^  28 
Fleury,  Cardinal,  17,  28 
Fontenoy,  battle  oT;  49-50.  51 
Forlies,  Brigadier,  342 
Forbes,  Lord,  65 
Forbes,  Sir  Arthur,  6fl 
Forbes,  Mrs.,  123^  255,  221 
Forfar,  62 
Forres,  60 

Fort  Augustus,  57,  58,  67,  177,  180, 

253.  255 
Fort  Duquesne,  3M  « 
Fort  George,  156.  253 
Fort  Inversnaid,  fifi 
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Fort  St.  Philip's,  292.  800.  805.  811. 

390,  Sfll 
Fortwilliam,  165,  m 
Fort- William  Henry,  iAA 
Pouras,  33L  332,  341,  312 
Fourth  Foot  (Barrell's),  Wolfe  appointed 

to,  44,  49,  61j      ;  at  Falkirk,  66,  60  ; 

at  Culloden,  61,  62,  63,  65,  fifl 
Fowke,  General,  78,  259,  308 
Frainpton,  Brigadier,  1&  notes  1  and  2 
Franfois,  Wolfe's  servant,  885.  848.  483. 

iM 

.Frankfort-on-the-Main,  27-8 
Fraser,  Colonel,  ill  note  1 
Fraser,  Simon,  iM 

Frederick,  Prinoe  of  Wales,  143  noU  1 
Frederick  the  Great,  17,  294,  HOS,  nUJ, 
320  and  nofe  1,  825,  333.  351 ;  Wolfe 
anxioos  to  serve  under,  403-4 
Freefolk,  237,  212 
French  court  at  Veraailles,  1£2 
French  society,  Wolfe's  impressions  of, 

186.190,111,  Ifiii  2fl5=fi 
Front* nar,  397 
Fundy,  Bay  of,  8S4 

Oabaros,  Bay  of,  368^  370,  883,  390 
Gage,  Lord,  202  is^noU  1,  MA 
Gas|i^,  Bay  of,  397 
Ganoher,  Mademoiselle,  IM 
George  II,  10,11,16,17.80,3L34.35. 
37,  38,  39,  41,  48,  M.  54,  WL  30S. 

311.  318.  3:33,  344,  410-11  ;  his 
retort  when  told  that  Wolfe  was  mad, 

George  III,  lil^ 

Ghent,  Ifi  and  no<«  2,  ^  47,  46,  49,  U 
Gibbon,  291  note  1 
Gibraltar,  292,  293^  294,  300,  305 
Glamorganshire,  original  home  of  Wolfe 
family,  2 

Glasgow,  Wolfe's  impressions  of,  94,  07, 

Glasgow  University,  8& 

Glen  Esk,  58 

Glenorchy,  Lord,  130 

Goat  Island,  323  and  fiofe,  SZfl 

Gobelins  factory,  1 95-6 

Goldsmith,  Captain  Edward,  22,  HS, 

231.  281.  309.  811.  483.  5Qfi  and 

noU2 

Goldsmith,  Mrs.,  810,  811 

Goldsmith,  Oliver,  22  and  noU  2,  m, 

312.  SOfinote  2 
Goodwood,  808 
Gordon,  Mrs.,  58-60 
Goreham,  Captain,  374,  875.  422 
Grammont,  Due  de,  34 

Grant,  Major,  313 
Grant,  Mrs.,  2IL 

Greenwich,  10,  H,  HO,  153,  154,  502 
Greenwich  Paric,  123 


Grcnville,  415,  llfi 

Grey,  Major,  50 

Grey,  Lord,  of  Ho  wick,  2S3 

Grey,  Lady,  of  Howick,  186i  243^  Stf, 

293.  294 
Guiguer,  Mr.,  263,  264,  232 
Guildford,  236,  231 
Gaillem,  Captain,  431 
Guise,  General,  212  and  Hole  1 

Hales,  Lieutexuwt-Colonel,  315 
HaUfaz,  Nova  Scotia,  142, 368,  8«5|  M7. 

896.  422.  423.  42ft 
Hamilton*  Lord  Archibald,  122  and  woU 

1,  m 

Hamilton,  Charles  (Captain),  fi7 

Ilnmilton,  Duke  of,  213 

Hamilton,      Duchess    of  (Elixabeih 

Gunning),  213  and  note  1 
Hamilton,  Miss.  21S 
Hamilton,  Sir  William,  192,  lfl3 
Hanau,  29.  82.  39 
Hanley,  Governor,  2fi8 
Hanover,  10,  17,  32ii 
Hanoverian  troops,  24,  2?,  28,  31,  48 
Harcourt,  Duo  d  ,  44 
Harcourt.  Lord,  125  and  note  1,  IM 
Hardy,  Sir  Charles,  366,  366,  376,  389, 

Haren,  Madame,  187,  208 

Haren,  Miss,  200 

lUrte,  Canon,  183 

Hastenbock,  battle  of,  826. 

Hawke,  Admiral  Sir  Kdward.  271.  294. 

800.  322.  326.  381.  832.  333.  344. 

421 

Hawley,  General  Henry,  S  noU  1,  $5. 
56.  57.  58,  59.  60,  63,  66_,  67.  ftS. 
280 

Hayter,  Bishop,  IM  and  noU  1 
Heightley,  Colonel,  50 
Hcllinback,  29  nnte  1 
Honder&on,   volunteer  in  Qaebeo  ex- 
pedition, 494 
Hennis,  Lieutenant,  241.  ^5 
Herbert,  383,  395 

Highland  troops,   lil,   145;  WoUb's 

good  opinion  of,  868,  322 
Higsham,  Mrs.,  84 
Hill,  Captain,  50 
Hindes,  Captain,  12ft 
Hochst,  27,  29 
Holdemcfis,  Ixjrd,  472 
Holmes,  Rear-Admiral,  421,  468,  468^ 

469.  476.  477.  478^480,  482|  486,  4fifl 
Honeywood,  General,  18  note  1 
Honeywood,  Philip  (Colonel),  259,  260, 

261,  263.  265.  268 
Hoolter,  Betty,  8,  IftO 
Hooker,  Mrs.,  109 

Hooj)cr,  Rear- Admiral,  305  and  noU  \ 
Hooper,  William,  305  and  noU  1 
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Hopson,  OenenI,  864.       aud  note 

Horse-racing,  2M 

lloskins,  Alias,  93^  111^  112,  Ul 

Hoskiiis,  Mrs.,  110 

Howard,  Sir  Charles,  239 

Howe,  Lord,  Z04^  329,  330,  333,  SiO^ 

846.  865.  367,  SMideath  of, .Sfii  and 

note  ;  390i  392,  4fi3 
Howe,  Lieat«natit-Coloodl  Sir  Williaro 

(afterwards  Lord),        and  note,  425, 

481.  484.  483.  490.  4S1 
Hoske,  General,  Ifi  Jiote  1^  81^  32.  55. 

62,  98^  9S 

HutciuQsou,  Gaveruor  of  Massachusetts, 

Indiana,  American,  869,  885 ;  masaacre 

of  British  garrison,  liS  and  note  2 
Innes,  Major,  169 

Invasiou  of  England,  precaationa  against, 

277.  278.  279.  281.  291,  aiii 
luvsrdouglaa,  214,  21h 
InTemess,  52,  58,  61,  154,  158i  174 
Inwood,  Mrs.,  97,  166 
Ireland,  Wolfe's  impressions  of,  94,  177, 

Ireton,  Henry,  2 
Irish  Brigade,  75 

Irishwomen,  Wolfe's  impressions  of,  183 
Irving,  Major,  iZi  note  1 
Isembourg,  Count  d',  802,  aOii 

James  I,  2 
Jersey,  Earl  of,  I 

Jerris,    John    (afterwards    Lord  St. 

Vincent),  16,  482^  iSS 
Johann^  Town  Major  of  Quebec,  4fi2 
Johnson,  Samuel,  124,  154,  165.  Ififl 
Johnson,  Sir  William,  421 
Johnstone,  Cheralier,  Ififi 

Kane,  General,  IM. 

Kendal,  Mra,  IM 

Kcnnington  Cove,  822 

Kent,  privileges  of  freeholders  in,  2S1 

Kerr,  Lord  Murk,  B2 

Kerr,  Lord  Kobert,  61 

Khevenhuller,  Coont,  SS 

Eilliok,  pilot  on  St.  Lawrence,  iSfi 

Kilmarnock,  Countess  of,  Sfi 

Kilmarnock,  Earl  of,  63 

Kingsley,  Lieut. •General  William,  298, 

299.  m 

Kloster/evcn,  Convention  of,  225 
Knowles.  Vice-Admiral,  322,  329,  342, 

Kqoz,  Captain  John,  431 
Kouigsegg,  Marshal,  iS. 

La  Balleine,  MB 

Lacey,  Count,  73,  185^  313 

Lacey,  General, 


Lacey,  Miss,  72-75.  21 

La  Coromandiere,  372 

Lafausille,  General,  58,  126,  127»  165» 

166.  192.  281.  282.  aOfl  and  noU  1^ 

304.  23a 
Lafausille,  Mrs.,  166,  2il 
Laffeldt,  battle  of,  75-77 
Ijaforey,  Captain,  882 
r>!iggan,  Achadroni,  254 
Lally,  Comte  de,  SM 
Lancashire  Fusiliers,  82 
Lancashire,  Wolfe's  impressions  of,  222 
Ijang,  Mr.  Andrew, 
Lauder,  Ensi^,  288,  2fiQ 
lAVington,  Bisliop,  240,  2AA 
Lawrence,  Brigiidier,  142,  847^868,  STO^ 

372.  373.  374.  391,  394,  13Q 
LawTeuce,  schoolmaster  at  Wt-sterham,  fl 
Lawsoii,  Elizalieth,  78,  87^  93,  103,  110, 

111,  113.  137.  Ill 
Lawson,  Lady,  lii9 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid,  13 
Lee,  Mrs., 

Leslie,  Captain,  iQl  and  not^,  431,  462. 
;  lutt4.'r  describing  battle  of  Qiwbec, 

Lcffiine<?,  Jil 

I^utheu,  battle  of,  8i2  noU  1 

h&viB,  Due  de,  465,  477,  liQ 

Lewis,  Mrs.  Mary,  1  noU  6 

Lighthouse  Point,  373,  378 

Ligonier,  Lord,  IS  no/*  1,  56i  76-7.  121. 

820.  329,  231  and  iiolc  1,  338.  39'2.  399. 

400,  403,  404.  410.  413,  424.  12Q 
Limbourg,  79 
Limerick,  2,  3, 
Linlithgow,  fifi 
Lisbon,  283  and  note  1 
Livingstone,  Adam,  Mfl 
Loch  Lomond,  211 

Loftns,  CaptAin  Arthur,  50,  108,  118, 
144^  167i  I662  lli,  IIL  182,  10ft. 
21a 

Long  Point,  Qfifi 
Lonsdale,  Lord,  Sifl 

Lord,  Hugh,  222 
L'Orcmbeck,  366i  328,  874,  322 
Lotteries,  State,  159,  1^  167,  316 
Loudoun,  Lord,  58,  346,  389,  112 
Louis  XV.  185.  l£fl 

Louisbonrg,  Wolfe  propoaeH  domolition 
of,  3^ ;  forces  disjwvtched  against, 
870  ;  description  and  plan  of,  870-1  ; 
siege  of,  372-81,  383-5.  387-9.  402-3; 
capitulation,  882 ;  French  aud 
British  losses,  886 ;  mentioned,  81, 

82,  238i  346,  ML  86I1         86«i  368^ 

890.  422,  423,  431.  432.  433 
Lowendahl,  Marshal,  2& 
Lowositz,  battle  of,       noie  1 
Lowthor,  Sir  James,  4116 
Lowther,  Katherine  (afterwards  Duchess 
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of  Bolton),  237.  348.  350.  406.  417. 

483.  502,  503j       and  note 
Lucas's  Cotfee  House,  Dublin,  Ifil 
Lynch,  Mr.,  ill 
Lyndhuret,  212 

Lyttelton,  Sir  Richard,  413,  lim 

Macclesfield,  ^ 

Macdonald,  Captain,  48^ 
Macdonald  clan,  01 
MacDowcll,  Captain  Alexander,  4fl& 
Miickellar,  Major,  369^  431,  43Z 
Macleo<l,  I^aird  of,  179 
M'PhersoD,  Evan,  22i  and  nole  1 
Maestricht,  72^  75,  7L  79^  8l1 
Maillcboia,  (General, 
Maitland,  Captain,  i31 
Manchester.  51 
Maria  Theresa,  IL  19^  Zfl 
Marines,  Wolfe  appointed  to,  ;  4, 

'258-9 

Marlborough,  Duchess  of,  IB 
Marlborough,  (first)  Duke  of,  4,  8^  283 
Marlborough,  (second)  Duke  of,  2&1  and 

noU  1^  341 
Martin,  Cantain,  412=3 
Martin,  Colonel,  02. 

Mason,  Sir  Christopher,  326,  328,  388. 
3M 

Maasachuaetts  militia,  438: ;  colony  of, 

Maxwell,  Lietenant-Colonel  Hamilton, 

245.  275.  286,  358,  399 
Meabum  Hall,  tiQl  note 
Meech,  Lieutenant,  437 
MeUe,  2Zi 
Menin,  44 

Merrydan,  Captain,  21,  28.  38 
Messervey,  Colonel, 
Metz,  127.  129.  135 
Milbounie,  Captain,  95 
Mindeu,  battle  of,  104^^  355 
Minorca,  291,  292,  293,  294,  Sfll 
Mir6,  366,  3211 
Molpawurth,  Lord.  Ififi 
Moltke,  General,  51 

Monckton,  Brigadier,  34,  866,  495,  497, 

498,  611 
Monro,  Colonel,  311& 
Mons,  24 

Montagu,  Duke  of,  110 

Montcalm,  Marquis  de,  birth  and  train- 
ing, llli  Twle  I ;  captures  Fort  William 
Henry,  340  and  note  1,  346j  143  ;  other 
successes  against  British  troo{>s,  448, 
444  ;  Wollo's  opinion  of,  379,  iM  ; 
captures  dinpatch  revealing  plan  of 
attack  on  Quebec,  434-S  ;  breach  with 
Civil  Governor  of  Quebec,  444-5  ; 
communications  with  Wolfe,  4r»Q.  452. 
453 ;  at  battle  of  Quebec,  489,  191, 
493 ;   wounded,   495 ;  death,   AM  ; 


mentioned,  387,  896,  402,  417.  4S8. 

448,  454.  455,  459,  463,  467.  46S,  469. 

471.  472.  475;  476.  422 
Montmorenci,  4^f>  ;  British  revers*  at, 

453-463  ;  467, 
Montreal,  359.  421,  427,  446^  460i  421 
Montrfeor,  3M 

Mordaunt.  Sir  John,  78,  lOTj  131,  169, 
198,  237,  24L  256,  262^265,  267, 
277;  2787279.  283,  804,  311,  322,  326, 
859,  530,  831,  332,  333,  341,  343,  344^ 
417 

Morris,  Colonel,  875,  Slfi 

Morns,  Mra. ,  lfi2 

Mostyn,  Admiral,  256 

Muffs,  coachmen's,  191 

Murray,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander, 
412  and  noU,  431 

Murray,  Brigadier  James,  388.  il?,  425. 
434,  447,  456,  457,  458t  M3,  464,  468^ 
iW,  472.  480.  484.  490,  497.  498.  4&i 

Nairn,  60,  S4 

Napier,TA)rd,  120^  322 

Nassau,  Prince  of,  302,  303 

Nelson,  points  of  resemblance  to  Wolf*, 

415  and  noU,  432  ;  49Ji 
Newcastle,  452,  453,  454 
Newcastle,  Duke  of,  64,  80,  319,  326. 

411.  417.  505 
Newmarsh,  Captain,  180 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  18,  828 
New  York,  891,  395 
Niagara,  463,  453 

Noailles,  Due  de.  28.  29,  32,  33,  34,  85. 
89.  40 

Norcliffe,  Reverend  C  B.,  64  noU 
Nova  Scotia,  133,  187^  138,  140,  155. 
424 

Old  Bnrlington  Street,  23  noU  L  and 

noUV,n 

Oleron,  Isle  of,  328  and  ndte  1^  8^  aSQ 

Ontario,  Lake,  421 

Orange,  Prince  of,  79,  15fi  and  noU  1 

Orleans,  Duke  of,  187 

Orleans,  Isle  of,  408,  435,  436,  437,  440. 

447,  454,  474 
Ormond,  Duke  of,  ;;i 
Ostend,  18,  19,  42^  43 
Osterhout,  28 
Oswego,  367,  443 
Oughton,  Colonel,  483 

Page,  Sir  Gregory,  338i  3fl2  note,  SSA 

Page,  Mre.  Judith,  392 

Palliser,  83 

Puis,  178,  186 

Parr,  Captain  Henry,  344 

Parry,  Josliua,  434  note  1 

Partridge,  Lieutenant,  112 

PatersoQ,  Miss,  43 
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PelhAxn,  Henry,  70,  141 

Perth,  52,  58,  110,  129,  156,  Ifil 
Peterborough,  Lord,  78,  a22 
PhUpot,  Mr.,  2fifi 
Pitt,  IM 

Pitt,  William,  afterwards  Lord  Chatham, 
10,  48,  295,  813^  318,  319^  320^  321, 
822,  326,  333,  334,  344,  346,  363.  898. 
400.  401.  403.  406,  4^0,  413,  416.  416, 
417.  422,472,  499,  601,  505,  508i  ^ 

Point  L^via,  441^  446^  460,  461^  464,  473, 
477i48L  482 

Pomt  dea  P^res,  446 

Point*  aux  Trembles,  461^  466^  472,  42S 

Pompadour,  Madame  deTlSe.  188.  196-7. 
199 

Ponaonby,  Brigadier,  Ifi  noU  1 

Port  L'Orient,  214 
Port  Malion,  aOB 

Portsmouth,  6,  14,  268^  367^  898,  502 
Porto  Bello,  11 

Post-chaises,  Wolfe's  dislike  of,  210 
Pragmatic  Sanction,  12 
Prague,  24,  23 
Preston,  64 

Preston  Pans,  battle  of,  62,  67 
Prevoet,  Major,  421  no/<  1 
Prideauz,  Brigadier,  421^  4S1 
Prince  Edwanl's  Island,  882,  and  $ee 
Royale 

ProTost,  Brigadier,  391^  SSa 
Pulteney,  Brigadier,  IS  noU  1 
I'ulteuey'a  Regiment,  2L. 

Quebec,  Wolfe's  arrival  at,  432  ;  prepara- 
tions for  defence,  iM  ;  French  employ 
fircships,  440-1,  462-3  ;  Britiah  en- 
trenchments, 44Li2 ;  dissensions  be- 
tween Montcalm  and  Vaudreuil,  444=6; 
opening  of  bombardment,  447;  damage 
to  buildings,  450,  4M  ;  shortage  of 
proTiaions,  462.  4M ;  British  repulsed 
at  Montmorenci,  463-63  ;  battle  on 
Plains  of  Abraham,  488-96  ;  capitula- 
tion, 496  ;  casualties,  4M  note 

Quebec  House  (Spiers),  Westerham,  1,  & 

RaesH,  Captain,  3M 

Rainsford,  Migor,  30^  86,  SS^  40^  42, 46i 

Ram/aay,  French  commander,  4fifl 
lianger's  Lodge,  Greenwich,  liiS 
Remedies,  eighteenth-century,  7^  123, 

124,  126^  160,  161,  311-12 
Rh^sTeof,  323  an3  noU,  329,  830,  842 
Rich,  Colonel,  63-4.  107.  124,  167.  348 
Richelieu,  Due  de.  294-6.  300.  320 
Richmond,  Duke  of,  123  and  noU  197^ 

198,  199,  200.  331,  281  and  noU  L 

802.  303,  411 
RiokaoDTLieutenant-Colonal,  60,  86,  92, 

183-6.  188.  166.  169.  192.  246.  252, 


269,  2S2  and  no<<j  1,  299,  821^  839, 
348-9  358,  402  and  note  2 

Rigby,  Richard,  314,  336 

Riots  in  Gloucestershire,  308-6 

Riverhead,  287  noU  1 

Road-making  in  Scotland,  216 

Robiaon,  Prof.  John,  4S2  noU 

Rochefort  expedition,  320,  328-33,  884  ; 
Wolfe's  criticism  of,  335-7.  339-40  ; 
Board  of  Inquiry  into,  841=2 ;  men- 
tioned, 391,  421 

Rochelle,  328,  330,  331,  332,  842,  891 

Rodney,  Lord,  S9S 

Rogers,  Sfia 

Rotand,  Wolfe's  senrtnt,  77, 114-6. 116. 

164 

Rollo,  Colonel,  375,  375 

Romer,  Lieutenant,  43  and  note  1 

RoBbach,  battle  of,  Mlnote  1 

Ross,  Major,  STfi 

Rothes,  Lord,  18  noU  1,  42 

Rougemout  Castle,  245 

Roy,  General,  216 

lioyale,  He,  364^  389 

Russell,  Mr.,  425 

Ryder,  Surgeon,  43 

8ack\ille,  Lady  George,  381 

Sackville,  Lord   George,  96,  98,  101. 

103-4,  106.  106.  117.  120.  163,  170. 

173.  323.  341,  342  t»ote  3,  856,  359^ 

363,  366.  aS2  and  noU,  400,  404  Tnd 

noU,  ill 
St  Charles,  428,  438,  4fi6 
St  Cloud,  131 
St  Joseph,  486 

St  Laurent,  435x  437,  438.  489.  441 

St  Lawrence,  Gulf  of,  394 

St  Lawrence,  River,  400,  407^  422,  426, 

428,  429,  435-a 
St^Martin's,  831 
St  Michael's,  466 
St.  Ours,  General  de,  492 
St  Tron,  26 
Salisbury,  2Sa 
Sandwich,  Lord,  8D 

Saunders,  Admiral  Sir  Charles,  414,  420, 

421^  422,425,  426,  428.  431.  436.  438. 

440,  441,  445,  453,  460.  463.  464.  482. 

483,  485,  497-8,  601 
Sawyer,  Madam,  72 
Saxe,  Marshal,  49,  p,  76,  77,  78,  79 
Scanderbeg,  295  uiSnote  1 
Scotland,  conditions  after  rising  of  1746, 

87-8 
Scots  Greys,  Z5 
Scott,  Miss,  186,  503 
Scott,  Mrs. ,  121,  124-6.  343  and  1 
Scott,  Major,  384^  372,  481 
Scott,  Sir  Walter,  178,  iH7  noU 
Seabourg,  Mrs.,  43 
Selwin,  banker  in  Paris,  132 
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Selwyn,  Oeorj?»%  421 
Sample,  Lord,  d2 
Senerzegues,  General  de,  iflS 
Seymour,  Sir  Henry,  2  noU  2 
Shelburne,  Lord,  411 
Shooters'  Hill,  123,  2M 
Short,  wine- merchant,  ^12 
Shroton,  aOfl 
Silesia,  2M. 
Sillery,  426 

Simpson,  Mrs.  Catherine,  1Z9  and  noU  1 

Sittingboarne,  2M 

Sixty-seveuLh  Kf>giment,  Wolfe  ap- 
^inted  to,  SS7  ;  398^  40L  4flfi 

Skinner,  Robert,  IM 

Smith,  Admiral,  2M. 

Smith,  Sir  Hervey,  S88.  481^  463.  482. 
464.  483.  M2 

Somerset,  Sergeant,  15 

Sotheron,  Wuliam,  66-7.  90,  132  and 
nale  1 

Southey,  Robert,  iSl  note 
Speke,  Captain,  a52 
Spey,  River,  liD 

Spittal,  Captain,  431  . 
Squerryes  Court,  1^     15.  287^  ^  604 

noU,  f>Q7 
Squire,  Bishop,  IfiQ  and  noU  1 
Stade,  322 

Stair,  Lord,  18,  20.  S4.  25.  28,  2fi  and 

turftfl.30,31j32.33.89.i0.41 
Stanhope,  Captain,  22 
Stanhope,  Lord,  416 
Stanhope,  Philip,  188±  IMi 
Staiiwix,  Colonel,  221 
Stapvlton,  Brigadier,  fifl 
Stephens,  sargeon,  45 
Stevenson,  KolKsrt  Louia,  12A 
Stirling,  65.  58.  88i 
Stockntadt,  M 

Stone,  Reverend  Mr.,  IMt.  and  noU  1 
Strachey,  Sir  Henry,  328  and  note 
Streton,  Harry,  14 
Streton,  General  John,  235.  251=2 
Stroud,  3u5.  3M 

Swinden,  lieverend  Samuel,  10,  11,  12, 

28,  108.  128.  171,  fiOfi 
Swinden,  Susannah,  121  noU  1 

Sydney,  Lord, 

Temple,  Lord,  416.  416.  60ft 

Temple,  Sir  Richard,  1 

Thierry,  pilot,  881 ' 

Thionville,  12L  128 

Thompson,  Bradwardine,  211.  2a& 

Thompson,  Edward  Tindal,  1.  362,  868. 

Thoni[i80D,  Frances,  101 
Tiiomson,  Alexander,  58 
Thornhill.  Mrs., 
Thornton,  Captain,  86 
Thncydides,  166-6.  Ifi2 


Ticonderoga.  346,  394,  402,  408. 405,  4|L 

422.  42'J,  iAli 
Toumay.  IS 

Townshend,  Charles,  44L  5Qfl 

Townshend,  George  (afterwards  Lord), 
34i  409,  413.  414.  441.  447,  iifi  and 
note  1,  449,  450i  451.  456,  45L  458^ 
459,  462.  468,  innoU2^  476.  479.  480, 
484.  486,  488.  490.  491.  4fii»  and  noU, 
496.  497.  498,  499 

Townshend,  Henry,  296 

Townshend.  Thomas,  295 

Trai>aud,  Colonel,  124^  1^80.  245-^.  254, 
2^ 

Traverse,  424 

Tren,  Ensign,  4flfi 

Tuileriea  gardens,  IM 

Torpin,  Comte  de,  2^  and  not*  1 

Twelfth  Foot  (Dnroure's),  Wolfe  ap- 
pointed to.  16.  18 ;  at  Dettingen,  85. 
aa;  43.  49-50.  51 

Twentieth  Regiment  (Lancashire  Fusi- 
liers), Wolfe  appointed  to,  82  ;  88,  98, 
99,  107^  119,  1^  210,  211,  215,  220. 
223.  224.  229-30.  248.  258.  259.  293. 
301  358  393 

TyrawleyTLord,  107^  m  JWte  L  284  and 
noU  1 

Tyrconnel,  2  note  1 

Umbrellas,  IM  and  note  1 

Vanbrugh,  Lady,  132  and  note  I 
Vaudreuil.  Marquis  de,  355.  486.  440, 

444.  445.  459.  476.  477.  469.  fill 
Vergor,  42^ 

Vernon,  Admiral,  11,  12,  M2 
Versailles,  1^2 
Vigo,  St,  £0no<«  1 
yirffiniane,  Thackeray's,  ft 
Voltaire,  IM 

Wade,  Marshal.  4|  |2i  44, 46. 47^  6^  5|« 

66,  87,  2L6 
Waldograve,  (Jeneral,  341 
Wales,  i'rincess  of,  ik 
Walpole,  Horace,  188,  297,  808.  322,  328, 

600-1 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  L  lO^  IL  17.  811. 

329 

Warde,  Lientenant-Oeneral  George,  9. 

10.1L13.15,16.18,22.23.25,  180, 
272.  406.  409-10  and  notee  1  and  2^ 
483.  501.  507 

Warde,  John,  9.  16.  87  noU  L  13L  6fll 

Wan].-,  Miss,  11,  25,  43,  7L  IM 

Warde,  Sir  Patience,  & 

Warwick,  222 

Warwick  Castle,  223 

Washington,  George,  260.  315 

Watson,  Qaartermaster-Qeneral  David, 

fift  and  note  L  ^  3^  ^ 
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Webb,  0«nenil, 

We  llington,  Duko  of,  224,  415 
West,  Admiral,  '221 

Westerham,  L  ^  ?i  ^  238,  60L  507-8 
Westminster  ABbey,  MtQ. 
Westmlneter  BriJf,'e.  31^  115 
Whetham,  John,  \M  note  1^  189^  190, 

195,  197.  205.  233 
Whitchurt-h,  232 
White,  Eleanor,  335 
White's  Club,  55^  IHQ 
Whitoford,  Sir  J.,  m 
Whitmore,  Brigadier,  347,  358,  363^  36V, 

870,  372.  382,  890,  398.  425.  430.  m 
Wight,  Isle  of,  12,  13^  323 
Wilkinson,  Miyor,  157,  211 
Wilkinaon,  Mrs.,  1^ 
William  III,  2  note  1 
Williamson,  Colonel,  IM  and  note  1 
Wilraot,  Mrs.,  IM 
Wilson,  Captain,  115 
Wilton,  Josaph,  Mil 
WiBcheater,  258,  2M 
Wolfe,  GeneraTEdward  (father),  L  2,  4, 

10il2,Li,21,42,70,85,9«,  113^ 

115.  147.  148.  149-50.  173.  184.  185. 

191.  201,  208.  212  and  twU  h  240, 

241,  2477250.  279.  283.  284,  308,  310. 

314,  337-8.  344.  851.  399.  4QQ  ;  death, 

426.  427,  [iM 
Wolfe,  Lieutenant  Edward  (brother),  6^  8, 

9,  10,  22,  23,  24,  25.  26-8,  35,  38,  42  ; 

death,  46,  47,  &1 
Wolfe,  Captain  Edward  (grandfather),  2 

and  noUu<t  1  and  3 
Wolfe,  Francis,  2 

Wolfe,  George  (SheriiT),  2  and  naie  3 

Wolfe,  Captain  George,  2,  3 

Wolfe,  Mra,  Henrietta,  1,  4_5,  6,  Z,  12, 
13,  16.  70,  105,  Um  and  notf,  127, 129. 
137.  149.  1787185,  199.  267.  268,  269. 
272.  273,  276,  301-2,  317-18.  351-2. 
501.  503.  5Q4 ;  death,  506-7 

Wolfe,  James,  ancestry,  parentage  and 
birth,  l=fi ;  boyhood  at  Westerham 
and  Greenwich,  7-11  ;  volanteers  for 
service  in  the  West  Indies,  12 ;  in 
eamp  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  IS  ; 
falls  ill  and  n-tnmB  to  8<'liool,  14-lfi ; 
Second  Lieutenant  in  Marines,  lit ; 
Ensign  in  Twelfth  Foot,  M  ;  sails  for 
FluiderB,  IB  ;  life  in  Ghent,  19-25  ; 
march  to  Aschaffenburg.  25=32  ;  fights 
at  Dettingen,  33-39  ;  promoted  for 
conduct  on  iield  of  battle,  2& ;  in 
camp  at  Worms,  40-1  ;  winters  at 
Ostend,  42=3;  Captain  in  Fourth 
Foot,  44  ;  with  Marshal  Wade's  troops 
at  Berlingham,  44-6  ;  winters  at 
Ghent,  47-50 ;  Brigade-major,  51; 
Jacobite  rising  causes  recall  of  regi- 
ment, 62;  stationed  at  NewcaatJe, 


52:^  ;  at  battle  of  Falkirk,  55=2; 

aide-de-camp  to  General  Hawley,  58  ; 
unpleasant  encounter  with  Jacobite 
lady  at  Aberdeen,  68-60  ;  at  battle  of 
Culloden,  60-66  ;  rcpresmro  measures 
round  Inverness,  07-9  ;  sails  for 
Holland,  11  ;  wonnded  at  battle  of 
Latleldt,  75-7  ;  invalided  home,  77  ; 
retunis  to  Holland,  73  ;  in  camp  at 
Osterhont  and  Nesselroy,  78-86  ; 
relations  witli  Eliaabcth  Lawson,  78, 
87,  93,  113-4.  115-C.  137.  142 

and  note  Y,  198^  200,  203,  219,  237^ 
238.  306-7  ;  gazetted  Major  in  Twen- 
tieth Regiment,  87-9  ;  life  in  Glasgow, 
89-109  ;  in  Perth,  nO-ISQ  ;  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, lia  ;  Dundee,  133-6  ; 
season  of  dissipation  in  London,  137-8. 
144  ;  strained  rolarions  with  parents, 
137,  145-150  ;  Banff,  138-154  ;  In- 
vemofis,  154-179  ;  Fort  Augustus, 
179-81  ;  travels  in  Ireland,  IE2=1; 
visits  Paris,  155=2111 ;  Glasgow,  210- 
22Q  ;  march  to  Dover,  220=5  ;  stationed 
at  Dover,  225-36  ;  Exeter,  239-59  ; 
disappointed  of  colonelcy,  i&&=Ji ; 
Winchester,  258-68,  277-9  ;  South- 
ampton, 2M=2li  ;  Cant*'rbury,  279-91  ; 
Devizes.  293-300  ;  Stroud,  305ril ; 
Cirenct'Jster,  311  17  ;  Quartermastcr- 
Gcnt- ral  of  Ireland,  315  ;  preparations 
for  Kochefort  expedition,  31fl^ ; 
failure  and  returns  to  England,  328- 
8S8. 835-7. 333=40 ;  Colonel,  88L  SM ; 
evidence  before  Board  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Rochofort  ex})odition,  341  2  ;  ap- 
pointed Brigadier  in  America,  346-51  ; 
courtship  of  Katherine  I^wther,  237, 
343.  350.  406.  417.  483;  seven  weeks  at 
sea,  3112  ;  preparations  at  Halifax, 
363-70  ;  siege  and  captor©  of  Louis- 
bourg,  372-89 ;  urges  an  attack  on 
Quebec,  393-4  ;  acvastates  French 
settlements,  396-7  ;  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, 897-8  ;  offers  to  retnm  to 
America,  400-1.  408,  433-4  ;  at  Sslis- 
bury,  401-5  ;  apjKnntcd  to  command 
Queoec  expedition,  iM  ;  plan  of  attack, 
407-8.  420-2,  427-0  ;  Major-Genoral, 
410  ;  choice  of  staff,  410-11,  413. 
430-1  ;  episode  at  a  dinner  with  Pitt, 
415-7 ;  voyage  to  Halifax,  419-23  ; 
complains  of  lack  of  troops,  424-6, 
427  ;  preparations  at  LouisHourg,  427- 
431  ;  voyage  to  Quebec,  431-8  ;  pro- 
clamations to  inhabitants, 439-40,  453  ; 
strained  relations  with  Townshend, 
447-50,  484,  486  ;  communications 
with  Montcalm,  450,  452,  453 ;  re- 
verse at  MoDtmorenci,  453-63  ;  down 
with  fever,  464-72  ;  his  last  dispatch, 
422=5;   plans  an  attack  from  the 
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Plains  of  Abraham,  475-52  ;  makes 
prapantioDa  for  death,         ;  friction 

witn  hia  Brigadiers,  484-6 ;  crosses 
.the  St.  Lawrence,  486-8  ;  battle  of 
Quebec,  490-6  ;  wounded,  493-4  ; 
death,  ifii  ;  attempts  to  belittle  hia 
■hare  in  the  victory,  497-9  ;  nation's 

g-atitude,  5Q0-1  ;  remains  brought  to 
ngland  and  buried  at  Greeowich, 
601-2 ;  monument  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  607  ;  memoriala  in  Boston 
and  New  York,  501,  in  £ngland  and 
Canada,  507-8. 

Personal  traits. — Appearance,  at 
twenty-six,  2'2r),  at  twcnty-ei^ht,  275, 
2M  ;  6,  102,  246-7  ;  books,  favourite, 
166-6.  168,  295-7  ;  chesa-player,  IM  ; 
children,  a  lover  of,  160-1  ;  dancing, 
indulges  in,  18L  liL  IM^  200,  242, 
2fifi  ;  dogs,  his,  237^  251,  ML  262,  W£ 
848  ;  faults  of  character,  414-5  ;  fenc- 
ing, practisea,  IMi  Mj  2QLz2  ;  flute, 
learns,  21,  22  ;  impetuosity,  403  note  ; 
independence,  66^  4.S3-4  ;  health,  ill-, 
85^  lOOi  m,  104^  IIL  124^  128,  138, 
150-1.  211,  247,  264.  266.  400-1. 
403.  405,  ;  kindness  to  Ills  men, 
209.  228,  426.  435  noU,  AM  noU  1^ 
191  ;  sensitiveness,  448  noU  ;  sport, 
fond  of,  m  107^  127,  157,  174,  182, 
222.  228.  225. 

Letters  to  :— his  father,  30.  36.  40. 
ZL78,80,95,98,101,10£,107,  112, 
116.  117.  120.  12L124i  126,  126,  130, 
136,  146.  149.  155.  156,  168.  167. 
169.  174,  176,  179,  182,  186.  188, 192. 
195.  198.  201.  204,  206.  2V^  213, 
216.  217.  219.  221.  223.  226.  231, 
234.  288.  240.  242.  247.  249.  255. 
260,  263.  266.  272.  274.  277.  281.  287. 
288^292,294,300,  302,  309i  314,  317, 
318.  319.  328.  333,  337.  838.  848. 
361.  362.  366.  383.  392.  396.  399. 
406  ;  his  mother,  13,  2L  23,  24,  25, 
46,49,53,82,86,89,96,  100,  102, 
105.  107.  108.  110.  111.  114. 
116.  118.  122,  125,  128,  129,  131, 


136.  148.  151.  158.  168.  161.  164. 
282.  284,  287.  290,  292.  294.  299. 
801.  304.  807,  309,  816,  318,  324, 
326.  336.  341.  342.  347.  349,  353. 
354,  361.  382.  395.  398.  420.  468  ; 
his  brother,  42  ;  Jeffrey  Amherst.  376. 
378,  379,  381,  394i  396j  i25  ;  William 
Amherst,  386  ;  Lord  Barrington,  133  ; 
Duke  of  Bedford,  3U,  323,  352; 
Golonel  Burton,  421 ;  Major  Delabene, 
62  -,  Captain  Hamilton,  68,  fifl  ;  Lord 
Holdomess,  iZ2 ;  Miss  Lacey,  72.  Zt ; 
Captain  Martin,  412;  Brigadier 
Monckton,  465.  485  ;  Major  Murray. 
412  ;  CapUiu  Parr.  31  ;  William  Pitt, 
400,  407.  423,  431.  454,  469  ;  Major 
Rickson,  92,  133,  138,  139,  245^  252. 
269.  821,  339.  349,  402  ;  Lord  George 
SackviITe,  355,  360,  363,  366^  387  ; 
Vice -Admiral  Saunders,  4^  ;  William 
Sotheron,  56,  65 ;  George  Towb- 
shend,  414.  486  ;  Thomas  Townshond, 
225  ;  Lieutenant-General  Warde,  354. 
359.  406.  40a ;  Brigadier  Whitmora, 
430;  Major  Walter  Wolfe,  335,  350. 
384.  399.  417.  422 
Wolfe,  James,  Bailiff  of  Limerick,  2 
Wolfe,  Major  Walter,  42  and  naU  i, 
82,  122,  1^  171,  183,  184,  195. 
248.  249,  335.  483 
Wolfe-Aylward,  Mr.  Alexander,  272 
noU  2 

Wolfe- Land^  Mr.  Gibson  Thompson's,  fi 
Wolfe- Murray,  Sir  James,  121  noU  1 
Wolfpubuttel,  Prince  of,  28 
Wolfe's  Cove,  aee  A  use  du  Fotdon 
Worms,  40,  42 


Xenophon,  380 

York,  5,  136 

Yorke,  Colonel,  7?,  84i 

Ypres,  ii 

Zisca,  2M  and  iio^s  1 
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